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PREFACE. 


In  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two,  Bi*.  ^m.  P.  Palmer  was  appointed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  to  Jjrep.a're  a  Calendar  of  the  Historical 
Manuscripts  in  the  capitol  building,  to  bevpfinted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library.  Dr.  Palmer  promptly  entered  on  the  discharge  of 
this  duty,  and  calendared  the  papers  from  December  the  6th,  1652  (the  earliest 
paper  found  in  the  archives),  to  the  31st  of  May,  1791,  when  the  fund  provi- 
ded by  the  Legislature  for  the  execution  of  the  Calendar  having  been  exhausted, 
and  the  health  of  Dr.  Palmer  failing  from  intense  application  to  his  duties, 
the  work  was  discontinued.  That  so  much  was  accomplished  is  fortunate,  and 
that  the  work  was  confided  to  so  competent  a  hand  is  not  less  fortunate.  In 
1875  the  Committee  on  the  Library  directed  the  first  volume  of  the  Calendar, 
as  arranged  and  edited  by  Dr.  Palmer,  to  be  printed  under  his  supervision. 

In  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty,  the  Committee  on  the  Library  directed 
the  Libarian  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  prepare  for  publication  other 
volumes  of  the  calendared  manuscript.  The  second  volume  of  the  Calendar 
has  been  prepared  for  publication  under  this  authority.  The  second  volume  of 
the  Calendar  extends,  chronologically,  from  the  first  day  of  April,  1781,  to 
the  31st  day  of  December,  1781,  embracing  the  most  eventful  period  in  Amer- 
ican history — indeed  the  history  of  the  world — for  within  this  period  the 
problem  of  free  government  in  its,  widest  scope,  consistent  with  stability, 
reached  its  solution. 

The  papers  contained  in  this  volume  and  a  part  of  the  first,  almost  exclu- 
sively apply  to  the  great  crisis  which  immediately  preceded  the  establishment 
of  independence,  and  show  in  regular  gradation  the  progress  of  events.  These 
papers  are  original,  and  were  written  by  persons  who  were  actors  in  the  great 
drama,  the  closing  scene  of  which  was  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
York  Town. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America  declared 
their  independence — war  was  the  struggle  to  maintain  it — the  capture  of 
Cornwallis  established  it,  and  thenceforward  an  independent  people  began  the 
march  of  a  century  to  eminence,  and  now  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  nations. 


iv  PEBFACB. 


A  period  in  which  such  events  happened  must  form  one  of  the  great 
epochs  in  the  world's  history,  and  their  record  must  ever  challenge  the  atten- 
tion of  mankind. 

The  Calendar  being  chronological,  the  preservation  of  its  unity  required 
that  all  the  papers  of  1781  not  calendared  in  the  first  volume  should  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  second.  The  accomplishment  of  this  has  swelled  the  second  volume 
beyond  its  prescribed  limits. 

The  index,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  writer,  it  may  be  assumed,  will 
not  only  prove  to  be  useful,  but  indispensable. 

That  this  volume  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  American  history  will  be 
readily  seen.  Indeed,  no  full  and  reliable  history  of  Virginia  and  the  United 
States  can  be  written  without  a  resort  to  these  historical  papers. 

The  value  of  a  work  like  this,  depends  on  the  degree  of  its  accuracy.  The 
perfect  work  demands  the  exact  reproduction  of  the  originals  or  their  sub- 
stance. Ordinarily  there  is  no  test  of  this  requirement  but  time.  In  this 
case,  in  addition  to  the  name  of  the  editor,  the  critical  revision  to  which  this 
volume  has  been  subjected,  justifies  the  writer  in  pronouncing  it  exceptionally 
accurate.  The  publication  of  this  volume  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  the  value  of 
these  papers,  and  thus  cause  the  speedy  publication  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  Calendar. 

SHERWIN"  MoEAE. 


EEKATA. 

On  page  699,  under  the  head  "  CALLIS,  COL.  W.  O.",  for  what  is  therein  printed,  read: 

Transports  went  to  Portsmouth,  2  days  ago,  and  returned  to  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river  last 
evening;  landed  all  their  troops,  and  will  return  to  Kew  York;  Col.  Curie  and 
H.  Carter,  prisoners  on  board 1 

On  page  701,   under  head  "  CLABKE,   GEN'L   GEO.   ROGEES,"   for   "exploration"   read 
"  expedition." 
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1781. 

John  Tyler  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  1781. 

"Sir,  April  1st 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  being  solicited  to  Charles  City 
represent  this  County  again,  and  my  consent  thereto,  I  have  declin'd  "' 

taking  a  seat  in  Council.    I  confess  this  determination  discovers  a  degree  Declines  a 
of  versatility  in  me;  but  since  I  have-not  withdrawn  my  small  services  (f^y^^ji   "^ 
from  the  public,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  reprehensible.     I  have 
many  good  reasons  in  addition  to  the  above  (which  perhaps  have  no 
right  to  a  place  here)  that  induce  me  to  make  this  resignation  of  my 
seat  in  Council — 

I  am  with  due  respect —  ^ 

Tr:  Excellency's  most  obedient  servt." 


CoL:  W.  O.  Callis  to  Brig:  Genl  G.  Wbedon  at  Wmsburg.  April  1st 

"Sir, 

Since  my  last  no  material  movement  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  has  taken     Hampton 
place.      The  Transports  went  up  to  Portsmouth  two  days  ago,   and   Movements 
returned  to  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth  Eiver  last  evening.     They  landed  °^  '^"^  ^"®"^y 
all  their  troops  and  are  now  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  (it  is  said  on  board 
the  Flag  ship)  to  sail  for  New  York.     Mr.  Goodrich  was  coming  on 
shore  yesterday  with  a  Flag.     I  happened  to  be  on  board  of  the  Flag  ship 
as  he  passed  and  informed  him  that  no  message  whatever,  from  either 
the  Army  or  Navy  would  be  ree'd  on  this  side :  the  business  of  the  Flag 
was  to  inform  Col:  Carter  &  Colo.  Curies'  Family  that  the  Prisoners  were 
immediately  to  be  sent  to  New  York  &  that  Colo.  Curie  &  Mr.  H.  Carter 
were  much  distressed  for  cash.     The  accompanying  Letter  is  to  inform 
Mr.  Carter  of  the  distressed  situation  of  his  son,  which  if  you  will  be  so 
obliging  as  to  forward,  you  will  confer  an  obligation  on  both — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great 
Esteem." 
] 
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1781.  Capt:  Eo:  Gamble  to  Col:  Davies. 

April  1st     "Dear  Col, 

***** 
Chesterfield  "I  am  hapjiy  to  hear  your  jDOSt  is  more  independent  than  was  imag- 
ined, since  t'will  be  in  your  power  to  render  more  essential  sei'vice  to 
your  Country,  than  could  be  effected,  was  every  order  and  regulation 
however  trifling  to  be  debated  in  Council  and  their  approbation 
obtained,  previous  to  its  being  executed. 
Loss  of  Offi-  Of  the  very  few  Officers  reported  to  be  in  the  Southern  Army,  there 
is  absent  at  Pr.  Ed:  with  the  Baggage  2  Lieuts.  sick;  absent,  &  gone  to 
Virga.,  &c:  1.  Capt:  &  10  Subalterns.  Several  of  which  has  the  tour  of 
Yirga.  to  take,  then  to  continue  some  rtionths  at  the  Sweet  Springs  pre- 
vious to  their  returning  into  service — 1.  Capt:  &  1.  Sub.  Pay  M.  now  in 
Virga.  &  has  been  soveral  weeks — 2  Subs,  with  Cavalry  at  Staunton — 
1.  Capt:  1.  Sub  killed — This  reduction  is  so  great  from  the  few  reported 
in  the  S.  A :  that  there  cannot  be  more  than  }  of  Officers  sufficient  to 
command  their  Detachments" :  ***** 

With  great  esteem  I  am  Dr.  Sir — 

Yr:  most  Hum  Servt." 


cers 


April  1st         John  Fitzgerald  informs  Gov:  Jefferson  he  has  received  the  letter 
Alexandria  enclosing  the  Tobacco  Notes  by  Mr.  Custis,  and  has  made  the  purchase 
of  the  Encyclopedie  as  desired.     He  will  have  a  box  made  in  a  few  days 
and  will  take  the  fii-st  opportunity  to  forward  them  to  Mr.  Hunter. 


April  1st  Majb.  Genl  Steuben  to  the  Governor. 

Chesterfield       He  has  just  received  a  letter  from  Col:  Banister  informing  him,  that 

'•     •        the  times  of  service  of  the  Eiflemen  and  other  Troops  under  Genl: 

Muhlenburg  will  expire  in  ten  days,  and  requesting  him  to  take  steps 

to  send  out  a  "relief"  for  them,  if  the  present  military  force  in   that 

quarter,  is  to  be  maintained. 


April  2nd  LlEUT:   AbsOLOM   PoLLABD   TO    Gov:   JeFFEUSON. 

Hoods  Eequesting  to  know  whether  he  is  to  bo  relieved  from  Command  at 

that  place,  as  the  "term  of  duty"  of  his  men  will  expire  on  the  ninth 
instant;  and  as  there  is  little  use  for  these  men,  and  the  Carpenters 
working  on  the  Fortifications  will  need  the  Barracks. 
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Majr.  Eichd.  Claibokne  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

Ho  lias  just  received  a  peremptory  order  from  Baron  Steuben,  to  sup-  April  2nd 
ply  saddles  and  accoutrements  for  three  hundred  horse,  and  to  lay  in  "a 
large  Magazine  of  Forage  at  Petersburg".  As  this  cannot  by  any  means 
in  his'possession,  be  done,  begs  for  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  the 
sum  needed  for  his  Department — Money  is  absolutely  wanted  for  "every 
oiDeration",  and  his  business  must  entirely  fail  unless  it  be  supplied. 


Francis  S.  Lee  refuses  to  qualify  as  Count}''  Lieutenant,  and  LeEoy     April  2nd 
Peachey  recommended  by  the  Co.  Court,  in  his  stead — Walker  Tomlin  Richmond 
chosen  Colonel,  and  Geo.  Glasscock  2nd  Lieut :  Col — V.  Rodman,  Major —  Oounty 


Major  Claiborne  to  the  Executive.  April  2nd 

"Sir, 

I  have  looked  over  my  estimates,  which  I  transmitted  some  time  Eichmond 
since  to  the  Assistant  Quarter  Master  General,  and  find  that  they  amount 
to  Two  hundred  and  thirty  eight  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
eight  Pounds,  five  shillings,  specie,  or  other  money  equivalent — This  is 
for  supplies  required  for  the  Southern  Army.  The  pay  of  persons 
employed, — waggon  hire  and  contingent  expenses  in  this  State  for  the 
Campaign- of  1781.  Whether  the  Estimates  have  been  made  out  in  the 
same  manner  for  the  other  branches,  by  which  the  proportions  can  be 
ascertained  I  submit  to  your  Excellency. 

For  immediate  relief,  the  demands  of  this  department  requires  for  Financial  es- 
Transportation,  £3000.  ^'"""^^ 

.  Wages,  2000. 

Manufactures,  3000. 

Cavalry  accoutrements,  3000. 
Forage,  2000. 

Contingences,  7000. 


£20.000. 


Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  the  demands  of  the 
Field  business,  is  not  included  in  the  above  estimate,  which  will  at  least 
amount  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect,  &c." 
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1781.  Copy  op  a  Commitnioation  prom  the  Va.  Delegates  to . 

April  2nd     "Sir, 

Philadelphia  The  underwritten  Delegates  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  have  been 

informed  that  there  .are  among  the  refugees  taken  by  Capt:  Tilly,  com- 
manding his  M.  C.  Majesty's  ship  "L'Evielle,"  on  his  return  to  new 
Port  from  Chesapeake  Bay,  a  considerable  number,  who  were  formerly 

Disaffected  inhabitants  of  Virginia— As  some  of  these  persons,  according  to  the 
P'"''°°'  laws  of  that  State,  fall  under  the  description  of  Traitorous  Citizens,  and 
consequently  are  not  proper  subjects  of  exchange,  and  others,  although 
they  do  not  fall  under  that  description,  may,  if  exchanged  or  released 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  State  during  the  operations  against  it,  by  giv- 
ing information  &  counsel  to  the  Enemy,  and  by  their  seductions  among 
the  people,  the  Delegates  above  mentioned  wish  that  no  steps  may  be 
taken  for  exchanging  or  releasing  them,  untill  the  fact  shall  have  been 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  With  this 
view,  they  ask  the  favor  of  you  Sir,  to  intimate  this  circumstance  to  the 
Commander  of  his  M.  C.  Majesty's  Squadron  at  new  Port,  and  to  obtain 
from  him  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  of  his  Captives  as  were  formerly 
inhabitants  of  Virginia.  ****** 


April  2nd  Beig:  Genl:  G.  Weeden  TO  THE  GOVERNOR — by  Mr.  Armstead,  who 
waits  upon  his  Excellency  to  arrange  for  the  exchange  of  certain 
Prisoners. 

Williamsb'g  He  has  sent  a  "Flag"  to  the  Enemy,  proposing  an  exchange  of  the 
Volunteers  taken  at  Charles  City  Co.  House,  for  an  equal  number  of 
marines  captured  in  Warwick  Co. — ^Has  also  granted  a  "Flag"  from 
Hampton  requesting  the  delay  of  the  Ship  for  New  Nork,  on  board  of 
which  is  Col:  Curie,  'till  the  pleasure  qf  the  Executive  is  known,  "respect- 
ing an  Exchange  of  him,  for  Col:  AUegood." 


April  2nd  Doctor  Nath :  Pope,  represents  to  the  Executive,  the  difficulty  he  has 
Pay  of  Med.  in  making  out  his  accounts  against  the  Public  Auditors  for  his  services 
Oflicera  ^^  Medical  Officer,  and  for  those  of  his  Apothecary ;  owing  to  the  mul- 
tiplicity and  variety  of  Orders  he  has  from  time  to  time  received  from 
the  Gov:  &  Council.  Although  feeling  authorized  to  charge  at  the 
rate  of  "350  Pounds  of  Tobacco  pr:  day"  being  more  than  he  expects 
or  desires,  ho  agrees  to  receive  "150  Ponds,  of  Toba.  pr:  day"  with 
rations  and  forage:  and  that  the  State  pay  his  Apothecary,  or  allow  him 
"250  Ponds,  of  Tobacco,  and  he  pay  that  officer  out  of  the  same,  for  his 
services." 
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Major   Godfrey  Linitot   to   Col:   Slaughter,   at   Falls    of   Ohio.       1781. 

(In  French.)  April  2nd 

He  feels  compelled,  for  the  good  of  the  State,  to  send  Sergeant  Simon  St.Vincennes 
Fletcher,  express,  to  inform  him  of  the  condition  of  that  Country,  and 
the  disposition  of  the  Indians,  in  order  that  some  remedy  may  be 
applied — The  expedition  to  Detroit  was  a  failure,  and  aid  is  now  needed 
to  keep  their  Indian  allies  faithful.  He  must  rely  upon  Col:  Slaughter's 
known  generosity  and  friendship,  to  interest  himself  in  behalf  of  a 
people  and  Country  threatened  with  dire  calamity  unless  promptly 
succoured.  He  trusts  his  Express  will  meet  with  due  compensation  at 
his  hands  for  the  service  he  renders.  He  awaits  with  anxiety  an  answer; 
and  begs  leave  to  add  his  grateful  remembrances  to  Mrs.  Slaughter,  and 
to  the  gentlemen  at  the  Falls,  as  he  can  never  forget  the  kind  oflSces 
done  him,  &c : 


Jas  :  Barbour  to  the  Governor.  April  2nd 

"Sir, 

I  this  day  ree'd  your  orders  to  march  our  militia — we  are  now  Culpeper  Co. 
paraded  &  and  shall  march — I  must  once  more  beg  leave  to  Trouble  your 
Excellency,  not  for  myself,  but  for  some  of  the  "Divisions,"  who  think 
themselves  entitled  to  a  discharge,  for  these  Reasons — The  Law  for 
raising  our  quota  of  men  for  the  Continental  Army,  directed  all  those 
of  the  militia  that  marched  to  Carolinia,  tho'  not  returned,  should  be 
Clas'd — Several  of  our  militia,  who  marched  to  the  South,  then  engaged 
in  Col:  Washington's  Regt.  for  the  War.  Now  these  Divisions  that  hold 
one  of  these  men  say  that  their  Division  have  furnished  a  man,  which 
is  all  the  Law  required  of  them,  tho'  they  have  been  drafted,  I  have  not 
ordered  those  of  that  Description  to  march,  until  I  can  get  your  Excel- 
lency's opinion,  which  shall  govern. 

With  great  regard,  your  mo:  obedient  Servt." 


George  Muter,  Col:  S.  Garrison  Regt.,  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  April  2nd 

By  the  death  of  Lt :  Colonel  Porterfield,  which  occurred  in  January  Eichmond 
last,  a  vacancy  was  occasioned  in  the  State  Garrison  Regiment.  The 
Officers  of  the  regiment  think  they  are  entitled  to  the  promotion  conse-  Promotion 
quent  upon  that  "unfortunate  event,"  (much  lamented,  by  them  all,)" 
from  the  time  of  its  occurrence:  Major  Magill  now  in  turn  has  made 
his  application  to  him,  which  he  trusts,  together  with  the  claims  of  the 
other  Officers,  may  be  considered  by  the  Executive. 
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1781.       Beig:  Genl:  Phillips,  to  Maj:  Genl:  Phillips,  Comdg:  at  Portsmouth. 
April  2nd 
Williamsb'g       Requesting  that  the  ship  with  American  Prisoners  about  to  sail  for 
ISTew  York,  maj^  be  detained  a  few  days,  he  expecting  authority  for  their 
exchange. 


April  2nd 


Major  G-.  Linitot  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 


Western 

Indians 


Vincennes  The  Commission  granted  him  on  account  of  his  sincere  attachment  to 
the  cause  of  the  United  States  by  his  Excellency,  has  enabled  him  to 
carry  out  the  policy  of  maintaining  friendly  relations  with  the  "  Ore- 
bache"  Indians  and  other  tribes:  but  for  the  future  maintenance  of  this 
state  of  things  the  transmission  of  goods,  powder  and  other  articles 
will  be  necessary.  These  Allies  now  remain  true  and  faithful,  but  unless 
their  wants  are  supplied,  the  English,  who  may  afford  them  relief  will 
succeed  in  engaging  them  on  their  side — The  attachment  of  his  Excel- 
lency to  Virginia  and  her  honour  and  interests  should  not  permit  those 
people  to  remain  daily  exposed  to  massacre  on  account  of  their  fidelity 
to  the  State,  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  arms,  powder  &c: — On 
this  account  he  earnestly  prays,  in  behalf  of  them,  and  the  honor  of  the 
State,  that. they  may  not  bo  left  to  a  cruel  and  uncertain  fate. 


April  3rd    Wm.  Mann,  C.  M.  Stores,  to  Major  John  Pryor,  Field  Com.  Mil.  Stores. 

New  Castle  Urges  the  necessity  of  a  guard  for  the  stores  just  arrived  and  on  the 
way  to  that  place,  which  he  finds  "deficient  of  every  thing  iiecessarj'" — 
Provisions  exceedingly  scarce  and  living  very  high — All  the  vessels 
employed  greatly  in  need.  Desires  instructions  as  to  whether  be  shall 
discharge  them — 


April  3rd 


Peter  Wagener  to  Gov:  Jefferson  of  Va. 


"May  it  please  your  Excellency," 

Wheal  the  Enemy's  vessels  were  cruise- 
ing  up  &  down  Potomac,  the  defenseless  situation  of  the  Town  of  Alex- 
andria, induced  me,  at  the  particular  request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
said  Town  &  County,  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland  for  the 
loan  of  some  arms  &  ammunition.  Ilis  Excellency  was  pleased  to  lend 
defence  of  "^  ^^°  barrels  of  Gun  powder,  and  two  nine  pounders,  which  we  have 
Alexandria  got  from  Anapolis  by  land  at  the  expeneo  of  a  few  individuals.  Wo 
had  before  two  twleve  pounders  at  Alexandria  belonging  to  this  Stale. 


Fairfax 


Application 
for  means  for 
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from  the  determined  spirit  of  the  people  to  defend  the  Town,  I  am        1781. 
satisfied  that  if  these  Cannon  were  put  into  proper  Order,  that  we     April  3rd 
should  be  able  to  prevent  any  of  the  small  vessels  doing  any  damage  at 
Alexandria,  and  as  it  is  proposed  to  have  the  Cannon  fixed  on  travelling 
Carriages,  we  shall  be  able  to  move  them  to  some  place  of  safety,  if  a 
superior  force  should  come  up — The  wheels  for  the  Carriages  are  made 
to  the  Iron  work,  which  will  be  completed  this  week — As  it  is  impossible 
to  get  men  to  work  without  money,  and  it  falling  very  heavy  on  a  few 
by  subscription,  I  am  advised  to  apj)ly  to  your  Excellency  for  a  sum  of 
money  from  the  Treasury  to  enable  us  to  carry  this  useful  work  into 
Execution.     I  have  sent  by  the  bearer  Ealph  Longdon,  my  Bond,  with 
security  for  applying  what  money  you  may  please  to  send  by  him,  to 
the  use  of  the  publick — I  have  appointed  a  Company  of  Artillery  at  Co.  of  artil- 
Alexandria,  which  will  chiefly  consist  of  men  that  are  exempt  from         ^^""^ 
militia  duty.     The  Officers  are  Capt:  Conway,  Taylor,  Harper  &  Eob- 
ertson,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

On  the  19th  of  March  our  Draught  took  pUice,  for  furnishing  our  DiiBculties  of 
quota  of  men.  Among  others  three  classes  were  drafted,  the  men  drafting 
came  in  the  next  day,  and  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  Invalids,  and  alto- 
gether unfit  to  do  the  duty  of  Soldiers.  I  did  not  receive  the  men,  and 
accordingly  drafted  the  three  classes  over  again,  the  men  whose  lot  in 
these  fell  on  to  go  were  dissatisfied  at  my  proceedings,  as  they  stood  the 
Draft  the  evening  before,  they  employed  counsel  and  prevailed  on  a 
Court  Martial  which  I  had  ordered  to  try  some  deserters,  to  determine 
the  matter,  the  court  were  of  opinion,  that  the  second  Draught  was 
illegal.  I  have  therefore  submitted  the  matter  to  you,  whether  I  shall 
send  on  the  Invalids  that  were  first  drafted,  or  whether  I  had  a  right  to 
proceed  to  the  second  Draft" —  ***** 

"On  Monday  morning  last,  before  Day  a  small  vessel  came  up  to  Alex-  Capture  of  a 
andria,  and  attempted  to  cut  out  of  the  Harbour,  a  Baltimore  vessel  '^^^^^^j  '*'^- 
lying  there  loaded  with  Tobacco,  they  boarded  the  vessell  and  had 
confined  the  men,  but  being  discovered  by  another  vessel  in  the  Harbour, 
the  Town  was  alarmed,  which  prevented  the  Enemy  from  carrying  oflf 
the  vessell  they  had  boarded — they  took  a  Boat  alongside  and  got  into 
their  own  vessel  and  proceeded  down  the  Eiver — A  Schooner  well  armed 
&  man'd  was  sent  after  her,  and  I  am  this  moment  informed  they  over 
took  her  at  Boyd's  hole ;  took  her  and  most  of  the  men — some  made 
their  escape  by  getting  ashore.  The  Enemy  on  Saturday  morning  last 
burnt  Mr.  Stephen  Stuart's  House  on  West  Eiver,  Maryland — also  a 
twenty  gun  ship  on  the  stocks  nearly  finished. 

I  am  yr:  Excellency's  most  obed: 
H'ble  Servt." 
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1781.  Capt:  E.  Gamble  to  Col:  Davies. 

April  3rd  In  regard  to  the-  "three  boys  ordered  to  the  Laboratory,  John  Owens 
of  Gloucester,  Stubble  Bowls  of  King  &  Queen,  and  John  Camp  of  Bruns- 
wick— whom  ho  overtook  six  miles  from  Chesterfield  to  register  their 
names. 


April  3rd  CoL:    FrANCIS    TaYLOR   TO    THE    GOVERNOR. 

Winchester  The  Gorman  Troops  arrived  there  on  the  5th  ult:,  and  Col:  Wood  set 
out  the  same  evening  for  Philadelphia,  from  which  place  he  has  not 
returned.  The  Guard  Wagons  &c:  ordered  in  Maryland  were  furnished 
by  the  Co.  Lieut:  of  Frederick,  and  ho  was  about  to  march,  but  received 
orders  from  Col :  Wood  from  Fredericktown  to  remain  at  Winchester,  as 
the  German  Troops  are  to  remain  there.  He  has  not  discharged  any  of 
-the  Soldiers  of  the  State  Guard  Eegt :  as  ho  intended  on  his  return  from 
German     the  Potomac.     As  the  Germans  are  to  remain  in  the  State,  and  the 

prisoners,  &c  |;i.QQpg  enlisted  to  serve  only  in  Albemarle  must  be  discharged,  thus 
reducing  the  regiment  to  much  less  than  a  hundred  men,  thinks  the 
whole  had  better  be  discharged — The  Germans  who  are  very  orderly 
and  easily  governed  will  require  only  a  small  militia  guard — He  will 
store  the  arms  of  the  discharged  men  at  Winchester,  and  proceed  to 
Albemarle  to  arrange  for  their  pay,  clothing  and  shoes,  for  want  of 
which,  they  are  suffering  very  much. 


April  3rd  CoL:  RicHD.  Campbell  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

Uamp  His  feelings  for  the  sufferings  of  his  men  require  him  to  represent  the 

Deep  Biver  "distressed  situation"  of  his  Command,  for  want  of  Clothing— When  he 

Greatwantof  marched  from  Virginia,  his  men  were  furnished  only,  with  one  shirt,  and 

clothing     Qjjg  pj^jj.  Qf  Q^gj,  j^jjg  apiece  made  of  oznaburgs,  which  lasted  a  short 

time — They  are  now  so  needy  that  Genl:  Greene  has  consented  to  allow 

him  to  send  Capt:  Edmunds,  with  special  orders  to  obtain  clothing  and 

he  hopes  his  Excellency  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 


April  3rd  JamES  MaDISON  JUR  :  AND  ThEOD.  BlaND  TO  GoV :  JefFERSON. 

"Sir, 
Philadelphia  We  have  been  favord  with  your  Excellencys,  enclosing  a  state  of 

the  affairs  between  Mr.  ISTathan  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir<nnia, 
which  we  are  endeavoring  to  put  in  train  for  a  decision,  on  the  princi- 
ples you  have  been  pleased  to  direct,  the  event  of  which  yr:  Excellency 
shall  be  informed  of  as  soon  as  'tis  decided.     The  unfortunate  conse- 
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quenees  which  have  attended  the  naval  engagement  of  Chesapeake  on        1781. 

the  16th  ult :  we  feel  with  unspeakable  regret,  as  they  have  snatched    April  3rd 

from  us  the  pleasing  prospects  wo  had  cherished  for  some  time  past,  of  Eifect  of  na- 

frustrating  the  sanguine  project  of  the  enemy  (of  subjugating  most  of  ^^''"^'^'^J'^™ 

the  Southern  States  this  Campaign)  and  thrown  our  Country  into  a  situ-  Bay,  &c. 

ation,  which  must  require  her  utmost  exertions,  with  all  the  aid  that 

can  be  sent  her,  to  extricate  her  from.     This  we  shall  leave  no  means 

unessayed  to  effect,  on  our  parts.    The  same  unhappy  event  has  deprived 

us  of  the  use  of  the  arms  and  stores  which  were  to  have  gone  from 

Ehode  Island  (the  cargoe  of  the  Comi'rc)  on  board  a  french  frigate,  but 

we  have  the  satisfaction  to  Inform  yr:  Excellency,  that  they  are  safe 

arrived  at  this  place  in  the  Frigate  which  was  to  have  carried  them  to 

Virginia.     We  have  ordered  them  to  be  landed  and  have  taken  the 

necessary  steps  to  forward  them  with  all  possible  dispatch  by  a  safe 

Eoute  to  Yirginia — having  committed  them  to  the  care  of  Col :  Febiger 

under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  War.     but  it  is  with  njuch  concern 

that  we  find  on  this,  as  well  as  on  many  other  occasions  where  we  might 

yield  considerable  service  to  our  country  on  pressing  emergencies,  the 

want  of  small  sums  of  money  is  frequently  an  insurmountable  obstacle 

to  a  speedy  execution  of  our  intention — and  the  important  matters  which 

engage  our  attention  in  Congress  interfere  with  the  necessary  attention 

required  by  such  objects,  when  the  ready  means  of  executing  them  are 

not  in  our  hands.     Eemedies  to  these  inconveniences  we  leave  to  the 

wisdom  of  Yr:  Excellency  and  the  Legislature.     We  have  the  Honor 

to  be, 

Yr:  Excellys.  Most  Obedt.  Scrvts:" 


Capt  :  Jas  :  Maxwell  to  the  Governor.  April  4tli 

"Sir,  State 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  I  hope  by  the  latter       ^^^P  y^^^ 

end  of  this  week  all  the  publick  stores  will  be  removed  from  this  place    Disposition 

to  a  store  of  Col :  Dandridges,  distance  by  water  from  the  Yard  about  °^  *^^  State's 
,     .  ,i.p  ^i-r-i  1  .1  armed  vessels 

13  miles,  and  since  the  late  remiorcement  oi  the  Enemy  have  ordered 

the  Ship  Tempest  &  Brig  Jefferson  up  James  Eiver  to  Joyn  those 
private  arm'd  Vessels  that  are  taken  into  publick  service,  the  boat 
Patriot  and  Lewis  Gaily  are  stationed  by  Genl:  Weden's  directions 
between  Hampton  Eoad  &  Burwell's  ferry  to  give  signals  to  our  Army 
or  any  Naval  force  of  the  Enemy's  coming  up  James  Eiver — the  ships 
Thetis,  Tartar  and  Dragon  are  not  yet  got  quite  to  their  place  of  desti- 
nation— Since  my  arrival  here  we  have  lost  our  Builder  by  Death,  and 
have  employed  another  who  apears  to  be  equally  capabell — 

*  :i«  *  *  * 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  most  respectfully,  &c:" 
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1781.  Major  Richd.  Claiborne  to  the  Governor. 

April  4th     "Sir, 

Kichmond  The  great  demands  which  are  made  upon  me  for  things  to  be  fur- 

nished from  this  Department,  both  for  the  Southern  Army,  and  the 
Troops  within  this  State,  alarm  me  more  and  more,  as  I  have  not  the 
Perilous  state  means  to  answer  any  purpose  whatsoever.  I  am  called  upon  by  the 
tal  Guar-  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  and  the  Commissary  General  of 
ter  Master's  Military  Stores  for  wagons  &  horses  daily,  to  transport  their  stores,  and 
Department  Yia,Ye  it  not  in  my  power  to  procure  any.  The  preparations  which  the 
Baron  directed  me  to  make  for  the  Cavalry  &  Infantry  to  be  equiped 
in  this  State,  cannot  be  done,  as  I  have  not  money  to  purchase,  and  can 
not  get  credit  for  an  article.  I  am  altogether  disappointed  in  the  wagons 
to  come  from  the  Counties  agreable  to  the  late  law,  and  get  no  assist- 
ance from  Mr.  Brown's  Commissioners — In  short,  Sir,  I  plainly  foresee, 
that  unless  I  have  great  aid  from  some  near  resource,  the  operations  of 
the  whole  department  will  stop  in  a  few  days — It  is  with  great  concern 
that  I  am  obliged  to  mention  this  to  your  Excellency,  but  as  timely  rep- 
resentations are  necessary  for  the  public  Interest,  and  my  own  reputa- 
tion, I  am  induced  to  do  it.  If  Government  will  do  anything  to  support 
me,  I  intreat  that  it  may  be  done  immediately,  but  should  this  applica- 
tion be  unsuccessful,  and  the  disagreable  consequences  .follow  which  I 
have  every  reason  to  expect,  I  hope  Your  Excellency  &  Council  will  bear 
witness  that  I  have  spared  no  time  or  pains  to  answer  everything  required 
of  me,  so  far  as  it  was  in  my  power. 
Resigns  his  I  take  this  early  opportunity  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  I  have 
'^^  resigned  the  Appointment  of  Quarter  Master  for  the  Troops  in  this 
State.  I  accepted  it  merely  to  serve  the  Army  and  the  States,  but  as 
the  difSe^ilties  in  public  business  increase  hourly,  I  am  sensible  the  Task 
would  be  too  great  for  me.  It  seems  very  probable,  that  the  Army  will 
increase,  rather  than  decrease;  therefore  it  is  highly  requisite  that  an 
Officer  should  be  immediately  appointed  to  this  duty.  In  hopes  that  I 
cou'd  fill  both  Offices,  I  made  out  full  Instructions  for  such  persons  as  I 
proposed  to  appoint,  and  have  them  now  ready.  I  have  informed  Colo. 
Carrington  and  Baron  Steuben  of  this,  and  requested  that  a  person  may 
be  appointed  immediately,  to  whom  I  will  give  every  information  my 
experience  has  taught  me.  I  am  sensible  that  a  large  sum  of  money 
will  be  necessary  for  this  Department,  and  wou'd  beg  leave  to  recommend 
it  to  the  Consideration  of  Your  Excellency  &  Council.  Mr.  Elliott  I 
believe,  will  return  to  his  Post,  as  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Master.  ' 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

with  the  highest  respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obt  hble  servant." 
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line 


Egbert  Andrews  to  Gov.  Jefferson.  1781. 

"  Sir,  April  4th 

Your  Favour  of  the  31st  ult:  addressed  to  Mr.  Madison  &  myself,  I  "Williamsb'g 
received  yesterday,  &  shall  be  prepared  to  enter  on  the  Business  you 
have  been  pleased  to  propose  as  soon  as  the  necessary  Preliminaries  are 
settled.     I  think  no  objection  can  be  made  to  your  mode  of  locating  the  Commission 
Boundary,  as  it  is  the  only  one  which,  without  infinite  Pains  &  Trouble  ^  p™^^^ 
can  be  in  any  Degree  accurate.     Before  we  set  out,  it  will  be  proper  to  boundary 
know  at  what  time  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  will  meet  us  at 
Pittsburg — &  we  would  request  Tour  Excellency  to  inform  President 
Eeid,  that  the  Time  fixed  on  by  them  shall  be  observed  by  us. 

The  lot  having  decided  that  I  should  go  to  Philadelphia,  I  shall  have 
occasion  only  for  two  Horses,  &  must  depend  on  the  Public  for  them, 
having  none  fit  for  such  a  Jpurney,  or  which  I  could  venture  to  deprive 
my  Family  of  at  this  Time.  Mr.  Eeade  the  Quarter  Master  at  this  Post, 
on  being  properly  authorized  will  undertake  to  furnish  them. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  &  esteem 

Your  mo :  obedt.  &  very  hble  servt." 


Col  :  Arthur  Campbell  to  Gov :  Jefferson.  April  4th 

Washington 
For  want  of  money  to  pay  the  men,  he  has  with  great  difficulty  sue-         Co. 

ceeded  in  patrolling  Powel's  Valley — this  is  due  to  the  non-payment  of  Powell's 
the  militia  for  their  former  services.   Eequests,  that  one  month's  pay  for  valley 

these  men  may  be  sent  by  the  bearer  Capt:  Kinsaid,  who  will  give  every 
security  for  the  proper  use  of  the  money  entrusted  to  him. 


George  Eioe,  Q.  Master,  to  Gov :  Jefferson.  April  4th 

Earnestly  appealing  to  the  Executive  for  an  advance  of  money  to  pay  Feverish 

his  debts  due  to  the  people  of  Albemarle  Co.  on  account  of  supplies  fur  state  of  the 
'■      ^  ^^  public  mind 

nished  the  Barracks  by  them.     They  hoar  of  the  new  emission,  and  are  in  Albemarle 

now  hopeful  of  receiving  their  long  delayed  payment,  and  a  refusal  will '-'°' 
be  considered  tantamount  to  an  absolute  denial  of  their  just,  claims.  The 
effect  of  this  upon  the  minds  of  a  people,  who  have  cheerfully  done  so 
much,  and  patiently  awaited  the  action  of  the  Government  must  neces- 
sarily be  very  disastrous  in  their  present  excited  state  of  mind.  •  Added 
to  this  is  the  threatened  Collection  of  the  Taxes;  and  the  same  strin- 
gency is  to  be  visited  upon  them,  as  upon  Counties  heretofore  declared 
delinquent,  although  they  have  parted  cheerfully  with  their  wagons, 
forage  and  every  article  they  could  spare  for  the  use  of  the  Post,  on  the 
most  moderate  terms — More  than  this:  when  it  was  found  that  the  vol- 
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1781.  untary  Contributions  thus  made  would  not  meet  the  wants  of  the  post, 
April  4th  the  policy  of  impressment  was  adopted  by  the  Government;  and  they 
were  left  to  encounter  the  most  serious  difficulties  &  losses,  while  others 
from  whom  little  or  nothing  had  been  drawn,  have  had  their  Certificates 
either  paid  otf  at  the  Treasury  or  made  receivable  in  Taxes.  The  impres- 
sion that  the  post  at  the  Barracks  was  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  Executive,  and  that  Congress  itself  would  provide  for  the  payment 
of  all  claims  due  the  people  for  supplies,  had  established  more  than  ordi- 
nary Confidencein  the  Government,  on  their  part.  Under  this  influence, 
they  have  relied  upon  the  Justice  and  honor  of  the  Executive,  and  not 
upon  any  remote  relief  in  the  uncertain  future. 

He  trusts  his  Excellency  will  excuse  the  zeal  with  which  he  urges 
this  matter — Takes  occasion  to  say  that  in  the  employment  and  hiring 
of  the  transportation,  the  wagons  were  assessed  contrary  "to  the  usage 
of  every  other  military  post " ;  and  the  owners  are  now  called  on  for  the 
Tax  upon  such  assessment,  and  "to  the  disgrace  of  this  Office  and  the 
Euin  of  Public  Credit,"  he  is  not  able  to  pay  them  that  Pittance,  or  as 
much  as  will  discharge  the  Smiths'  account  for  shoeiiig  their  horses — 
As  a  consequence  of  all  this  the  people  are  now  offering  to  sell  their  Cer- 
tificates for  cash,  at  a  discount  of  fifty  pr :  cent.  Their  minds  are  in  so 
excited  a  state,  that  were  he  to  call  on  them  "  in  the  extremest  want  to 
supply  me  with  waggons  or  any  thing  else,"  they  would  consider  it  an 
insult  and  refuse  with  disdain — Indeed  he  anticipates  trouble  in  the  Col- 
lection of  Taxes,  unless  "the  Publick  set  the  example  of  payment" — In 
a  word,  unless  he  is  afforded  the  means  of  paying  off  these  debts,  he  will 
be  forced  to  change  his  Eesidence,  and  leave  them  to  some  other  mode 
of  application^ — ^The  sum  of  Four  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  will  be 
required :  which  if  allowed  him,  he  will  at  once  set  to  work  to  adjust 
and  pay  these  claims,  and  hold  any  ballanco  that  may  remain,  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  Executive — Should  his  request  be  granted,  he  begs  the 
Warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  be  given  some  preference,  in  view  of  the 
great  demands  upon  that  Officer.  He  cannot  delay  longer,  as  he  has  to 
remove  the  Baggage  of  the  Germans,  and  to  provide  for  equipping  Colo : 
Whites  Eegiment  of  horse  for  field  Service. 


Trouble  an- 
ticipated in 
collecting 
the  taxes 


April  4th  CoL :    ThOS.    EeAD    to    THE    GOVERNOR. 

Charlotte  Oo. 

Great  scarci-  He  finds  it  impossible  to  arm  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  militia  just 
ty  of  arms  ordered  by  his  Excellency  to  be  sent  to  Genl:  Greene— Not  more  than 
arms  enough  for  a  Sergeant's  guard  can  be  gotten  in  the  entire  County, 
because  they  were  given  to  the  militia  who  went  to  Genl:  Greene  on  the 
20th  February  last.  The  number  of  men  too  will  bo  deficient,  unless  it 
is  proposed  to  send  off  all  remaining  in  the  County,  or  require  those  now 
returning  from  service  in  the  Southern  Army  to  go  back  at  once.     The 
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militia  of  Charlotte  have  ever  been  as  prompt  to  respond  to  the  call  of       1781. 
duty  as  those  of  any  of  their  neighboring  Counties,  but  all  the  young     April  4th 
and  unmarried  men  "have  turned  out  voluntarily"  and  those  left  must  Volunteers, 
remain  to   cultivate  the   lands  "for  a  prospect  of  bread  the  ensuing 
year" — Subjoins  the  following  estimate  to  show  the  strength  of  the 
County  at  this  date  &c : 
"Militia  565.  Rank  &  file. 
342.  now  on  duty. 

223 
70  Volunteers  with  Genl:  Lawson  as  Cavahy. 

153  Remainder. 

156  To  be  ordered  to  the  Southward — 3  short." 


CoL:  A.  W.  White,  to  the  Governor,  in  reply  to  his  request  to  have    April  5th 
one,  Bpaphroditus  Rudder  arrested  on  complaint  of  Colo:  Buford,  for 
"some  malversation  as  to  a  horse;  publick  property,"  and  desiring 
him  to  countermand  the  Orders  to  persons  impressing  horses  in  the  . 
State,  for  the  Ist  &  3d  Regiments  of  Light  Dragoons. 

Manchester 
It  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  comply,  but  Rudder  and  the  other  Arrest  of  an 
Officers  engaged  in  this  business  "have  their  orders  from  Genl:  Greene,       oflScer 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Southern  Army,"  and  should  any  inferior 
Officer  take  such  a  liberty,  he  would  suffer  the  consequences;  and  the 
precedent,  he  thinks,  would  be  fatal  to  the  Army  in  matters  of  perhaps 
a  more  serious  nature. 

If  Rudder  has  offended  against  the  laws  of  the  Country,  or  acted  con- 
trary to  instructions,  or  "deviated  in  the  least  from  the  character  of  an 
officer  or  a  gentleman  "  his  Excellency  is  assured,  upon  application  being 
made  to  the  Com:  in  Chief  of  the  So:  Army,  due  notice  will  be  taken 
of  it. 


Chas  :  Dick  to  the  Governor,  by  Capt :  Minor — applying  for  a  War-     April  5th 
rant  for  "One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds"  for  the  use  of. the  Gun 
Factory. 

Predorlo'sb'g 
"  This  sum  sounds  high,  but  it  is  not  -near  equal  to  one  thousand  pound  Wants  of  the 
in  good  Times" — Workman's  wages  are  from  £15.  to  £35.  pr.  day,  and  loctory 

could  scarcely  be  gotten,  except  that  they  are  exempt  from  all  military 
duty. — Concludes — "  I  cou'd  wish  Your  Excellency  wou'd  order  a  Letter 
to  be  wrote  to  the  undertakers  of  the  public  Magazine,  pressing  them 
to  finish  it — It  is  now  above  4  -years  since  it  was  begun,  and  the  upper 
part  design'd  for  Arms  wou'd  be  of  great  service  to  us  in  holding  our  old 
&  new  Arms  as  finish'd  off,  untill  call'd  for." 
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1781.  Wm.  Call  Lie0t  of  Prince  George  Co.  to  the  Executive. 

April  6th 

Kichmond  The  Militia  of  Prince  George  County  in  the  service  are  petitioning  to 
Men  needed  be  relieved  by  th^  15th,  in  order  to  plant  their  corn — One  third  of  the 
to  plant  corn  gg.g|,^j^g  force  of  the  County  is  in  the  field;  and  have  been  ever  since 
the  present  invasion  began — Suggests  that  the  proportion  be  reduced  to 
one  fourth,  and  that  these  be  relieved  once  every  six  weeks,  instead  of 
every  three  months  as  at  present,  thus  affording  great  convenience  to 
the  peojDle,  and  not  too  much  diminishing  the  strength  of  the  Army. 


April  6th  MAJOR  Ed  :    ClAIBORN   TO   THE   GOVERNOR. 

Eichmond    "Sir, 
The  Cont.  Q.  I  yesterday  received  a  Warrant  from  the  Auditor's  Office,  on  the 

M.  gets  relief  Tj-gasury  of  this  State,  for  two  Millions  of  Pounds. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  Your  Excellency  and  Council  my  particular 
thanks,  for  this  additional  instance  of  their  attention  to  my  department, 
and  to  assure  them  that  every  method  shall  be  taken, "to  dispose  of  the 
money  with  the  greatest  economy  and  Justice — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  hmble  Servt." 


April  6th  CoL :    Wm.    DaVIES   TO   THE    GOVERNOR. 

War  Office 

The  Estimates  lately  made  by  Mr.  Eoss  enclosed— Some  think  them 
too  small.     Eequests  directions  in  regard  to  Mr.  Clark's  proposals  for 

Pt.  of  Pork  the  brick  work  at  the  Point  of  Fork— Col:  White  applies  for  clothin<>- 

He  has  not  as  yet  executed  the  orders,  directing  the  removal  of  the  can- 
non at  South  Quay,  but  has  engaged  three  teams  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  corresponded  with  Mr.  Baker  at  that  place,  who  thinks  thoy  can  be 
moved. 


April  6th     Maj:  Gen:  W.  Philips,  by  Saml:  H.  Eadford,  Aid  do  Camp,  to  Brig 

Gen  Weedon. 

Portsmouth    "Sir, 

British  Ge*n'l  '^'^'^  ^^^  "^^""SB,"  by  Lt:  Col:  Mathews  &  Major  Callis  have  been 

admitted  into  this  place  &  your  Letters  received  by  them,  &  1  hope  "you 
will  be  convinced  from  those  Cicntlcmen's  report  of  my  convorsation 
with  them,  that  I  mean  to  pursue,  during  my  stay  in  Virginia  a  conduct 
of  the  strictest  liberality  &  humanity,  &  I  do  assure  you,  that  nothing 
shall  turn  me  aside   from  such   benevolent  principles,   but  the  rash  & 
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violent  conduct,  I  have  reason  to  fear  may  be  taken  u^)  by  your  Gov-        1781. 
ernor,  Council  &  House  of  Delegates.     I  have  rec'd  on  my  arrival  here,     April  6th 
a  Letter*  signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  so  barbarous,  excuse  me  for  saying,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
Sir,  insolent  a  nature,  that  it  would  be  unbecoming  my  Eank  &  situation,  jette^,.  an'd^'Jie 
to  give  any  answer  to  it.    I  will,  however  declare  to  you  Sir,  that  should  resolutions  of 
any  part  of  the  Savage  threats,  contained  in  that  Letter,  and  the  reso-  Ueig^ateT 
lutions  of  your  House  of  Delegates  be  put  in  execution,  I  shall  consider 
Virginia  as  intending  to  carry  on  a  peculiar  War,  abstracted  from  the 
General  unhappy  one,  &  I  will  treat  the  Colony  accordingly — 

I  enclose  to  you  Sir,  the  copy  of  a  Letter  I  writ  some  days  ago  to 
Genl:  Muhlenberg  respecting  an  exchange  of  Prisoners,  &  have  rec'd  for 
answer,  that  he  must  take  the  Commands  of  Major  Genl:  Steuben  upon 
it — I  will  freely  own  to  have  looked  upon  this,  as  an  evasive  answer,  & 
had  directed  the  prisoners  to  be  sent  to  New  York;  but  Major  Callis 
delivering  me  your  Letter,  I  immediately  stopped  the  prosecution  of  the 
orders,  which  I  hope  will  persuade  you  of  the  respect  &  regard  I  hold 
for  you,  and  how  much  I  depend  on  your  honour. 

I  request  you  to  understand  that  by  an  exchange  of  Prisoners  I  mean  Prisoners 

those  American  Prisoners  of  War,  who  are  actually  within  our  Lines  &  ^"bjects  of 

'  •'       _  exchange 

such  as  have  been  taken  in  Arms,  gave  Paroles  to  Brig:  Genl:  Arnold, 

to  be  opposed  in  Exchange,  against  all  such  British  &  Germans  as  may 
now  be  within  the  Province  of  Virginia  Prisoners  of  War,  comprehend- 
ing among  others,  some  Dragoons,  who  were  cast  away  on  the  coast; 
the  men  taken  at  Port  St.  Vincennes,  with  Lt:  Governor  Hamilton,  such 
of  the  British  &  German  Troops  of  Convention,  as  may  be  in  any  of  the 
Goals  of  the  Province,  &  to  oppose  Cols:  Curie  &  Elligood  for  an  exchange 
against  each  other. 

*This  refers  to  a  letter  from  Gov:  Jefferson  to  "the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
British  force  at  Portsmouth,"  dated  "In  Council  March  24th,  1781."  as  follows: 

"Sir, 

Some  of  the.  Citizens  of  this  State  taken  prisoners  when  not  in  Arms  and  enlarged 
on  parole  have  reported  the  Commanding  Officer  as  affirming  to  them  that  they 
should  be  punished  with  death  if  found  in  Arms.  This  has  given  occasion  to  the 
inclosed  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State.  It  suffices  to  observe  at 
present  that  by  the  laws  of  nations,  a.  breach  of  parole  (even  when  the  validity  of 
the  parole  is  unquestioned)  can  only  be  punished  by  strict  Confinement.  No  usage 
has  permitted  the  putting  to  Death  a  prisoner  for  this  Cause — 

I  would  willingly  suppose  that  no  British  Officer  had  ever  expressed  a  contrary 
Purpose.  It  has  however  become  my  Duty  to  declare  that  should  such  a.  Threat  be 
carried  into  Execution,  it  will  be  deemed  as  putting  Prisoners  to  Death  in  Cold 
Blood,  and  shall  be  followed  up  by  the  Execution  of  so  many  British  Prisoners  in 
our  possession.  I  trust  however  that  this  horrid  necessity  will  not  be  introduced  by 
you,  and  that  you  will  on  the  contrary  concur  with  us  in  endeavouring  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  alleviate  the  inevitable  miseries  of  war  by  treating  Captives  as  Humanity 
and  natural  honour  requires.  The  event  of  this  Contest  will  hardly  be  effected  by 
the  fate  of  a  few  miserable  Captives  in  War. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be  <Sjic,'' 
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1781.  Eespecting  the  Marines  in  your  possession,  I  will  enter  upon  an  exchange 

April  6th     for  them,  but  the  transaction  must  not  be  esteemed  a  precedent  to  pur- 
Marines     sue  hereafter,  as  the  Corps  of  Marines  belong  to  the  JSTavy,  &  exchanges 
must  operate  in  future  in  that  Department — 
Officers  to  be      I  will  moreover  consent  on  my  part,  tifat  all  Officers,  which  hereafter 
paroled      ^^^  ^^  made  Prisoners  of  War,  on  either  Side,  shall  be  reciprocally  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  Friends  on  parole  till  exchanged.     I  am  to 
request  your  immediate  Answer  to  this  Letter,  &  I  refer  to  Major  Callis 
to  explain  to  you,  my  Sense  of  a  number  of  civilities  I  have  formerly 
rec'd  in  Virginia,  '&  from  you  Sir,  in  particular. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  mo:  obt.,  most  Humble 
Servant." 


April  6th  MaJOR   JoHN   PrYOR   TO    COL.    DavIES. 

Kichmoud 
Wiint  of  ar-      Urging  the  employment,  at  a,ny  cost  of  "Tin  men"  and  "artists" 
mun'ition^"     ^'^.miliar  with  the  preparation  of  artillery  ammunition,  for  which  he  is 
"pressed  on  all  sides."    The  estimates  made  for  carrying  on  the  Labora- 
tory, of  the  highest  importance,  and  no  time  should  be  lost  in  suj^plying 
them. 


April  6th  Brig:  Genl:  G.  Weedon  to  Maj:  Genl:  Phillips. 

Williamsb'g  "Dr.  Sir, 

Propositions  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  the  2d  Inst:,  since  which 

for  exchange  ^^^^^  ^^^^  furnished  with  a  list  of  British  Prisoners  now  in  Eichmond, 
who  I  would  willingly  exchange  for  an  equal  number  of  Americans; 
Soldier  for  Soldier,  Seaman  for  Seaman,  &  Citizen  for  Citizen — Mr.  Moss 
Armstead,  who  will  deliver  you  this  is  authorised  to  ratify  on  my  part, 
the  Exchange  of  any  number  in  said  list,  you  may  please  to  agree  to. 

The  Executive  of  the  State  have  in  many  instances  granted  great 
indulgences  to  the  Captive  Officers  of  the  British  Army.  And  I  would 
wish  favors  of  a  similar  nature  might  be  extended  to  such  as  are  objects 
of  enlargement  on  Parole— I  mean  those  who  are  infirm  and  by  the 
chance  of  war  now  separated  from  their  Families. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  all  Personal 
respect,  yr:  mo:  obt  Servt." 


April  6th  DavID  EoSS   TO   CoL :    Wm.   DaVIES. 

Eichmond  An  Estimate  for  the  equipment  of  the  Virginia  line,  4500  men  is  just 
put  into  his  hands:  Supposes  it  is  intended  for  their  complete  fitting  out 
for  the  next  winter,  and  not  for  the  present  campaign.    But  as  ho  thinks 
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clothing,  accoutrements  and  other  military  stores  are  necessary  to  enable       1781. 
all  the  troops  of  Virginia  to  take  the  field  this  campaign,  especially  the    April  6th 
two  Legions  to  be  raised  for  Genl:  Spotswood,  estimates  should  be  made  How  esti- 
aecordingly.     The  exhausted  condition  of  the  Treasury  and  the  "  dis- ^Q^'^^^e"  for 
tressed  situation  of  our  Trade"  from  the  late  operations  of  the  Enemy  supplying 
require  that  these  estimates  be  based  more  upon  what  can  be  had,  than  *  ®  troops 
upon  what  is  actually  needed — He  thinks  "Eussia.  sheeting  or  canvass 
short  coats  &  vests,  with  scarlet  capes  &  cuffs  would  make  an  agreable 
wear  &  tolerable  figure  for  the  summer,"  and  perhaps  woollens  may  be 
gotten  for  the  winter.     As  many  of  the  articles  immediately  wanted 
must  come  from  the  Northern  States,  and  the  season  fast  advancing,  no 
time  is  to  be  lost — On  this  account  the  estimates  should  be  sent  in  at 
once. 


Jno:  Floyd  to  Col:  Geo:  Slaughtee.  April  7th 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  Capts.  Investiga- 
Wm.  Shannon,  and  James  Francis  Moore,  are  to  meet  at  Dowdle's  Sta-  d^uct'of°o^^' 
tion  on  Salt  Eiver, — at  which  any  witnesses  he  may  want  should  assem-  cers 
ble.     The  report  of  the  trial  to  be  sent  to  Genl:  Clarke  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble; but  as  that.  Oflicer  cannot  set  out  for  the  Falls  of  Ohio  before  1st 
June,  there  will  be  time  to  assemble  the  Commissioners,  any  four  of 
whom  can  act. 


Col:  Geo:  Slaugher  replies  to  John  Floyd,  that  he  cannot  get  his  wit-  April  7th 
nesses  by  the  time  specified,  Joseph  Lindsay  of  Lexington,  Mr.  Master-  Louisville 
son  of  Boonsburg  and  Col:  Stephen  Trigg  of  Lincoln  being  too  remote 
to  receive  the  notice — On  this  account  desires  the  trial  to  be  put  off 
until  the  20th,  &  to  be  held  at  that  place,  when  all  his  chief  witnesses, 
and  as  Capt:  Eobt.  Todd  expects  to  leave  as  bearer  of  an  Express  to 
Fort  Pitt. 


CoL :  Thomas  Eead  to  the  Governor.  April  7th 

Giving  the  opinion  of  the  Court  Martial,  respecting  the  marching  of  Charlotte  Co 
the  MiHtia  ordered  to  join  Genl :  Greene  and  asking  further  orders  in  the 
premises — He  begs  to  add,  that  at  the  late  approach  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Activity  of 
the  whole  of  the  militia  ordered  had  marched;  many  of  whom  were  ^®  ™        ' 
without  arms,  because  they  could  not  be  gotten — As  Genl :  Greene  could 
not  supply  them,  many  were  sent  back  to  their  homes,  so  that  the  entire 
force  of  the  County,  including  those  near  Portsmouth  had  "performed  a 
term  of  duty"  in  the  field — Nevertheless  should  the  order  for  sending 
the  "156  men  to  the  Southward"  be  repeated,  it  shall  be  obeyed. 
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1781.  Capt:  Edmund  Eead,  informs  the  Governor,  that  by  a  letter  received- 

April  7th    from  Col:  Skinker  of  King  George  Co.  this  morning,  he  learns  that  two 
Port  Eoyal,  large  Sloops  and  three  small  vessels  of  the  Enemy  had  come  up  to  Hooe's 
Caroline  Co.  Yerry,  landed  first  on  the  Maryland  Shore  and  did  much  mischeif,  then 
Depredations  crossed  the  river,  and  burned  all  Mr.  Hooe's  Houses,,  carrying  off  his 
of  the  enemy  negroes  and  stock — Under  these  circumstances,  he  has  determined  to 
march  at  once  to  the  assistance  of  the  people,  although  his  horses  are 
very  poor,  hoping  with  the  aid  of  "Gentlemen  volunteers"  of  that  place 
to  drive  off  the  plunderers. 


April  7th  Wm.  Campbell  Aid  de  Camp,  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

Camp  near      "  Sir, 

Scotts  J  ^^  honor'd  with- yours  in  Council  of  the  30th  ulto.  relative  to  the 

relief  of  the  Militia,  which  I  sincerely  wish  was  arrived, — as  it  will  be 
impossible  to  detain  these  in  the  field  above  a  few  days  longer  with  our 
Desertions    utmost  endeavors;  they  already  begin  to  be  much  dissatisfied,  and  deser- 
tion prevails  apace — 

A  number  of  the  enemy's  transports  sailed  yesterday  &  the  day  before, 
'tis  said  they  are  gone  for  New  York  to  take  on  board  a  further  rein- 
forcement to  be  commanded  by  Sr.  Henry  Clinton  in  person — they  are 
Enemy  at      indefatigable  in  strengthening  &  augmenting  their  works  at  Portsm'h, 
Portsmouth  ^^^j  fj-^^  every  information  I  can  gain,  their  intention  is  to  make  it  a 
place  of  arms,  &  transferr  the  seat  of  War  to  this  State. 
Nelson's  dra-      this  will  be  delivered  by  Lieut :  Armstead  of  Nelson's  D 'goons,  who 
goons       gQgg  ^p  ^Q  gollioit  a  supply  of  Cloathing  &  necessaries  for  the  Corps,  which 
they  are  in  the  utmost  want  of,  notwithstanding  they  were  ordered  in 
by  Genl:  Greene  from  the  Southward  to  refitt. — they  have  never  as  yett 
received  any  Boots  or  Breeches,  and  although  very  unfitt  to  take  the 
field,  they  have  been  doing  very  severe  duty  with  the  utmost  chearftil- 


ness. 


Genl:  Muhlenburg's  indisposition  prevents  him  from  writing." 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  (by  his  com'd) 
your  Bxcy's  most  obt  Servant. 


April  8th  J.  Prentis  TO  Gov :  Jepferson. 

Williamsb'g  "Dear  Sir, 

Kesigns  his  The  great  inconvenience  that  has  arisen  to  my  private  avoca- 

Coundl*  ^  *^^"^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^y  attendance  at  the  Council  Board,  has  impelled  me  to 
resign  the  Appointment— I  must  therefore  request  the  favor  of  Your 
Excellency  to  transmit  the  enclosed  Letter  of  resignation  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegates— Permit  me  to  tender  my  respects  to  yourself 
and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  and  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with 
great  respect, 

Yr:  Excelly's  most  obt  &  most  humble  Servt— " 
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Col:  J.  H.  Brooke  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

April  8th 
The  draft  for  the  Continental  Service  is  over,  and  all  the  men  collected,  Fauquier  Co. 
delivered  to  Major  Willis — Some  still  remaining  in  the  County  who  were 
sick,  but  will  be  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible — others  will  require  to  be 
compelled  to  march — The  Beef,  Clothing  and  Waggons  required  of  the 
County  will  be  duly  delivered — Lieut:  Col:  John  Blackwell,  appointed 
Deputy  under  Mr.  Brown,  will  attend  to  delivering  the  Cattle ;  will  send 
the  wagon  to  the  Q.  Master  at  Fredericksburg  and  take  charge  of  the 
clothing. 


Wm.  Davenport  to  Genl  :  Weeden.  April  8tli 

"Dr.  Sir,  Newport 

I  find  that  the  Eegulation  of  the  Troops  of  this  post  will  be  JNews 

attended  with  some  Confution  Except  some  person  can  in  writing,  orders, 
have  the  whole  direction.  Capt :  Kelly's  orders  only  mentions  that  the 
detachments  from  the  diferent  Countys  shall  act  in  conjunction  with 
him.  Capt  Wells  of  Warwick  County,  has  marched  his  men  within  Insubordina- 
Three  miles  of  Camp,  and  Eefuses  to  march  them  any  lower,  unless  he  ^^°^ 
thinks  proper,  or  can  see  some  orders  to  Comm'd  him.  I  sent  to  him 
this  morning  and  ordered  his  Cavalry  to  Join  mine,  and  his  Infantry  to 
Join  Capt:  Kelley — he  sent  me  for  answer,  that  if  my  Orders  ware  in 
writing  from  you,  he  should  obey  them,  and  not  otherwise. 

A  Small  Sloop  left  Portsmouth  last  night,  and  came  Two,  of  the  point 
this  morning,  got  under  way  and  stood  up  James  Eiver.  the  Patroit  at 
the  same  time  was  standing  down,  the  latter  gave  chase  and  soon  come 
up  with  the  Sloop.  They  Amediately  Ingaged,  and  was  fighting  upwards 
of  Two  Ours — 

The  Patriot  Twise  attempted  to  Bord  the  Sloop,  but  fell  Through  in  Capture  of 

his  attempt,    the  sloop  cut  away  his  main  halliards  and  his  Main  Sail  ^^?  ®*^'®  ,, 

^  r  J  schooner  Ira- 

fell  to  the  deck,     the  patriot  cut  a  way  the  sloops  peek  tey.    the  sloop  triot 

Eun  a  long  side  the  Patriot  and  fired  a  Broad  Side  in  her.  She  Amedi- 
ately struck,  and  the  men  from  the  Sloop  Borded  her.  they  are  now  at 
anker  of  Francis  James  and  seem  very  Bissey  flitting  their  Sales,  the 
men  on  bord  the  Patriot  behaved  very  spirited^'— the  Sloop  has  a  large 
number  of  men  on  bord. 

There  is  a  small  Vessle  in  a  Creek  opposit  to  the  place  that  they  now  Watching 
lay — they  sent  a  boat  allmost  to  the  mouth  of  the  Creek,  and  it  has  enemy 

Eeturned.  Should  they  attempt  to  send  in  for  her,  I  will  send  them  up 
prisoners  to  you  before  day,  or  shall  be  much  disceaved — 

I  will  thank  you  to  give  the  bearer  an  Order  for  some  paper,  as  it  is 
out  of  my  power,  to  get  a  sheet  at  this  place — 

I  am  with  Eespect  Yr:  Obt:  Servt:" 
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1781.  P.  S.     "I  think  it  would  be  necessary  for  to  Eeceive  my  CountersineS 

April  8th    from  you,  in  ease  I  should  send  to  you  in  the  night — half  a  dozen  at  the 
time  if  you  think  proper." 


April  8th 
"Willi  amsb'g 

Movements 
of  troops 


Character  of 
his  proposal 
to  the  British 
General  in 
regard  to  ex- 
changes 


The  enemy 
about  to 


Brig:  Gbnl:  G.  Weeden  to  Gov:  Jefpeeson. 

"Dr.  Sir, 

I  am  honor'd  with  a  resolution  of  Council  of  4th  Inst:  &  your 
previous  Letter  directing  the  disposal  of  the  Militia,  &  have  lodged 
orders  at  Hanover  Court  House,  for  the  Commanding  Officers,  who  are 
directed  to  cross  James  Elver  at  Sandy  Point  &  join  Genl:  Muhlenberg. 
The  men  from  Frederick  &  Berkeley  have  ordered  to  join  me,  as  from 
frequent  application,  have  been  obliged  to  discharge  those  men  drawn 
out  from  this  part  of  the  Country,  as  also  those  from  Gloster — "  *    *    * 

"When  I  wrote  to  the  British  Genl.  at  Portsmouth  on  the  subject  of 
Exchange,  I  did  not  particularize,  or  even  communicate  a  wish  in  favor  of 
any  Individual,  as  your  Board  may  see  by  my  Letter  2nd  Inst:  &  Copy 
of  which  is  inclosed,  leaving  the  List  for  exchange  entirely  to  the  execu- 
tive; nor  can  I  with  any  propriety  ask  any  enlargement  for  any  particu- 
lar person,  without  incurring  the  displeasure  of  those  who  would  remain ; 
as  a  request  of  that  sort  would  not  only  carry  marks  of  partiality  with 
it,  but  might,  if  granted,  be  considered  by  the  British  Commander  as  an 
obligation.  I  therefore,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  Inst:,  which  accompanied 
Armstead's  Flag,  only  hinted  at  the  justness  of  such  a  favor;  it  having 
been  in  many  instances,  granted  the  British  Prisoners,  leaving  Mr.  Arm- 
stead  to  mention  Col:  Curie,  as  the  object  of  the  Hint — Nor  could  I  dic- 
tate a  Parole  to  Col.  Curie.  I  am  persuaded,  he  will  sign  nothing  deroga- 
tory to  his  Honor,  or  the  Laws  of  the  State.  I  yesterday  ree'd  from 
Major  Genl:  Phillips,  answer  to  my  Letters  of  2nd  by  Major  Callis — 
Copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  It  would  seem  by  Genl : 
Phillips'  Letters,  as  well  as  by  the  resolution  of  the  Executive,  that  I 
had  officially  proposed  Col:  Curie  against  Col:  Allegood — I  beg  your 
Excellency  however  to  be  satisfied,  this  was  not  the  case,  &  further  that 
I  have  not,  nor  will  I  concern  with  matters  of  this  sort,  but  on  a  just  & 
liberal  Scale,  first  authorized  by  the  Executive  or  Commdg.  Officer. 

I  would  wish  at  the  Same  time  to  encourage  the  reciprocal  advantages 
arising  to  each  Side,  in  Liberal  exchanges,  it  also  seems  to  be  the  desire 
of  Genl:  Phillips,  and  as  the  List  sent  in  by  Mr.  Armstead  will  not  lib- 
erate the  whole  of  our  prisoners  in  their  Hands,  can  I  not  be  authorized 
to  assure  the  British  Genl:  that  on  sending  the  whole  of  them  out,  that 
were  taken  in  arms,  an  equal  number  shall  be  sent  him,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  marched  from  the  Back  Country? 

The  Enemy  are  making  the  greatest  preparations  for  a  move.  It  is 
said,  a  Junction  w'th  Ld:  Cornwallis  is  the  Object,    if  so,  the  doubt  is, 
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whether  they  will  attempt  it,  by  the  Great  Bridge,  Cape  Pear,  or  up       1781. 
James  Eiver  &  by  Petersburg —  April  8th 

All  their  ships  are  gone  out,  except  a  few  that  lay  in  Elizabeth  River. 
I  have  the  Honor,  to  be  with  high  Esteem 
yr:  Excellencies  Most  ob  Servant. 


needed 


Ro:  Wooding  County  Lieut:  to  the  Governor.  April  8tli 

Halifax  Co. 
As  soon  as  he  was  put  in  Command  of  that  County,  he  enquired  into  Commissions 
the  Condition  of  the  militia,  and  finds  the  greater  part  of  the  Officers 
were  serving  under  recommendations  and  appointments  merely,  but 
without  Commissions — Under  this  state  of  things  they  would  not  be 
liable  to  punishment,  if  derilect  in  duty.  He  therefore  begs  to  be  sup- 
plied with  a  number  of  Blank  Commissions,  especially  as  the  Order  for 
Marching  a  reinforcement  to  Genl :  Greene  will  be  put  into  execution  at 
once — He  is  greatly  in  want  of  paper. 

Endorsed. 

"Mr.  Blair  will  be  pleased  to  inclose  two  dozen  blank  Commissions  to 
Colo:  Wooding. 

TH:  JEFFERSON." 


Ed  :  Butler  to  Col  :  Davies.  April  8th 

He  has  sent  a  wagon  and  team  as  ordered  to  Mr.  Southall,  but  he  Hanover  Co. 
returns  "her  as  insuficient" — no  better  one  can  be  gotten  in  the  County. 


Saml:  HuNTiNdTON,  PresV  of  Congress,  to  Gov:  Jeeperson  op  Va.    April  9th 

Philadelphia 
Enclosing  Act  of  Congress  of  8th  Instant,  recommending  to  the  Execu-  Expected  in- 
tives  of  Delaware,  Maryland  &  Virginia  to  take  immediate  steps  to  remove  vasion  of  Ma- 
all  public  stores,  provisions,  forage  public  &  private,  except  what  may  be  ginia,  &c. 
necessary  for  the  inhabitants,  from  the  Peninsula  between  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  Bays,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy — Horses  should  be  added — This  is  occasioned  by  the  intelligence 
from  New  York,  threatening  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  Enemy  upon  the 
above  mentioned  Country. 


Henry  Lee  Co;  Lieut:  to  Gov:  Jepperson.  April  9th 

"Sir, 

On  the  first  Instant,  a  small  schooner  Vessel,  tender  to  the  Trimer  Prince  Wm. 
privateer  belonging  to  Goodrichs  Company  with  21  men,  commanded  by 
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1781.       one  Dickson  went  up  to  Alexandria  and  in  the  night  attempted  tp  cut 
April  9th     out  before  the  Town  a  vessel  belonging  to  Baltimore,     fortunately  they 
Capture  of  a  were  discovered  and  the  wind  changing,  prevented  their  succeeding. 
vatee?and     ^^^7  immediately  made  oiF  down  the  river,  and  were  pursued  by  two 
her  men         Armed  Yessels,  and  owing  to  a  favourable  north  west  wind  was  taken 
before  they  got  to  the  Trimer  w'ch  with  the  -'Supprise"  and  another 
sloop  of  War  laid  at  Cedar  point,  belonging  to  the  same  Company — As 
soon  as  the  Schooner  found  she  must  be  taken,  the  men  took  to  their 
boats  and  landed  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Eiver.     16  of  them  were 
taken  by  the  inhabitants,  8  of  whom  were  sent  to  Pred'sburg,  from 
whence  I  hear  they  are  sent  to  Winchester,     the  others  were  sent  up  in 
the  vessel  that  pursued  them,  to  Alexandria  and  are  confined  in  that 
Their  depre-  Joal.     Among  them  is  Dickson.     The  Privateers  as  they  came  up,  took 
the'way  ^      thirty  negroes  and  the  overseer,  from  a  Plantation  of  Consellor  Carters, 
at  Coles'  Point  in  Westmoreland,  and  have  Plundered  the  Houses  of 
Messres  Gerard  Hooe,  John  Washington,  and  many  other  persons  of  all 
their  furniture  &  other  valuable  Effects,  and  taken  off  some  negroes. 
On  Friday  last  in  the  night  (we  had  an  acc't  yesterday  from  a  man  from 
Maryland)  they  went  up  Port  Tobacco  Creek,  and  there  did  great  dam- 
age :  Plundered  the  houses  of  Mr.  Walter  Hanson,  Mr.  Neale — carried 
Mr.  Neale  off  and  also  a  son  of  Mr.  Hanson — Plundered  the  house  of 
the  Priest  and  many  others.     Mr.  George  Dent's  houses,  they  burnt, 
and  a  fine  stallion  and  two  chair  horses  suffered  in  the  flames.   Mr.  Law- 
son,  Manager  to  Colo:  Tayloe's  Neabsco  Iron  Works  near  me,  lost  also 
a  vessel  loaded  with  100  barrels  of  corn :  was  taken  from  Nanjamy.    On 
receiving  official  notice  from  the  County  Lieutenant  of  Stafford  that  the 
Enemy  were  making  up  the  River,  and  the  Town  of  Dumfries  with  the 
Warehouses  on  Quantico  Creek  might  be  their  object,  and  that  the 
Steps  taken    Inhabitants  might  be  secured  ag'st  these  Plunderers,  I  immediately 
thebTJs*igns  ordered  all  the  militia  that  could  be  armed,  to  rendezvous  at  the  mouth 
of  Quantico,  and  them  having  been  there  two  days  about  forty  then  on 
duty— if  the  Enemy  do  not  appear  on  the  shifting  of  the  wind,  which 
being  this  two  days  at  North  west  and  ag'st  them— I  shall  only  keep  a 
few  look  outs,   if  the  Enemy  had  succeeded  at  Alexandria  they  intended, 
Mount  Ver-    one  of  the  Prisoners  says,  to  have  burnt  Genl :  Washington's  Houses 
Tton  HaU  """  Plundered  Colo.  Mason  and  myself,  and  endeavoured  to  have  made  me  a 
threatened      prisoner— As  the  Act  of  Assembly  impowers  you  to  raise  any  number 
of  horse,  it  would  be  adviseable  to  order  a  few  horse  to  be  raised  in  the 
different  Countys  on  Potomac,  and  Constantly  Keep  in  pay  to  give  notice 
of  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  from  time  to  time,  w'ch  would  be  of 
amazing  utility  and  Quiet  the  Inhabitants  in  their  Possessions,  and  save 
many  familys  from  being  Plundered— I  hope  to  receive  your  Answer  by 
the  return  of  the  Post  with  such  orders  as  you  may  Please  to  give,  w'ch 
shall  be  implicitly  obeyed  by 

Yr:  Excellency's  most  obt.  Servt." 
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Col :  Davies  recommends  to  the  Executive,  that,  as  there  is  a  good  deal  1781. 

of  work  done  at  Dinwiddle  Co.  House  "for  the  public,"  and  as  a  good  April  9th 

Blacksmith  is  much  wanting  there  to  complete  the  wagons,  Mr.  Harda-  War  Office 
way  can  be  employed  to  do  that  work  at  4  shillings  pr.  day. 


Majr.  Ed  :  Claiborne  to  the  Governor, — enclosing  extract  of  letter    April  9th 

from  M.  Lafayette. 
"Sir, 

I  have  received  the  extract  from  the  Marquis'  letter  respecting    Kichmond 
wagons  to  transport  ammunition,  with  an  order  affixed  from  your  Excel- 
lency to  take  measures  to  answer  the  demand. 

However  easy  it  was  for  your  Excellency  to  Issue  such  an  order,  the  Failure  to 
business  is  attended  with  so  many  difficulties  that  I  am  very  fearful  it  t"'anf "^rta 
will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  it.    I  beg  leave  to  recommend  tion 
to  your  Excellency  my  situation — I  have  failed  in  all  my  endeavours 
towards  obtaining  the  wagons,  agreable  to  the  late  provision  law,  that 
were  to  have  been  in  actual  service  long  before  this !    I  am  disappointed 
in  the  "Waggons  that  were  to  be  Brigaded  by  the  County  Commissioners 
agreable  to  the  orders  of  the  Executive,  and  I  have  not  a  farthing  of 
money!     It  is  true  that  I  tave  obtained  a  "Warrant  upon  the  State 
Treasury   for  a   sum,   but  it   has  availed  me  nothing:   I   have   made 
daily  and  almost  hourly  applications,  but  without  success.     Thus  cir- 
cumstanced, and  having  no  public  "Waggons  in  the  State,  but  what  are 
already  appropriated,  and  that  very  necessarily :   I  ask  Government  for 
aid,  or  I  must  decline  the  attempt,  as  I  have  no  possible  prospect  of 
accomplishing  the  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect  &  esteem,  &c." 

Extract  &c. 
Annapolis  April  4th  1781 — 

"I  hear  that  Genl:  Greene  is  in  want  of  ammunition,  and  am  going  to  Artillery  for 
send  on  four  field  pieces  to  him,  with  twelve  hundred  rounds,  and  near  ^®°-  C^reene 
one  hundred  thousand  Cartridges — Gov :  Lee  has  promised  to  have  them 
forwarded  to  Fredericksburg,  where  I  hope  they  will  meet  horses  and 
Waggons  provided,  as  their  speedy  arrival  at  the  Southern  Army  may 
prove  to  be  of  essential  service." 

In  Council  April  9th  1781. 

Major  Claiborne  will  be  pleased  to  take  measures  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  above — 

TH:  JEFPEESON." 

(A.  Copy) 
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1781.  Col:  Henry  To-wles,  to  the  Executive. 

April  9th 
Lancaster  Co      Eecommending,  that  Mr.  Wm.  Chewning  be  exempt  from  payment  of 
the  "specific  Tax,"  inasmuch  as  he  has  lately  been  plundered  by  the 
enemy — 


April  10th  Col:  Davies  to  the  Executive. 

War  Office       Drawing  attention  to  the  irregularities  of  the  pay  department,  by 
Pay  Depart-  which  many  discharged  soldiers  have  not  received  their  dues — Suggests 
™®'^'        that  a  stipulated  sum  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  good  officer  to  pay  off 
these  arrearages,  and  recommends  Oapt:  Hamilton  for  this  duty. 


April  10th  Col:  Wm.  Christian  to  the  Governor  op  Yirga. 

Montgomery  "Sir, 

^°-  About  the  first  of  March  Major  Martin  called  on  me,  on  his  way  from 

Genl:  Greene's  Camp,  to  the  Great  Island,  and  delivered  me  a  Commis- 
sion signed  by  the  General,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  enclose  to  Tour 
Indian  affairs  Excellency.     Major  Martin  requested  me  to  write  to  the  "Warriors  upon 
the  subject;  which  I  did,  and  we  concluded  that  it  would  be  well  for 
Colonels  Arthur  Campbell,  Col:  Shilby,  Col:  Severe,  and  Major  Martin, 
who  all  live  convenient,  to  endeavour  to  put  the  Business  in  motion.     I 
have  lately  received  a  letter  informing  me,  that  they  met  at  the  Island 
on  the  24th  of  March,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Cheifs,  and  sent  off  an  Indian 
with  their  Letter  and  mine;  an  answer  to  which  is  expected  the  latter 
end  of  this  month.     They  also  wrote  to  the  Chickasaws,  and  desired  an 
Answer  in  four  months,  but  report  says  we  can  expect  no  Peace  with 
Col.  Sevier    that  Nation  while  we  maintain  the  Post  at  the  Iron  Bank.    Col:  Severe 
the  CMcka-*  "^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  '^^^  °^  Horseback  from  Washington  in  Carolina,  made 
saws  an  Incursion  into  the  middle  Cherokee  settlements  early  in  March;  sur- 

prised one  Village,  at  which  he  Killed  &  took  some  of  their  People,  and 
plundered  two  other  Villages,  which  the  People  evacuated.  "With  the 
Prisoners,  perhaps  twenty  women  &  Children,  Some  Horses  and  Goods 
he  hastened  back,  before  the  Warriors  could  Assemble.  About  100 
Cherokee  Families  is  said  to  be  subsisted  in  Georgia.  People  of  all  ranks 
appear  to  have  a  desire  to  encroach  upon  the  Indian  Lands :  this  will 
throw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  Treaty.  They  have  been  illtreated 
on  the  one  Hand,  and  caressed  on  the  other,  so  that  I  have  very  little 
hopes  any  thing  can  be  done  with  them.  The  only  great  Inducements 
the  Indians  can  have  for  treating:  are  for  us  to  do  them  Justice  respect- 
ing their  Land,  and  to  subsist  their  Families  this  Summer.  As  to  the 
Land,  Virginia  is  but  little  concerned. 
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Last  night  Your  Excellency's  Letter  was  delivered  me,  and  I  appre-       1781. 
hend  some  Difficulties  may  arise  in  the  two  Appointments,  if  the  Indians    April  10th 
should  meet  at  the  end  of  this  Month.    If  a  Meeting  is  brought  about, 
great  Expence  will  attend  it,  and  I  cant  see  what  will  be  done  without 
money,  unless  Tour  Excellency  has  ordered  some  to  be  sent  up.     Por  Loss  of  State 
should  but  Twenty  Indians  meet,  they  can't  be  subsisted  a  Day  upon  the       ""^^  ' 
credit  of  the  State. 

I  am  Your  Excellency's  most  ob  Servant." 


Col:  Wm.  Preston  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  lOth 

He  had  received,  on  the  day  before,  his  Excellency's  letter  and  other  Montgomery 
Papers  by  the  hands  of  "Wheeling  the  Messenger":  and  was  then  on 
his  return  from  Montgomery  Co.  House,  where  he  had  been  engaged  Ingliss' 
with  the  Magistrates  and  Militia  Officers,  in  laying  off  the  County  into  rerry 

Districts,  preparatory  to  raising  the  quota  of  Troops  for  the  Continenal 
service :  and  at  the  same  time  had  given  the  Orders  for  raising  the  men 
required  for  Genl:  Green's  Army.     He  is  however  apprehensive  of  great  Difficulty  of 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  those  measures,  because  "the  Officers  &  men  ^^^^"^  ™®"' 
have  been  so  harra'ssed  with  hard  duty  for  near  a  year  past"  that  they 
complain  for  want  of  time  to  provide  for  their  families — 

Should  the  Cherokees  be  inclined  to  treat,  which  he  doubts,  "the  great 
distance  to  the  Big  Island  ",  his  infirm  health,  and  engrossing  care  of  the 
Militia  at  this  juncture,  wiU  he  hopes  excuse  him  from  "attending  on 
that  business." 

With  the  "Eeturn"  of  the  strength  of  the  Militia  of  Montgomery, 
which  he  will  soon  forward,  he  will  send  to  his  Excellency  a  Justification 
of  his  conduct  in  carrying  the  Militia  to  North  Carolina,  in  February 
last;  as  he  hears  "illiberal  reflections"  have  been  made  against  him  by 
gentlemen  down  the  Country,  who  perhaps  are  as  ignorant  of  the  facts, 
as  they  are  of  the  duties  of  a  Militia  Officer. 


Capt:  Bdmd.  Eead  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  loth 

"Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  on  this  Eiver,  the  Enemy  has  not  attempted  to  Boyd's  Hole 

Land  on  the  Virginia  Shear,     they  did  great  damage  in  many  places  on  ^^  Potomac 

the  Maryland  Side  of  the  Eiver — burnt  and  Destroyed  wharever  they  Enemy's 

went,  took  off  the  whole  of  the  Tobacco  at  Ceeder  point,  opposite  Hooe's  depredations 
'  ^        '    ^^  in  Maryland 

Ferry.     On  Sunday  evening  the  Enemy's  vessels  fell  down  from  Ceeder 

Point  about  30  miles,    they  this  morning  appeared  against  Mr.  Hooe's, 

whare  I  was  posted  with  my  Dragoons  &  some  few  Militia,  and  I  followed 

them  along  shear  to  this  place  whare  the  Militia  of  this  County  (King 

George)  is  Posted.     The  whole  of  the  Fleete  amounted  to  two  twenty 
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1781.       four  Gun  Ships,  two  Eighteen  &  six  Transports  &  Tenders-they  seem 

April  10th  to  be  crowded  with  men.    the  made  no  stop  at  this  place,  but  stood  up 

Strength  of    the  Eiver  for  EUexandery.    I  think  it  my  Duty  to  Lend  every  Assist- 

the  enemy's    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^iytia-  on  this  Eiver,  and  shall  continue  with  them  (m  as 

^°'"'  poor  order  as  my  horses  are  in)  untill  they  are  disbanded,  or  your  orders 

to  the  contrary.    The  militia  Imbodyed  at  this  place  is  abt.  two  hundred 

&  60  only  that  has  armes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's 
mo:  obt.  hble  servant." 


April  lOth  Major  Alex:  Dick  to  the  Governor. 

Camp  Ever-      He  had  received  a  letter  from  Col:  Muter,  saying  the  "three  State 

ards'  Mill    ]Regiments  were  to  be  consolidated  into  one,  the  oldest  Commissioned, 

Officers  to  remain  in  Command.     He  is  thus  entitled  to  a  Command, 

Asks  for  pay,  should  this  arrangement  take  place— Begs  for  a  duplicate  order  on  the 

*"•         Cont'l  Paymaster  for  his  pay,  having  lost  the  original  when  the  Enemy 

came  to  Eichmond.     His  expences  more  than  double  his  pay,  at  the 

present  rate  of  depreciation  of  the  Currency. 


April  10th  EoBT.  Walton  to  Gov :  Jefferson. 

Prince  Ed-  Sending  him  a  Draft,  drawn  by  Genl:  Greene  in  his  favor,  for  one  hun- 
ward  Co.  ^^^^  ^^^  twenty  six  thousand  pounds  James  Eiver  Tobacco,  for  horses 
delivered  by  him  "for  the  use  of  the  Legion,"  which  were  horses  pur- 
chased by  him  for  the  Continental  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Georgia," 
who  he  expects  will  soon  be  on  "to  endeavor  to  have  themselves  re-elected 
in  their  own  State"  and  will  expect  to  receive  of  him  their  horses.  A 
cash  draft  on  the  Treasury  will  answer,  as  he  intends  laying  out  the 
money  at  once  in  horses. 


April  11th  J.  Skinker  to  Gov :  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 

Boyd's  Hole  I  rec'd  your  Excellency's  Letter  by  Express  Thursday  morning 

last,  directing  me  to  send  114  men  from  this  County  to  Williamsburg  to 

perform  a  Term  of  Duty,     late  the  same  Evening  I  rec'd  a  Letter  from 

Col :  Stith  on  Potomack  informing  me  that  3  large  Schooners  and  some 

smaller  Vessels  of  the  Enemy  were  opposite  Hooe's  Ferry,    they  came 

Depredations  too,  and  about  8-o-clock  at  night,  landed  at  Mr.  Garrard  Hooes,  plun- 

of  the  enOTny  (jej-ed  his  House,  and  what  they  could  not  carry  away,  they  uttterly 

ginia  side      destroyed,    they  also  took  off  4  of  his  negroes  and  set  fire  to  his  House, 

w'ch  the  Capt:  of  the  Gang  permitted  the  overseer  to  extinguish,     they 

y'n  proceeded  a  few  miles  up  the  river  to  Mr.  Eobt.  Washington's,  where 
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the  same  horrid  scene  was  again  renewed  with  every  agravating  cir-       1781. 
cumstance  that  can  be  conceived,     they  carried  off  4  of  his  negroes  and    April  11th 
destroyed  almost  every  article  of  his  Furniture  that  Gent:  was  possessed 
of;  they  y'n  returned  on  board,  and  the  next  day  landed  on  the  Mary-  On  the  Mary- 
land  Shore,  and  proceeded  to  Mr.  Dents  where  (as  we  heard  a  good  deal 
of  firing)  they  were  opposed,  but  without  eifect,  as  we  soon  discovered 
all  that  Gent's  fine  buildings  in  flames,     their  next  object  was  the  Eoman 
Priests  House,  w'ch  they  robbed  of  every  thing  they  could  carry  off, 
and  y'n  went  to  Mrs.  Hansen's,  whom  they  also  plundered.     Their  Ves- 
sels y'n  returned  down  the  Eiver  and  came  too,  off  Cedar  Point,     they 
landed  and  were  opposed  by  a  small  party  of  militia,  tho'  I  apprehend 
without  much  effect,  as  I  am  inform'd  they  took  of  the  Tobacco  that 
was  in  the  Warehouses  at  that  place.    Sunday  momiag  they  proceeded 
down  the  Eiver,  and  was  in  hopes  that  I  sh'd  be  able  to  discharge  the 
militia  and  comply  with  your  requisition,  but  before  that  took  place,  I 
rec'd  an  Express  from  Colo.  Washington,  informing  me  that  several  large 
ships  were  coming  up  Potomack.    in  a  few  hours  after  we  could  distin- 
guish 3  lying  at  Anchor,  where  they  continued,  as  the  wind  was  strong 
agst:  them  'til  yesterday  morning,  when  they  got  under  way  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Eiver.    they  consist  of  4  ships,  none  less  y'n  20  Guns,  Strength  of 
two  Brigs  and  two  Tenders.     As  the  wind  was  fair  I  do  imagine  they  a    jf^^j'a  * 
would  get  up  as  high  as  Dumfries  yt.  Evening,     it  is  generally  conjee-  prehensions 
tured  Alexandria  is  their  object — On  their  return,  I  am  apprehensive  we  *''8^®"°'" 
shall  receive  a  visit  from  them,  and  am  really  sorry  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency, that  not  a  third  of  my  militia  have  arms  fit  for  service — it  has 
never  been  in  my  power  to  procure  the  150  Guns,  you  sent  me  an  order 
for  on  the  Managers  of  the  Factory  at  Fredericksburg — As  the  scitua-  Necessity  of 

tion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Potomk.  is  very  alarming  &  distressing  and  defending 

JO  b  t]je  country, 

we  have  near  30  miles  of  County  to  protect  from  the  depredations  of  &c. 

these  Pirates.  I  beg  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  w'd  take  the  matter 
under  consideration  &  countermand  the  order  for  sending  114  men  with 
Guns,  (w'ch  is  impossible  to  spare)  from  this  County.  I  am  now  encamp'd 
at  this  place  &  shall  continue  'til  the  ships  return  down,  we  are  endeav- 
oring to  secure  the  public  Tob.  w'ch  is  very  considerable,  and  I  think  in 
great  danger,  as  the  Houses  are  on  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  their  ves- 
sels can  come  within  150  yards  of  the  shore.  I  am  under  the  greatest  Capt.  Bead's 
obligations  to  Capt  Eead  and  his  Troop  of  Horse,  who  on  informing  him  cavalry 
of  my  scituation  immediately  Join'd  and  is  now  with  me,  and  I  do  expect 
if  the  Enemy  sh'd  land,  will  render  us  very  essential  service.  I  shall  be 
highly  oblig'd  to  your  Excellency  to  write  to  me  by  the  return  of  the 
Express — 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Esteem  yr:  Excellency's 
mo:  obt:  &  Hble  Servant." 
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1781.  Col:  James  Callaway  to  the  Governoe. 

April  llth 
Bedford         In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Executive,  has  ordered  out  the 
three  hundred  and  eighty  men  to  join  the  Southern  Army ;  but  as  informa- 
tion has  reached  him  that  Genl:  Greene  is  so  far  South,  that  it  will  be 
Want  of  men  almost  impossible  for  them  to  reach  him  in  time,  he  begs  to  suggest  that 
at  home     ^^^  ^^^  ^^  allowed  to  remain  at  homo  at  this  particularly  important 
period  of  the  year,  in  order  to  attend  to  their  crops,  &c.— By  Col:  Lynch, 
who  is  just  from  Genl:  Greene's  Hd:  Quarters  at  Deep  Eiver,  about  one 
Cornwallis    hundred  and  forty  miles  disdant,  he  learns  that  Ld:  Comwallis  "had 
pasd:  Cross-Creek  on  his  way  to  "Wilmington,"  before  he  left  there.     Mr. 
Ewing  the  "Express"  "finds  himself  a  horse  and  pays  his  own  expences." 
Hopes  he  will  receive  adequate  pay  for  his  services — 


April  llth  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies  to  the  Governoe. 

War  Office       Asking  instructions  as  to  recovering  an  amount  of  powder  lent  the 
Continental  Service,  now  needed  for  the  use  of  a  Privateer. 


April  llth       Wm.  Hay  informs  Col:  Davies  he  has  despatched  an  Express  to  tra- 

Eiohmond    verse  the  Country  about  the  Lead  Mines  in  search  of  that  article,  but 

Want  of  lead  as  he  has  not  returned,  does  not  know  how  much  can  be  gotten.     He 

has  two  thousand  pounds  of  Powder  in  Manchester,  which  should  be 

sent  to  Westham — other  articles  also,  Eope;  Flints  &c — all  which  should 

be  banded  over  to  the  Commissary  of  Mil:  Stores. 


April  llth  W.  Brown  S.  C.  M.  Stores  to  Col  :  Davies. 

Ordnance,        Urging  the  removal  of  the  Stores  from  New  Castle,  and  desiring  Capt : 
"■         Pryor  to  send  some  one  to  take  charge  of  them — There  are  fifteen  can- 
non at  South  Quay,  but  no  other  stores — He  sent  a  return  of  the  Mus- 
kets at  Dinwiddie  Co.  House,  as  also  an  acct.  of  the  work  done  at  that 
place. 


April  llth  Garret  VnMeter  Col  :  Comq.  to  Gov  :  Jefferson. 

HaiMshire  He  has  just  received  his  Excellency's  letters  of  the  26th  &  27th  ult: 
requiring  two  hundred  and  forty  two  of  the  County  Militia  to  march  at 
once  to  Williamsburg,  but  apprehends  difiBculty  in  executing  this  order. 
Continues  "  I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  a  dangerous  insur- 
rection has  lately  arrisen  in  this  County,  occasioned  by  the  execution  of 
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the  late  Acts  of  Assembly  for  Eeeruiting  this  States  Quota  of  Troops  to       1781. 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  the  Act  for  supplying  the  Army    April  lltli 
with  Clothes,  Prisoners  &  Waggons :  in  consequence  of  which  t^e  Col-  Insurrection 
lector  of  the  Tax  under  the  former  Act  has  been  opposed  in  the  Execu-  ^nd  opposi- 
tion of  his  Duty,  and  has  been  obliged  to  desist  from  any  further  pro-  tion  to  the 

i^fl.x  pollpctor 

ceeding  therein,  and  although  every  measure  that  prudence  could  sug-  ^^  ' 

gest  has  been  taken,  to  suppress  the  Eioters,  yet  it  has  proved  inefectual 
by  reason  of  their  having  a  superior  force — I  therefore  thought  it  my 
duty  to  lay  this  matter  before  your  Excellency,  and  hope  such  measures 
will  be  taken  in  consequence  of  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  for  giving  your 
Excellency  farther  powers  &c.  as  shall  be  thought  requisite." 


Co. 


Geo :  Bird,  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  collect  the  specific  Tax  on  April  12th 
Grain,  Tobacco  &c  asks  instructions  of  the  Executive,  as  to  whether  he  Middlesex 
shall  credit  those  citizens  who  fed  their  grain  to  the  cattle  they  agreed 
to  keep  for  the  State,  with  the  amount  thus  used,  on  account  of  the 
quantity  due  from  them.  Mr.  Wm.  Chewning  a  deputy  Commissioner 
seized  a  number  of  cattle,  and  under  supposed  instructions  from  Mr. 
Brown  had  consented  that  this  should  be  done. 


Capt:  John  Obannon  to  the  Executive.  April  12th 

Urging  his  claim  to  succeed  Major  Aylett  Buckner  as  Major  of  the  Williamsb'g 
Fauquier  Battalion,  who  has  been  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill- 
health — ^He  is  recommended  by  the  County  Officers — 


Col:  Fka:  Taylor  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  I2th 

When  Col:  Wood  returned  on  the  9th  inst:  he  ordered  a  Board  of  Offl-  "Winchester 
cers  to  assemble,  and  decide  as  to  the  right  of  the  men  enlisted  to  serve 
at  Albemarle  Barracks  to  their  discharge — As  a  consequence  three  com- 
panies have  been  discharged :   nearly  all  the  others  set  up  the  same  Disorganized 
claim,  and  so  many  have  deserted,  because  of  the  great  dissatisfaction  ^*^*6  o^  •■'^^ 
on  this  hand,  that  in  a  short  time  scarcely  men  enough  will  be  left  to  do 
the  necessary  guard  duty:  and  these  are  nearly  naked.    He  thinks  they 
should  all  be  discharged,  and  the  Officers  retired :  thinks  one  hundred 
men  to  be  raised  in  that  County  will  suffice  as  a  guard — concludes  "I  Injustice  to 
am  sorry  to  mention  again  to  your  Excellency  the  injustice  or  partiality  officers 

with  which  our  officers  have  been  treated  by  not  being  allowed  to 
have  the  depreciation  of  their  pay,  in  common  with  others.  The  West- 
ern Battalion  had  not  been  more  than  half  the  time  in  service,  when  the 
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1781.       resolution  was  made,  and  the  ofScers  belonging  to  it,  have  received  their 
April  12th    money  for  depreciation."     Eequests  that  their  case  be  brought  before 
the  next.Genl:  Assembly. 


April  12th  MaJOR   ClAIBORNE   TO   THE   GOVEENOR. 

Eichmond 
Impressed  Eespecting  the  horses  lately  impressed  &  purchased  for  the  expedition 

horses  ^^  Portsmouth,  now  collected  at  Petersburg  by  orders  of  Baron  Steuben. 
Many  of  the  owners  are  willing  to  take  them  back  and  give  up  their 
certificates — He  has  directed  Capt:  Holmes,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Elliott, 
to  receive  these;  and  to  send  all  the  horses  remaining,  up  to  pasturage 
near  Carters  Ferry. 


April  12th 

War  Office 

Philadelphia 


Eelief  for 
prisoners, 
and  how  to 
delivered 


Want  of 
arms  and 
money 


WiLLM.    GrRATSON,   TO   GoV :    JeFFERSON   OF   Va. 

"Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  March  31st,  referred  to 
the  Board  by  Congress,  they  beg  leave  to  observe  that  they  think  it  will 
be  proper  for  the  flag  vessel  to  proceed  round  from  James  Eiver  to  Poto- 
mack  &  land  their  cloathing,  refreshments,  money  &c :  designed  for  the 
prisoners  at  George  Town,  in  the  State  of  Maryland;  then  to  be  rec'd 
by  two  officers  of  the  Convention  Troops  and  conveyed  to  the  Post  of 
Winchester  and  Port  Prederick,  at  their  own  expence.  The  Board  are 
of  opinion,  that  at  this  particular  Crisis,  there  aught  not  to  be  the  least 
communication  between  the  flag  vessel  and  the  Officers  of  the  Convention 
Troops;  the  former  aught  to  depart  immediately  after  the  goods  are 
landed.  The  Board  have  wrote  to  Colo.  Wood  to  send  forward  y'r  offi- 
cers, who  are  to  receive  the  goods  and  money  for  the  prisoners,  in  com- 
pany with  an  American  Officer,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  they  will 
be  at  George  Town,  by  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  flag  Vessel  at  that 
Post.  The  Board  are  very  sensible  of  the  want  of  Arms  in  your  State, 
and  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  foward  on  those  which  have  come 
from  Ehode  Island;  their  is  no  other  impediment  to  their  moving  imme- 
diately, but  the  extreme  want  of  money ;  there  is  the  same  objection  to 
Genl :  Wayne's  departure  with  the  Penna.  Line ;  he  is  in  perfect  readi- 
ness as  to  every  thing  else— With  respect  to  the  Marquis  la  Payette,  and 
the  Detachment  under  his  command,  it  is  at  present  uncertain  whether 
they  will  proceed  to  the  Southward  or  not;  this  a  matter  however,  which 
will  altogether  depend  on  the  Commander  in  Chief-— 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
yr:  Excellency's 

Most:  obt  Servt." 
"By  order  of  the  Board." 
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Col:  Senp  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

April  12th 
Urging  the  sending  of  "Hands"  to  Hoods  as  soon  as  possible.    He  will    Eichmond 
be  there  himself  to  receive  them,  put  them  to  work  and  keep  account 
thereof — The  tools  needed  can  be  carried  down  in  a  row  boat — Asks  for       Hoods 
a  "Warrant,  by  which  he  can  hire  wagons,  oxen,  Horses  &c.,  giving  cer- 
tificates for  the  same,  as  vouchers. 


LiNDST  Opie  and  James  Ball  to  the  Exeotttive.  April  I2th 

Asking  for  permission  to  go  under  Flag  of  truce,  on  board  certain  of  Northum- 
the  Enemy's  armed  vessels,  the  "Trimmer"  Capt:  Phillips,  and  the  "Sur-    ^^''^^^'^  ^o. 
prise"  Capt  Eoss,  in  search  of  absconded  slaves  said  to  be  in  those  ves- 
sels.    They  have  lost  so  many,  and  the  people  generally  have  been  robbed  Loss  of  prop- 
of  so  much  property  of  late  by  British  plunderers,  that  it  is  necessary  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 
to  recover  these  "valuable  fellows"  if  possible — The  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition  very  much  felt — Col:  Gaskins'  house  was  burnt  by  the 
enemy  the  morning  before — 


Bbig:  Genl  "W.  Weeden  to  Majr:  Genl:  Phillips.  April  12th 

"Sir, 

I  am  honor'd  with  your  polite  Letter  of  the  6th  Inst:,  and  shou'd  Williamsb'g 
have  paid  earlier  respect  to  it,  but  from  some  circumstances  which  una- 
voidably occasion'd  delay — I  am  now  to  thank  you  for  your  particular 
attention  to  my  two  Flags,  bore  by  Col:  Mathews  and  Major  Callis,  of 
which  I  retain  a  grateful  Sense.    And  also  approve  your  liberal  proposals  Agrees  to  his 
respecting  exchange  and  paroles,  and  do  on  my  part  close  with  you,  so  P''°P°sals,  &c 
far  as  my  authority  may  in  any  case  extend,  and  that  we  may  the  better 
understand  each  other,  shall  be  explicit  in  what  I  mean  as  the  line  of 
my  conduct,  while  commanding  here.     I  will  with  great  chearfulness, 
contribute  as  far  as  in  my  Power,  to  render  the  circumstances  of  the 
War,  as   little   aflicting   as  possible,  more   especially  by   encouraging 
exchanges  on  just  Principles  and  giving  Paroles  where  exchanges  are 
not  subject  to  my  Will — With  respect  to  Officers,  the  right  of  turn  in  Principles  of 
exchange,  I  consider  as  sacred,  and  cannot  consent  to  anything  by  which  '^^  exchange 
these  Gentlemen  shall  be  postpon'd,  who  have  been  the  longest  in  cap- 
tivity, but  I  freely  agree  to  paroling  them  on  both  Sides  'till  exehang'd 
by  regular  turn.     With  respect  to  privates,  I  think  myself  right,  when 
I  say  I  cannot  consider  any  Prisoners  of  War,  but  such  as  are  taken 
actually  in  Arms,  or  are  in  the  service  of  the  States.     Any  Prisoners 
taken  by  our  militia,  while  no  Continental  Troops  are  acting  with  them 
are  subject  to  the  separate  disposal  of  the  State,  untill  deliver'd  over  to 
the  Continental  Commissary  of  Prisoners,    the  number  of  these  at  pres- 
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1781.       ent  with  ua  I  do  not  know,  they  may  or  may  not  increase.     I  consent 
April  12th   chearfuUy,  as  far  as  they  extend,  or  shall  extend  to  exchange  them  for 
such  of  our  militia  as  has  been,  or  shall  be  taken  in  Arms.     As  to  those 
which  have  been  put  into  possession  of  the  Continental  Commissary  of 
Prisoners,  they  can  be  only  exchang'd  or  enlarg'd  under  Continental 
Authority ;  in  which  case  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the  State  must  be 
consulted — I  will  certainly  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  promote  it  in 
The  Civil       the  fullest  Latitude,  whenever  I  may  have  the  Honor  to  Command.     You 
Departments  ^^^  *°*^  ^^^^  inform'd  of  the  profession  of  arms,  not  to  know,  the  Mili- 
tary are  by  no  means  ans'^ierable  for  the  Eesolution  of  the  civil ;  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  the  rigour  of  War  extended  to  the  innocent  on 
ace't  of  any  thing  done  by  them,  that  may  or  may  not  be  approved — 
this  far  however  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say  that  while  a  liberal  and 
just  conduct  is  observ'd  on  your  part,  the  Authority  of  this  State  will 
not  be  wanting  in  similar  professions. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  personal  Esteem 
and  Eegard, 

Your  most  obt  Servt." 


April  12th  CoL :   DavIES  to  THE   GOVERNOR. 

"Sir, 
War  Office  I  was  desired  by  the  Baron,  before  his  leaving  town  to  lay  before  your 

Excellency,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Genl:  Greene,  which  uninten- 
tionally he  omitted  to  present  to  you  yesterday,  altho'  I  think  he  said 
he  had  conversed  with  you  on  the  subject.  His  great  anxiety  for  an 
immediate  supply  of  ammunition  to  be  fowarded  to  Genl:  Greene  has 
induced  him  to  press  the  matter  with  so  much  importunity  upon  you. 
^e^d  ^f'^  I  cannot  well  tell  what  to  expect  from  Major  Claiborne,  with  respect  to  the 
portatior"^"  transportation  of  the  Ammunition  at  Fredericksburg,  as  he  Sometimes 
tells  me  his  deputy  there  can  collect  what  number  of  waggons  he  chuses, 
from  the  great  estimation  he  is  held  in  by  the  people,  and  at  other  times] 
that  nothing  can  be  done  for  want  of  money,  altho'  he  confesses  that 
waggons  have  been  received  from  three  or  four  adjoining  Counties  to 
Want  of  lead  that  place.  As  to  the  article  of  Lead,  will  it  not  be  proper  to  direct  the 
immediate  purchase  of  all  that  can  be  got  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
There  is  some  at  Manchester  &  probably  there  may  be  some  in  this 
town,  and  no  doubt  in  many  other  places  in  the  State— It  is  of  essential 
moment,  and  even  if  Mr.  Boss  should  succeed  in  procuring  a  quantity  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  mines,  Still  the  lead  can  always  be  sold  and  the 
State  no  loser.  As  to  the  means  of  transporting  it,  we  had  better  take 
the  direction  of  it,  in  a  great  measure  to  ourselves,  as  the  Continental 
Quarter-Master's  department  in  this  State  is  too  much  governed  by 
punctilio  and  nicety  ever  to  effect  much— 
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If  we  could  establish  a  Saddler's  Shop,  enlarge  the  number  of  hands        1781. 
of  the  Carpenter's  business,  and  build  log  houses  near  Westham  for  their    April  12th 
temporary  accommodation,  'till  these  nicer  buildings  projected  by  Colo.  Westham 
Senf,  can  be  executed,  we  should  soon  feel  the  advantage.     I  have  pre-     Vp'\°^c!    f 
vailed  upon  Barron  Steuben  to  consent  to  my  getting  a  number  of  hands 
for  this  purpose,  from  Chesterfield;  and  if  the  Government  have  no 
objection  I  will  take  measures  for  beginning  the  business  next  Monday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  hble  Servant.'' 


RoBT.  Mitchell  to  Gov :  Jefferson.  April  I2th 

"Sir, 

Yesterday,  on  my  arrival  at  Alexandria,  I  found  the  town  in  much  Georgetown, 
confusion,  occasioned  by  a  Small  Fleet  that  appeared  oif  the  town — say, 
three  Ships  appears  to  me  to  be  of  18  Guns  each,  the  other  I  could  not 
make  out  what  number  of  Guns  she  mounted,  but  believe  her  to  be  a 
Frigate. 

The  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  expecting  a  sufficient  number  of  militia  Excitement 
from  the  country  (before  the  shipping  could  get  up)  to  defend  the  Town,  "P""^  ^^.  ^P' 
had  the  Colours  hoisted  in  the  Fort,  but  finding  the  militia  did  not  come  enemy's  fleet 
In  so  fast  as  he  had  reason  to  expect,  by  the  persuation  of  the  Inhab- 
itants the  Colours  were  taken  down.     Shortly  after,  two  Ships,  one  Brig 
&  a  Schooner  came  to  anchor,  under  French  Colours  near  the  Fort — the 
Ship  which  was  behind,  coming  up,  got  ashore,  which  occasioned  those 
that  were  at  anchor  opposite  the  Town,  to  get  under  way  to  her  assist- 
ance— in  doing  which  the  Brig  run  ashore.     Colo.  Fitzgerald  intended 
getting  one  of  the  two  twelve  pounders  from  the  Fort  to  a  point  opposite 
the  Brig  for  to  play  on  her.     had  there  been  any  Boats  at  the  Town  she 
might  have  been  taken — to-day  there  has  been  no  news  rec'd  from  Alex- 
andi-ia,  further  than  the  militia  are  turning  out  well — numbers  have  gone 
from  this  place. 

The  Pennsylvania  Line,  consisting  of  1,200,  is  expected  here  to-mor-  The  Penn- 
row — four  pieces  of  their  Artillery,  and  a  large  q'ty  of  ammunition  is  ?y."^°'^ 
already  arrived. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  ob  Hb  Servant." 


P.  S.     "Since  writing  the  above,  a  Gentleman  has  arrived  from  Balti'o  Embarka- 
tion at 
York 


who  says  there  is  certain  accounts  there,  of  an  embarkation  taken  place  *'°°  **      '^ 


at  New  York  of  5000  men,  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  intended  to  take 
post  at  the  Head  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  between  that  and  the  Delaware." 
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1781.  P.  Webb,  Com:  Tbeas'y,  to  the  Goveenob. 

April  12th    "Sir, 
Treasury  We  have  no  Continental  money  on  hand,  and  do  not  think  any  can 

^®°^  be  procured— There  stil  remains  950  Dollars,  1  for  40—1  imagine  specie 
Scarcity  of     could  be  purehased  if  you  chuse  to  have  it  done, 
money  I  am  &C:" 


April  12th 


Capt;  John  Pbyor  to  Col:  Davies. 


Kichmond  Eecommending  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  Lead,  Powder,  flints, — 
coarse  blue  cloth,  and  white ;  a  large  quantity  of  linnen  or  canvass  Suit- 
able for  Tents,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mo:  Banks.  Flints  &  files  he 
wants  to  send  off  at  once.  Mr.  Smith  has  gone  to  take  a  receipt  for  the 
military  stores  sent  to  Hood's — As  soon  as  the  supposed  loss  is  known, 
he  will  make  report. 


April  13th 

Powell's 
Valley  Sta- 
tion 

Banging  in 
Powell's 
Valley,  &c. 


Aaron  Lewis  to  Col:  Arthur  Campbell,  Washington  Co. 

Informing  him  that  he  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  28th  March,  and 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  "Sulivan  Militia  six  days ;  but  hearing  nothing 
of  them,  and  supposing  they  were  not  coming;  with  the  advice  of  Capt: 
Nevill  and  others  he  determined  to  "range  down  the  Valley"  in  search 
of  Indians — After  a  inarch  of  some  thirty  miles  below  the  Gap  in  pur- 
suit of  a  party  of  Indians  the  time  of  Capt :  NeviU's  men  expired,  and 
they  would  not  go  any  farther.  Finding  a  large  body  of  Indians  had 
passed  behind  them,  returned ;  but  found  they  had  done  no  damage — 
He  is  sorry  to  hear  that  Colo.  Martin  has  disapproved  of  this  expedition. 


April  13th 


Col:  Wm.  Preston  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 


'Sir, 


Montgomery 
Co. 


Enclosed,  I  have  sent  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  militia  of 
this  County,  according  to  the  lists  delivered  by  the  Captains  a  few  days 
People  com-  past.  I  expect  the  number  will  increase  fast,  as  many  people  have 
county*"  *^^  removed  and  are  removing  from  the  troubles  of  the  Southern  States,  to 
take  shelter  here  for  a  time,  until  the  storm  blows  over.  This  induces 
me  to  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  order  this  militia  to  be  divided  into 
two  battalions  &  send  the  Commissions  accordingly ;  as  it  would  be  a 
great  ease  to  the  officers  &  men  in  a  county  so  broken  with  mountains 
&  so  extensive  as  this.  A  number  of  blank  Commissions  is  much  wanted ; 
as  many  officers  have  been  recommended  by  court,  &  have  done  duty, 
for  whom  I  have  no  Commission  to  fill. 
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Sometime  ago,  I  made  application  to  Mr.  Rowland  Madison  for  the        1781. 
quantity  of  powder  and  the  number  of  Flints,  which  your  Excellency    April  13t.h 
had  informed  me  had  been  ordered  up  the  Country  by  him  for  the  use  Want  of 
of  this  County.     His  answer  was  that  he  received  none  but  what  was  flj'J^g^'^  *° 
for  the  use  of  the  Western  Expedition  ;  which  laid  me  under  the  neces- 
sity of  purchasing  powder  at  a  very  high  price  to  supply  the  militia  who 
were  ordered  to  Carolina.     At  present  we  have  none,  &  should  the 
Draughts  now  ordered  to  join  Gen'l  Greene  be  raised,  I  am  doubtful 
their  march  will  be  prevented  for  want  of  that  necessary  Article. 

I  am  very  apprehensive  that  the  number  of  men  dematided  on  this  Fears  in  re- 
occasion  cannot  be  raised.     It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  OflBcers,  as  f^^  ^^jj°  ^^^ 
well  as  my  own  opinion,  that  nearly  one  half  of  our  own  militia  are  dis-  required,  on 
affected,  &  therefore  cannot  be  drawn  into  the  service  either  by  threats  ^jgaffeotion 
or  otherwise;  &  should  they  be  punished  according  to  Law,  they  would  &c, 
either  withdraw  to  the  mountains,  or  embody  and  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  County.     This  consideration  has  prevented  the  Court  Martial  from 
putting  the  Law  in  execution  against  them.     Add  to  this,  that  five  com-  Exposed 
panics  make  a  frontier  of  more  than  eighty  miles,  who  cannot  be  drawn  '""  '^'^ 
out  at  this  season  of  the  year,  without  leaving  their  families  exposed  to 
'the  Savages,  who  have  already  committed  depredations  amongst  the 
Frontier  inhabitants.     Thus  the  defection  of  many,  and  the  exposed  sit- 
uation of  others  have  laid  the  whole  Burthen  of  the  Service  on  less  than 
half  the  militia,  who  have  suffered  therein,  both  in  their  persons  and 
property.     This  Sir,  is  a  just  representation,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge. 

On  the  8th  of  February  last,  I  called  a  number  ef  the  Officers  together  Steps  taken 
to  consult  on  a  plan  for  raising  a  body  of  men  on  the  Frontiers,  for  the  5j  5'!^^ 
defence  of  the  country  against  the  Common  Enemy;  at  which  time  country 
intelligence  was  brought,  that  the  British  Troops  under  Lord  Cornwallis 
were  marching  up  the  Country  towards  the  Moravian  Settlements,  & 
that  it  was  more  than  probable  a  party  would  be  detached  to  destroy 
the  Lead  Mines,  as  the  distance  was  not  great,  &  the  confusion  of  the 
Country  beyond  description.     Having   such   early  intelligence  of  the 
approaching  danger,  I  believed  it  my  duty  to  order  out  all  the  militia  I 
could  raise,  without  waiting  any  other  call,  than  that  of  the  danger  to 
which  the  Country  stood  exposed — In  this  I  was  seconded,  by  every 
Officer  present,  &  in  order  to  encourage  old  &  young  to  go,  who  were  fit 
to  bear  arms,  I  not  only  proposed  to  go  myself,  but  sent  for  my  son,  just 
turned  of  sixteen,  from  a  school  in  another  County — I  went  to  the  Lead 
Mines,  where  the  militia  were  to  rendezvous  &  continued  there  &  in  the 
neighborhood  until  the  18th,  when  I  marched  with  about  350  riflemen, 
mostly  on  horseback;  with  them  I  proceeded  by  long  marches,  until  Ijoined  Joins  Gen. 
Genl :  Pickens,  by  Genl :  Greene's  Order,  at  no  great  distance  from  Hills-  "''''^^"^ 
borough,  &  within  three  miles  of  Tarlton's  Legion,  who  had  repassed 
Haw  River.     The  disaffected  &  some  others  whom  I  had  drawn  out, 
deserted.     With  the  remainder  we  did  hard  duty  under  Genl :  Pickens, 
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April  13th 

Beverses, 
and  desertion 
of  his  men 


calbndah  of  state  papers. 


Did  as  well 
as  any  that 
went  from 
over  the 
mountains 


State  of  the 
lead  mines 
and  necessity 
of  protecting 
them 


twelve  or  fourteen  days  on  the  Enemy's  lines,  greatly  straitened  for 
provisions.  Part  of  the  men  were  in  one  action,  &  the  whole  in  a  sec- 
ond; in  both  overpowered  by  numbers,  &  in  the  last  broken  &  dispersed 
with  the  loss  of  their  blankets.  After  which  no  arguments  that  could 
be  made  use  of,  by  myself  or  the  other  oflacers  could  induce  the  remain- 
ing few  to  continue  another  week,  the  time  Gen'l  Greene  requested — 
After  staying  a  few  days  at  the  Moravian  Towns,  to  have  the  wounded 
taken  care  of  Colo.  Crocket  and  myself  came  home,  accompanied  by  only 
two  or  three  young  men.  It  gave  me  great  pain,  that  our  militia 
returned  so  soon ;  but  I  will  venture  to  say,  they  did  duty  on  the  Enemy's 
lines,  as  long  as  any  other  that  went  from  behind  the  mountains,  &  much 
longer  than  some — I  obeyed  every  order,  that  I  received  from  Genl: 
Greene  or  Genl:  Pickens,  or  Colo.  "Williams  of  the  Maryland  Line  & 
underwent  the  same  fatigue,  watching,  fasting  &  Danger,  that  any  other 
Militia  OflScer  did  whiles  I  was  on  duty. 

I  beg  Sir,  you  will  pardon  the  trouble  of  this  detail  of  facts,  which  I 
lay  before  your  Excellency  to  remove  any  impressions  that  might  be 
made  on  your  mind,  or  that  of  the  Honourable  Board,  by  idle  rumours, 
propagated,  I  suppose  by  the  unthinking  &  inactive  part  of  mankind — 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  get  militia  to" 
guard  the  mines.  That  they  are  in  some  danger  from  the  disaffected; 
That  the  Workmen  &  Managers  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of  meat 
&  that  they  inform  me  there  is  the  fairest  prospect  of  ore  they  have  had 
a  long  time ;  iwhich  they  beleive  will  turn  to  a  considerable  advantage 
to  the  State,  could  they  be  protected  and  supported.  Such  was  their 
distress  lately,  that  I  was  affraid  the  business  would  be  retarded  &  there- 
fore advised  Col :  Lynch's  assistant  to  purchase  a  little  bacon  with  lead 
for  the  present,  until  Colo.  Lynch  would  return  or  some  steps  be  taken 
to  get  a  supply. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obt  &  very 
hble  Servant.'' 


April  13th 

Kosewell 

Distressed 
state  of  the 
people  of 
Gloucester 
Co. 


John  Page  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

Earnestly  desiring  him  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  Assessment 
and  Recruiting  Act,  until  the  1st  day  of  May,  in  consideration  of  the 
alarming  "and  distressed  state  of  the  County,  occasioned  by  the  con- 
tinued depredations  of  the  enemy  upon  an  exposed  and  defenceless 
people. 
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Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

"Sir,  April  13th 

As  it  would  be  proper  for  us,  I  suppose,  to  make  use  of  the  same    War  Office 
kind  of  parole  that  the  British  require  of  us,  which  is  very  restricted  in 
its  terms,  I  will  be  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  favor  me  with  a  copy, 
or  the  original  parole  signed  by  Govn.  Hamilton." 

I  am  &c: — " 


M.  Delieurieux  to  Gov:  Jeefbrson  op  Va.  April  I3th 

(In  French.) 


L.  Marye,  a  merchant  of  that  City  who  sends  to  Virginia  his  Brigan-  Port  au 
tine,  the  Darth,  Capt :  Davis  under  Commission  of  the  Colony  proposes 
to  load  on  his  return  with  Corn  and  Salt  Meats;  begs  this  favor  may  be 
allowed,  as  it  will  be  an  essential  service  rendered;  especially  when  it  is 
remembered,  what  aid  had  been  supplied  the  Colony  when  in  such  utter 
want — The  vessel  is  consigned  to  M.  David  Eoss  &  Co.,  who  he  prays 
may  be  engaged  to  foward  such  a  cargo  of  the  above  mentioned  provi- 
sions, which  will  place  him  under  lasting  obligations,  &c : — 


Prince 


Major  Eo  :  Claiborne  to  the  Governor.  April  13th 

Eiohmond 
Desiring  to  borrow  a  small  supply  of  oil  from  Caf)t:  Thomas  at  War-  Wants  of  the 

wick,  as  the  Continental  Commissary  of  Hides  has  none — Mr.  Marks  has  Cont.  Q.  M. 

Department 
gone  to  Philadelphia  for  supplies  for  his  Department,  and  will  return  it 

when  he  gets  back — Asks  also  for  an  order  for  all  the  Grain  to  be  col- 
lected in  the  Counties  composing  the  Districts  of  Charlottesville,  Canton 
Perry  &  Boyd's  Ferry,  as  he  wishes  to  collect  it  into  "Magazines,"  that 
its  transportation  may  regularly  go  on,  to  the  Southern  Army. 


Col:  Joseph  Holmes  to  the  Governor.  April  I3th 

Acknowledging  receipt  by  Express  of  sundry  orders  to  the  County  Winchester 
Lieutenant,  in  whose  absence,  the  business  falls  upon  himself     He  will 
cause  a  draft  to  be  had  as  soon  as  possible,  but  apprehends  .difficulty  in 
raising  the  men  required.     Yery  few  marched  to  the  Westward,  but  he 
has  had  to  furnish  heavy  guards  to  the  Prisoners  of  War,  sent  thro'  Guards  fur- 
Maryland  to  Pennsylvania  as  far  as  Lancaster  and  Philadelphia — The  "'^'^'^'^ 
Convention  Troops  are  still  in  Barracks  near  Winchester,  and  he  has  to 
furnish  guard  over  them,  as  all  those  from  Albemarle  are  discharged— 
The  demand  upon  Frederick  County  in  this  way  has  been  very  great, 
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1781.       and  he  begs  his  Excellency  will  distribute  this  duty  more  generally. 

April  13th    Sixty  additional  Cabins  are  needed  to  accommodate  the  increasing  num- 

Demands        ber  of  prisoners ;  and  he  would  continue  to  build  them,  but  has  no  money 

upon  the        ^^  p^^^  ^^j,  those  already  finished — He  had  to  erect  a  large  "shingled 

roof  House"  for  their  Quarter  Master's  Department,  and  is  constantly 

harrassed  for  the  money  to  pay  for  it. 


April  13th       Major  Claiborne   encloses   to   the  Executive,  information   from  Mr. 

Eichmond  Young  his  Assistant  at  Fredericksburg  of  the  10th  inst  that  "sixteen 
Wagon  wagons  loaded  with  Military  Stores  &e  passed  thro'  town  this  evening  & 

PhiladeioMa  ^^  more  will  be  here,  with  stores  &  cavalry  accoutrements — 14  more  will 
arrive  in  a  few  days,  all  from  Philadelphia." 


April  13th  MajOR   ThOS  :   HAMILTON  TO   THE    GOVERNOR. 

Kichmond  In  accordance  with  his  Orders,  has  allowed  the  Prisoners  of  war  men- 
tioned, the  "Hberty  of  the- Town" — Among  those  left  in  Prison,  who 
desire  the  same  privilege,  is  "a  Capt:  Carre  &  one  Davis"  in  Irons.  He 
does  not  know  what  Charges  are  against  them. 


April  13th 
Louisville 


Col:  Geo:  Slaughter  to  Gov:  Jefeerson. 

Enclosing  Copy  of  the  proceeding  of  a  Court  of  Enquiry  in  the  case 
of  Capt:  James/Francis  Moore,  charged  with  irregular  &  dishonest  con- 
duct in  his  department;  acknowledges  he  has  not  proved  the  accusations 
and  in  justice  to  the  accused  desires  to  make  any  reparation  required  at 
his  hands.     He  has  trusted  too  much  to  the  reports  of  other  persons. 


April  13th 
North  um- 


Ool:  Thos:  Gaskins  to  the  Governor. 


berland  Co  ^^  ^^^  enlisted  only  three  men  enlisted  for  the  war,  viz  Thos:  Giles, 
°-  Michael  Taylor  &  Thomas  Harding,  and  forty  for  the  present  Draft- 
Adds  "we  have  great  distruction  in  and  about  our  place  by  the  Barberons 
&  Cruel  Pirating  Vessells,  by  stealing  our  negroes  &c— I  had  my  Dwell- 
ing house  Burnt  to  ashes  on  Wednesday  morning,  with  considerable  loss, 
w'ch  you  may  be  fully  informed  by  the  Bearer  Mr.  Jessee  Crowder." 
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Jas.  Mercer  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  1781. 

"Dear  Sir,  April  14th 

It  would  be  an  affront  to  your  Excellency's  understanding  Prederio'sb'g 
was  I  to  make  an  apology  to  the  first  Magistrate  of  this  State  for  com- 
municating any  Pacts  or  even  Hints  that  might  contribute  to  your  bet- 
ter Information  in  your  public  Character.  I  shall  therefore  without 
appollogy  proceed  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  from  my  own  knowl- 
edge of  the  County  &  the  uniform  opinion  of  all  I  have  conversed  with 
on  the  subject,  there  is  not  in  this  State  a  place  more  deserving  of  public 
attention  than  this  Town  and  its  appendage  Mr.  Hunter's  Iron  Works — 
I  am  sure  I  need  not  tell  you,  that  it  is  from  Mr.  Hunter's  Works  that 
every  Camp  Kettle  has  been  supplyed  for  the  Continental  &  all  other 
Troops  employed  in  this  State  &  to  the  Southward  this  year  past — that 
all  the  Anchors  for  this  State  &  Maryland  &  some  for  the  Continent  have 
been  procured  from  the  same  works;  that  without  these  works  we  have 
no  other  resource  for  those  articles,  and  that  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Bar  Iron  made  there,  even  the  planters  hereabouts  &  to  the  Southward 
of  this  place  wou'd  not  be  able  to  make  Bread  to  cat — As  to  the  Town 
itself,  I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  public  manufactory  of  Arms  is  here — 
that  without  it,  all  our  Arms,  however  so  little  injured  wou'd  be  useless 
to  us ;  besides  the  number  of  new  muskets  &  bayonets  made  there,  ren- 
ders that  an  object  worthy  our  preserving  &  the  Enemy's  destruction — 
To  this  however,  I  may  add  that  there  is  not  one  spot  in  the  State  so 
generally  usefull  in  our  military  operations — full  one-third  of  all  new 
Levies  rendezvous  here;  all  the  Troops  from  North  &  South  &  South  to 
North  must  pass  through  this  Town,  where  wagons  are  repaired,  horses 
shoed  &  many  other  &c  as  which  they  could  not  proceed  on  without, 
the  Troops  get  provisions  here  to  the  next  Stage,  &  no  place  is  so  conve- 
nient to  a  very  extensive  &  productive  Country  for  the  reception  of 
Grain  &  other  Articles  of  Provision.  If  this  state  of  facts  is  admitted, 
can  it  be  doubted  but  that  the  Enemy  will  consider  it  as  one  of  their 
first  objects  to  deprive  us  of  so  many  advantages  to  their  prejudice — 
The  Poundary  was  thought  an  object  worthy  their  attention  &  this  from 
information  only — But  now  far  more  certain  that  this  place  will  be 
thought  so  when  Genl:  Phillips  has  himself  been  an  eye  witness  that 
there  are  such  advantages  here  &  has  so  often  seen  the  conveniences 
drawn  from  this  place  by  all  our  Troops  both  regulars  &  militia.  I  will 
not  say  more,  but  to  tell  you  that  yesterday's  experience  produced  proofs 
of  our  very  alarming  situation.  Six  Armed  Vessells  went  up  Potomack 
River  on  Wednesday  night;  on  thursday  they  were  said  to  be  nine  & 
more,  with  about  five  hundred  Troops.  Colo.  Towles,  the  Commanding 
Officer,  not  doubting  this  to  be  an  object,  set  himself  about  its  defence 
with  as  much  vigour  as  possible,  but  behold  not  more  than  eighty  mus- 
kets cou'd  be  procured  (and  these  repaired  arms  &  without  bayonets) — 
abt.  60  more  guns  of  all  sorts  compose  the  whole ;  and  where  are  the 
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1781.  rest?  with  our  militia  before  Portsmoutli  &  at  Williamsburg!  Even 
April  14th  men  are  wanting,  there  being  now  two  Drafts  of  militia  from  Stafford  & 
Prince  William  &  Fairfax,  now  the  scene  of  war  &  this  County  as  vul- 
nerable of at  Williamsburg  &  other  places  not  near  the  conse- 
quence to  this  State  as  this  place  is— Colo.  Towles,  writing  by  the  same 
opportunity  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  abt.  the 
want  of  flints  &c  ca.  I  write  at  his  desire,  and  am  at  all  times,  and  with 
great  Esteem  &  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedt  &  very  humble  servt." 


April  14th  Garret  VanMeter  Co.  Com  :  TO  Governor  jErrERSON. 

Hampshire  Enclosing  "Eeturn"  of  Two  Battalions  in  that  county — Instructions 
County  jjg^jj  come  from  Genl :  Clarke  not  to  march  the  militia  until  further 
Orders — Ho  has  issued  the  order  for  the  full  number  required  by  the 
Draft,  but,  adds,  "I  am  afraid  they  will  not  be  complyed  with,  by  Eeason 
of  the  disaffected  j)eople  amongst  us.  (A  Collector  of  one  of  the  Divi- 
sions for  making  up  the  Cloathes  and  Beef  was  Interrupted  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office).  A  certain  John  Claypole  said  if  all  the  men  were 
.  of  his  mind,  they  would  not  make  up  any  Cloathes,  Beef  or  Men,  and  all 
~^'  that  would  join  him  shuld  turn  out.  Ujoon  which  he  got  all  the  men 
jjresent,  to  five  or  six  and  Got  Liquor  and  Drank  King  George  the  third's 
health,  and  Damnation  to  Congress,)  upon  which  Complaint  was  made 
to  three  Magistrates.  Upon  which  there  was  a  warrant  Issued  for  sev- 
eral of  them,  and  Guard  of  Fifty  men  with  the  Sheriff.  When  they 
came  to  the  place  they  found  sixty  or  seventy  men  embodied,  with 
arms — After  some  time  they  capitulated,  the  Sheriff  served  the  pre- 
cept on  the  said  John  Claypole,  but  he  refused  to  come  with  him  or  give 
up  his  arms ;  but  agreed  to  come  such  a  time,  which  time  is  Passt — 
Inclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  they  sent  me,  and  the  answer  I 
sent  them — I  was  Informed  there  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  to 
Gether  the  next  Day.  I  am  informed  there  are  several  Deserters 
amongst  those  people,  Some  from  the  English  Prisoners.  Some  Eighteen 
Months  men,  and  some  Eight  Months  men,  which  they  support  and  con- 
ceal." Eefers  his  Excellency  to  Mr.  Woodson  the  bearer  for  further  par- 
ticulars. 

The  letter  enclosed,  with  reply — 
"Sir,- 

Having  consulted  the  Majority,  it  is  the  Desire  of  the,  that  their 
Conduct  that  has  past  Lately  may  be  forgiven,  as  a  great  part  of  it  was 
occasioned  by  Liquor,  and  as  there  is  things  that  is  Laid  to  the  Charge 
of  Sum,  that  is  clear  of  the  Charge,  but  moreover  we  acknowledge  our 
behaviour  was  not  Discreet,  if  you  would  Please  to  pass  it  by,  we  will 
submit  to  pay  our  Tax  as  the  Law  directs;  and  are  willing  to  pay  our 
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District  tax  of  Boof  &  Clothing  if  they  can  be  purchased,  and  likewise  to        1781. 
be  Complyablo  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  as  far  as  our  ability  will  allow.    April  14th 
At  the  Eequest  of  the  majority  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand — 
From  Sir,  yr :  humble  Servant 

JOSIAH  OSBUEN." 
To  Colo.  VanMeter— April  3d  1781. 

Repiij. 

April  4th  1781. 
'•Sir, 

I  rec'd  yours  dated  the  third  Inst:  and  am  very  Glad  to  hear  the 
Mutineers  Begin  to  see  their  Folly,  they  may  Depend  i  shall  show  them 
all  the  Lenity  the  circumstance  of  the  Case  will  admit  of,  but  those 
chargable  with  breaking  the  Law  I  cannot  clear,  as  I  am  but  an  Indi- 
vidual, unless  they  who  are  in  the  warrant  Comes  in  and  Clears  them- 
selves— from  your  friend,  while  you  are  friends  to  yourselves  and  the 
United  States. 

GAEEET  VANMETEE." 
To  Josiah  Osburn — 


Brig:  Genl:  G.  Weeden  to  Govr.  Jefferson.  April  I4th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honor'd  with  the  resolution  of  Council  10th  Inst:  &  as  Williamsb'g 
Genl :  Philips'  Letter  dated  6th  demanded  an  answer  from  me,  have  con- 
fined it  chiefly  to  the  very  words  of  the  Council,  Copy  of  which  have 
the  Honor  to  enclose.  I  am  desirous  of  cultivating  the  Liberal  Ideas 
held  out  by  the  British  Genl :  to  those  who  are  unfortunate ;  as  nothing 
but  reciprocal  advantages  can  result  from  it,  &  I  am  happy  to  find  the 
Honble.  Executive  will  authorize  these  Officers  to  nourish  it  on  just  & 
equitable  Grounds — I  was  in  hopes  of  getting  such  as  were  not  exchanged, 
enlarged  on  parole,  by  promising  that  an  equal  number  should  be  sent 
in,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  march'd  from  Winchester,  &  requested  in 
my  last  Letter  on  the  Subject,  leave  to  make  the  overture;  but  as  the 
Executive  have  not  made  any  reply  to  that  part,  could  not  say  to  the 
British  Commander  that  it  should  be  done. 

I  am  just  setting  off  to  Potomac  by  order  of  the  Baron,  &  shall  pass 
through  the  Northward  Neck,  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
advising  your  Excellency  of  every  Hostile  Occurence  in  that  Quarter. 
Major  Bradford,  my  Aid  de  Camp,  will  have  the  Honor  of  delivering 
you  this  &  will  inform  you  particularly  of  any  thing  you  may  wish  to 
enquire  about  in  this  quarter,  to  whom  I  refer  you — I  would  thank  your 
Excellency  for  a  warrant  for  about  7  or  8000  Pounds  on  acct.  of  my  Pay. 
I  have  drawn  none  for  upwards  of  two  Years  &  am  in  want  of  a  supply. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c." 
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1781.  Major  Ed:  Claibokne  to  the  Executive. 

April  14th 

Bichmond        Enclosing  extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt:  Holmes,  his  Asst:  Dept: 

Quarter  Master  at  Petersburg,  in  which  he  is  informed,  that  all  his 

workmen,  tailors  &c  have  deserted  because  they  have  been  drafted,  and 

Baron  Steuben  refuses  to  exempt  them  from  military  duty  in  the  field — 

All  his  operations  cease  on  this  account — Asks  for  instructions  in  the 

premises. 


April  14th  COL :   GrEOBGE  SkILLEN   TO   Gov :   JeFPEESON. 

BotetourtOo.  Before  the  Orders  of  the  15th  inst:  were  received,  he  had  ordered 
draft  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  .men  to  go  to  the  atid  of  Genl:  Greene; 
and  upon  the  continued  approach  of  the  Enemy  had  turned  out  the 
entire  force  of  the  County,  who  were  just  about  marching,  when  his 
Excellency's  Orders  for  only  one  fourth  of  the  militia,  arrived — Of  those 
who  marched  nearly  two  hundred  and  forty  returned  without  orders ; 
this  number  so  great,  to  attempt  a  trial  of  them  by  Court  Martial  would 
have  been  hazardous.  Some  excuse  may  be  made  for  these  men,  in  as 
much  as  they  were  hurried  off  from  home  entirely  unprepared  for  such 
a  long  march,  and  the  time  of  the  year  being  so  important  to  the  plant- 
ing and  sowing  their  crops,  by  which  alone  their  families  are  to  be  sup- 
ported, especially  as  "they  have  not  a  creature  to  act  for  them"  but 
their  wives  and  children— The  return  of  so  many  men  from  Genl: 
Greene's  Army,  he  admits  is  inexcusable ;  but  begs  to  assure  his  Excel- 
lency, it  is  not  "from  any  Coolness  in  the  Cause ;  as  they  have  always 
discovered  the  greatest  alacrity  &  zeal ;"  and  he  is  convinced  they  will, 
"on  any  pressing  Emergeocy  turn  out  to  a  man,"  but  is  solely  due  to  the 
apprehensions  they  had  of  the  utter  ruin  and  Starvation  of  their  fami- 
lies— On  this  account  and  upon  consultations  with  all  the  other  Field 
Offlcers  of  the  County,  they  join  him  in  the  earnest  wish,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor will  for  the  present  suspend  the  execution  of  the  Draft. 


April  14th       Col:  Wm.  Call  informs  the  Governor,  he  has  assembled  the  people  of 
Prince  the  County,  and  submitted  his  proposition  of  the  12th  Inst:  to  them, 

George  Co.  igoj^j^g  ^.q  ^^^  j.gijgf  f^j,  q^^^  .  Muhlenburg— One  fourth  part  are  now 
going  down  to  him;  one  third  are  already  there;  and  those  remaining, 
being  necessary  to  the  planting  of  the  Corn  &c,  puts  it  entirely  out 
of  their  power  to  comply,  "ho\vever  desirous  they  might  be  of  accepting 
of  the  proposition" — • 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPERS.  43 


"To  his. Excellency  Thomas  Jeiferson  Esqr,  Governor  of  Virginia —  1781. 

The  Field  Officers  &  Captains  of  the  Stafford  Militia  represent  to  your  April  14'th 
Excellency,  that  as  a  number  of  the  Bnemj^'s  Ships  are  Savaging,  burn-  Stafford  (Jo. 
ing  &  Destroying  the  property  of  all  the  People  Situated  on  the  Waters, 
that  we  have  thought  it  advisable  to  detain  the  Militia  to  be  assisting  in 
repelling  'em,  hoping  it  will  meet  with  your  Excellencies  approbation, 
should  it  not  you  will  please  advfte  us ;  in  which  we  shall  be  very  Par- 
ticular in  Executing — 

We  are  your  Excellencies  Very  Humble  Servants 

WILLIAM  GAEEARD  0.  L. 
JAMES  GAERAED  Co. 
WILLIAM  PHILLIPS  L.  C. 
JOHN  GEIGG,  M— 
GEO.  BUEEOUGHS  Capt: 
■ELIJAH  THEELKELD 
GEOEGE  MOUNTJOY 
MASON  PITCHBE 
JAMES  PEIMM 
BDWAED  CAEY." 


Baron  Steuben  to  the  Governor.  '  April  I5th 

Informing  him  he  had  "appointed  Mr.  Eobinson  Dept :  Corny:  of  Chesterfield 
Stores"  and  hopes  that  Department  will  soon  be  properlj'  arranged — He 
has  given  orders  to  Capt:  Pryor  to  remove  the  Military  Stores  at  P. 
Georg  Co.  House  to  Chesterfield  Co.  House — Genl :  Muhlenburg  by  letter 
dated  the  14th  informs  him  "the  Enemy  have  nearly  compleated  25 
Boats,  to  contain  each  100  men,  &  that  it  is  reported  they  wait  only 
for  them,  to  begin  their  operations." 


David  Eoss  to  the  Governor.  April  I5th 

"Sir, 

The  bearer,  Mr.  George  Nicolson  is  engaged  to  go  to  the  North-  Kichmond 
ward  to  try  &  procure  some  of  the  Stores,  wanted  for  the  Army — 1  have 
also  dispatched  an  agent  to  South  Quay,  Edenton  &-  Newburn,  to  pick 
up  what  can  be  procured  in  that  Quarter.  As  there  is  a  continued 
demand  for  coarse  linnens  I  have  employ'd  people  in  the  back  Coun- 
try to  purchase  all  that  can  be  got  there,  also  thread.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly distressed  for  the  means  of  making  payment  to  the  Northd  &  shall 
be  glad  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  write  to  our  Delegates 
in  Congress  to  assist  Mr.  Nicolson  in  money  matters,  as  much  as  in  their 
power. 
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1781.  I  have  sent  out  to  the  back  Country  to  have  a  return  made  of  the 

April  15th  Hemp  collected  for  the  Specific,  &  2  pr:  cent  tax — this  is  an  article  very 
much  in  demand  in  Philadelphia  &  a  valuable  Fund  as  far  as  it  will  go, 
tho'  a  very  unweildy  one,  but  it  must  be  used — I  shall  be  glad  of  an 
order  to  Mr.  Brown  to  receive  the  cargo  of  the  "Washington,"  as  I  am 
just  now  writing  to  the  Captain  to  obey  Capit:  Maxwell's  Instructions — 
the  Cargo  Consists  of  Pork,  Flour,  Pease,  Shipbread,  Some  Bacon  &  a 
.  little  Lard — 

I  would  not  be  troublesome  to  you  to  day,  but  am  unfortunately 
obliged  to  be  50  miles  from  hence  tomorrow  about  12-o-cloek,  by  a  pre- 
vious engagement- 
Mr.  Nicolson  will  wait  on  you  tomorrow  for  your  dispatches. 
Your  most  hum :  Servant." 


April  15th       John  Taylor  County  Lieut :  sends  return  of  the  militia  of  the  County, 
liancasier       especially  those  raised  to  serve  in  tho  Continental  Army — They  are  in 
oun  y  great  need  of  Ammunition,  and  constantly  exposed  to  invasion. 


April  15th  CoL :  John  Todd  Jtir  :  to  Gov :  Jefferson. 

Lexington,    "May  it  please  your  Excellency" 


Ky. 


Your  letter  of  the  24  Dec :  as  also  that 
of  the  19th  Jany:  last  inclosing  sundry  papers  came  safely  to  hand  a  few 
days  ago.  By  the  last  Accounts  I  can  procure  from  Jefferson  &  Lincoln, 
the  Militia  of  the  whole  three  Counties  at  present  amount  to  about 
1050— Fayette  156— Lincolon  600— Jefferson  300—1  have  just  made  a 
Draft  of  78  from  this  County  for  Col:  Clark,  &  if  the  other  Counties  draft 
proportionally  your  demand  will  be  fully  satisfied— 

I  hear  nothing  as  yet  of  Col :  Clark,  but  I  conceive  I  have  just  cause 
of  expostulating  with  him  on  accunt  of  this  County,  its  true  state  being 
probably  unknown  to  your  Excellency  when  the- Draft  was  required  to 
be  proportioned  to  the  militia— Exposed  at  every  Fort,  &  weakened  by 
daily  removals  of  its  Strength  to  the  South  Side  of  Kentucky,  we  are 
scarcely  able  to  keep  our  Forts.  Should  Colo.  Clark  take  his  Rout  by 
the  Shawnese  Nation,  all  cause  of  complaint  must  cease,  as  the  Enemy 
will  thereby  be  drawn  off  from  our  Forts. 

Being  unable  just  now  to  spare  Labourers  &  Guards  at  a  distance 
from  our  Forts,  for  making  Canoes,  I  have  sqnt  Mr.  Lindsay  to  Lincoln 
for  Assistance,  which  I  make  no  doubt  of  procuring— I  fear  I  shall  meet 
with  some  difficulties  in  conveying  the  Stores  at  Lexington  &  Bryants 
to  the  Canoes,  for  want  of  Horses,  ours  being  nearly  all  taken  by  the 
Indians  &  Col:  Bowman  does  not  prove  so  friendly  as  I  think  he  ouo-ht 
to  be  m  giving  me  necessary  Assistance—  " 
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Our  circumstances  have  received  so  material  a  change  within  twelve  1781. 
months  that  a  Draft  of  18  Militia  for  the  Continental  Army  at  present  April  15th 
w'd  be  singularly  oppressive  upon  Payette  or  JeflFerson.  Happy  sh'd 
we  be  &  readily  would  we  spare  them,  if  our  situation  were  but  as  the 
Legislature  expected.  There  is  scarce  one  fort  in  the  county  but  once 
a  month  seems  upon  the  eve  of  breaking  for  want  of  men  to  defend  it — 
Such  residents  as  had  most  property  and  Horses  to  remove  their  effects, 
have  retreated  to  Lincoln.  One  half  of  the  remainder  are  unable  to 
Remove.  We  have  no  tax  Commissioner  in  the  County  &  almost  nothing 
to  tax.  All  which  circumstances  plead  I  hope  in  Excuse  sufficiently  for 
the  Militia  at  present.  Whenever  our  circumstances  will  admit  of  it, 
the  people  will,  I'm  satisfied  enlist  voluntarily  in  the  Continental  Army, 
from  a  genius  they  possess  for  war,  as  well  as  the  greatness  of  the 
Bounty."        ***** 

"I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pollock — I  still  receive  complaints 
from  the  Ilinois.  that  department  suffers  I  fear  through  the  Avarice  & 
Prodagality  of  our  Officers ;  they  all  vent  complaints  against  each 
other — I  beleive  our  French  friends  have  the  justest  grounds  of  dissat- 
isfaction— 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Eespeet 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant." 


Col:  Da  vies  to  the  Governor.  April  I6th 

The  badness  of  the  weather  has  prevented  his  return  to  Richmond.  Chesterfield 
He  is  so  persuaded  of  the  intended  movement  of  the  Enemy  "up  the 
rivers,'"  that  he  is  constrained  to  urge  the  immediate  removal  of  all  the 
Stores  at  Petersburg  and  Chesterfield,  "at  least  150  waggon  loads". 
The  Cannon  at  JSTew  Castle  also  should  be  carried  to  a  place  of  safety — 
Capt:  Young  should  at  once  be  ordered  to  impress  waggons,  and  push 
this  business — 


Major  Thos:  Posey  to  Col:  Davies.  April  I6th 

He  hears  the  Baron  is  displeased  with  the  Officers  receiving  the  new  Staunton 
recruits,  because  they  do  not  make  prompt  reports  to  him — So  far  as  he 
is  concerned,  his  Orders  were  to  report  to  Col:  Davies,  and  has  been 
under  the  impression  the  reports  were  then  fowarded  to  the  Baron — 
He  had  however  written  to  that  Officer  bj'  Col :  White  giving  an  accunt 
of  his  operations — Requests  Col :  Davies  to  make  exj)lanations  to  the 
Baron  on  this  head,  as  he  is  ever  ready  to  execute  any  orders  he  may  be 
honord  with  from  him — Concludes,  "  You  observe  to  me  that  you  were  * 
appointed  Commissioner  to  the  War  Office — I  can  assure  you  (as  to  my 
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1781.  particular  part)  I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  Government  has  so  much 
April  16th  judgment  in  their  choice  of  a  CommiBsioner  to  the  War  Office;  for  I  am 
persuaded  (without  any  flattery)  that  there  is  no  person  in  the  State, 
would  fill  that  place  with  half  the  propriety.  And  as  to  meeting  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Officers  of  the  Line,  I  am  well  assured  there  is 
not  one,  so  great  an  enemy  to  their  Country,  as  not  to  be  well  pleased  with 
your  appointment,  until  a  proj)er  regulation  in  that  Department  will 
take  place.'' 


April  I6tli 

General  Or- 
ders issued 
by  Baron 
Steuben 


"To  prevent  a  waste  of  public  Stores,  and  to  establish  regularity. 
Major  General  Baron  de  Steuben,  thinks  it  necessary  to  direct  that  in 
future,  np  Issue  of  Provision  shall  be  made  for  more  than  three  or  four 
days  at  a  time,  without  a  special  Order  immediately  from  some  Com- 
manding General  or  field  officer,  and  on  particular  occasions  only.  That 
a  return  shall  be  made  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  next  month  by 
all  Commissaries  at  the  different  posts,  of  all  their  Issues  since  the  begin- 
ning of  this  month  &  of  the  stores  that  may  be  then  on  hand.  And 
that  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  next  month,  no  person  shall  presume  to 
Act  as  Issuing  Commissary  at  any  post  or  Station,  who  is  not  properly 
Authorized  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  John  Eobertson,  who  is  directed  to 
act  as  Deputy  Commissary  General  of  Issues  in  this  State,  till  a  person 
shall  be  appointed  to  that  Office  by  the  Commissary  General  himself— 
And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  great  economy  should  be  observed  in 
the  issues  of  Spirituous  Liquor  to  the.  troops,  it  is  therefore  to  be  drawn 
on  such  occasions  only,  as  fatigues,  hard  marches,  or  wet  weather. 

All  Supernumerary  Officers  are  to  observe  that  they  are  no  longer 
entitled  to  forage  or  provision,  from  the  public,  and  the  Issuing  Com- 
missaries are  directed  to  take  notice  accordingly — " 


April  16th 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies. 


Richmond  His  favor  of  the  14th  just  received.  Eopeats  his  willingness  to  aid  in 
every  possible  way  in  removing  the  stores  from  Petersburg,  but  has  not 
the  means  of  transportation :  had  requested  Capt:  Holmes  some  days 
since  to  send  the  superfluous  stores  to  Carter's  Ferry,  but  he  has  not 
been  able  to  get  wagons— Thinks  Carter's  Ferry  or  Prince  Edward  Co. 
House  will  be  safe  places  for  them. 


April  16th 


Col:  Ed:  Carrington  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 


Camp  Mays'  "My  dear  Sir, 
Mijl  \e. 

Alter  expressing  to  you  my  pleasure  at  hearing  of  your 

Appointment  to  the  Head  of  the  War  Department  in  Virginia,  &  my 
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congratulations  to  all  persons  whose  business  may  bo  fowarded  under  1781. 
the  influence  of  a  capable  and  diligent  hand  in  that  post,  I  have  to  April  16th 
request  a  due  proportion  of  your  Attention  to  such  State  instructions  as 
Major  Claiborne  is  dependant  on,  for  the  success  of  his  business — he 
will  show  you  the  arrangement  made  between  him  &  myself  for  Organ- 
izing &  operating  his  dej)artment;  but  when  money  is  wanting  we  are 
left  dependant  on  certain  Laws,  the  benefit  whereof  to  be  derived  from 
the  exertions  of  some  civil  officers,  who  fill  their  Offices  without  ever 
supposing  it  incumbent  on  them  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof — for 
Transporting  supplies  from  Virginia  the  Legislature  devised  a  measure 
for  getting  a  number  of  waggons  from  the  different  counties  through  the 
County  Courts — They  also  directed  that  the  Executive  should  make 
proper  regulations  for  giving  us  the  aid  of  private  property,  waggons, 
when  necessary — By  the  Act,  the  duties  of  the  County  Courts  were 
evident — at  my  request  the  Executive  directed  Mr.  Brown  to  have  all 
the  private  waggons  Eegistered  &  so  arranged  as  to  be  at  our  service 
when  called  on. 

Neither  of  those  duties  have  been  done — Pray  is  there  no  means  of 
bringing  to  punishment  some  of  these  people  who  abuse  the  public,  by 
neglecting  the  duties  incumbent  on  them — I  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  to  eonvei-se  with  Major  Claiborne  &  afford  him  every  assistance  in 
your  power. 

I  am  in  haste 

Tr:  friend  &c" 


Jno  :  Floyd  to  Gov.  Jeeferson.*  April  letli 

''^^i  Jefferson  Co., 

About  the  first  of  January  last  Commissions  were  delivered  me,  one         -'^y- 
appointing  me  Colo,  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  one  other  appointing  Commission- 
Isaac  Cox  Lieutenant  Colo.,  also, a  Major's  Commission  for  "William  Lyn;  ^■'^  ^®°'''  *'°- 
five  Capt:  Commissions  together  with  the  Comm'n  of  ithe  Peace,  &c. 
directed  to  four  of  the  said  Officers,  who  are  Inhabitants  of  the  County,  ■ 
and  to  three  others,  one  of  them  being  also  appointed  Sheriff,  the  other 
two  being  in  very  distant  Countys  &  who  have  not  been  in  this  since 
their  Appointment — I  had  some  time  before  the  receipt  of  these  Com- 
missions, heard  of  the  Appointments  &  foreseeing  the  Evil  which  must 
arise  from  their  not  being "  Magistrates  in  the  County  to  qualify  the 
Militia  Officers,  wrote  to  Your  Excellency  requesting  more  Justices  to 
be  added  to  the  Commission  of  the  peace  &  that  blank  Militia  Commis- 
sions might  be  sent  me — And  I  repeated  this  request  soon  after  the 

*  This  letter  is  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  chirography — enclosed  with  this  is 
another  letter  of  date  of  April  24th  from  same  place,  reiterating  the  substance  of 
this  one,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  Genl :  Clarke's  preparations  at  Port  Pitt  would 
prevent  the  settlement  from  threatened  destruction,  &c. 
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1781.       receipt  of  the  Com'n  but  have  received  none  others  since;  nor  did  I  ever 
April  16th    receive  a  single  line  from  you  till  the  4th  Instant  when,  your  two  letters, 
one  of  the  24th  of  December  &  the  other  of  the  19th  of  Jan :  were  deliv- 
ered me — I  shall  always  endeavor  to  jDerform  the  duties  of  any  office, 
which  I  undertake,  faithfully;  and  in  this  particular  instance,  have  done 
more  than  my  duty  required  of  me — You  write  me  that  you  had,  six 
months  before,  required  of  me  a  proper  Eeturn  of  the  Militia  of  this 
Division  of     County  ;  but  as  the  division  of  Kentucky  did  not  take  place  'till  Novem- 
Ky.,  &c.  ijgj.  ig^gj;^  your  instructions  must  have  been  dated  before  this  County  took 
Cause  of  de-  place — But  had  that  not  been  the  case,  and  had  your  Letter  come  to 
lay  in  com-    )jj^^(j  j^  ^^^g  q^i^  Qf  j^y  Power  to  comply  with-it,  as  we  have  only  four 

missioning  '  •'  a.  ./  <  ./ 

proper  offi-     Magistrates  in  the  County,  one  of  whom  was  so  infirm  that  he  could  not 
"*''*  attend  Court  at  all  'till  March  last,  and  then  the  officers  could  not 

qualify,  they  being  the  Justices  also;  nor  is  this  inconvenience  likely  to 
be  remedied  in  a  short  time  as  Oapt  Sullivan  is  just  returned  from  Rich- 
mond without  any  Commissions  for  this  County.  And  as  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  this  Court  have  not  yet  been  sent  away,  I  fear  we 
shall  not  get  the  Commisns.  'till  late  in  the  Summer;  and  until  this  hap- 
pens no  regular  return  can  be  made  for  want  of  Officers;  Two  of  the 
Captains  who  had  Comns.  sent,  refused  to  accept  of  them ;  one  other  I 
never  yet  have  seen,  nor  can  I  get  him  to  Court  to  Qualify — I  have 
Strength  of  endeavored  to  collect  the  number  of  the  Militia,  and  find  from  the  best 
the  miiitia     information  I  can  got,  they  amount  to  354,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 

and  fifty  including  officers — 
Levy  for  You  require  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  recruiting  the  States  Quota  of 

serviorto^be  Ti'oops  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army  to  be  carried  into  execution 
postponed,      here,  but  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned  it  must  be  postf)Oned;  and 
°  when  your  Excellency  is  informed  of  the  true  situation  of  this  County, 

1  am  persuaded  you  will  think  the  Law  ought  not  to  have  extended  to 
it- 
Inhabitants  We  are  all  obliged  to  live  in  Ports  in  this  County,  and  notwithstanding 
Ind!ans,Vy  *"  ^^^  ^^^  Caution  that  we  use,  forty  seven  of  the  Inhabitants  have  been 
whole  fami-  killed  &  taken  by  the  Savages,  Besides  a  number  wounded  since  Jany. 
lies,  &c.  last — Amongst  the  last  is  Major  William  Lyn — 

Whole  families  are  destroyed,  without  regard  to  Age  or  Sex— Infants 
are  torn  from  their  mothers  Arms  &  their  Brains  dashed  out  against 
Trees,  as  thoy  are  necessarily  removing  from  one  Fort  to  Another  for 
safety  or  Convenience— Not  a  week  passes  &  some  weeks  scarcely  a  day 
without  some  of  our  distressed  inhabitants  feeling  the  fatal  eff'ects  of  the 
infernal  rage  and  fury  of  those  Execrable  Hell  hounds. 
Deplorable  Our  garrisons  are  dispersed  over  an  Extensive  Country,  and  a  large 
ftmilils^X?  proportion  of  the  Inhabitants,  are  helpless  indigent  Widows  &  Orphans, 
who  have  lost  their  Husbands  and  fathers  by  Savage  Hands,  and  left 
among  Strangers,  without  the  most  common  necessaries  of 'Life— Of 
those  who  have  Escaped,  many  have  lost  all  their  stocks,  and  have  not 
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any  Land  of  their  own,  nor  where  withal  to  purchase — Our  depcndance        1781. 
to  support  our  familys  is  upon  getting  wild  moat  &  this  is  procured  with    April  16th 
great  difficulty  &  danger;  and  should  it  fall  to  the  Lott  of  some  in  this 
County  who  are  thus  Situated  to  serve  as  Regular  Soldiers  according  to 
Law,  their  familys  must  inevitably  starve. 

Our  Garrison  at  the  Falls  is  made  sufficient  tostand  an  attack  with  Condition  of 
light  Cannon,  but  our  numbers  which  will  risk  themselves  in  it,  will  by  atthePaliro" 
no  means  be  sufficient  to  defend  it  from  an  Army  which  we  are  fre-  Ohio 
quently  threatened  with  from  Detroit — Our  Inhabitants  being  so  dis- 
persed that  they  could  not  be  collected  to  any  one  place  in  the  County 
in  less  than  fifteen  days — The  confidence  of  the  People  here  have  in  Confidence' 
General  Clarke's  vigilance;  his  enterprising  Spirit  &  other  Military  Vir- J^j^j,j°'    '    ' 
tues,  together  with  their  inability  to  remove,  have  been  barely  sufficient 
to  keep  this  County  from  being  left  entirely  desolate — Major  Slaughter  Maj.  Slaugh- 
at  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  has  about  500  pds :  of  powder  &  Lead  in  proportion,  *®^  ^^  '''°™' 
which  is  all  the  Public  Ammunition  in  this  County ;  none  of  that  deliv-  Falls 
ered  to  Col :  Bowman  last  Winter,  having  been  sent  me,  and  there  is 
very  little  in  the  county  of  private  property — 

There  is  not  at  this  time,  I  am  informed  &  believe,  more  than  fifty    Provisions, 

thousand  Lbs.  of  Beef  in  this  County,  Fayette  &  Lincoln;  upwards  of 

one  hundred  thousand  Weight  of  that  laid  up  in  this  County  being 

entirely  rotten  &  lost — Corn  is  plenty  in  Lincoln  &  Fayette  but  there  is 

DO  flour  in  any  of  these  Counties.    The  men  you  order  for  Genl :  Clarke's  Men  for 

Expedition  will  be  raised  without  much  difficulty,  notwithstanding  all  Clarke's  ex- 

^  ./ ;  o         pedition 

the  disadvantages  the  County  is  undei--^The  Canoes  also  shall  be  ready 

in  time,  tho'  one  fourth  of  the  Militia  must  guard  while  they  are  on 

hand — Salt  may  be  had  here  sufficient  for  an  army  of  two  thousand  Salt  abund- 

men  Six  months,  and  perhaps  more —  *°* 

I  am  Your  Excellency's  most  Obt. 

Humb  Sorvt.  > 

JNO:  FLOYD— 


Henry  Skipwith  to  Gov  ;  Jefferson.  April  I6th 

Recommending  Mr.  John  Chapman  of  Amelia  and  his  sons,  who  pro-  Cumberland 
pose  to  undertake  the  reparing  of  public  Arms — Of  Mr.  Chapman  he  ^o. 
says  "  I,  from  a  several  years  acquaintance,  can  not  only  venture  to  men- 
tion him  as  an  honest,  independant  Freeholder,  but  as  an  uncommon 
mechanical  genius,  fully  equal  to  the  task  of  either  reparing  or  making 
Guns:  and  as  a  man  in  whom  the  Executive  may  repose  the  strictest 
confidence  &  expect  the  most  faithful  &  rigid  execution  of  his  duty." 
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j^gj_  Bakon  Steuben  to  Gov:  Jeffekson. 

April  17th    "  Sir,  '      -,  ■  ^    j?  ^i,     tvt„« 

Chesterfield  Major  Mitchell  will  present  to  your  Excellency  a  List  of  the  Men 

0-  H-       now  with  Genl:  Muhlenberg  &  will  inform  you  of  the  number  of  those 
who  are  on  the  point  of  leaving  him.  _ 

He  will  also  communicate  to  your  Excellency,  my  plan  for  defensive 
operations-which  will  require  at  least  the  number  of  men  I  havealready 
asked  for-and  I  must  again  request  that  this  force  may  be  on  loot, 
before  the  enemy  begin  their  operations — 

Colo.  Armand's  Corps  having  retired,  Genl:  Muhlenberg  is  now  almost 

without  Cavalry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 
your  Excellency's 

most  Obed  hum  Servt — " 


April  17th  Stephen  Southall,  A.  Q.  M.  Genl:  informs  €ol:  Davies,  he  shall  deliver 
the  Stores  to  the  Continental  Q.  Master  as  Ordered,  and  take  receipts 
therefor— charging  "the  Continent"  with  the  same— Expresses  surprise 
at  Col.  Claiborne's  refusal  to  receive  them,  as  he  should  have  known  it 
was  his  duty  to  do  so — 

April  17th  CoL:  Jas:  Wood  to  the  Executive. 

Charlottes-         Asking  remuneration  for  advances  made  to  the  British  OflScers,  to  the 
'^'^^'^  amount  of  £78.  Sterling,  while   at  Albemarle  Barracks;   and  asking 
instructions  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  property  at  that  place. 


April  17th       Andrew  Eied,  Clerk,  certifies  that  the  Books  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Eockbridge  the  Land  Tax,  were  destroyed  "by  the  Eats  cutting"a  hole  through  the 
^°-         back  part.of  a  Desk  and  destroying"  them. 


April  17th   J.  Madison  Jub:  Theo.  Bland  and  Mr.  Smith,  Delegates  to  Govr. 

Jefferson. 
"Sir, 

Philadelphia  The  inclosed*  resolution  of  Congress  answers  your  Excellency's 

letter  of  the  26th  ulto.,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Col ;  Davies  to 
the  War  OfEice  of  Virginia.  You  will  observe  that  it  determines  his 
rank  in  the  Army  alone,  to  be  the  bar  to  his  acceptance  of  a  civil  ofl&ce. 
Should  Col :  Davies  be  willing  to  give  up  that,  and  his  place  be  supplied 

*None  of  the  enclosures  referred  to,  are  to  be  found. 
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by  one  of  the  supernumerary  Colonels,  So  that  no  additional  expence  1781. 
would  accrue  to  the  United  States,  Congress  we  beleive  would  not  hesi-  April  17th 
tate  to  let  him  retire,  without  forfeiting  any  of  the  emoluments  to  which 
he  is  at  present  entitled.  General  McDougal  was  lately  appointed  by 
Congress  to  a  civil  Office  under  the  like  circumstances  with  Col:  Davies* 
and  as  he  did  not  chuse  to  part  with  his  rank  in  the  Army,  the  appoint- 
ment was  annulled — 

"We  have  been  favored  with  your  Excellency's  two  letters  of  the  6th 
&  7th  instant — The  steps  already  taken  by  us  &  of  which  you  will,  have 
been  informed,  will,  we  flatter  ourselves  accomplish  your  wishes  with 
regard  to  the  Eefugees  taken  on  board  the  Eomulus. 

Tour  Excellency  will  also  have  seen,  by  our  late  letters,  that  we  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  the  distressed  state  of  Virga.,  for  want  of  the 
stores  lately  brought  hither  by  the  French  Prigate — We  wish  however, 
that  our  efforts  to  foward  them  had  been  more  successful — Our  first  plan 
for  the  purpose,  was  the  one  suggested  by  your  letter.  The  probable 
emptiness  of  your  Treasury,  and  the  impossibility  of  our  making  our 
requisite  advance  to  the  "Waggoners  here,  led  us  to  substitute  the  other 
plan  of  placing  the  Stores  in  the  Quarter  Masters  Channel,  and  procur- 
ing from  Congress  a  warrant  for  the  money  necessary  for  the  purpose. 
He  at  the  same  time  engaged  the  attention  of  Colo.  Pebiger  to  the  busi- 
ness, who  has  been  very  alert  in  expediting  the  supplies  for  the  Southern 
Service.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions  we  have  the  mortification 
to  find,  that  the  stores  are  not  yet  on  their  way.  Since  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  we  have  determined  to  recur  to  pur  first  plan. 

The  Q.  Master  &  Colo.  Pebiger  assure  us  that  every  exertion  shall  be 
used  to  execute  it.  They  say  however,  it  will  be  several  days,  before 
the  waggons  can  possibly  be  on  the  road — According  to  an  estimate  of 
the  Q.  Master,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  on  your  Excellency  for  near 
£500  specie  or,  as  much  paper  as  will  be  equal  to  it,  at  the  current 
exchange,  to  be  paid  on  the  arrival  of  the  waggons.  The  only  paper 
they  will  receive  is  the  old  Continental  bills.  The  Exchange  here  is  150 
■for  1;  and  the  depreciation  progressive.  Your  Excellency's  other 
requests  relating  to  the  debts  left  by  Col:  Pinnie  in  his  department,  and 
the  accommodation  of  Mr.  Eoss  with  funds  in  this  place,  shall  have  all 
the  attention  we  can  give  them. 

The  Extract*  of  a  letter  from  Genl :  "Washington,  herewith  enclosed, 
contains  all  the  Authentic  information  received  since  our  last,  on  the 
subject  of  another  embarkation  from  N.  York.  For  some  days  of  late 
the  report  has  died  away  into  a  general  disbelief — Some  persons  just 
come  out  of  N.  York  have  revived  it,  with  this  variation,  that  it  has  a 
Southern  object. 

We  are  extremely  concerned  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the 
detachment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  on  which  our  expectations  have 

*  None  of  the  enclosures  referred  to,  are  to  be  found. 
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1781.  been  ao  long  fixed,  are  still  detained  by  the  want  of  money.  Every 
April  17th  expedient  within  onr  invention  has  been  tried,  without  avail,  *«  remove 
the  obstacles  to  their  march;  and  we  have  no  encouragement  that  the 
resources  of  the  State  will  put  them  in  motion,  in  less  than  8  or  10  days, 
at  the  nearest.  The  detachment  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  is, 
we  understand,  again  moving  Southward,  but  we  have  great  reason  to 
apprehend,  that  the  general  cause  of  our  embarrassment  will  at  least 
retard  their  progress.  The  Extract  above  referred  to,  will  give  an  idea, 
how  far  the  Cemmander  in  Cheif  is  likely  to  be  in  a  condition  to  spare 
other  detachments  from  the  Troops  immediately  under  him.  By  a 
return  lately  transmitted  to  Congress,  it  appears  that  he  had  not  rec'd  five 
hundred  effective  recruits  from  all  the  States  whose  levies  were  assigned 
to  the  Northern  Department. 

It  is  pretty  certain  we  believe  that  the  British  fleet  under  Arbuthnot 
is  arrived  at  JST.  York  from  Chesapeak— That  of  our  Ally  has  certainly 
returned  into  N.  Port. 

On  receipt  of  yr:  Excellency's  letter  of  the  8th  ult:  respecting  a  plan 
to  be  concerted  with  the  States  of  Maryland  &  Delaware,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  supplies  to  the  Southward,  we  communicated  the  matter  to 
the  Delegates  from  those  States,  but  they  have  never  been  furnished 
with  any  power  or  instructions  relative  to  it — 

The  Act8*«f  this  State,  taking  off  the  embargo,  are  under  the  same 
cover  with  this. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect, 
Yr:  Excellency's  obt  and  hble  Servants — " 


AprillSth  Eo:    WoODING   Co.   LlEUT:    TO    THE   GOVERNOR. 

Halifax  Co.  Informing  him,  that  Genl :  Green  had  lately  sent  a  number  of  British 
prisoners  into  that  County  "directed  to  the  Sheriff"  with  orders  that 
they  be  conducted  to  any  post  in  the  State  appointed  for  their  recep- 
tion— In  consequence  of  this  the  Sheriff  has  summoned  sundry  men  in 
his  Bailiwick  to  assist  him  in  guarding  the  prisoners  to  Albemarle 
County.  These  men  claim  this  as  a  "term  of  duty",  but  as  he  knows 
of  no  law  authorizing  it,  he  desires  Orders  from  his  Excellency,  "  which 
shall  be  a  law"  to  him,  and  will  give  general  satisfaction. 


April  18th  CoL :  Jas  :  Innes  to  Gov :  Jefferson. 

Williamsb'g       Informing  him,  he  had  just  received  by  Express,  a  message  from  Capt: 

4  "'^l^^'*^  ^-  Kelly  stationed  a  little  above  Newport  News,  that  eleven  vessels  of  the 

enemy,  Cheifly  Square-rigged  had  passed  N.  Port  News  Point  up  the 


*  None  of  the  enclosures  referred  to,  are  to  be  found. 
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Eiver.     This  was  at  10-o-cloek  this  morning,  and  the  wind  being  fair       1781. 
from  the  S.  Bast,  they  can  reach  Burwell's  Ferry  by  the  evening.     He  is    April  18th 
preparing  to  give  them  a  reception;  and  has  ordered  the  stores  to  be 
removed  at  once — Having  but  lately  taken  Command  at  that  Place,  he 
is  uncertain  as  to  his  force,  Some  of  which  is  Stationed  as  low  down  as 
Newport  News — Every  intelligence  shall  be  promptly  sent  to  him. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  the  officer  at  Burwell's  Ferry  reports 
the  van  of  the  fleet  in  sight. 


Saml:  Huntington  to  G-ov:  Jefferson  of  Va.,  enclosing  Act  of  Con-    April  I8th 
gress  in  regard  to  Col:  Davies'  appointment  as^Commissioner  of  War 
of  Virginia  &c — to  wit, 

"By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  April  16th,  1781."  Philadelphia 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  26th  March 

last  from  the  Govr.  of  Virginia,  d.elivered  in  a  report,  whereupon — 
Ordered,  That  G-ov:  Jefferson  be  informed,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of 

the  26th  March  last,  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  rules  established  by 

the  United  States,  in  Congress  Assembled,  for  Col  Davies  to  exercise  a 

civil  appointment,  whilst  he  retains  his  rank  in  the  Army — 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS:  THOMSON,  Secy." 


Elear.  Sheed  to  the  Executive.  April  I8th 

Praying  for  permission  to  go  in  the  "Flag  boat"  intended  to  convey 
Mrs.  Allegood  down  the  Country;  she  desires  to  join  her  husband  Dr. 
Sheed  who  resides  in  the  West  Indies,  and  begs  to  be  allowed  to  take  a 
few  Hogsheads  of  Tobacco  with  her,  "as  the  currency  of  the  State  will 
not  yield  her  subsistence  elsewhere." 


Litt:Mo8by  informs  the  Governor  he  has,  in  accordance  with  Orders,    April  18th 
enlisted,  so  far  thirty  six  men,  and  expects  to  add  to  the  number.     The    Powhatan 
County  has  been  so  often  pillaged  of  Arms,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to         ^''■ 
furnish  them — Hopes  to  get  these  at  PetcTsburg  where  he  will  be  with 
his  Men  on  Monday  next. 


Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  I)  a  vies.  April  I8th 

He  is  fowarding  Stores  to  Powhatan  Co.  House  as  fast  as  possible  &  Chesterfield 

has  sent  Capt:  Towles  to  prepare  houses  for  their  reception, — and  for  ^' 
the  Tailors  and  Shoe  makers  to  work  in — Thinks  it  important  to  keep 
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1781.       them  at  work  and  therefore  removes  them  to  that  place  during  the 
April  18th    Invasion.     Many  of  them  are  idle  for  want  of  Leather.     Linnen  wanted 
for  shirts  and  overalls — 


April  19th  Thady:  Kelly  TO  CoL:  Innes  by  Express. 

"Sir, 

Blunt's  Pt.  this  morning  I  Discovered  a  brigg  &  schooner,  and  as  well  as  I  can 

make  out,  between  Newport  News  &  the  ships  laying  oposit  Day's  point 
upwards  of  twenty  flat  Bottomed  Boats — there  was  a  signal  Gun  fierd 
from  the  Commodore — the  boats  crowded  Sail  &  comes  up  fast — I  sent 
to  Newport  News  before  day  &  only  wait  for  their  return  &  the  boats 
cuming  up  to  the  ships — the  men  will  set  off  from  this  post  in  less  than 
an  hower — I  shal  wate  myself  to  see  what  movements  they  make. 
I  am  Sir  &c. 


April  19th  Mk.  Eobertson  D.  C.  G.  Issues  TO  CoL :  Davies. 

Petersburg  He  has  examined  the  stores  in  possession  of  Mr.  Hector  McNeil,  and 
finds  there  13  hhds:  rum,  2  pipes  of  wine  &  too  teirces  of  Eice — "Wag- 
gons cannot  be  gotten -to  remove  them — Eecommends  they  be  sent  to 
Mr;  Eicd.  Lambs,  Q.  Master,  in  Brunswick  forty  five  miles  on  the  way 
to  Taylor's  Perry — The  Stores  will  be  removed  as  fast  as  possible — 


Hoods 


April  19th  CoL :   SenP  TO  THE   GOVERNOR. 

He  has  been  at  this  place  since  Saturday  last,  but  has  heard  nothing 
of  Col:  Call—Has  rec'd  four  negroes  from  the  neighbors  and  expects 
six  more  tomorrow— The  fifteen  hired  negroes  who  were  there,  went 
home  "to  hold  their  Holydays",  and  having  no  soldiers  there,  he  could 
not  prevent  it— all  returned  except  four— The  Carpenters  who  went  to 
Eichmond  to  settle  their  accounts  have  never  returned,  and  others  drafted 
and  sent  to  Genl:  Muhlenberg— Wants  a  guard  for  the  provisions  and 
tools,  until  the  Garrison  arrives— Shells  to  burn  into  Lime  very  much 
wanted— he  hears  they  can  be  gotten  at  Manchester,  Warwick  and  on 
Appomattox  Eiver. 


April  19th 


CoL:  J.  Innes  to  the  Governor. 


^e'o'clock'^  .  ''  •^"'*  '°^''™"^  ^^  ^^^  ^*°'^  ^*  Burwell's  Perry  that  nine  "flat- 
bottomed  Boats  full  manned,  two  armed  Ships,  a  brig  and  a  schooner 
more"  are  in  sight-adds  "I  am  preparing  to  take  the  most  expedient 
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measures  my  poor  Judgement  dictates,  for  the  honor  and  service  of  the       1781. 
State.     I  will  not  fail  to  account  of  every  material  contingency.''  April  19th 

I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Eeepect  &e." 


Co. 


Saml:  McDowell  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  20th 

"Sir. 

I  received  your  Excellency's  Order  of  the  29th  March  last,  and  Rockbridge 
ordered  the  Draft  accordingly.  The  Draft  is  made  and  the  day  of  Ean- 
divouse  is  the  26th  Inst; — But  it  must  Euin  a  number  of  those  whose 
lot  it  is  to  march  at  this  time.  As  most  of  them  were  drawn  last  fall 
when  Genl :  Lesley  invaded  this  State,  by  which  they  were  prevented 
from  sowing  full  crops :  And  by  going  to  Join  Genl :  Greene  at  this  time, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  Eaise  Spring  Crops,  and  therefore  their  familys 
and  stocks  must  suffer,  as  they  (mostly)  have  not  any  person  behind 
them  when  they  are  gon  from  home,  to  work  their  small  farms. 

They  likewise  are  of  opinion,  If  your  Excellency  and'  Councel  knew 
the  Duty  this  County  has  done  since  last  October,  you  would  excuse 
them  at  this  time,  and  call  for  men  from  the  counties  which  have  done 

1  /aaa  "-is  ^  -I-  sp  Jjc  ijc 

"This  County  had  in  October  last  Capt  James  Gilmer  and  forty  odd 
men  in  Carolina  under  Genl :  Morgan  for  near  four  months,  and  was  at 
Tarleton's  Defeat  at  the  Cow  Pens  in  South  Carolina:  And  there  were 
also  three  Companies  down  (when  Lesley  invaded  the  State):  their 
numbers  were  about  180  men — On  Arnold's  Invasion  Colo.  John  Bowyer 
marched  with  about  200  men,  down  the  Country  And  when  Genl:  Greene 
Eetreated  into  Virginia,  it  was  believed  in  thes'e  Parts  that  Ld:  Corn- 
wallace  was  in  Virginia,  I  marched  near  200  men  from  this  County  to  Join 
Genl:  Green.  When  we  got  to  Bedford  we  were  informed  that  Corn- 
wallace  had  gon  up  from  Hillsborough  to  Guilford — Iwith  dificualty  per- 
suaded the  men  to  cross  the  Dan  into  Carolinia,  and  Joined  Genl:  Green 
some  time  before  the  Battle  at  Guilford  Courthouse:  Continued  with 
him  'till  after  the  Batl :  the  15th  of  March  last,  had  1  Capt :  and  4  Pri- 
vates Killed;  two  Capts:  one  Ensign  and  seven . Privets  Wounded,  and 
Major  Stuart'  and  four  Privets  taken  Prisoners — Prom  these  different 
calls  all  the  men  in  this  County  have  been  on  hard  service  Bach  a  term, 
since  October  last,  and  nearly  two  thirds  of  them  at  the  same  time.  If 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Councel  could  Excuse  the  men  of 
this  County  at  this  time,  it  would  much  oblige  them :  and  they  would  be 
able  to  raise  Bread  for  their  families,  for  I  assure  you  Sir,  few  of  them 
have  any  Person,  when  they  are  from  home  to  do  any  work  on  their 

TfljTTTlR  "I*  ^  'K  ^  ^  ^ 

Your  Excellency's  most  obt  &  mo  hble  Servt — " 
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jYgi  Capt:  Habry  Dudley  to  Col:  Davies. 

#eTSe       Inforn^ing  him  of  his havi.g repaired  to  that  V^^^'^ ^l^TsLv^Zl 

are  "13*  CaBnon  on  the  Eivor  Shore  &  a  number  of  Shels  &  Shott    and 

there  is  no  way  of  getting  them  up  the  hill-Col:  Syme  says  ho  can  give 

no  assistance-Desires  to  know  how  he  shall  dispose  of  the  '  Flatt  and 

■  Sloop  there"  after  they  have  discharged  their  loads? 


April  20th       L.  Mosby  informs  the  Governor,  he  should  have  called  the  Court  l^ar- 
Powhatan    tial  to  try  the  few  delinquents  in  the  County  who  refused  to  march  when 
C"-         called  upon  under  the  Invasion  Law,  but  all  the  Militia  being  called  out 
ho  was  unable  to  be  present — 


April 20th  Col:  J.  Syme  to  the  Governoe. 

New  Castle  Wagons  are  so  scarce,  that  there  are  few  to  be  impressed,  and  none  to 
hire;  the  price  given  by  the  "Publick"  so  much  lower  than  that  given 
by  individuals— Expresses  great  anxiety  respecting  "this  Train  of  Artil- 
lery, an  object  of  much  Importance  for  its  Value  at  any  time,  more 
especially  at  this  Crisis" — 


April  20th  Com:  Jas.  Barron  to  the  Comm'ding  Officer  at  Wmsburg. 

"Sir, 

Blunt's  Pt.  The  Vessells  which  ware  bound  up  Jas:  Eiver,  are  now  at  Anchore 

off  the  mouth  of  Peggen  Creek,  Consisten  of  five  Ships,  two  Brigs,  two 
Schooners  &  three  Sloopes,  with  thirty  flatt  Bottom  boats  a  stoarn.  the 
fowcy  24  Gun  Ship  in  Burwell's  Bay  and  a  Brig  at  Anchor — "Whate 
their  intentions  are  I  know  not,  but  it  may  bo  problo  they  intend  up  in 
the  night  to  supprise  Williamsburg — was  their  intention  to  land  at 
Smithfield,  should  have  thought  they  would  done  it  some  hours  past,  as 
they  anchored  there  at  onc-o-clock  to  day — two  Sloops  &  a  Schooner  are 
horsemen. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect 

Your  most  humble  Servnt." 

*  These  are  doubtless  the  Prench  Brass  Pieces,  that  were  afterwards  transported  by 
water  up  to  Taylor's  Ferry  on  Pamonky,  were  found  there  by  Tarlton,  some  spiked 
&  others  rolled  into  the  Kiver ;  six  were  left,  and  subsequently  carried  up  to  Eich- 
mond  and  were  to  be  seen  in  the  Armory  Grounds  up  to  the  War  of  1861 — Had  they 
been  small  Guns,  they  could  have  been  easily  "carried  up  the  hill,"  at  N.  Castle. 
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O.  TowLES  Lt:  Col:  5th  Va.  Eegt.  to  the  Governoe.  1781. 

April  20th 
Sending  Capt  Foild  with  six  prisoners  under  guard  to  Eichmond  taken  Prederic'sib'g 
in  King  George  Co — They  belonged  to  "the  British  piratical  crew"  that 
had  been  plundering  up  the  Potomac,  and  had  escaped  from  a  vessel 
called  "The  little  Trimmer—" 


Jas  :  Habersham  to  John  Hamilton.  April  20tli 

Eequesting  him  "to  apply  to  the  Governor  &  Council  on  my  behalf,  Charlotte Oo. 
for  leave  to  dispose  of  the  undermentioned  negroes — 
London        1 

Boatswain   >  fellows,  these  three  to  be  sold  April  26th  1781. 
Queme         ' 
Venus  1 

Einah  >  Wenches. 

Cinda  J 

Hetty  ) 

Nanny  /Children. 

Tho:  Eead,  Clerk  of  the  County  certifies  that  these  negroes  had  been 
brought  from  Georgia  and  duly  registered  in  Charlotte  according  to  Law. 


Capt:  Eo:  Gamble  8th  Va.  to  Col:  Davies.  April  20th 

Enclosing  certificate  in  favor  of  the  bearer  a  Tailor  who  wishes  to  be  Chesterfield 
employed — adds — "  The  latest  acct.  at  this  place,  is  that  the  Enemy  are 
no  higher  up  the  Eiver  than  Burwell's  Ferry,  being  detained  with  con- 
trary winds  and  tides." 


Col:  John  Stme  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  20th 

He  will  hold  the  Court  Martial  for  delinquents  as  ordered — His  Of&-  New  Castle 
cers  have  made  no  returns  for  nearly  twelve  months,  or  since  he  went 
to  the  Springs — According  to  the  last  returns,  the  Militia  of  Hanover 
were  "greatly  short  of  two  Battlns.,"  hence  there  is  no  use  for  so  many 
Field  OflEicers. — Adds — "A  certain  Thomas  Birch  Hulett,  by  Directions 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Fontaine  (as  I  understand)  seiz'd  two  plow  Horses  of  mine, 
not  long  since  in  the  plows  &  carried  them  oflf,  for  abt.  a  week.  Doing 

them  much  injury  &  then  return'd  them.     This furnishing  my 

Teams  for  Hailing  the  Artillery,  Stores,  &c  c:  Horses  for  my 

in  the  Militia  Horse  Service  &  others  about  a  fortnight  before  that,  for 
the  Dragoon  Service,  is  rather  too  much,  when  other  people  in  the  Coty. 
do  nothing  at  all  in  that  way — Had  I  been  at  home  I  Certainly  taken  the 
8 
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1781.       Horses  from  the  man  &  wish  you  so  kind  as  to  tell  me,  If  you  know  by 

April  20th   what  Authority  He  proceeded — In  future  Occasions  of  that  Sort,  I  could 

place  this  Disagreeable  Business  on  an  Equitable  &  just  Footing,  wth. 

regard  to  Every  Gentleman  of  the  Coty.,  for  I  am  against  taking  the 

poor  man's  Horse  at  any  rate — " 


April  20th 


L.   MOSBY   TO   THE    GOVERNOB. 


Powhatan  He  had  begun  recruiting,  but  receiving  the  orders  to  send  the  entire 
Militia  force  to  Manchester,  had  suspended  the  business  until  further 
Orders— Has  re'd  the  Act  Establishing  a  Corps  of  Invalids,  but  upon 
making  Enquiries  on  the  Subject,  finds  none  in  the  County. 


April  20th 

Hampshire 
Co. 


Col:  Gaeret  Vanmeter  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

He  had  written  on  the  14th  inst:  and  was  about  to  send  the  bearer 
Mr.  Andrew  Woodrow,  when  orders  were  received  for  him  to  march 
with  the  militia  ordered  below — Notwithstanding  this,  he  determines  to 
give  him  a  furlough  of  twenty  days  to  go  down  to  confer  with  his  Excel- 
lency on  several  matters — The  Commissioners  of  the  Tax  send  by  him 
for  the  money  needed  to  pay  the  bounties  to  the  drafted  men,  in  as  much 
as  the  late  insurrections  have  prevented  the  collectors  from  "executing 
their  duty  " — They  cannot  even  tell  what  sum  will  be  wanting,  but  any 
excess  will  be  returned  to  the  Treasury — Adds — "Since  my  letter  of  the 
14th  was  wrote,  I  have  had  no  further  accounts  of  the  rioters,  but  have 
much  reason  to  fear  (whatever  they  may  promise  to  the  contrary)  they 
will  still  stand  in  opposition  untill  a  sufficient  force  is  sent  against  them. 
I  have  within  these  Twenty  four  Hours,  received  authentick  information, 
that  a  very  considerable  number  have  assembled  in  another  part  of  the 
County,  determined  to  stand  in  opposition  to  every  measure  of  Govern- 
ment, and  endeavoring  to  persuade  every  one  in  their  neighborhood  to 
join  them  in  their  Treasonable  and  destructive  measures — for  this  pur- 
pose (as  I  am  told)  they  swear  fidelity  to  each  other.  Their  principal 
object  is  to  be  clear  of  Taxes  and  Draughts.  These  things  Sir,  are  truly 
alarming,  but  I  am  happy  in  one  consolation,  that  we  have  a  majority  of 
Friends  to  our  happy  Constitution,  and  will  spare  no  pains  nor  hazard 
when  called  on,  to  render  their  country  what  services  in  their  power. 

It  has  just  occurred  to  me,  that  your  Excellency  may  probably  judge 
it  expedient  to  order  some  Cavalry  to  be  raised  in  this  County— Should 
such  a  measure  bo  adopted,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion  it  might  be  attended 
with  very  happy  consequences,  &  should  it  be  ordered,  I  would  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  Capt  William  Vaure,  a  very^ctive 
brave  officer,  at  present  a  supernumerary— Mr,  Solomon  Vanvemeter, 
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and  the  bearer  Mr.  Andrew  Wodrow,  who  has  also  served  some  time  in  1781. 
the  Continental  Army — All  these  Gentlemen  have  distinguished  the  April  20th 
most  laudable  zeal  and  attachment  to  their  Country's  cause,  and  I  hope 
will  discharge  any  trust  reposed  in  them  with  honour  and  reputation — 
this  last  Gentleman's  being  draughted  is  a  singular  disadvantage  to  us, 
as  he  does  the  whole  publick  business  of  the  County  as  a  Clerk ;  and  has 
always  conducted  himself,  both  in  his  publick  capacity  and  otherwise  as 
a  good  citizen — "  *  *  ^  *  * 

*  *  If  ^  i^  i^  ^ 

Only  fifty  seven  men  have  been  draughted  as  some  of  the  militia  are 
now  in  North  Carolina,  enlisted  for  the  war — 

Whatever  measures  his  Excellency  may  recommend,  shall  be  complied 
with,  "for  the  interest  of  the  Publick  as  far  as  practicable." 


7  o'clock 


Col  :  Jas  :  Innes  to  the  Goyernob.  -  April  20th 

"Sir, 

Fourteen  flatt-bottomed  Boats,  a  ship,  two  brigs,  two  sloops  and  Williamsb'g 
one  schooner  heavily  manned,  have  just  arrived  at  Burwell's  Perry — 
from  every  appearance  I  think  they  mean  to  Land,  as  they  have  halted 
with  a  favorable  Tide — I  believe  they  wait  for  nothing  but  the  arrival 
of  two  schooners,  which  have  their  cavalry  on  board — these  vessels,  I  am 
at  this  moment  informed  have  just  turned  Mullberry  Island  point — I 
moved  out  all  the  stores  at  this  post  last  evening — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  &c." 


Information  from  the  same  source,  thro'  Capt:  Davenport  that  "five    April  20th 
ships,  five  briggs,  three  sloops,  four  schooners,  six  and  twenty  flat  Bot- 
tom Botes"  are  off  Hog  Island,  "standing  up  the  Eiver" — They  may 
annoy  him  at  Wmsburg,  but  he  is  confident  their  intention  is  to  proceed 
higher  up  James  Eiver — 


Col :  Innes,  sends  further  intelligence  that  sixteen  flat  bottomed  boats    April  20th 
had  gone  above  James  Town. — He  will  immediately  march  the  troops  Williamsb'g 
up  the  New  Kent  Eoad,  and  take  such  a  position  as  will  enable  him  to 
operate  vigorously  witht.  exposing  his, rear  &  flank. 


Col  :  Innes  to  the  Governor.  April  20th 

"Sir,  Allen's  Ordi- 

This  Day  at  two-o-elocke,  the  Enemy  attempted  and  made  good  "pg^^'-^^'  ^^ 
their  Landing  at  Burwell's  Perry ;  at  the  same  time  several  armed  ves-  liamsburg 
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1781.       sells  and  16  flatt  bottomed  Boats  proceeded  up  to  James  Town,  where  I 

April  20th    have  been  informed  they  have  since  Landed^-As  soon  as  I  found  the 

Designs  of  the  Enemy  to  circumvent  me,  I  moved  the  Troops  to  this 

place,  which  is  the  nearest  position  to  the  town,  that  can  be  taken  with 

safety  while  the  enemy  are  masters  of  the  water — 

There  was  some  slight  skirmishing  between  the  advance  of  the  Enemy 
and  our  Guards  of  Observation  at  Burwell's  Perry — "We  have  sustained 
no  loss;  all  our  Guards  have  joined  the  main  Body — By  several  persons 
just  from  Williamsburg,  I  am  informed  that  the  British  Troops  were  in 
a  mile  of  the  Town — Some  Hospital  Stores,  about  fifteen  sick  men  una- 
ble to  move,  and  some  stores  belonging  to  the  Commissary's  Department, 
to  transport  which,  waggons  could  not  be  obtained,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  leave  behind  nie — The  Troops  under  my  Command  are  extremely 
harrassed,  having  laid  upon  their  arms  for  upwards  of  fifty  hours;  dur- 
ing which  time  they  have  rec'd  no  sustinance — They  discover  however 
a  good  Countenance,  and  I  have  my  hopes  that  when  I  can  give  the 
Enemy  action  on  fair  terms,  we  shall  acquit  ourselves  honourably — We 
suffer  extremely  for  want  of  provisions — I  write  again  so  soon  as  I  have 
leisure — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully" 


April  21st  CoL:  Jas:  Innes  to  the  Governor. 

"Sir, 
Hickory  About  3-0-clock  yesterday,  the  Enemy  landed  at  Burwell's  Ferry 

l/mib^"'^°^  ^^^  Infantry  50  Horse  &  4  pieces  of  Artillery,  which  with  seeming 
above  Wil-  intention  of  landing  in  force  at  Jamestown,  or  on  some  part  of  the 
3  o™locl?'  I^iver  above  us,  obliged  us  to  evacuate  the  Town  &  move  up  to  Allen's 
Ordinary  six  miles  above— About  12-o-clock  in  the  night,  Major  Arm- 
stead  with  150  men  &  Capt:  Keely  with  50  Eiflemen  were  ordered  down 
&  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  which  terminated  rather  in  our 
favour — 

We  have  just  now  received  information  that  they  are  above  Jamestown 
with  14  square-rigged  Vessells  &  16  flat-bottomed  Boats  are  now  in 
Chickahominy  Eiver  within  3  miles  of  the  Ship-Yard,  &  in  our  present 
situation,  I  think  there  is  no  probability  of  our  obviating  their  Inten- 
tions, without  risqueing  every  thing — 

I  am  Sir,  yr.  Excellency's  obent.  Servant^-" 

"P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  wo  have  received  information  that 
the  Enemy  are  in  possession  of  the  Ship  Yard." 
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Mr.  Wm.  Hay  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

April  21st 
He  has  a  letter  just  from  Fredericksburg  from  Mr.  Nicholson  contain-  Eichmond 
ing  the  following  "Extract"  "By  a  Gentleman  immediately  from 
Philada.  we  have  the  Agreeable  Information  of  the  arrival  of  the  second 
Division  of  the  French  Fleet,  off  the  Gapes  of  Delaware  consisting  of  9 
Sail  of  the  Line  &  7  Frigates — they  were  spoke  with  by  a  Brig  which 
is  arrived  at  Philadelphia." 


Major  Ben:  Walker  Aid  de  Camp,  writes  to  Col:  Davis,  that  the  Baron    April  21st 
desires  an  Officer  shall  go  in  the  "Flag"  with  the  necessaries  for  the  Chesterfield 
Convention  Troops.     Capt:  Cad:  Jones  has  been  thought  of,  but  as  his 
whereabouts  is  uncertain,  suggests  a  State  Officer  be  selected — 


C.  H. 


Col:  J.  Syme  writes  to  the  Governor  in  reply,  that  he  is  ordering  out  April  21st 
his  militia  as  fast  as  possible,  in  accordance  with  his  orders — A  part  will  New  Castle 
be  with  his  Excellency  this  day — Has  a  troublesome  Job  on  his  hands 
again,  with  the  Artillery  which  he  and  Col:  Davies  agree  must  be  sent 
further  up  the  river  "as  High  up  as  possible"— He  shall  need  a  good 
many  men  about  it — While  folding  his  letter  the  Postmaster  informed 
him  the  Enemy  are  at  Williamsburg — 


CoL:  J.  Stme  to  Col:  Davies,  in  reply.  April  21st 

He  is  pushing  his  first  plan  of  sending  the  Cannon  up  the  river —  New  Castle 
Mason  is  out  after  flat-bottomed  boats — If  they  Can't  be  had,  asks  if  it 
will  not  be  best  "to  run  thtj  Flatts  as  high  up  as  possible  &  let  them 
remain  on  Board,  or  land  them  in  Difft.  &  obscure  places"? — Every  man 
of  his  Militia  is  ordered  to  Eichmond,  and  he  wants  Hands — How  is  he 
to  get  them?  And  is  Capt.  Dudley  or  Mason  to  take  charge  of  the 
business — Has  just  heard  the  Enemy  are  in  Williamsburg — 


Capt:  H.  Dudley  writes  to  Col:  Davies,  he  is  "removing  the  Cannon    April  21st 
up  the  Elver  as  fast  as  possiable  in  flats,"  and  as  the  shot  and  mortar  New  Castle 
beds  are  the  least  valuable,  shall  leave  them  for  the  last — Has  taken 
eighteen  soldiers  for  the  purpose — hears  the  British  troops  are  in  Wms- 
burg — Desires  to  know  upon  what  terms  he  is  to  pay  the  men  or  whether 
this  service  is  to  be  considered  "a  term  of  duty" — 
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1781.  Wm.  Hat  to  the  Governor. 

April  21st 

Kichmond  Apologizing  for  annoying  him  at  this  "Critical  Period,"  but  hastens  to 
ask  that  Mr.  Nicholson  be  permitted  to  attend  at  his  brother's  Store,  he 
being  ill,  and  "his  two  lads"  drafted  into  the  service,  and  under  march- 
ing orders,  leaves  a  large  and  valuable  quantity  of  goods  "at  the  mercy 
of  the  negroes." 


April  21st  Major  Chas  :  Dick  to  Gov  :  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 
Frederic'sb'g  About  3  weeks  ago,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  for  a  sum  of  money 

to  be  brought  me  for  the  use  of  the  Factory,  by  Capt:  Peter  Minor,  who 
has  been  sometime  returned,  and  brings  me  no  answer  about  it.  My 
Credit,  Word,  Honour  and  every  thing  mortal  can  do,  will  not  hold  out 
longer  with  the  people  unless  I  am  supported  with  money — And  it  is 
amazing  the  quantity  of  arms  old  and  new  have  been  drawn  from  this 
Place,  since  Jany.  last — We  still  continue  to  do  our  best,  but  failing  in 
payments  is  a  great  prejudice — 

Capt  Abraham  Maury  waits  on  Your  Excellency  with  this,  and  beg 
you  will  send  the  Same  sum  by  him,  of  £100,000,  that  shuld  have  come 
by  Capt:  Minor, 

And  am  EespectfuUy 

Your  Excellency's 

mo :  obt  hbl  Servnt." 


April  21st  Coii :  Wm.  Da  vies  to  the  Governor. 

"Sir, 

War  Office  I  need  not  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  insecurity  of  this 

place.  We  never  can  proceed  with  any  degree  of  certainty  in  any  of 
our  public  works,  while  the  enemy  command  the  rivers —  The  state  of 
our  arms  requires  security  to  the  workmen  from  alarms  and  I  am  confi- 
dent we  shall  never  be  able  to  get  them  repaired,  unless  some  buildings 
are  prepared  for  them  in  a  safe  place  above  the  falls— I  have  conversed 
with  Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  Anderson,  and  they  think  the  hands  can  begin 
to  work  in  ten  or  twelve  days  from  this  time  Should  they  be  Sent  up  to 
the  point  of  Fork,  where  Mr.  Anderson  is  very  desirous  to  go.  Mr.  Gil- 
bert wishes  to  remove  thither  too,  if  his  hands  can  be  usefully  employed 
there,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  can  be:  Wit  of  this  I  shall  make  enquiry, 
and  shall  consult  the  Q.  M.  Genl:  on  it— I  have  not  spoken  to  Moody^ 
but  I  think  his  hands  will  be  of  service  then,  if  he  himself  should  not'. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  defence  at  Hood's  and  at  Westham,  ought  to  be 
first  built,  before  anything  more  is  attempted  at  the  foundery— The 
buildings  that  are  there  may  serve  for  occasional  pui-posos:  but  at  pres- 
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ent,  from  the  new  position  the  enemy  have  taken,  there  can  be  no  safety  1781. 
in  this  place :  unless  a  considerable  force  shall  be  constantly  kept  up  April  21st 
between  Eichmond  and  Williamsburg — May  I  hope  therefore  for  the 
Approbation  of  the  Executive,  in  directing  all  the  hands  employed  on 
the  public  works  in  this  neighborhood,  to  remove  immediately  to  the 
point  of  Fork,  except  only  such  a  number  of  Artificers  to  be  detained  at 
certain  places  as  the  Quarter  Master  General  shall  direct  for  the  neces- 
sary purposes  of  the  Troops? 

Enclosed  I  submit  to  Your  Excellency  a  memorandum  of  Articles  pur- 
chased by  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  Army.  Eepeated 
unsuccessful  applications  have  been  made  to  Major  Claiborne  for  wag- 
gons, but  none  are  yet  obtained,  or  likely  to  be  obtained.  This  is  one  of 
the  ill  consequences  of  the  State's  depriving  itself  of  the  means  of  trans- 
portation, as  it  subjects  us  to  the  hazard  of  losing  very  valuable  stores, 
merely  because  the  Continental  OflScers,  who  have  got  almost  all  our 
waggons,  chuse  to  remove  stores  of  little  value  that  have  been  delivered 
to  them,  in  preference  to  those  of  great  worth  which  have  not  been  actu- 
ally delivered  to  them,  altho'  purchased  expressly  and  solely  for  Conti- 
nental purposes — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  &c. 

Midorsed. 
"In  Council  Apr:  21st  1781. 

The  Board  approves  of  the  proposition  to  remove  all  the  hands 
employed  in  the  public  works  in  this  neighborhood,  to  the  fork  of  James 
river. 

TH;  JBPPEESOlSr." 


"At  the  request  of  His  Excellency  Thomas  Jefi'erson  Esqr.  Governor    April  21st 
of  Virginia  I  have  examined  Charles  Lee  Bsqr.  touching  his  capacity, 
abilities  and  fitness  to  practice  as  an  Attorney  in  the  County  Courts  and 
do  find  him  fitly  qualified  to  practice  in  such  Courts." 

Certified  under  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  April  1781. 

W:  BLLZBY." 


Col  :  Wm.  Davies  to  the  Governor.  April  2lst 

Eequesting  him  to  apply  to  Col :  Th :  M.  Eandolph  for  a  "  large  flat  or    Eichmond 
lighter"  which- he  says  can  go  sixteen  miles  above  his  house,  and  which 
can  carry  a  great  many  Stores — 

Unless  it  can  be  gotten  many  stores  may  be  lost.     He  would  apply 
himself  for  it,  but  has  little  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman. 
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1781. 
April  22d  Jos:  Martin  to  Col:  Arthur  Campbell  of  Washington  Co. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Long  Island  I  returned  to  this  place  on  friday  last,  after  a  Tour  of  19 

Days — it  happened  very  fortunate  our  Going  out  at  the  Time  we  did,  as 
there  was  a  large  Body  of  Indians  Collected  in  powell's  valley,  which 
we  should  most  Certainly  have  fallen  in  with,  if  Maj  Lewis  had  not 
alarmed  them.  I  was  at  one  Camp  wheare  there  could  not  be  less  then 
a  Hundred — ^Several  other  traces  of  Smaller  parties,  all  making  towards 
the  mouth  of  powell's  Eiver,  only  one  partie  which  Seemed  the  freshest 
which  we  followed  about  thirty  miles  below  Cumberland  Gap.  Came 
up  with  them  In  campt.  Surrounded  them  undiscovered.  But  the  Camp 
being  so  close,  we  could  not  discover  them  before  they  run  out.  "We 
fired  about  thirty  Guns  on  them — Several  of  them  Seemed  to  be  badly 
Wounded — the  Cain  was  so  thick  they  could  not  be  persued  on  horse- 
back— We  got  five  guns.  Blankets,  shot  pouches  &c — one  of  their  horses 
was  wrote  in  full  John  Brown — the  sd.  Brown  was  Killed  in  Cumber- 
land Gap,  which  Induces  me  to  believe  it  is  the  party  that  always 
watches  that  place. 

By  such  a  Body  as  was  Collecting,  it  appears  that  they  either  Intended 
to  attact  the  Stations  or  strike  a  heavy  blow  on  our  frontiers — I  made 
no  stay  at  the  Camp,  but  pushed  on  as  fast  as  possible  for  about  seventy 
miles  further,  being  still  on  fresh  sign,  when  the  men  Stopt  &  refused  to 
go  any  further,  Saying  I  was  taking  them  to  Chickamogga,  that  we  was 
To  weak — their  provisions  near  out  &  their  horses  Tyerd — I  did  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  prevail  on  them  to  Go  about  ten  miles  further,  but 
Could  not — I  am  Convinced  we  was  a  few  miles  from  some  Town,  as 
I  saw  whear  they  Took  in  meat  on  horseback,  the  blood  not  dry  on  the 
Bushes,  they  have  taken  a  number  of  horses  that  way  this  Spring — 
Should  write  more  particular,  but  Mr.  price  will  deliver  this  to  you,  who 
will  give  you  a  particular  act.  of  the  whole,  in  the  mean  time  I  beg 
leave  to  inform  you,  I  am  very  Desirous  of  going  to  the  end  of  the  Path 
we  left,  if  men  &  provisions  Can  be  had  at  any  rate,  as  our  frontiers 
must  Expect  great  distress  from  that  quarter,  if  they  are  not  Broke  up. 
Mr.  Price  says  if  he  meets  with  your  approbation,  he  can  Eaise  50 
men  at  any  time,  he  has  behaved  very  well  on  this  Tour,  being  one  of 
the  spies — Our  whole  stock  of  provisions  at  setting  out  from  the  Cove 
was  21  lbs.  of  Bacon  &  half  Bushel  of  Corn  pr:  man— Our  Strength  65 
men  Including  Ofiicers — 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  regard 

Your  most  obt  Servant 

P.  S.  The  Body  of  Indians  broke  on  our  approach,  as  we  saw  sign 
of  several  Small  parties  makeing  home— I  Can't  hear  whether  Col: 
Sevier  went  to  meet  the  Messenger  was  sent  to  the  nation  or  not.     I  am 
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told  there  was  a  woman  &  Child  killd  on  lick  Creek  last  week — Should       1781. 
any  news  arrive  from  the  Nation  shall  send  you  Immediately — I  am    April  22d 
very  Desirous  of  hearing  the  news  from  Cornwallace — beg  you  will 
write  us  by  the  first  oportunity." 

J.  M. 


Col:  John  Syme  to  the  Governor.  April  22d 

Mason  and  others  are  after  wagons — In  ease  these  cannot  be  had,  he  New  Castle 
will  get  ox-carts — The  Salt  should  be  loft  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from 
that  place  in  careful  hands — "The  Brass  Cannon  are  now  on  Floats — 
Expect  all  will  be  so  to-day."  Mr.  Dudly  and  himself  do  not  understand 
each  other,  he  therefore  begs  to  save  the  expence  of  his  services  by  hav- 
ing him  discharged,  as  he  is  dissatisfied  with  his  Orders  "&  totally  unac- 
quainted with  things"  there. 

The  Cannon  are  so  heavy,  it  takes  a  number  of  Hands  to  move  them, 
conseqdently  their  place  of  deposite  will  be  known  to  the  enemy  if  they 
come.  They  should  be  carried  on  carriges  up  to  the  fork  of  James  Eiver 
if  possible,  otherwise  it  were  better  they  remain  on  the  boats  to  be 
removed  as  occasion  may  require. 


CoL;  Jas:  Innes  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  22d 

"Sir, 

The  movements  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Western  Side  of  Chicka-  f  ranke's 
hominy  Eiver,  of  which  1  apprized  you  yesterday  by  Express,  has  ren-  mtu;Tfrom 
dered  it  expedient  for  me  to  take  my  present  position,  which  I  think  a  Williamsb'g 
very  defensible  one:  from  which  too  I  can  file  off  towards  Eichmond -jj-"  "^  "^ 
with't  exposing  my  flanks  or  Bear  to  annoyance — They  possessed  them- 
selves of  the  Ship  Yard,  about  4-o-clock  yesterday,  and  I  am  apprehen- 
sive from  the  fire  discovered  in  that  Quarter  last  night,  they  have  totally 
destroyed  it — The  Troops  by  intense  fatigues  and  vigilance  and  scarcity 
of  provisions  are  much  worn  down — These  circumstances  increase  our 
number  of  Invalids  daily — I  am  determined .  to  halt  at  this  place  until 
the  men  can.  be  comfortably  recreated. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  I  have  in  vain  called  for  the  aid  of  the  adja- 
cent Counties — I  am  at  present  almost  totally  with't  Horse.  If  I  had 
the  power  of  impressing  I  should  be  able  to  form  a  very  useful  corps  of 
observation — I  will  immediately  order  a  "Eeturn"  of  my  Strength  and 
Stores,  and  in  close  it  by  the  next  Express.  I  am  in  want  of  waggons, 
■  provisions,  and  allmost  every  necessary — When  I  get  an  hours  sleep, 
which  I  have  not  enjoyed  for  upwards  of  sixty  hours,  I  will  write  you 
more  fully. 

I  am  most  respectfully, 

Yr:  Excellency's  mos  ob  Servt." 
9 
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1781.  Capt:  Henry  Young,  A.  D.  Q.  Master,  to  Col.  Davies. 

April  23rd 
Eichmond        Eeeommending  an  officer  be  sent  to  remove  the  Hospital  stores  farther 

up  the  Eiver;  that  Capt:  Bohannan  should  not  be  allowed  to  leave 
Westham ;  his  services  being  essential — Mr.  E.  Baker  late  Q.  Master  on 
the  Frontier  informs  him  he  has  thirty  horses  at  Powell's  Yalley,  four 
hundred  miles  off,  to  deliver  up — As  they  cannot  be  wanted  in  that 
County,  or  by  Col :  Slaughter  at  the  Falls  of  Ohio  only  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  off,  he  asks  for  instructions  what  to  do. 


April  23rd  CoL :   JOHN   StME   TO   THE   GOVERNOR. 

"Dear  Sir, 

New  Castle  I  have  written  you  so  often  of  late  that  I  am  ashamed  of  it. 

Nothing  but  the  Salvation  of  the  Stores  to  induce  me  to  be  thus  Trouble- 
some: Capt:  Dudley  will  by  no  means  answer  this  Bussiness,  for  reasons 
innumerable  and  too  tedious  to  mention — For  particulars,  I  refer  you  to 
this  Gent,  Wm.  Bradford  Esqr,  who  comes  Express  to  inform  you  of  it. 
I  can  get  men  here  acquainted  with  the  Eiver,  the  people  &  that  can 
write.  I  beg  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  let  me  conduct  this  matter. 
I  am  with  great  regard  &  much  haste  &  perplexity, 

Your  obedient  Servant." 


April  23rd  Major  Genl  :  Baron  Stbtjben  TO  CoL :  Davies. 

"Dear  Col, 
Petersburg  As  I  am  unacquainted  with  Officers  commanding  the  Militia 

at  Eichmond,  and  it  .being  my  desire  that  of  those  that  are  armed  one 
half  shall  march  immediately  to  Turkey  Island,  and  the  other  to  the 
Long  bridge  on  Chickahominy — I  have  enclosed  the  Order  which  I 
request  you  to  Communicate. 

I  only  wait  the  arrival  of  Col :  Senf,  to  visit  Hood's  and  Bland's  ordin- 
ary, when  I  intend  making  the  Dispositions  to  oppose  the  Enemy 
should  he  come  this  side  the  Eiver. 

I  am  dear  Colo,  with  much  esteem 

Your  most  obed't  humble  Servt." 


April  23rd  Ed:  Simpson  TO  Capt:  Edmd:  Eead  at  Poet  Eotal. 

Frederic'sb'g  Complains  bitterly  of  his  not  having  been  paid  a  shilling  even,  for  nine 
months  either  for  the  work  he  has  done  for  the  U.  States  or  for  Virginia, 
or  for  the  materials  furnished— He  will  undertake  to  repair  the  Arms  so 
much  wanted  to  enable  him,  Capt:  Eead,  to  take  the  field,  provided  he 
will  become  responsible  for  his  pay,  to  be  made  in  "hard  money"  or  in 
tobacco  at  the  present  valuation,  as  soon  as  the  arms  are  delivered— 
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Col:  J.  Syme  writes  to  Col:  Davies,  that  Capt:  Dudley  has  gone  up  to        1781. 
see  him  to  make  complaints — The  bearer  Capt :  Stanley  will  enlighten    April  23rd 
him  in  this  matter — The  truth  is  Capt:  Dudley  "wants  to  Comand  me" —   New  Castle 
Asks  for  news — He  is  "putting  the  last  of  the  Cannon  on  Board"  and 
will  go  up  to  Richmond  soon  if  he  can — 


CoL :  Dayies  to  the  Governor.  April  23rd 

Thinks  it  impossible  Col :  Innes  is  in  want  of  provisions ;  but  if  as  War  Office 
reported  he  has  crossed  at  Ruffins,  any  thing  for  him  should  be  sent  to 
New  Castle — Continues  "At  present  we  are  in  great  distress  for  want  of 
Waggons.  Every  one  of  the  Public  Offices  almost ;  the  treasury,  the 
land  office,  the  Auditor's  the  Hopital  having  waggons  waiting  and 
entirely  idle.  This  is  really  injurious,  and  I  beg  your  Excellency's 
directions  either  that  the  waggons  may  immediately  take  from  the 
public  offices  what  ever  can  be  spared,  or  that  the  Quarter  Master  may 
have  the  liberty  of  employing  them  othei'wise;  some  of  them  have  been 
idle  two  days — 

It  is  necessary  Somebody  should  go  up  to  the  Counties  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Barracks,  to  collect  the  Arms,  and  take  them  to  the  Point 
of  Pork.  I  beg  to  know  your  Excellency's  opinion  about  the  provision 
and  quantity  to  be  sent  to  Col  Innes. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  &c. 

Endorsed. 
"In  Council  April  23,  1781. 

Colo.  Innes'  information  being  that  the  Army  under  his  Command  is 
in  the  utmost  distress  for  provisions  we  must  suppose  it  fact,  and  there- 
fore shl'd  think  it  necessary  to  send  him  the  four  waggons  of  provisions, 
as  promised  him :  &  the  rather  because  of  our  having  promised  it — it 
does  not  seem  credible  he  should  have  crossed  at  Ruffins — 

We  approve  of  sending  a  person  to  collect  the  arms  about  the  barracks 
&  that  money  be  furnished. 

Expecting  every  moment  to  hear  of  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  & 
that  this  will  determine  whether  the  removal  of  the  public  papers  will 
be  necessary,  we  postpone  giving  any  orders  about  the  waggons  at  the 
Several  Offices. 

TH:  JEFPBRSOK" 
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1781.       Major  Eobt.  Forsyth,  Dept:  Com:  of  Purchases  for  So.  Army,  to 

April  23rd  CoL :   DaVIES. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Kichmond  Mr.  Hay  has  delivered  me  your  letter,  dated  this  day,  respect- 

ing a  quantity  of  Stores  he  has  on  hand,  intended  for  the  Southern  Genl : 
Hospital,  and  which  he  informs  me,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter's Department  here  refuse  to  receive.  You  were  mistaken  in  your 
information  to  Mr.  Hay,  that  I  am  the  proper  person  to  receive  them. 
I  can  do  nothing  more  than  direct  the  application,  when  in  the  hands  of 
the  Assistant  Qr.  Master  or  Store  Keepers'  appointed  by  Major  Claiborne. 
Prom  the  system  of  the  Quarter  Master's  Departmt.,  it  is  clearly  their 
duty  to  receive  all  public  property,  whether  provided  by  this  State,  or 
sent  from  any  other  State,  if  intended  for  the  Southern  Army.  The 
Assistant  Quarter  Masters,  or  Store  Keepers  appointed  by  the  several 
Deputy  Quarter  Masters  in  the  Southern  States,  are  directed  by  the  late 
arrangement  of  the  Commissary  Department  to  make  their  -Returns  of 
Commissary  Stores  to  me  monthly  &  foward  them  in  such  manner  as  I 
may  find  necessary,  &  they  are  the  only  Persons  to  whom  your  State 
Commissary  or  other  person  who  procures  the  specifics  required  by 
Congress,  should  deliver  them;  for  if  they  ^re  received  by  any  other 
Person,  I  shall  not  be  furnished  with  an  Accunt  of  them,  nor  have  it  in 
my  power  to  make  the  necessary  returns  to  the  Commander  of  the 
Southern  Army — I  find  Mr.  Southall  has  left  Major  Claiborne's  employ, 
therefore  the  stores  in  this  place  cannot  be  received  until  a  new  appoint- 
ment takes  place — which  I  expect  will  be  to  morrow  morning. 

Those  at  "Westham  I  hope  you  will  direct  to  be  sent  up  to  Carter's 
Perry  by  water  to  Mr.  Drew  the  Assist:  Qr.  Master,  who  shall  receive 
my  orders  to  forward  them  on  without  delay.  I  wish  this  to  take  place 
because  Major  Claiborne  has  no  acting  person  at  Westham — The  Stores 
at  Petersburg  will  be  received  by  Capt:  Holmes,  who  acts  as  Assist:  Qr. 
Master  at  that  Station — 

I  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  aid  the  Agents  of  this  State  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  and  I  wish  much  that  the  Specifics  required  by 
Congress  were  confined  to  one  person  to  procure;  at  least,  that  they 
should  all  come  under  his  direction— this  I  believe  is  not  the  case  at 
present,  as  I  have  wrote  repeatedly  to  Mr.  John  Brown,  the  person 
whom  his  Excellency  the  Governor  informed  me  was  charged  with  this 
duty,  but  he  has  never  favor'd  me  with  any  information— 
I  am  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Your  very  humble  Servant." 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPERS.  69 


Mrs.  Sarah  McIntosh  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  1781. 

April  23rd 
Thanking  him  for  his  "very  polite  letter"  and  for  the  "  Ten  Thousand  Mecklen- 
pounds"  sent  by  Colo.  Eussell  for  the  relief  of  herself  and  numerous  ""^^    "' 

family — She  will  use  "all  possible  economy  in  its  expenditure." 


CoL:  Jas:  Innes  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  April  23rd 

"Dear  Sir, 

Having  received  Intelligence  last  Evening,  that  the  Enemy  Camp  Ruf- 
were  moving  up  Chickahominy  Eiver  Eoad,  with  an  Intention  to  attempt  "  ^  '^"^ 
a  Stroke  at  the  Party  under  my  Command  and  had  actually  advanced 
so  far  up  as  to  be  able  to  compel  me  to  give  them  action  on  the  most 
disadvantageous  terms,  should  I  endeavour  to  retreat  by  the  way  of  New 
Kent  Court  House.  In  this  Situation,  encumbered  as  my  Line  was  by 
upwards  of  one  hundred  sick  and  wounded,  without  Hospital  Stores  or 
Surgeons,  burthened  too  with  twenty  waggons  loaded  with  the  public 
Stores,  which  I  had  ordered  from  Williamsburg  and  its  Environs,  Consid- 
ering the  fatal  Consequences  that  must  result  from  a  Dpfeat  of  my  Party, 
by  the  loss  of  the  public  arms  in  their  Hands  &  the  ten  Field  Pieces 
annexed  to  it;  Knowing  too  the  superiority  of  the  Enemj^'s  numbers  & 
the  advantage  they  must  derive  from  Iiaving  a  Body  of  Cavalry  and 
fresh  Troops- in  acting  against  my  Detachment  without  one  well-equip- 
ped Horse  &  almosst  worn  down  with  Fatigue  &  Hunger;  influenced  by 
these  considerations  &  the  advice  of  all  the  Field  Officers,  I  determined 
to  run  no  Hazard  at  such  a  critical  Juncture  as  the  present.  I  accord- 
ingly changed  my  Eoute  and  filing  off  to  the  Eight,  passed  all  the  stores  & 
Troops  over  Pamunkey  Eiver  at  this  Place,  where  I  found,  according  to 
Information,  a  very  welcome  supply  of  Provisions.  I  shall  now  have  it 
in  my  power  to  dispose  of  the  Invalids,  give  the  Troops  a  little  Eefresh- 
ment,  send  the  Baggage  &  Stores  off  to  a  Place  of  Safety  &  either  march 
up  towards  Eichmond  with  the  Troops  light,  disencumbered  &  refreshed 
by  recrossing  the  Eiver  &  falling  into  the  Eoad  through  N.  Kent  or  by 
continuing  up  on  this  side  &  crossing  the  Eiver  at  Page's  Warehouses, 
which  I  am  told  makes  only  the  difference  of  7  miles. 

I  have  sent  out  to  discover  the  real  Designs  of  the  Enemy,  and  the 
moment  I  receive  authentic  Information,  I  shall  put  the  Troops  in 
motion.  Last  night  they  destroyed  the  Vessels  &  Buildings  at  the  Ship- 
Tard  &  some  Naval  Stores  at  Diascon  Bridge.  I  am  also  informed,  tho' 
not  oflS^cially,  that  the  Party  which  moved  up  the  Chickahominy  Eoad 
have  burnt  Holt's  Forge  &  are  moving  in  three  columns  toward  N.  Kent 
Co.  House.  In  a  few  Hours  I  shall  know  the  Truth  of  these  Eeports — 
At  all  events,  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to  stop  the  Provisions  you  have 
ordered  down  on  the  Eoad  to  'N.  Kent  Co.  House. 
I  am  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Eespect 

Your  mo:  obed:  &  very  humble  Servnt." 
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1781.  Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies. 

April  23rd 

Richmond  Informing  him,  that  by  letter  from  Mr.  Eicd.  Young  at  Frodrieksburg 
he  learned  a  number  of  Waggons,  with  Military  Stores  wore  then  on 
their  way  to  the  Southern  Army.  Thirty  or  more  "had  crossed  at  this 
Ferry"  last  Monday  under  the  direction  of  Doct*  Skinner,  and  are 
ordered  to  Prince  Edward  Co.  House  "by  the  Baron."  Fourteen  went 
by  the  upper  route  over  Carter's  Ferry. 


April. 24th  '       Ealeigh  Colston  TO  Gov:  Jepferson. 

Cape  Fran-  Offering  to  supply  the  State  with  woolen  goods,  well  adapted  to  the 
S°'^  wants  of  soldiers,  a  quantity  of  "blanketing  stuff"  &c  on  moderate 
terms — If  a  vessel  could  be  despatched  with  a  cargo  of  the  best  super- 
fine, flour,  "in  neat  casks  of  180  or  190  lbs  net,"  it  would  be  very  profit- 
able to  the  State,  that  article  "commanding  250  Livres  pr:  barrel" — 
Thinks  it  his  duty  to  offer  these  articles;  also  a  quantity  of  Eussia 
Drill,  for  summer  (clothing — should  have  addressed  the  Board  of  Trade, 
were  he  certain  of  its  existence  at  this  time. 


April  24th  Jas:  Madison  jur.  AND  Theod.  Bland  TO  GovR.  Jepperson. 

"Sir, 
Philadelphia  We  were  yesterday  Honord  with  your  Excellency's  of  the  13th 

Inst:  with  its  enclosures.  You  may  be  assured  that  our  utmost  endeav- 
ors have  been  exerted  in  fowarding  the  Arms  and  Stores  mentioned  in 
our  last,  but  insurmountable  difflculties  have  prevented  their  seting  off 
untill  now — But  we  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  first  of  them  will 
go  on  to  day,  as  the  Qr.  Master  assures  us. 

We  have  anticipated  the  circumstance  mentioned  in  the  Extract  of 
Genl :  Greene's  letter  to  the  Baron,  by  urging  the  Board  of  War  with 
every  argument  for  the  necessity  of  speedy  supply  which  they  are 
taking  measures  to  procure,  but  I  fear  with  little  prospect  of  immediate 
effect,  neither  theirs  nor  our  own  exertions  will  be  slackened  on  that 
head,  bnt  we  cannot  advise  a  reliance  on  the  success — Your  desire  con- 
cerning the  Prisoners,  has  been  communicated  to  the  Minister  of  France, 
who  has  expressed  his  fears  that  such  a  step  could  not  be  Justified  on 
the  common  principles  adopted  by  European  nations  at  War,  but  at  the 
same  time,  thinks  there  will  be  no  difficulty  of  complying  with  your 
desire  signified  in  your  last  letter  (13th)  now  before  us.  A  late  letter 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  gives  us  some  reason  to  think  that  the 
British  have  a  serious  intention  of  making  a  descent  in  Delaware  Bay, 
at  least  to  forage,  and  secure  all  the  Provision  they  can  on  the  Penin- 
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sula  that  lays  below  New  Castle  and  the  head  of  Elk  if  possible — in  1781. 
consequence  of  which,  measures  have  been  taken  to  remove  all  the  April  24th 
flowei",  cattle  and  short  forage  on  that  Peninsula,  call'd  the  Eastern 
Shore,  out  of  their  Ecach,  and  also  from  the  Jersey  Shore,  Bordering 
on  Delaware  Bay ;  for  which  purpose,  the  Board  of  War  are  vested  with 
powers  by  Congress,  and  the  executives  of  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland  and  Virginia  are  request  to  lend  their  assistance  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  their  necessary  measure — 

Authentic  Accounts  have  arrived  here,  that  Don  Galvey  has  entered 
the  Bay  of  Pensacola  with  a  considerable  sea  and  land  force,  has  made 
good  his  landing,  and  been  Joined  by  a  large  body  of  Troops  on  the  25th 
March,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  important  will  soon  be  in  the 
hands  of  Spain — bj-  the  same  account,  we  are  informed  that  a  detach- 
ment of  Eodney's  fleet,  consisting  of  seven  ships,  were  seen  standing 
towards  that  place,  and  immediately  the  Spanish  Admiral  put  to  sea 
from  the  Havannah  with  sixteen  (16)  sail  of  men  of  war  of  the  line,  and 
five  or  six  thousand  land  forces  to  intercept  the  British  and  secure  suc- 
cess to  the  Assailants — 

A  report  prevails  here,  which  gains  credit,  that  the  fleet  from  Corke 
consisting  of  two  or  throe  men  of  war  and  120  ships  under  their  convoy, 
had  fallen  in  with  a  french  Squadron  of  twelve  or  fourteen  ships  of  the 
lino,  and  that  very  few  of  the  Convoy  escaped  falling  into  the  hands  of 
our  Ally — and  a  vessel  from  Cadiz  informs  us,  that  war  was  declared  by 
that  nation  against  the  British^&  that  a  Manifesto  had  been  published  by 
Holland  at  that  Port,  authorizing  the  Dutch  to  make  reprisals  on  the 
English  Nation,  before  he  left  Cadiz. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Sentiments 
of  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem 

Tr:  Bxcellcy's  most  ob  &  hble  Servants. 

P.  S. — We  are  happy  to  inform  yr:  Bxy.  that  a  large  Detachment  of 
of  the  Pennyva.  Line  are  at  length  in  motion  towards  Virginia,  &  we 
hope  will  arrive  in  time  to  check  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy  in  that 
State.  We  have  accts.  that  the  Confederacy  is  taken  by  the  Eoebuck  & 
Orpheus  off  this  Coast." 

Col:  Jas:  Innes  to  the  Goveunok.  April  24th 

"Dr.  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  arrived  at  this  place,  and  shall  lose  no  time.  Camp  2  miles 
I  beg  to  receive  yr:  Orders,  as  I  am  Ignorant  of  the  situation  of  Eioh-  7™"cloolfat 
mond — I  would  write  more  explicitly,  but  for  prudential  Eeasons,  which  night 
yr:  Excellency  will  easily  conceive. 

I  am  most  respectfully 

Yr :  Excellency's  most  ob.  Servt." 

"P.  S. — I  hope  to  hear  from  you  by  the  Dawn  of  Day." 
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1781.  Col:  Arthur  Campbell  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  Col:  E.  Clarke  had 

April  24th    gent  the  prisoners  taken  in  South  Carolina  on  the  23d  March  to  his  care, 
Washington  and  that  he  has  fowarded  them  on  to  Winchester,  not  knowing  who  is 
the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  in  this  State — Enquires  whether  any  reply 
has  come  from  Congress,  respecting  the  establishing  a  Post  on  the  Ten- 


Oo. 


April  24th        _  GeO.    BlLIOTT    TO   CoL :   Davies. 

Petersburg        One  of  the  wagons  referred  to  has  been  sent  to  Eichmond,  the  other 
"to  Eoanoke  for  fish,"  but  has  not  returned. 


April  24th  CapT.    EdmD:    EeAD   TO    THE    GoVERNOK. 

Port  Royal,  lie  returned,  with  his  Troop  to  this  place  two  days  before,  from  the 
■  Potomac.  The  enemy's  Ships  had  all  gone  down  the  river — Since  he 
left  Boyd's  Hole,  a  small  boat  had  gone  there  and  the  houses  had  been 
burnt;  except  the  warehouses — Calls  attention  to  his  having  received  in 
February  last  a  Warrant  for  Ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  boots  for  his  men  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  but  having 
to  return  suddenly  to  Virginia,  did  not  got  them.  He  has  tried  to  pro- 
cure them  there  and  at  Predricksburg,  but  cannot  get  them  made  for 
less  than  "five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  pair"  owing  to  the  rapid 
depreciation  of  the  money — This  very  much  increases  the  cost;  but  begs 
for  a  further  supply  of  money  to  pay  for  them — Eefers  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Simpson  in  respect  to  doing  the  necessary  repairs  to  his  sad- 
dles and  accoutrements— His  horses'  backs  all  sore;  Unless  Simpson  be 
employed,  he  will  not  be  able  to  take  the  field  even  after  his  horses  shall 
have  recruited. 


April  25th  CoL:  Arthur  Campbell  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

Washington  Eefers  to  his  having  sent  Col:  Martin  and  Major  Lewis  to  drive  the 
Indians  from  their  haunts  near  Cumberland  Gap— He  has  no  hopes  the 
Chorokees  will  sue  for  peace,  as  long  as  Augusta  Georgia  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  British,  who  furnish  them  all  the  supplies  they  need— 

Col:  Elijah,  sent  by  him  to  strike  a  blow  in  that  quarter  had  been 
foiled  in  the  attempt  by  "Major  Dunlop  and  his  Corps  of  Partizans  on 
this  side  the  Savannah  Eiver" — 

"The  Northward  Indians"  have  been  troubling  the  people  very  much 
this  spring,  in  Small  parties ;  killing  "captivating"  and  wounding.  They 
came  up  Sandy  Eiver  generally,  and  on  the  last  occasion,  penetrated  as 
far  as  "the  settlement  on  Holstein"  carrying  off  a  son  of  Capt:  Bledsoe— 
These  continued  troubles  have  induced  the  Officers  to  beg  that  the  Exec- 
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utive  will  countermand  the  call  of  the  29th  March,  for  two  hundred  1781. 
militia  for  the  Southern  Army — It  will  bo  next  to  impossiMc  for  those  April  25th 
men  to  fit  themselves  out  for  so  distant  a  march,  having  as  yet  received 
no  pay  for  their  services  the  past  year.  He  hopes  some  steps  will  be 
taken  to  provide  for  the  Company  of  Eangers  that  guard  Powel's  Val- 
ley— Mr.  Martin's  proposal  to  penetrate  that  region  with  a  good  force 
would  do  good,  if  carried  out;  but  ho  thinks  it  impracticable  at  present, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  sending  men  to  the  support  of  Genl: 
Greene,  the  defeat  of  whom  would  suddenly  overwhelm  the  Country — 


Brig  Genl:  G.  Weeden  to  Gov.  Jefferson.  April  25tli 

Dear  Sir, 

"Genl:  Phillips  seems  from  the  compleKion  of  his  Letter,  to  complain 
of  an  infringement  on  the  Sacred  rules  of  Flags  of  Truce  &  mentions 
that  borne  by  Mr.  Armistead.  In  Justification  of  myself  I  enclose  to 
your  Excellency  coj)y  of  Mr.  Armistead's  credentials.  My  letter  to  the 
British  Genl:  on  this  Subject  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  a  copy 
of,  dated  6th  Inst — I  know  not  who  Mr.  Armstead  has  taken  with  him, 
under  the  Sanction  of  his  Mission  aud  have  therefore  enclosed  Genl: 
Phillips  copy  of  my  Flag,  with  the  persons'  names  &  Business  they  went 
on. 

On  perusing  the  List  of  Prisoners,  your  Excellency  will  judge  how 
far  an  Exchange  for  them  can  be  carried  into  Execution  with  propriety. 
I  could  only  add,  that  if  we  have  any  not  already  given  up  to  the  Con- 
tinental Commissary  of  Prisoners,  I  think  they  had  better  be  ordered  to 
a  convenient  place  for  Exchange — It  would  give  contentment  to  the 
Militia  and  would  be  a  means  of  stimulating  them  to  more  ready  Exer- 
tions, when  they  found  the  attention  of  the  Executive  not  wanting  to 
serve  them."  ***** 

"  We  have  a  number  of  Prisoners  that  are  I  fear  little  attended  to  & 
should  for  my  own  part  be  for  liberating  as  many  of  our  Countrymen 
with  them  as  the  just  rules  of  war  would  authorize. 

The  Marquis  is  now  crossing  the  Elver — I  understand  the  Frederick 
&  Berkeley  men  were  to  march  last  Monday ;  they  are  not  however  yet 
arrived. 

I  am,  with  perfect  esteem  &  Respect, 

Yr:  Excellencies  most  ob  Servant."    , 
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1781. 

April  25th 

Albemarle 

Co. 


i,    Lieut:  Col:  E.  Lindsay  to  Col:  Davies. 

He  has  received  the  Orders  of  the  4th  &  18th  lusts :,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  at  once  gave  directions  to  the  different  Militia  Officers,  to 
collect  all  the  public  arms  in  the  County,  in  their  several  districts ;  but 
fears  this  has  not  been  properly  done,  as  he  has  so  far  received  only 
seventeen.  The  •  Captains  think  there  are  many  more,  though  unfit  for 
use.  All  the  best,  only  fifteen  in  number,  he  delivered  to  the  Officers  in 
Command  of  the  Militia  who  went  down  the  Country,  many  of  whom 
were  without  arms.  Assures  him  he  will  use  every  effort  to  collect  the 
arms,  and  send  them  to  the  Point  of  Fork  as  ordered — After  every 
enquiry,  he  can  get  no  canoes  or  batteaux  that  will  "answer  the  public 
purposes"  Living  so  remote,  (at  least  30  miles)  from  the  Eiver,  he  is  a 
stranger  in  that  part  of  the  County;  and  therefore  recommends  for  that 
particular  business,  the  selection  of  some  one  who  is  more  familiar  with 
the  river  from  Eichmond  to  Bedford — 

The  resignation  of  Col:  C6les,  late  County  Lieutenant  delays  his 
sending  a  complete  Eeturn  of  the  Militia — 


April  25th 

Albemarle 
Co. 


'Sir, 


LiuT.  Col:  E.  Lindsay  to  Gov:  JEFrERSON. 


Your  favor  of  the  16th  Instant,  came  to  hand  covering  the  Inclosed 
Commission,  and  one  for  Major  Charles  L.  Lewis,  the  receipt  of  which 
I  most  thankfully  acknowledge,  but  being  conscious  of  my  inability  to 
execute  an  Office  of  that  importance  at  present,  must  beg  leave  to  return 
the  Commission.  That  fill'd  up  for  Major  Lewis  I  have  delivered  him, 
which  he  told  me  he  would  qualify  too  the  first  opportunity — "  *  * 
I  am  Sir  with  much  respect 

your  very  humbl  Servant — " 


April  26th 


Capn:  Jas.  Maxwell  to  the  Governor. 


Eichmond    "A  List  of  the  Arm'd  Vessels  at  Coxes  dale,  with  their  Force  and  pres- 
ent Complement  of  men." 


Tempest, 
Jefferson, 
Eenown, 
Apollo, 


16  Six-pounders 
14  four  pds 
16  Six      " 
18  Six      " 


6  Men,  Complimt.  120  when  Compt 


Willing  Lass,    12  four    ' 
Wilks,  12        do. 


Mars, 


23  do. 

23  do. 

5  do. 

13  do. 

5  do. 


8  four  &  Six  pds:  3 


70 
120 
120 
60 
60 
40 
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Guns,  96        Men,  78  78  1781. 

April  26th 

No :  of  Men  wanted,  512 

American  FabiuB,  pierced  for  18  guns,  120       "  " 

Morning  Star,  "        "    12     "  60 

In  conjunction  with  the  Capts.  of  the  Vessels,  have  flx'd  on  the  above 
place,  and  this  day  expect  they  will  be  ranged  in  a  Semi  circle,  haveing 
a  marsh  on  the  So.  Shore,  and  an  extensive  plain  on  the  No.  Shore, 
which  their  canon  will  command,  and  they  being  in  want  of  cartridge 
paper  &  som  other  stores  which  I  shall  immediately  send  them,  and 
Baron  Steuben  being  at  Head  Quarters,  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  above 
Arrangement  to  him  this  morning  from  Osbornes  by  an  Officer. 
I  have  the  honour  of  being 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedt. 
Humble  Servant." 


In  Council. 


Gov.  Thos  :  S.  Lee  &c.  to  Gov :  Jefferson  of  Va.  April  27th 

"Sir, 

Genl:  Hamilton  informed  us  that  a  Flag  with  Cloathing  and  Money  Annapolis, 
for  the  late  Convention  Troops  stationed  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  has 
arrived  at  Hampton,  and  requested  permission  to  land  them  at  George 
Town  in  Maryland;  which  we  have  granted,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
Troops  in  Maryland,  under  sertain  Kestrictions;  and  referred  him  to 
your  Excellency  as  to  the  necessaries  for  the  Troops  in  Virginia." 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  Sentiment  of  highest  respect  and  Esteem, 
Trr  Bxcy's  most  obt  &  most  hble  Servants — " 


Copy  of  a  Contract  made  between  Ebenezer  Cowell  of  Phila.  and  Jas :  April  27th 
Madison  Jur:,  Theo.  Bland  and  M.  Smith,  Delegates  from  Virga.  by  Philadelphia 
which  the  said  Cowell  engages  to  furnish  two  thousand  "Eampart  Mus- 
kets," "cut  and  put  in  good  repair"  in  the  same  manner  and  of  the  same 
length  as  those  now  shewn  in  the  War  Office",  at  the  rate  of  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  Hard  money,"  or  its  equivalent  in  paper,  at  the 
time  of  payment.  The  said  Cowell  to  furnish  twelve  hundred  in  four- 
teen days,  ready  for  transportation  to  Virginia,  and  the  residue  before 
the  day  of  payment — 

The  Delegates  agree  to  pay  the  above  sum  in  sixty  days  from  date — 
else,  the  remaining  eight  hundred  muskets,  to  be  sold  to  satisfy  the 
demand  of  said  Cowell  &c. 
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1781.  Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies. 

April  27th    "Dear  Sir, 

Kichmond  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  this  day,  informing  me 

that  you  have  directed  the  State  Wagons  to  be  withdrawn  from  giving 
aid  to  the  Continental  Service;  and  that  the  Supplies  for  that  line 
devolve  upon  me  to  be  furnished.  The  reasons  which  you  have  given 
are  no  doubt  sufficient;  therefore  I  shall  endeavor  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency by  doing  all  in  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  &  regard 
Dear  Sir  &c.'' 


April  28th  CoL:   ThOS:   EeAD    to   THE   GOVERNOR. 

Charlotte  Co.  Enclosing  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  County — 
viz — "Thos:  Eead,  Co  Lieutenant,  Lt:  Col:  Watkins,  Lt:  Col.  Morton, — 
Captains,  W.  Morton-White,  Barksdill,  Jas:  Morton,  Gaines,  Spencer, 
Halloway,  Wallace,  &  Jameson,  tendering  their  immediate  services,  with 
one  hundred  men,  notwithstanding  the  militia  have  just  returned  from 
a  "tour  of  duty,"  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  they  hear  are  at  Petersburg. 
He  is  also  directed  to  represent  to  his  Excellency  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting arms  and  ammunition  the  supply  of  those  having  been  exhausted 
at  the  time  reinforcements  went  to  Gonl:  Greene.  Lieut:  Madison,  the 
bearer,  will  bring  back  any  orders  from  the  Executive. 


April  28th  B.   Ed:   JoEL  to   THE   GOVERNOR. 

"I  have  this  instant  received  notice,  that  the  Enemy  appears  to  be 
again  in  motion  at  Osbornes.  I  have  dispatcht  a  vidette  to  recoinortre 
them,  and  am  collecting  some  negroes  to  hew  down  trees,  and  be  ready 
to  take  up  the  different  Bridges  in  their  rout,  there  is  no  Officer  on  this 
side  but  myself  and  I  desire  to  know  if  you  have  any  commands." 
I  am  Sir  &c." 


April  29th 
Hoodsburg 


Jno:  Eoqers  to  Gov:  JIifperson. 

Since  his  arrival  at  the  Palls  of  Ohio,  is  surprised  to  hear  of  the  asper- 
sions against  him,  in  regard  to  his  conduct  while  in  command  "at  the 
Illinois  last  winter."  Eichd.  Winston  and  Eichd.  McCarthy  the  authors- 
men  of  doubtful  character-McCarthy  under  arrest  for  Treason  ever 
smce  September  last,  and  the  former,  when  Dept:  County  Lieutenant  of 
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Illinois  prevented  the  people  from  furnishing  food  to  his  men,  when  they  1781. 
were  actually  starving,  although  he  made  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  April  29th 
him.  When  Col:  Montgomery  left  that  county,  many  of  his  sick  men 
came  under  his  own  care;  and  he  was  at  last  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
killing  a  beast  for  their  support  altho'  the  County  abounded  in  meat. 
But  for  the  Kind  and  prompt  Assistance  of  Mr.  Bently  a  merchant  at 
Karkar's  he  could  never  have  reestablished  the  health  of  his  men.  This 
gentleman  is  now  on  his  way  to  Virginia,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
great  services  he  has  rendered  the  State,  in-  cheerfully  furnishing  sup- 
plies and  influencing  the  Inhabitants  to  aid  him,  he  hopes  for  the  favor 
of  the  Executive  in  his  behalf  He  had  even  pledged  his  j)ersonal  seeu- 
ritj'  for  the  payment  in  Hard  money  of  all  demands  of  the  people :  but 
the  abovementioned  persons  had  so  prejudiced  the  minds  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants, with  the  view  of  driving  him,  Eogers,  out  of  the  County,  that  he 
failed  in  this — Concludes — "The  Expedition  under  Brig:  Genl  Clarke 
being  on  foot  prevents  my  waiting  on  you  at  this  time,  in  order  to  clear 
up  any  thing  that  can  have  been  laid  to  my  charge,  &  I  doubt  not  you 
will  anticipate  my  Innocence,  as  was  the  case  with  regard  to  Col :  Callo- 
way's charge  in  1779.  I  am  informed  they  charge  me  with  having  shott 
down  &  barbiqued  the  Cattle  on  the  Commons."  To  refute  this  he 
encloses  the  aflS^davits  of  Officers  and  Inhabitants,  and  his  correspond- 
ence with  Winston  &  others.  Concludes  "I  cannot  conclude  without 
informing  you  that  'tis  my  positive  opinion  the  people  of  the  Illinois  & 
Port  Vincennes  have  been  in  an  absolute  state  of  Eebellion  for  these 
several  months  past  &  ought  to  have  no  further  Indulgence  shewn  them, 
&  such  is  the  nature  of  these  people,  the  more  they  are  indulged,  the 
more  turbulent  they  grow — &  I  look  upon  it  that  Winston  &  McCarty 
have  been  the  principle  Instruments  to  bring  them  to  the  Pitch  they  are 
now  at.'' 


Liut:  Churchill  Gibbs  informs  the  Governor,  that  on  friday  the  27th    April  29th 
Inst:  five  prisoners  under  his  charge,  made  their  escape;  and  he  has    Powhatan 
reason  to  believe  the  sentinels  on  duty  at  the  time  were  "privy  to  it"- 
He  has  arrested  them  &  will  have  them  tried — 


C.  H. 


Col:  V.  Brooking  encloses  to  the  Governer,  a  Eeturn  of  the  Militia    April  29th 
and  Arms  sent  to  Genl:  Greene's  Army  in  Peb'y  last — viz.  3  Capts:  9   Amelia  Co. 
Liuts:  3  Drummers,  3  Fifers,  3  wagons  &  teams — 204  Eank  &  file — 204 
guns — 21  pds :  powder,  24  lbs  of  lead — 34  bayonets — 
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1781.  BoLLiNG  Starke  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

April  30th    "Honble.  Sir, 

Fairfield  It  is  probable  your  Excellency  may  have  heard  that  I 

reached  Cumberland  Old  Ct.  House,  on  "Wednesday  last  with  the  books 
&  papers  belonging  to  yours  &  the  other  public  boards;  where  I  judged 
they  would  be  perfectly  secure  from  the  enemy;  but  on  Saturday  we 
were  alarmed  with  an  account  of  their  having  penetrated  the  Country 
as  far  as  Chesterfield  Ct.  House;  at  which  place,  they  had  destroyed 
every  house  &c.  c. — that  Genl:  Muhlenberg,  conscious  of  his  inferiority 
was  retreating  before  them — this  disagreeable  piece  of  intelligence  deter- 
mined me  to  recross  James  Eiver,  and  thinking  the  papers  would  be 
more  secure  at  a  private  than  a  public  house,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
throwing  myself  &  them  upon  the  hands  of  my  old  acquaintance  &  rela- 
tion Col:  John  Boiling,  where  they  will  remain  until  it  becomes  safe  to 
return  them  to  Eichmond. — unless  your  Excellency  thinks  it  necessary 
to  remove  them  to  some  other  place — 

We  receive  every  day,  vague  reports  of  the  Conduct  of  our  cruel  foe, 
but  can't  tell  what  degree  of  credit  to  give  thereto.  If  you  can  spare 
so  much  time,  I  should  be  extremely  obliged  in  receiving  from  your 
Excellency,  by  the  return  of  the  bearer,  an  account  of  the  present  sit- 
uation of  both  armies,  the  strength  of  each — the  probable  designs  of 
the  Enemy — our  loss  in  the  Action  on  Appomattox- — the  particular 
depredations  &  injury  done  at  &  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  &  at 
Osbornes,  and  in  short,  every  other  interesting  circumstance — for  I  had 
rather  know  the  worst  that  can  have  happened,  than  continue  any 
longer  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty.  Mrs.  Jefferson  and  your 
little  family  were  very  well  yesterday  at  Elk  Hill,  and  were  endeavouring 
to  procure  a  vessel  to  cross  over  the  river  to  Mr.  C.  Harrison's  ■  but  I 
doubt  they  would  find  it  difficult,  for  the  Qr.  Masters  had  the  day 
before  collected  all  the  canoes  in  the  neighbourhood  &  sent  them  down 
the  river  loaded  with  grain  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
I  am  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem 
your  Excellency's 

obedient,  humble  Servant." 


April  30th 
Eichmond 


Capt:  Henry  Young  to  Col:  Da  vies— at  Point  of  Pork. 

He  approves  Mr.  Ross'  plan  for  building  the  shops.  The  warehouses 
on  the  other  side  the  river  now  on  fire;  but  the  enemy  do  not  appear  to 
be  in  force  at  Manchester,  tho'  it  is  hard  to  determine.  He  will  send 
the  best  Boats  by  night  up  to  Westham.  Bight  prisoners,  taken  by  a 
party  of  militia  on  the  other  side,  are  just  brought  in— Concludes"! 
think  wo  only  want  Arms  to  make  the  defence  of  this  place  secure." 
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Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Gov.  Jefferson.  1781. 

May  1st 

He  has  this  day  received  orders  from  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  to  Eichmond 
purchase  sixty  horses  to  mount  Major  Nelson's  corps,  and  the  Field  Offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  detachment  from  the  JSTorth — has  given  the 
necessary  instructions  and  contracted  for  their  immediate  purchase. 
Upon  the  lowest  calculation  he  can  make,  based  upon  the  quality  of  the 
hoi-ses,  they  will  cost  "at  least  Four  hundred  thousand  Pounds".  He 
finds  it  necessary  also  to  inform  his  Excellency,  that  tho  Quarter  Mas- 
ter's Department  will  require  in  addition  to  the  above,  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds;  a  million  in  all.  This  is  a  reasonable  demand, 
in  proportion  to  the  wants  of  the  Department.  Concludes  "I  find  it 
necessary  to  inform  your  Excellency  likewise,  that  the  unsafe  Situation 
of  my  Manufactories  at  the  Towns  upon  Navigation,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  unfixed  in  consequence  of  the  enemy;  has  obliged 
me  to  look  out  for  some  retired  part  within  the  State,  where  such  busi- 
ness may  be  conducted  with  ease. 

I  fixed  upon  the  Point  of  Fork,  and  acquainted  your  Excellency  with 
my  intentions ;  which  was  requisite  from  a  principle  of  respect,  and  pub- 
lic peace,  as  I  would  not  do  a  thing  which  would  produce  any  disagree- 
able consequences;  but  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  decline  that 
approbation  which  I  was  in  great  hopes  to  have  had — However  as  I 
have  reconsidered  the  matter,  and  cannot  find  that  the  duties  of  the  Con- 
tinent or  State  will  by  any  means  interfere ;  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Eoss,  the  proprietor  of  the  land  and  many  others,  I  have  written  to 
Major  Drew  my  Assistant  in  that  district  to  get  some  respectable  Gen- 
tlemen to  examine  and  make  reports  in  writing.  These  I  shall  lay  before 
your  Excellency,  and  hope  that  their  opinions  will  not  be  disagreeable 
to  you,  as  the  principle  upon  which  I  have  acted  is  candid,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  business  of  the  Department  under  my  direction." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect  &  esteem," 
&c.,  &c. 


Brig:  Genl:  Eo:  Lawson  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  May  1st 

"Sir, 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  find  that  the  militia  from  many  coun-  Prince  Ed- 
ties  go  forth  to  join  General  Greene's  Army  with  the  greatest  reluctance;        ^*''    ^°' 
indeed  there  are  many  counties  very  deficient  in  the  quota  call'd  for — 
Some  of  them  send  none  at  all." 

Expresses  serious  apprehensions,  from  the  fact  that  so  many  refuse  to 
go  who  should,  under  so  many  and  various  pretences — Eegrets  the  neces- 
sity which  takes  them  from  their  farms  at  this  important  season,  but  the 
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1781.  armies  must  t)e  kept  equal  to  the  task  of  resisting  the  Enemy,  else  "our 
May  1st  efforts  have  been  &  will  be  in  vain" — Asks  for  information  from  G-enl: 
Greene's  and  the  Army  near  home — An  impression  prevails  among  the 
militia  that  altho'  they  may  go  to  the  Southern  Army,  they  will  be  inclu- 
ded in  the  draft  for  the  eigh teen-months'  men,  on  their  return.  Takes 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  his  Excellency,  that  the  indulgence  granted 
to  the  militia  of  some  counties  is  attended  with  bad  consequences,  by 
encouraging  others  to  set  up  claims  of  the  like  character. 


May  1st  J.  Dixon  to  the  Governor. 

Gloucester        His  Excellency's  request  of  the  12th  ult :  in  regard  to  raising  Cavalry 


Co, 


for  the  Bai'on  Steuben  received ;  and  he  was  anxious  to  have  complied 
therewith,  but  his  plan  for  raising  a  Troop  of  Horse  not  being  approved, 
has  prevented  the  Gentlemen  from  carrying  out  their  desire  to  serve  in 
that  capacity — A  few  have,  from  necessity  been  acting  as  Light  Horse- 
men,— and  have  been,  for  some  weeks,  on  duty,  endeavoring  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  daily  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  committed  since  the  arms  were 
taken  from  the  militia — 


May  1st     J.  Madison  jur:  Thedo.  Bland  and  M.  Smith,  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 


*  *  !): 


Philadelphia  "Mr.  Nicholson,  Agent  for  Mr.  Eoss  arrived  here  yesterday.  "We  fear 
it  will  not  be  possible  for  him  to  get  some  of  the  most  essential  articles, 
even  if  an  exchange  of  his  funds  can  be  negotiated;  and  that  the  diffi- 
culty of  such  an  exchange  will  be  a  great  obstacle  to  his  getting  such 
articles  as  are  to  be  had— As  far  as  our  effoi-ts  can  avail  him,  they  will 
not  be  spared — We  had  previous  to  his  coming  taken  some  measures 
•which  we  flatter  ourselves  will  yield  about  2000  good  muskets,  in  about 
two  weeks."        *  *  *  *         urJ^^^  j^qq  g^^jj^  belonging 

to  the  State  have  at  length  gone  foward,  with  most  of  the  other  articles 
brought  hither  with  them.  The  8th  of  this  month  is  the  day  fixed,  we 
understand,  for  the  march  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  from  York  Town 
(Ponna.) 

The  Eeport  from  N.  York  is  that  Clinton  is  disembarking  his  troops— 
We  also  enclose  herewith  an  extract*  of  a  letter  from  Genl:  Washington, 
which  needs  no  comment. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect  &  regard 

yr:  Excellency's  ob  &  hble  Servants. 

*  Not  found. 
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Benj:  Clarke  to  Colo.  Lewis  Burwell — "Copy."  1781. 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  take  tho  opportunity  to  let  yo.  know  that  I  got  into  Peters-  May  2nd 
burg  on  Teusday  Evening  in  order  to  sell  our  Tobacco  (tho  Merchants 
heard  that  the  Enemy  were  approaching,  and  would  not  purchase) — 
Wednesday  morning  the  action  canio  on — I  happened  in  Company  with 
Colo.  Banister  and  Mr.  D.  Eose,  and  several  others  that  was  not  engaged. 
We  got  to  a  Hill  and  saw  the  greatest  part  of  the  Actioil,  in  which  our 
men  stood  like  brave  fellows,  but  being  overpowered  was  obliged  to 
retreat,  and  the  Bi-itish  light  horse  coming  near,  we  rode  off  and  got 
clear,  but  by  my  own  imprudence  I  fell  into  their  hands  the  next  day. 
You  know  I  never  signed  the  Association,  and  being  lame,  was  never  in 
Arms  i^ainst  them.  I  was  in  hopes  with  that  plea  to  save  our  Tobacco, 
which  was  in  the  Warehouses — with  this  vain  hope  I  ventured  near  the 
Town,  and  was  soon  surrounded  with  Armed  men,  who  seized  me, 
demanded  my  horse,  and  used  me.  very  rough,  but  did  not  strike — I 
begged  to  be  carried  to  the  General,  and  when  I  came  before  him,  he 
used  me  very  kind,  as  did  the  rest  of  the  Grentlemen  that  was  present, 
they  very  kindly  asked  me  in  the  house,  gave  me  a  chair,  and  treated 
me  with  wine — After  this  I  told  him  my  Business,  and  that  as  I  never 
was  in  Arms,  I  hoped  he  would  give  me  a  permit  to  save  my  Tobacco  in 
them  Warehouses,  which  he  would  not  promise,  but  gave  me  a  writing 
on  the  back  of  a  printed  declaration  to  satisfy  me  why  he  destroyed  the 
Tobacco,  he  also  gave  me  a  proclamation  and  desired  me  to  read  them 
at  my  liesure,  and  they  would  satisfie  me  in  everything  I  desired,  but 
in  the  time,  he  told  me  I  was  a  prisoner,  &  offered  protection  or  parole. 
I  said  I  did  not  choose  either  of  them  as  I  did  not  come  to  him  for  that 
purpose,  but  begged  a  permit  to  go  home,  which  he  would  not  grant — I 
then  said,  I  was  in  his  power  &  must  dispose  of  me  as  he  pleased.  Upon 
which  he  gave  me  a  pass  to  Mr.  John  Baird's  &  then  to  continue  'till 
further  orders — the  next  morning  ho  marched  off  with  all  his  troops, 
and  I  suppose  forgot  to  concern  with  me  any  more,  in  the  Evening  I 
went  to  Town,  and  consulted  what  was  best  for  me  to  do,  and  the  Gen- 
tlemen advised  me  to  go  home  and  take  care  not  to  fall  into  theif  hands 
again.  I  followed  this  advice,  &  came  some  distance  &  met  a  Company 
of  our  Men  in  Arms,  who  asked  me  the  news.  I,  not  knowing  there 
was  any  harm  in  what  I  had  done,  told  them  voluntarily  the  whole 
story  as  above,  they  said  I  had  done  wrong  &  carried  me  before  a  Jus- 
tice, who  has  taken  on  hito  to  send  me  under  a  Guard  to  Head  Quarters, 
tho'  I  made  it  appear  that  I  voluntarily  gave  up  the  papers  to  the  first 
Company  I  see  and  the  whole  story  to  them  I  told,  not  being  examined 
about  it,  which  I  think  might  have  satisfied  him,  that  I  had  no  intent 
to  make  any  private  use  of  them.  Should  I  be  confined  &  want  Wit- 
ness, as  you  know  that  I  have  cheerfully  complied  with  every  thing  that 
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1781.       has  been  required  of  mej-  the  Oath  only  excepted,  I  hope  you'l  take 
May  2nd     some  pains  to  make  it  appear  what  Chara(Cter  I  bear"  &c — 

Yr:  sincere  friend  &  humble  Servant" 


May  2nd  Capt  John  Peyton  informs  Col :  Davies,  he  has  loaded  the  waggons 
Cumberland  with  stores  and  orderd  them  to  the  Point  of  Pork  under  care  of  Mr. 
Old  C.  H.  jjQ^gojj^  -^^rith  his  (Davies)  own  baggage  wagon — The  wagons  will  return 
at  once,  to  carry  off  the  rest,  in  case  the  enemy  should  make  a  move  in 
this  direction.  Accounts  are  just  received  that  the  enemy  are  going 
down  James  Eiver.  Should  this  be  true,  he  thinks  it  best  to  detain  the 
tailors  and  shoemakers,  with  a  sufflcieney  of  material  to  keep  them  at 
work,  until  proper  Houses  can  be  built  for  them  at  the  Pork,  the  quar- 
ters at  the  Co.  House  being  well  adapted  to  this  purpose — Mks  that 
Mr.  Eoss  be  informed,  he  should  soon  need  linnen  &  Leather. 


Jas:  Bakboue  to  the  Governor. 
"Sir, 
May  2nd  Prom  the  many  Applications,  I  make  free  to  address  your  Excel- 

Cttlpeper  Co.  lency  once  more  in  behalf  of  the  Detachment  of  Militia  from  this  county 
now  on  a  Tour  of  duty,  who  are  very  uneasie,  as  well  on  acct  of  a  Shock- 
ing Pever  now  Paging  in  this  county,  as  the  Planting  their  Crops, 
twenty  persons  have  Died  in  about  ten  days,  within  five  miles  of  my 
home,  but  very  fortunate  they  are  mostly  such  as  are  no  Loss  to  Jhe 
Publick.  I  have  done  all  in  my  Power  to  get  the  crops  of  Corn  planted 
of  those  men  on  duty,  but  we  have  such  a  number  of  poor  distress'd 
Pamilys  in  this  Coty:  that  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  accomplish  it. 
Could  they  with  Propriety  be  reliev'd  with  drafts  of  other  militia,  I 
should  be  very  glad,  &  I'm  the  more  inclined  to  solicit  in  favour  of  them, 
as  I  hear  they  have  had  an  Action  &  behaved  well. 
I  am  Humble  Sir, 

Your  most  ob  &  huble  Servnt." 


May  2nd  The  Depositions  of  Capts:  John  Harris,  Jno:  Thomas,  Thos:  Williams 
&  Geo:  Batty,  sworn  to  and  taken  before  W.  Poushee,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

Kichmond  That,  in  the  Engagement  at  or  near  "  Coxesdale,"  or  "  Coxendale,"  or 
Cocke's  &  Dales"  on  James  Eiver,  on  the  27th  April  1781,  between  the 
British  forces,  and  the  Fleet  of  armed  vessels  of  the  State  of  Yirginia 
Capt:  Edward  Woneycott  of  the  "Alert"  Brig,  a  Flag  of  Truce  vessel' 
chartered  by  the  State  and  then  loaded  with  one  hundred  and  twenty 
hhds:  of  Tobacco  for  the  relief  of  the  Yirginia  Officers  &  soldiers  pris- 
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oners  of  war  at  Charleston  So.  Carolina,  had  behaved,  and  conducted       1781. 
himself  in  every  respect  agreable  to  the  Bules  prescribed  for  Flags —     May  2nd 
Although  frequently  applied  to  before  and  during  the  action  by  some  of 
these  officers  to  grant  sundry  favors,  he  invariably  declined  to  do  any- 
thing which  might  compromise  his  position. 

Mr.  James  Maury  part  owner  of  the  Brig  "Alert"  deposed,  that  on 
the  8th  of  April  1781,  he  chartered  the  vessel  to  David  Eoss,  Esqr,  Com- 
mercial'  Agent  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  und.  flag  of 
truce  to  Charleston,  with  tobacco  for  the  Va.  officers  &  soldiers  in  cap- 
tivity there;  that  on  the  same  day  he  went  to  Four  Mile  creek  and 
required  Capt  Woneycott  to  "  unship  all  the  arms  &  military  Stores  & 
send  them  to  Eichmond."  On  the  14th  April  these,  namely,  8  four- 
pounders  with  their  carriages,  musquets,  powder,  ball  &c.,  arrived  at 
Eichmond — one  or  two  muskets  &  some  powder  being  left  on  board  "  for 
the  purpose  of  Kindling  fires."  He  has  been  informed  by  several  Cap- 
tains of  Vessels  and  by  persons  lately  come  from  Coxendale,  where  the 
vessel  laid,  that  "notwithstanding  her  Flag"  she  has  been  taken  by  the 
British  Troops  under  Major  Genl:  Phillips  and  carried  away  with  the 
other  vessels  captured  by  them. 


Circular,  issued  to  A.  Deputy  Quarter  Masters,  by  Berry  Green,  A.  D.  May  2nd 
Q.  Master,  by  order  of  Major  Eich.  Claiborne,  giving  instructions  respect-  Eichmond 
ing  the  injustice  done  by  the  irregular  depreciation  of  the  currency  at 
the  different  stations  in  the  State,  with  directions  accordingly ;  that  two 
or  more  disinterested  men,  competent  judges  be  selected  near  each  Post 
to  settle  and  certify  to  said  depreciation,  at  the  end  of  every  month,  the 
payment  to  be  governed  by  the  same  for  that  month. 


"  The  Deposition  of  George  Sisson  of  the  County  of  Eichmond  &e.      May  3d 
declares,  That  he  was  captured  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  past  in    Eichmond 
Currytoman  Eiver,  by  the  Comwallis  Brig,  Capt :  Downey,  in  company         ^°- 
with  the  Sloop  Hybernia,  Jno.  Disney,  The  Trimmer  Schooner,  Phillips, 
and  another  Schooner,  Commanded  by  a  Capt:  Thomas.  I  was  on  board 
the  Brig  only  about  half  an  Hour,  then  sent  on  board  the  Hybernia, 
where  I  continued  until  the  fourteenth  of  March.     The  next  day  after 
I  was  made  prisoner,  the  Hybernia  and  Trimmer  in  Company  attacked 
a  Baltimore  Brig  of  fourteen  or  sixteen  guns  off  the  mouth  of  Eappa- 
hannock.    the  Action  Continued  a  Considerable  time  very  Sharp  and 
Bloody  before  they  quited  her  and  run.     during  the  whole,  myself  and 
other  prisoners  on  board,  were  forced  upon  the  quarter  Deck,  and  then 
ordered  to  take  up  arms  against  our  Countrymen — We  begged  and 
intreated  the  Capt:  to  excuse  us  from  a  Service  of  this  Sort,  but  all  in 
vain.     He  answered  it  was  what  all  the  prisoners  should  doe,  taken  by 
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1781.       him,  but  it  so  happened  none  of  us  got  hurt,     the  Brig  fairly  drubbed 

May  3(1      them  both  &  Chased  us  almost  into  Hampton  Eoads.     we  proceeded 

afterwards  to  Portsmouth — Then  up  the  Ba-y  again  as  far  as  the  mouth 

•  of  Peanketank,  when  we  fell  in  with  a  small  schooner  Boat,  loaded  with 

Alum,  Salt  and  Sugar— this  vessel  as  I  understand  was  the  property  of 

one  of  my  Countrymen,  whose  name  I  cou'd  not  learn,  employ'd  by 

Genl:  Arnold,  and  bound  up  Eappck.  as  far  as  Port  Eoyal,  to  purchase 

Flour  and  fresh  Provisions— the  Skipper  showed  his  pass  from  General 

Arnold  and  then  went  off— The  plan  of  Traiding  with  the  Inhabitants 

I  understood,  was  greatly  practized  in  divers  places,  and  that  the  Enemy. 

got  great  Plenty  of  Provisions  of  almost  every  kind — durmg  our  Stay 

at  Portsmouth,  and  on  a  Cruize  up  the  Bay,  I  saw  George  Keeble  son 

,     of  Walter  U^eeble,  who  appeared  an  Active  man,  and  acted  in  Character 

of  a  first  Lieutenant  on  board  a  Whale.  Boat — " 


J.  Peyton  to  Gov:  Jeffeeson. 
"Sir, 
May  3d  In  consequence  of  our  exposed  situation,  I  have  to  beg  our  draught 

Gloucester  may  be  suspended,  this  County  haveing  upwards  of  two  hundred 
^°-  miles  navigal  water  courses,  altho'  our-  guai-ds  are  small,  yet  it  takes  a 
number  of  men  to  act  as  guards,  and  in  spight  of  all  our  efforts,  the 
enemy  take  the  Inhabitants,  even  out  of  their  beds.  A  Capt:  of  the 
militia  &  a  man  who  was  active  in  collecting  the  guards  to  the  Capt's. 
assistance  was  taken  off  last  night,  they  have  been  once  at  my  house 
upon  the  same  business,  but  fortunately  1  happened  from  home — I  make 
this  petition  Sir,  not  in  behalf  of  myself,  but  for  my  County  &  the  pub- 
lic good. 

Who  most  EespectfuUy  am, 
Sir, 
Your  Obedt.  Hble  Servant" 


May  3d  "EXTRACT*   OF  A  LETTER   DATED   THE  3d   MaY   1781." 

"Our  numerous  &  much  desired  Convoy  has  at  length  ari-ived,  under 
Circumstances  the  most  fortunate  &  flattering.  To  have  a  passage  but 
of  37  days  from  Brest,  without  losing  a  single  vessel  of  the  Convoy,  to 
find  the  Enemy  at  the  Port,  ready  to  oppose  the  Entrance  of  it,  to 
engage  them,  force  them  to  fly.&  then  pursue  them,  are  Events  which 
cannot  but  be  glorious  to  the  Count  de  Grasse — 

The  active  spirit  of  our  General  impells  him  to  the  field.  Orders  are 
given  for  the  Embarkation  of  40  large  cannon,  12  mortars,  &  all  the 
Apparatus  for  a  Siege,  with  all  kinds  of  Ammunition— 900  of  the  regi- 
*  No  autograph  or  address  attached  to  this  letter. 
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ment  of will  embark  tomorrow  &  the  rest  immediately  follow —       1781. 

The  intended  Expedition  is  against  St :  Lucia,  where  there  Remains  but  May  3d 
a  G-arrison  of  1200  men,  the  Fleet  having  taken  on  board  800  to  oom- 
pleat  its  Compliment.  The  English  Squadron  was  stationed  at  that 
Island  to  cover  &  protect  it,  but  our  Fleet,  from  a  happy  manoeuvre  has 
deprived  them  of  this  Advantage.  It  was  expected  they  would  have 
arrived  by  the  Dominicia  Channel,  where  the  English  waited  to  receive 
them,  but  to  their  great  Disappointment  they  came  the  contrary  way  & 
drove  the  English  from  their  Station. 

-    Eodney  is  now  at  Statia,  dividing  the  spoil  of  the  poor  Dutch  & 
Americans,  and  Hood,  who  Commanded  the  English  Fleet  is  gone  down 

to him  of  his  miscarriage  &  make  him  tremble  for  the  Fate  of 

his  Capture — This  Island  is  garrisoned  by  1300  men,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  General  Yaughan,  who  have  fortified  the  Hill  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  is  now  deemed  impregnable — It  is  expected  the  lower  Town  will 
be  set  fire  to — The  Division  of  Mons :  de  Barras,  consisting  of  5  Ships 
of  the  Line,  with  14  Battalions,  left  this  Fleet  in  the  Latitude  of  the 
Western  Islands,  destined  for  America,  to  reinforce  the  Army  on  that 
Station,  May  8th — Count  de  Grasse  has  returned  from  his  Pursuit  of  the 
Enemy.  It  was  not  consistent  with  the  intended  operations  of  the 
Fleet  to  continue  the  Chace,  from  the  Difficulty  &  Delay  that  would 
attend  the  beating  up  to  Windward — 

The  Troops  destined  for  the  Attack  of  St.  Lucia  are  all  embarked,  & 
got  under  way  yesterday  Evening.  They  consist  of  4000  men.  The 
Fleet  take  their  Departure  this  morning.  ■  May  Heaven  ensure  the  suc- 
cess of  this  Expedition.  If  Abilities  as  a  General  &  Merit  as  a  Man, 
can  command  it,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  for  our  brave  Commander. 

It  is  expected  that  Eodney  will  soon  make  his  appearance,  with  his 
whole  Fleet,  in  Order  to  attempt  the  Salvation  of  St.  Lucie — " 


Major  Ed  :  Claiborne  to  the  Governor.  May  3d 

Enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  Claiborne  "one  of  the  Gentlemen  Bichmond 
employed  to  purchase  horses  for  the  use  of  the  Continent"  urging  the 
policy  of  advancing  the  money  to  pay  for  his  purchases,  from  the 
Treasury  of  Virginia,  in  cash — -The  people  will  not  receive  Certificates, 
on  account  of  the  delay  in  their  liquidation  and  the  consequent  depre- 
ciation of  their  value ;  which  retards  the  purchases  very  seriously — As 
evidence  of  this,  says  he  can  buy  twelve  very  fine  horses  of  gentlemen 
near  him,  if  he  had  the  funds  in  hand — 
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1781. 

May  4th 

Point  Pork 


David  Ross  to 


He  is  happy  to  announce,  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  abundant  supply 
of  lead  from  the  mines;  forty  or  fifty  tons  will  be  ready  in  a  short 
time — hopes  there  will  ^e  no  "distress"  for  want  of  it,  as  a  thousand 
pounds  were  brought  up  in  Col:  Innes'  waggons  from  Wmsburg,  and  he 
expects  every  moment  about  one  ton  from  South  Quay  to  be  delivered 
at  P.  of  Fork.  This  will  suffice,  until  some  can  be  brought  from  the 
mines.     Some  also  at  Carter's  Ferry  can  be  used — 


May  4th 

Hanover 
0.  H. 


James  Downie,  and  Willm.  Thompson  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

They  are  prisoners  of  war  on  parole ;  were  taken  in  Hampton  Roads, 
and  have  been  kept  ever  since  in  close  confinement.  They  request  their 
paroles  to  be  extended  to  leave  to  go  to  New  York  by  way  of  Ports- 
mouth, where  their  families  are.  They  were  Captains  of  Privateers — 
They  make  this  request  because  they  are  informed,  most  of  the  Officers 
taken  by  Genls :  Phillips  &  Arnold  have  received  general  paroles  to  go 
where  they  please.  Their  situation  is  particularly  bad;  having  no 
friends,  and  scarcely  any  clothing  except  what  is  "on  their  baek8"-7- 

Gounter signed. 

"to  be  paroled  to  Portsmouth." 

TH:  J. 


May  5th 
Winchester 


Col:  Fra:  Taylor  to  the  Governor. 

Before  receipt  of  his  Letter  of  the  11th  April,  be  had  discharged,  part 
of  the  regiment  of  Guards,  and  delivered  their  Arms  to  the  Quarter 
Master,  most  of  which  need  repairs.  The  Albemarle  Militia  had  drawn 
some;  some  were  delivered  to  the  Q.  Master  at  the  Barracks,  and  about 
four  hundred  were  delivered  to  Col :  Muter  last  October.  He  thinks  the 
German  Troops  can  safely  be  allowed  to  hire  themselves  to  the  Farmei-s 
'  &  others  in  the  neighborhood,  as  it  would  save  the  expence  of  a  guard, 
the  cost  of  provisions,  and  be  of  benefit  to  the  people,  who  need'' their 
labor  much — 

The  Regiment  has  just  received  their  pay  "at  forty  for  one,"  but  it  is 
of  no  use  to  them,  as  no  one  will  receive  the  money  for  goods,  or  at  less 
than  "three  hundred  or  more  to  one"— Public  Credit  is"  destroyed,  but 
he  hopes  the  Legislature  will  do  something  to  restore  it— 
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From  the  Same*  to  Col:  Davies. 
Griving  same  account  of  disposition  of  Arms,  as  above. 


George  Muter  Col:  State  Guard  Eegt:  to  Col:  Davies. 


1781. 
May  5th 

May  5th 


"Sir, 

As  I  have  at  present  no  Command,  nor  likely  to  have  one  soon,  and    Kichmond 
the  enemy  having  gone  down  the  river  again,  I  intend  up  the  country 
for  some  time — 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  I  shall  goe  from  hence  to  the  Point  of 
Fork,  &  thence  to  Col:  Jno:  Coles'  in  Albemarle,  where  I-shall  princi- 
pally reside;  and  that  I  shall  with  pleasure  render  my  best  Services  to 
my  Country,  whenever  I  am  honored  with  a  Command — 
I  am  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

your  most  obt.  hble  Servant" 


Col:  George  Muter  informs  the  Governor,  that  his  application  to  the     May  5th 
Baron  Steuben  for  a  command  having  failed,  and  the  enemy  having    Eichmond 
gone  down  the  river,  he  should  go  to  the  upper  County  for  a  time — 
Eepeats  the  substance  of  the  letter  to  Col :  Davies. 


David  Eoss  to  the  Governor. 


'Sir, 


May  5th 


*  "Mr.  Maury  has  just  call'd  upon  me,  and  am  sorry  to  learn  Point  Fork 

the  fate  of  his  vessell.  It  would  appear  from  Mr.  Phillips'  letters  &  con- 
duct in  other  respects,  that  he  is  somewhat  intoxicated  with  the  Booty 
he's  got,  &  the  small  opposition  he  piet  with — perhaps  on  reflection  he 
will  see  the  particular  circumstances  of  this  vessell  in  a  different  point  of 
view — Mr.  Maury  is  very  anxious  to  apply  himself,  if  he  can  be  indulged 
with  a  Flag. 

I  am  persuaded  your  Excellency  feels  very  sensibly  for  our  prisoners 
at  Charlestown,  and  the  embarrassments  in  your  way  of  relieving  them 
is  most  vexatious — 

Mr.  Maury  mentions  his  going  to  Charlestown  with  a  Flag,  in  order 
to  have  this  matter  put  upon  a  proper  footing — -I  am  of  opinion  the 
matter  must  be  finally  adjusted  at  N".  Y'k  with  Sir  H.  Clinton,  at  the 
same  time  I  think  it  had  better  originate  at  Charlestown,  where  the 
Commandant  is  in  some  measure  engaged  to  the  Traders  who  have 

*  Bears  handsome  impression  in  wax,  of  beautiful  private  seal. 
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1781.  credited  our  prisoners,  in  expectation  of  being  paid  by  remittances  in 
May  5th  Tobacco.  Now  if  a  Pilot  Boat  could  be  sent  to  Charlestown,  and  the 
Agent  fully  authorized  to  proceed  from  thence  to  N.  York,  in  order  to 
have  the  matter  fully  settled,  we  should  then  be  upon '  a  certainty  and 
either  have  it  in  our  power  to  send  supplys  to  our  prisoners,  or  know 
that  they  could  not  be  supplyed  in  that  way  at  all.  So  far  as  it  would 
fall  within  my  province  to  employ  Mr.  Maury,  I  should  think  him  unex- 
ceptionable, &  that  his  misfortunes  entitle  him  to  countenance. 
***** 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  most  obedient  Servant" 


May  6th  JoS :  EeID,  PRESIDENT  OF  PeNNA.  TO  GoV :  JeFPEKSON  OF  Va. 

"Sir, 
Philadelphia  Your  Bxcelly's  Favours  of  the  17th  &  18th  ult,  have  been  duly 

received  &  claim  our  particular  acknowledgements,  as  well  for  the  Eeadi- 
ness,  which  has  been  shewn  in  concurring  with  our  Proposition  of  run- 
ning the  Line,  as  the  friendly  Sentiments  express'd  towards  this  State, 
which  I  am  happy  in  assuring  your  Bxcelly :  are  perfectly  reciprocal. 

A  Family  Event  having  last  Fall  estrang'd  ine  from  publick  Business 
for  some  Time,  I  fear  a  Mistake  has  happened  in  not  fowarding  the 
Accession  of  this  State  to  the  Terms  proposed  by  Virginia  in  their 
Eesolves  of  the  23d  June  last,  or  it  has  miscarried — I  have  now  the 
Honour  to  inclose  it,  &  make  no  Doubt  it  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 
This  Opportunity  just  presenting  itself,  I  am  obliged  to  defer  answer- 
ing the  Particulars  of  j'our  Bxcelly's  Letter,  which  respect  the  Mode  of 
running  the  Line,  as  I  had  no  Oppy.  to  confer  with  the  Gentlemen  here 
on  the  subject — But  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honour  of  writing  again  by 
the  next  Post — In  the  mean  time,  as  the  season  is  fast  advancing,  I 
would  submit  to  your  Consideration,  whether  we  may  not  fix  on  the 
12th  June,  as  the  Time  of  the  Commissioners'  Meeting  on  the  Business, 
&  the  Detail  may  be  adjusted  in  the  intermediate  space — 
I  am  with  much  Eespect  &  Eegard, 

Your  Bxeelln's  most  obet:  Hble  Servt" 


May  7th  Jas:  Hendeicks  TO  Gov:  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 
Alexandria  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  12th  ult:,  on 

the  Subject  of  Building  a  Fort  and  Blockhouse  at  this  Place,  and  am 
instructed  by  the  Oomon  Council  to  inform  you  that  a  considerable  part 
of  the  work,  which  they  conceive  necessary  towards  the  Completion  of 
the  Battery  is  already  executed,  and  one  nine  &  two  Twelve  pounders 
mounted  on  travelling  Carriages  at  the  expence  of  a  few  of  the  inhabit- 
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ant8,  who  voluntarily  advanced  their  money  for  that  Service,  expecting  1781. 
to  be  reimburs'd  by  Government;  we  intended  to  have  made  a  Platform  May  7th 
with  Plank,  and  to  have  mounted  another  nine  Pounder,  but  cou'd  not 
carry  this  design  into  execution  for  want  of  more  Cash.  We  thank  you 
for  your  proposal  of  Sending  Colo.  Senf  to  examine  our  situation,  and 
we  have  not  a  doubt,  but  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  the  necessary  num- 
ber-of  Workmen,  Carriages  &c.  for  to  accomplish  this  design. 

I  would  not  wish  to  enlarge  upon  our  distress'd  situation  at  present. 
I  shall  only  observe  that  our  Militia  are  now  on  duty  below ;  that  we 
have  cheerfully  contributed  on  all  occasions  towards  the  common  cause, 
and  that  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  been  oblig'd  to  keep  a  constant 
guard  in  our  Town,  for  these  several  weeks  past,  to  protect  the  ammu- 
nition we  have  collected,  and  guns  mounted  at  our  own  expence,  with- 
out which  some  designing  person  might,  in  a  few  minutes  destroy  what 
we  have  with  so  much  labour  and  expence,  been  collecting,  this  service 
operates  extremely  Severe,  on  the  few,  who  have  voluntarily  turn'd  out 
on  this  Occasion. 

This  picture  we  are  induced  to  think,  will  turn  your  Excellency's 
attention  towards  us.    relying  on  this  Assurance,  we  shall  expect  Colo. 
Senf,  as  soon  as  he  can  call  upon  us,  and  if  it  were  possible,  a  few  thou- 
sands wou'd  be  well  apply'd  in  finishing  what  we  have  begun. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  wth.  much  Eespct  &c" 


Col:  Da  vies  to  the  GtOvernob.  May  8th 

"Sir, 

One  of  the  Assistants  of  the  Quarter  Master  Genl :  is  going  over  to   War  Office 
the  Eastern  Shore.     It  appears  to  me  an  opportunity  which  ought  not 
to  be  neglected,  of  disposing  and  securing  the  public  stores  of  every 
kind  that  are  there. 

A  great  deal  has  been  lost,  a  great  deal  more  is  in  danger,  and  I  sub- 
mit it  to  the  decision  of  your  Excellency  whether  it  will  not  be  proper 
to  Sell  what  cannot  be  immediately  secured — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully  &c  &o 

Endorsed. 

"If  Colo.  Davies  will  be  pleased  to  originate  instructions  for  the  above 
I  will  countersign  them,  there  have  been  some  partial  orders  given  on 
the  subject,  so  that  the  new  instructions  should  be  so  framed  as  not  to 
interfere  with  them. 

TH:  JBPFEESON— " 
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1781.  Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

May  8th 
Kichmond        Eequesting  that  Capt:  Maxwell,  or  the  person  who  may  have  charge 

of  the  State  Ship  Carpenter,  be  ordered  to  send  a  sufficient  number  of 

them  to  the  Point  of  Pork,  to  build  Batteaux — 


Co. 


May  8th  Indictment  and  trial  of  Mulatto  Slave,  called  "Bill"  alias  "Will"; 
Prince  Wm.  alias  William",  of  the  Parish  of  Dettingen  in  Prince  Wm.  County,  and 
the  property  of  John  Tayloe,  Esq.  late  of  Eichmond  County,  for 
"Treason,"  in  aiding  and  abetting,  and  felloniously  and  traiterously 
waging  &  levying  war  against  the  Commonwealth,  in  conjunction  with 
divers  enemies  of  the  same,  in  an  armed  vessell  &c — Upon  trial  by  the 
Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminu,  the  following  being  present — 
Henry  Lee  William  Carr —  "J 

Poushee  Tebbs  Eichd:  Graham  > Gents:  Justices. 

William  Tebbs  William  Brent   i 

the  said  Slave  was  found  guilty  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  by  the 
neck  upon  the  public  gallows,  until  dead —        Signed  by 

CUTHBBET  BUELETT,  Attoy:  for 

the  Commonwealth,  and 
EOBT.  GEAHAM,  Clk.  Court—" 


May  9th  David  Eoss  TO  Wm.  Da  VIES. 

Pt.  of  Pork  Expresses  surprise  to  learn  the  Arms,  thought  by  the  Governor  to  be 
on  their  way  from  the  northward  some  weeks  ago,  are  now  to  be  sent 
for.  The  Hemp  in  the  back  Country  he  is  reserving  to  be  used  in  pay- 
ing for  Articles  bought  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  He 
has  all  along  been  aware  of  the  impossibility  of  getting  wagons  to  trans- 
port it,  until  the  Corn  is  all  planted  "and  the  fields  drest  over"— Not- 
withstanding this,  he  will  at  once  send  one  of  his  clerks  to  the  upper 
Counties,  &  to  Augusta  to  set  the  business  in  motion  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  as  the  bringing  foward  the  arms  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
at  this  time.  Concludes-"!  cannot  help  being  much  chagrined  that 
our  Pennsylvania  brethren  will  not  do  us  this  friendly  office  at  present, 
especially  as  they  are  in  a  State  of  peace  &  tranquility  compared  to  our 
situation."  *  *  ^  ^  ^ 
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Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Da  vies.  1781. 

May  9th 
Complaing  of  the  extravagant  and  wanton  waste  of  forage  at  the    Richmond 
Point  of  Fork — great  want  of  provisions  there  also:  both  of  which 
evils  may  be  remedied  by  sending  up  a  Commissary  of  Issues. 


Co. 


"We  set  on  the  trial  of  Billy  a  mulatto  Slave  belonging  to  John  May  11th 
Tayloe  Esqr.,  who  was  convicted  and  condemed  by  the  Court,  for  High  Prince  Wm. 
Treason,  by  four  of  the  Judges — We  were  agst.  his  condemnation 
because  a  Slave  in  our  opinion  cannot  commit  Treason  agst.  the  -  State, 
not  being  admitted  to  the  Priviledges  of  a  Citizen,  owes  the  State  no 
Allegiance,  and  that  the  Act  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,  cannot  be 
intended  by  the  Legislature  to  Include  slaves  who  have  neither  lands 
or  other  property  to  forfeit,  and  there  was  no  Positive  Proof  before 
the  Court  that  the  said  Slave  went  voluntarily  on  board  of  the 
Enemys'  Vessel  and  took  up  arms:  there  was  Proof  that  he  was 
taken  in  Company  of  Part  of  the  Crew  of  the  said  Vessel  on  shore, 
who  made  their  escape  on  being  pursued  by  an  Armed  Vessel  from 
Alexandria.  On  his  defence  he  says  he  was  taken  in  an  oyster  boat 
and  forced  on  board  agst.  his  will,  and  that  he  never  took  up  arms 
agst.  the  Country,  and  no  Positive  Proof  that  he  certainly  did  aid  or 
assist  the  Enemy,  of  his  own  free  will. 

H.  LEE- 
WILLIAM  CARE" 


Brig:  Gen:  Eo:  Lawson  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  May  11th 

"Sir, 

H:  Hi:  H:  Us  3^: 

"The  farther  instance  which  your  Honble:  board  has  been  pleas'd       Prince 
to  hold  out  to  me,  of  their  Confidence  Still  in  my  poor  exertions  to       ^^"^ 
Serve  my  Country,  excites  my  most  grateful  acknowledgements;  and 
Heaven  knows  how  much  it  is  my  fix'd  determination  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to   prevent  our  Enemys  from   carrying   into   execution,    their 
horrid  designs  against  the  liberty  &  Independence  of  America. 

The  prospect  of  a  certain  junction  of  Cornwallis'  forces  with  those 
of  Phillips  in  this  State,  I  own  is  to  me  alarming;  because  we  cannot 
immediately  collect  a  force  equal  to  the  task  of  curbing  their  licentious 
Cruelty  to  the  unhappy  friends  to  liberty,  who  fall  within  their  power. 
But  1  am  nevertheless  consoled  with  an  opinion,  that  a  short  time  will 
produce  Such  a  force  in  the  field,  as  will  confine  them  to  narrow  bounds, 
if  not  expell  them  from  this  State.  I  am  truly  Sensible  of  the  honor 
done  me,  by  your  Honble  board,  in  confiding  to  me  the  recommenda- 
tions of  my  officers,  and  I  assure  your  Excellency,  that  respect  to  the 
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1781.       small  reputation    I  have  acquired  in   the  military  line,  added  to  the 
May  11th    great  inclination  I  have  to  obtain  into  my  Brigade,  good  Officers,  will 
prevent  me  from  recommending  any  Gentlemen,  but  those  I  have  much 
cause  to  hope  well  of — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencys' 

most  obet  &  much  obliged  ser't" 


May  12th    Wm.  Langborn,  Aid  de  Camp  TO  M.  DE  Lafatette,  to  Gov :  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 
Tuckaho  I  arrived  here  last  evening,  in  hopes  of  having  the  honor  of  seeing 

your  Excellency — The  reinforcements  that  you  expected  we  should 
receive  from  Fredericksburg,  and  the  Counties  adjacent  have  not 
arrived,  nor  have  we  reason  to  expect  but  a  very  small  part  of  them, 
shortly,  from  Genl:  Wheedon's  letter,  which  I  inclose — The  Marquis 
requests  that  you  would  please  inform  him  of  the  number  called  in, 
the  riflemen,  the  deficiency  of  arms,  when  you  think  they  may  arrive, 
what  number  of  mounted  militia — All  the  reinforcements,  the  Genl: 
requests  may  be  immediately  ordered  by  your  Excellency  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Eichmond — I  think  it  necessary  to  forward  a  letter  which 
was  yesterday  received  from  Genl :  Nelson — In  consequence  of  it,  the 
Marquis  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  there  is,  for  having  immediately  brought  in,  all  horses 
that  can  possibly  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands,  he  is  informed  tl^at  the 
Country  exposed  to  the  Enemy  on  the  South  side  of  Appomattox 
abounds  in  the  best  horses  of  this  Country— Should  all  these  fall  into 
their  hands,  they  will  have  Cavalry  almost  equal  to  our  little  Army. 
I  have  directed  Major  Claiborne  to  hold  in  readiness  four  Quarter 
Mastery,  who  will  be  furnished  with  a  small  force  of  Cavalry,  and 
proceed  on  that  business  as  soon  as  they  can  procure  your  Excellencys' 
Warrant. 

The  Boats  which  was  directed  to  be  built,  are  not  yet  about.— I 
doubt  not  but  your  Excellency  is  sensible  of  the  importance  of  them, 
and  have  given  every  necessary  order  relative  to  them. 

Tools  seem  to  be  wanting— I  am  informed  that  there  are  many  men 
with  Tools  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  who  are  engaged  to  build  store  houses, 
these  men  could  be  of  infinite  service  to  us  at  this  critical  time— should 
your  Excellency  think  so,  we  may  promise  ourselves  a  speedy  supply  of 
Boats  &  many  other  conveniences  which  we  cannot  do  without— 

Our  Army  are  at  present  near  Kingsland— the  Enemy  from  the  latest 
accounts  remain  at  Petersburg,  except  a  small  party  that  advanced  up 
the  river  for  six  or  seven  miles. 
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Genl:  Nelson's  Brigade  of  Militia  will  very  soon  expire  &  will  go  home,        1781. 
unless  they  can  have  assurances  of  a  relief.  May  12th 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Yr:  Excellency's  most  obt  Servt — " 


CoL:  Le  Maire  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  May  I2th 

Having  met  with  severe  misfortunes  he  returns  a  second  time,  since  Boston 
his  departure  from  Virginia,  to  present  his  petition  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  of  the  State,  that  they  will  cause  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  to 
be  passed  Confirming  his  title  to  the  two  thousand  Acres  of  land, 
allowed  him  by  the  Governor  and  Council  Nov :  9th',  1779,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  services  rendered  the  State  by  him — This  act  will  be  particu- 
larly advantageous  to  him  at  the  Court  of  Prance,  as  attesting  "the 
honor,  satisfaction  &  gallantry"  with  which  he  has  served  in  the  American 
Cause;  and  will  secure  the  same  approbation  of  the  King,  which  he 
accords  to  those  French  Officers  who  serve  within  the  limits  of  his 
own  Eealms — 


Mann  Page  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  May  I3th 

As  Executor  of  the  late  Col:  John  Tayloe  he  solicits  the  pardon  of  Mannsfield 
a  Slave  called  "Billy"  condemned  to  death  for  High  Treason,  especially 
as  the  decision  of  the  Court  was  clearly  illegal — If  the  pardon  cannot 
be  granted,  requests  he  may  be  reprieved — 

Countersigned. 

"A  reprieve  to  the  last  day  of  June  to  be  made  out." 

^  TH.  J. 


Capt  :  Nath  :  Eeid  to  Col  : .  May  13th 

"DeaCol: 

Since  my  arivel  at  this  place  I  have  had  a  very  easy  time  of  New  London 
it,  not  more  than  Seven  soldiers  has  been  delivered  to  me,  and  two  of 
them  has  deserted."  ***** 
"The  tell  me  that  Arnold  &  his  crew  has  burnt  all  the  Hutts  at 
Chesterfield  C.  House,  and  I  am  afraid  has  took  my  portmantew  & 
cloaths,  which  I  left  at  Mr.  Balls,  if  the  are  gon  I  wish  the  first  man 
that  puts  any  of  them  on  may  brake  his  neck.  I  wish  I  know'd  whether 
the  enemy  was  at  Mr.  Ball's  or  not."  *  *  * 

*  *  "Capt :  Lovely  went  through  this  Town  to  the 

Sweet  Springs,     he  was  very  unwell  at  the  time — I  expect  he  is  dead 
as  I  have  heard  nothing  of  him  since  he  went  away" — 
I  am  dear  Colo,  with  Esteem  &c" 
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1781.  Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Wm.  Davis. 

May  13th    Dear  Sir, 

Richmond  I  have  concluded  to  build  insted  of  Eafts,  two  scows — I  have 

secured  hands  that  understand  this  business  well,  so  that  they  can  be 
compleated  in  a  short  time  &  may  be  serviceable  to  us  hereafter:  I 
propose  that  they  shall  be  narrow  &  long — "  *  * 

"There  is  at  the  Foundry  two  hundred  bushels  of  Coales,  which  I 
intend  to  send  to  the  point  of  fork,  if  a  conveyance  by  water  can  be 
provided — It  appears  to  me  that  the  stores  will  never  be  remov'd 
from  this  place — Yesterday  I  was  inform'd  that  there  was  at  Warwick, 
upwards  of  one  hundred  bushels  of  Salt,  the  property  of  the  State.  I 
do  think  'tis  very  imprudent  to  make  purchases  at  this  time — ^particu- 
larly at  this  place — "  *  *  *  * 

"Will  you  be  pleas'd  to  inform  me  the  terms  on  which  the  Brick- 
layer is  engag'd  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  and  whether  another  person  may 
not  be  admitted  into  the  service  of  the  Public  without  coming  under 
his  direction — I  wish  you  eou'd  be  with,  us  when  the  Governor  does  not 
stay  here,  your  presence  is  much  wanted.  I  cant  think  of  the  Point  of 
forls;  with  patience ;  was  it  a  place  of  security,  I  wou'd  be  willing  to 
gratify  Mr.  Eoss  at  the  expense  of  every  public  advantage — I  am  very 
diffident  &  dont  like  to  give  my  opinion  until  I  have  herd  the  opinions 
of  others — then  'tis  too  late,  because  differing  in  opinion  is  a  kind  of 
censure  on  the  judgment  of  the  person  differ'd  with — great  folks  dont 
like  it — There  is  not  a  man  in  high  oflSce  in  this  State,  (yourself 
excepted)  that  1  wou'd  unfold  my  self  so  freely  to — 

The  Point  of  Fork  is  an  improper  place  (because  tis  insecure)  for  us 
to  risque  every  thing  at — let  us  then  do  right  for  once  &  center  our 
grand  views  at  Stanton;  because  tis  a  secure  one,  we  shall  find  ten 
thousand  advantages  arising  from  that  single  circumstance  alone,  for 
my  part  I  do  not  conceive  that  there  is  one  advantage  at  the  Fork,  that 
we  shall  be  deprived  of  at  Stanton,  the  single  article  of  Pit  Coals 
excepted,  which  I  conceive  to  be  raearly  ideal,  because  those  that  have 
been  used  to  work  with  Char  Cole  prefer  it — Shou'd  the  Enemy  take 
port  at  Alexandria  as  'tis  probable  they  will,  the  Eout  from  North  to 
South  will  be  Stanton,  because  'tis  most  convenient  it  shou'd  be  so. — 

The  Governor  is  the  best  man  in  the  world  &  if  I  mistake  not  open 
to  conviction.  Were  you  to  use  your  influence  with  him,  I  think  he 
might  be  prevailed  on  to  give  up  the  Point  of  Fork,  that  will  one  day 
damn  the  exertions  of  the  State — 

Phillips  has  taken  post  at  Petersburg  with  his  Army— he  has 
detached  a  party,  to  Amelia— they  have  burnt  several  mills  &  stolen 
a  number  of  Horses  &  sheep— Another  party  consisting  of  Six  Com- 
panies have  taken  post  at  Eandolphs'  on  this  side  of  Appomattox— 
The  Marquis  for  the  purpose  of  surprising  this  party  Detach'd  the 
good  Muhlenberg  with  all  the  Cavalry  &  seven  hundred  Infantry— A 
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very  heavy  fire  was  hei-d  here  near  Petersburg  one  our  before  day  this  1781. 
morning — I  have  detain'd  the  bearer  two  hours  to  give  you  the  result  May  13th 
of  this  affair,  but  the  particulars  have  not  transpired — As  for  other 
intelUgenee  I  know  of  nothing  that  can  be  depended  upon  from  North 
or  South,  but  that  Cornwallace  was  at  Halifax  last  Monday — I  fear  the 
consequences  of  this  expedition  to  Eandolphs,  as  the  intentions  of  the 
party  was  talk'd  of  by  the  Children  in  this  place. 

Suppose  the  Enemy  had  got  information  of  Muhlenburg's  design, 
which  may  be  the  case  if  there  is  one  man  that  is  their  frd.  within 
twenty  miles  of  this  place,  cou'd  not  they  throw  over  the  Appamatox, 
the  whole  of  their  force — 

Do  you  think  'tis  possible  that  "Walker  can  be  forgiven  for  his  ill  timed 
visit — 

I  am  yr.  Obet.  Servant — " 

P.  S.  "I  fear  this  navigation  Colo,  will  induce  you  to  be  reconcil'd 
to  this  Point  of  fork — let  me  ask  you  one  question,  to  convince  you  that  , 
the  navigation  even  above  the  falls  has  been  of  disadvantage  to  us. 
Dont  you  think  since  the  first  alarm,  that  with  the  means  we  had  in 
our  power,  we  cou'd  have  remov'd  the  greatest  part  of  our  stores  to 
Staunton,  had  we  not  depended  on  the  navigation  above  the  falls.  If 
the  truth  cou'd  be  known,  we  have  lost  as  many  stores  by  attempting 
to  convey  them  by  water,  as  would  have  purchased  twenty  wagons  & 
Teams — I  dont  know  why  this  may  not  be  in  some  measure  always  the 
case,  as  the  navigation  is  very  uncertain  particularly  upwards — delays 
&  halts  are  inevitable — 

Excuse  blotting,  ten  persons  are  in  the  room — " 


EiCHD.  James  to  Col:  Davies.  May  13th 

He  will  finish  the  Batteau  immediately,  according  to  the  directions.  Muddy 
as  to  size  &c — If  the  enemy  do  not  interfere,  he  will  have  her  in  the  Creek 

water  in  three   days. — ^Will   set  about   another   at   once — Wishes  the 
flour  in  his  mills  was  removed — 


Jos:  Eeid,  Prest.  of  Penna.  to  Gov:  Jeffbeson  of  Va.: — In  Council.    May  I4th 

"Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  on  the  Sixth  Philadelphia 
Instant,,  we  have  conferred  with  the  Commissioners,  who  Settled  the 
agreement  entered  into  at  Baltimore  in  August  1779.  And  wo  fully 
concur  in  the  method  proposed  by  your  Excellency  of  Settling  the  extent 
of  the  five  degrees  of  Longitude  by  Astronomical  Observations,  not  only 
as  determining  the  present  Question  with  more  Certainty,  but  as  it  tends 
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1781.  to  solve  a  problem  botli  useful  and  curious  to  the  Learned  world.  But 
May  14th  as  we  are  sorry  to  find  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  our  Gentlemen  of  Science, 
that  the  Season  will  be  too  far  advanced  before  the  observations  can 
commence,  and  more  especially  as  the  principal  Astronomical  Instru- 
ments in  this  City,  are  so  Scattered  apd  out  of  Eepair,  as  to  require  a 
Considerable  time  to  put  them  in  order.  For  these  reasons,  tho'  with 
great  reluctance  we  have  thought  it  best  after  expressing  our  full  acqui- 
escence in  tho  mode  suggested  by  your  excellency,  to  propose  the  first 
of  May  next,  to  run  the  line  by  Astronomical  Observations — But  in  the 
mean  time,  for  the  Sake  of  Settling  the  minds  of  the  People,  and  pre- 
venting disputes  among  the  borderers,  to  have  a  temporary  line  run  by 
Common  Surveyors  from  the  termination  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  to 
the  Ohio,  or  if  that  should  not  be  agreeable,  to  extend  it  twenty  three 
Miles  from  the  End  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  that  being  the  extent  of 
five  Degrees,  according  to  common  computation — In  this  case  we  only 
propose  to  mark  the  trees,  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  unnecessary 
expence — We  hope  this  last  proposition,  in  which  we  have  no  other 
intentions  than  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  People,  and  compel  Militia 
Services,  will  be  acceptable  to  your  Excellency,  as  the  best  and  indeed 
the  only  expedient  which  can  now  be  adopted. 

I  am  with  great  Consideration  and  Eespect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
Servant — " 


May  14th  JOHN   TayLOR  TO   CoL:   Wm.   DaVIES. 

Caroline  Co.  Eecommending  in  strong  terms  Jos:  Jones,  who  is  willing  "to  contract 
for  the  repairing  of  Arms  &  making  Bayonetts  &c." — Adds — "He  is 
himself  a  person  of  property,  and  is  son  to  a  Gentleman  in  very  good 
circumstances — I  mention  this  to  inform  you  that  he  hath  been  led  to 
this  branch  of  business  from  a  peculiar  strength  of  mechanical  genius, 
and  not  from  any  motive  of  necessity." 


May  15th  CaPT:   H.   YotJNG  TO   CoL:   Wm.   DavIES. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Eichmond  We  have  no  certain  accounts  that  Cornwallace  has  crossed 

the  Eoanoak— Phillips  is  at  Petersburg;  his  army  dispos'd  from  thence 
to  City  Point.  The  Marquis  is  seven  miles  below  this.  Yesterday  the 
Enemy  made  an  attempt  to  land  some  where.  Major  Dick  fell  in  with 
them,  took  a  Boat  with  twelve  Prisoners.  On  the  25th  of  last  month 
Eodden  (Eawden)  sallied  on  Greene,  our  men  were  washing  &  cooking- 
Colo.  Washingtons'  extra  ordinary  exertions  on  this  occasion  prevented 
very  serious  consequences— he  charged  twice  or  thrice  with  success— 
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Our  loss  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  killed,  wounded  &  missing,  made       1781. 
prisoners  by  us,  fifty  odd  rank  and  file,  twelve  officers  and  five   sur-    May  15th 
geons — The   faculty   suffered — This   acct.   may   be   depended   upon — I 
have  it  from   under  the    hand  of  Singleton,  who    says   we  ran  from 
Victory. 

The  Carriages  that  was  at  West-ham,  by  Order  of  the  Marquis  will 
have  guns  put  on  them — Our  Horses  are  all  lost  as  soon  as  we  got 
them — Mr.  Southall  will  go  with  Capt :  Brown  to  Hanover  Ct.  House 
to  assist  in  removing  the  brass  Cannon.  I  have  directed  that  they  be 
sent  to  some  landing  near  Goochland  Ct.  House. 

The  only  method  that  I  can  devise  for  removing  these  heavy  pieces 
is  to  swing  them  at  the  Britch  &  let  the  Muzzle  trail  on  the  ground — 
Mr.  Tilman  at  Hanover  Ct.  House  has  a  carry  log  &  an  excellent  ox 
team,  these  may  be  had — Shou'd  the  plan  propos'd  not  answer,  he,  Mr. 
Southall,  will  if  in  his  power  devise  a  better  &  one  that  will — 

I  propos'd  to  the  Governor  to  order  twelve  Militia  men  from  hanover 
to  assist  in  removing  the  Cannon — I  have  receiv'd  no  answer;  recourse 
m.uBt  be  had  to  hire,  which  is  difScult  and  expensive — I  have  Orders 
for  assisting  in  the  Building  a  number  of  Boats — they  are  to  be  light 
and  to  move  with  the  Army. 

I  am  yr:  obet:  Hble  Servant — " 


Co. 


James   Arbuckle,  Chas:  Bagwell   and  D.  Bowman,   Commissioners    May  15th 

KOR  THE  Collection  op  Taxes,  to  Gov:  Jefferson — 
"Sir, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency — 

We  the  Commisrs.  for  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes  in  this  County,  Accomack 
think  it  our  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  disorder  &  confu- 
sion which  at  this  time  prevail  here,  which  impedes  if  not  totally  pre- 
vents the  collection  of  the  Said  Taxes,  which  we  do,  as  well  to  justify 
ourselves  &  to  make  it  appear  that  we  have  not  been  remiss  in  our 
duty,  as  to  give  timely  information  to  your  Excellency  that  Some 
Speedy  &  effectual  remedy  if  possible  may  be  applied  to  put  a  stop  to 
Said  disorders. 

With  respect  to  the  90  pr:  Cent  Tax  laid  last  May  Session,  a  sus- 
pending clause  prevented  the  operations  thereof  until  your  Excellency 
(having  received  advice  that  a  majority  of  •  the  other  States  had 
acceded  to  that  resolution  of  Congress)  should  issue  a  proclamation 
commanding  the  Same  to  be  put  in  execution — 

This  County  being  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  enemy  last  fall  infesting  the  bay  in  such  a  manner  that 
our  Eepresentatives  could  not  attend  the  Assembly,  we  never  received 
intelligence  whether  such  proclamation  had  issued  or  not,  until  the  3d 
13 
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1781.  day  of  Dec  last,  the  communications  between  the  shores  been  almost 
May  15th     entirely  cut  off. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  received,  the  Assessors  were  imme- 
diately summoned  to  attend,  and  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  sixth  day 
of  the  same  month,  the  assessors  returns  of  the  first  payment  were 
made  to  us  on  the  30th  of  January  following,  and  not  before.  We  then 
held  a  Court  for  the  purpose  of  redressing  Grievances  according  to 
Law,  and  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  record  the  Same  and  draw  up  a  List 
for  the  Sheriff  to  make  his  Collection  by. 

Before  this  could  be  finished,  about  the  16th  or  17th  of  Feby,  the  Act 
of  Assembly  came  to  hand  laying  an  additional  Tax  of  two  pr:  Cent, 
on  all  property  taxed  in  Specie.  We  then  ordered  the  Clerk  to  make 
up  (as  speedily  as  possible  from  the  Assessors  returns)  lists  of  the  Two 
pr:  Cent,  tax,  which  were  finished,  given  into  the  Collectors  hands,  & 
Bonds  taken  according  to  Law  by  the  8th  day  of  March  last,  while  we 
in  conjunction  with  the  four  senior  Magistrates  &  field  OfScers,  on  the 
second,  third,  fifth  &  sixth  days  of  same  month  classed  the  Militia — This 
business  prevented  the  lists  of  the  first  payment  of  the  General  Tax 
from  being  got  ready  for  the  Sheriff  until  the  10th  of  March — The  Col- 
lectors were  immediately  ordered  on  the  execution  of  their  office  &  forty 
days,  the  utmost  limits  for  their  returns  to  be  made  in — They  proceeded 
at  first  without  interruption,  and  although  the  people  complained  that 
they  were  not  equally  treated  with  the  rest  of  the  State,  not  having  it 
in  their  option  to  pay  the  principal  produce  of  their  lands  (to  wit  Corn 
&  Oats)  in  discharge  of  their  Taxes,  yet  fair  promises  were  given,  and 
no  obstruction  or  opposition  to  the  Law  was  apprehended — 

In  such  a  Situation  were  our  affairs  when  a  Set  of  men  in  the  County 
of  Northampton  undertook  to  oppose  the  Draft,  which  they  effected, 
from  that  time  if  not  before,  a  number  of  people  in  this  County  had  it 
contemplation  to  oppose  the  same  here,  and  consequently  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  pay  the  Tax.  On  the  23d  of  April,  the  day  appointed 
to  put  the  Draft  Act  in  execution,  there  asseinbled  at  the  Court  house, 
to  the  amount  of  150  or  200  men,  armed  with  Clubs  to  oppose  it. 
George  Corbin  Esqr.,  who  acted  as  County  Lieutenant  endeavoured 
strenuously  to  appease  the  people  by  the  most  soothing  and  powerful 
arguments,  but  could  not  alter  their  intentions.  Colo.  Corbin  ordered 
the  Clerk  to  look  on  the  list  for  a  Class,  who  then  appeared  and  pro- 
duced to  him  a  man  hired  for  the  War.  While  the  Clerk  in  the  Court 
house  was  searching  the  list  &  having  found  the  Class,  laid  the  list  on 
the  table  before  him,  one  of  the  mob  snatched  up  the  list  &  put  the  same 
in  his  pocket,  telling  the  others,  who  by  this  time  had  crowded  into  the 
Court  house,  that  if  they  approved  of  what  was  done,  to  signify  the 
same  by  three  cheers,  which  was  accordingly  complied  with.  Colo. 
Corbin  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  them  to  return  the  list,  but  in  vain, 
and  heavy  threatenings  were  denounced  by  them  should  any  set  of 
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men  attempt  to  draw  lots,  the  Colo.,  together  with  the  other  Gentle-  1781. 
men  who  presided  over  the  business,  having  held  a  consultation  &  think-  May  15th 
ing  it  impossible  to  carry  the  law  into  execution  that  day,  but  supposing 
they  might  do  so  at  some  future  opportunity  when  men  had  time  to 
reflect  cooly  on  the  consequences  of  opposing  the  laws  of  their  Country, 
they  thought  it  most  prudent  to  postpone  the  same  until  the  Thursday 
following,  the  Clerk  having  taken  care  to  preserve  a  duplicate  of  the 
list  which  the  mob  had  deprived  him  of  Thursday,  the  same  set  of 
men  appeared  (some  few  excepted,  who  pretended  they  wei-e  convinced 
by  the  Gentlemen's  arguments,  and  being  men  of  property  did  appa- 
rently head  the  mob,  but  were  generally  beleived  to  act  behind  the 
Scene)  armed  with  clubs,  swotds^  guns  &  pistols,  and  took  possession  of 
the  Court  house,  at  the  door  of  which  they  plased  a  centinel  with  his 
musket.  Colo.  Corbin  went  &  talked  to  them  moderately,  endeavouring 
to  dissuade  them  from  such  an  unlawful  act,  but  they  all  unanimously 
declared  they  were  determined  to  oppose  the  Draft  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  &  that  it  was  in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  to  alter  their  reso- 
lution, the  Colo,  told  them  he  should  be  obliged  to  take  an  account  of 
their  names  &  ordered  the  Clerk  who  stood  by  him  to  note  them  down 
accordingly.  This  did  not  at  all  intimidate  them,  neither  was  it  possible 
to  carry  the  Law  into  execution — next  day  a  Court  Martial  was  sum- 
moned &  held  at  Onancock,  when  those  who  appeared  to  the  said  Court 
Martial,  the  most  culpable  were  deemed  Soldiers  for  the  time  prescribed 
by  Law,  whose  names  will  doubtless  be  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 
officially  by  Colo.  Corbin. 

These  lawless  proceedings  have  thrown  the  County  into  the  greatest 
confiision  imaginable,  people  begin  to  publish,  propagate  &  avow  the 
most  dangerous  doctrines,  sentiments  &  opinions.  Gentlemen  from 
whom  better  things  might  be  expected,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  tell  the 
people  they  have  no  occasion  to  pay  the  Two  pr:  Cent  Tax.  Some  of 
the  Collectors  themselves  have  very  large  sums  of  money  in  their  hands, 
which  'they  will  not  pay  to  the  Commissioners,  but  declare  to  the  people 
they  will  return  them  their  money.  One  set  of  Collectors  have  already 
settled  with  us,  others  have  paid  about  one  half,  one  third  &c — Those 
people  who  have  alreadj'  paid,  complain  that  they  are  hardly  dealt  with, 
some  having  paid  and  others  not. — Some  Collectors  dont  chuse  to  collect 
&  others  are  threatened  if  they  attempt  it,  and  Anarchy,  Confusion  & 
disorder  reigns  triumphant  amongst  us.  We  understand  there  is  a  peti- 
tion on  foot,  to  be  sent  to  the  Assembly,  praying  to  be  exempted  from  a 
draft,  we  know  not  what  may  be  the  event  of  that  petition,  nor  do  we 
know  how  to  conduct  ourselves  in  this  dilemma.  It  is  not  in  our  power 
to  enforce  the  collection  in  the  situation  our  affairs  are  at  this  present, 
we  know  there  is  a  positive  Act  of  Assembly  requiring  the  same,  but 
we  want  the  ability,  not  the  inclination  to  put  the  same  in  execution — 
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1781.  We  hope  &  humbly  beg  your  Excellency  will  take  the  matter  into 

May  15th    consideration  &  condescend  to  inform  us  in  what  manner  to  act  in  this 
very  singular  and  extraordinary  occasion — 
We  are 

Yr:  Excellency's 
Most  obt.  hble  Servants — " 

"P.  S.     We  have  transmitted  to  yr:  Excellency  Tobo.  Notes  to  the 
Amt:  30.122.  JST.  which  is  all  we  have  as  yet  collected — " 


May  15th  Copy  of  Search  Warrant,  granted  to  Abel  West,  by  Col:  de.  Pucks, 
Portsmouth  British  Commdt.,  and  signed  by  M.  Houseal,  Capt:  Amer.  Legion,  to 
recover  property  taken  from  him  by  one  Eobertson,  Master  of  a  Barge 
&c — and  one  Stephen  Mister  with  order  for  arrest  of  the  latter;  with 
instructions  to  all  "his  Majesty's  leige  Subjects  and  others"  to  assist 
said  West  in  the  recovery  of  his  goods  &c — 


May  16th        A  "Eeturn"  of  Colo.  Taylor's  Eegt:  of  Guards — of  seven  companies, 
Winchester  commanded  by  Capts:  Burnley,  White,   Purvis,   Porter,  Pettus,  Meri- 
wether and  Kennedy  respectively — Officers  present  1.  Colonel,  1.  Major, 
4  Captains — 2  Lieutenants  &  3  Ensigns.  2  Pifers — 
Privates  present,  &  entitled  to  discharge      98 — 

Discharged  74. 

Deserted  31. 


May  16th  Briq:  Genl:  Lawson  to  the  Governor. 

"Sir, 

Prince  Ed-  You  were  pleas'd  in  your  favor  of  the  11th  Inst:  from  Colo.  Skip- 

°-  with's,  to  inform  me  that  altho'  the  Executive  could  not  constitutionally 
repeat  the  instance  of  seperating  from  their  authority  the  right  of 
appointing  the  Officers  for  the  respective  Commands  in  the  Militia;  that 
they  would  nevertheless  do  me  the  honor  to  attend  to  the  recommenda- 
tions I  might  make,  of  such  Gentlemen  as  1  wish'd  to  have  as  iny  Pield 
Officers. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  therefore  of  recommending  agreeably  to  the 
inclos'd  list—,  and  shall  think  myself  very  happy  in  having  those  Gen- 
tlemen in  my  command,— the  whole  of  whom,  three  excepted,  were  out 
with  me  on  the  former  occasion,  and  a  few  instances  excepted,  held  rank 
consistent  with  what  I  now  wish  your  honorable  board  to  confer. 

Some  of  these  officers,  when  appointed,  must  be  sent  on  to  take  charge 
of  the  militia  already  marched  to  Salisbury,  as  no  Field  Officers  have 
yet  been  sent  to  that  post.  This  is  undoubtedly  necessary,  whether  those  ■ 
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militia  advance  farther  into  the  South  or  return  to  this  State,  as  General       1781. 
Greene  shall  order.     From  your  Excellency's  assurance,  to  me,  I  have    May  16th 
ventured  to  tell  all  of  thos«  Gentlemen,  that  they  would  receive  appoint- 
ments, agreeably  to  the  rank  respectively  annex'd  to  their  names. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  &c.'' 


Col:  Fra:  Tayloe  to  the  Governor.  May  I6th 

A  Board  of  Officers  assembled  by  order  of  Col :  Wood,  have  just  deci-  Winchester 
ded  that  all  the  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Eegt:  of  State  Guards,  now 
under  his  command  are  entitled  to  their  discharge,  except  a  few  belong- 
ing to  Capt :  Purvis'  Company.  This  results  from  the  fact  that  the  men 
were  enlisted  to  serve  only  in  Albemarle  at  the  Barracks,  during  the 
stay  of  the  Convention  Prisoners  at  that  place.  Col:  Wood  has  applied 
to  the  Lieut:  of  Frederick  Co.  for  fifty  men  to  act  in  place  of  these 
guards.  The  arms  of  the  discharged  men  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
Quartermaster  at  this  Post — Eegrets  they  are  in  such  bad  order;  more 
than  half  of  them  were  in  this  condition  when  received — The  Guard  of 
Militia  is  to  be  only  for  two  weeks,  when  it  is  supposed  Orders  will  come 
from  the  Executive,  giving  directions  for  guarding  the  Troops  in  future. 


C.  H. 


Eeuben  Mitchell  to  the  Governor.  May  16th 

"Sir, 

This  is  the  Sixteenth  day  that  I  have  been  confined  in  the  Provost  Hanover 
Guard,  without  any  kind  of  tryal  (except  before  Genl:  Nelson,  who  said 
my  case  did  not  come  under  his  cognizance),  and  as  a  free  man  and  citi- 
zen of  the  State,  who  has  complyed  with  every  Law  and  regulation 
from  the  beginning  of  the  War;  I  think  I  have  a  right  at  least  to  a  hear- 
ing before  I  am  condemned  to  an  imprisonment  in  the  same  House,  with 
a  parcel  of  Murderers  and  Felons,  which  to  a  man  of  common  feelings 
must  be  worse  than  an  honourable  death. 

I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  charge  lodged  agst: 
me,  Tho'  have  been  inform'd  the  first  charge  was,  that  I  gave  the  Enemj^ 
intelligence  at  Petersburg.  At  which  time  I  can  prove  by  many  wit- 
nesses, that  I  was  on  board  my  Brigantine  (the  Wilkes)  endeavoring  to 
save  her  from  the  Enemy.  The  circumstances  of  my  suddenly  going 
from  Eichmond,  and  that  in  a  very  unseasonable  hour,  I  must  own,  gave 
too  great  a  handle  to  the  malicious  and  ill  dispos'd  to  injure  my  char- 
acter; and  as  your  Excellency  has  perhaps  never  had  the  particulars 
from  any  but  my  accusers,  I  must  beg  leave  to  transgress  so  far  on  your 
Excellency's  patience  as  to  trouble  you  with  a  concise  narrative  of  my 
proceedings  in  that  affair. 
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1781.  On  Wednesday  the  25th  ult:,  in  the  evening,  a  Mr.  Sadler  from  War- 

May  16th  wick  inform'd  me  that  the  sailors  had  all  left  the  Brige.  Wilkes,  and  that 
she  was  oblige,  to  remain  at  Osbornes  for  wa«t  of  hands  to  work  her^ — 
and  at  the  same  time  he  offered  me  a  passage  as  far  as  Warwick  in  Capt: 
Johnson's  Boat,  which  I  excepted.  Went  immediately  and  gave  my 
Keys  to  Mrs.  Gautier  (as  she  swore  befoi'e  Genl :  Nelson)  and  went  down 
to  Warwick  that  night,  after  dark  in  Cap :  Johnson's  Boat,  (he  in  com- 
pany) where  I  stay'd  all  night — and  in  the  morning  set  off  down  to  look 
for  my  Brige.  with  six  hands  that  Capt:  Johnson  was  so  good  as  to  lend 
me,  to  get  her  up  to  Warwick:  when  I  intended  to  strip  her,  carry  her 
sails  and  rigging  into  the  Country,  land  her  cargo,  &  sink  the  Hull — 
between  the  hours  of  12  &  1.  o-clock,  I  got  to  the  Fleet  at  Cox  &  Dales: 
and  found  by  enquiry,  that  my  Brig  lay  opposite  Mrs.  Coxes  new  build- 
ings, between  the  Fleet  and  Osbornes.  And  as  I  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Eiver,  which  was  the  worst  way,  I  got  a  put  over  the  River,  and 
went  down  to  Mrs.  Coxes,  where  I  found  the  Goochland  and  Henrico 
Militia,  and  after  talking  with  a  number  of  my  acquaintances  from  both 
Counties,  I  went  on  Board ;  but  as  there  was  a  smart  current  in  the 
River  and  the  Wind  right  ahead,  I  never  got  under  way  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  after  a  Thunder  Storm,  when  the  wind  swerved — I  got  into 
the  Fleet  a  little  before  sunset,  and  as  I  had  a  fair  wind,  intended  up  to 
Warwick  that  night ;  but  was  not  allowed  to  leave  the  Fleet,  altho'  three 
men  &  two  boys  was  the  whole  of  my  Crew;  besides  the  six  hands  I  had 
borrowed,  which  were  to  leave  me  as  soon  as  I  came  to  Anchor. 

On  Friday  morning  I  went  up  to  Richmond  again,  with  two  hands  to 
get  down  a  boat  &  some  provisions,  as  we  had  none ;  and  to  get  Wag- 
gons to  get  the  sails  and  rigging  immediately  away,-  but  before  I  could 
procure  either,  heard  of  the  attack  and  soon  after,  of  the  loss  of  the 
Fleet.  Since  then  I  remained  at  my  store  in  Richmond,  untill  I  was 
put  in  the  Guard  House  by  the  accusation  of  a  rascal,  whose  courage 
never  yet  carried  him  in  a  hostile  manner,  in  two  Gun  shot  of  the 
Enemy,  unless  the  Eiver  was  between  him  &  them. 

I  have  only  to  beg  your  Excellency  to  bring  me  immediately  to  a  tryal, 
when  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  clearing  up  my  character,  &c.  &c."  * 

***** 
I  am  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  mo:  ob  &  hubl  Servt." 


May  ICth  DaVID   RoSS   TO   Gov:   JefFERSON. 

***** 
Eichmond        He  is  sorry  to  inform  him  that,  by  "the  villiany  of  the  waggon  master 
&  the  folly  of  one  of  our  Light  Horse"  sent  to  conduct  the  goods  from 
thonce  to  Point  of  Fork,  the  whole  of  them  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Enemy.     Hopes  the  offenders  will  be  punished— 
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His  agent  at  Philadelphia  informs  him  "that  2000  stand  of  arms  will        1781. 
be  ready  this  week" — He  has  been  obliged  to  use  Hemp  in  payment,    May  16th 
and  Congress  can  do  nothing  for  him  financially.     Tobacco  worthless 
there;  hemp  only  available — ,A  man  to  be  depended  upon,  has  just 
informed  him  that  Cornwallis  "crossed  the  Eiver  on  Saturday,  1500  foot, 
near  200  horse."     Phillips  he  believes  is  dead — " 

"Statements  of  the  Circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  Goods  at  Peters- 
burg." 

"Having  a  quantity  of  cloth,  canvass  &  lead  coming  from  So.  Quay  to 
Eichmond,  about  the  time  of  the  Enemy's  approach  to  Petersburg,  a  few 
hours  after  the  action  that  happened  there,  I  applied  to  Col.  Call  who  com- 
manded the  Light  Dragoons  for  one  of  them  to  go  down  Express  to 
South  Quay,  and  conduct  the  waggons  to  the  Fork,  by  the  upper  road. 
Col:  Call  referred  to  Genl:  Muhllnberg — I  applied  to  him  and  received 
for  answer  that  the  horsemen  were  much  wanted,  and  that  he  did  not 
think  there  was  much  danger  of  any  thing  at  South  Quay,  having  left 
400  men  to  cover  that  place,  but  on  rny  insisting  on  the  necessity  of 
sending  some  person  immediately,  he  desired  me  to  send  one  of  the 
Light  Draggoons — I  accordingly  employed  John  Baird  of  Capt:  Boiling's 
Company,  a  man  of  fair  character  who  was  well  mounted  &  armed — I 
gave  him  his  instructions  that  night,  which  was  in  substance,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  South  Quay  (unless  he  met  the  waggons  with  the  goods) 
and  conduct  the  said  stores  by  the  upper  road  to  the  Pork  of  James 
Eiver,  taking  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  the  Enemy,  and  to  apply  to  the 
Militia  Officers  for  assistance  when  necessary." 

'"-Baird's  account  of  the  matter." 

"That  he  proceeded  as  far  as  Sussex  and  met  the  waggons,  he  con- 
ducted them  to  Dinwiddie  Court  house,  and  left  one  Lanier  with  them 
to  conduct  them  to  Ifamoseen  Bridge,  that  he  went  on  before  in  order 
to  provide  forage  at  that  place,  and  to  procure  information  if  the  Enemy 
had  any  parties  out  on  that  road — that  he  waited  there  a  suflScient  time 
for  the  waggons,  and  as  they  did  not  arrive,  he  returned  again  to  look 
after  them — that  he  was  informed  by  Lanier,  one  Bonner,  owner  of  the 
waggons  had  come  after  them,  and  contrary  to  his  orders,  had  carried 
them  to  his  own  house  8  miles  below  Petersburg — that  the  goods 
remained  safe  there  'till  General  Phillips  left  that  place  and  went  down 
the  river — The  goods  were  then  brought  to  Petersburg — application 
was  made  to  Davis  the  Quarter  Master  for  waggons  to  remove  the  stores 
to  the  Fork,  but  he  excused  himself  from  furnishing  any  at  that  time, 
but  promised  to  recommend  the  matter  to  Mr.  Holmes  his  superior — 
Another  of  those  under  Quarter  Masters  sent  him,  the  said  Baird  to  So. 
Quay,  for  the  shoes  for  the  Marquisses  Troops,  promising  to  have  the 
above  stores  removed,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Enemy  returned  and  no 
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May  letli 


Kichmond 


part  of  the  stores  were  removed— Thus  the  Public  lost  about  2000  yards 
of  blue,  white  and  scarlet  cloth — Near  4000  yards  of  Canvass,  and  a  ton 
of  lead— Davis  and  Bonnor  are  within  the  Enemy's  lines— This  matter 
requires  that  particular  enquiry  should  be  made  into  the  Conduct  of  the 
several  parties  concerned — " 


Berry  Green,  A.  Q.  Master,  to  Col:  Davies  at  Charlottesville. 

"Dear  Colonel, 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  was  received  by  one  of  the  State 
Expresses,  the  same  day  at  6  o-clock  P.  M." 

He  is  sorry  to  hear  of  the  bad  behavior  of  "Snead" — who  has  been 
severely  reprimanded  for  his  conduct — He  hopes  Col:  Davies  will  always 
promptly  communicate  any  misconduct,  or  abuse  of  trust,  on  the  part 
of  these  Express  Eiders, — Major  Claittorne  is  absent,  or  he  would  have 
replied  himself 


May  17th 


Richmond 


Surgeon  Math:  Pope  to  the  Governor. 
"Hon'ble  Sir, 

I  was  this  day  called  by  the  Marquis  la  Fayette  to  attend 
him  at  Witten,  the  result  of  which  was  to  provide,  at  a  proper  distance, 
a  general  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  if  we 
should  be  obliged  to  fly  from  the  Enemy.  I  told  the  Marquis  and  Genl: 
Muhlenburg,  who  was  present,  that  I  knew  of  no  place,  nor  had  I  power 
to  take  a  place,  if  I  could  find  one,  at  such  distance  as  they  would  recom- 
mend, proper  for  the  purpose — A  church  was  mentioned  near  Ground 
Squirrel  Bridge,  or  in  that  neighbourhood,  but  I  am  not  authorized  to 
take  one  could  I  find  one  convenient  or  one  that  would  answer  the  plu-- 
pose — A  church  alone  will  not  do ;  there  must  be  a  House  or  two  near 
it.  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  and  esteem  it  a  favour  will  instruct  me 
how  to  proceed  and  send  me  such  orders  as  you  shall  think  fit.  I  am  to 
beg  your  Excellency's  forgiveness,  if  I  trouble  you  still  farther — I  am  left 
here  alone,  or  no  one  to  instruct  or  direct  me  how  to  proceed  and  deprived 
of  every  means  of  executing  my  office  by  the  removal  of  all  the  public 
stores,  and  find  it  in  vain  to  send  after  them :  indeed  no  one  will  obey 
any  orders  from  me,  unless  authorized  by  a  higher  power,  or  such  power 
vested  in  mc — I  am  away  from  all  the  Genl :  Officers,  and  if  I  was  not, 
in  many  instances  their  orders  would  avail  nothing.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  Sir,  to  inclose  you  a  list  of  necessarys  I  am  in  immediate  want  of 
for  the  Hospital  Department,  and  knowing  no  othsr  mode  of  obtaining 
them  than  thif,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused.  You  Sir,  can  order  the  pack- 
ages to  be  opened,  and  the  inclosed  articles  sent  down  in  a  cart  or  wag- 
•gon,  which  are  so  much  wanted,  and  will  give  so  much  relief,  not  only  to 
the  sick  and  wounded,  but  to, 
Hon'ble  Sir, 

Your  most  obet  &  respectful  Servt." 
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Major  Edmd.  Massed.  Hyene  to  Col.  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

May  17th 

A  Cartel  between  Gonl :  Greene  and  Earl  CornwalliB,  to  be  carried  Head  Quar- 
into  effect,  "the  beginning  of  July"  having  been  agreed  upon;  and  the  ^.^^^    onga- 
place  of  Exchange  being  James  Eivor,  he  urges  the  appointlnent  of  an 
Assistant  at  once,  to  aid  in  the  collecting  the  prisoners  at  that  place — 
Eequests  his  address  as  soon  as  he  may  be  nominated,  in  order  that  a 
correspondence  may  be  opened  with  him. 

Col :  Holmes  of  Winchester,  he  is  aware,  acts  in  that  Department,  but 
he  is  ignorant  of  the  character  of  that  oflScers  functions — 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  May  18th 

"Sir, 

T  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  memorandum  of  what  Major  Genl,    Eichmond 

the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  Major  Genl:  the  Baron  de  Steuben  have 
required  of  me,  and  the  stated  periods  for  their  delivery.  As  the 
resource  from  which  I  have  derived  my  support  ever  since  I  have  been 
in  the  department,  is  the  only  one  to  which  I  can  have  recourse  in  this 
matter,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Excellency  for  the  aid  of  Govern- 
ment again. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction,  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  several 
Warrants  for  mpney  from  the  Executive;  but  as  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed in  obtaining  the  cash  from  the  Treasury,  in  the  ample  manner, 
which  the  exigences  of  the  Service  required,  owing  to  the  manner  in 
which  that  office,  with  all  others  in  the  lower  parts  have  been  drove 
about,  I  am  fearful  that  it  will  still  be  deficient,  from  the  large  draughts 
that  will  be  made  by  the  Several  different  departments,  and  therefore  I 
am  induced  to  propose,  that  the  Wagons,  horses,  gears,  drivers  &  oars- 
men, be  procured  in  some  manner  different,  from  purchasing,  or  hireing 
for  immediate  payment,  as  your  Excellency  thinks  best — 

With  respect  to  the  Boats,  Carriages,  Oars,  Horse  Accoutrements  and 
Camp  Equipage,  I  shall  endeavour  to  furnish  them  with  what  money  I 
may  get  from  the  Treasury,  upon  the  Warrants  which  I  have  already  in 
possession;  and  when  they  are  out,  shall  beg  leave  to  ask  for  others.  . 

As  your  Excellency  must  be  well  inform'd  of  the  necessity  of  dispatch 
in  what  I  am  directed  to  do,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  for  an  answer  of  j)recis- 
ion,  that  I  may  report  accordingly ;  but  should  it  be  too  tedious  to  adopt 
a  mode  other  than  by  purchasing,  will  your  Excellency  direct  that  money 
shall  be  immediately  advanced,  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions? I  have  had  no  assistance,  but  from  the  Government  of  Virginia, 
neither  do  I  expect  any  thing  shortly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect 
Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
14 
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1781.       "Memorandum  of  Articles  to  be  furnished  by  the  Deputy  Qr.  Master  for  th 

State  of  Virginia." 

May  18th    By  order  of  Lafayette, — "70  "Wagon's,  with  four  good  horses  &  geare 
for  immediate  use.  and  drivers  to  each — 50  good  draught  horse 

for'contingences — 25  Boats  to  be  built  &  mounted  on  Carriages — 10( 
good  draught  horses  for  the  boats — 25  sets  of  gears  complete  for  ditto— 
25  drivers  to  be  engaged,  for  ditto — 150  Oarsmen  to  be  engaged,  fo: 
ditto— ^150  oars,  with  Stuff  to  muffle  them — 25  carriages,  with  foui 
wheels,  for  ditto,  to  be  built." 

"  For  Maj :  Genl :  Baron  Steuben — 100  dragoons'  horses  to  be  purchasec 
&  completely  accoutred  with  Saddles  &c.,  by  the  1st  of  June — 100,  more 
in  addition  to  the  above,  accoutred  &c.  by  1st  of  July — Tents,  Camj 
Kettles,  Axes,  Hatchets,  10  wagons,  with  four  horses  each,  and  drivers 
1000  wooden  Canteens,  Knapsacks,  Havre-Sacks,  Bags,  and  Portman 
teaus,  for  a  detachment  to  be  equiped  at  Albemarle  Old  Courthouse  foi 
the  Southern  Army  By  the  1st  of  June." 


May  18th  E.   LiNDSAY,   LlEUT:    CoL:    COMMDG.,   TO   CoL:   DaVIES. 

Charlottes-         The  arms  purchased  by  Col:  Febiger  for  the  State,  about  1100  Stand 

"^^  ®  according  to  the  waggoners  accounts  have  arrived  at  this  place,  instead 

of  being  carried  to  Eichmond — This  was  by  Genl:  Wceden's  verba] 

orders  at  Fredericksburg — He  asks  for  instructions  as  to  how  they  are 

to  be  disposed  of  &c. 


May  18th         James  Miller  TO  "Ma.  Andrew  Crawford,  Mercht.,  "Leeds." 

"Dear  Sir, 
Port  Eoyal,  I  have  ship'd  the  3  hhds.  abd.  the  Molly,  as  directed  &  paid 

aro  me  Co.  Warehouse  expenses  as  underneath  to  yr.  debt.  There  is  also  3  Bars  ol 
Iron,  which  you  will  order  Harry  to  land  at  Blandfield  for  our  friend 
Beverly,  who  is  now  up  in  Culpeper— if  the  vessel  does  not  go  so  low 
down,  you  will  take  charge  of  it  for  him. 

Capt:  Harry  has  been  charged  here  with  stealing  negroes,  with  ar 
intent  to  carry  them  to  the  Enemy,  the  fellow  I  suppose  loves  a  Wench 
&  had  given  some  of  that  Sex  a  passage  in  his  vessel,  but  his  being 
cmploy'd  by  a  Tory,  raised  a  suspicion,  &  he  likely  to  lose  his  good 
character  by  it.  how  you  will  come  off,  I  know  not— I  understand  you 
are  threatened  &  I  suppose  you  will  be  waited  upon  by  some  Gentlemen 
from  King  George  on  the  occasion.  I  thought  proper  to  give  you  this 
notice,  that  you  might  be  prepared  for  such  a  visit. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  most  obt  Servant," 
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"Gibsons' Inspect.  2  hhds.    .Tax  £32—  1781. 

Roys'  Do.       1      "        Tax  &  rent  17..  16..  May  18th 

Boat  hire,  9..  — 


£58..  16." 


Capt:  Saml:  Patteson  to  Col:  Davies.  May  18th 

"  The  arms  from  Philadelphia,  purchased  by  Col :  Febiger  for  this  State  Charlottes- 
arrived  here  last  night."  The  wagoners  will  not  go  any  farther,  being 
great  losers  in  the  depreciation  of  Continental  money,  for  which  they 
agreed  to  come — They  say  it  has  depreciated  to  "four  and  five  hundred 
for  one"  within  a  few  daj's — No  wagons  to  bo  gotten  at  this  place;  and 
if  they  could  be,  he  knows  not  where  to  carry  the  arms.  Mr.  Anderson 
has  as  many  as  he  can  take  care  of,  and  they  cannot  be  stored  at  Char- 
lottesville "with  any  tolerable  degree  of  security" — Concludes  "Col: 
Lewis  has  agreed  to  take  us  into  his  family,  about  half  a  mile  from  this 
place,  he  has  exceeding  good  pasturage  and  I  am  persuaded  we  shall 
have  the  best  quarters  in  the  neighbourhood.  "We  shall  be  very  much 
pestered  in  Town,  for  of  all  places  in  this  world,  it  is  the  most  dis- 
agreeable." 


RETUaN   OP   THE   MiLITIA,    POWARDED   BY   BeN  :    BlUNT  Co  :    LIEUTENANT.      May  18th 

1.  County  Lieut:  1.  Colo.,  1.  Lt:  Colo.,  1.  Major — 15  Capts:  26  Lieu- Southamp- 
tenants,  11  Ensigns — Privates  over  18  j'cars  of  age  723 — Ditto,  under  18  *°"  ^°' 

years,  71,  total — OflScers  and  Privates  850. 


Major  Thos:  Poset  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  May  I8th 

Dr.  Col:  ' 

The  number  of  men  which  I  have  collected  at  this  place,  (in  Staunton 
deserters  &  others)  amount  to  twenty  one.  The  draft  for  eighteen 
monthers,  has  not  yet  taken  place,  in  any  of  these  back  Counties,  neither 
can  I  inform  you  at  what  particular  time  it  will.  The  people  seem  much 
aversed  to  it  in  Augusta  &  Rockbridge,  but  it  don't  amount  to  a  majority 
I  beleave.  However,  a  considerable  number  met  at  the  places  apointed 
for  laying  of  the  Districts,  &  in  a  very  bold  &  daring  manner,  seased  the 
papers  and  destroyed  them.  I  don't  know  where  this  may  stop,  if  there 
is  not  a  timeous  check,  in  Hanging  a  few,  for  examples  to  the  rest.  The 
cloathing,  I  understand,  the  different  Counties  is  providing,  as  fast  as 
possible,  but  none  as  yet  delivered  to  me — 

I  have  a  deserter  or  two  delivered  to  me  every  five  or  six  days — I 
suppose  I  shall  have  a  com.py.  of  them  in  a  short  time  to  send  down. 
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1781.  Do  my  Dr.  friend  let  me  heare  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity,  for  I 
May  19th  dont  know  whether  one  of  my  letters  (which  has  consisted  of  very 
neare  one  Doz)  has  reached  you.  I  assure  you  I  cant  help  making 
myself  a  little  unhappy  about  it,  though  I  know  &  am  conscious  of  dis- 
charging every  tittle  of  my  duty  agreable  to  my  orders ;  but  I  under- 
stand the  Baron  is  displeased  on  acct:  of  the  Officers  not  making  proper 
reports  from  the  different  Eendevous — His  orders  was  to  make  my 
reports  to  you,  which  I  have  punctually  done.  Do  pray  let  me  have 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  few  lines  from  you,  which  will  be  much 

esteem'd  by. 

Your  Obt.  Humble  Servnt— " 


May  19th  Capt  :  Thos  :  W.  BwELL  TO  CoL :  Wm.  Da  vies  at  Point  of  Pork. 

JoUing's  Eec'd  his  letter  by  Mr.  Purguson  last  night — Two  Canoes  have  already 

"^  gone  up  with  coal,  and  he  will  send  more  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got- 
ten. Made  an  effort  to  send  the  "Piatt  laden  with  old  arms"  up,  but 
not  being  able  to  get  'over  the  rocks,  she  had  to  return — "Will  attend 
promptly  to  orders. 


May  19th  Maj  :  Ed  :  Claibokne  to  G-ov  :  Jefpeeson,  at  Charlottesville. 

"Sir, 

Major  Grenl:  Baron  de  Steuben  has  made  a  requisition  for  twelve 
Wagons,  with  teams,  harness  and  drivers  complete,  to  attend  his  detach- 
ment to  the  Southern  Army.  As  it  is  totally  out  of  my  power  to  pro- 
cure them  to  go  further  than  the  verge  of  the  State,  I  beg  leave  to  ask 
your  Excellency  for  advice  and  authority  in  the  case.  The  only  step 
which  I  could  take  of  myself  in  the  matter,  would  be  to  hire,  but  such 
an  attempt  would  only  be  a  loss  of  time,  as  I  find  few  will  come  out  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Army,  without  being  forced — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  higest  respect  &c  &c" 


May  20th  Geo:  Eogers  Clarke  to  Genl:  Washington — (Copy.) 

Port  Pitt  "Eeduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  every  step  to  carry  my  point  the 
ensuing  Campaign  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  me  in  taking  the 
Liberty  of  troubling  you  with  this  request,  the  Invasion  in  Virga.  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  furnish  me  with  the  number  of 
men  propos'd  for  the  enterprise  to  the  West,  but  inform'd  me  he  had 
obtained  leave  from  the  Baron  Steuben,  &  agreable  to  your  letters,  for  Colo. 
John  Gibson  &  Eegiment  &  Heth's  Company  to  join  my  forces,  an  addition 
of  men  with  them  the  miUtia  we  were  disappointed  of.     On  consulting 
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Colo.  Broadhead  he  could  not  conceive  he  was  at  Liberty  to  let  them  1781. 
go,  as  your  Instructions  was  pointed,  respecting  the  stores  &  Troops  to  May  20tli 
be  furnish'd  by  him.  from  your  Excellency's  Letters  to  Colo.  Broad- 
head  I  supposed  him  at  Liberty  to  furnish  what  men  he  pleased.  Con- 
vinced he  did  not  think  as  I  do,  or  otherwise  he  would  have  had  no 
objections,  as  he  appear'd  to  wish  to  give  the  Enterprise  every  aid  in 
his  power.  The  hopes  of  obtaining  a  Grant  of  those  troops  has  induced 
me  to  address  your  Excellency  myself,  as  it  is  too  late  to  consult  Gov- 
ernor Jefferson  farther  on  the  subject,  wishing  to  set  out  on  the  Expedi- 
tion Early  in  June,  as  our  Stores  of  Provisions  is  nearly  compleat.  If 
our  force  should  be  equal  to  the  task  propos'd  I  cannot  conceive  but.that 
this  post  with  every  small  Garrison  even  of  Militia  will  be  in  any  Danger, 
as  it  is  attach'd  to  a  popular  Country,  &  During  our  time  in  the  Enemies, 
Mcintosh  &  Whellin  will  be  useless,  or  might  allso  be  Garrisoned  by 
Small  parties  of  Militia — 

These  I  know  to  be  your  Excellency's  Ideas — If  you  should  approve 
of  the  Troops  in  this  Department  Joining  our  forces,  tho'  they  are  few 
the  acquisition  may  be  attended  with  great  and  good  Consequences,  as 
two  hundred  only  might  turn  the  Scale  in  our  favour — 

the  advantages  which  must  Derive  to  the  States  from  our  proving 
successful  is  of  such  importance  that  I  think  Deserved  greater  prepara- 
tions to  insure  it.  But  I  have  not  yet  lost  sight  of  Detroit.  Nothing 
seem  to  threaten  us  but  the  want  of  men,  but  even  should  be  able  to  cut 
our  way  through  the  Indians  &  find  that  they  have  no  Reinforcements  at 
Detroit,  we  may  probably  have  the  assurance  to  attackt  it,  tho'  our  force 
may  be  much  less  than  propos'd,  which  was  two  Thousand,  as  defeating 
the  Indians  with  Inconsiderable  loss  on  our  Side  would  allmost  ensure  us 
Success — Should  this  be  the  case  a  valuable  peace  will  probably  ensue — 

But  on  the  contrary,  if  we  fall  through  in  our  present  plans  &  no 
expedition  should  take  place,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  consequences 
will  be  fatal  to  the  whole  frontier,  as  every  exertion  will  be  made  by 
the  British  party  to  Harrass  them  as  much  as  possible — Disable  them 
from  giving  any  Succour  to  our  Eastern  or  Southern  forces.  The  Indian 
war  is  now  more  General  than  ever,  any  attempt  to  appease  them  will 
be  fruitless — Capt  Randolph  waits  on  your  Excellency  for  an  answer  to 
this  letter, — which  I  flatter  myself  you  will  honor  me  with  Imediately — 
Col:  Gibson  who  commands  in  the  absence  of  Col:  Broadhead  will  keep 
the  Troops  in  Readiness  to  move  at  an  hours  warning.  Conducting 
myself  as  tho'  this  Request  was  Granted,  Impatiently  waiting  for  the 
happy  order — " 

Yours  &c — " 
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1781.  Maje.  E.  Claiboene  to  Gov:  Jeffeeson,  at  Charlottesville. 

May  20th     "Sir, 

Eichmond  The  total  disappointment  which  I  have  met  with,  in  support  from 

Philadelphia,  obliges  me  to  repeat  to  your  Excellency,  that  my  sole 
dependence  is  upon  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  for  money  for  the  Quar- 
ter Masters  Department.  I  can  affirm  to  your  Excellency,  that  economy 
has  been  used  in  expending  what  I  have  received,  &  that  none  has  been 
disbursed,  except  in  cases  of  the  most  necessary  nature;  but  the  public 
debts  are  increasing  so  fast,  which  demand  paiment  from  me,  that  I  am 
fearful  of  the  consequences,  shuld  there  not  be  some  speedy  supply  of 
cash  Turnished  to  prevent  them.  The  difficulty  of  getting  money  upon 
the  warrants  which  I  have  received,  has  occasioned  me  with  all  my 
Assistants,  to  run  largely  in  debt  on  public  account,  by  personal  &  pri- 
vate obligations,  and  have  no  hope  for  relief  but  from  the  resources  of 
Government — 

We  have  absolutely  remained  without  our  pay,  whic^  we  had  a  right 
upon  every  principle,  to  take  monthly,  rather  than  the  service  shuld  be 
retarded,  or  the  people  not  be  compensated;  but  this  seems  to  have 
answered  little  or  no  purpose,  as  we  find  daily  that  applications 
increase — Debts  are  not  only  made  in  the  department  by  the  persons 
engaged  in  it,  but  are  heaped  on,  by  impresses,  which  have  been  carried 
to  an  intolerable  degree.  Every  one  who  furnishes  a  wagon,  horse,  or 
any  thing  else  for  Continental  Service,  and  gets  only  a  certificate  for  it 
calls  on  the  Quarter  Masters,  who  for  want  of  means  are  obliged  to 
evade  the  payments,  and  the  person  retires  disappointed  and  discon- 
tented. The  consequence  is  that  all  faith  in  the  public  Agents  is  lost  & 
the  citizen  will  do  nothing  without  being  compelled  by  military  force. 
If  impresses  are  to  be  established  for  the  support  of  the  Army,  and 
nothing  else  is  to  be  depended  on,  it  had  better  be  communicated  to  the 
Commanding  General  in  the  State,  and  let  him  have  an  impress  Master 
appointed,  and  proper  persons  to  aid  him;  but  on  the  contrary, 
money  must  be  advanced  to  pay  off  old  debts  and  the  hire  as  it  becomes 
due,  or  we  shall  most  undoubtedly  fail.  The  public  is  by  far  the  greatest 
loser  unless  it  is  determined  the  people  shall  not  be  paid  for  their  prop- 
erty; for  long  experience  has  taught  me  that  not  more  than  two  thirds 
of  the  things  that  are  procured  in  this  manner,  are  returned  to  the 
owners,  and  because  they  have  no  public  brand  on  them,  they  are  lost— 
^  By  frequent  letters  from  my  Assistants,  they  assure  me  the  deprecia- 
tion increases  so  fast,  and  public  credit  is  reduced  so  low,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  them,  whether  the  present  currency  in  the  State 
•  will  pass  much  longer,  or  that  the  people  will  trust  either  the  public  or 
individual,  as  there  is  no  trade,  and  no  way  by  which  they  can  profit 
better  than  by  realizing  and  keeping  what  they  have  now  on  hand  by 
them — 
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I  can  assure  your  Excellency,  that  for  what  is  now  due,  and  what  is       1781. 
indispensably  necessary  to  be  procured  immediately,  either  by  hire  or    May  20th 
impress,  five  millions  of  Pounds  is  absolutely  requisite;  this  would,  I 
think,  place  us  in  a  tolerable  easy  sphere,  by  enabling  us  to  discharge 
our  duties  towards  the  Army,  and  quiet  the  minds  of  the  People — 

Colonel  Hendricks,  who  is  the  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Master  at 
Alexandria,  acquaints  me  that  he  can  purchase  in  his  district  ten  thou- 
sand yards  of  good  Stuff  for  tents  if  he  had  Tobacco — Will  your  Excel- 
lency be  pleased  to  give  mo  an  order  in  favor  of  the  Continent,  on  the 
Counties  of  Fairfax,  Prince  William,  Stafford,  King  George  or  Spotsyl- 
nia,  for  as  much  Tobacco  as  will  make  the  purchase?  This  is  an  article 
of  such  material  consequence,  that  it  would  be  a  great  loss  not  to  pro- 
cure it — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect  &c." 

May  21st 


David  Eoss,  Coml.  Agent  orders  the  wagons  that  brought  the  Arms  Pt.  of  Pork 
from  Philadelphia,  having  delivered  the  same  to  the  order  of  Baron 
Steuben,  to  proceed  to  this  place,  to  receive  return  loads  of  Hemp ;  and 
those  also,  that  brought  clothing,  to  do  likewise  to  receive  hemp  and 
Cordage  for  Philadelphia — 


Colo.  James  Callaway  to  the  Governor.  May  2lst 

He  regrets  to  say,  that  instead  of  the  "three  hundred  &  eighty  four  Bedford  Co. 
militia"  requested  to  be  sent  to  the  aid  of  Genl :  Greene,  after  the  utmost 
endeavors  he  could  make,  only  "one  hundred  and  thirty  some  odd  men" 
could  be  gotten — These  have  already  marched — The  busy  season  of  the 
year,  "among  the  Common  People"  outweighs  any  idea  of  the  necessity 
of  "turning  out",  unless  the  enemy  is  threatening  them.  He  will 
endeavor  to  punish  the  delinquents — He  has  no  idea  how  many  he  can 
send  to  Maj:  Genl:  Marquis  Lafayette,  and  is  doubtful  if  any  consider- 
able number  can  be  relied  upon — 


Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies  at  Point  of  Pork.  May  21st 

"Dr.  Sir, 

I  am  much  surprised  and  very  uneasie  that  Mr.  Anderson  has  Eichmond 
not  had  a  supply  of  Coals — About  the  15  or  16  instant  I  dispatch'd 
two  Canoes  from  the  Foundry  with  sixty  bushels  of  Coales,  to  Point  of 
Fork."  ****** 
"We  are  in  a  fair  way  to  remove  the  cannon  near  Hanover  Court 
house — By  virtue  of  your  instructions  to  Capt:  Eoan,  I  advised  him  to 
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May  2l8t 


take  the  carriages  in  contradiction  of  the  Marquis"  Orders.  The  Salt  i 
Eiim  near  Good  Bridge  is  the  property  of  the  Continent  &  was  remove( 
from  Petersburg  on  the  Enemy's  approach —    *  * 

*  *  "I  have  lost  my  sorrel  horse" — 

The  people  in  this  Country  dont  like  people  that  they  cant  understand 
so  well  as  they  used  to  do — I  fear  the  Marquis  may  loose  his  credit- 
Deserters, — British — Cringing  Dutchmen,  &  busy  little  Frenchmen  swam 
about  Hd.  Quarters — The  People  do  not  love  French  men;  every  persoi 
they  cant  understand  they  take  for  a  French  man — Our  Army  is  in  th< 
neighborhood  of  this  place — I  dont  understand  the  cause,  of  this  move 
ment. 

I  am  yr:  most  Obedt.  hble.  Servt. 

"Is  it  not  a  matter  of  estonish  to  you  that  no  certain  "accounts  can  be 
had  respecting  Ld.  Cornwallace  &  the  movements  of  the  Army  undei 
his  Commd — From  my  Soul  I  believe  that  'tis  matter  of  doubt  with  oui 
Genls.  whether  Cornwallace  is  at  Petersburg  or  Halifax — A  little  fellow 
by  name  Joell,  &  a  deserter  from  the  British  with  a  full  stock  of  impu- 
dence &  with  some  little  knowledge  in  drawing  like  Colo.  Senf,  has  pro- 
cured himself  the  Command  of  the  first  Troops  in  Brent's  Corps — I 
don't  know  what  they  call  them,  perhaps  waisters  of  the  public  stores— 
This  Joell  will  have  the  rank  of  Major — I  think  the  time  will  shortly 
come,  when  it  will  be  disgraceful  to  rank  above  a  Captain — 

Major  Mitchell  &  the  Officers  taken  at  Petersburg  are  sent  to  New 
York.  Every  person,  in  future  captivated  by  the  British,  will  be  sent 
to  the  West  Indies — this  we  have  from  under  Arnold's  hand — I  saw  it"— 


H.  Y- 


"Commissary  Graves  will  be  at  the  Point  of  Fork  to  regulate  that 
department." 


Thomas  Warman  to  Col:  Davies. 


Albemarle        Eequesting  instructions   as   to   enlisting  prisoners;    some  of  whom 
^°-         have  applied  to  iim  for  that  purpose — 


May  21st 

Beaverdam 
Church. 


G.  "Wilson,  Surgeon  to  Genl:  Hospital. 

Encloses  to  Col:  Davies  an  Inventory  of  medical  stores  wanted;  of 
which  he  is  totally  dcstitute-The  Vinegar,  rice  &  molassas  particularly 
needed— The  Beef  he  gets,  is  "so  very  bad  it  affords  little  or  no  nourish- 
ment"—After  examining  the  neighborhood  of  Goochland  Court  House, 
he  has  established  the  hospital  at  Beaverdam  Church,  a  high  and  healthy 
place,  where  he  thinks  the  sick  will  soon  recover 
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W.  North,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Baron  Steuben,  to  the  Conductor  or  1781. 

THE  Wagon  Train.  May  22d 

Ordering  him  to  transport  the  Arms  brought  by  him  from  Philadel-  Pt.  of  Pork 
phia,  to  Albemarle  Old  Court  House,  with  all  possible  dispatch. 


Capt:  Wm.  Lewis  to  Capt:  James  Maxwell  at  Eichmond.  May  22d 

The  Vessels  are  in  want  of  Powder,  Match  Eope,  Cartridge  paper  and  Renown,  off 
Grape  shot — ,  and  have  only  one  day's  provisions  on  hand — Wishes  the  ""^  ^^ 
Governor  would  appoint  a  Commissary  for  the  fleet — He  finds  it  very 
difficult  to  keep  his  own  crew;  but  how  much  more  is  this  the  case  with 
those  of  the  other  vessels,  especially  as  they  have  not  had  a  drop  of 
spirits  since  they  eniered  the  service — Mrs.  Eeaves,  he  hears  has  rum 
for  sale — Eegrets  to  trouble  him  about  these  matters,  but  unless  they 
are  better  supplied,  all  the  men  will  leave. 


Co. 


Col:    Elias   Paston    to    the   County   Lieut;    of    Prederick — "pr:     May  22d 

Express." 
"Dear  Sir, 

We  are  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  troubling  you  for  Hampshire 
your  assistance  immediately.  I  received  an  Express  just  now  from  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  this  County,  for  as  many  men  as  can  be  had, 
not  at  any  Eate,  less  than  three  hundred  from  Frederick  County.  Col: 
Vanmeter  recommends  that  they  who  can,  be  mounted,  may  immedi- 
ately mount  &  come  on  &  the  Foot  to  follow  as  quick  as  Possible.  We 
look  upon  it,  that  our  lives  &  Fortunes  are  in  danger  of  being  taken,  we 
don't  know  how  soon — Yesterday  the  militia  of  this  county  march'd  to 
Capt;  Stumps;  there  made  a  halt,  and  sent  a  party  of  light  Horse  to  see 
what  Discoveries  they  could  make  about  Jacob  Brake's  Mill  on  the  South 
Fork,  they  were  repuls'd  by  a  fire  &  got  off  without  any  Loss,  & 
brought  with  them  two  prisoners — they  can't  make  any  Discovery  of 
the  number  of  the  Enemy.  I  understood  by  one  Powel  who  came  from 
Clapoles,  on  the  Lost  river  (the  Comander  of  the  Tories)  that  he 
expected  by  last  night  to  command  one  thousand  men — Col:  Yanmeter, 
in  his  Express,  has  left  the  proceedings  in  a  great  measure  to  my  judg- 
ment, &  I  think  the  only  sure  Eemmedy  to  apply,  would  be  to  prevail 
upon  Genl ;  Morgan  to  take  a  Tower  amongst  them,  which  seems  to  be 
their  chief  Eesin — they  are  daily  dareing  him.  The  People  of  this 
County,  who  are  our  Friends,  are  so  much  connected,  as  well  as  related, 
that  they  are,  on  these  accts  very  bacward  to  turn  out,  so  that  the  wel- 
fare of  our  wives  &  children  seems  greatly  to  depend  upon  your  Imme- 
15 
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1781.       diate  Assistance,     they  threaten,  if  successful,  to  kill  Men,  Women  & 
May  22d     Children.     I  shall  leave  you  to  consider  the  deplorable  situation  of  your 
Suffering  Friends  &  Neighbours—" 

"N.  B.     Let  the  men  be  oflScer'd  &  well  arm'd." 

Capt :  Beall,  the  Bearer,  has  seen  the  Express  &  can  inform  you  more 
particularly  the  contents  thereof — " 


May  23d     David  Eoss  TO   CoL:  Wm.   Davies,  at  Albemarle  Old  Court  House. 

Pt.  of  Pork  A  large  quantity  of  valuable  stores  have  been  lost  at  Petersburg, 
through  "the  villiany  &  carelessness  of  the  waggoners,  conductors  & 
quarter  masters.  Hopes  the  parties  concerned  will  be  brought  "to  con- 
dign punishment."  Benjamin  Baker  of  JSTansemond  particularly  repre- 
hensible, in  as  much  as  he,  according  to  agreement,  was  to  have  fur- 
nished to  Mr.  Crew,  an  officer  and  twelve  men  as  a  guard,  but  never 
sent  a  man — Col:  "Walker  of  Dinwiddle  also  refused  to  furnish  Baird 
with  a  guard. — Asks  where  the  Leather  has  been  sent,  as  he  desires  the 
Currier  to  come  and  dress  it  for  use  at  once — The  Baron  will  probably 
allow  him  to  have  many  of  the  Continental  Artificers,  if  applied  to. 


May  23d  Capt  :   H.  YouNG  TO   CoL :   Wm.   Davies   at   Charlottesville. 

"Dr.  Sir, 
Richmond  My  difficulties  and  misfortunes  are  without  number;  I  have 

lost  my  Horses,  I  fear  they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  and 
what  is  still  worse,  I  fear  John,  my  faithfull  Servant  will  share  the  same 
fate.  Capt :  Eoane  has  been  once  supplied  with  every  thing  necessary 
for  the  removal  of  the  Cannon  at  Taylor's  Ferry,  his  wants  are  at  this 
time  nearly  as  great  as  at  first — the  Canilon  are  at  or  near  the  place  they 
were  at  first — I  fear  they  will  be  lost — Mr.  Southall  is  at  Charlottesville 
before  this  time.  I  shall  set  out  for  the  Point  of  Fork,  as  soon  as  I  can 
hear  something  of  my  Horses;  in  the  mean  time,  I  have  given  such 
directions  about  the  Canoes  as  I  thought  best — One  day  I  receive  orders 
from  ten  persons,  the  next  day  they  are  countermanded  by  twenty — I 
fear  this  regular  confusion  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  will  end 
in  our  total  ruin — 

Poore  Majr.  Goodo — I  speak  of  that  good  man,  with  heart  felt 
compassion — Yesterday  at  noon,  he  was  surpris'd  near  Osborne's — his 
party  consisted  of  150  men,  thirty  of  whom  are  Prisoners,  except  three 
that  were  killed — Was  it  not  my  dear  Sir,  cruel  to  post  so  good  a  man 
m  the  neighborhood  of  the  Enemy  with  a  handfull  of  men,  and  not  allow 
him  a  single  videt  for  security — -The  Enemy  were  conducted  by  a  villian 
that  Colo.  Goode  had  posted  on  the  loading  road  from  Peters  Burg  to  his 
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encampment,  by  which  means  the  Pickets  were  avoided,  and  the  party       1781. 
attacked  in  rear  and  on  each  flank  at  the  same  instant.     Do  apologise     May  23d 
for  Colo.  Goode — 'tis  hard  he  should  loose  a  well  earn'd  reputation — 

This  day  the  enemy  landed  (and  in  fource)  at  Westover.  a  large 
detachment  march'd  downward  from  this  place,  late  this  evening — I 
wish  the  Marquis  may  not  be  premature  in  his  movements.  Ld.  Corn- 
wallace  has  Join'd  Arnold ;  he  is  a  suttlo  fellow,  and  I  fear  will  be  too 
many  for  the  Marquis — I  am  not  a  general,  yet  I  think  &  fear  there  is 
danger  that  Cornwallace  will  get  above  the  Marquis,  if  so.  the  conse- 
quences are  fatal — 

Brown  is  seldom  hear.  I  have  talked  with  his  Assistant  some  time 
ago,  and  cautioned  him  to  make  his  Issues  in  such  a  manner  as  to  Justify 
a  charge  against  the  Continent — I  will  send  up  the  Carpenters  immedi- 
ately— The  arrival  of  the  Arms  you  mention,  is  a  great  thing — I  wish 
those,  comeing  on  were  hear  &  Genl:  Wayne  with  them — I  fear  those 
Irish  Tillians  have  again  mutined — I  have  this  instant  receiv'd  a  mes- 
sage from  Capt:  Eoane  by  Let:  Vallentine — I  find  Horses,  Gears,  and 
many  other  things  are  wanted  for  the. removal  of  the  Cannon,  that  I 
can't,  in  a  short  time,  furnish.  I  have  directed  Capt:  Eoane  to  have  the 
Cannon  sunk  in  the  Eiver,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  we  may  with  ease, 
get  them  up  again — I  have  directed  that  skidds  be  put  under  them  to 
prevent  their  sinking  in  the  Sand — I  wish  you  may  approve  this  step, 
it  is  the  only  one  I  cou'd  devise  to  secure  the  Cannon,  as  Vallentine 
assured  me  it  wou'd  take  three  months  to  remove  them  to  a  place  of 
security,  provided  they  had  eveiy  convenience — 
I  am  your  unshaken  friend." 


David  Eoss  to  Governor  Jefferson,  Albemarle.  May  23d 

"Sir, 

I  am  just  now  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  21st.  I  expected  Pt.  of  Pork 
the  waggons  would  have  come  to  this  place,  in  consequence  of  what 
your  Excellency  mentioned  to  me,  and  the  instructions  which  I  had 
lodged  at  Fredericksburg  for  the  waggoners — Orders  had  been  given  by 
the  Baron  to  deliver  the  arms  ■  at  the  barracks,  other  orders  to  deliver 
them  at  the  time,  and  lastly  to  deliver  them  at  the  old  Courthouse.  •  this 
latter  Station  he  fixes  upon,  and  has  given  orders  accordingly  for  the 
arms  to  be  carried  there  to-morrow — The  cloathing  and  other  stoves  I 
think  had  better  be  stored  here,  and  I  have  directed  the  bearer  to  do  so, 
unless  you  order  it  otherwise — I  have  engaged  Mr.  Eichard  Mathies  to 
inspect,  pack  &  prize  the  hemp  in  the  several  Counties,  and  to  employ 
waggons,  that  it  may  be  fowarded  to  Philadelphia  immediately.  The 
inspecting  and  prizing  the  hemp  is  very  necessary,  and  can  only  be  done 
by  people  of  some  experience  in  the  business.  Wherefore  I  think  it  will 
be  best  to  load  those  waggons  with  the  rope  yarns  &  hemp  which  I 
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1781.       saved  from  the  Works  at  "Warwick  before  the  Enemy  got  there.   I  don't 
May  23d     know  but  there  is  a  sufft.  quantity  to  load  the  whole  of  them  with  the 
hemp  in  this  county. — if  so  it  will  be  best  not  to  interfere  with  the  ope- 
rations of  Mr.  Mathies — I  expect  to  engage  all  these  waggons  to  return 
here  again,  with  the  other  arms  which  are  now  ready. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  short  state  of  the  case  relative  to  the  stores  at 
Petersburg.  This  is  a  most  provoking  transaction,  and  I  hope  the  sev- 
eral persons  concerned  in  it  will  be  punished  for  their  conduct. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  by  Colo.  Senf — I  shall  send  to 
the  most  likely  places  for  procuring  saddles  immediately,  but  am  appre- 
hensive it  will  take  some  time  to  procure  any  considerable  number  of 
them. 

I  do  not  know  where  Mr.  Armstead  has  carried  his  stores — I  wish 
some  place  was  appointed,  where  things  should  be  collected — I  fear  there 
are  many  things  lost,  and  others  much  wanted,  and  not  known  that  they 
are  on  hand. 

The  Baron  wants  Blankets,  and  many  other  articles  for  the  equipment 
of  the  new  recruits.  He  also  wants  some  stores  for  himself  which  he 
begs  me  procure  for  him — I  hinted  that  your  order  should  be  obtained 
for  them — he  said  he  would  give  a  wari'ant  for  the  money,  and  seemed 
much  hurt  at  my  requiring  any  other  security — his  demands  are  mode- 
rate, and  I  believe  it  will  be  best  to  comply  with  them. 
I  am  Sir, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant." 


May  23d  Genl  :  Geo  :  EoGERs  Clarke  to  the  Governoe  of  Va. 

"Sir, 

Tohogania  A  few  days  past  I  received  dispatches  from  the  Illinois,  Kantuck 

&c  of  a  late  date.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  near  100,- 
000  lbs.  of  Beef  at  the  Kantucky  is  spoilt  by  the  persons  who  Engag'd 
to  procure  it.  About  the  same  quantity  on  hand  Excellent  good,  and 
250  head  of  cattle  promis'd  by  the  inhabitants.  The  Indians  have  done 
considerable  damage  there.  The  Enclosed  copies  are  all  that  is  worth 
your  notice  from  the  Illinois,  but  what  you  already  knew  of  by  former 
letters  from  that  country. 

You  wHl  see  the  measures  that  have  been  taken  Respecting  Shannon 
and  Moore  and  the  Issue.  Colo.  Broadhead  would  not  agree  to- suffer 
Colo.  Gibson's  Regiment  to  go  on  the  Expedition,  as  he  said  he  could 
not  answer  for  it.  I  have  wrote  to  Genl:  Washington  in  consequence 
as  pr:  Enclosed  Copies.  The  Continental  Officers  &  Soldiers  of  this 
Department  to  a  man,  is  anxious  for  the  Expedition  suppos'd  against 
the  Indians.  The  Country  in  general  wishing  it  to  take  place,  but  too 
few  thinks  of  going,  and  so  great  a  contrast  between  the  people  of  the 
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two  States  in  this  Quarter  that  no  Method  can  be  taken  to  force  them  1781. 
to  war.  We  are  taking  Every  Step  in  our  power  to  Eaise  volunteers.  May  23d 
What  number  we  shall  git  I  cant  as  yet  Guess.  I  doubt  too  few.  The 
disappointment  of  seven  hundred  men  from  Berkeley  &  Hampshire  I 
am  afraid  is  too  great  a  stroke  to  recover,  as  in  fact  the  greatest  part  of 
this  Country  is  in  subordination  neither  to  Pennsylvania  or  Virga.  Gerl : 
Washington  informs  me  that  he  had  received  information  that  Col:  Con- 
nelly hadleft  New  Nork  with  a  design  to  make  a  diversion  in  the  Coun- 
tries to  be  reinforced  by  Sir:  John  Johnson  in  Kanady.  I  doubt  Sr.  we 
shall  as  usual  be  obliged  to  play  a  desparate  game  this  Campaign.  If 
we  had  the  2000  men  first  propos'd,  such  Intelligence  would  give  me 
pleasure.  The  greatest  part  of  our  stores  have  come  to  hand,  the 
Remainder  I  shortly  expect.  By  the  greatest  Exertions  and  your  timely 
supplies  of  money  we  have  the  boats  and  provisions  Expected  in  this 
Quarter  nearly  compleat.  I  propose  to  leave  thjs  about  the  15th  of 
June,  if  we  can  Imbody  a  sufficient  number  of  men  by  that  time.  I  do 
not  yet  despair  of  seeing  the  propos'd  object  on  tolerable  terms,  although 
our  circumstances  is  Rather  gloomy.  Colo.  Crockett  and  Regt.  ariv'd  a 
few  days  past,  who  Informed  me  that  a  Company  or  two  Volunteers 
might  be  expected  from  Frederick  &  Berkley — I  am  sorry  we  are  so  cir- 
cumstanced as  to  be  glad  to  Receive  them. 
I  have  the  Hour. 

to  be  with  great  Esteem 

Tour  Devoted  Servt — " 


J.  Maukt  to  David  Ross  at  Point  of  Pork,  by  Mr.  F.  Maury.        May  24th 

"Dear  Sir, 

Not  having  been  able  to  procure  the  money,  Horse  or  Servant  Richmond 
for  my  Journey  to  Hampton,  I  am  still  here.  General  Cornwallis  too, 
in  the  Interim,  having  reached  Petersburg,  I  am  anxious  of  making 
another  application  for  my  Vessell.  It  occurring  to  me  also,  that  every 
obstacle  to  negociating  for  the  permission  of  sending  Tobaccoe  to  our 
prisoners,  being  now  removed,  the  Governor  would  willingly  endeavor 
to  have  it  effected  here,  by  which,  much  time,  much  trouble  &  much 
Expence  would  be  saved — No  misunderstanding  as  yet,  between  the 
opposite  Commapders — 

The  Marquis  sent  in  a  Flag,  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  a  passport 
from  Congress  for  the  Vessell  loaded  with  necessaries  for  the  Convention 
Troops — Which  Flag  Lord  Cornwallis  admitted,  notwithstanding  it  so 
soon  followed  after  the  affronts  received  by  his  predecessor.  We  have 
now  some  Tobaccoe  &  some  Vessells,  which  we  can  call  our  own — If  you 
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1781.       think  as  I  do,  pray  urge  these  considerations  with  his  Excellency  &  send 
May  24th    the  Bearer,  my  Brother,  with  your  Dispatches  to  him."       *  * 

"I  refer  you  to  ray  brother  for  the  news — 
I  am  with  much  regard, 

Dr  Sir 
Yr:  very  humble  Servant" 


May  24th 

Albemarle 
Barracks 


Geo:  Rice  to  Col:  Davies  at  Charlottesville. 

The  Counties  of  Rockbridge,  Rockingham,  Shenandoah,  and  Albe- 
marle have  delivered  their  wagons  and  Teams  to  him  at  this  place,  and 
he  had,  by  order  of  Major  Claborne,  sent  them  to  Richmond,  some  time 
ago — Culpeper  County  sent  its  wagon  to  Fredericksburg — Greenbrier, 
Amherst,  Orange,  Fluvanna  and  Augusta  so  far  as  he  knows,  have  made 
no  deliveiy — The  arms  referred  to,  by  Colo.  Taylor,  were  never  received 
by  him,  but  were  taken  in  charge  by  the  Regimental  Quarter  Master. 


May  25th 


Hanover 
Town 


J.  JSTelson,  Major  Va.  L.  Dragoons,  to  Gov.  Jefferson. 
"Sir, 

The  reduced  situation  of  my  Corps,  has  induced  the  Marquis  to 
order  me  to  this  Place,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  Horses  &  geting 
equiped  as  fast  as  possible :  to  exj)edite  which  Capt :  Read  will  wait  upon 
your  Excellency  with  a  state  of  our  wants,  to  obtain  orders  for  what  is 
necessary.  When  I  had  the  honor  to  see  your  Excellency  at  Wilton, 
you  told  me  I  should  be  furnished  with  what  I  wanted ;  to  prevent  Loss 
of  Time  upon  this  occasion,  I  made  application  to  Mr.  Ross  in  Rich- 
mond, who  furnished  me  with  two  Hundred  prs.  of  Over  alls  &  one  Hun- 
dred Stable  Waistcoats  of  Light  Canvis,  upon  a  promise  from  me  to 
obtain  an  Order  from  you  for  them;  he  has  also  sent  out  Agents  to  pro- 
cure Boots,  Spurs  &  Curry  Combs  for  us. 

As  to  our  Saddles  &  Bridles,  they  were  never  good  for  Any  thing — 
tho'  I  shall  have  as  many  fitted  up  as  possible,  but  it  will  be  better  to 
have  a  new  Set  made  complete,  as  what  we  have,  with  all  the  Jiepairs 
we  can  give  them,  will  not  last  long;  &  to  let  you  know  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  Horses,  they  were  never  fit  for  Dragoons  &  are  so  much 
worn  down  with  hard  service,  that  I  should  despair  of  geting  many  of 
them  in  Order  in  Six  Months,  &  when  in  the  best  Plight,  they  are  only 
fit  for  Express  &  Waggon  Horses — The  Marquis  has  ordered  some  to  be 
purchased  on  Continental  Acct" —     *  *  *  * 

Capt :  Read  has  not  been  able  to  purchase  a  single  horse  at  the  price 
he  was  limited  to." — They  have  become  so  scarce,  that  they  are  not  to  be 
had  under  a  great  price;  indeed  it  is  not  a  Time  to  think  of  what  a 
Horse  costs,  when  the  Enemy  are  outnumbering  us  so  much  in  Cavalry. 
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If  your  Excellency  thinks  proper  to  have  the  Horses  purchased,  &  will        1781. 
send  mo  either  money  or  Instructions  to  get  them,  I  will  soon  do  it,  as    May  25th 
no  one  is  so  much  interested  in  geting  good  ones  as  myself,  &  there  is  a 
saving  to  the  Country  in  every  Horse  purchased  by  an  Officer,  as  Indi- 
viduals expect  to  be  paid  for  their  Trouble. 

The  Behaviour  of  Capt:  Fearer,  in  absenting  himself  so  long  from 
service,  without  Leave,  has  determined  all  the  Officers,  never  to  serve 
with  him — I  must  request  therefore,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  send 
Lieut:  Armstead  a  Captain's  Commission  &  at  the  same  time  a  Blank 
Cornet's  Commission  for  a  very  deserving  young  man."       *  * 

*  *  *  "I  have  writ  to  the  Assembly  for  Per- 

mission to  recruit  one  Hundred  Infantry  to  be  joined  to  my  Corps,  & 
hope  to  have  the  Assistance  of  his  Excellency,  as  I  have  it  much  at 
Heart  to  take  the  Field  with  a  Corps  that  may  render  some  service. — " 

With  great  respect  &  esteem,  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be.  Sir, 

Yr:  most  obt.  hble.  Servant — " 

"P.  S. — Since  writing,  I  have  been  informed  by  the  Officers  that  they 
will  not  draw  their  pay  at  forty  for  one — as  the  Quarter  Masters  & 
others  have  been  paid  at  Eighty  for  one  &  some  even  higher.'' 


Benj :  Clark  of  Lunenburg  Co.  and  John  Clark  of  Caroline  Co.  bailed  May  25th 
in  the  penalty  of  the  payment  of  Twenty  Thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco,  Richmond 
to  appear  before  the  Executive  Council  of  Virginia,  when  called  on,  &c  &c. 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies  at  Albemarle  Old  Court  House.  May  25th 

"Writes  to  inform  him,  Capt:  Peyton  can  be  furnished  with  leather,  Pt.  of  Fork 
and  that  he  sends  oiF  Mr.  Burton  for  the  shoe  thread — The  French  Can- 
vas of  which  he  has  a  large  supply,  and  which  he  thought  would  suit 
for  "Frocks"  proves  too  thick" — Eecommends,  in  view  of  the  great 
scarcity  of  goods,  that  it  be  made  into  "short  coats"  for  the  men;  he 
has  some  "blue  frize"  which  will  do  for  facings — Concludes  "Tarlton 
surprised  the  Chesterfield  Militia  on  the  23d  &  took  a  number  of  them, 
some  reports  say  200,  &  others  about  half  that  number — -Colo.  Goode  is 
not  taken" —  • 


Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Davibs,  Charlottesville.  May  25th 

In  accordance  with  his  orders,  sends  up  his  Marquee;  presented  the    Albemarle 
order  to  Capt:  Eussell  for  the  thin  duck  to  mend  it,  which  he  refused  to    ^^^  *-'•  ^' 
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1781.  deliver  without  the  Baron's  Order — The  latter  arrived  here  yesterc 
May  25th  and  is  miwh  displeased  with  the  situation,  and  has  sent  Capts :  Fe; 
and  Kirkpatrick  to  reconnoitre  a  place  eight  miles  up  the  river  where 
intends  moving  the  Troops,  if  they  report  favorably — Desires  to  kn 
whether  ho  is  to  move  with  the  Troops,  as  he  is  getting  tired  of  t] 
employment,"  and  is  anxious  to  be  settled  where  he  can  get  to  work. 


May  26th  Capt:  H.  Young  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Davies  at  Charlottesville. 

"Dr.  Sir, 
Mr.  Boiling's  I  left  Eichmond  the  evening  before  the  last — Our  army  v 

then  in  motion  ;  and  intended  to  take  post  on  the  hights  beyond  W 
ston's  bridge — 11,  miles  above  Eichmond. 

I  am  totally  ignorant  with  respect  to  the  movements  of  the  Enei 
and  I  wish  it  may  not  be  the  case  at  lid.  Quarters — I  have  herd  tl 
the  Enemy  march'd  into  Eichmond  yesterday ;  whether  Horse  or  fo 
I  can't  learn,  but  I  suppose  Horse — as  I  have  also  understood  that  Co: 
Wallace  has  taken  a  right  hand  road  near  Westover,  that  leads  by  Hi 
over  Courthouse. 

I  think  the  militia  are  as  much  intimidated  as  ever  I  saw  a  roul 
army.  Should  the  Marquis  even  attempt  to  skirmish  with  the  Bnei 
we  are  ruined,  as  their  superiority  in  Cavalry  will  consequently  foui 
him  to-a  general  action — I  think  it  may  be  depended  upon,  that  Eodd 
(Eawden)  has  evacuated  Camden — Lee  &  Sumpter  are  in  his  front 
G.  Greene  in  his  rear — people  are  very  sanguine,  and  suppose  ' 
impossible  that  Eodden  can  make  good  his  Eetreat.  We  have  a  gr< 
deal  of  Uropcan  intelligence — jou  will  judge>  of  its  authenticity — I 
G.  Gordon  is  at  the  head  of  a  Eebble  Army  in  Scotland — Genl:  Clint 
has  evacuated  New  York  &  has  orders  to  repair  to  Scotland  with  : 
army,  to  oppose  the  rebbles  there.  Gibraltar  has  fallen;  this  acct.  con 
by  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Cooper  from  his  correspt.  either  in  Europe  or  t 
West  Indies — I  shall  be  at  the  Point  of  Fork  this  evening,  where  I  sh 
remain  until  the  stores  are  remov'd  from  thence — I  shall  be  glad  of  yc 
advice  in  the  fulest  manner  relative  to  the  stores,  &  whether  you  do  i 
think  it  will  be  advisable  that  Anderson,  with  his  men  remain  at  t 
Point  as  long  as  possible,  as  arms  are  much  wanted,  and  as  his  remo^ 
will  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  render  any  service  for  a  considoral 
time— A  few  canoes  may  be  kept  at  the  Point  to  take  off  Mr.  Anderso 
Tools  *  the  Arms  that  will  be  kept  to  repair."  *  * 

"I  found  my  horse  in  King- William,  and  the  fellow  who  had  h 

refused  to  give  him  up— I  wish  I  was  Dictator  for  1.  day,  I  would  p 

'      scribe  every  person  in  the  State  of  suspicious  caracter— I  am  not  a  n 

man,  but  should  my  horse  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  by  means 

his  being  detained  by  that  villian,  if  God  spares  me,  I  will  assassini 
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him,  if  I  can't  satisfaction  by  law,  which  I  don't  expect.     Colo.  Bland       1781. 
is  and  shall  be  our  next  Governor,  let  the  Assembly  know  my  determi-    May  26tli 
nation. 

I  am  my  Dr.  Sir,  your  steady  frd.  &  Servt — " 


David  Eoss  sends  to  Col :  Davies,  at  Albemarle  Old  C.  House,  a  speci-    May  26ih 
men  canvas  coat ;  which  he  thinks  will  do  very  well  for  the  troops  but  Pt.  of  Fork 
thinks  "the  make  of  it  may  be  improved  upon." 


David  Eoss  to  the  Governor  at  Charlottesville. 

He  encloses  the  letter  from  Mr.  James  Maury  by  the  bearer  his    May  26th 
brother,  for  his  Excellency's  perusal — Every  thing  necessary  for  his  Pt.  of  Pork 
embarking  has  been  furnished  him,  and  he  will  sail  from  the  Eastern 
Shore,  if  there  is  any  trouble  about  his  getting  off  from  Hampton — he 
has  received  £10,000  to  pay  his  expences  and  lay  in  provisions  for  the 
voyage — 

A  letter  from  the  Marquis  requires  his  going  at  once  to  Eichmond, 
but  he  will  return  in  two  days — The  greatest  part  of  the  Powder  belong- 
ing to  the  State  is  now  at  Point  of  Fork  under  Guard  of  Seven  men — 

Mr.  Anderson  can  now  repair  about  one  hundred  muskets  a  week, 
but  in  a  few  days,  this  number  will  be  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 


Major  John  Prtor,  C.  Genl:  Mil:  Stores— to  Col:  Davies.  May  26tli 

After  making  proper  appointments  of  Field  Commissaries  of  Mil:  Col.  Cabell'i 
Stores  in -the  Marquis  Army,  and  leaving  Mr.  Smith  his  Deputy  at  Eich- 
mond, he  set  out  with  a  Field  Comy:  of  Mil:  Stores  for  Genl:  Greene's 
Army,  by  way  of  Point  of  Fork,  and  the  Old  Court  House  to  Prince 
Edward,  in  order  to  prepare  a  supply  of  Ammunition  &c  to  be  taken  to 
Genl:  Greene  by  the  Comy:  of  Mil:  Stores;  and  to  have  the  Laboratory 
&  Magazine  at  that  place,  removed,  for  fear  of  the  Enemy's  partizan 
corps,  there  being  no  force  in  that  quarter  to  resist  them.  He  has  fre- 
quently ordered  Mr.  Porter  to  remove  the  stores  in  his  charge  at  Car- 
ter's Ferry  to  Point  of  Fork,  but  it  had  not  been  done,  and  he  found  at 
"the  Old  Co.  House  some  ammunition  he  had  directed  him  to  send  down 
immediately  to  the  Army.  The  Continental  and  State  Military  Stores 
are  so  mixed  that  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate  between  them,  but 
upon  his  return,  he  will  suggest  measures  to  have  them  seperated  and 
collected  at  fewer  points,  in  charge  of  a  requisite  number  of  Officers. 

16 
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1781.      Wm.  Constable,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Lafayette,  to  Gov:  Jeffeeson 

May  26th     ,,jy^    gj^.^ 

Richmond  The  returns  of  the  men  coming  from  the  different  Counties,  ] 

have  not  yett  been  able  to  obtain,  as  soon  as  they  are  made  out,  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  inclosing  them. 

By  Genl:  Lawson's  letter  herewith  sent,  your  Excellency  will  lean 
the  small  progress  he  has  made : "  *  *  * 

"Baron  de  Steuben  informs  me  that  only  two  men  had  been  employed 
in  repairing  the  damaged  Arms.  No  doubt  this  matter,  on  being  repre- 
sented by  the  Baron  has  been  enquired  into,  and  every  man  sett  to  work, 
who  cou'd  possibly  be  procured. 

The  Times  of  the  Militia  expires  daily,  and  they  are  discharged,  but 
very  few  come  in  to  supply  their  place — one  Company  of  Biflemen  only 
have  arriv'd,  the'  they  might  be  very  usefully  employed. 

Very  few  Horses  have  been  impressed — I  hope  your  Excellency,  and 
the  Couneill  will  give  some  Orders  on  this  head. 

Capt:  Davenport  who  just  now  returns  from  Amelia  &  Brunswick, 
assures  me  that  by  impressing  every  fourth  Horse,  we  shou'd  be  able  to 
•  raise  200  is  those  Counties — We  are  in  the  utmost  want  of  Cavalry,  the 
Enemy's  great  superiority  in  Horse,  giving  them  such  advantage  ovei 
us,  that  they  have  it  almost  in  their  power  to  over  run  the  County,  in 
spight  of  all  our  efforts — 

You  will  observe  by  Colo.  White's  memo,  inclosed,  that  there  are  5C 
of  the  1st  Eegt.  at  Staunton.  Cou'd  we  mount  those  and  Nelson's 
Corps,  who  are  at  Hanover,  getting  Cloathing  made  up,  it  wou'd  be  a 
great  acquisition ;  as  our  whole  force  in  Cavalry  at  present  is  about  60, 
and  the  Enemy  have  500  Horse — the  mounted  militia  are  all  gone  home, 
except  Capt:  Eoyall  whose  time  is  out  next  thursday — notwithstanding 
positive  orders  to  the  contrary,  they  have  carried  of  their  Accoutre- 
ments, which  has  incapacitated  us  from  mounting  others."  *  *  * 
*  *  *  "Lord  Comwallis  arrived  at  Petersbo.  the  20th— th« 
23d  Col:  Tarleton,  with  300  Horse  of  his  Legion,  profiting  by  the  very 
heavy  rain,  which  rendered  the  Centinells'  arms  unfltt  to  fire,  and  hav 
ing  intercepted  the  Videtts,  surprised  a  party  of  militia  in  Chesterfield 
about  2  miles,  S.  W.  of  Col:  Cary's  Mill— they  killed  six,  and  took  aboui 
40  Prisoners— 24th,  the  British  evacuated  Petersbo.  and  destroyed  th« 
Bridge  they  had  constructed  on  Appomattox,  they  marched  to  Maycox 
and  crossed  about  1000  Men,  that  Evening  to  Westover— the  next  day 
they  were  employed  in  crossing  the  rest  of  their  Army— Same  nigh1 
were  sent  off  our  Stores  &  Baggage.  Had  Genl:  Wayne  joined  m< 
(who  writes  20th  from  York  town  that  he  would  march  the  23d)  1 
should  certainly  have  disputed  the  heights  of  Eichmond,  with  them 
but  in  my  present  situation,  I  dare  hardly  risk  the  smallest  matter,  oui 
opposition  must  be  only  such  as  will  check  Ld.  Comwallis,  withoui 
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giving  him  an  opty.  of  irigaging  us  further  than  We  wish,  or  than  pru-       1781. 
dence  will  justify — Mr.  Day,  A.  Q.  M.  at  Wmsburg  writes,  informing  of    May  26th 
a  Fleet  having  passed  Jas:  Town,  the  22d,  but  of  this  your  Excellency 
will  have  the  fullest  intelligence  from  Mr.  Travers,  who  view'd  them 
himself — 

The  Marquis  sett  oW  at  noon,  to  reconnoitre  Brook's  Bridge — as  He 
has  sent  in  Orders  to  move  on  the  Troops  to  that  place,  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  sending  your  Excy.  this  rough  Copy,  as  it  may  afford  some  little 
intelligence — the  Inclosures  mention'd  are  not  to  be  come  at — We  learn 
from  Phila.  and  from  Gnl:  Waye's  letter,  that  10  Sail  of  the  line  and 
3000  Troops  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook  about  the  13th — Genl:  Sumner 
writes,  that  report  says  Ld.  Rawden  evacuated  Camden." 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  Highest  respect 

your  Bxcy's  most  Hble  Servt — 


Col:  Era:  Taylor  to  Gov:  Jefferson,  in  Albemarle  Co.  May  26th 

He  had  written  on  the  16th  inst:  in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Ofllcers,  Winchester 
ordered  by  Colo.  Wood,  to  act  upon  the  case  of  the  State  guards.  These 
are  now  all  discharged,  and  only  a  small  body .  of  militia  are  now  on 
duty  at  the  Barracks  near  that  place.  A  very  few  men  and  all  the 
oflScers  of  the  State  Regiment,  remain  at  Winchester,  who  should  be  at 
once  discharged — The  arms  of  the  men  were  sent  to  Albemarle  Barracks 
by  order  of  Capt:  Porter;  but  One  hundred  and  sixty  stand  are  left,  one 
hundred  &  forty  of  which,  he  has  allowed  the  County  Lieutenant  of  Fred- 
erick to  take,  to  arm  some  of  the  Militia  who  are  to  march  against  a 
body  of  Tories  in  Hampshire;  to  be  returned  when  the  expedition  is 
ended — 

He  will  send  a  return  of  clothing  drawn  by  the  men  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble— Col:  Wood  has  gone  to  Maryland,  and  will  probably  not  return 
before  the  arrival  of  an  Express,  sent  by  him  to  Congress — 


David  Ross  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  May  27th 

He  thinks  a  large  part  of  the  powder  at  this  place  should  be  removed,  Ft.  of  Pork 
at  once,  as  the  risk  is  too  great  to  have  so  much  at  one  point  "in  an 
insufficient  house  <St  only  a  guard  of  seven  men" — The  Quarter  Master 
is  collecting  canoes  and  wagons,  and  application  is  made  to  the  neighbor- 
ing Counties  for  all  the  aid  they  can  furnish — 

Mr.  Price  &  Capt:  Davenport  are  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  taking 
off , the  powder,  with  strict  injunctions  as  to  caution  and  care — 
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1781.  Mr.  Dyer  will  furnish  an  account  of  the  ready  made  clothing  &c— The 

May  2Yth  cloth  coats  issued  to  the  soldiers  will  all  be  worn  out  before  the  fall  or 
lost— He  gave  out  the  day  before  Canvass  enough  to  make  a  short  coat 
"for  a  tryal,  with  some  blue  frize  to  face  it"— Had  it  boiled  in  lye  and 
washed  to  soften  and  shrink  it,  before  being  made  up— it  will  be  too 
thick  for  the  Season,  but  more  agreable  than  woolen  cloth— A  supply  of 
leather  can  be  had  here,  and  shoe  thread  from  the  back  Country— has 
ordered  plank  to  be  gotten  to  box  up  what  may  be  left  in  the  Public 
Store— and  the  spirits  "to  be  filled  up;  there  has  been  great  abuses  in  this 
article"— Continues  "If  you  think  the  middle  Country  cannot  be 
defended,  'tis  highly  proper  to  have  the  Stores  removed  beyond  the 
Mountains— I  have  recommended  to  your  people  here  to  make  their 
movements  with  as  little  noise,  &  all  the  discretion  in  their  power— the 
people  at  present  are  really  panic  struck,  and  have  lost  much  of  their 
military  ardor— I  need  not  tell  you  the  force  of  imagination ;  if  an  idea 
goes  abroad  that  we  are  not  able  to  oppose  the  British,  it  will  have  an 
unhappy  effect,  indeed  this  seems  too  much  the  case  already.  My 
brother  writes  to  me  from  Bedford,  that  a  pretty  general  consternation 
«.  has  seized  the  people  there— I  have  expected  the  waggons  that  brotight 
the  arms  &  other  articles  from  Philadelphia  to  have  been  here  10  days 
ago,  in  order  to  have  carried  off  the  Cordage  at  Harris's  barn  to  Phila- 
delphia— by  their  repeatedly  stopping  the  Canoes  &  employing  them 
otherwise,  I  have  been  prevented  from  geting  it  brought  here — I  expect 
it  will  soon  be  lost — Pray  send  these  waggons  off  immediately  to  this 
place  if  they  have  not  already  started. — the  contradictory  orders  which 
they  have  received  has  distracted  &  detained  them  exceedingly — 

I  am  sent  for  to  Eichmond,  by  the  Marquis,  &  cannot  go,  til  these 
waggons  comes — I  shall  write  you  the  news  on  my  return — 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obt." 


May  27th    Stephen  Southall,  A.  Q.  Master — to  Col:  Wm.  Davies  at  Alb:  Old 

Co.  House. 
"Dear  Colo: 

Charlottes-  "  I  think  as  you  with  respect  to  the  danger  of  our  Stores  at  the  Point 
^'^^•^  of  Fork,  and  other  places  below  that,  and  wrote  Mr.  Price,  on  this  sub- 
ject, desiring  his  immediate  attention  to  the  removal  of  them  up  the 
river  as  far  as  Bent.  Henderson's* — I  have  .wrote  up  to  a  certain  McDon- 
noff,  who  lives  20  miles  distant  from  this  place,  at  the  foot  of  the  Moun- 
tain, but  have  not  received  his  answer  as  yet — however  when  the  stores 
comes  I  shall  go  up  myself  and  procure  good  Quarters  for  them — 

*Six  miles  South  West  of  Charlottesville. 
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Agreable  to  your  letter  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  to  wait  on  Mr.  Pat-       1781. 
teson,  but  he  not  being  at  home  (I  opened  the  letter  directed  to  him)    May  27th 
therefore  cou'd  not  go  by  his  advice,  but  am  sorry  that  my  long  Expe- 
rience in  life  has  taught  me  no  Wisdom  with  respect  to  my  duty — 

I  amediately  turned  out  on  the  arrival  of  your  letter,  tho'  I  had  used 
every  exertion  in  my  power  to  procure  Waggons,  by  writing  to  the 
principal  men  in  the  County,  for  their  aid,  &  to  Mr.  Key  the  Commn., 
whose  answer  I  have  not  received.  I  however  made  out  to  procure 
three  Waggons  without  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Patteson,  and  shall  imme- 
diately have  them  loaded,  with  orders  to  wait  on  you,  for  further 
Orders — I  have  it  in  thought  to  order  them  from  the  Court  bouse,  to 
the  Point  of  Fork,  to  bring  their  loads  to  this  place,  therefore  be  pleased 
to  Order  what  will  be  most  adviseable  to  be  brought.  I  think  Powder, 
as  they  have  two  good  Covers — I  think  the  arms  might  be  the  last 
article  brought  up,  as  Mr.  Anderson  will  be  Idle  in  this  case — there 
being  a  number  of  valuable  stores  at  Goochland  Court  house,  I  yester- 
day dispatched  six  waggons,  with  orders  to  bring  them  up  to  this  place, 
as  they  were  the  lowest  down  I  thought  it  most  desirable  to  send  for 
them  first" —  ***** 

"  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  how  to  procure  the  means  of  transportation 
from  Henderson's  to  the  Mountain,  being  entirely  unacquainted  with 
Country  or  people — however  I  am  agoing  to  a  meeting  I  understand  is 
to  be  above  here  to  day,  when  I  mean  to  make  your  Exemption  known — 
rely  on  my  best  endeavours  to  promote  the  publick  good — I  wish  we 
had  a  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  that  they  might  do  their  own 
business.  I  have  sent  Wyatt  to  have  the  waggons  loaded. 
I  am. 

Dr.  Colo.,  with  great  regard, 
Tr:  very  Hub.  Servant." 


Capt:  Thos:  W.  Ewell,  informs  Col:  Davies,  his  delay  was  due  to  the    May  27th 
Canoes  not  coming — To  morrow  all  the  stores  will  be  gone  from  this  Boiling's 
place — The  leather  has  been  at  the  Point  of  Fork  some  time,  and  the         Landing 
Eum  was  up  the  Eiver  before  he  left — Every  care  shall  be  taken  not  to 
waste  the  powder. 


Samuel  Patteson  to  Col  :  Davies,  at  Albemarle  Old  Co.  House.        Mav  27th 

"Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Instructions,  I  have  sent  on  four  hundred  Stand  of  Hendersons 
Arms,     the  waggon  that  brought  your  Marque  to  Col :  Lewis  went  off, 
before  I  received  your  letter  which  was  this  morning.     Carver  lost  two 
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1781.       of  his  horeses  last  night;  however  Mr.  Southall  procured  waggons  for 
May  27th    the  purpose — Your  Marquee  I  have  paid'particular  attention  to."     *    * 

"  There  are  no  boxes  to  be  had,  to  put  the  arms  in :  I  hope  but  little 
injury  will  result  from  their  being  sent  loose,  as  we  have  been  as  careful 
as  possible  in  stowing  them,  fryday  I  sent  an  express  to  point  of  fork, 
requesting  (as  you  directed  me)  that  all  the  superfluous  Stores  should 
be  sent  here,  he  arrived  there  that  night,  and  returned  to  Mr.  Lewis' 
yesterday  afternoon.     I  every  moment  expect  a  fleet  of  canoes — 

Yesterday  I  met  his  Excellency  in  the  road,  he  gave  me  a  letter 
which  with  two  more,  I  have  enclosed — I  informed  him  the  Stores  were 
coming  to  Henderson's,  and  I  think  his  words  were  these  following, 
"the  Council  have  passed  a  resolution  that  all  the  Stores  should  be  sent 
up  the  great  river,  and  I  would  wish  you  should  not  have  more  than 
one  load  brought  to  Henderson's,  before  I  can  confer  with  Colo.  Davies 
on  the  Subject — Canoes  and  Batteaux  will  be  much  less  expence  to  the 
publiek  than  waggons,  and  it  is  my  opinion,  at  all  events  that  there 
should  not  be  a  sufiiciency  of  Stores  at  Henderson's  to  draw  the  Enemy's 
attention,  for  it  will  be  impossible  to  procure  wagons  to  move  them  off." 

Would  his  Excellency's  magnificent  building  be  illuminated,  if  the 
Enemy  should  come.  Mr.  Andrew  Moore  from  Rockbridge  says  those 
mutinyous  rascals  in  Augusta  and  Rockbridge  amount  to  a  majority,  a 
great  majority  in  Augusta! 

there  are  but  few  waggons  in  this  County,  and  the  demand  I  expect 
will  be  very  great — I  know  of  my  own  knowledge,  there  is  the  greatest 
plenty  the  other  side  of  the  Mountains;  except  you  have  an  impress 
J  warrant  procured,  and  give  positive  orders  on  the  subject,  I  fear  we 
shall  be  in  a  bad  situation  with  respect  to  our  stores,  without  you  follow 
the  Council  plan. 

If  you  have  not  wrote  to  Point  of  fork,  when  the  Canoe  men  arrive 
I  shall  direct  them  after  unloaded,  to  go  down,  load  and  wait  for  your 
orders  which  river  to  take — 
I  am,  good  Colo. 

with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect 

your  most  obt.  and  most  hble.  Servant — 

"I  have  found  my  horse,  half  dead,  tender  footed  and  sore  backed"— 


May  28th  Major  Chas:  MAGitL  TO  CoL:  Davies  at  Charlottesville. 

Winchester  In  reply  to  his,  requiring  a  "Return"  of  the  wagons  received  by  Con- 
tinental Qr.  Masters— From  his  District  composed  of  Frederick,  Berkely 
and  Hampshire  Cos:  he  has  received  two,  neither  of  which  would  he 
receipt  for,  being  unfit  for  service,  and  Frederick  Co:  has  "levyed  a  sum 
to  purchase  a  waggon,"  but  owing  to  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the  cur- 
rency, has  not  furnished  it. 
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EicHD.  &  Mc.  Kennby  to  Me.  Jonathan  Denison,  Meecht.  B.  Shoeb.       1781. 

May  28th 
Sending  by  Schooner  Nightingale  six  barrels  of  flour,  "five  excedg.  Prederio'sb'g 
good"  which  cost  "100£  &  Cask  75  Doll :" — to  be  disposed  of  either  in 
sugar  salt,  or  dry-goods — They  are  "so  much  alarmed  with  apprehensions 
of  the  Enemy  Every  hour"  that  they  "only  catch  a  moment  to  give 
these  few  lines,"  and  are  hurrying  off  all  their  goods  and  effects. 


David  Eoss  to  the  Goveenoe.  May  28th 

Informing  him,  his  Agent  in  Philadelphia  up  to  date  had  furnished  Pt.  of  Fork 
two  thousand  Stand  of  Arms — The  whole  number,  in  addition  to  those 
Mr.  Anderson  can  repair,  "over  and  above  what  the  Baron  has  taken  for 
his  men,"  may  be  estimated  at  four,  thousand  stand  more  than  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  at  this  time,  so  that  he  thinks  there  will  be  no 
scarcity  in  future.  Concludes — "Neither  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  nor 
the  Generosity  of  our  Northern  friends  have  as  yet  given  any  assistance 
to  my  agent — The  repairs  of  the  arms,  the  purchase  of  Bayonets  &  the 
advance  of  Specie  to  the  "Waggoners  has  been  done  by  loans  from  pri- 
vate people.  The  bearer,  Mr.  Maury  will  give  you  the  news — he  thinks 
there  is  a  fair  prospect  now,  of  negotiating  matters  with  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  for  Sending  Tobacco  to  Chas-town — he  wishes  to  be  sent  in  with 
a  Flag,  on  this  business." 


Anthony  to  Jonathan  Denison.  May  28th 

Expressing  regret  he  had  not  purchased  Salt  on  the  Eastern  Shore — Mr.  Falmouth 
Johnston's  Salt  and  other  goods  brought  there,  were  had  on  good  terms — 
He  now  Sends  five  barrels  of  flour  and  five  Hhds:  Tobacco,  which  he 
begs  he  will  not  dispose  of,  except  for  goods  and  Salt — Can't  get  too 
much  of  the  latter.  Will  not  risk  his  Tobacco  for  cash — does  not  want 
it— Tobao.  worth  "from  95  to  100£— flour  £120,  &  both  scarce"— The 
enemy  expected  every  day — 


Wm.  Price  informs  Col :  Davies,  that,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Eedwood,  May  28th 
ordered  to  superintend  the  receiving  the  stores  at  Bennet  Hendersons,  Pt.  of  Fork 
he  had  sent  up  Mr.  Howell  Lewis  for  this  purpose;  he  being  recom- 
•  mended  by  Mr.  Eoss,  as  a  man  to  be  depended  on — Two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  barrels  of  powder  have  been  sent  up  to-day,  and  more  will 
go  in  the  Evening — Every  exertion  in  his  power  shall  be  made  to  carry 
out  his  orders — 
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1781.       Eesolutions,  advising  the  Executive  to  issue  Warrant  to  the  "Hon 
May  28th        Major  Gnl:  M.  de  Lafayette,"  authorizing  him  to  impress  such  horses 
as  he  may  need  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  in  the  Counties  contiguous 
to  the  march  of  the  Enemy — 
Monday 
House  of  Horses  to  be  valued  by  two  Field  Officers;  &  to  be  paid  for  m  Specie, 

Delegates  ^^  j^g  equivalent — Impress  warrants  to  be  issued  to  Commissioned  Offi- 
cers only ;  to  be  produced  when  the  impress  is  made — 

"Stud  Horses",  and  those  actually  employed  in  moving  families  and 
their  effects  not  to  be  taken— The  Marquis  required  to  make  exact 
returns  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State,  of  the  names  of  the  owners,  the 
value  of  each  Horse,  and  the  uses  to  which  appropriated ;  together  with 
Certificates  to  the  owners,  expressing  these  facts — 

Countersigned. 

"By  an  amendment,  brood  mares  are  not  to  be  impressed  unless  the 
owner  fails  on  reasonable  notice,  to  remove  them  out  of  the  way  of  the 
enemy,  in  which  case  Stud  horses  are  also  to  be  subject  to  impress." 

TH:  J " 


May  29th  S.  Dyer  TO  CoL:  Da  VIES  at  Albemarle  Old  Co.  House. 

Ft.  of  fork  Giving  inventory  of  Stores  in  his  possession — The  remainder  have 
come  from  Boiling's  but  several  of  the  packages  of  dry-goods  are  much 
abused — thirteen  ready  made  coats  &  ten  pairs  buckskin  breeches  miss- 
ing from  the  boxes — The  stores  cannot  be  properly  removed  unless  he  is 
furnished  with  workmen  to  make  proper  "packages  to  secure  them." 


May  29th        Col  Andrew  Donnally  informs  the  Governor,  he  has  held  a  Court  Mar- 
Greenbrier   tial  to  enquire  into  the  delinquenees  in  the  Militia,  but  very  few  have 
^°-         failed  to  perform  their  "Term  of  Duty."     Bequests  instructions  as  to 
sending  down  those  ordered,  as  no  one  will  undertake  it  under  the  pres- 
ent terms — 


May  29th  Martin  Cockburn  and  Eichard  Chichester,  Commr :  of  Specif:  Tax, 
Fairfax  Co.  report  in  part  upon  the  Amount  collected  in  that  County  last  Spring — 
The  Wheat,  Eye  &  Oats,  and  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety 
seven  bushels  of  corn,  they  have  delivered  to  Mr.  James  Lawrason  of 
Alexandria — The  remainder,,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  Bushels  was 
given  out  to  the  Troops  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  when  they 
passed  through  Colchester — 
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Lt:  Colo.  Chas:  Dabnet  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  1781. 

"Dear  Col:  May  30th 

"We  are  now  under  marching  orders  to  Cross  the  North  fork  Camp  near 
of  Pamunkey  Eiver,  the  route  leading  to  Fredericksburg.  The  enemy  Brid^e^°°'^ 
from  the  last  accounts  are  at  New  Castle  and  Page's  Warehouse.  The 
Warehouses  at  both  places  they  have  burnt.  About  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  their  Light  Horse  advanced  twenty  miles  from  Page's  yesterday ; 
they  took  two  of  our  light  Horse  men  prisoners,  and  several  of  the 
inhabitants — I  believe  it  is  the  Marquis'  intention  to  avoid  an  action  'till 
Genl :  Waine  joins  us,  whose  arrival  is  Dayly  expected — "  *  * 

I  am  Dr.  Sir, 

Yr:  Obed:  Servt." 


Wm.  Grayson  to  Gov:  Jefferson  of  Va.  May  30th 

"Sir, 

The  board  do  themselves  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  resolution  War  Office, 
of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant,  also  a  resolution  of  the  11th  of  April  l'^»iladelphia 
last;  by  which  you  will  discover  that  they  depend  'upon  the  arrears  of 
Specific  supplies  for  the  last  Campaign,  which  have  not  yet  been  fur- 
nished by  the  different  States,  to  make  good  their  engagements  with  the 
Court  of  Prance — 

As  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  United  States  is  so  niatei-ially  concerned, 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  the  most  decided  exertions  in  the  States, 
to  enable  Congress  to  comply  with  their  contracts. 

The  board  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  them  with  your 
expectations  on  this  head,  and  what  they  may  probably  depend  on. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect,  Sir, 
Yr:  most  obedt.  &  very  hble  Servnt." 


Jno:  Walker  to  the  Governor.  May  30th 

Enquiring  in  what  manner  the  horses  to  be  impressed  for  public  Ser-     Belvoir* 
vice,  are  to  be  equiped  with  Saddles,  bridles.  Harness  &c — Unless  this 
be  done;  they  will  be  useless — Asks  for  news  from  below— Will  set  out 
for  Camp,  as  soon  as  his  horses  are  fit  to  take  the  road — 

*  Family  Seat  of  the  Nelsons,  ahout  seventeen  miles  Bast  of  Oharlottteville. 

17 
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1781.  James  Huntee  to  Gov:  Jefferson,  at  Charlottesville. 

May  30th     "Sir, 

Stafford  Oo.  I  have  but  just  time  to  acknowledge  rect.  of  Yr :  Bxcelly's  Favor  of 

the  28th  inst :,  as  Tarlton  with  500  Horse,  is  reported  to  have  been  at 
Hanover  Court  yesterday,  &  last  night  within  five  miles  of  Bowling  Green, 
on  his  way  to  destroy  my  Works— If  that  be  true  (Fredericksburg  is 
thereby  nearly  deserted)  he  may  do  the  mischeif  to  night — ^A  Troop  of 
Colo.  Nelson's  Horse  just  now  crossed  the  Ferry,  it's  said,  on  their  way 
back  to  recruit  their  Horses. 

I  have  long  ago  informed  the  Officers,  in  every  department,  that 
there  was  no  Sword  Cutler,  or  other  Artificer  at  my  Works,  that  cou'd 
make  the  Swords,  &  unless  they  are  returned  on  furlough  from  the 
Army,  shou'd  the  works  remain,  it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  them, 
or  many  other  military  stores  on  hand  for  the  Southern  &  this  Army, 
much  retarded  by  the  hands  being  taken  from  me.  At  present  I  am 
removing  my  Tools,  &  a  total  stoppage  to  everything. 
I  am,  wth.  the  utmost  respect 

Tr.  Excellency's  most  obt  &  obliged  Servt." 


May  SOth    Maj:  Eo:  Claibornb  to  Col:  Da  vies   at  Albemarle  Old   C.  House. 

Capt.  Hen-        Having  only  gotten  up  to  his  Office  yesterday,  it  has  not  been  in  his 

deKsons,  6     pg-yp^er  to  answer  his  letters;  having  been  pressed  with  business  at  Eich- 

.  Charlottes-     mond  for  the  Army,  until  the  27th  inst: — The  confused  situation  of  the 

'*'  assistants  &  their  affairs  will  require  much  time  to  collect  and  furnish 

returns  of  the  wagons  to  be  supplied   by  the  different  Counties — It 

will  be  done  as  soon  as  practicable — 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

May  30th  About  the  20th  last  month  he  was  informed  that  all  the  public 
Pt.  of  Fork  Artificers  in  Eichmond  were  ordered  and  were  actually  on  their  way  to 
this  place — Being  himself  obliged  to  go  to  Eichmond,  not  a  white  man 
would  have  been  left  on  his  estate;  and  no  one  to  provide  for  the  recep- 
tion, feeding  and  quartering  these  men,  (whose  services  were  then 
exceedingly  valuable,)  until  a  Commissary  should  be  appointed — ^TJnder 
these  circumstances,  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  detaining  John  Wil- 
merton  &  James  Liddle  two  reliable  men  of  the  Goochland  Militia  for 
this  purpose,  and  to  act  as  guard  &c— He  had  stated  these  facts  to  Col: 
Morris,  their  Commdg:  Officer,  &  to  Capt:  Eichardson— He  is  astonished 
now  to  hear  that  these  two  men  are  by  the  Court  Martial  put  upon  the 
same  footing  with  those  who  wilfully  refuse  to  serve  the  Country. 
Although,  by  his  authority  they  have  been  doing  essential  service— He 
trusts  their  case  will  meet  with  favorable  consideration — 
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Col:  John  Gibson  Comdt.  at  Fort   Pitt,  to   Gov:  Jefferson.  1781. 

<<gjr  May  30th 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency  by  Ens.  Tannehill,  Pay-  Fort  Pitt 
master  to  the  7th  Yirga.  Eegt.,  whom  I  have  sent  Express  to  Eichmond 
in  order  to  procure  the  4  months  pay  allowed  by  the  Hon :  the  Assem- 
bly of  Virga.  towards  the  Depreciation  of  their  former  pay,  &c — I  hope 
when  your  Excellency  is  Assured  that  they  have  not  received  a  single 
shilling  for  these  twenty  months  past,  you  will  interest  yourself  in  their 
Behalf  &c —  ***** 

Inclosed  is  also  my  Acct:  Expenses  in  fo warding  the  Powder  from 
Carlisle  to  this  place  for  Genl :  Clarke  &c.  *  *  * 

Genl :  Clarke  will  write  your  Excellency  by  this  opportunity,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  give  you  every  information  relative  to  the  intended 
Expedition — I  am  much  afraid  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  many  of  the 
militia  from  this  quarter,  as  I  have  just  heard  that  three  hundred  men 
from  the  Counties  of  Monongahela  and  Ohio,  have  crossed  the  Ohio  at 
Wheeling,  and  are  gone  to  cut  of  the  Moravian  Indian  towns ;  if  so  they 
will  hardly  turn  out  on  their  return — Indeed  it  appears  to  me  they  have 
done  this,  in  order  to  evade  going  with  Genl:  Clarke — the  Moravians 
have  always  given  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  their  attachment  to 
the  Cause  of  America,  by  always  giving  in  Intelligence  of  every  party 
that  came  against  the  frontiers;  and  on  the  late  expedition,  they  fur- 
nished Colo.  Broadhead  and  his  party  with  a  large  quantity  of  provi- 
sions when  they  were  starving — For  the  news  of  this  post,  permit  me 
to  refer  Your  Excellency  to  the  Bearer  Ens.  Tannehill — 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Humble  Servt., 

JNO:  GIBSON  Colo. 

Comd.  F.  Pitt— 


Capt:  Saml:  Jones  to  Capt:  H.  Young.  May  3lst 

Sir, 

Prom  information  just  received,  I  greatly  feared  that  Mr.  Moody  has  Pt.  of  Pork 
acted  very  indiscreetly  while  in  service  of  the  State — It  appears  that 
Blanketts  &  Cloathing  drawn   by  him   for  the   Artificers   and   State 
Negroes  under  his  care,  are  now  offered  for  sale  by  a  Miss  of  his  at  or 
near  ground  Squirrel  bridge. 

Farther  it  is  reported  that  a  Qty  of  Salt  &  provisions  carried  to  the  Misconduct 
same  place  for  security  is  in  the  same  situation — It  is  certain,  that  sev-  9j  ""^    , 
eral  negroes  belonging  to  the  State  are  now  employ'd  by  his  Miss;  and  in  service  of 
whether  he  has  hired  them  of  the  State  or  not,  is  a  doubt  with  many.  ^^^  State,  &c 
Tools  of  various  kinds  are  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Moody,  which  the 
Artificers  assert  are  the  property  of  the  State — Add  to  these  a  general 
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complaint  of  the  Artificers,  that  they  have  not  received  their  pay,  £ 
great  part  (if  not  the  whole)  of  which  must  certainly,  have  been  depos 
ited  in  his  hands— (Whether  these  complainst  are  justly  founded  I  know 
not)— Tell  me  my  friend,  is  it  possible  that  this  man  could  act  such  t 
scene  of  Viliany  and  have  no  person  to  examine  his  proceedings?  O] 
has  he  acted  with  propriety  'till  this  last  grand  Opportunity  to  Secrete 
public  property — .Let  his  conduct  be  good  or  bad,  is  it  not  adviseable 
not  only  to  call  on  him  to  adjust  his  accompts,  but  to  give  up  those 
articles  in  his  possession,  that  are  supposed  to  be  State  property,  'till  i1 
can  be  ascertain'd  whether  he  makes  a  just  claim  to  them — I  have 
stated  these  Hints  as  I  rec'd  them — You  will  take  them  into  considera 
tion  and  determine  what  is  best  to  be  done — Colo.  Davies  will  hand  yon 
this,  and  inform  you  the  alteration  of  our  rout  in  removing  the  Stores— 
I  have  only  to  add  my  desire  of  receiving  your  instructions  as  fre- 
quent as  possible — 

And  am  with  respect  &  esteem 
Your  Most  Hble  Servt. 
Capt:  H.  Young — 


May  31st  V.  Beooking  Co  :  LiEUT :  TO  Gov :  jEPrEESON  at  CharlottesvilJ.e. 

"Sir, 
Amelia  Co.  "I  was  unfortunately  taken  by  a  Party  of  British  Light  Horse 

the  14th  Inst:  a,nd  restricted  to  the  Town  of  Blandford  for  ten  Days 
then  was  to  return  home  on  Parole,  which  I  thought  more  eligible,  thai 
to  be  committed  to  close  conflnemt. — As  I  was  a,cting  under  your  Ordei 
of  the  8th  Inst:  to  embody  &  arm  the  militia,  I  think  myself  justifiable 
in  signing  the  Parole,  and  expect  not  to  be  considered  as  an  acting  Offi 
cer  of  Militia  untill  exchanged,  or  my  Parole  shall  be  altered — 
I  am, 

Sr.  your  most  obedt.  Servant." 


May  31st 


Albemarle 
Old  0.  H. 


Capt:  Arch:  Lind  to  Col:  Da  vies. 
"Dear  Col, 

Doctor  Monro,  when  he  march'd  with  the  Troops  under.  Col 
Gaskins  left  with  me  (By  what  rule  of  propriety  I  leave  you  to  judge] 
twenty  five  sick,  two  thirds  of  them  very  bad  cases, — without  the  leas! 
means  in  my  power  to  alleviate  their  distresses — Some  of  them  withou. 
Blankets — they  are  stoored  in  two  very  bad  negro  Quarters-r-I  hav( 
wrote  to  Doctor  Gillmore  on  the  Subject,  desiring  him  to  ta,ke  into  hii 
care  the  aforesaid  miserable  beings — which  I  shall  send  to  him  in  thre( 
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or  four  days — I   understand  he  has  no  right  to  receive  Continental        1781. 
Troops — I  hope  you'l  point  out  to  him,  the  Humanity  and  necessity     May  31st 
that  there  is  for  receiving  these — I  have  no  wafers  nor  Candle,  there- 
fore excuse  the  letter  being  unsealed — 

I  am  Dr.  Colo.,  with  the  greatest  regard  &  respect 
Your  Most  Obe.  Servnt." 


Stephen  Sotjthall  Asst  :  Q.  "Master — to  Col  :  Da  vies  at  P.  of  Pork.     May  Slst 

"Dear  Colonel, 

1  wrote  you  four  days  ago  pr:  the  Capt:  who  came  up  Charlottes- 
for  the  Guns,  my  situation  and  my  prospect  in  geting  of  a  house  at  the  ^'  ® 

Foot  of  the  mountain.  I  also  furnished  him  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  waggons  the  next  morning  to  transport  the  whole  of  his  stores  to 
the  Court  House — from  thence  I  ordered  the  waggons  to  the  Point  of 
Fork  and  bring  their  loads  up  from  there — I  have  since  sent  down  four 
waggons  more  with  letter  to  Mr.  Price  to  load  them  and  send  Invoices 
of  each  Load — I  did  on  Monday  last  advertise  for  waggons  or  boats — I 
have  in  consequence  of  it,  procured  six  canoes  and  three  hands  from 
Colo.  Joseph  Cabell,  and  am  to  have  several  waggons  to  morrow,  which 
shall  be  dispatched  immediately  down  to  the  Fork- — The  Governor  told 
me  yesterday  he  had  consulted  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  it 
was  their  universal  Opinion,  that  the  stores  shou'd  be  sent  to  Albemarle 
Old  Court  House,  even  the  stores  now  at  Henderson's.  I  am  in  conse- 
quence at  a  loss  what  to  be  at.  I  shewed  the  Governor  your  letter 
respecting  the  stores  being  carried  to  the  Mountains,  and  he  observed, 
when  the  stores  were  on  navigation,  we  not  only  had  the  same  oppor- 
tunity to  remove  by  land,  but  the  water  also — I  then  urged  the  security 
of  the  Mountains,  but  he  still  persisted — pray  write  me  by  this  Express 
respecting  that  matter — 

I  shall  however  order  the  loads  that  now  lie  at  Henderson's,  to  the 
mountains,  at  which  place,  I  fear  I  must  attend  myself,  not  having  any 
person  that  I  could  depend  on  to  procure  good  houses. 

There  were  two  hundred  and  fifty  six  barrels  of  powder,  that  came 
to  Mr.  Henderson's  yesterday — I  went  down  last  night  to  see  what  num- 
ber of  Stores  were  there  &  the  situation  they  were  in — I  found  them 
stored,  but  to  my  great  surprise  in  bad  order — the  Canoes  not  being 
clamped  together,  the  barrels  were  put  in  the  bottoms  of  the  canoes, 
and  by  some  means,  or  rather  the  canoes  were  near  half  full  of  water, 
some  of  them,  tho'  the  tops  of  the  barrels  were  kept  dry,  and  one  barrel 
fell  short  of  the  invoice  brought  up.  now  from  the  Governor's  direc- 
tion to  me,  I  shou'd  suppose  po  more  of  the  stores  will  come  here,  but 
in  the  case  more  powder  comes,  pray  order  the  canoes  to  be  clamped,  as 
we  must  inevitable  be  ruin'd  with  such  management.  I  should  be 
exceedingly  obliged  to  you  to  Order  up  a  Commissary  here,  as  the  pro- 
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1781.  viding  and  Issuing  provisions  falls  on  me,  and  I  can  by  no- means  do  : 
May  31st  and  add  to  this  my  having  to  do  with  the  darned  Indians,  who  pest 
me  amazing — I  am  this  day  to  lay  in  a  number  of  Goods — as  I  am  co 
stituted  Commy.  of  Stores — Work  enough  but  no  pay — Pray  if  you  a 
hear  of  Capt:  Young  inform  me.  I  really  am  afraid  the  Capt  must  1 
lost,  or  deserted  to  Essex,  cannot  tell  which.  I  want  much  to  see  yc 
and  him  also.  I  think  it  would  be  adviseable  to  give  orders  to  the  pe 
son  having  direction  of  the  stores  to  send  Bills  of  parcels,  and  tl 
order  they  are  in, — as  we  might  from  that  Judge  who  was  liable  for  i 
many  misdemeanours. 

I  am  in  haste 

with  much  regard  your  Hbl  Servant." 


May  31st     CoL:   George  Corbin  to   Gov:   Jefferson,   by  Capt:    Levin   Walke 

"Sir, 
Accomac  The  danger  and  difficulty  of  sending  across  the  Bay  have  pr 

vented  me  from  informing  before  this,  the  particular  situation  of  affai 
in  this  County — 

Our  draft  was  appointed  the  23d  ult:,  but  the  disaffected  (encourag< 
by  the  example  of  Northampton)  about  two  hundred  in  number  appear* 
in  order  to  prevent  it  by  force ;  being  informed  of  their  design  I  wi 
prepared  to  meet  them  on  their  own  ground,  having  previously  order* 
out  a  party  of  chosen  men  with  a  field  piece  to  attend  near  the  pla( 
appointed  for  the  draft.  But  upon  consideration  I  was  of  opinion  th; 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  make  use  of  force,  as  I  found  by  enquiry,  mar 
men  who  had  always  been  accounted  honest,  good  citizens,  mislead  I 
false  representations  from  the  disaffected,  might  by  cool  reasoning  1 
set  right  again.  I  therefore  postponed  the  draft  for  two  days,  ai 
promised  myself,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  that  the  people  migl 
be  reasoned  to  their  duty ;  however  good  that  reason,  altho'  it  quiet( 
the  minds  of  the  greater  part  of  the  rioters  who  appeared  the  first  da 
yet  a  considerable  number  were  still  determined  the  second  day 
oppose  it,  at  the  risque  of  their  lives ;  therefore  I  thought  it  prudent 
inform  the  people,  that  I  would  a  second  time  put  off  the  draft,  but  w 
under  a  necessity  of  returning  those  soldiers  for  the  War,  who  hi 
opposed  it,  and  requested  them  to  give  in  their  names  to  a  pers( 
appointed  to  list  them ;  which  a  number  of  them  to  the  amount 
twenty  or  upwards,  accordingly  did;  these  with  a  few  others,  equal 
guilty  were  adjudged  the  day  following  by  a  Court  Martial  to  be  soldie 
during  the  War — Several  others  have  since  been  discovered,  who  we 
concerned  but  concealed  their  arms  in  the  woods  to  prevent  suspicio 
Those  who  appeared  to  head  the  mob  the  first  day  were  John  Curl 
(Sea  side)  and  William  Garrison,  but  upon  reasoning  with  them,  thi 
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left  the  mob,  and  seemed  sorry  for  what  they  had  done;  however  peni-  1781. 
tent  they  might  be,  I  yet  view  them  as  the  most  dangerous  persons  May  31st 
concerned,  being  the  only  persons  of  property  amongst  them.  I  was 
induced  to  adopt  mildness,  rather  than  force  for  the  following  reasons. 
Pi'om  the  detached  situation  of  this  County,  aid  or  supplies  of  any  kind 
could  not  be  expected  from  the  State ;  nor  could  we  expect  it  from  our 
neighbours,  the  Marylanders,  who  would  generally  rejoice  at  our  dis- 
tress, and  many  of  them  rather  plunder  than  assist  us — with  the 
Enemy's  barges  continually  hovering  around  our  Sea  and  Bay  coasts, 
threatening  to  burn  and  plunder  all  who  should  oppose  their  wicked 
designs.  The  disaffected  daily  increasing  by  their  clandestine  trade 
with  the  british  at  Portsmouth,  their  threats  thrown  out  against  all 
who  shall  fail  to  apply  for  protection  and  accept  the  profered  mercy,  in 
the  british  Proclamations,  which  have  been  very  industriously  and  art- 
fully circulated  and  enforced ;  and  I  may  add  the  exhausted  state  of  our 
Magazines.  For  these  reasons,  I  forced  moderation  on  the  friends  of  the 
State,  tho'  much  against  the  inclination  of  many  of  them,  least  the  con- 
trary should  be  productive  of  the  general  ruin  of  both  without  gaining 
the  least  advantage  to  our  independence — 

Several  inhabitants  of  this  County,  living  near  the  water  have  been 
lately  plundered  even  to  the  cloths  on  their  backs,  and  their  houses 
burnt  to  ashes;  this  has  occasioned  an  address  from  the  principle  inhab- 
itants of  this  Shore,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Continental  forces, 
desiring  his  influence  to  prevent  a  mode  of  war  so  cruel  and  inhuman, 
as  we  are  taught  to  believe  that  these  barge  gentry  who  are  the  authors 
of  this  mischeif  have  no  such  commission,  being  confined  to  high  water 
mark ;  we  think  by  a  representation  of  facts  (established  by  affidavits) 
through  a  proper  Chanel  to  the  british  Commanding  officer,  to  whom 
they  are  amenable,  might  prevent  in  future,  such  acts  of  cruelty — The 
Field  Officers  of  this  Shore  have  also  requested,  if  it  can  be  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  State,  to  order  the  men  raised  by  their  Counties, 
under  a  proper  Officer  to  be  stationed  for  their  defence ;  This  guard  tho' 
small  aided  by  Volunteers,  and  a  barge  of  fifty  feet  long,  mountg.  one 
six,  and  two  four-pound  cannon,  with  swivels  &  muskets  and  fifty  men, 
which  I  hope  will  be  compJeat  in  fifteen  days,  will  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect us  against  the  insults  we  are  daily  experiencing,  should  we  get 
assistance  from  no  other  quarter. 

Since  the  Enemy  came  last  to  this  Bay,  have  been  obliged  to  station 
guards  on  the  inlets  on  the  bay  coast,  and  am  under  the  necessity  of 
asking  for  the  public  money  and  stores  in  the  County,  for  their  support, 
as  public  credit  with  us  is  certainly  dead,  and  our  paper  currency  almost 
in  the  same  condition — The  Military  Stores  of  the  Accomack  and  Dili- 
gence Gallies  are  not  sold,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  Gent:  Commis- 
sioners and  myself,  that  they  would  be  more  useful  to  the  State  than 
their  produce  in  money  if  sold — Some  of  these,  I  must  beg  the  liberty 
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1781.  of  equiping  the  barge  with — I  have  also  taken  the  liberty  of  lending  1 
May  31st  the  State  of  Maryland,  one  of  the  large  guns,  belonging  to  the  Acc; 
mack,  and  the  two  nine  pounders  from  the  fort  on  WoUop's  Island,  1 
arm  a  barge  building  at  Snow-Hill ;  which  is  65  feet  streight — this  an 
ours  are  to  cruize  in  consort  for  the  protection  of  the  eastern  Shore  ( 
Maryland  and  Virga. — Tho'  I  hope  the  liberty  I  have,  and  must  tak 
with  the  public  money  and  stores  will  be  fully  authorized  by  necessit; 

The  Gentlemen  who  have  generally  undertaken  the  Barge,  desire, 
it  is  not  inconsistent,  that  the  necessary  Commissions  and  Bonds  blanl 
for  the  Capt:  and  two  Lieutenants  may  be  inclosed  to  me,  or  the  Con 
manding  Officer  of  the  County,  with  directions  for  the  due  executio 
thereof,  with  what  fees,  if  any,  should  be  taken,  as  soon  as  possible- 

You  will  please  observe,  from  the  Clerk's  Certificate  inclosed,  that  sei 
eral  vacancies  have  happened  in  the  militia,  and  that  Commissions  ai 
desired  for  those  recommended;  the  appointment  of  Col:  Cropper  s 
County  Lieut :,  meets  not  only  mine,  but  the  entire  approbation  of  ever 
field  oflicer  of  the  County;  as  he  is  warmly  attached  to  his  Country 
and  had  the  experience  of  two  years  services  and  upwards  in  the  Coi 
tinental  Army — 

Perhaps  your  Excellency  will  wonder  why  I  have  not  inclosed  m 
Commission  as  County  Lieut:,  having  resigned;  you  will  please  b 
informed,  that  on  the  death  of  Col :  J.  Simpson,  which  happened  in  th 
beginning  of  the  year  1777,  the  Court  was  pleased  to  recommend  me,  bu 
as  I  was  of  a  weak  constitution,  and  by  no  means  capable  of  filling  s 
important  a  Commission,  I  would  not  sufiter  my  recommendation  to  b 
sent  over,  but  was  determined  to  serve  the  County  to  the  best  of  m 
ability,  untill  some  person,  more  equal  to  the  task  should  be  propose 
by  the  Court;  this  I  flatterered  myself  would  happen  soon,  but  to  m 
great  disappointment,  did  not  take  place  untill  Mar :  last,  so  have  not,  nc 
neVer  had  any  Commission  as  County  Lieut :,  but  acted  under  the  Court' 
recommendation,  and  the  Commission  I  then  had,  as  Colonel  to  the  firs 
Battalion — We  have  had  several  late  arrivals  on  our  Shore  from  th 
"West  Indies,  but  no  news  by  them — Pardon  me  for  having  called  you 
attention  so  long  from  matters  of  greater  importance — 
I  am  Your  most  obedt.  humbl.  Servt." 


May  3l8t    CoL:  George  Slatjqhter,  Comdg.  at  Falls  op  Ohio,  to  Gov:  Jefpersoi 

Louisville,       Having  never  received  any  kind  of  Clothing  or  pay,  requests  that  th 
^y-        bearer  Mr.  Chapman  Austin  may  draw,  his  own,  and  that  also  of  Capl 
Benjamin  Eoberts  and  Ensign  Wm.  Eoberts. 
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Surgeon  Math:  Pope  to  Gov:  Jefferson,  at  Charlottesville.  1781. 

"Hon'ble  Sir, 

Doctor  Wilson,  who  has  the  Superintendanco  of  the  Con-  May  31st 
tinental  medical  department  in  this  State,  informs  me  that  the  medicines,  Henrico  Co. 
that  were  coming  on  from  Ehode  Island,  (and  belonging  to  this  State) 
have  been  taken  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army,  owing,  he  tells 
me,  to  their  being  no  directions  on  them :  this  Sir,  is  a  double  misfortune 
at  this  juncture,  for  the  State  is  almost  without  every  useful  medicine, 
and  what  is  to  be  done  I  know  not,  if  some  method  is  not  fallen  upon  to 
recover  them,  or  others  in  lieu  of  them — Such  treatment  as  this  surely 
deserves  the  highest  censure,  and  I  shuld  think  corporal  punishment  on 
the  offenders."  ***** 

*  *  *        "Having  been  lately  much  with 

the  Army,  I  have  seen  how  they  suffer,  and  what  diflculties  they  labour 
under  for  almost  every  thing  they  want,  and  what  great  discontent  pre- 
vails amongst  all  ranks  of  People,  and  I  must  say,  I  think  with  great 
cause;  and  unless  some  mode  is  fallen  upon  to  satisfie  the  people  and 
supply  the  Army  better,  I  see  little  prospect  of  our  supporting  it  long. 
The  remedy  is  easy  and  very  expeditiously  to  be  accomplished ;  and  in 
a  manner  whereby  impressing  necessarys  &c  which  so  exasperated  the 
people  at  large,  may  be  avoided,  and  I  hope.  Sir,  you  have  influence 
enough  to  effect  so  desirable  an  end.  If  the  Assembly  will  allow  such 
a  price,  as  one  neighbour  gives  to  another,  or  the  market  price  for  every 
necessary  the  Army  stands  in  need  of,  or  if  they  will  allow  the  person 
authorized  to  provide  the  necessarys  for  the  Army,  to  give  certificates 
to  be  paid  in  kind,  or  as  much  money  as  will  replace  the  commodity 
when  paid,  I  am  fully  convinced  the  Army  would  be  well  supplied,  and 
a  number  of  waggons  might  be  dispensed  with — the  people  would  bring 
in  the  different  articles  the  Army  stand  in  need  of,  and  both  Army  and  peo- 
ple contented  and  happy — I  would  have  the  same  mode  adopted,  with 
respect  to  Waggons,  Carts  or  Horses — ^You  will  pardon  the  liberty  I 
have  taken ;  leaving  you  Sir,  to  improve  on  the  hint,  and  earnestly  to 
recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  to  be  instantly  adopted :  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  time  to  lose. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency,  T  have  never  yet  received  the 
necessarys  I  wrote  for  by  Colo.  Senf — Col :  Davies  nor  Quarter  Master 
was  to  be  found — I  have  since  inclosed  the  memorandupa.  by  Major  Clai- 
borne to  Colo.  Davies — I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  Sir,  to  write  to 
Col:  Davies,  desiring  the  Articles  may  be  sent  on  to  the  General  Hos- 
pital, which  at  this  moment  is  at  Allen's  Creek  Church  in  Hanover, 
where  it  may  be  tomorrow  I  know  not,  as  we  keep  moving  with  the 
Army,  transporting  all  our  Medicines  and  Stores  with  the  Hospital, 
fearing  that  list  may  miscarry  I  have  inclosed  another,  and  must  beg 
y  our  Excellency  will  order  Colo.  Davies  to  procure  such  articles  as  he 
18 
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1781.       has  not,  especially  Oznaburgs  for  Bedding,  for  should  we  have  an  actio) 
stay  31st     we  have  no  Beds  to  la,y  our  wounded  men  on."  * 

I  beg  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  your  Lady  and  am,  with  tl 
highest  Esteem  and  Eegard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obnt  and  Eespectful  Servt." 


May—     "Eeturn"  op  the  Militia  of  Spotsylvania  County — Made  by  Bei 

Y.  Winslow,  County  Lieutenant. 

1.  County  Lieut:  1.  Colo.— 1.  Lt:  Colo.,  1.  Maj.— 12  Capts:— 11  Lieuti 
6  2nd  Lieuts:  12  Ensigns — &  48  Sergeants — Privates  above  18  yrs:  o] 
462— Privates  under  18  yrs:  old  56— Total  611. 


May—  Doot:  Weking  Cole  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies — at  the  "Fork." 

"Dear  Sir, 

You  seemed  not  to  be  determined  with  respect  to  inoculatin 
the  new  recruits — I  beg  pardon  for  having  mentioned  it  in  the  pub! 
manner  I  did — it  was  owing  to  my  being  off  my  guard — ^if  you  shou 
think  proper  that  they  shou'd  receive  the  infection,  I  wiU  most  chea 
fully  give  it,  &  pay  every  attention  that  a  man  can  possibly  do — ^M 
acquaintance  with  Colo.  Davies,  I  hope  will  be  a  fuU  testimony  of  m 
abilities,  whether  I  am  Capable  of  Undertaking  the  charge  or  not." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dr.  Sir, 

Your  Very  hble  Servant." 


May  —         Thomas  "Watts,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  this  County,  ha 
Bedford  Co.  ing  been  charged  with  High  Treason,  and  ordered  for  further  trial,  I 
Court       tjie  Court,  it  is  recommended,  that  the  Governor  issue  a  new  Commi 
sion  for  the  County,  and  the  said  Watts  be  left  out. 
Signed  by  Jas :  Steptoe,  Clerk. 


June  1st  Bail  Bond  of  John  EUyson,  in  the  penalty  of  Twenty  Thousai 
weight  of  Merchantable  Tobacco " — to  appear  before  the  Governor  ai 
Council  when  called  for;  and  obliging  him  "not  to  go  within  Ten  mil 
of  any  post,  encampment  or  party,  of  the  Enemy."  Signed,  Sealed  ai 
delivered  in  presence  of  Foster  Webb  and  John  Bryan, 


CAliEMDAli  01*  STATE  PAPBES.  139. 


Col:  Fra:  Taylor  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  1781. 

June  1st 
Eeminding  him  of  Ms  letters  of  the  16th  and  26th  May,  in  which  he  Winchester 
stated  that  the  Board  of  Officers  had  discharged  nearly  all  the  men  of 
the  State  Guard  Eegiment — Only  one  Corporal  and  four  privates  remain. 
The  Officers  still  there,  at  expence  to  the  State  and  themselves.  Begs  for 
instructions  as  to  how  the  latter  shall  be  disposed  of. 


Eo:  "WooDiNQ  Co.  Lieut:  to  the  Governor.  June  1st 

Giving  strength  of  the  Militia  of  his  County,  as  follows — "  20  Cap-  Halifax  Co. 
tains,  40  Lieuts:  20  Ensigns,  and  1004  Bank  apd  Pile — Eighty-eight  of 
which  are  under  18  years  of  age — of  the  remaining  part,  about  350  at 
this  time  in  Actual  Service  in  this  State  &  Carolinia" — Expresses  great 
regret  and  concern  that  the  men  of  his  County  who  "would  be  glad  to 
use  their  arms  upon  every  proper  occasion  against  the  Common  Enemy," 
have  neither  guns,  ammunition ;  or  even  "  a  flint  to  put  into  a  gun  " — 
Begs  to  be  furnished  with  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition— The  Court 
Martial  has  found  only  forty  men  Delinquent,  and  are  on  this  aecouut 
drafted  to  serve  "  six  months  in  this  State.  They  shall  be  sent  down  at 
once. 


Col:  Era:  Tatlpr  tq  Col:  Davies  at  Charlottesville.  June  Ist 

Accounting  for  the  arms  of  the  discharged  Soldiers  of  the  S.  Guard —  Winchester 
He,  upon  the  application  of  the  County  Lieutenant  of  Frederick,  had 
let  him  have  one  hundred  and  forty,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  going 
against  the  Tories  in  Hampshire  County. 


Saml:  Huntington,  Prest.  of  Congress  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  June  2nd 

Eeferring  to  his  letter  of  the  day  before,  containing  important  Intel-  Philadelphia 
ligence,  which  was  necessary  to  be  knoWn  to  the  Executives  of  the 
respective  States;  but  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  should  be  kept  pro- 
foundly secret — ^He  therefore  requests  that  effectual  means  be  taken  by 
his  Excellency  to  prevent  copies,  or  extracts  of  his  letter  of  the  1st  Inst: 
from  being  taken  or  published. 


John  Cabeen  to  the  Governor.   .  June  2nd 

Praying  to  be  relejased  from  confineijient  where,  altho'  g,  prisoner  of  charlottes- 
war,  he  is  kept  in  Irons,  and  among  murdei-ers  and  other  felons — has  ^''^^ 
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1781.       married  in  Eichmond;  never  taken  part  in  the  war  on  either  side,  anc 
June  2nd    was  arrested  by  Col:  Davies  merely  on  suspicion;  never  has  had  a  tria 
or  any  investigation  of  his  case,  altho'  three  years  have  passed  since  h< 
was  first  made  a  prisoner. 

June  2nd  -'      CoL:  Davies  TO  CoLO.  Jos:  Holmes. 

War  Office,      Desiring  to  be  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  his  Appointment,  an( 
Charlottes-     powers  as  Commissary  of  Prisoners;  in  as  much  as  an  Exchange  is  t( 
take  place  1st  July,  on  James  River. 


June  2nd  WiLL :   HARRISON   XO   THE   GOVERNOR. 

Yohogane  Informing  him,  that  the  provisions  required  for  the  Western  Expedi 
*^°-  tion  are  all  ready,  and  ^$7111  be  at  Port  Pitt;  with  boats  ready  to  trans 
port  them  by  the  15th  Inst : — But  the  cost  has  far  exceeded  his  expecta 
tions,  and  having  found  it  necessary  to  pledge  his  private  credit  to  com 
plete  the  purchases,  begs  for  an  additional  sum  of  £400.000  Pounds  t^ 
meet  his  obligations. 


June  3d  Theod.  Bland  TO  Gov :  Jepperson. 

Sir, 
Philadelphia  The  letter  from  the  delegation  to  yr :  Excellency,  will  apprize  you  c 
the  situation  of  Public  Affairs  at  this  time,  and  of  our  endeavours  t 
promote  every  thing  that  can  give  energy  to  the  exertions  of  the  Arm; 
in  defense  of  our  distressed  Country.  I  sh'd  not  therefore  have  trouble 
yr.  Excellency  with  the  perusal  of  this,  which  relates  to  myself,  did  nc 
my  own  peculiar  situation  render  it  necessary  &  had  I  not  reason  to  coi 
jecture  from  the  several  late  ineffectual  applications,  I  have  been  drive 
through  dire  necessity  to  make,  that  my  letters  may  have  miscarried- 
I  can  hardly  suppose  them  to  have  passed  unnoticed.  The  Ion 
expected,  and  long  wished  for,  remittance  which  was  to  have  con 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Braxton,  has  afforded  us  no  relief,  &  has  eva] 
orated  into  Smoke.  My  Finances  are,  as  well  as  my  credit,  entire] 
exhausted ;  my  Private  resources  in  Virginia  cut  off  by  the  Enemy,  at 
I  am  at  this  moment  without  the  means  of  buying  a  dinner,  or  of  pr 
curing  money,  even  to  purchase  a  bait  of  oats  for  my  horses — I  ha'' 
even  offered  my  Horses  for  sale  (but  cannot  meet  with  a  Purchaser) 
order  to  procure  a  present  subsistence  for  my  family — The  money  I  h&^ 
borrowed,  with  the  most  Solemn  Assurances  to  repay,  and  which  I  a 
disappointed  in  doing,  is  this  day  exhausted  to  the  last  shilling,  t] 
anxiety  I  feel  in  this  situation  (new  to  me)  is  insupportable,  especial 
as  it  incapacitates  me  in  some  degree,  from  turning  my  thoughts,  wi 
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that  application  I  w'd  wish  to  do,  to  those  important  concerns,  which  I        1781. 
would  wish  to  engross  my  whole  attention — the  subject  is  such  an  one,      June  3d 
as  I  cannot,  but  with  the  utmost  sense  of  pain  commit  to  Paper — and 
with  feelings  which  I  cannot  so  well  describe  as  yr :  Excellency  may  con- 
ceive, I  must  therefore  cease  to  prosecute  it  further  by  assuring  you,  I 
am 

Yr:  Excellency's  obedt.  Servt." 


(Copy.) 

G.  Mason  to  George  Mason  Junr.,  Esqr.,  (in  Prance.)*  June  3d 

"Dear  George, 

Tour  Brother  William  writes  you  by  this  opportunity.  Gunston  Hall 
He  returned  some  time  ago,  from  South  Carolina,  where  he  commanded 
a  Company  of  Volunteers  (75  five  young  fellows  from  this  Country). 
He  had  a  rough  Campaign  of  it,  and  has  acquired  the  Eeputation  of  a 
vigilant  &  good  officer,  and  I  think  is  greatly  improved  by  the  Expedi- 
tion— ^Tour  Brother  Thomas  has  lately  returned  from  a  Tour  of  Militia 
Duty  upon  James  Eiver.  He  commanded  a  Platoon,  in  a  pretty  close 
action  at  Williamsburg  &  behaved  with  proper  coolness  &  Intrepidity : 
He  is  now  from  home,  or  wou'd  have  wrote  to  you.  I  have  written  you 
very  fully  lately  upon  domestic  subjects;  but  I  am  not  able  to  give  you 
any  agreeable  public  news.  Our  affairs  have  been  for  some  time  grow- 
ing from  bad  to  worse.  The  Enemy's  Fleet  commands  our  Eivers,  & 
puts  it  in  their  power  to  remove  their  Troops  from  place  to  place,  when, 
and  where  they  please,  without  opposition ;  So  that  we  no  sooner  collect 
a  Force  sufficient  to  counteract  them  in  one  part  of  the  Country,  but 
they  shift  to  another,  ravaging,  plundering  and  destroying  everything 
before  them.  Our  militia  turn  out  with  great  spirit,  &  have  in  several 
late  actions  behaved  bravely;  but  they  are  badly  armed  and  appointed. 
General  Green,  with  about  1200  regular  Troops  &  some  militia,  is  in 
South  Carolina;  where  he  has  taken  all  the  Enemy's  Posts,  except 
Charlestown.  The  Enemy's  capital  object,  at  this  time,  seems  to  be  Vir- 
ginia. General  Phillips  died  lately  in  Petersburg:  upon  which  the  Com- 
mand of  the  British  Troops  there  devolved  upon  Arnold.  But  Ld:  Corn- 
wallis  quitting  North  Carolina,  has  since  join'd  Arnold,  with  about  1200 
Infantry  &  300  cavalry  &  taken  the  chief  command  of  their  Army  in 
Virginia,  now  consisting  of  about  5000  men :  They  have  crossed  James 
Eiver,  and  by  the  latest  accounts,  were  at  Westover :  their  light  horse 
having  advanced  as  far  as  Hanover  Court  House. 

They  have  bum'd  Page's  Warehouses,  where  the  greatest  part  of  the 
York  Eiver  Tobacco  was  collected;  they  had  before  burn'd  most  of  the 
Tobacco,  upon  James  Eiver,  and  have  plunder'd  great  part  of  the  adja- 
cent country.     The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  is  abt.  twenty  miles  below 

*  The  original  of  this  paper  in  poss :  of  Va.  fllst :  Society. 
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1781.  Fredericksburg,  with  about  1200  regulars  et  3000  militia,  waiting  the 
June  3d  arrival  of  General  Waine  with  abt.  1500  regular  Troops  of  the  Pensyl- 
vania  Line.  We  have  had  various  accounts  of  the  sailing  of  a  French 
Fleet  with  a  Body  of  Land-Forces,  for  America.  Should  they  really 
arrive,  it  wou'd  quickly  change  the  Face  of  our  affairs,  &  infuse  fresh 
Spirits  &  Confidence;  but  it  has  been  so  long  expected  in  vain,  that  lit- 
tle credit  is  now  given  to  Eeports  concerning  it. 

Tou  know,  from  your  own  acquaintance  in  this  Part  of  Virginia,  that 
the  Bulk  of  the  People  here  are  staunch  Whigs,  strongly  attached  to 
the  American  Cause  and  well  affected  to  the  French  AUiance:  yet  they 
grow  uneasy  &  restless,  and  begin  to  think  that  our  Allies  are  spinning 
out  the  War,  in  order  to  weaken  America,  as  well  as  Great  Britain,  and 
thereby  leave  us  at  the  End  of  it,  as  dependent  as  possible  upon  them- 
selves. 

However  unjust  this  opinion  may  be,  it  is  natural  enough,  for  th< 
Planters  &  Farmers,  burdened  with  heavy  Taxes,  &  frequently  drag'd 
from  their  Familys  upon  Military  Duty,  on  the  continual  alarms  occa 
sioned  by  the  superiority  of  the  British  Fleet.  They  see  their  Propertj 
daily  exposed  to  Destruction,  they  see  with  what  Facility  the  Britisl 
Troops  are  removed  from  one  part  of  the  Continent  to  another,  and  witt 
what  infinite  charge  &  Fatigue,  ours  are,  too  late,  obliged  to  follow;  anc 
they  see  too  very  plainly,  that  a  strong  French  Fleet  would  have  pre 
vented  all  this. 

If  our  Allies  had  a  superior  Fleet  here,  I  shou'd  have  no  Doubt  of  i 
favourable  Issue  to  the  War,  but  without  it,  I  fear  we  are  deceiving  botl 
them  &  ourselves,  in  expecting  we  shall  be  able  to  keep  our  People  mucl 
longer  firm,  in  so  unequal  an  Opposition  to  Great  Britain. 

France  surely  intends  the  separation  of  these  States,  for  ever,  fron 
Great  Britain — It  is  highly  her  Interest  to  accomplish  this;  but  b; 
drawing  out  the  Thread  too  fine  &  long,  it  may  unexpectedly  break  i: 
her  Hands. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  child  I  and  grant  that  we  may  again  meet  i 
your  native  country,  as  Freemen;  otherwise,  that  we  may  never  se 
each  other  more,  is  the  Prayer  of. 

Your  Affectionate  Father." 

&c  &c. 

Endorsed  in  G.  Mason's*  Autograph  : 

"Copy  of  my  Father's  Letter,  date  Gunston  Hall,  June  3d  1781.  Tl 
original.  Dr.  Franklin  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Count  de  Vergennea 

*  G.  Mason  Jur :  commanded  a  company  in  the  regular  Army,  but  from  serio 
rheumatism,  contracted  or  increased  in  the  service,  was  obliged  to  resign,  and  go 
Europe  for  a  change  of  climate. 
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Jos:  Martin  to  Col:  Arthur  Campbell,  "Washington  Co.  1781. 

June  4th 
Giving  information,  that  messengers  sent  by  "the  Warriors,"  say  there  Long  Island 

are  three  hundred  Indians  on  their  way  to  attend  at  the  proposed  Treaty. 

The  messenger  he  sent  to  them  missed  them  by  going  through  the  woods, 

having  found  out  he  would  be  way-laid  in  the  road — "When  Murphy  the 

Messenger  left,  seven  canoes,  with  women  and  children  were  on  their 

way:  the  others  will  come  by  land.     Suggests  the  policy  of  detaining 

these  until  the  Treaty  shall  shall  have  been  perfected ;  but  recommends 

a  Commissary  be  sent  to  provide  for  their  maintenance,  as  he  has  neither 

com,  meal  or  money.   He  has  sent  to  Col :  Sevier,  by  Express,  to  attend, 

and  Col:  Bledsoe  now  with  him,  earnestly  requests  that  he,  Campbell, 

will  make  it  Convenient  to  be  at  the  Conference.     The  alarm  spread  by 

Crawford  is  without  foundation;  but  has  had  the  effect  of  drawing  to 

the  frontier  a  considerable  force. 


CoL:  Arthur  Campbell  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  Janeith 

"Sir, 

This  day  your  Orders  of  the  28th  of  JVfay  came  to  hand,  and  I  am  Washington 
very  sorry  our  situation  at  present  is  such  that  I  have  but  a  small  pros- 
pect  of  fowarding  the  aid  required — The  murmuring  and  distresses  occa- 
sioned by  the  misconduct  of  Commissaries,  and  the  want  of  pay  for 
Militia  Services  performed  last  year;  together  with  the  dread  a  man 
commonly  has  to  leave  his  Family  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being 
destroyed  by  the  Indians  before  his  return,  are  objections  not  easily 
answered — If  the  militia  were  paid  off,  I  believe  I  should  succeed  well 
in  complying  with  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  12th  of  April  last; 
and  to  this  I  have  hopes  to  add  one  Troop  of  Horse. 

Our  frontier  is  now  threatened  with  an  Invasion  from  the  Creek 
Indians,  Cherokees,  Tories,  &  Co.  By  a  Letter  from  Colo.  Sevier  to  Colo. 
Isaac  Shelby  which  he  favored  me  with  the  perusal,  a  certain  Crawford 
just  made  his  escape  from  the  Cherokees,  says,  that  the  British  Agent,  some 
Tories,  and  a  large  Body  of  Indians  were  preparing  to  come  in,  in  order 
to  give  a  blow  to  confound  the  project  of  a  Treaty.  The  account  is  so 
far  believed  in  Carolinia,  that  part  of  their  militia  are  embodied.  To 
me,  it  is  doubtful,  on  account  of  the  want  of  provisions ;  and  information 
I  have  from  Georgia,  that  Governor  Galvis  (Galvez)  has  succeeded 
against  Pensacola,  treated  with  the  Creek  Indians  in  behalf  of  America, 
as  well  as  the  Spainards,  and  that  General  Pickens  at  Ninety  Six,  and 
Colo.  Clarke  at  Augusta  were  in  a  fair  way  to  reduce  those  posts.  Gen- 
eral Greene's  Head  Quarters  at  Orangeburg — Sumpter  at  Monks'  Corner, 
and  Marian  carrying  off  a  picquet  from  the  Quarter-House. 
I  am  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant." 

"P.  S.  "We  are  in  want  of  ammunition," 
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1781.  James  Callaway,  Co.  Lieut:  to  Gov:  Jefferson. 

June  4th      "  Sir, 
Bedford  Co.  It  has  not  been  in  my  Power  to  march  from  this  County,  mors 

than  two  Companies  of  Militia,  in  consequence  of  your  Instructions  o: 
the  8th  of  May  last — Notwithstanding,  as  many  men  have  been  callec 
upon,  as  it  was  thought  arms  could  be  Procured  for — ^the  men  that  havt 
marched  are  part  of  those  who  have  just  finished  a  Tour  of  three  months 
at  Portsmouth;  in  whose  absence,  the  whole  Balance  of  our  militia  (thai 
could  be  commanded)  servd.  &  are  serving  Towers  to  the  Southward: 
so  that  it  Properly  became  their  Turns  to  serve  again  on  the  Present 
call."  Under  these  circumstances  he  has  promised  to  relieve  them  in 
six  weeks,  and  hopes  his  conduct  will  be  approved — These  men  are  very 
poor,  and  their  families  depend  upon  their  labor  for  subsistence. 

He  has  not  been  able  to  get  into  the  Field  any  of  the  militia  con- 
demned to  six  months  service  by  a  Court  Martial — Those  caught,  have 
broke  jail  or  escaped  from  their  guard — They  will  not  serve  except  by 
compulsion:  and  are  very  troublesome  in  as  much  as  "those  Disaffected 
&  Disobedient  Wretches,  reside  much  together,"  harbor  deserters  and 
secret  them.  Nearly  forty  of  the  eighteen  months  men  have  lately 
deserted  and  are  protected  by  them.  Suggests  the  policy  of  granting  to 
"  every  man,  who  will  arrest  one  of  those  outlaws  and  deliver  him  up  at 
the  general  Eendozvous  credit  for  his  term  of  military  service,  in  lieu 
of  bounty  money.     Thinks  this  will  soon  clear  the  County  of  them. 


June  6th  SaML:    HuNTINGTON,    PeEST:   OF   CONGEESS   TO    GoV:   JeFFEESON. 

Philadelphia  Enclosing  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2nd  Inst :,  directing  that  all 
Bills  issued  in  the  respective  States,  in  Pursuance  of  the  Eesolution  of 
18th  of  March  1780,  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  time  the 
Interest  begins  to  be  computed,  be  stamped  with  the  words  or  characters 
"Int  pd.  one  (or  1.)  year"— That  such  of  the  said  Bills  as  have  already 
been  issued,  whenever  the  Interest  is  paid,  be  stamped  in  like  manner, 
"to  prevent  the  necessity  &  expence  of  exchanging  them  "—Also  that 
the  several  States,  suspend,  as  far  as  possible  the  Issuing  of  such  Part 
of  their  respective  quotas  of  such  Bills  as  remain  to  be  issued. 


June  6th  Wm.   FLEMING,   LlEUT:   GOVERNOR,   TO   COL:   JaS:   WooD. 

Staunton  Enclosing  resolutions  of  Congress  of  May  23d  1781,  and  instructions 
from  the  U.  S.  Board  of  War,  requiring  the  removal  of  the  "Convention 
Troops"  to  Eutland  in  Mass:  Bay— the  Commissioned  Officers  to  Bast 
Windsor  in  Connecticut— requesting  also,  Virginia  to  furnish  forty  or 
fifty  head  of  cattle,  and  a  guard  of  militia  as  far  as  York,  in  Pensylvania— 
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Considering  the  difficulty  of  in<iucrng  the  militia  to  go,  at  this  juncture,  1781. 
so  far  out  of  the  State,  and  not  being  informed  what  Counties  had  been  June  (ith 
called  on  to  furnish  the  Marquis  de  la  Payette  with  Troops,  Col :  Wood 
is  requested  to  apply  to  the  County  Lieutenants  along  the  line  of  march, 
to  furnish  this  guard  as  far  as  York,  if  not,  at  least  to  Prederick  Town 
in  Maryland — He  is  authorized  to  call  on  any  of  the  State  Commissa- 
ries for  the  beeves,  which,  unless  otherwise  provided,  are  to  bo  impressed. 
The  Prisoners  now  at  Winchester,  who  were  taken  in  the  Southern 
Department,  are  also  to  be  removed  to  Prederick,  Maryland. 


Edwin  Conwat  Co.  Lieut:  to  the  Governor.  June 6th 

Enclosing  "  Eeturn  "  of  the  militia  as  ordered  viz :  "  258,  above  18  years  Lancaster  Co 
of  age,  &  under  fifty"  years  of  age — and  "24  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years" — adds  "The  depredations  of  the  Enemy  is  very  Eapid" — the 
militia  almost  without  ammunition,  and  the  .greater  part  called  out  to 
guard  the  numerous  posts. 


Co. 


Statement   or   Charges   made   against    "  Pauntleroy  Dye,"   formerly     June  7th 
Inspector  of  Tobacco  in  Eichmond  County,  and  Capt:  of  Militia,  certi- 
fied to,  as  being  true,  by  Eichard   Henry   Lee   Esqr.    and   Eichd: 
Parker  Esqr. — to  wit, 

That  In  the  year  1779,  he  commenced  a  merchant,  and  going  with  a  Westmorel'd 
Load  of  Tobacco  towards  Baltimore  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy, 
but  soon  after,  was  dismissed  and  he  returned  to  his  family  with  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  specie— This  circumstance  created  a  suspicion 
amongst  his  neighbours  of  his  having  concocted  a  trading  scheme  with 
the  Enemy,  it  being  a  known  fact,  that  before  this  Trip  he  had  not  one 
farthing  of  specie  in  the  world.  He  not  long  afterwards  was  taken  up 
and  examined  in  Court  for  forging  Inspector's  notes,  and  altho'  the 
Proof  was  not  sufficient  for  his  conviction,  there  was  not  a  man,  who 
heard  his  examination,  but  was  fully  convinced  of  his  guilt:  The  asso- 
ciate with  Dye,  who  sold  the  forged  notes,  now  declares  that  Dye  and 
he,  if  their  scheme  of  selling  them  had  succeeded,  were  to  have  purchased 
a  vessel,  loaded  her  with .  Tobacco  taken  out  of  the  Warehouse  where 
Dye  was  Inspector  &  also  with  Kegroes,  and  to  have  gone  over  to  the 
Enemy :  this  it  is  asserted,  the  man  will  now  swear. 

After  the  Porging  was  detected.  Dye  went  out  of  this  State  to  North 
Carolina,  with  his  slaves  and  Stocks,  where  he  staid  but  a  short  time ; 
for  being  detected,  as  it  is  said,  in  corresponding  with  the  Enemy,  he 
was  obliged  to  fly  from  thence  to  the  County  of  Eichmond,  where  he 
had  formerly  lived.  Here  he  lives  retired,  refusing  to  do  Militia  Duty 
is  charged  with  using  every  means  in  his  Power  to  prevent  others  from  sub, 
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mitting  to  the  Laws,  &  with  having  pri-cate  meetings  at  his  house,  of  ths 
Disaffected,  some  of  whom  declare,  they  will,  if  draughted,  go  over  tc 
the  Enemy:  These  meetings  are  conducted  with  so  much  privacy,  thai 
it  is  diflScult  to  procure  full  proof  against  him.  But  it  is  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  he  is  a  very  Dangerous,  artful  man,  and  will  do  great  Dam- 
age, if  the  Enemy  come  into  this  Part  of  the  country.  It  is  most  earn- 
estly requested  by  all  good  People  of  Eichmond  &  Westmoreland,  thai 
his  Excellency  will  exercise  the  Powers  he  is  vested  with  to  secure  this 
man  whilst  the  Enemy  is  in  the  State.'' 


June  7th  STEPHEN  SouTHALL  TO  CoL :  Daties,  at  Point  of  Pork. 

Staunton  Expresses  his  intense  concern,  at  hearing  the  Enemy  are  at  Charlottes 
ville,  and  that  of  consequence  his  papers  must  be  all  lost;  but  was 
delighted  to  hear  Col :  Davies  had  safely  brought  off  these,  and  especially 
his  Iron  Chest  containing  the  most  important  and  valuable  of  his  books 
&c — He  is  especially  thankful  for  "this  great  delivery"  Knowing  weL 
"the  prejudices  against  Quarter  Masters" — and  that  the  late  charge  ol 
their  losing  the  Arms  Ordered  for  members  of  the  Assembly  would 
"have  been  fixed";  adding  "After  they  were  arrived  behold  there  wae 
not  a  single  man  that  would  handle  one  of  them,  they  lost  them,  anc 
some  of  the  members  thinks  right  that  the  Quarter  Masters  are  blama 
ble."  He  is  tired  of  acting  as  Q.  Master,  being  censured;  let  him  act 
never  so  cautiously — Some  "meddlesome  fellow  "  is  always  starting  false 
reports. 


June  8th       CoL :  JaMES   "WoOD   TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OR  ANT  MEMBER  OP  THE  COUNCIL 


Albemarle 
Co. 


Enclosing  copies  of  Eesolutions  of  Congress,  and  Letter  from  the 
Board  of  War,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  "  Convention  Troops"  &c 
By  advice  of  the  Marquis  la  Payette  the  German  Troops  have  beei 
removed  to  Shepherd's  Town  on  the  Potomack,  there  to  remain  unti 
he  can  procure  guard,  waggons,  provisions  &c.  The  Board  of  Wa: 
have  authorised  him  to  call  for  a  guard  of  six  hundred-  men,  but  h( 
thinks  two  hundred  and  fifty  from  this  State  will  suflftce — He  therefor( 
requests,  that  number  of  the  MiUtia  of  Frederick,  Berkely,  Hampshin 
or  Shenandoah  be  ordered  on  this  duty — and  asks  for  warrants  fo 
impressing  wagons,  and  at  least  fifty  beeves ;  without  which  it  will  b^ 
useless  to  move— He  is  just  from  Maryland,  where  he  "could  not  upoi 
any  Terms  procure  a  single  beef,"  and  he  is  informed  none  are  to  b- 
had  in  Pensylvania.  Should  he  be  armed  with  those  powers,  he  wil 
"make  the  Burthen  fall  on  the  Disaffected  "—Asks  to  be  furnished  witl 
about  three  hundred  Dollars  of  the  "New  Emission,"  which  will  be  o 
the  utmost  consequence  to  him,  "on  this  long  and  disagreeable  march. 


calendae  op  state  papers. 


"Wm.  Fleming,  Lieut:  Governor,  to  Col:  Jas:  Wood,  in  reply  to 

above. 
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After  referring  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  and  Letter  of  Board  of  Staunton 
War;  gives  authority  to  call  out  the  Militia,  impress  beeves  and  wagons, 
and  encloses  Orders  to  the  County  Lieutenants  of  Rockingham,  and 
other  Counties  along  the  proposed  line  of  march  to  furnish  proper 
guards  at  the  Passes  in  the  Mountains — viz  "Fifty  men  at  Swift  Eun 
Gap,"  and  "  Thirty  at  Wood's  Gap," — Some  of  these  to  be  mounted,  so 
as  to  discover  in  time  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 


Stephen  Southall  to  Col:  Davies,  Somewhere  on  James  River. 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  three  days  ago  respecting  my  Iron  Chest,  in 
which  is  deposited  my  most  valuable  papers,  that  wou'd  utterly  involve 
me  in  ruin  were  they  to  be  lost.  I  must  therefore  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  take  care  of  this  Chest,  as  I  am  vastly  uneasy  for  fear  of  its  fall- 
ing into  the  enemies  hands ;  the  conclusion  of  the  people  then  would  be, 
I  lost  them  for  fear  of  Settlement,  and  as  I  trust  my  conduct,  never  as 
yet  has  given  cause  of  suspicion,  and  I  wou'd  not  for  the  "Universe  be 
defamed.  My  character  is  too  near  to  me.  I  must  entreat  you  to  be  so 
obliging  as  to  bring  this  Iron  Chest  with  you.  it  was  very  unfortunate 
that  I  was  obliged  to  come  up  in  pursuit  of  Store  houses,  otherwise  I 
wou'd  have  secured  my  books  and  papers,  and  if  lost  will  be  a  ruinous 
Stroke  to  me — Oh !  the  severity  of  a  reflection  being  cast  on  me,  for  the 
loss  of  these  books  wou'd  be  so  galding  I  should  not  long  exist — Many 
of  Capt:  Young's  papers  are  deposited  there.  I  have  sent  down  to  Char- 
lottesville for  a  Bed  for  you,  and  you  will  be  accommodated  with  Capt : 
Young  &  myself;  both  or  either  will  make  your  situation  as  agreeable 
as  possible. 

I  have  got  about  Two  hundred  and  Eighty  barrels  of  powder  well 
stored,  some  dry-goods,  together  with  some  Bridles  &  Saddles;  all  the 
Stores  we  have  here,  except  some  few  old  Guns — Pray  write  me  the  first 
Oppy.  about  my  chest,  as  you  cannot  concieve  my  anxiety. 
I  am,  very  respectfully 
Dr.  Colo. 

Yr:  very  hble  Servnt." 


June  9th 


Staunton 


Chas:  Russell,  D.  Q.  Master  to  Col:  Davies. 


June  9th 


Having  received  no  Orders  from  Baron  Steuben  or  Maj:  Claiborne,  in  Maj.  Penn's, 
regard  to  the  Stores  at  "Albemarle  glebe,  and  Irvings,"  he  has  thought  ^^^^erst  Co. 
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1781.       it  best  to  remove  them  to  this  place,  as  there  were  no  troops  to  preveni 

June  9th     the  enemy  from  moving  up  and  destroying  them.     He  has  written  to  th( 

Baron,  but  has  no  reply — The  Express  is  ordered  to  Prince  Edward  Co 

House,  where  he  hears  the  Baron  is,  and  supposes  Col :  Davies  may  b( 

with  him.  

June  9th  James  Madison  Jur:  to  Govr.  Jefferson. 

"Sir, 
Philadelphia  The  inclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Genl:  Washington,  No  1,  wil 

give  your  Excellency  a  more  particular  account  of  the  late  embarkatioi 
from  N.  York,  than  has  been  before  obtained. 

On  Thursday  last  Congress  were  informed  by  General  Potter  &  Col 
Johnston  who  came  Expresses  for  the  purpose,  that  a  general  mutinj 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  stationed  near  Morris  Town,  apart  from  th( 
rest  of  the  Army,  had  braken  out  on  the  morning  of  New  Year's  day 
Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Officers  to  stifle  it  on  its  first  appearance 
but  without  effect.  Several  of  them  fell  victims  to  the  mutineers.  Tht 
next  information  came  from  Genl:  Wayne  who  wrote  from  Princeton 
whither  the  troops  had  marched  in  regular  order  on  their  way  to  Phil 
ada.,  as  they  gave  out  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  nor  return  to  theii 
obedience  'till  their  grievances  should  be  redressed.  They  did  not  suffe: 
any  of  their  officers  to  remain  with  them  except  Genl :  Wayne,  and  Cols 
Stewart  &  Butler,  and  these  they  kept  under  a  close  guard,  but  in  everj 
other  respect,  treated  with  the  utmost  decorum.  The  greivances  com 
plained  of  were  principally  a  detention  of  many  in  service,  beyond  tht 
term  of  enlistment,  &  the  sufferings  of  all  from  a  deficient  supply  o: 
cloathing  &  subsistance,  &  long  arrearage  of  pay.  Several  proposition! 
&  replies  on  the  subject  of  redress  passed  between  a  deputation  of  Ser 
geants  on  the  part  of  the  Troops  &  General  Wayne,  but  without  anj 
certain  tendency  to  a  favorable  issue.  The  affair  at  length  took  a  verj 
serious  aspect,  and  as  a  great  proportion  of  that  line  are  foreigners  anc 
not  a  few  deserters  from  the  British  Army,  and  as  they  showed  a  dispo 
sition  to  continue  at  Prineton,  from  whence  a  refuge  with  the  Enemy 
who  it  was  said  were  coming  out  in  force  to  avail  themselves  of  the  sit 
nation  of  things,  was  very  practicable,  it  was  thought  necessary  t( 
depute  a  Committee  of  Congress  with  powers  to  employ  every  expedieni 
for  putting  a  speedy  end  to  it.  The  President  of  the  State  with  a  num 
ber  of  Gentlemen  from  this  place  also,  went  up  to  interpose  their  influ 
ence.  The  inclosed  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  No  2,  witl 
the  paper  No  3,  referred  to  in  it,  are  the  last  accounts  received  of  th< 
matter.  The  manner  in  which  the  offers  &  emissary  of  Clinton  wer< 
received  &  treated,  is  a  very  auspicious  circumstance,  &  will  probably  ii 
its  impression  on  the  Enemy  fully  balance  the  joy  &  encouragemen 
which  this  event  tended  to  give  them. 

Coi:  Bland  being  one  of  the  Committee  does  not  join  me  in  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  &  Esteem 
Yr:  Exeelly's  obt.  Servt. 
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"  Uxtract  of  a  Letter  from  Genl :  Washington.  1781. 

June  9th 
N.  Windsor,  2nd  Jany.,  1781. 

"I  have  at  length,  through  a  channel  on  which  I  can  depend,  gained 
an  account,  as  accurate  aa,  circumstances  will  admit,  of  the  embarkation 
which  sail'd  from  N.  York  on  the  20th  ulto.  It  consisted  of  about  1600 
men,  and  was  cheifly  composed  of  detachments  from  the  British,  Ger- 
man &  Provincial  Corps.  The  Queen's  Rangers  is  said  to  be  the  only 
entire  corps  Arnold  commands,  which,  my  informant  says,  gives  disgust 
to  many  of  the  other  OflScers.  The  destination  was  not  reduced  to  a 
certainty,  but  from  the  preparations  &  the  Refugees  who  embarked  in 
the  fleet,  it  was  generally  thought  to  be  to  the  Southward." 

No  2. 

Trenton,  Jany.  7th  1781.    10-o-clock. 
"Sir," 

"  The  Committee  arrived  here  last  night  &  met  with  Mr.  President 
Reed,  who  had  been  near  Princeton  &  sent  a  letter  to  Genl :  Wayne  by 
two  of  his  Light  Horse.  They  were  sufiered  to  proceed  to  the  General 
with  the  letter  unopened.  He  at  the  request  of  the  sergeants  showed  it 
to  them  and  it  was  to  be  read  to  the  whole  this  morning.  There  were 
symptons  that  they  would  be  content  with'the  proposals  and  make  the 
matter  up.  It  appears  from  all  accounts  that  they  have  behaved  with 
surprising  regularity  in  all  respects  (their  revolt  excepted)  and  seemed 
disappointed  that  Mr.  Reed  did  not  proceed  &  trust  himself  to  them.  He 
is  this  morning  gone  back,  and  we  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  Dr. 
Sheilds  is  just  come  in  and  says  that  a  person  from  Genl :  Clinton  with 
another  for  his  guide,  had  come  to  their  encampment  and  made  them  the 
proposals,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  They  received  it  with  so  much 
indignation,  that  they  not  only  rejected  the  proposals,  but  seized  the  two 
Agents  &  delivered  them  to  Genl  Wayne,  who  sent  them  under  a  guard 
&  delivered  them  to  Blair  McClanahan  &  Alex :  Nesbit,  who  have  them 
now  in  custody.  The  Committee  are  immediately  to  write  to  Genl: 
Reed,  and  expect  a  speedy  &  happy  Issue  of  this  affair. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 

JOHN  WITHERSPOON." 

"P.  S.  That  you  may  not  think  the  above  is  only  reports — Genl: 
Reed  saw  &  read  the  paper  &  sent  it  on  to  us,  &  kept  the  prisoners  with 
himself — Dr.  Sheilds  saw  them  in  custody." 

No  3. 

"It  having  been  reported  at  N.  York,  that  the  Pennsylva.  troops 
and  others  having  been  defrauded  by  Congress  of  their  pay,  cloathing 
&  provisions,  and  assembled  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances,  &  also  that 
notwithstanding  the  terms  of  their  enlistments  are  expired,  they  have 
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been  forcibly  detained  in  the  service  where  they  have  suffered  everi 
kind  of  injury  and  oppression.  They  are  now  offered  to  be  taken  unde: 
the  protection  of  the  British  Government,  to  have  their  rights  restored 
a  free  pardon  for  all  former  offences,  and  that  pay  due  to  them  from  Con 
gress,  faithfully  paid  to  them  without  any  expectation  of  military  ser 
vice,  except  it  may  be  voluntary,  upon  laying  down  their  arms  &  return 
ing  to  their  allegiance,  for  which  purposes,  if  they  will  send  Commis 
sioners  to  Amboy,  they  will  there  be  met  by  people  empowered  to  trea 
with  them,  and  faith  shall  be  pledged  for  their  security. 

It  is  recommended  to  them,  for  their  own  safety,  to  move  behinc 
South  Eiver,  and  whenever  they  request  it,  a  Body  of  British  troopi 
shall  protect  them.  It  is  needless  to  point  out  the  inability  as  well  at 
want  of  inclination  in  Congress  to  releive  them,  or  to  tell  them  the  sever 
ities  that  will  be  used  by  the  Eebel  leaders  toward  them,  should  thej 
think  of  returning  to  their  former  servitude.  It  will  be  proved  to  th( 
Commissioners  they  choose  to  send,  that  the  authority  from  whence  this 
comes  is  sufficient  to  ensure  the  performance  of  the  above  proposals. 

To  the  Person  appointed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  to  lead  them  ii 
the  present  struggle  for  their  liberties  and  Eights." 


June 9th     J.   Parker,   Acting   Colo.    Comq.,    to   the    Hon:    Speaker   of   thb 

Assembly. 
"Dear  Sir," 

Quarters  A  few  days  since,  I  wrote  Mr.  Jefferson,  respecting  my  peeu 

Mills  ^^^^  situation,  being  in  the  Field  with  a  few  men  from  Isle  of  Wyght  <S 
Nancemond,  and  from  a  request  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  embodj 
as  many  of  the  Militia  as  I  could,  down  James  Eiver  below  the  Enemy 
in  consequence  of  which,  in  addition  to  the  men  before  mentioned,  hav< 
ordered  from  Southampton  200  &  from  Surry  100  men.  the  last  Countj 
has  sent  nearly  their  number,  but  the  former,  contrary  to  their  commor 
custom  has  only  furnish'd  a  small  proportion,  as  you  will  discover  by  s 
"return  "  of  the  force  here  collected.  You  will  find  but  few  from  Nance 
mond,  and  without  rigid  discipline  and  greater  force,  or  martial  law,  ] 
shall  expect  but  few  more,  they  being  much  overawed  by  the  Bnemj 
which  is  very  strong  at  Portsmouth,— &  its  vicinity,  as  you  will  discovei 
by  the  enclosed  list  which  you  may  depend  on  as  within  a  hundred  of  theii 
force— As  to  the  number  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  presume  the  Marquisf 
can  best  inform  you  as  to  his  strength  &  situation— In  addition  to  those 
that  marched  to  Petersburg  with  Cornwallis  and  Phillips,  is  the  43c 
Eegt:  and  near  half  the  17th  &  150  Jagers— these  came  with  the  lasl 
reinforcements  from  New  York— I  shou'd,  in  consequence  of  the  Marquise 
request,  have  ordered  men  from  the  adjacent  Counties  of  Surry  &  South 
ampton,  but  feared  the  want  of  arms;  but  as  they  have  not  turned  out 
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equal  to  my  expectations,  can  arm  near  two  hundred  more.  I  also  at  1781. 
the  request  of  Genl:  Lafayette,  have  collected  about  sixty  of  the  best  June  9th 
Horses  below,  fearing  they  shou'd  fall  into  the  Enemy's  hands ;  but  they 
are  valued  much  over  the  lawfuU  allowance,  this  I  fear  will  bring  me 
into  difficulties  as  well  as  procuring  supplies  of  every  thing,  in  all  the 
different  departments  from  the  inhabitants,  without  sufficient  powers,  or 
having  any  establishi'd  Staff  Officers — indeed  I  have  employed  Smiths  to 
repair  the  Arms,  to  make  horseman's  swords ;  &  mechanicks  of  different 
sorts,  in  the  different  branches  without  sufficient  authority — which  may 
probably  ruin  me  without  even  the  approbation  of  my  Country,  and  for 
what?  to  expose  my  person,  my  property,  my  family  and  all — 'tis  a  hor- 
rid situation,  and  altho'  I  have  wrote  the  Governor  on  the  subject,  he 
treats  it  with  contempt,  and  does  not  deign  to  answer  me — I  fear,  my 
dear  Sir,  the  root  of  our  Springs  of  Government  is  rotten,  and  I  dread 
the  consequence.  Nothing  but  my  zeal  cou'd  induce  me  to  write  thus 
freely.  I  am  foolishly  fond  of  my  Country,  and  cannot  bear  to  see  her 
neglected — ^be  assured  Sir,  exertions  must  be  made  in  this  quarter,  our 
very  existence  depends  on  it;  from  whence  can  we  derive  our  supplies, 
if  the  navigation  of  the  Southern  Waters  are  stoped — ^if  they  stretch  a 
a  line  from  Cape  Pear  to  Petersburg,  they  stop  our  commerce — the  peo- 
ple will  easily  come  into  it  from  an  advantage  of  the  trade  with  them, 
they  allready  court  it,  and  wish  to  familiarize  themselves  by  these  means. 
In  order  to  strengthen  us  here  I  shou'd  order  men  from  Sussex  &  Greens- 
ville bearing  arms  to  equip  near  a  fourth  of  their  militia,  but  find  it 
wou'd  be  useless,  as  Genl :  Lawson  has  ordered  Colo.  Downman  to  order 
these,  as  well  as  the  So.  Hampton  men  now  here  to  join  under  Col:  Down- 
man,  and  form  a  Camp  near  Petersburg — you  may  best  know  for  what — 
And  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  what  Counties  are  to  march  here,  or 
whether  a  Camp  is  to  be  kept  up  at  all ;  and  you  will  indemnify  me  for 
what  supplies  has  been  used,  and  empower  me,  or  some  other,  to  con- 
tinue these  supplies,  and  send  money  to  pay  of  those  debts  allready  con- 
tracted— if  this  is  not  done,  I  shall  quit  the  field — You  will  give  me  leave 
to  tell  you,  that  I  have  acted  without  Commission,  during  the  different 
Invasions,  at  the  request  of  the  difft :  Commanding  Officers,  without  ever 
haveing  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  for  doing  so,  and  without  ever 
charging  the  publick  for  my  services,  or  those  of  my  domesticks,  & 
should  ever  continue  happy  in  doing  so,  cou'd  I  see  that  they  wou'd  be 
serviceable.  You  will  excuse  my  being  so  prolix,  and  allow  me  to  tell 
you  that  some  things  point  themselves  to  me,  that  deserves  your  con- 
sideration— Many  people  in  the  lower  country  go  frequently  to  the'*/ 
enemy,  and  doubtless  carry  information — many  go  under  the  Auspices 
of  Plaggs  of  Ct.  Lieuts,  where  no  men  are  embodyed,  attended  with  the 
same  or  worse  consequences,  the  civil  law  is  not  sufficient  in  these 
relaxed  times  to  punish  sufficiently,  our  prisoners  is  an  object  of  atten- 
tion; they  might  be  releived  by  some  of  theirs  in  our  possession,  and  I 
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1781.  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  there  is  more  danger  to  be  dreaded  of  a  reli 
June  9th  gious  nature  than  cither  of  the  others.  A  certain  sett  of  Preachers 
called  Methodists  are  preaching  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience,  and 
point  out  the  horrors  of  war  in  so  alarming  a  manner,  that  it  has  caused 
many  to  declare  they  wou'd  suffer  death  rather  than  kill  even  an  enemy — 
this  is  a  new  doctrine  and  inculcated  by  some  sensible  preachers  from 
England,  which  I  am  told  is  payed  by  the  Ministry  through  Wesley  for  this 
purpose — it  must  be  discountenanced,  or  all  torys  will  plead  religion  as 
excuse,  and  get  license  to  preach,  there  are  many  men  parol'd  from 
request,  in  the  lower  Counties.  I  have  hitherto  thought  it  best  to  evade 
the  Act  of  Assembly  for  sending  them  to  the  Enemy  as  many  wou'd  be 
useful  to  them.  I  think  confinement  to  a  County  over  the  Mountains 
wou'd  best  suit  them.  You  will  honor  me  with  your  opinion  upon  the 
above  subjects,  and  let  me  know  what  I  am  to  expect,  as  it  may  be  a 
means  of  regulating  my  future  conduct — This  will  be  delivered  you  by 
Capt:  Pierce — he  can  well  inform  you  of  our  situation  here.  With 
much  respect  and  very  great  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obt  Servant." 

Enclosed  is  the  return  of  his  command  viz 

'^Brigade  of  Militia  Commanded  by  Colo.  Josiah  Parker  &c." 
Infantry— Field  Officers  2,  Capts:  9,  Lieuts  13.  Ensigns  6. —    386 — 
Cavalry— Capts :  2,  Lieuts:  2.  Ensigns  1.     Total  Eank  &  Pile      46. 
Artillery    Capts  1,         "  "         «  «        iq 

Total  442 

Two  pieces  of  Artillery—"  1  12-pdr.  Cannonade,  1.  3-pdr.  double  for- 
tified."   

June  9th  CapT:   H.   YoUNG   TO   CoL:    Wm.   DaviES 

"Dr.  Sir, 
StauntoD  The  Iron  chest  that  was  put  in  your  Waggon  contains  a  num- 

ber of  Papers  of  consequence:  you  will  bo  pleas'd  to  take  it  with  you 
to  this  place.  We  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Enemy  are  within 
twelve  miles  of  Charlottesville— I  apprehended  two  days  ago  a  Deserter 
on  suspicion  of  his  being  a  Spie:  circumstances  are  strong  against  him, 
but  no  positive  proof,  he  says  that  the  Enemy  will  be  hear  in  a  day  or 
two— some  confidence  is  reposed  in  his  assertion  by  many,  for  my  part 
I  give  no  credit  to  any  thing  that  he  says. 

Two  days  ago  Mr.  Nicholas  gave  notice,  that  he  shou'd  this  day,  move 
to  Lave  a  Dictator  appointed*— Gen) :  Washington  &  Genl:  Greene  are 
*The  onemiGS  of  Patrick  flenry  have  asseiaedlh^hTs^amo^^als^  mentioiio^d 
in  this  connection,  and  that  he  did  not  manifest  such  disapprobation  of  the  proposi- 
tion as  became  one  so  prominent  in  the  cause  of  Republican  Liberty— Had  this  been 
true,  the  fact  would  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of  as  intelligent  a  correspondent 
as  Capt :  Henry  Young. 


CALENDAR  OF  STATE  PAPEES.  153 


talked  of.     I  dare  to  say  your  knowledge  of  these  worthy  Gentlemen,       1781. 
will  be  suificient  to  convince  you,  that  neither  of  them  will,  or  ought  to     June  9th 
accept  of  such  an  appointment — Genl :  Wayn  join'd  the  Marquis  yester- 
day with  a  very  respectable  Corps — perhaps  it  might  be  the  day  before, 
Accts.  differ. 

We  have  but  a  thin  House  of  Delegates,  but  they  are  zealous  I  think, 
in  the  cause  of  virtue — I  want  to  see  you  much.  I  think  this  Session  of 
Assembly  will  be  very  short. 

I  am  yr.  unshaken  frd:" 


Geo:  Rogers  Clarke  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  June  loth 

"Sir, 

Capt  Bentley  of  the  Illinois  attends  on  me  with  a  number  of  bills  Yohogania 
on  government  for  furnitures  made  to  our  troops  in  that  country.  Those 
that  I  have  countersign'd,  appear  by  the  accts.  annex'd  and  different 
letters  from  Genls.  to  be  sufSciently  authenticated  for  payment.  He  has 
other  Bills  drawn  by  Col.  Montgomery  that  I  cannot  with  propriety 
credit  untill  I  am  made  sensible  of  the  Justness  of  them  by  the  Accts : 
of  that  Country :  but  they  probably  may  be  Just.  Your  Excellency  will 
do  as  you  please  Respecting  them.  I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Charles 
Gratiot  hath  also  Bills  on  their  way  to  you.  Some  of  them  I  know 
must  be  Just,  as  that  Gentle,  as  well  as  Capt:  Bentley  have  taken  great 
Pains  to  subsist  our  Troops  in  that  Departmt.,  Particularly  paying  of 
the  Expence  of  an  Expedition  up  the  Illinois  River  which  promised 
good  Consequences."  ***!); 

"Capt:  Bently  appears  desirous  to  undertake  the  supplying  Port  Jeffer- 
son with  provisions  for  a  garrison  of  100  men.  If  it  should  be  your 
pleasure  to  make  such  contract,  I  dont  know  any  person  more  likely  to 
accomplish  such  a  task.  He  has  a  universal  good  character  as  a  gentle- 
man &  hath  suffer'd  much  on  aect.  of  the  present  contest. 
I  have  the  Honor  To  be  your  very 

Humble  &  obedt  Servt." 


Robert  Morris,  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  Junellth 

"Sir, 

No  doubt  you  have  seen  in  the  Publick  Papers,  the  plan  of  Estab-  Philadelphia 
lishing  a  National  Bank,  the  necessity  of  which  every  body  sees,  that 
allow  themselves  the  least  time  for  reflection  in  the  present  state  of  Pub- 
lie  Credit.  All  the  Publick  Bodies  in  America,  have  more  or  less  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  world  as  to  money  matters,  by  applying  Expedients 
to  stop  a  course  of  depreciation  which  original  errors  had  fixed  too  deep 
to  admit  of  any  radical  cure.  It  is  in  vain  to  think  of  carrying  on  War 
any  longer,  by  means  of  such  depreciating  medium,  and  at  the  same 
20 
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1781.  time  an  Efficient  circulation  of  Paper,  that  cannot  depreciate,  is  abso- 
June  11th  lutely  necessary  to  Anticipate  the  Eevenues  of  America — A  National 
Bank  is  not  only  the  most  certain ;  but  will  prove  the  most  useful!  & 
Economical  mode  of  doing  so.  It  is  therefore,  of  the  utmost  Import- 
ance, that  this  first  Essay,  confined  as  it  is  in  point  of  Capital,  should 
be  brought  into  action  with  the  greatest  Expedition: 

I  am  sensible  that  Plans  of  Publick  Utility,  however  Promising  and 
pleasing  they  may  be  on  their  first  Appearance,  soon  grow  languid, 
unless  it  be  the  Particular  Business  of  some  man  or  set  of  men  to  urge 
them  foward.  This  may  be  said  to  be  my  duty  in  the  present  instance; 
but  as  I  cannot  be  every  where,  I  must  apply  for  support  to  Gentlemen 
of  your  character  and  zeal  for  the  service  of  their  Country^  requesting 
in  the  most  ernest  manner,  you  will  urge  your  Friends  &  Fellow  Citizens 
to  become  Proprietors  of  this  Bank  Stock.  Every  Subscriber  will  find 
his  own  Interest  benefitted,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  he  deposites. 
And  I  dare  say  few  will  find  the  other  parts  of  their  Fortunes,  to  yield 
them  so  large  or  so  certain  an  income  as  the  Stock  they  have  in  the 
Bank.  And  at  the  same  time,  they  will  have  the  Satisfaction  to  be  Con- 
sidered for  Ever,  as  promoters  of  an  Institution,  which  has  been  found 
beneficial  to  other  Countries,  and  inevitably  must  be  so  in  the  high- 
est degree  to  this.  An  institution  that  most  probably  will  continue  as 
long  as  the  United  States,  and  that  will  probably  become  as  usefuU  to 
commerce  &  agriculture  in  the  days  of  Peace,  as  it  must  be  to  Govern- 
ment during  the  War. 

The  Capital  proposed  is  but  small,  when  the  Extent  &  Eiches  of  the 
United  States  are  considered,  but  when  put  in  Motion,  the  Benefits  flow- 
ing from  it  will  be  so  perceptible,  that  all  difficulty  about  Encreasing  the 
Capital  will  vanish.  And  we  shall  only  have  to  Appeal  to  the  interest  of 
Mankind,  which  in  most  cases  will  do  more  than  Patriotism — but  there 
have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  instances  where  Interests  have  been 
sacrificed  to  Patriotism,  and  in  that  belief,  I  ask  you  to  devote  some  of 
your  time  to  Promote  this  infant  Plan,  which,  as  it  gathers  Strength, 
may  in  the  end,  prove  the  means  of  saving  the  Liberties,  Lives  and 
property  of  the  Virtuous  part  of  America.  My  good  opinion  of  you  is 
an  excuse  for  giving  you  this  interruption. 
I  am  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obedt.  Servt." 


June  11th    Message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Harrison,  informing  the  H.  of  Del- 
gates  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  Eesolution  of  the  2nd  June,  viz — 

House  of  "Eesolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governour  be  desired  to  call  for  the 

Delegates  immediate  Assistance  of  Brigadier  General  Morgan,  to  take  the  Com- 
mand of  such  Volunteers,  Militia  or  others,  as  he  may  be  able,  Speedily 
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to  embody  and  march  to  join  the  Army  under  the  command  of  the        1781. 

Honble.  Major  General  Marquis  la  Lafayette;  that  this  Assembly  have     June  11th 

the  utmost  confidence  in  the  active  exertions  of  G-eneral  Morgan  in  the  G-en.  Morgan 

present  emergency;  and  that  the  Governour  do  transmit  to  the  said  gervlce^'&c 

General  so  many  proper  Commissions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Field 

Officers,  Captains,  Subalterns  and  others  to  be  by  him  appointed :     And 

the  said  resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  on  the  questipn  put 

thereupon  agreed  to  by  the  House — 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Henry  do  carry  the  Resolution  to  the  Senate  and 

desire  their  concurrence." 

JOHN  BBCKLEY  C.  h.  D. 


Eesolution  calling  upon  the  Commercial  Agent  to  purchase,  without    June  11th 
delay,  such  arms,  ammunition  and  Stores,  as  are  needed,  and  pledging  House  of 
the  resources  of  the  State  for  the  prompt  payment  for  the  same —       Delegates 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate — June  13th. 


Gilbert  Pielee  gives  receipt  to  Col:  John  Crappee,  for  Three  Thousand    June  llth 
Pounds,  paper  money,  on  account,  for  materials  purchased  for  the  "Dili- 
gence "  Galley,  by  said  Crappee  &c. 


B.  Ed:  Joel,  Majr.  Lt:  Intt.  to  Colo.  Wm.  Kelson.  Junel2th 

"Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  marched  at  10,  last  Evening,  with  Leeds 
Major  Eedman,  and  a  party  of  mounted  Volluntrs.  for  Richmond  County, 
to  seize  on  the  suspected  persons  and  deserters.  After  taking  one  Tiffie, 
a  most  notorious  promoter  of  sedition,  I  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Faun- 
tleroy  Die,  who  had  last  week,  assembled  a  party  of  Torys,  and  entered 
into  an  engagement,  sooner  to  die  than  perform  their  tour  of  duty :  on 
surrounding  the  house,  I  found  a  party  of  men  in  the  loft,  who  on  being 
sumoned  to  surrender,  call'd  out,  "Come  on,  we  will  have  life  for  life  by  v 
God — We  have  arms  plenty" — but  on  my  giving  orders  for  the  house  to 
be  fired,  if  they  did  not  submit,  they  call'd  out  for  quarter  &  gave  up — 
They  were  the  Sons  of  old  Die  (who  is  gone  off,  suppos'd  to  the  Enemy) 
and  one  Wilson,  a  deserter  from  the  Eighteen  months  men — they  had 
their  Musketts  loaded,  &  Bayonets  fixt  in  Bed  with  them,  inclosed  is  a 
return*  of  the  rest  we  have  apprehended  &  the  causes  for  that  step — 
These  men  have  in  open  contempt  to  the  laws  of  their  Country,  bid 
defiance  to  their  County  Lieut:  &  held  constant  meetings  of  the  disaf- 
fected. Old  Die  is  suppos'd  by  the  neighbours  to  have  gone  to  the 
Enemy,  in  order  to  bring  up  a  vessel  to  plunder  the  County. 
I  am  your  Obt." 

*  Not  found. 
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1781.  Eesolution   passed,   desiring   the   Executive   to   purchase   for   Genl: 

June  12th    Edward  Stephens,  an  elegant  Gelding,  to  replace  the  one  lost  by  him  m 
House  of        the  battle  of  Guilford  Court  house-Also  "  a  set  of  furniture." 


June  13tli 

Barracks, 

Albemarle 

Co. 


Geo:  Eice  to  Capt:  Henry  Young. 

Upon  hearing  there  were  some  public  stores  hid  in  the  woods  near 
Capt-  Bennett  Henderson's,  he  at  once  procured  a  wagon  and  has  recov- 
ered three  loads,  cheifly  powder-This  is  much  exposed,  the  casks  being 
open— has  stored  it  in  the  house  in  which  he  lives  for  security,  but  begs 
it  be  sent  for,  as  he  is  afraid  even  "to  have  a  candle  in  the  room." 


June  13th    Major   John   Prtor   Com:    Genl.    M.    Stores,   to   Col:   Davies,    at 

Staunton. 


Charlottes- 
ville 


On  account  of  the  large  reinforcements  of  Eiflemen  which  have,  and 
are  to  join  the  Marquis,  it  will  be  necessary  largely  to  increase  the  sup, 
ply  of  loose  Ammunition— Asks,  that  he  will  at  once  send  down  one 
thousand  weight  of  the  best  powder,  and  fifteen  hundred  of  lead— The 
latter  article  exceedingly  scarce— He  has  sent  out  "by  Expresses  to 
every  probable  House,  within  40  miles  extent  along  the  S.  W.  Mountains, 
to  collect  what  can  be  found  in  the  windowsf  and  elsewhere."  The 
powder  was  sent  off  by  mistake  of  the  Conductor  of  Mil:  Stores— The 
want  of  Musket  and  Cannon  ammunition  will  be  much  felt,  by  reason  of 
the  stoppage  of  the  Laboratories— That  at  Bedford  is  "of  the  first 
importance,  as  the  Operations  of  Genl :  Greene,  entirely  depend  upon  its 
supplies."  Since  the  arrest  of  Capt:  Irish  it  had  been  discontinued,  but 
he  has  sent  Capt:  Grear  up  to  "undertake  the  business"  there — He  has 
written  and  complained  until  he  is  tired,  of  the  importance  of  sending 
to  the  mines  for  lead— He  now  sends  himself  a  person  to  bring  a  supply 
Some  for  New  London,  Stanton,  and  for  Winchester,  where  he  proposes 
to  establish  a  Magazine  and  Laboratory. 

He  is  informed,  the  powder  at  Seven  Islands  was  destroyed  by  th( 
enemy  on  Saturday  last;  but  thinks  some  must  have  been  saved,  as  h( 
had  sent  down  on  Thursday  twenty  men  of  the  Buckingham  Militii 
under  Officers  to  remove  it — Concludes  "  The  Enemy  now  lay  at  Ell 
Island — Some  of  their  Lt.  Troops  about  the  Bird  Ordy. — Our  army  lay 
at  Mr.  Allegries — I  think  we  shall  touch  them  up  tomorrow — pray  di£ 
patch  the  powder  &  lead." 

*  Out-flt  for  the  horae. 
I  Lead  was  used  in  fixing  the  panes  of  glass  in  the  Sashes  at  this  date  &  before  th 
introduction  of  the  use  of  Putty. 
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Major  J.  Pryor  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

June  14th 
Since  writing  last  night  so  urgently  in  regard  to  the  want  of  powder  Charlottes- 
and  lead,  he  has  found  a  supply  of  the  former,  but  the  latter  "  amazingly 
wanted  in  camp";  and  hopes  not  a  moment  of  time  will  be  lost  in  send- 
ing it — concludes — "It  seems  the  Enemy  are  moving  down — our  army 
pretty  strong,  and  after  them  in  high  spirits — pray  God  they  may  over- 
take them,  I  think  a  good  acct.  may  be  rendered  of  them.  The  Mar- 
quis is  very  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  losses  that  have  been  sustained '' 
in  the  moving  stores  &c  &c. 


EicHD.  Baston  to  Brig:  Genl:  Morgan.  June  14th 

He  is  frequently  called  upon  to  furnish  provisions  and  forage  for  the  Winchester 
Post  at  this  place,  but  the  people  not  being  willing  to  sell  what  they 
have  at  the  low  prices  fixed  by  the  last  act  of  Assembly  is  at  a  loss  what 
to  do — The  business  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money,  of  which  he 
has  never  been  furnished  "with  one  shilling  by  the  Publick" — He  has 
been  obliged  to  advance  cash  for  driving  cattle  &c — Mr.  John  Thomas, 
he  hears  has  a  large  sum  of  the  Public  money  in  his  hands — With  this 
he  can  furnish  all  the  supplies  needed. 


Major  Langborne,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Marquis  de  le  Lafayette  &    June  I4th 
Q.  M.  Genl  &c.  to  Major  Eiohd:  Claiborne — (Extract.) 

"Unless  Sir  you  furnish  the  Wagons  &c  that  you  promised,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  move  the  Army.  We  now  shall  advance  nearly  the  route 
the  enemy  has  been — they  have  destroyed  all  our  Stores,  and  broke  up 
our  magazines,  and  unless  we  can  have  Wagons  sufScient  to  supply  the 
Army,  thirty  or  forty  miles  off,  we  shall  be  destitute  of  every  necessary. 
I  request  that  you  will  not  fail  sending  the  Wagons  without  delay,  other- 
wise the  whole  blame  will  fall  on  you,  on  you  only  I  have  the  least 
hope." 


"  Whereas  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the  Quarter  Master's  Depart-  June  14th 
ment  for  the  State  of  Virginia  has  hitherto  been  conducted,  has  been 
attended  with  many  delays  and  inconveniences,  both  to  the  people  and 
to  the  public  service:  and  it  being  expedient  that  a  new  disposition 
should  be  made  to  remove  these  diflEiculties  agreable  to  the  late  system 
for  the  Quarter  Masters  Department,  established  by  Congress ;  and  the 
duties  of  the  Officers  to  be  employed,  and  their  districts  and  posts  be 
more  clearly  understood — ^it  is  therefore  proposed — 
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1781.  That  there  be  nine  Assistant  deputy  Quarter  Masters,  who  shall  have 

June  14th  charge  of  the  principle  posts  to  be  established  in  the  State,  as  the  gov- 
erning places  to  which  the  stores  and  supplies  are  to  be  drawn,  and  that 
a  certain  District  be  given  to  each — 

That  as  the  great  line  of  Communication  from  Philadelphia  to  the 
Southern  Army  through  this  State,  will  be  from  Alexandria  to  some 
part  of  Staunton  or  Dan  Rivers,  there  be  one  principle  post  at  Alexan- 
dria, one  at  Fredericksburg,  one  at  Carter's  Perry  on  James  Eiver,  and 
one  at  some  convenient  place  on  Dan  or  Staunton  which  will  be  gov- 
erned by  the  navigation  up  the  river  Dan. 

That  as  Richmond  is  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  a  place  where  the 
principal  Factories  for  the  Southern  Department  are  established,  it  be  a 
principle  post. 

Williamsburg,  being  a  place  where  the  supplies  from  the  lower  Coun- 
ties should  be  collected,  it  is  necessary  to  establish  it  as  a  principle  post, 
for  that  purpose. 

That  Charlottesville,  be  continued  as  a  principle  post  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Convention  Troops — 

Winchester,  being  a  place  where  good  Wagons  and  Horses,  may  be 
procured  with  great  ease,  that  it  be  a  principle  post  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  comprehend  as  much  of  that  Country  as  supplies  can  be  drawn 
from  with  convenience. 

That  as  Petersburg  is  allways  a  post  of  convenience,  in  case  of  inva- 
sions in  the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  and  a  place  to  which  the  supplies 
from  the  Counties  below  the  falls  of  Ronoke,  and  others  convenient  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Appomattox  River  should  be  collected,  that  it  be 
held  a  principle  post — 

That  the  District  of  Alexandria  comprehend  the  Counties  of— 
Fairfax, 
Prince  William, 
Loudon — 

The  District  of  Fredericksburg,  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland  Fauquier 

Lancaster  Spotsylvania 

Richmond  Caroline 

Westmoreland  King  &  Queen 

King  George,  Essex 

Stafford—  Middlesex 

The  District  of  Carter's  Ferry,  the  Counties  of 
Louisa  Prince  Edward— 

Goochland 
Powhatan 
Cumberland 
Buckingham 
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The  District  of  the  Eivers,  Dan  &  Stanton,  the  Counties  of 

1781. 

Mecklinburg 

Hallifax 

June  14th 

Lunenburg 

Pittsylvania 

Charlotte 

Henry, 

Bedford 

The  District  of  Eichmond, 

the  Counties  of — 

Hanover 

New  Kent, 

Henrico 

Charles  City 

King  William 

Chesterfield — 

The  District  of  Williamsburg,  the  Counties  of 
James  City  Norfolk 

Warwick  Nansemond 

Elizabeth  City  Isle  of  Wyght 

York.  Northampton 

Gloucester  Accomack. 

Princess  Ann. 

The  District  of  Charlottesville,  the  Counties  of 
Culpeper  Pluvannah 

Orange  Amherst 

Albemarle  Augusta. 

The  District  of  Petersburg,  the  Counties  of 
Surry  Brunswick 

Prince  George,  Greenesville 

Dinwiddle  Amelia — 

Southampton 
Sussex 

That  there  be  so  many  depending  posts  within  the  different  Districts, 
as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  supplies,  and 
that  the  direction  be  given  to  a  Store  Keeper. 

That  it  is  expected  the  supplies  beyond  the  blue  Eidge,  to  the  South- 
ward of  the  Winchester  District,  are  used  for  the  support  of  the  Troops 
in  that  Quarter,  and  are  under  the  direction  of  proper  persons,  they  are 
omitted  in  this  arrangement — but  should  it  be  found  necessary  hereafter 
to  comprehend  them,  they  will  be  added  to  one  or  more  of  the  districts 
already  pointed  out,  or  formed  into  other  districts  as  may  be  convenient. 

That  as  the  supplies  within  the  districts  are  to  come  from  the  Coun- 
ties forming  them  in  proper  proportions.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Assist- 
ant Deputy  Quarter  Masters  for  the  District  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
Executive,  to  call  on  the  Civil  authority  to  furnish  them  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  necessary  means  of  transportation  for  the  supplies  com- 
ing from  each  respective  County,  so  that  each  County  will  regularly  do 
its  own  Separate  duty — 

That  the  transportation  from  one  post  to  another,  shall  be  made  by 
the  public  Wagons  or  Boats,  as  far  as  we  shall  have  them  to  answer  the 
purpose — and  that  where  we  shall  want  the  aid  of  private  property,  the 
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1781.  Quarter  Master  from  whose  district  the  stores  are  to  go,  in  the  first 
June  14th  instance,  shall  have  power  to  call  on  the  civil  authority  within  the  dis- 
trict, for  such  aid;  and  that  the  private  "Wagons  or  Boats  so  furnished, 
shall  be  discharged  at  the  next  post,  from  whence  the  stores  are  to  be 
fowarded,  by  the  same  means  from  that  district — timely  information 
being  given  from  post  to  post,  by  the  Quarter  Masters,  of  the  coming  of 
such  a  number  of  Boats  or  Wagons — 

This  is  a  system  proposed  in  consequence  of  our  having  experienced 
the  good  effects  of  Similar  ones  to  the  northward,  both  in  public  and 
private  points  of  view. 

BDWAED  CAEEINGTON,  D.  Q.  M.  Genl: 

for  the  S.  Army. 
1st  January  1781. 

EICHAED  CLAIBOENE, 

D.  Q.  Mr.  S.  Virginia — 

His  Excellency  Governor  Jefferson  &  Council.* 

February  15th  1781. 
An  Order  from  Colo.  Carrington  advising  the  approach  of  the  Army 
under  the  Command  of  Lord  Cornwallace  to  Boyd's  ferry  and  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  all  the  heavy  Baggage  of  General  Greene's  Army  to 
Prince  Bdward  Court  house,  rendered  an  alteration  in  the  arrangement, 
indispensable.  Capt:  Charles  Eussell  is  therefore  retired  to  Prince 
Bdward  Court  house,  and  take  charge  of  the  Stores — To  the  post  of 
Prince  Edward  Court  house  are  given  the  Counties  of  Prince  Edward, 
Charlotte,  Lunenburg.  Mecklinburg,  Bedford — which  are  to  be  taken 
from  the  District  of  Carter's  ferry  and  Boyd's  ferry — 

March  11th  1781. 

The  Bnemy  having  retired  from  Dan  river,  Mr.  Wm.  McCraw  is 
appointed  to  that  Station,  and  to  keep  his  principal  post  at  Wimbishes 
Stores  in  Peytonsburg. 

April  2d  1781. 

The  Prisoners  having  marched  to  Winchester  from  Charlottesville) 
that  place  is  to  be  discontinued  as  a  principal  post :  the  Counties  of  Albe- 
marle, Orange,  Fluvannah,  Amherst  &  Augusta  to  be  given  to  Carter's 
Ferry;  and  the  County  of  Culpeper  to  Fredericksburg  District— Capt : 
Eice  to  settle  his  accounts  as  soon  as  possible — 


*  This  Document  is  a  Copy  of  the  original,  not  elsewhere  found ;  together  with  the 
several  alterations  made  at  diflferent  dates,  consequent  upon  a  change  in  the  events  of 
the  war.  This  "Plan,"  was  suggested  January  1st  1781,  and  should  have  been  placed 
at  that  date;  but  that  connected  with  it  are  to  be  found  entries  of  other  consequetive 
dates,  and  occurrences,  down  to  June  14th  1781:  hence  this  is  properly  the  date  of 
the  Copy. 
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May  loth  1781.  1781. 

The  honorable  Major  Genl :  Baron  Steuben,  having  directed  that  Char-  June  14th 
lottesville  be  the  place  of  General  Eendezvous,  for  the  equipment  of  the 
Troops  now  raising  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  service,  and  as  a 
large  number  of  Wagons,  horses  &  drivers,  are  to  be  procured  for  the 
Army  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  it  again  be  established  a  principal  post;  Capt:  Eice  is  restored 
to  the  full  possession  of  his  former  District,  and  to  be  stationed  at  that 
place  as  Assistant  Deputy  Qr.  Master — 

Capt:  Charles  Eussell  being  appointed  to  superintend  the  receiving  & 
delivery  of  the  stores,  which  are  to  be  collected  at  Albemarle  Old 
Court  house,  as  a  place  of  security  from  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy, 
the  post  of  Prince  Edward  Courthouse,  which  was  under  his  direction 
is  discontinued,  and  the --Counties  comprehended  with  it,  are  annexed 
to  their  original  districts  of  the  Elvers  Dan  &  Stanton  &  Carter's  ferry 
on  James  Eiver — 

The  Enemy  having  taken  possession  of  the  post  of  Petersburg,  and 
made  prisoner  Capt:  Holmes,  who  was  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter 
Master  at  that  place,  the  District  is  discontinued,  and  the  Counties  are 
to  be  annexed  to  the  adjoining  districts,  as  may  hereafter,  be  found  con- 
venient. Mr.  Daniel  Teasdell,  Clerk  to  Capt:  iEolmes,  is  to  settle  the 
accounts  as  soon  as  possible — 

14th  June  1781. 

The  Enemy  having  got  possession  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  State  and 
the  public  stores  being  directed  to  be  sent  beyond  the  Mountains,  that 
Staunton  in  Augusta  be  a  principal  post  for  that  purpose,  and  to  influ- 
ence the  Counties  of  Augusta,  Eockingham,  Eockbridge  and  Greenbrier, 
and  the  direction  of  it  be  given  to  Capt  Thomas  Hamilton.  This  altera- 
tion is  agreeable  to  an  order  from  Colo.  Edward  Carrington,  Deputy 
Quarter  Master  General  for  the  Southern  Army,  dated  23d  May  1781. 


Pinal  Action  of  the  Genl :  Assembly — on  the  motion  made  on  the  12th    June  15th 
June,  "that  the  Executive  be  desired  to  present  to  Captain  John  Jouett  House  of 
an  elegant  sword,  and  pair  of  pistols,  as  a  memorial  of  the  high  sense.       Delegates 
which  the  General  assembly  entertain;  of  his  activity,  and  enterprize  in 
watching  the  motions  of  the  Enemy's  Cavalry  on  their  late  incursion  to 
Charlottesville,  and  conveying  to  the  Assembly  timely  information  of 
their  approach,  whereby  the  designs  of  the  Enemy  were  frustrated,  and 
VdAny  valuable  stores  preserved." 


u 
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1781.  Major  John  Prtor  to  Colo.  Davies,  at  Staunton. 

June  15th  .  »  at,     HT 

Charlottes-  Prom  the  "  amazing  scarcity  of  musket  cartridges  m  Gamp  tne  Mar- 
''"^^  quis  has  requested  him  to  erect  at  this  place  a  temporary  Laboratory— 
To  do  this  he  detains  "the  moulds,  paper,  formers  &c"  also  some  strag- 
glers of  the  State  Garrison  Eegt.  lately  employed  at  Hendersons,  who 
will  be  put.to  work  at  once— Hopes  to  collect  "a  considerable  quantity 
of  lead  from  the  windows"— has  about  one  hundred  pounds  which  he 
got  "at  &  near  this"— What  is  collected  below  he  has  ordered  to  Camp 
for  the  Eiflemen— He  has  again  sent  to  the  mines  for  a  supply,  and  has 
written  to  Colo.  Calloway,  who  lives  near  them  to  give  his  aid  and  to 
urge  "all  good  citizens  &  friends  to  America"  to  render  assistance  "in 
transporting  this  important  article"— He  hears  "our  Army  has  moved 
down,  low  as  the  Bird  Ordnry."  but  does  not  know  where  the  Enemy  are. 


June  15th      BrIG:    GeNL:     DaNL:    MORGAN,    TO    THE    HoN:    SPEAKER   OF   THE   H.   OF 

Delegates. 

"Sir, 
Winchester  I  wrote  you  the  other  day  that  I  gladly  accepted  the  power  the 

Honbe.  the  Assembly  was  pleased  to  invest  me  with,  and  at  that  time 
had  no  doubt  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  raise  the  volunteers  requested 
Some  local  circumstancesliave  since  happened,  which  have  altered  the 
face  of  affairs ;  this  particular  time  of  Harvest  has  operated  much  upor 
the  people,  otherwise  not  unwilling,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  law  te 
equip  and  provide  for  the  Army,  I  am  raising,  made  it  necessary  for  m* 
to  call  on  the  best  aid  I  could  possibly  get — So  circumstanced,  I  wrote 
to  the  Gentlemen*  who  I  esteem  of  most  influence,  who  were  gooc 
enough  to  meet  to-day,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  their  delibera 
tions :  if  the  Assembly  thmk  proper  to  do  anything  effectual,  I  can  onl] 

*  The  Gentlemen  referred  to  were  Maj  :  Genl  Horatio  Gates,  Danl :  Morgan — Col 
Wm.  Darke,  Major  Nelson,  John  Smith  Co.  Lieut:  of  Frederick,  Col:  John  Morro\ 
of  Berkeley,  Col :  David  Kenedy  of  Frederick — Major  Geo :  Scott  of  Berkely,  Capt 
Pra:  Willis  Lt.  Horse  and  Chas:  M.  Thurston — They  resolved  themselves  into 
"Convention"  to  consider  of  the  most  speedy  and  proper  method  of  carrying  on 
the  late  Act  of  Assembly  empowering  Genl;  Morgan  to  raise  volunteers  &c  &c- 
To  this  end,  they  recommended  that  Depots  of  supplies  be  established;  pledge  them 
selves  to  aid  in  procuring  all  manner  of  "implements  of  war";  horses,  for  the  drs 
goons,  wagons  and  teams — recommend  that  Genl :  Morgan  be  empowered  to  emplo 
artificers,  and  that  his  Quarter  Masters  &  Commissaries  have  full  authority  to  exe 
cute  his  Orders — In  as  much  as  the  particular  season  of  the  year  prevents  the  peop' 
from  volunteering  as  they  might  otherwise  do,  they  appeal  to  the  Militia  of  Berkeley 
Frederick,  Hampshire,  Loudon,  Fauquier  and  Shenandoah,  who  are  drafted  to  relie\ 
those  already  in  service,  to  join  Morgan's  Corps — George  Rootes  Esqr  chosen  ( 
wait  upon  the  assembly  to  urge  these  measures  to  receive  any  further  instruction 
and  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  Genl :  Morgan  himself — 
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say,  my  services  are  at  my  Country's  command — To  carry  on  the  much       1781. 
desired  scheme,  I  have  been  raising  two  Troops  of  Horse;  but  every    Junei5th 
man  willing  to  serve  has  not  a  horse  that  could  be  accepted — horses 
therefore,  and  every  implement  of  war  must  be  provided  for,  and  some 
effectual  mode  for  paying  the  tradesmen  employed.    Majr.  Nelson  fell 
in  here  some  little  time  ago  to  refit — 

T  immediately  employed  tradesmen  and  have  had  all  necessaries  done 
for  him — Some  mode  for  their  payment  I  hope  will  be  provided  for,  and 
the  money  sent,  as  I  stood  liable  therefor.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
Assembly  there  are  in  this  Town,  materials  and  Artificers  who  can  sup- 
ply very  many  implements  of  war,  if  they  were  employed — let  me  add, 
the  situation  is  out  of  the  way  of  surprize,  and  will  be  a  sure  assylum 
for  a  Store  house  of  future  utility — 

By  the  appointment  of  the  Gentlemen  who  did  me  the  favour  to  meet 
me  here,  and  by  my  desire,  Colo.  Eootes  has  undertaken  to  deliver  this : 
to  him  I  refer  you  for  any  information  the  Honble  the  Assembly  may 
farther  want — his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley,  and  his  abilities  to  inform,  will,  I  flatter  myself  render  him  use- 
full — from  him  you  will  collect  the  minutia,  much  better  than  I  can  inform 
you  by  way  of  letter.  I  have  no  doubt,  but  the  Honble  the  Assembly 
wiU  provide  for  his  expenses  and  dispatch  him  with  instructions  to 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humb  Servant. 


Co. 


Gaekett  Vanmeter  Co  Lieut  :  to  "  the  Govebnor  op  Va.  at  Staunton."    June  16th 

"Sir, 

In  consequence  of  a  letter  I  received  sometime  ago,  from  his  Excel-  Hampshire 
lency  Governor  Jefferson,  relative  to  a  late  Insurrection  in  this  County, 
I  ordered  out  a  Company  of  my  militia  as  Mounted  Infantry,  together 
with  Three  Companies  of  Foot,  as  the  Eioters  had  embodied  themselves, 
and  the  numbers  very  considerably  increased.  On  the  a,pproach  of  our 
men  to  the  place  where  the  rioters  had  assembled,  they  dispersed  with 
precipitation — only  a  few  surrendered,  and  a  few  taken  prisoners.  Sev- 
eral more  of  them  have  surrendered  since :  however  the  principal  con- 
spirators, and  a  number  of  their  deluded  followers  still  keep  out — I  have 
inclosed  a  list  of  them  from  the  best  information  I  could  procure,  and 
humbly  submit  it  to  your  Excellency's  pleasure  what  steps  will  now  be 
proper  to  take  with  them — the  first  nineteen  on  the  list  seems  by  all 
accounts  to  be  the  most  daring.  Eobert  Smith,  Thomas  Stacey  and 
Michael  Boulger  are  the  principal  conspirators..  Those  who  were  taken, 
and  surrendered,  to  the  number  of  Forty  two,  have  been  examined 
before  the  County  Court,  and  three  of  them  are  Ordered  to  have  a 
further  trial — the  greatest  part  of  the  rest,  bound  over  to  be  Indicted  at 
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1781.       GUI'  next  Grand  Jury  Court,  and  a  few  acquitted — these  last  were  cheiflj 
June  16th    Deserters  whom  I  have  sent  to  join  the  Army — 

I  presume  your  Excellency  will  think  it  necessary  to  Issue  a  Commis- 
sion of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for  the  Trial  of  those  who  are  ruled  to  a 
further  Trial,  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  October  1780—1  shall 
continue  the  Company  of  Mounted  Infantry  some  time  longer  in  service, 
as  I  expect  they  will  apprehend  the  Cheif  of  those  who  yet  stay  out, 
For  further  particulars,  I  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  bearer  Mr.  Andrew 
Woodrow. 

^    I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  very  obedt  Servant." 


June  16th    Major   Ed:    Claiborne   to    the    Honble    Speaker    op    the   H.   oi 

Delegates. 
"Sir, 
Staunton  The  situation  to  which  the  Quarter  Master's  department,  in  the 

Continental  line  of  this  State  is  reduced,  and  the  fatal  consequences 
which  may  attend  a  further  delay^  induces  me  to  make  a  representation 
of  it  to  you,  &  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  submit  it  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Hon :  House  of  Delegates. 

The  want  of  money  and  the  loss  of  credit  in  consequence,  has  obliged 
me  to  decline  all  purchases  &  contracts  on  public  account,  &  to  request 
the  Gentlemen  engaged  with  me  to  do  the  same,  so  that  at  present  there  is 
a  total  stop  put  to  business  throughout  the  State — My  prospects,  until 
the  Enemy  got  possession  of  the  lower  counties  &  destroyed  the  arrange- 
ment which  I  had  made,  were  good,  because  I  had  considerable  warrants 
f;rom  the  Governor  on  the  Treasury,  &  upon  the  faith  of  my  promises, 
founded  on  them,  procured  large  supplies,  &  induced  the  people  to  give 
their  aid;  but  now  there  is  such  a  visible  alteration,  that  few  or  none 
will  trust  or  serve  us — Indeed,  I  am  so  disappointed  in  the  support  1 
expected,  that  when  I  propose  a  contract  I  cannot  with  the  least  confi- 
dence promise  a  single  person  when  he  shall  be  paid. 

I  have  a  long  time  since,  given  the  Quarter  Master  General  &  the 
Commanding  Generals  in  this  State,  full  information  respecting  the  evils 
which  have  happened,  &  the  indispensable  necessity  of  adopting  some 
mode;  or  furnishing  me  the  means  to  prevent  them;  but  I  have  had  no 
assistance,  except  from  the  Government  of  Virginia,  nor  do  I  expect  any 
other.  In  justice  to  myself  therefore,  &  to  enable  me  to  answer  the 
demands  that  are  made,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  Sir,  that  your  atten- 
tion was  never  so  necessary  towards  the  department,  as  at  this  time. 

If  money  cannot  be  had  to  answer  the  immediate  purposes,  let  some 
plan  be  fallen  on,  either  by  enforcing  the  laws  that  are  already  past,  or 
by  fixing  upon  something  new,  that  will  make  up  the  defflcieney— 
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It  is  with  much  concern,  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  repeat  the  1781. 
defect  in  the  number  of  Wagons  required  by  the  law  of  October  Session,  June  16th 
for  Continental  purposes ;  for  the  want  of  these,  to  foward  provisions  & 
stores,  &  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Southern  Army,  for  which  they' 
were  designed,  I  have  been  obliged  to  hire  &  keep  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness, the  means  of  transportation  which  should  have  been  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  Army  among  us.  The  loss  of  them  has  been  attended 
with  such  an  additional  expence,  that  it  has  been  one  principal  means  of 
my  inability  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  made  by  Major  General, 
the  Baron  Steuben  &  Major  General,  the  Marquis  do  la  Fayette,  Com- 
manding Generals  in  the  State,  for  the  same  articles — Had  I  the  money 
which  has  been  expended  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  I  should  how  have 
it  in  my  power  to  supply  the  Army,  without  delay,  as  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  Waggons  and  teams  to  be  had  in  this  part  of  the  Country,  at  a 
moment's  warning;  but  as  I  am  destitute  of  the  money  to  induce  them 
to  turn  out,  the  consequence,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  bad  to  the  Army,  as 
you  will  find  by  the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  Langborn, 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  &  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
Genl:  to  the  Troops.  As  to  any  blame  that  may  fall  on  me,  as  is 
observed  by  Major  Langborn,  respecting  the  Wagons  required,  I  have 
ready  &  sufficient  reasons  to  prove  that  I  do  not  merit  it. 

In  addition  to  the  wagons  called  for  by  the  law,  for  Continental  use, 
the  Executive  while  in  Office  in  Eichmond,  gave  orders  to  the  commis- 
sioners, to  appoint  a  Deputy  in  each  County,  to  collect  the  specifics,  & 
that  they  should  brigade  all  the  wagons  &  carts  within  their  respective 
Counties,  &  upon  the  application  of  the  Continental  Quarter  Masters  to 
call  them  into  service  in  regular  rotation ;  but  I  have  been  disappointed 
in  this  matter  likewise,  as  the  people  in  many  instances  have  refused  to 
conform  to  the  plan. 

I  inclose,  for  the  more  particular  information  of  the  House,  Copies  of 
the  Governor's  directions  to  the  Commissioner — perhaps  they  may  find    ■ 
it  necessary  that  some  such  regulation  should  be  passed  into  a  Law, 
which  will  diffuse  itself  more  generally  &  be  better  attended  to — 

To  enter  into  a  detail  of  things  generally,  that  respects  the  depart- 
ment, would  take  up  more  time  than  your  discernment  &  decision  wou'd 
require,  therefore.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  without  money  or  credit,  how 
am  I  to  obtain  the  means  of  transportation,  the  necessary  supplies  of  For- 
age &  Camp  Equipage,  the  conveyances  of  dispatches,  or  to  keep  the 
persons  already  employ'd  in  their  several  stations  ? 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  Sir,  that  whatever  yourself,  with  your  Hon- 
arable  House  shall  determine  upon  for  the  good  of  the  public  service,  so 
far  as  respects  the  department  in  which  I  am  engaged  I  will  most  cheer- 
fully join  in  the  measures,  and  contribute  to  their  success,  with  as  much 
diligence  &  dispatch  as  possible — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  &c." 
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1781.  Col:  Geo:  Corbin  to  Gov:  Jefpeeson. 

Accomack  Since  his  last  letter  giving  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
County,  "matters  wear  a  much  better  aspect"— For  particulars,  refers 
him  to  the  bearer  Capt:  Abraham  Outen,  who  goes  to  receive  the  com- 
mission mentioned  in  his  late  letter,  which  he  hopes  his  Excellency  will 
not  refuse— Desires  a  commission  also  "for  a  young  Gent:  of  the  name 
of  John  Eevell,  who  has  purchased  a  whale  boat  and  engaged  his  men 
for  the  same  purpose"  The  filling  up  of  these  commissions  will  much 
oblige  the  friends  of  American  Independence  in  his  County. 


June  17th        Thomas  Smith,  D.  C.  Mil:  Stores  to  Col:  Da  vies,  at  Staunton. 

New  London  By  direction  of  Major  J.  Pryor,  he  had  gone  to  that  place  to  reestab- 
lish the  Laboratory,  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Southern  Army;  but 
finds  the  means  of  carrying  out  this  very  important  design  almost 
entirely  wanting— Desires  to  be  informed  at  once,  whether  he  can  be 
supplied  with  Tin,  Cartridge  paper,  and  other  necessary  Military  Stores 
from  Staunton,  so  that  he  may  immediately  undertake  the  business — 


June  18th  CoL:   Wm.   Da  VIES   TO  THE  EXECUTIVE. 

"Sir, 
Staunton  As  the  Assembly  at  their  last  session  requested  that  some  plan  for 

the  establishment  of  the  War  Ofiice,  should  be  prepared  for  their  con- 
sideration, I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  submit  my  thoughts  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  your  honorable  board,  conceiving  that  from  the  nature  of  my 
present  appointtaent,  as  well  as  from  a  constant  experience  for  almosi 
six  years,  in  a  variety  of  military  departments,  I  might  possibly  be  abk 
to  give  some  information  respecting  the  duties  of  an  office,  which  has 
military  matters  solely  for  its  object.  Should  you  agree  with  me  in  sen- 
timent, with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the  plan,  I  have  now  the  honoi 
to  propose,  I  trust  you  will  not  think  it  amiss,  to  lay  this  representatioi 
before  the  Legislature,  with  such  observations  as  you  may  judge  ii 
proper  to  make — 

.  It  is  evident  that  frequent  examination,  is  the  way  to  make  men  dili 
gent  as  well  as  honest;  without  it,  fraud  and  negligence  would  sooi 
exhaust  the  riches  of  a  country  much  more  wealthy  than  ours — Fron 
this  cause  chiefly,  originate  the  complaints  which  so  generally  prevail 
of  mismanagement  in  the  several  military  departments.  With  an  infi 
nite  variety  of  business  on  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  it  will  always  b 
impossible  for  them  to  attend  to  scrutinies  of  this  kind ;  and  of  cours 
they  will  never  be  able  to  obtain  a  just  knowledge  of  the  real  state  o 
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application  of  the  stores  and  resources  of  the  country.  This  then  is  one  1781. 
of  the  great  duties  of  the  War  OfiSce,  to  prepare  for  the  inspection  of  June  18th 
government,  such  documents  as  will  enable  them  to  form  proper  ideas  of 
the  state  of  the  public  supplies,  and  of  the  conduct  of  their  servants  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  several  appointments — For  this  pur- 
pose it  is  necessary  that  the  Commissioner  should  by  law  be  vested  with 
an  inquisitorial  power,  and  have  authority  to  demand  from  the  dif- 
ferent military  departments  exact  returns  of  their  receipts  and  issues, 
and  of  all  other  matters  incident  to  their  offices,  accordmg  to  the  nature 
of  their'respective  employments — 

From  the  quarter  Master  General  should  be  required,  periodical 
returns  of  all  the  articles  belonging  to  his  department,  such  as  teams, 
waggons,  boats  and  the  necessary  appendages  belonging  to  them:  he 
should  report  at  stated  intervals,  the  quantity  of  forage  collected  by  him 
or  his  agents  in  the  different  counties  under  the  various  laws,  with  the 
deficiencies  still  due:  the  places  where  the  magazines  are  fixed,  with  the 
quantity,  and  kind  in  each,  he  should  render  regular  accounts  of  all 
his  transfers  and  issues  to  Continental  agents,  or  for  Continental  pur- 
poses. 

As  matters  stand  at  present,  nobody  knows  the  quantity  of  forage 
collected  or  issued,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  when  the  State  has  furnished 
its  quota  of  the  Continental  specific  requisitions — 

The  Forage  of  this  Country  is  an  article  of  great  value,  and  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  our  operations;  yet  the  distresses  we  are  fre- 
quently reduced  to,  and  the  violence  and  depredations  committed  on  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants,  are  full  proof  of  the  want  of  management 
in  that  department,  and  the  necessity  of  other  arrangements  than  have 
heretofore  been  observed. 

The  article  of  provision,  is  another  matter  of  the  greatest  moment. 
Much  has  been  wasted,  much  has  been  lost,  and  a  greal  deal  may  have 
been  misapplied.  A  large  portion  of  what  has  been  consumed,  has  been 
issued  in  so  irregular  a  manner,  and  with  such  insufficient  vouchers,  as 
can  never  make  the  continent  properly  chargeable;  nor  has  the  person 
now  at  the  head  of  the  department,  notwithstanding  frequent  applica- 
tions from  the  War  Office,  ever  been  able  or  willing  to  give  any  account 
of  the  state  of  his  department,  of  the  amount  of  his  stores,  the  quanti- 
ties furnished  by  the  counties,  what  have  been  the  issues,  or  what  their 
application.  These  returns  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  government 
can  never  judge  without  them,  what  parts  of  the  State  have  complied 
with  the  law,  nor  when  the  State  itself  has  furnished  the  quota  of  pro- 
vision required  by  Congress ;  nor  indeed,  can  they  otherwise,  form  any 
well  founded  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  their  Commissary ;  nor  have  they 
any  check  upon  his  application  of  the  stores  that  pass  through  his  hands. 
The  Cloathing  department  is  intimately  connected  with  the  comfort- 
able state  of  the  troops  in  the  field — ■ 
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1781.  To  form  a  just  idea  of  their  situation,  the  Sub,  or  State  Cloathier 

June  18th  should  make  frequent  returns  to  the  War  Office,  of  all  that  he  receives, 
and  all  that  he  issues,  distinguishing  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  Con- 
tinent, from  those  by  the  State,  and  specifying  also-  the  articles  sent  in 
from  the  Counties,  and  what  may  still  be  due  from  them — 

Returns  should  be  frequently  required  from  the  Commissary  of  Mili- 
tary Stores^  who  should  also  superintend  the  laboratory  and  magazines 
of  munition,  and  should  pay  particular  attention  to  the  recovery  of 
arms,  occasionally  lent  to  the  Continent:  a  matter  of  considerable 
momentto  the  safety  of  the  State. 

As  the  invasion  law  has  authorized  the  impressment  and  appropria- 
tion of  a  variety  of  articles  within  some  one  of  the  before-mentioned 
departments,  which  are  paid  for  by  the  State,  altho'  of  right  chargeable 
to  the  continent,  it  is  requisite  that  returns  of  these  articles  should  be 
made,  if  possible,  from  the  Auditor's  Office,  where  they  have  befen  set- 
tled, that  they  may  be  entered  upon  the  returns,  and  included  as  part  of 
the  quota  furnished  by  the  State  to  the  Continent — This  is  the  more 
necessary,  as  it  will,  at  the  same  time  furnish  government  with  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  great  abuses  practised  under  this  law,  and  enable  them 
to  put  a  stop  to  them. 

To  the  Commissioner  of  "War,  should  also  be  allotted  the  duties  of  the 
Adjutant  General's  department — 

All  orders  from  the  Executive  the  different  military  departments 
should  issue  thro'  this  office,  and  be  recorded  in  it.  This  regulation,  of 
itself  would  be  productive  of  great  good  effects,  and  will  prevent  much 
contradiction  and  confusion  in  Orders,  which  have,  and  always  will  fol- 
low, from  any  other  arrangement — In  this  office  should  be  kept  a  roster 
for  the  regulation  of  militia  duty  thro'  the  State — Here  should  be  made 
stated  returns  of  the  strength  of  the  Virginia  Continental  line,  of  the 
strength  of  the  militia  in  the  several  counties,  with  the  number  and  con- 
dition of  their  arms  and  accoutrements — Here  should  be  lodged  discrip- 
tive  lists  of  the  new  levies  from  the  Counties  respectively,  and  of  all 
deserters  from  the  Army  belonging  to  the  State,  as  well  as  the  militia 
delinquents  condemned  to  six  months  service. 

In  this  office  too,  should  be  registered  the  names  and  rank  of  the  mili- 
tia Officers,  and  the  rank  roll  of  the  Continentals,  that  warrants  may  be 
issued  without  delay,  upon  the  occurrence  of  vacancies,  agreeably  to  the 
resolutions  of  Congress— Here  should  be  lodged,  returns  from  the 
proper  Officers  in  the  different  Counties,  of  the  specifics  raised  in  their 
respective  Counties,  and  delivered  by  them  to  the  Orders  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  under  the  direction  of  the  quarter  masters,  Commissa- 
ries, and  Commercial  Agent.  It  should  bo  the  Commissioner's  duty,  to 
prepare  the  estimates  of  military  supphes,  for  the  consideration,  and  final 
Order  of  the  Executive,  and  if  approved,  communicate  them  to  the  Com- 
mercial Agent,  that  the  purchase  may  be  m^de,    H^re  should  be  lodged. 
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all  plans  for  public  military  works,  which  may  be  projected  by  the  engi-  1781. 
neer  or  others,  and  approved  by  the  Executive — The  Commissioner  June  18th 
should  attend  to  the  establishment  of  Magazines,  to  the  regularity  of 
issues  of  every  kind,  and  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  economy  in  the 
different  departments  under  his  inspection — He  should  at  all  times  be 
responsible  to  the  Executive  for  his  conduct,  and  controulable  by  them; 
yet  it  will  be  wrong  to  subject  him  to  the  delay  of  taking  their  opinion  in 
evcrj^  step  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  public  good,  and  of  having 
their  previous  approbation  as  a  prerequisite,  before  he  can  do  any  thing, 
as  is  the  case  at  preset.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  Executive  can  interfere 
when  they  please,  and  give  him  such  orders  as  they  think  proper.  A 
prudent  Commissioner  however,  will,  for  his  own  security  crave  their 
advice  and  directions  on  every  matter  of  importance  in  his  department : 
the  officer  should  be  displaced  that  would  not — It  should  also  be  the  Com- 
missioners duty  to  prepare  all  the  various  returns  from  the  different 
departments  beforementioned,  and  digest  them  into  general  abstracts, 
that  the  Legislature  may  at  every  session,  be  furnished  with  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  strength  of  the  country,  and  of  the  State,  applica- 
tion and  amount  of  the  supplies  of  every  kind  that  may  be  raised. 

A  War  OflSce  thus  constituted  may  be  of  essential  service  to  the  State: 
upon  its  present  footing,  it  has  not  the  power  to  be  of  much  use — For 
this  variety  of  business,  the  Commissioner  should  be  a  man  of  known 
fidelity  to  his  Country,  diligent  and  attentive  to  his  duty,  and  of  a  stock 
of  knowledge  acquired  from  actual  experience  in  military  arrangements. 
His  business  will  be  constant,  difficult  and  extensive ;  it  will,  however, 
if  properly  executed,  be  found  to  be  economical,  satisfactory  and  instruc- 
tive— A  few  clerks  will  be  necessasy,  with  one  who  should  be  a  first 
clerk  or  kind  of  Secretary,  dictating  letters,  and  doing  the  ordinary 
duties  of  the  office,  sljould  unavoidable  necessity  or  urgent  public  busi- 
ness occasion  the  Commissioner  to  be  absent  for  a  short  time. 

A  reasonable  compensation  for  the  services,  the  Assembly  will  cheer- 
fully bestow ;  and  when  the  utility  of  this  arrangement  is  seen,  for  which 
the  course  of  a  year  will  probably  be  sufficient,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
of  their  liberality  in  making  the  emoluments  bear  a  proportion  to  the 
labors  of  the  office,  and  the  advantages  derived  to  the  public. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  with  the  highest  respect 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant." 


"At  a  General  Court  Martial,  held  at  Leeds  Town,  by  order  of  Col :  June  18th 
Wm.  Nelson,  Commandant,  the  18th  day  of  June  1781,  for  the  Trial  of  Leeds  Town 
Fauntleroy  Dye,  charg'd  with  aiding  and  assisting  the  Enemies  of  this 
Commonwealth  during  an  invasion,  with  encouraging  Desertion  from 
the  Army,  with  dissuading  and  discouraging  the  militia  from  opposing 
the  Enemy  and  for  giving  Intelligence  to  the  Enemy,  contrary  to  an  Act 
22 
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1781.       of  Assembly  passed  in  May  Session  1780,  entitled  "an  Act  for  giving 
June  18th    further  Powers  to  the  Governor  and   Council,  and  for  other  Purposes " 
and  also  for  Sundry  other  crimes  and  misdemeanors — " 

Major  Eedmann  President 
Major  J^elson,  Lieut:  Eobertson 

Capt:  Edwards,  Lieut:  Jackson 

Capt  Harrison  Lieut:  Kelsick 

Capt:  Mitchell  Lieut  Hungerford    J- Members  of  the  Court 

Capt:  Monroe  Ensign  Butler 

Capt :  Harper  Ensign  Moore 

Lieut:  Berkeley  Ensign  Deane 

Eichard  Parker,  Judge  Advocate—^ 
After  the  Examination  of  numerous  witnesses  for  and  against  the 
accused  and  due  consideration  of  the  Testimony  the  court  unanimously 
declared  him  guilty,  and  "  decreed  and  ordered  that  the  said  Pauntleroy 
Dye  be  confined  and  imprisoned  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war,  without  Bail  or  main  prize" — Which  sentence  was  signed  by  Vin- 
cent Eedman  Maj :  Prest.  and  approved  by 

"WM.  NELSON  Colo.  Commandant." 


June  18th  ACCOUNT  or  THE  CAPTURE  of  a  schooner  called  the  "Hero's  Eevenge" 
by  a  Baltimore  armed  vessel,  without  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
former. 

Her  crew  deserted  the  vessel,  and  with  their  arms  escaped  to  the 
shore — The  gentlemen  of  the  county  went  in  pursuit,  and  after  a 
chase  of  twenty  miles,  came  up  with  and  captured  the  whole  of  them — 
This  schooner  had  been  taken  from  one  Hughs  of  Gloucester  Co.,  by  the 
Enemy  and  it  appeared  he  had  volunteered  on  board  with  them  to  repair 
his  loss — The  Commander  is  one  Eobert  Bulfell  Capre,  who  lately  had 
escaped  from  Powhatan  Co  House  Jail — most  of  the  Prisoners  were 
Deserters  from  the  American  Army — The  negroes  found  and  taken 
with  them,  belonged  to  John  Page  Esq,  Isaac  Smith  of  Accomac,  to  gen- 
tlemen in  Somerset  Co.  Md:  to  Mr.  Tayloe  of  Eichmond  and  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Webb  of  Essex  Co. 

The  writer  of  this  account  requests  of  the  Executive  instructions  as 
to  how  he  shall  dispose  of  the  prisoners,  they  being  composed  of  desert- 
ers, British  and  negroes. 
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Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  the  Hon:  Speaker  op  the  Assembly.  1781. 

gjj,  June  18th 

Since  writing  my  Letter  to  you,  of  the  16th  I  find  it  necessary  to     Staunton 
heg  your  Attention  to  some  things  which  require  to  be  done  without 
delay. 

The  Post  of  Staunton  is  destitute  of  Forage  &  Provisions — in  conse- 
quence of  which,  both  men  &  horses  in  the  service  of  the  public,  that 
are  stationed  here,  are  suffering  much.  I  have  made  application  to  the 
Oommissioner  of  the  provision  Law  of  Augusta  County,  but  cannot 
obtain  any  thing — He  informs  me  that  all  the  Specifics  are  consumed,  & 
that  the  people  will  not  part  with  their  property  upon  his  promises.  I 
have  likewise  written  to  the  County  Commissioners  of  Eockbridge, 
Eockingham,  &  Greenbrier,  who  should  have  been  long  since  in  office, 
but  am  informed  that  no  such  persons  are  appointed ;  neither  can  I  learn 
that  there  is  either  provisions  or  forage  to  be  had,  of  any  consequence, 
in  those  counties — As  it  is  of  great  importance,  that  the  appointments 
of  the  Commissioners  shuld  be  complete  throughout  the  State,  as  there 
are  many  wanting,  perhaps  the  honble  the  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  see  that  it  is  done,  when  they  return 
from  the  present  Session — And  as  forage  &  provisions  for  the  consump- 
tion of  this  Post  cannot  be  procured  by  any  power  or  means  which  I 
am  possessed  of,  I  beg  that  some  way  may  be  adopted  to  enable  me  to 
obtain  an  immediate  supply. 

I  beg  leave  likewise  Sir,  to  mention  again  the  application  of  Maj : 
Langborne  for  wagons,  to  be  kept  as  a  moving  magazine ;  and  my  great 
anxiety  that  they  should  be  procured  as  soon  as  possible — At  least  fifty 
will  be  necessary — Eleven  for  the  ammunition — Nine  for  the  Quarter 
Mastr.  Stores — fifteen  for  the  Forage  Master — and  Fifteen  for  the  Com- 
missary— Others  should  be  had  in  different  parts  of  the  country  to  col- 
lect supplies  as  the  Commissioners  or  Continental  Q.  Mast,  may  require. 
You  must  be  well  informed  Sir,  that  there  are  wagons.  Provisions  & 
Forage  to  be  had  in  the  Country  in  the  greatest  plenty,  so  that  nothing 
is  wanted,  but  ways  &  means  to  obtain  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

With  the  highest  Esteem  &  respect  &c." 


Ealph  Wormley  J0R:  To  Messrs.  Walker  &  Denison  Portsmouth.    Juneisth 

"  Gentlemen, 

We  have  waited  here  for  the  return  of  the  Swift,  till  we 
can,  with  propriety  wait  no  longer.  We  are  ourselves  tired,  and  have 
tired  all  our  friends^-the  anxiety,  uneasiness  and  inconveniences  we  have 
labored  under,  are  inexpressible ;  at  length  we  have  determined  to  leave 
this  place  in  search  of  you.     If  we  should  miss  you,  impute  it  not  to 
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1781.       design:  we  are  under  a  necessity  of  going:  the  garrison  even,  does  not 
June  18th    approve  of  our  long  continuance,  and  the  government  may  likewise  cen- 
sure us  when  we  do  not  deserve  censure,  for  remaining  here  so  long. 

The  day  you  went  away,  we  found  your  cruize  wou'd  be  of  none  effect, 
for  a  letter  came  up  by  some  of  Mr.  Wormeley's  negroes  to  Mr.  Eoss' 
Agent,  which  acquainted  us,  that  the  schooner  privateer  was  the  Sur- 
prize Capt:  Eoss,  the  owner  Mr.  "Frederic  Ehinelahder  of  New  York: 
he  sailed  for  N.  York  9th  inst: — if  we  should  miss  you,  whatever 
expences  you  incur  shall  be  paid ;  if  you  should  be  landed  at  Hampton, 
hire  horses  there  to  York,  from  York  to  young  Mr.  Lewis'  &  in  Mr. 
Wormeley's  name  desire  him  to  lend  j'ou  his  chair  &  horses  to  Eosegill, 
which  we  are  sure  he  will  do — in  taking  the  step  we  do,  we  are  unhappy; 
but  perhaps  you  may  be  gone  to  New  York,  and  we  might  be  detained 
here  a  month,  or  ordered  away — in  short  we  are  so  distressed,  that  we 
judge  the  step  we  take  to  be  the  properest,  &  that  there  is  every  proba- 
bility of  you  being  within  the  Capes,  of  our  meeting  with  you  in  Hamp- 
ton Eoad,  or  in  the  bay.  we  are  under  the  greatest  &  heaviest  concern 
gentlemen, 

Your  most  obdt.  Servant 

"Mr.  Wormeley  has  written  to  Capt:  Grraves  concerning  you,  and 
hopes  no  difficulties  will  overtake  you,  by  our  going  away,  even  if 
we  miss  you,  he  hath  spoken  to  Colo.  Hamilton  concerning  you,  should 
you  come  up  to  Portsmouth." 


June  18th  David  Eoss  TO  PATRICK  Henrt  Esqr.  Staunton. 

"Sir, 
Pt.  of  Pork  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  the  bearer  James  Eice  to  your 

notice,  he  is  one  often  Pensylvania  "Waggoners,  that  brought  arms  from 
Philadelphia  to  this  place,  and  were,  by  contradictory  orders  of  our  Gen- 
eral Officers,  detained  16  days  after  their  arrival  at  Fredericksburg— 
this  detention,  he  alledges  was  the  cause  of  himself  &  two  others  being 
taken  by  Colo.  Tarlton,  by  which  means  they  lost  their  waggons  & 
teams  &  some  other  property,  and  thinks  it  highly  reasonable  that  the 
Assembly  should  consider  his  case  &  render  him  such  relief  as  they  think 
proper— Prom  motives  of  humanity  &  justice  you'll  do  him  all  the  ser- 
vice in  your  power. 

You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  our  proceedings  at  this  place— We  have 
obtained  no  great  credit,  &  suffd.  very  great  loss— I  have  suffered  greatly. 
I  am  trying  to  get  my  plantations  in  the  way  of  making  a  little  bread— 
the  whole  Army  were  encampt  on  my  Estate  &  subsisted  upon  it  whilst 
here,  besides  this  they  destroyed  every  thing  in  their  power— I  shall, 
be  at  Staunton  in  a  few  days  &  have  much  to  say  to  you,  in  the  mean- 
time I  am  Sir, 

You  most  humble  Servant." 
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Abraham  Penn  Co.  Lieut,  to  Hon:  Wm.  Flemina,*  Staunton.  1781. 

June  18th 
Has  received  his  by  Express,  and  regrets  so  many  of  the  militia  of  Henry  Co. 
his  county  are  called  out  at  this  important  season — but  the  enemy  he 
supposes  will  not  wait  "till  we  sow  or  reap" — Has  no  arms  having  sent 
one  hundred  with  the  men  to  Genl :  Greene,  and  another  hundred  with 
those  who  went  to  Genl:  Lawson — and  desires  to  know  whether  he  shall 
send  the  men  unarmed,  and  whether  they  they  can  be  furnished  below — 
An  Express  has  just  arrived  from  Baron  Steuben  calling  for  men,  but  he  is 
at  a  loss  how  to  obey  the  order — A  number  of  delinquents,  condemned 
to  six  months  service  in  the  regular  army  are  at  large,  impeding  the 
march  of  others — Having  no  Jail  in  which  to  confine  them,  asks  for 
instructions  to  have  them  and  deserters  arrested  by  mounted  patrols  and 
carried  to  Camp;  the  latter  to  bo  credited  with  a  "Tour  of  Duty"  on 
account  of  this  service.  He  thinks  by  this  means,  he  may  "  get  rid  of 
those  Dastardly  fellows  who  are  a  burden  to  us." 


Michael  James  to  Bev:  Eandolph  Bsqr.  at  Eichmond. 

He  has  examined  the  condition  of  the  Boat  "Liberty,"  and  finds  her 
in  a  much  better  condition  than  he  expected — Expects  to  have  her  ready 
for  service  in  a  few  weeks.  The  Boat  "Patriot"  sailed  for  Portsmouth 
on  the  twelfth. 


June  19th 


Hampton 


Sampson  Mathews,  magistrate  for  Augusta  County,  certifies,  that  he  June  19th 
has  administered  "  the  oaths  prescribed  by  Law  to  be  taken  by  a  privy  Staunton 
Councillor"  to  Samuel  McDoweU  Esqr. 


Sampson  Mathews,  a  magistrate  for  Augusta  County,  certifies  that  he    June  19th 
has  administered  "  the  Oaths  prescribed  by  Law,  to  be  taken  by  a  Gov-     Staunton 
ernor"  unto  Thomas  Nelson  junr.  Esquire" — also  to  Saml:  Hardy  Esqr:, 
as  member  of  the  Privy  Council. 

*  Colo.  Wm.  Fleming  of  Botetourt  as  oldest  &  presiding  member  of  the  Council 
acted  as  Governor  until  Genl :  Nelson  was  chosen. 
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1781.  J.  Peyton  to  Genl:  "Weedon  pr:  Majr.  Joel. 

June  19th    "Dear  Sir, 

Gloucester  By  Majr.  Joel  I  ree'd  your  favor  of  the  15th  and  shou'd  be 

happy  in  being  able  to  render  that  Gentleman  any  assistance  in  the 
present  or  any  future  occasion — ^you  must  hav.e  been  misinform'd  as  to 
the  enemy  taking  post  on  Gwyn's  Island — Some  little  time  past  the 
Bonetta  was  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  Peanetank,  with  three  other 
smaller  Vessels — they  landed  about  50  men,  who  carried  off  three 
Beeves — upon  my  being  inform'd  of  it,  sent  on  some  militia  &  drove  all 
the  Stock  to  the  main ;  since  have  not  heard  of  their  being  there.  Some 
of  their  vessels  are  continually  in  the  mouth  of  that  river  and  I  am  con- 
vinced from  many  circumstances,  hold  a  correspondence  with  one  or 
more  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gwyn's  Island  and  Middlesex,  to  the  latter 
their  boats  are  frequently  seen  to  pass  and  repass,  the  inhabitants  in 
general  disaffected — You  have,  (I  dont  doubt)  heard  of  the  enemy  plun- 
dering Wormley,  Grimes,  Eobinson,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Urbanna — 
I  say  fortunately,  for  really  the  circumstances  are  something  extraor. 
dinary.  After  plundering  the  houses  of  Wormley  &  Eobinson,  they,  a 
few  days  passed,  with  some  other  Tories  assembled  at  Grimes',  I  sup- 
pose to  condole,  or  rather  consult  a  plan  of  recovery,  that  night  the 
enemy  went  seven  or  eight  miles  up  a  very  narrow  Eiver,  and  plundered 
them  a  second  time,  without  landing  at  any  other  house.  Since,  I  am 
told  they  obtained  a  flag,  of  the  County  Lt:,  went  down  to  Portsmouth, 
was  rec'd  as  friends,  sent  back  in  a  sixteen  gun  Brig,  with  directions  to 
take  their  property  wherever  found.  I  am  further  told,  after  laying  in 
provisions  &c  proceeded  in  quest  of  the  plunderers :  this  I  think  worthy 
of  notice,  nothing  has  happened  in  this  county  except  a  number  of 
negroes  going  to  them — nothing  I  believe  has  saved  us  from  sharing  the 
fate  of  the  Tories  but  the  vigilence  of  our  Guards,  have  only  to  con- 
clude, I  am  respectfully. 

Dear  Sir,  your  obedt  Hble  Servt." 


June  19th    CouRT  Martial  held  for  the  trial  of  Edward  "Wright,  charged  with  the 
like  offences,  and  as  being  concerned  with  Fauntleroy  Dye. 

Leeds  Town  The  court  composed  of  the  same  Officers  as  those  recorded  in  the  trial 
of  Dye.  The  accused  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war  without  bail  &c. 
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Colo.  John  Taylor  to  Thos:  Nelson  jur:  Governor  &c.  1781. 

Kgjp  June  19th 

By  the  command  of  General  Spotswood,  I  am. to  make  several  Staunton 
applications  to  the  Executive  respecting  the  Legions  raising  for  the 
defence  of  this  State.  The  General,  long  since  furnished  the  Commercial 
Agent  with  an  abstract  of  the  Cloathing  and  equipments  necessary  to 
be  procured,  but  is  not  yet  informed  of  the  progress  made  therein — he 
bid  me  urge  the  great  utility  of  having  these  in  the  progress  of  the 
recruiting  business,  as  a  few  well  dressed  Legionaries  would  tempt  others 
into  the  Corps — with  respect  to  the  equipments,  caps  are  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  whole  corps,  not  only  as  the  infantry  in  legions  are 
occasin'ally  to  act  mounted," but  also  to  keep  up  an  uniformity  with  the 
Cavalry.  In  the  form  of  these  caps,  he  would  wish  them  to  be  some- 
what of  a  conical  shape,  and  each  to  be  covered  with  a  slip  of  bears- 
skin:  this  would  so  add  apparently  to  the  stature  of  the  men,  as  to 
deceive  the  eye  of  an  Enemy,  and  probably  draw  their  shott,  and  strokes, 
too  high  to  do  execution. 

Another  matter,  which  may  appear  trivial,  tho'  is  really  of  considera- 
ble importance,  which  he  bid  me  press,  was  the  procuring  of  a  plume  for 
each  Legionary,  the  allurements  of  show,  are  more  efficatious  in  the 
procuring  of  recruits,  than  any  solid  advantages,  and  such  an  ornament, 
the  price  of  which  is  inconsiderable,  will  he  thinks  be  really  an  economy 
on  this  score — besides  it  will  give  his  Corps  a  martial  look,  which  may 
not  want  its  impression  on  an  Enemy  in  the  day  of  Battle — he  would 
wish  these  plumes  to  be  made  of  black  feathers  with  a  white  tiift  at  the 
top,  to  Keep  up  an  uniformity  with  the  cockade." 

The  General  also  wants  two  hundred  pair  of  boots — two  French  horns 
first,  and  second,  four  clarionets,  one  Bassoon  and  one  "Houtboy,"  as 
necessary  to  the  "harmony  and  discipline"  of  the  corps — He  hopes 
measures  have  been  duly  taken  to  procure  the  arms  for  the  cavalry — So 
far,  the  Officers  have  been  very  successful  in  recruiting,  having  secured 
about  two  hundred  men  "for  the  war" — Those  enlisted  are  anxious  to 
receive  their  bounty  money,  and  he  urges  the  payment  of  this  as  an 
inducement  to  others  to  join — He  is  ready  to  give  his  Excellency  any 
verbal  information  required  in  regard  to  the  prospects  of  the  corps,  and 
is  particularly  anxious  to  forward  the  business,  so  as  "  to  go  below  and 
seize  the  present  favorable  crisis  for  recruiting" — In  conclusion,  he  has 
only  to  apply  to  his  Excellency  for  the  Commissions  of  the  Field  Offi- 
cers, for  Genl :  Spotswoods,  and  for  the  requisite  number  of  blanks,  for 
the  subalterns  &c. 


•The  Executive  urged  by  Joint  Eesolution,  to  use  every  means  to  make    June  20th 
remittances  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  for  their  private  allowances.  General 
either  by  sending  them  Tobacco  and  Hemp,  or  by  adopting  such  other      Assembly 
means  as  they  may  see  fit. 
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1781.  James  Mills  to  Archibald  Eitchie  at  Tappahnk. 

June  20th     »Dear  Sir," 

Urtanna  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  you  since  my  last,  or 

I  shou'd  not  have  omitted,  convinc'd  as  I  am  of  your  real  regard  for  us, 
tho'  very  sloly,  yet  I  think  1  have  mended  every  day  since  I  last  wrote, 
this  excepted,  by  the  loss  of  my  last  nights  sleep,  occasioned  by  Genl: 
Weeden's  Aid  de  Cam,  and  a  Capt:  Munro — they  lodged  with  me  and 
went  early  this  morning  to  pine  top,  for  which  service  the  pressed  horses 
from  Mr.  "Wormeley  and  left  there's,  so  that  I  doubt  they'l  be  back. 
When  we  meet,  we  will  talk  these  matters  over,  they  greatly  condemn 
our  sending  a  Flag  &c — Mr.  Probant  tells,  me  you  saw  the  letter  he 
brought  down  for  S.  F.  he  is  not  returned,  puts  me  to  a  great  loss 
how  to  answer — I  understand  Carre  wants  a  supply  of  money,  at  this 
Inst :  I  am  not  master  of  50  Dollars — I  understand  when  he  was  in  Eich- 
mond  Goal,  he  was  supplied  on  his  draft,  that  it  was  honour'd — If  you 
think  it  prudent,  I  will  risque  2  or  £300,  and  beg  you'l  advance  it.  I 
will  repay  it  directly  when  I  hear,  but  I  wou'd  not  choose  to  undergoe 
any  suspicion,  as  I  mean  only  to  assist  prisoners  in  distress — I  can't  explain 
my  meaning  otherways,  and  wish  I  had  more  in  my  power — Be  their 
intention  what  it  will,  I  greatly  rejoice  in  your  happy  escape  from 
Depredations  and  further  fears,  tho'  I  can't  help  thinking,  but  their 
design  was  plunder,  for  a  Brig  has  been  committing,  for  three  days  past 
every  horrid  scene  of  cruelty,  down  this  Eiver  and  all  up  Pianetank — I 
just  hear  they  have  carried  Coll:  Churchhill  off  with  them  (in  anger  for 
being  fired  on)  I  received  Mr.  Beverly's  letters  safe,  and  only  wait  the 
return  of  our  Friends,  to  bless  my  eyes  once  more,  with  the  sight  of  you 
all — indeed  I  long  for  it  more  than  ever — excuse  incorrectness,  for  I  am 
greatly  hurried,  as  the  Aid  de  Camp  is  just  come  to  the  door  wth.  Ander- 
son their  prisoner,     he  once  lived  in  Essex. 

Believe  me  with  the  greatest  affection  Ever  Yours  &c." 


"Your  hhead  Tobo  is  safe   out   at   Mr.  Eoan's  house- 
before." 


-was  moved 


June  21st        Joint  Eesolution  passed,  desiring  the  Executive  to  take  such  steps,  by 
General  offering   a   pardon  or  otherwise,  as  may  effectually   suppress   certain 

Assembly  ajjjgyj.ggjj^g  g^^^  |.}jgjj.  associates   in   the  "Western   and  Northwestern 
Frontiers  &c. 

For  "reforming  Clark's  and  Crockett's  regiments,  and  Slaughter's 
Corps." 

Calling  to  account,  all  Officers,  Agents,  Commissaries,  Quarter  Mas- 
ters and  Contractors,  or  other  persons  concerned  in  the  disbursements 
of  public  monies  in  the  "Western  Country,  belonging  to  Virginia,  for 


CALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES.  177 


their  proceedings,  and  appointing  others  to  manage  their  business  if       1781. 
necessary.  June  21st 

Authorizing  the  Executive  to  put  a  stop  to  the  Expedition  lately 
ordered  to  Detroit,  and  to  take  steps  for  disposing  of  the  Stores  &c  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose. 


ix-' 


Commission  of  "Oyer  &  Terminer"  under  the  seal  of  the  Common-  June  21st 
wealth,  granted  by  the  Governor,  Thos.  Nelson  Jur: — to  John  Magill, 
Alexander  "White,  Dolphin  Drew  Jur:  &  Philip  Pendleton  Esqr.,  to  assem- 
ble at  the  Court  House  of  Hampshire  County  on  the  tenth  day  of  July, 
for  the  trial  of  any  or  such  persons  in  said  county  accused  of  Treason, 
or  any  such  crime,  injurious  to  the  Independence  of  America  &c  &c. 


Majoe  B.  Edgar  Joel  to  Brig:  Genl:  Weeden.  June  21st 

"My  dear  General, 

In  obedience  to  your  Orders,  on  monday  last  I  set  Hob's  Hole* 
out  for  Gwyn's  Island.  A  few  miles  from  Leeds,  I  received  Intelligence 
of  several  vessels  being  in  Piankitank ;  this  induced  me  to  push  on,  and 
tho'  75  miles  distante,  I  arrived  that  Evening  at  Sir  John  Peyton's — 
I  found  you  had  been  totally  misinform'd.  that  the  Enemy  had  not 
taken  post  on  the  Island,  but  only  landed  to  seize  some  stock.  The  next 
morning.  Sir  John  &  myself  rode  down  to  reeoinirtre  Mobjack  Bay  and 
Gwin's  Island,  of  both  which  places,  I  have  taken  a  scetch,  which  I 
shall  send  you.  while  we  were  on  the  beach  a  Brig  came  round  Pianki- 
tank Point,  and  anchored  under  the  Middlesex  shore — On  my  arrival  at 
Urbanna  in  the  Eveng.  I  was  informed  that  the  Enemy  had  landed  at 
one  Anderson's,  on  the  bay,  &  had  brought  cannon  on  shore  with  them. 
I  instantly  dispatcht  an  Express,  who  return'd  at  4  in  the  morning  with 
an  account  that  the  Enemy  were  on  shore — Capt  Monroe  who  accompa- 
nied me  as  a  dragoon,  and  myself,  instantly  set  oif  for  pine  top,  on  horses 
we  borrowed  of  Mr.  Wormeley,  determined  to  attack  them.  On  our 
arrival,  we  found  the  boats  Just  got  on  board  with  Colo.  Churchill,  whose 
house  they  had  plundered  &  taken  him  off.  From  the  account  of  young 
Churchill,  I  had  reason  to  expect  they  intended  landing  under  cover  of 
a  Flag,  again  at  Andersons,  this  Flag  I  was  determined  to  detain,  as  it 
is  expressly  forbid  in  their  own  Code  of  naval  laws,  carrying  on  any 
correspondence  by  flag,  from  private  vessels  of  war,  to  the  Enemy — 
And  I  ordered  the  Militia  down  on  the  bank,  to  oppose  the  landing  of 
the  other  boats;  which  they  observing,  saluted  us  with  8  or  9  shts.,  got 
under  way,  and  run  over  for  the  Bay.  I  have  seiz'd  Anderson  &  ordered 
him  up  to  this  place,  from  there  to  be  convey'd  with  the  British  seamen 

*  Now  called  Tappahannock. 

23 
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1781.  who  were  lately  taken  to  Leeds,  there  to  wait  your  Orders.  The  crimei 
June  21st  of  which  Anderson  is  accused,  are  of  the  blackest  dye,  holding  a  corres 
pondence,  trading  with,  and  continually  going  on  board  the  Enemy  ar( 
the  least  part  of  his  villany.  Sir  John  Peyton  having  mentioned  ai 
Extraordinary  Flag's  being  sent  from  Urbanna,  I  thought  it  my  duty  t( 
enquire  into  the  particulars  &  I  waited  on  Mr.  Wormley,  &  relying  oi 
your  indulgence  &  to  give  greater  weight  to  my  appearance,  announcec 
myself  as  your  supernumerary  Aid — I  demanded  by  whose  authority  th( 
Flag  had  gone,  &  who  were  the  persons  that  went  in  her.  I  received  the 
following  account,  that  the  flag  was  granted  by  the  County  Lieut:  Men 
tague,  &  that  the  persons  who  accompanied  it,  were  Mr.  Ealph  Wormlej 
Jur :  Mr.  P.  Grimes,  Mr.  Simon  Frazier,  Mr.  Walker  &  Denizon— thai 
the  two  last  had  returned  in  a  King's  Brig,  which  after  victualling  al 
Urbanna,  had  proceeded  with  them  in  search  of  the  Brig,  which  hac 
taken  their  property.  This  step  has  with  great  Justice  given  umbrage 
to  every  friend  of  this  country.  To  behold  (after  the  declaration  of  th< 
Enemy  that  "none  but  such  as  had  not  taken  an  active  part  shoulc 
recover  their  property)  a  County  Lieut :  granting  a  flag  of  truce  to  per 
sons  who  have  ever  been  suspected  of  nefarious  practices,  and  as  thickl 
adherers  to  the  British  cause:  that  Flag  received  with  the  utmost  polite 
ness  at  Portsmouth,  and  a  King's  vessel  dispatcht  to  recover  their  effects 
must  surely  be  grating  to  every  friend  of  Independence,  whose  propertj 
has  been  carried  off,  without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  a  recovery 
In  the  name  of  those  friends,  I  solicit,  an  enquiry  may  be  made  into  the 
affair.  And  now  Sir,  permit  me  to  point  out  the  true  state  of  the  neci 
between  Eappahannock  and  Piankitank.  Behold  the  disaffected  hold- 
ing an  uninterrupted  commerce  with  the  Enemy — The  militia  giving 
way  to  every  lawless  inclination,  turning  out  with  reluctance  to  defend 
their  own  coasts,  or  refusing  to  do  so  att  all — The  laws  useless  and  dis 
regarded  for  want  of  proper  persons  to  carry  them  into  execution — Th( 
County  Lieut:  condemned  &  despised  by  all.  the  militia  unprovided 
with  powder,  ball  or  flints,  and  the  coasts  for  want  of  a  few  necessarj 
Guards  open  to  the  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  of  which  the  plunder  o: 
Urbanna  by  15  men,  is  a  sufficient  proof  Sir  John  Peyton  agrees  with 
me  in  opinion,  that  an  active  intelligent  officer,  appointed  to  superintenc 
the  defence  of  Eappahanock,  Piankitank  &  the  adjacent  shore,  Witt 
authority  to  mount  40  or  50  men,  which  would  easily  be  done,  as  not  s 
horse  has  yet  been  taken  from  Middlesex,  would  infallibly  prevent  thesf 
depredations  of  the  Enemy,  &  what  is  of  more  consequence,  their  cor 
respondence  with  the  inhabitants.  But  while  the  present  system  is  pur 
sued  in  this  neck,  while  applications  are  made  to  the  masters  of  priva 
teers,  instead  of  defiance  &  the  language  of  Soldiers,  all  will  remain  ir 
anarchy  &  confusion— I  could  meet  with  cannon  of  no  Kind— Sir  Johi 
Peyton  has  very  prudently  mounted  one  on  a  field  carriage,  which  maj 
be  of  great  service:  Indeed  I  have  found,  on  minute  observation  th< 
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Glouster  Militia  better  provided   &  their  coast  guards  better  posted        1781. 
than  any  other  county.     Let  me  flatter  myself  you  will  approve  my     June  21st 
steps  &  the  expedition  I  have  made  &  beleive  me  to  be 
With  unfeigned  regard 


Your  obliged." 


B.  Edgar  Joel  to  Brig  Genl  G.  Weedon.  June  22d 

"I  was  just  going,  my  dear  Sir,  to  send  off  the  foregoing,  yesterday,  Leeds 
when  Col:  Roan  the  C.  Lieut:  of  Essex  waited  on  me  &  informed  me  of 
some  circumstances,  I  take  to  be  of  consequence,  let  me  hope,  my  dear 
General,  Providence  has  given  us  a  clue  to  this  nest  of  vipers,  it  is  our 
part  to  make  use  of  it.  the  night  before  last,  the  British  prisoners 
requested  permission  to  send  a  Letter  to  Simon  Frazier  of  Urban  na 
(whom  they  did  not  know  was  gone  down  in  Montague's  flag)  for  a  sup- 
ply of  money,  &  chose  a  free  mulatto  to  carry  it — in  the  evening  one 
Probart,  a  man  of  most  notorious  character,  and  who  has  ever  been  sus- 
pected of  giving  intelligence  to  the  Enemy,  demanded  leave  to  carry  the 
letter,  which  Col:  Roan  positively  refused,  &  ordered  him  on  no  account 
to  quit  the  town.  Notwithstanding,  he  undertook  to  convey  a  letter 
from  the  Prisoner  to  the  sd :  Frazier,  and  went  oif  unknown  from  Hob's 
Hole — Col:  Roan  getting  notice  of  it  sent  a  guard  down  to  Piscataway 
Perry  to  seize  &  search  him  on  his  return — they  found  only  the  enclosed 
letter*  on  him  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  which  in  my  opinion,  is  of  an  extraordi- 
nary nature,  his  knowledge  of  the  letter  to  Frazier,  his  uncertainty 
how  to  act,  his  fears  &c  &c  all  point  out  some  secret  connections — and  it 
seems  Mr.  Ritchie  knowns  the  design  of  this  vessel  was  not  plunder, 
however  Colo.  Roan  &  myself  thought  it  proper  to  wait  on  Mr.  Ritchie 
and  in  the  most  polite  manner  seal  up  his  papers  untill  we  could  receive 
further  directions.  Can  we,  my  dear  Sir,  hope  to  succeed  while  such 
scoundrels  in  our  very  bosoms  are  attempting  our  destruction  ? 

The  county  of  Middlesex  is  well  known  for  its  disaffection,  and  the 
names  of  Wormeley,  Beverly,  Prazer  &  Ritchie  is  ever  Join'd  to  that  of 
Tory — ^let  me  conjure  you  Sir  to  take  some  steps  to  unravell  this  connec-  ^ 

tion.  for  my  pai't  I  declare  without  Hyperbole,  I  would  sooner  bring 
these  internal  enemies  to  Justice,  than  be  again  restored  to  my  Friends 
and  Fortune — As  a  Vessell  had  again  appear'd  in  the  offing,  and  as  hob's 
hole  is  such  a  sink  of  Toriism,  I  ordered  the  Prisoners  to  march  last 
night,  they  are  just  arrived  &  shall  wait  at  this  place  for  your  orders 
for  their  destination — you  will  agree  with  me  no  place  on  the  water  can 
be  proper  for  such  daring  Fellows — Inclosed  No  1,*  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
found  on  board  the  vessell  which  was  taken  &  which  Capt :  Carre  com- 
manded, from  him  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  (no  doubt  to  be  fowarded  by  Mr. 

*Not  found. 
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Prazer  or  his  connections.     No  2*  is  a  letter  from  Colo.  Eoan  to  the  Mar- 
quis,    he  desires  his  compliments,  and  assures  you  had  he  known  of 
your  being  at  Fredericksburg  you  should  have  had  early  intelligence. 
I  am  with  sincere  respect 

Yo:  obliged  &c." 


June  22d 

Friday 
General 

Assembly- 


June  22d 


The  Governor  authorized  by  Joint  Resolution,  to  appoint  a  Secretary, 
"to  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  thirty  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco  pr: 
annum  &c. 


Brig:  Genl  G.  Weedon  to  the  Governoe. 


^Prederic'sb'g  In  regard  to  the  apprehension,  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  two 
prisoners,  Dye  &  Wright,  by  Col:  Wm.  Nelson,  who  under  his  orders  is 
in  command  of  the  "Four  lower  counties  of  the  Northern  Neck — Refers 
the  future  disposal  of  these  men  to  Executive  authority. 


June  22d 
General 

Assembly 


'An  Act  to  Regulate  the  Department  op  the  War  OpFiCE."f 


June  22d  PETITION   OP  DANIEL   ClARK   TO    GOVERNOR   NeLSON. 

Staunton  He  is  a  resident  of  N.  Orleans  and  a  subject  of  his  Catholic  Majesty: 
has  on  various  occasions  shewn  his  attachment  to  the  Cause  of  America, 
to  the  detriment  of  his  private  fortune — Importuned  by  Mr.  Oliver  Pol- 
lock, the  Agent  of  Virginia  at  N.  Orleans,  he  had  advanced  to  the  State 
"  Forty  Thousand  Mexican  Dollars,"  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Detach- 
ments on  the  Mississippi  under  Col:  Clark  &  Lt:  Col:  Montgomery.  He 
had  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Pollock's  having  been  empowered  by  Virginia  to 
be  her  Agent  in  that  Quarter — This  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  Gov: 
Galvez  of  New  Orleans  was  of  the  same  opinion,  and  always  encouraged 
the  few  wealthy  Americans  who  resided  there  to  aid  Mr.  Pollock,  by 
taking  his  Bills  on  Virginia — The  official  correspondence  between  Pol- 
lock and  the  Executive,  in  which  his  conduct  was  from  time  to  time 
approved,  and  in  which  his  purchases  were  accredited  to  Virginia  and 
not  to  Congress  was  further  evidence  of  this  fact. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  trusting  to  the  "Honor  of  the  Ancieni 
Colony  of  Virginia  for  which  she  was  so  deservedly  famed  thro'  oui 
America,"  and  thro'  "zeal  for  her  cause"  "without  Interest  or  view  o: 

*  Not  found. 
f  This  appears  in  full  in  "  Hennlng's  Statutes  at  Large,"  as  having  been  enacted  ii 
May  1781.     It  was  not  passed  until  at  this  date. 
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gain''  and  without  hope  of  any  reward,  he  had  cheerfully  lent  his  entire 
fortune  for  the  support  of  her  service — He  cannot  then  believe,  himself 
and  family  will  be  allowed  to  be  reduced  tO  beggery,  in  return  for  such 
disinterested  services — He  should  not  be  held  responsible  for  the  "frauds 
or  peculations"  of  the  Sei'vants  of  Virginia,  or  be  brought  to  ruin 
because  they  have  been  "corrupt  and  scandalous" — He  humbly  prays 
the  Executive  will  duly  take  into  consideration  the  merits  of  his  claim, 
and  grant  him  the  redress  and  relief  to  which  he  feels  himself  so  justly 
entitled. 
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1781. 
June  22d 


Ordinary 


John  Hat  to  Eobt.   Williams,   State's   Attt:    for   Pittsylvania    June  22d 

County. 
"Sir, 

Arriving  here  yesterday  on  my  way  to  North  Carolina,  with  pub-  Eoberts] 
lie  Despatches,  a  person  named  Chas:  Lynch  Adams,  accompanied  by 
two  persons  called  ThOs.  Tonsill  and  Ned  Tonsill  assuming  the  authority 
of  Magistrates  did  by  force  of  arms  seize  upon  me  and  my  public  des- 
patches, with  my  private  papers,  all  on  lawful  and  necessary  business. 
Adams,  a  justice  of  the  peace  breaking  open  or  causing  to  be  broken 
open  despatches  from  Congress  to  the  Governor  &  other  public  Officers 
of  North  Carolina."  *  *  *  * 

"By  this  event  I  have  been  delayed  here  eighteen  hours,  and  forcibly 
detained;  and  whilst  this  inconvenience  has  been  suffered,  some  matters 
of  the  utmost  importance  which  in  confidence  of  secrecy  in  the  Execu- 
tive of  Carolina,  had  been  imparted  by  Congress,  are  thus  exposed  to 
common  ears."  These  facts  can  be  proved  by  Joseph  Roberts  Danl: 
Roberts  and  Jacob  Williams  &c — Hopes  a  judicial  investigation  will  at 
once  be  instituted,  in  order  to  punish  the  offenders,  and  that  an  account 
of  this  outrage  be  sent  to  the  Executive  at  Staunton. 


Resolution  of  the  Genl :  Assembly  fixing  the  first  Monday  in  October 
as  the  day  on  which  they  will  meet  and  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  pur- 
suant to  adjournment — But  in  case  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive,  shall  interfere  with  this  determination,  the 
said  meeting  of  the  Assembly  may  be  either  at  Fredericksburg  or  Win- 
chester, or  at  such  other  place  as  the  Executive  may  determine  upon. 


June  23d 
Staunton 
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1781. 
June  24th 
Staunton 


CaLbndae  op  state  payees. 


Ed:  Claibokne  to  Gov.  Nelson. 


Enclosing  copy*  of  "  the  arrangement  for  the  Quarter  Master's  Depart- 
ment in  the  Continental  Line"  made  by  Col:  Ed:  Carrington,  approved 
by.  the  Executive  and  adopted  by  himself:  with  the  names  of  the  Asst: 
Dept.  Q.  Masters  at  the  different  Posts  viz 

"  Col :  James  Hendricks  at  Alexandria 

Major  Charles  Magill  at  Winchester 

Capt:  George  Eice  at  Charlottesville 

Capt:  Thomas  Hamilton,  Staunton 

Mr.  Eichard  Young,  Fredericksburg — 

Major  Benjamin  Day,  at  Williamsburg 

Major  Thomas  H  Drew  at  Carter's  Perry;  and 

Mr.  William  McCraw  at  Peytonsburg — " 

The  District  of  Eiohmond  being  broken  up  by  the  Enemy  Capt:  Ham- 
ilton retired  to  Staunton,  and  Petersburg  being  in  the  same  situation, 
and  "Capt:  Holmes  Captured,  is  of  no  consequence  in  the  arrangement." 

Eefers  to  his  letters  to  the  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  Delegates,  which  as 
yet  have  not  been  answered — Upon  reading  them  any  suggestions  to  be 
made  by  the  Executive  he  will  be  happy  to  entertain,  and  carry  out 
their  orders  accordingly —  *  *  *  * 

By  the  plan  for  providing  for  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  in 
paper  No.  4,*  contrary  to  his  expectation  disagreeable  consequences 
have  occurred — "  The  people  finding  it  is  to  be  determined  by  reference, 
withold  their  property  and  cry  it  up  to  more  than  they  had  been  satis- 
fied with  from  the  Dettors" — Contracts  made  and  the  articles  used,  set- 
tlements may  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  the  depreciation  fixed  by  the 
Grand  Jury.  But  in  cases  where  persons  are  employed,  it  becomes 
optional  with  them  whether  they  will  serve  or  retire  to  private  life. — 
Continues  "  If  I  pay  a  person  his  wages  at  200  for  one,  he  will  not  serve 
because  it  is  not  equal  to  what  he  must  give.  If  it  is  to  be  determined 
by  the  opinions  of  men,  they  will  decide  from  report,  which  originates 
with  men  interested  in  crying  it  up — And  if  the  public  Agents  fix  it, 
calumny  will  say  their  private  emolument  is  a  prevailing  motive.  The 
price  fixed  on  by  the  late  State  Quarter  Master  and  myself  for  the  hire 
of  wagoners,  will  not  induce  people  to  engage  in  that  employ,  many 
having  left  the  service — It  is  two  shillings  and  six  pence  specia  pr:  day, 
or  other  money  equivalent"  Begs  to  be  informed  whether  this  shall  be 
changed — ■ 


June  24th        Eob't  B.  Carre,  James  Pope,  Jno.  Jaram  and  Dan:  Grandison,  "in  con 
Leeds       sequence  of  being  indulged  to  march  unconfined,"  give  their  paroles  oi 
honor,  that  they  will  not  make  any  attempt  to  escape — 

*Not  found. 
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AflSdavits  of  E.  Harper,  Wm.  Saunders  and  John  Washington  accusing  1781. 
Capt:  W.  Holland  of  treasonable  designs  &c.  and  for  replying,  when  June25tli 
asked  his  reasons  why  he  would  not  turn  out  to  act  as  guard,  "that  the 
people  in  Boston,  New  York  &  Phil :  that  stay'd  by  their  property  res- 
cued it,  &  those  that  flew  into  the  Country  &  took  up  arms  lost  it  totally 
&  swore  by  God  if  the  enemy  came  upon  th6  spott,  he  would  not  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  his  country,  but  would  stay  by  his  property  & 
would  make  the  best  terms  he  could." 


Col:  Wm.  Da  vies  to  Governor  Nelson.  June  25th 

"Sir, 

Mr.  Pord,  who  was  the  undertaker  of  the  works  at  point  of  fork  Staunton 
now  waits  on  your  Excellency,  to  be  directed  by  the  determination  of 
the  Executive,  whether  he  shall  prosecute  or  abandon  the  public  designs 
at  that  place.  The  enemy  destroyed  the  barracks  that  had  been  erected 
there,  but  left  the  blacksmiths'  shops  untouched,  as  well  as  the  frame  of 
the  Armoury  which  was  raised  and  ready  for  covering  in — 

The  place  has  many  advantages  of  situation,  except  the  single  circum- 
stance of  its  being  possible  that  the  enemy  may  visit  it,  tho'  I  think  not 
probable,  especially  as  the  buildings  cannot  for  a  while  be  very  exten- 
sive— 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully  &c 


Col:  George  Skillern  to  Gov.  Nelson.  June 26th 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  Honbl.  Wm.  Fleming,  requiring  one  BotetourtCo. 
half  the  militia  of  the  County,  exclusive  of  all  former  demands,  to  ren- 
dezvous at  once,  he  had  ordered  the  draft,  and  they  were  to  have  assem- 
bled the  day  before  at  Anderson's  Perry — But  some  person  of  credit  just 
from  Staunton  had  "propagated  a  report"  that  the  militia  of  many  of 
the  Counties  below,  had  received  permission  to  remain  at  home  until 
they  had  finished  their  harvest — The  report  being  believed,  he  fears  the 
attempt  to  draft  the  necessary  number  of  men  will  fail.  He  makes  this 
statement  to  exculpate  himself  from  all  blame,  and  is  ready  to  enforce 
any  measures  which  may  be  adopted. 

Asks  for  instructions  as  to  how  he  is  to  dispose  of  the  eighteen  months 
men  left  in  the  County.  Assures  his  Excellency,  that  the  people  of  the 
County  will,  as  they  always  have  done,  "turn  out  with  the  greatest 
spirit  &  allacrity"  could  they  be  allowed  to  remain  at  home  until  harvest 
is  over — There  are  very  strong  reasons  why  this  should  be  granted — 
Continues  " about  four  years  agoe  Capt:  Lapsley,  a  Continental  Officer 
recruited  in  this  county  one  Solomon  Carpenter,  Amos  Carpenter  &  Sam- 
uel Lyons,     at  the  time  of  their  Enlistment  he  told  them  that  they  were 
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1781.  to  serve  as  Life  guard  to  General  Washington  &  to  receive  2.  |  6'  pr:  day. 
June  26th  After  they  were  marchd.  to  head  quarters  &  found  that  they  ware  not 
Imployed  in  that  service,  they  deserted  &  have  laid  in  the  mountains  for 
a  long  time,  this  party  at  this  time,  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  about 
forty  or  fifty — I  have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  Disperse  the  Party  & 
have  the  Leader  apprehended,  but  every  measure  has  proved  ineffectual, 
the  men  above-mentioned  are  now  at  my  house,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
Flag — they  propose  that  they  will  serve  two  years  with  the  militia  of 
this  county,  whenever  called  for,  or  Join  General  Clark  for  the  same 
Term.  I  would  onJy  observe  that  Solomon  Carpenter,  the  Leader  of  the 
party  was  captivated  by  the  Indians  when  young  &  remained  with  them 
a  number  of  years,  that  he  is  a  Bold,  daring,  active  man  &  intimates 
that  if  his  terms  are  not  complied  with  he  will  seek  refuge  among  the 
Indians — His  Party  consists  of  active  woodsmen,  well  armed  with  Eifles 
&  might  become  very  Dangerous — I  think  it's  advisable  to  reclaim  him 
&  his  party  on  the  best  terms  we  can  &  if  these  or  any  other  terms  ware 
offered,  that  ware  satisfactory,  I  believe  his  Influence  is  great  enough  to 
bring  in  the  party.  I  can  assure  you  as  there  are  men  of  credit  now 
here  who  affirms  it  that  they  ware  Deceived  by  the  recruiting  officer — 
there  are  parties  of  Toreys  &  Deserters  lying  in  Montgomery  &  Wash- 
ington &  they  no  Doubt  have  correspondence  with  Each  Other  &  should 
they  embody,  might  become  very  Dangerous  to  the  Back  Country. 
But  whatever  orders,  your  Excellency  may  please  to  send  I  will 
Indeavour  punctually  to  comply  with." 


June 27th    Jno:  Magill  to  Alex:  White,  Dolphin  Drew  &  Philip  Pendleton 


Gill  Hall  -  Sending  the  Commission  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  received  by  Col :  Van- 
meter;  informing  them  of  their  appointment,  and  suggesting  that  a 
meeting  should  be  held  previous  to  .gping  to  Eomney — Unless  this  can 
be  done,  proposes  their  meeting  at  "House's  on  Timber  Eidge  on  Sun- 
day Evening  the  8th  of  next  month." 


June 27th  Major  ,Wm.  Nelson  to  Col:  Davies. 

Winchester  The  unsettled  situation  of  the  Country  for  some  time  past,  has  pre- 
vented his  applying  for  many  articles  needed  by  his  Corps— Cheif  of 
these  are  swords,  without  which  Horsemen  are  useless,— but  boots  are 
almost  as  useful  and  as  much  wanted — A  better  set  of  men  and  horses 
have  not  been  seen  since  the  war  began,  than  are  to  march  with  him  on 
the  morrow  to  join  the  Marquis.  But  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  leav- 
ing Capt:  Armand  with  nearly  forty  men,  who  have  good  horses,  but 
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no  accoutrements.     About  thirty  five  of  his  men  will  be  entitled  to  their       1781. 
discharge  very  shortly,  having  enlisted  for  only  two  years — If  ho  had    June  27tli 
the  recruiting  money,  their  places  could  soon  be  supplied,  and  many  of 
them  retained  to  servo  during  the  war. 


June  27th 
AtTTOGEAPH  Letter  of  Genl:   Nathl.   Geeene  to   Gov:  Jefferson  Camp  near 

■y-A  *  Cross  Eoads 

°^    ^^-  between 

Broad  River 
and  Catawba 


Major  John  Prtor,  Com:  Genl:  Mil  Stores,  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.    June  27th 

"Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  24th  was  just  now  handed  to  me — I  thank  you  Charlottes- 
for  the  agreeable  piece  of  Intelligence  respecting  our  Southern  opera-  ^ 

tions.  I  hope  every  thing  will  go  well  yet — ^Ld.  Cornwallis  was  last 
Saturday  retreating  rather  precipitately,  and  the  Marquis  pursuing  below 
Bottoms'  Bridge — Majr.  Thomas  Massie  just  from  Winchester,  says  that 
Genl :  Morgan  is  on  his  march  with  3000  Eiflemen — with  this  addition. 
If  they  arrive  in  time,  I  think  our  Lads  will  have  the  fingering  some  of 
his  Ld.  ships  Baggage  &  plunder  at  least. 

Being  fully  sensible  of  the  scarcity  of  Ammunition  in  Camp  I  lost  no 
time  in  erecting  a  Laboratory  at  this  place  for  a  supply,  the  want  of 
lead  and  hands  at  first,  was  truly  alarming,  which  you  must  have  seen 
from  my  Letter  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  left  no  stone  unturned  to  pro- 
cure both,  and  at  best,  went  on  but  feebly  'till  you  sent  down  the  balance 
of  the  Laboratory  men  from  Staunton  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  arrival 
of  1500  lbs.  Lead  from  Eoss'  works  wch.  I  sent  for — however,  I  have 
already  sent  down  upwards  of  12.000  musket  Cartridges,  and  some  of 
my  Artificers  wch.  are  daily  dropping  into  me,  making  Ammn.-boxes  to 
contain  the  cartridges  wch.  are  making  at  the  rate  of  about  3  or  4000 
pr:  day — likewise  Arms  chests  wch.  have  been  so  long  wanted^a  few 
days  ago  90  muskits  arrived  here  from  theNorth'd — addressed  to  David 
Eoss  Esqr — they  were  new  F.  muskets — I  have  sent  them  down  to  the 
Marquis  in  chests,  as  I  had  orders  to  send  all  I  could  raise  down  to  the 
Army. 

I  must  think  that  the  Marquis  has  a  suflSciency  of  loose  powder  &  lead 
in  camp,  or  I  should  have  had  requisitions  from  Mr.  McEobert,  Field  C. 
M.  Stores,  whose  business  it  is  to  apply  to  me  for  supplies — I  sent  down 
Twenty  odd  barrels  of  Powder  not  long  since  &  all  the  lead  collected 
from  the  windows  below,  was  to  be  sent  to  camp  wch.  I  supposed  wou'd 
be  sufficient  for  the  Eifle  Men. — The  Marquis  has  applied  to  me  to  have 
a  few  18-pounders  mounted  as  soon  as  possible — I  immediately  sent  a 

*  Appears  in  full  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Life  of  Greene,  by  Geo.  Washington 
Greene — published  in  1867. 
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1781.  person  down  to  Hanvr.  Co  House  to  enquire  about  the  cannon  &  carriages 
June 27th  wch.  were  sent  over  to  remove  them,  in  that  quarter:  from  thence  he 
was  to  go  over  to  Eichmond,  and  to  make  every  inquiry  about  the  can- 
non, carriages.  Arms  put  out  to  repair  &c  &c,  that  way,  and  If  the  two 
carriages  could  be  found  wch.  Capt  Eoan  had  over  towards  Hano.,  two 
18-pounders  were  instantly  to  be  mounted — this  person  is  to  make  every 
enquiry  into  the  cannon,  arms  &c.  all  up  James  Eiver,  and  bring  me  a 
report  as  expeditiously  as  possible — I  never  heard  of  any  cannon  being 
at  Carter's  Ferry  at  all.  Capt :  Bohannan,  who  called  on  me,  said  it  was 
your  desire  that  the  Laboratory  should  be  removed  to  Irvine's  Store. 
We  concluded  it  would  be  inelligible  to  remove  it  now,  as  Ammun.  was 
so  much  wanted  and  a  stagnation  to  preparing  it  might  be  fatal;  but  as 
soon  as  an  ample  supply  could  be  made,  your  plan  might  be  adopted, 
wch.  I  hope  will  meet  yr.  approbation — amongst  the  artificers  I  have 
recruited,  are  sundry  Armourers,  Gun  Stockers  &c  wch.  I  shall  send  to 
the  Armoury  you  propose  establishing  at  Irvines  together  wth.  all  the 
damaged  Arms  from  camp,  the  supply  of  Lead  is  not  enough — but 
hope  my  men  will  succeed,  whom  I  have  sent  to  the  mines — I  am  sorry 
you  declined  sending  Mr.  Smith  the  cartridge  paper  to  Bedford  Co  Ho., 
as  I  think  it  is  of  the  first  moment  that  that  Laboratory  should  go  on 
wth.  vigour,  Genl.  Greene's  dependence  being  totally  on  its  supplies — I 
expect  a  large  supply  of  cartridge  paper  on  shortly  from  the  Northd. — 
I  mention'd  to  you  in  my  Letter  respecting  my  sending  for  lead,  to  the 
mines,  that  I  had  order'd  a  proportion  to  Staunton,  under  the  Idea  that 
you  meant  to  establish  a  Laboratory  at  that  place — now  it  seems  you 
intend  Irvin's  shall  be  the  place.  You  have  never  desired  me  to  counter- 
mand that  order. 

I  have  the  honoic  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem 
Dr  Sir,  yours  Sincerely." 


June  27th        G.  WiLSON,  SuRGN.  G.  Hosp:  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Davies  At  Staunton. 
"Sir, 
Charlottes-  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  some  time  ago,  respecting  the 

■*""®  wants  of  the  general  Hospital  in  Virginia,  but  never  had  the  pleasure  oi 
receiving  an  answer,  probably  the  letter  may  not  have  reached  you, 
Since  that  period  the  situation  of  the  Hospital  has  been  equally  wretched 
and  fluctuating— At  present,  by  the  Marquis'. orders,  it  is  fixed  here— 
and  consists  of  seventy  patients,  entirely  destitute  of  every  article, 
except  a  few  pounds  of  Eice,  that  can  render  them  comfortable,  or  hasten 
their  recovery— I  have  wrote  repeatedly  to  Philadelphia  for  cash,  oi 
Stores  &  assistance,  but  have  had  the  mortification  to  see  my  applica- 
tions, and  the  department  neglected. 
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Sensibly  impressed  with  the  sufferings  of  the  sick,  and  desirous  to       1781.   . 
remove  them,  if  possible,  I  have  inclosed  for  your  inspection  an  Inven-    June  27th 
tory*  of  Stores  which,  for  the  sake  of  the  poor  languishing  soldiers,  I 
must  beg  you  to  patronise — If  they  cannot  be  procured  in  Staunton,  I 
could  wish  a  sum  of  money,  adequate  to  the  Inventory,  might  be  granted 
me. 

I  believe  I  could  purchase  all,  or  the  most  essential  of  them.  Vinegar, 
sugar  or  molasses,  and  linnen  are  absolutely  necessary — indeed  'tis  impos- 
sible, without  the  loss  of  some  lives  to  do  without  them.  I  have  with 
great  trouble  &  distress  supplied  the  Regimental  Surgeons  with  a  small 
assortment  of  Bandages,  some  lint  and  tow — These  I  procured  from  the 
inhabitants  by  begging,  borrowing,  stealing  or  rather  forcibly  taking — 
However,  I  am  quite  tired  of  such  practices,  and  am  determined  for  my 
own  reputation,  rather  to  want  them,  than  practice  or  counteneance 
such  methods  any  more — Should  an  action  take  place,  I  am  confident 
the  wounded  must  suffer  beyond  conception — I  should  be  happy  of  an 
answer  as  soon  as  possible.  I  remain. 
With  perfect  esteem 

Sir,  yr:  most  obet,  hble  Servant." 


Saml:  Huntington,  Pees:  op  Congress  to  the  Goveenor  op  Virginia.    June 27th 

The  Regiment  of  Invalids,  at  the  desire  of  the  Commander  in  Cheif,  Philadelphia 
being  about  to  be  removed  from  Phila.  to  garrison  West  Point  on  North 
River,  Congress  has  passed  a  resolution,  recommending  the  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  to  settle  with  the  officers  and  men,  citi- 
zens of  those  States  respectively,  on  certificates  from  the  Commanding 
Officer,  without  requiring  their  personal  attendance,  to  liquidate  their 
accounts  for  Depreciation  of  the  currency. 


David  Ross  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies  at  Staunton.  June 28th 

"Sir, 

Your  favours  of  the  15th  &  26th  are  now  before  me,  they  came  to  Pt.  of  Fork 
hand  nearly  abt  the  same  time. 

The  last  information  which  I  had  from  Oxford  Works,  mentnd.  that 
there  was  three  tons  of  Lead  arrived  at  that  place.  I  hope  you  have 
got  a  supply  from  thence — I  mentnd.  often  in  presence  of  Major  Pryor, 
that  I  had  ordered  the  Lead  to  that  place  &  to  be  detained  there  'till 
further  orders — I  am  sorry  to  see  by  a  letter  just  received  from  him, 
that  he  has  forgot  it — I  have  sent  him  an  order  for  a  ton."  * 

*  *  *  *  II  Finding 

that  our  Executive  are  to  be  met  with  at  Charlottesville,  I  will  wait 

»  Not  found. 
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1781.       upon  them  on  Monday.     Werq  you  not  so  much  engaged  at  present 
June  28th    making  your  several  arrangmts.  at  Staunton,  I  would  be  happy  in  meet 
ing  with  you  at  Charlottesville. 

I  could  say  much  of  my  own  distress  &  misfortunes,  but  that  of  oui 
Country  is  at  present  alarming  &  obscures  all  private  losses.  People  wil 
have  their  own  opinions  in  matters,  the  Baron  is  much  blamed  this 
way,  he's  curs'd  by  men,  women  &  children."  *  "* 

*  *  *  "  Finding  no  assistancf 

could  be  obtained  from  the  military  in  saving  the  84,  pks:  of  canvass,  ] 
brot  two  canoes  down  the  River,  that  night  after  our  Troops  went  awaj 
&  loaded  them,  one  with  canvass  and  the  other  with  Bacon  of  my  own 
I  have  saved  about  70  odd  pgs :  of  canvass  &  its'  delvd.  to  Mr.  Jones. 

I  saved  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron  at  this  place,  nail  rod,  G-ui 
barrels  &  gun  locks — a  number  of  Old  arms,  spades,  shovels,  pick  axes  iS 
some  canvass  &  Brimstone  has  been  got  out  of  the  River,  of  all  th( 
powder  left  on  Cobb's  hill,  15  or  16  blls  is  saved — I  think  the  Countrj 
people  stole  as  much  or  more  than  the  British  destroy'd,  and  had  th( 
Enemy  continued  10  days  longer  amongst  us,  I  have  reason  to  beleive  f 
number  of  our  people  would  have  broke  in  upon  their  neighbours 
property. 

You've  no  doubt  heard  that  all  the  stores  at  J.  Ware's  was  destroy'd— 
this  is  a  disagreable  situation,  for  amongst  other  evils,  the  small  pox  hai 
broke  out  in  difft  parts  of  my  Estate. 
I  am  yours 

most  affectionately." 


-;}Ti5iB28th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

"Sir, 

Richmond  In  consequence  of  your  first  requisition  of  militia  to  join  Genl 

Wayne  &  to  proceed  to  So.  Caro.,  the  Executive  directed  a  seventh  par 
of  the  militia  of  several  counties  nearest  the  borders  of  Carolina  to  rer 
dezvous  immediately — these  it  was  supposed  would  amount  to  abou 
1000  or  1200  men.  Afterwards  when  you  desired  the  number  to  be  aug 
mented  to  2000,  the  same  counties  were  called  on  to  increase  their  nun 
bers  to  one  fourth  wch.  would  produce  more  than  you  required — N 
Part  of  the  British  Army  having  gone  Southwardly,  as  was  apprehende 
when  the  latter  Requisition  was  made,  a  Doubt  has  arisen  whether  yo 
may  now  think  2000  more  necessary  for  the  Southern  service.  Wha 
renders  the  sending  a  greater  number  of  men  on  this  Expedition,  tha 
the  service  actually  requires,  a  matter  of  more  moment  than  it  othei 
wise  would  be,  is  the  scarcity  of  public  arms  &  the  Probability  there  i 
that  we  shall  want  as  many  as  we  can  collect,  in  other  Quarters.  Th 
Executive  wish  to  have  your  sentiments  on  this  subject. 
I  am  &c." 
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J.  Parker,  Acting  Colo.  Comdg.,  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

June  29th 

"  Permit  me  my  dear  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  in  the  most  warm  man-  Camp  Babbs 
ner  on  your  appointment  to  the  Government  of  us.     The  9th  instant,  I 
wrote  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  which  is  now  enclosed  for  your 
perusal."  *  *  *  "  Since  that  date 

I  was  honored  with  yours  empowering  me  to  call  on  certain  counties, 
which  your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  is  not  sufllcient  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  a  camp  so  near  so  powerfuU  an  Enemy  as  is  now  at  Ports- 
mouth &  its  vicinity,  especially  as  I  am  informed  that  General  Gregory 
was  routed  the  day  before  yesterday.  I  fear  it  is  too  true,  as  Capt  Briss- 
coe  cross'd  the  Swamps  last  Evening,  and  reports  that  he  was  at  the 
upper  pass  where  numbers  came  to  him  &  informed  that  the  camp  was 
routed,  but  I  still  have  a  hope  its  not  true,  but  that  a  few  timid 
wretches  fled  from  the  approach  of  the  Enemy.  Should  it  be  the  case 
you  must  be  but  to  sensible  of  our  situation,  we  have  not  a  man  above  Surry 
with  us.  Princess  Anne  &  Norfolk,  and  all  Nancemond  below  Suffolk 
has  taken  protection  from  the  Enemy,  and  are  very  dangerous  Enemies. 
poor  Nott  has  fallen  by  them,  he  would  not  attend  camp  for  Orders, 
but  Kept  scouting  about,  doing  the  Enemy  little  injuries,  'till  the  morn- 
ing before  last,  when  five  of  his  county  men  laid  a  trap  for  and  shott 
him  after  they  got  him  in  it.  not  satisfied  with  puting  a  ball  through 
his  bowels,  they  put  him  in  a  cart  and  was  jolting  him  down  with  haste 
to  the  British  post  at  Ivy's,  near  which  they  were  overtaken  by  Lt : 
Blunt  with  Ten  Dragoons,  who  retook  poor  Nott  &  the  rascally  Serjeant 
which  commanded  the  party — Nott  died  yesterday  morning  and  the  Sar- 
jent  accompanys  this,  not  thinking  him  safe  here,  as  he  is  one  of  the 
most  vile  rascals  in  this  part  of  the  County,  I  should  have  disposed  of 
him,  but  could  not  execute  him  without  your  approbation  agreable  to 
Law.  he  deserted  from  us  in  his  tour  of  duty,  has  been  arraigned  at  the 
Bar,  for  counterfeiting  money,  lives  in  Naneemond  county  and  called 
Dompsey  Butler.  Tou  have  his  pasport  &  parole  inclosed,  he  is  in 
high  Esteem  with  the  British,  they  having  allready  sent  a  Plagg  in 
quest  of  him,  and  denounce  vengeance  against  all  in  their  power  if  he  is 
injured. 

I  have  informed  them,  that  I  despise  their  threats  &  that  I  have  sent 
him  up  the  country,  where  he  will  doubtless  meet  his  deserts,  that  Ras- 
calls  &  Yillains  of  every  sort,  will  never  meet  with  any  protection  or 
lenity  from  me — Unless  something  decissive  is  done  with  these  peo- 
ple below  Suffolk,  my  station  must  be  very  disagreable.  indeed  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  remove  them  over  the  mountains,  I  consider  them 
much  more  dangerous  than  the  public  Enemy.  I  am  well  informed 
theres  not  one  below  Jericho,  that  has  not  gone  in  for  protection,  my 
impotency  will  cause  this  contagion  to  spread  and  by  these  means  they 
will  increase  not  only  their  strength,  &  weaken  us,  but  extend  their 
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1781.  posts,  having  nothing  to  fear  from  those  amongst  them,  indeed  it 
June  29th  dispirits  the  few  good  counties  about  us,  to  find  the  adjacent  ones  Idle. 
You  have  a  retun*  of  the  few  men  I  have  and  from  the  counties,  they 
are  well  disciplined  and  would  be  well  arm'd,  if  they  had  bayonets,  but 
when  the  small  stock  of  stores  are  expended  I  do  not  know  where  to 
procure  more :  indeed  I  am  obliged  to  procure  all,  even  provisions  come 
under  my  care,  and  we  have  never  had  a  shilling  of  money  to  pay  of  the 
debts  already  contracted — I  have  directed  my  Commissary  to  have  every 
thing  valued  in  specie,  that  the  people  may  not  loose  by  depreciation, 
and  I  most  earnestly  request  that  some  person  may  be  sent  with  money 
to  pay  of  the  debts  and  to  remain  here  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
supplies  of  different  sorts.  If  a  wheel  of  my  Iron  pieces  gives  way,  I 
must  press,  &  my  sick  wants  for  small  things,  indeed  you  must  feel  for 
my  situation  as  well  as  the  number  of  good  men  we  have  in  this  part  of 
the  Country,  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions; 
tho'  indeed  the  civil  power  is  to  feeble  so  near  the  Enemy  to  act  with 
that  spirit  which  they  ought — indeed  I  think  that  those  who  remain 
with  the  Enemy  ought  to  pay  the  losses  of  the  well  affected.  I  am  with- 
out Tents,  but  I  cannot  tire  you  any  more  on  the  subject.  About  four- 
teen days  since,  arrived  near  forty  sail  of  vessels  mostly  from  the  South- 
ward, not  long  since  from  England.  I  beleive  they  have  landed  some  men : 
from  the  best  accounts  they  are  troops  from  Wilmington,  my  intelli- 
gence is  worse  than  ever  it  has  been,  as  we  have  to  many  Enemies 
betwixt  us  and  the  advanced  post,  and  I  have  not  money  to  pay  proper 
spies,  had  I  money  I  could  procure  Carpenters  to  build  fast  rowing 
boats,  which  would  be  very  serviceable — I  must  request  your  Excellency 
will  send  me  a  few  Commissions  for  privateers,  as  I  have  already  two 
large  whale  boats  done  which  will  go  cruizing  in  the  bay  in  a  day  or 
two,  and  untill  I  can  procure  proper  Coms.  must  give  Brevets — about 
two  hundred  good  Eifle  men  would  be  very  serviceable,  and  if  the  coun- 
ties below  Chesterfield  were  ordered  down,  it  would  make  a  respectable 
force,  but  I  am  told  the  most  of  these  counties  are  in  a  most  torpid  state, 
indeed  we  ought  to  be  reinforced  from  Carolina.  I  have  wrote  Genl: 
Jones  on  the  subject,  but  if  for  want  of  men,  they  have  lost  the  North 
West  Eiver  Bridge,  especially  as  I  requested  when  I  took  Command 
here  it  might  be  reinforced,  it  would  appear  we  have  little  to  expect 
from  them,  if  it  is  the  case,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Enemy  will  make 
them  pay  for  their  inattention.  I  have  reflected  it  wou'd  take  more  of 
my  men  than  I  can  spare  at  this  time  to  send  Butler  to  you,  have  there- 
fore confin'd  him  in  So.  Hampton  Goal  'till  your  orders  shall  be  known. 


*  Return. 


1  Colo.  2  Lt.  ColoB.  1  Major.  18  Oapts:  19  Lieuts:  10  Ensigns.  1.  Aid  de  Camp— 
1.  Brig:  Inspector  1.  Q.  Master— 3  Sqrgt.  Majors,  46  Sorgeants.  Drums  &  Fifes  4.— 
Effectives  422— On  furlough  26— Sick  present  6— Sick  absent  20— Total  Rank  &  File 
522. 
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do  honor  me  with  an  answer  to  this,  and  beleive  me  to  be  with  every       1781. 
sentiment  of  respect  and  Esteem,  June  29th 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant. 

P.  S.  Many  men  act  here  without  Commissions,  by  my  appointment. 
pray  send  me  some  blanks,  as  it  would  releive  their  fears — Eeports  from 
Portsmouth  say  a  Congress  is  siting  at  Vienna,  the  Emperor  of  Germany 
presides.  Bets  is  five  to  one  at  Portsmouth  that  a  peace  takes  place 
before  Christmas  &c." 


Major  Genl:  Nath:  Greene  to  Gov:  Jefferson.  June 29th 

"Sir, 

The  importance  of  Partizan  Corps  as  well  as  the  necessity  for  aug-  Head  Quar- 
menting  our  Cavalry  is  more  and  more  felt  every  day.     Capt:  Rudulph  cjoL°kJ„L^ 
belonging  to  Lt:  Colo  Lee's  Legion  comes  to  Virginia  with  a  view  of 
augmenting  that  usefuU  and  necessary  Corps.  Whither  the  circumstances 
of  the  other  Corps  of  Cavalry  and  the  peculiar  situation  of  Virginia 
will  admit  of  enlarging  this  Corps,  Your  Excellency  will  judge  and 
direct  accordingly — I  have  only  to  observe  that  whatever  aid  is  given  to 
this  business  will  essentially  promote  the  service,  and  the  force  so  formed 
shall  be  employed  in  Virginia,  while  the  State  continues  to  be  oppressed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedt.  Humble  Servant." 


Col :  James  Callaway  sends  to  Col :  Davies,  for  five  men  enlisted  for    June  29th 
eighteen  months,  20.000  Dollars,  bounty  money,  each  to  receive  4.000  Bedford  Co. 
dolls. 


Chas  Eussell,  D.  Q.  M — recommends  to  Col :  Davies,  the  policy  of  dis-    June  29th 
tilling  whiskey,  now  so  necessary  to  the  Army,  from  the  super  abundant     Amherst, 
supply  of  Eye  on  hand  in  this  and  the  adjacent  Counties,  and  the  pros-  near  Glasgow 
pects  for  an  unusually  large  crop. 


CoL:  Ed:  Jarnes  to  Col:  Davies  at  Charlottesville.  June 29th 

He  will  set  about  building  the  boats  ordered,  in  a  few  days;  agrees  Cumberland 
with  him  in  regard  to  the  dimensions — The  Enemy  did  not  cross  the 
river,   by  which  fortunate  circumstance,  they  escaped  the  plunders — 
hopes  it  will  not  soon  be  in  their  power  to  make  another  such  excursion. 
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1781.       Math:   Pope,    Sukgn.    G.    Hospital    to    Hon;    Benj:    Haeeison   at 

T       on.1,  Staunton. 

June  30th 

"I  have  wrote  the  late  Governor  Mr.  Jefferson . respecting  the  medi- 
cine belonging  to  this  State  from  K.  Island,  being  seized  by  the  Conti- 
nental Deptmt.— this  Sir  is  a  fatal  stroke  to  us,  and  more  particularly  so 
just  now  as  we  have  lost  all  our  medicines  and  stores,  Colo  Tarlton  over- 
took them  in  Louisa,  and  burnt  both  waggons  &  medicines— I  am  now 
setting  off  from  Camp  in  order  to  procure  medicine  for  the  use  of  the 
Army."  ***** 

•'I  hope  in  the  mean  time  proper  steps  will  be  fallen  upon  to  recover 
those  or  others,  according  to  lists  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  So 
cruelly  and  unjustly  taken  from  us  '  &c. 


June  30th  MaJOE  JoHN   PeYOE    TO   CoL:   DaVIES. 

Charlottes-         Urging  him  to  make  provision  for  supplying  the  Artificers  under  him; 
^'^'^  and  who  although  essential  to  the  service,  must  be  discharged  unless 
they  be  fed. 


(Translation.) 

June  30th      PETITION    OP    OEETAIN    OPPICEES    AND    INHABITANTS    TO    THE    GOVERNOB 

OP   ViEGINIA   &C. 

Vincennes  "The  undersigned  have  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Excellency,  the 
vei-y  serious  greivances  to  which  they  have  been  exposed,  since  the 
arrival  of  Virginia  Troops  in  this  Country:  and  especially  since  Capl 
(Col: )  Clark  left  this  town  have  we  experienced  most  horrible  treatment 
from  a  people  who  professed  to  be  friends,  and  who  were  generously 
received  as  such.  But  things  have  totally  changed  since  the  departure 
of  that  Officer.  He  left  in  command  Col:  Montgomery,  who  with  his 
Officers  have  failed  to  carry  out  his  friendly  policy.  We  have  witi 
promptitude  furnished  provisions  and  goods  as  far  as  was  in  our  power 
Col:  Clark  drew  bills  on  the  Treasurer  of  Virginia  which  remain  unpaid 
The  accredited  Officers  of  finance  and  others  have  assured  us  that  Con 
tinental  money  was  of  equal  value  with  coin,  and  we  accepted  the  same 
in  good  faith.  When  the  Virginians  gave  us  cause  to  be  suspicious  o: 
their  money,  we  remonstrated  with  Col :  Clark  and  the  Officers  of  th( 
Garrison,  who,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  claimed  for  this  money  iti 
value  in  Spanish  Coin.  Mr.  John  Todd  in  accord  with  Capt:  Leonarc 
Helm,  commanding  the  Fort  at  this  town,  has  required  by  public  orde: 
that  this  money  be  received  as  of  equal  value  with  Specie,  threatenin| 
punishment  of  all  who  refused  it.    As  soon  as  we  had  furnished  provi 
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S10H8  &  goods  for  this  money,  the  Virginians  appeared  to  think  they       1781. 
could  take  by  force  our  property,  our  supplies,  and  even  the  little  we    June  30th 
had  reserved  to  keep  ourselves  alive. 

Tour  Excellency  must  also  be  informed,  that  in  addition  to  these 
annoyances,  they  have  perpetrated  others  of  a  more  serious  character, 
[by  Killing  our  Cattle  in  the  fields,  and  our  hogs  in  our  yards,  taking  our 
flour  from  the  mills,  and  the  corn  in  our  G-arners,  with  arms  in  their 
hands  threatening  all  who  should  resist  them,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
fort  we  built  at  our  own  cost.  When  they  left  the  town  they  carried  off 
the  artillery,  powder  and  Balls,  thereby  depriving  us  of  the  only  means 
of  defending  ourselves  against  the  fury  of  the  Savages,  whom  they  have 
excited  against  us.  This  you  perceive  is  the  conduct  Virginians  have 
pursued  in  this  Country.  Tour  Excellency  may  be  assured  this  is  the 
exact  truth,  and  Mr.  Vaucheres  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  represent- 
ing the  matter  to  your  Excellency,  of  demanding  the  satisfaction  due 
to  us  as  Citizens  and  friends  of  the  States,  and  to  make  adequate  return 
for  the  money  we  have  received  as  of  the  value  of  Specie. 

We  beseech  your  Excellency  to  require  the  troops  to  put  an  end  to 
the  troubles  they  continue  to  produce ;  we  are  unwilling  longer  to  sub- 
mit to  the  exactions  incident  to  their  lawless  proceedings,  it  being  appa- 
rent to  his  Excellency  that  the  Virginians  have  entirely  ruined  us  already. 
If  it  be  thus  you  treat  your  friends,  pray  what  have  you  in  reserve  for 
your  Enemies?     We  must  insist  that  your  Excellency  put  an  end  to  our 
misfortunes,  and  render  us  the  Justice  our  patience  deserves. 
Assuring  you  of  our  profound  Respect, 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 
PHILLEBERT  J.  M.  P.  LEGRACE  Lieut:  Colo. 

PIERRE  GAMELIN  GODBFROT  LINBTOT  Mjr. 

PIERRE  GUBRIN  P.  BOSSOROT  Majr. 

P.  MALLET.  PIERRE  COURNOTER— 

MOSES  HENRT  LBGRAND 

L.  B.  DELLINE  DAGBNET— 

JEAN  BATISTE  VALLAITE     P.  BARRON 

JA.  BAVOIS 

ISRBAL  RULAND." 


CoL:  Christian  Febiger  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies — at  Staunton —  June  30th 

"Dr.  Colo.,  Camp 

I  have  been  on  a  Tory  Expedition  since  I  came  to  Virginia ;  Quaint  letter 
I  afterwards  joined  the  army  and  commanded  a  mutinous  Brigade, 
untill  the  Baron  arriv'd  with  the  new  Levies,  of  whom  I  took  command. 
But  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  a  modest  army  of  Women  on  examining 
Any  Thing  lower  than  the  navel,  would  instantly  take  to  their  Scrapers 
25 
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1781.       on  the  Appearance  of  so  many  naked  Clubs  in .     The  fact  is  the 

June  30th  men  are  literally  naked,  shirts  and  Blanketts  excepted — I  must  there- 
Men  naked  fore  earnestly  request  the  Favour  of  you  to  give  your  special  and  per- 
sonal assistance  to  Major  Poulsen,  in  procuring  &c  a  sufficiency  of  shoes 
Overalls  and  Hatts"  &c — or  the  men  "will  from  real  nakedness,  be  com- 
pelled te  quitt  the  Feild — many  are  now  left  about  the  Country,  with 
their  Feet  half  worn  off,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  more  than  20  prs : 
of  good  shoes  in  the  Eegiment."  *  *  * 

The  Baron  *  *  *  *  » The  Baron 

tlke'chi^e*"  "^^^^^  me  to  take  charge  of  the  Station  when  fixed— I  prefer  the  Field 
of  the  Sta-  especially  when  active.  But  should  the  Enemy,  retire  yet  further  I 
tion,  c.  beleive  I  will  accept — pray  give  me  your  advice  on  this  point — I  have 
ruined  myself  by  being  in  Command  to  Philadelphia — Can  I  send  for 
Madam  and  maintain  her  at  the  Station  or  here — have  I  a  Commissary 
of  my  own — will  the  public  give  me  as  much  as  I  can  eat  and  drink, 
will  they  permit  me  to  give  a  hungry  man  a  Dinner — may  I  keep  one 
horse  extra  as  Oomdt — pray  satisfy  me  on  these  points,  and  beleive  me 
to  be  with  real  Esteem 

Dr.  Colo,  your  most  obedient  &c. 


July  1st  W.  Pickering  Q.  M.  General  to  Major  Ed:  Claiborne. 

"My  dear  Sir, 
Camp  at  Your  favours  of  May  30th  &  June  8th  both  arrived  to  day. 

I  am  greived  that  my  long  silence  should  have  given  you  pain  from  an 
apprehension  that  I  was  dissatisfied  with  your  conduct.  Far  from  this,  I 
have  rather  wondered  under  the  innumerabell  embarrassments  in  your 
district  that  you  did  so  well.  I  have  not  heard  a  Syllable  to  your  dis- 
advantage, or  that  of  your  assts.  If  I  had,  my  candour  and  the  friend- 
ship I  bear  you,  would  have  induced  me  to  tell  yo  so. — the  accounts  of 
your  management  of  Business  given  in  your  letters  I  have  read  with  great 
pleasure,  most  of  thorn  describe  your  distress,  and  if  it  had  been  pos- 
sible for  me  to  have  releived  you  I  would  gladly  have  done  it,  but  for 
want  of  money  my  hands  are  tied.  All  public  credit  is  at  an  end  here, 
as  well  as  with  you.  Money  is  the  universal  cry,  with  that  I  can  get  any 
thing  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 

You  mention  the  want  of  Leather,  I  suppose  for  Horse  Harness — 
There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  Harness  ready  made  in  Pensylvania. 
Write  to  Colo.  Miles  for  as  many  sets  as  you  must  be  supply'd  with — I 
will  write  him  by  the  first  conveyance,  also  after  I  can  find  a  moments 
leiaure. 

I  have  long  intended  to  notice  in  a  long  letter,  all  the  letters  you  have 
favoured  me  with ;  but  the  volumes  I  am  obliged  to  write  on  business 
essential  to  the  main  Army  have  prevented.     At  your  distance,  I  know 
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my  interference  could  not  materially  help  you.     you  have  often  asked        1781. 
for  money.     I  can  scarcely  get  enough  to  support  my  own  expences  &     July  1st 
am  every  day  running  in  debt  to  my  friends  for  my  own  support. 

I  beg  you  to  beleive  that  my  silence  (should  I  be  silent  hereafter)  will 
not  spring  from  inattention  to  you,  but  from  my  unweildy  load  of  Busi- 
ness &  my  inability  to  help  you. 
I  am  Dear  Sir 

With  great  Esteem 

Your  most  Obet  Servt." 


Thomas  Smith  D.  C  Genl:  M.  Stores  to  Col:  Davies,  at  Staunton.     July  1st 

Expressing  great  concern  at  the  situation  "of  our  Public  matters"  New  London 
and  regrets  the  Continental  and  State  affairs  have  become  so  blended  as  to 
involve  both  in  common  difficulties — He  has  however  managed  to  remove 
all  the  stores  from  Prince  Edward  C.  House,  after  great  trouble — will 
send  return  of  them  soon,  and  hopes  to  be  prepared  to  render  all  neces- 
sary assistance  to  the  State. 


Major  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies  at  "Colo.  Lewis's."  July  1st 

Since  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Department  over  which  he  pre-  Charlottes- 
sides,  experience  has  demonstrated  the  injury  resulting  from  attempting 
to  maintain  for  the  Continental  and  State  services  separate  arrange- 
ments for  their  Military  Stores — This  is  shown  by  the  trouble  he  has,  in 
collecting  &  Keeping  separate  at  places  designated  by  orders,  the  stores 
of  each  department;  by  the  power  of  State  officials  to  break  up  or  inter- 
fere with  works  established  by  him  for  the  preparation  of  Ammunition, 
and  disposing  of  magazines  upon  which  he  depends  for  immediate  sup- 
plies, thereby  risking  the  delay  of  these,  when  called  for  by  the  Com- 
manders in  the  field — Being  the  only  person,  upon  whom  the  Command- 
ers of  the  Armies. or  Corps  in  the  Southern  Department,  depend,  in  the 
now  thoroughly  invaded  States,  he  proposes  that  they  deliver  over  the 
whole  of  their  Military  Stores  to  the  Commissary  Genl :  of  Military 
Stores  or  his  Deputy,  for  the  common  defence;  each  State  to  be  credited 
with  such  as  shall  be  carried  out  of  her  bounds,  and  be  accounted  for 
by  a  subsequent  settlement  with  the  Continental  service — He  does  not 
doubt  Capt:  Bohannan's  capacity  or  activity  as  the  Com:  of  Mil:  Stores 
of  Virginia,  but  suggests  this  plan  as  conducing  not  only  to  the  preven- 
tion of  delays,  risks  and  accidents,  but  also  to  the  reducing  the  expence 
of  having  many  State  Officers  not  absolutely  wanted.  His  motive  for 
suggesting  this  change  springs  alone  from  an  anxious  desire  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Army,  so  far  as  concerns  his  Department. 
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1781.  Col:  James  Callaway  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  the  Wagon  and  team 

July  2n(i     required  of  the  County  is  ready,  and  that  the  amount  of  Clothing  will 
Bedford  Co.  be,  in  a  few  days. 


July  2nd  Majoe  B.  Ed:  Joel  TO  Brio:  Genl:  Weedon. 

"Dr.  General, 
Leeds  Inclosed  is  a  letter*  I  have  met  with  from  a  noted  scoun- 

drell  in  Port  Royal  to  Mr.  A.  Crawford  of  this  place,  who  has  likewise 
laid  under  suspicions  for  this  long  time.  You  may  rest  assured  Mr.  Mil- 
ler is  a  principle  link  in  the  chain  of  Torys  which  runs  thro'  these  Coun- 
tys.  you  will  likewise  receive  depositions  of  the  Capts  Harper  &  Bris- 
coe and  of  Mr.  Willm.  Saunders  of  this  place  against  a  certain  Capt. 
Holland, — whose  character  has  long  been  equivocal — I  have  many  mere 
evidences  against  him,  but  think  these  sufficient  to  foward,  your  orders 
to  me  to  apprehend  them,  and  not  permit  at  this  critical  juncture  these 
vipers  to  crawl  about  unnoticed  and  unregarded — there  has  been  a  con- 
stant run  of  letters  past  from  Port-royal  to  this  town,  and  from  hence  to 
Hob's  Hole  &  Urbanna  this  day  or  two. — the  flag  sent  down  by  Monta- 
^  gue  is  returned,  hut  the  Enemy  has  permitted  Mr.  Walker  &  Denizon  to 
proceed  to  New  York  to  look  after  their  property — these  are  the  blessed 
advantages  of  being  Torys :  a  true  Whig  would  find  a  great  difference 
in  their  conduct,  was  he  to  condescend  to  apply  for  his  property.  I  pre- 
sume not  to  pass  my  sentiments  on  these  dark  transactions  &  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  Rascalls — permit  me  only  to  observe,  that  untill  coercive 
measures  are  taken,  they  will  triumph  in  their  crimes,  and  pursue  their 
correspondence  with  the  British  unmolested — I  shall  wait  here  to  celebrate 
our  glorious  Independence  on  Wednesday,  for  which  great  preparations 
are  making!!! — I  have  just  receiv'd  Intelligence  of  the  return  of  one 
Lewit  Stevens  (a  capital  Pilot  for  the  Bay  &  these  rivers)  to  Urbanna 
from  the  Enemy — he  was  lately  wounded  on  board  one  of  their  vessels, 
in  cutting  the  Jolly  Robin  out  of  Curatoman — he  has  a  private  signal 
for  going  on  board  them.  Tho'  70  miles  from  here,  I  wait  impatiently 
for  your  order  to  apprehend  him — ho  is  of  the  most  dangerous  sort.  I 
dispatcht  an  Express  to  Frazers,  and  Tod's  Bridge  to  look  out  for  that 
rascal  Care,  &  likewise  one  to  the  Brig  at  the  mouth  of  the  River.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  supply  them  with  money  for  their  expences — which 
as  my  finances  are  not  extensive  has  greatly  reduced  them.  I  should 
esteem  it  as  a  singular  favor  if  you  would  oblige  me  with  the  use  of  1000 
or  1600  dollars  untill  I  return  to  fredericksburg — Col:  Jett  and  Skinket 
desires  their  respects. 

I  am  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect 

Your  obliged." — 

*  Not  found. 
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Saml:  Lyle  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

July  2nd 
Accepting  the  appointment  of  Commissioner  of  the  Provision  Law —   Eockbridge 
The  principal  articles  to  be  had  in  the  County  are  Flour,  Corn,  and 
Oats — Some  little  whisky.     There  is  a  large  quantity  of  flour  made 
from  the  wheat  collected  in  the  specific  tax,  to  be  fowarded  to  the  army, 
but  great  difficulty  in  procuring  waggons  &  teams  for  the  purpose. 


Wm.  Grayson  to  the  Gov  :  of  Virginia.  July  2nd 

"Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  they  have  furnished  War  Office, 
Capt:  Sigogne,  commanding  officer  of  Colonel  Armand's  Legion,  with  United  States 
clothing  and  accoutrements  for  that  Corps,  with  an  intention  that  they 
might  act  with  effect  in  the  army  commanded  by  the  Marquis  La-Fay- 
ette — They  find  it  absolutely  impracticable  to  furnish  them  with  the 
additional  number  of  horses  necessary;  the  whole  amount  of  the  Legion 
is  sixty  nine,  for  whom  there  are  only  twenty  five  horses;  if  your  Excel- 
lency could  furnish  them  with  a  sufficient  number  to  mount  the  whole  on 
Continental  account,  it  would  be  doing  a  very  essential  service;  indeed 
if  you  are  in  such  a  situation  as  to  be  able  to  mount  any  of  the  other 
Continental  Corps,  it  will  be  productive  of  the  best  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest 

respect,  yr:  Excelly's  most  obt  Servt." 


Major  E.  Claiborne  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  the  subjects  of  his  late  July  3rd 
communications  had  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Assistant  Deputy  Charlottes- 
Q.  Masters,  especially  that  of  making  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  '^'^^^ 

provision  law  perform  their  duties — a  thing  they  have  by  no  means  done 
heretofore. 


Major  Pryor  informs  Col:  Davies,  tbat  Mr.  Ben:  Colvard,  whom  he  July  3rd 
had  sent  to  the  Lead  mines  for  lead,  has  procured  Six  thousand  pounds —  Charlottes- 
1800  lbs.  sent  to  Bedford  Co.  House — the  remainder  sent  to  Staunton.  '^'''® 
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1781.       Petition  op  numerous  Citizens  Militia,  late  in  the  expedition  to  Genl: 
July  3rd         Greene's  army,  praying  the  Executive  of  Va.  to  be  allowed  this  term 
of  service  as  a  "tour  of  duty"  notwithstanding  they  had  returned  to 
their  homes  before  their  time  had  expired. 

BotetourtCo.  They  state  that  out  of  about  half  the  county  two  thirds  of  the  militia 
were  taken,  and  the  entire  strength  of  the  other  half — ^After  they  had 
marched,  it  was  found  that  only  one  fourth  had  been  ordered — By  the 
time  they  reached  N.  Carolina  they  were  near  to  starvation,  having 
to  pass  through  a  country  desolated  by  both  the  main  armies ;  and  were 
exposed  to  cold  rains  and  several  severe  skirmishes  with  the  enemy — 
Being  seriously  reduced  by  these  exposures,  both  in  OfScers  and  men, 
and  being  unfit  for  military  duty,  many  of  them  oflScers  &  men  volun- 
tariljr  returned  to  their  homes — They  beg  also  to  represent,  that  after 
their  return  a  Court  Martial  was  held  for  the  trial  of  the  Officers,  who 
were  promptly  acquitted,  but  that  the  privates  not  only  failed  to  get  a 
trial,  but  were  peremptorily  ordered  into  active  service  again.  Many 
who  have  since  returned  have  rec'd  their  discharges — Under  these  cir- 
cumstances they  invoke  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  government, 
solemnly  averring  their  willingness  ever  to  turn  out,  when  called  upon, 
to  repel  the  invasion  of  their  Country  by  the  Common  Enemy. 


July  4th  Col:  Jas:  Barbour  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Culpeper  Co.  The  Warrant  granted  for  impressing  horses,  confiined  the  impressing 
Officers  to  the  Counties  contiguous  to  the  march  of  the  Enemy,  conse- 
quently very  few  have  been  gotten — ^Mr.  French  Strotber  informs  him, 
that  by  Act  of  Assembly  they  may  be  taken  any  where — If  his  Excel- 
lency will  now  foward  "Warrants,  he  will  undertake  to  procure  some  very 
good  horses — When  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  with  the  Army 
in  Louisa,  orders  were  given  to  releive  the  Culpeper  Militia  then  in  ser- 
vice, at  the  end  of  two  months — He  has  ordered  this  releif  to  march  on 
the  20th  inst. 


July  4th  Brig:  Genl:  G.  Weedon  to  the  Governor. 

"Dr.  Sir, 
Frederic'ab'g  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Gray,  who  goes  to  Char- 

lottesville to  look  after  the  negroes  taken  by  the  Essex  militia,  with  that 
scoundrel  Carre.  It  seems  the  negroes  are  to  be  considered  as  prize  to 
*  the  Militia;  a  circumstance  I  was  ignorant  of  when  they  were  sent 
away,  it  appears  but  just  and  no  doubt  will  be  admitted,  Carre  and  his 
Officers  being  paroled  below,  I  did  not  care  to  put  them  under  guard 
when  they  arrived  here,  tho'  having  my  doubts  respecting  their  honor 
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had  placed  four  spies  over  them,  they  found  means  to  elude  them,  and 
the  same  night  that  they  were  brought  up  here,  broak  their  parole  and 
made  their  escape.  I  should  have  advised  your  Excellency  of  this  before, 
but  had  hopes  that  some  of  my  parties  would  retake  them— they  are  all 
como  in  without  gaining  the  smallest  Intelligence  of  them."  * 

Am  with  perfect  respect  &  Esteem 

Yr;  Excellencies  most  ob  Servant." 
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1781. 
July  4th 


Col:  Wm.  Christian  to  the  Governor  or  Virginia. 


July  5th 


"Sir, 

About  February  last  Genl:  Green  appointed  a  number  of  persons  Mahanaim 
in  this  State  and  .North  Carolina,  to  wit,  William  Christian,  William 
Preston,  Arthur  Campbell,  Joseph  Martin,  Eobert  Lanier,  Evan  Shelby, 
Joseph  Williams  and  John  Severe  Commissioners,  to  treat  with  the 
Cherokee  Indians,  and  I  sent  a  copy  of  the  Commission  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  Virginia,  As  a  negoeiation  of  that  kind  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  money,  I  have  made  several  applications  for  some ;  all  which 
have  been  so  unluckey  as  to  pass  ninnoticed — On  the  24th  of  March, 
Cols:  Campbell,  Martin,  Shelby  and  Severe  met  at  Port  P.  Henry,  and 
sent  off  one  of  the  Indian  Prisoners  to  the  Cheif  of  their  nation  propos- 
ing a  Treaty,  and  to  meet  for  that  end  on  the  10th  of  June,  at  the  Great 
Island  of  Holston.  These  gentlemen  afterwards  prolonged  the  time  to 
the  20th  of  this  Instant,  expecting  that  I  could  attend  then,  and  be  able 
to  procure  money  to  carry  it  on.  I  have  not  hitherto  been  so  anxious 
about  succeeding  as  I  am  now,  because  it  was  rather  doubtful  whether 
the  nation  would  send  their  Eepresentatives  to  meet  or  not.  But  how 
finding  they  are  actually  coming,  I  trust  your  Bxcelly.  will  pardon  me 
for  troubling  the  Board  once  more.  I  have  nothing  official  from  either 
of  the  Commissioners,  but  yesterday  two  men  from  Washington  in  No. 
Carolina  told  me  that  about  a  week  ago  150  Indians  were  at  Lick  Creek 
on  their  way  to  the  Island,  and  that  Col :  Severe  had  sent  a  party  of  . 
men  to  Guard  them  in.  Lick  Creek  is  about  30  miles  from  the  Island — 
To  day  People  from  Sullivan  County,  and  others  from  Washington  in 
Virginia,  brings  an  account  that  a  large  Body  of  them  were  near  the 
Island,  that  600  are  to  be  there  on  the  20th,  and  that  Col :  Shelby  had 
ordered  out  the  militia  of  Sullivan  to  protect  them — All  these  Eeports 
are  convincing  to  me  that  they  mean  to  attend.  And  as  it  is  130  miles 
from  here  to  Staunton  &  from  here  again  to  the  Island  130  miles,  I  con- 
clude there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  betwixt  this  day  and  the  20th  Instant, 
I,  do  not  wish  in  our  present  situation  to  recommend  giving  the  Indians 
either  Arms,  Ammunition  or  imported  goodn,  or  even  Liquor:  but  if  wo 
mean  to  negociate  at  all,  we  ought  to  provide  Provisions  for  all  that 
may  come,  So  long  as  they  choose  to  stay :  and  it  may  be  necessary  to 
give  a  few  Presents  in  Horses,  or  such  Things  as  the  neighbourhood 
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1781.  may  afford.  At  the  Treaty  at  the  same  Place  in  1777  came  more  thar 
July  5th  400  men,  women  and  children  attended,  and  I  doubt  not  but  at  least  at 
many  will  now  come,  and  I  cant  think  they  will  wish  to  go  away  before 
the  middle  or  last  of  August,  when  they  may  expect-  something  to  ea1 
out  of  their  new  crops;  the  last  year's  being  all  destroyed.  Contingeni 
charges  will  be  high.  Upon  this  view  I  am  of  opinion,  not  less  thar 
£200.000  would  answer  the  Purpose ;  and  I  submit  to  your  Honbl.  Board 
whether  a  Warrant  can,  with  Propriety  be  ordered.  Indeed  supposing 
it  to  be  going  out  of  the  Common  Road,  may  it  not  bo  supposed  thai 
Virginia,  when  she  is  advancing  millions  upon  millions  for  the  Conti 
nent,  will  advance  this  small  sum,  to  be  charged  with  the  Rest,  rathej 
than  suffer  a  Business  of  such  exceeding  great  Importance  to  fail.  Allo-w 
me  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  supplies  for  an  Affair  so  Delicate 
as  an  Indian  Treaty  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  cannot  be  procured  bj 
impressing,  nor  fixing  certain  Prices  upon  them.  If  there  is  no  monej 
ready  in  the  Treasury  to  be  spared :  the  sum  the  Board  chooses  to  ordei 
may  be  divided  in  several  Warrants,  and  some  of  these  probablj 
exchanged  with  sheriffs  who  have  collected  public  money,  and  others 
passed  to  People  who  can  give  large  supplies  of  Provisions:  but  thi 
ready  money  would  be  a  great  saving — I  expect  money  is  better  in  th( 
neighbourhood  of  the  Island,  than  in  any  other  Part  of  this  State,  anc 
that  Things  will  be  got  for  about  200  for  one.  Col.  Lanier,  the  firsi 
named  of  the  Carolina  Commissioners  applied  to  Genl:  Green  for  monej 
&  he  wrote  to  him  to  apply  to  the  Continental  Treasury  OflSce  in  Vir 
ginia  for  £150,  in  specie;  an  Extract  of  that  Letter  was  sent  to  me,  bui 
I  could  get  no  money  upon  it — I  shall  make  no  Remarks  upon  his  ides 
of  such  Business. 

I  entreat  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble:  the  Council  to  considei 
what  will  be  the  consequence,  if  the  Indians  are  now  Disappointed  S 
hurried  off  for  want  of  Provisions;  and  without  money  is  ordered,  I  se( 
nothing  the  Commissioners  can  do,  but  tell  them  to  go  Home  as  speedily 
as  possible,  having  no  way  to  procure  any  Thing  for  them  to  subsist  oi 
among  the  white  People.  If  I  was  certain  our  affairs  were  flourishing 
in  South  Carolina,  I  might  be  less  anxious,  but  of  that  we  have  no  cer 
tainty  here.  Much  depends  upon  the  Fate  of  Ninety  Six,  and  there  ii 
no  Account  in  this  Part  of  the  Country,  of  its  Fall. 

I  am  doubtful  the  North  Carolina  Commrs.  have  made  no  Provisioi 
for  the  Treaty:  indeed  their  money  will  scarcely  pass  in  their  own  State— 
ours  will,  as  well  as  in  our  own  State,  (in  these  two  Countys  on  this  sid^ 
of  the  mountains),  but  if  they  have,  the  Virginia  Commrs.  will  be  a 
saving  as  possible,  and  use  all  the  Economy  the  service  will  admit  of- 
as  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  an  Express  to  go  any  Distance,  Capt:  Mac 
corkle  the  Bearer,  has  been  Kind  Enough  to  offer  his  service  to  go  dowi 
for  mo:  he  wants  no  reward,  but  if  the  Auditors  will  give  him  a  Wai 
rant  for  his  Expences,  it  will  be  well  Enough.  I  have  now  only  to  bej 
that  your  Excellency  will  not  let  him  be  delayed. 

I  am  with  much  deference  &  Respect  your  ob  Servt." 
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David  Ross  to  Col;  Davies.  1781. 

"Sir,  July  5th 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  have  met  Mr.  James  Maury,  Pt.  of  Pork 
and  find  Lord  Cornwallis  has  agreed  to  grant  passports  for  the  safe  con- 
veyance of  400  hhds:  of  Toba.  to  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  debts  contracted  there  by  the  prisoners  of  the  Virginia  line,  and 
promises  to  grant  passports  for  a  further  quantity  if  this  is  found  insuf- 
ficient— his  Lordship  annexes  the  following  conditions — That  none  of 
the  Tobo.  to  be  sent,  shall  go  from  James  or  York  Rivers — that  pass- 
ports will  not  be  granted  to  Vessels  within  their  reach — this  last  expres- 
sion is  rather  vague,  and  may  be  extended  to  vessels  up  any  largo  Rivers 
where  the  British  Ships  of  War  can  go, — but  I  cannot  think  that  is  his 
meaning.  For  several  reasons,  which  I  shall  communicate  when  I  come 
down,  I  wish  to  send  a  larger  quantity  of  Tobacco  to  Charlestown — 
Upon  the  whole,  this  business  is  now  upon  a  pretty  good  footing."         * 

I  am  with  the  great-est  respect  &c." 


W.  Porter  Jnr  :  Com.  Mil  Stores  to  Col  ;  Davies.  July  5th 

He  has  been  informed  by  Capt  Cocke,  that  ho  is  much  blamed  for  the  Broad  Water 
loss  of  the  Military  Stores  at  Carter's  Ferry,  and  that  he  left  that, Post 
without  giving  due  notice — He  had  authority  from  Major  Pryor  by  let- 
ter to  go  to  Broadwater,  and  leave  the  stores  in  the  hands  of  a  reliable 
person.  This  he  had  done  and  taken  his  receipt — He  then  proceeded  to 
Broadwater  to  have  the  stores  removed,  in  accordance  with  instructions, 
but  could  not  get  transportation  for  the  purpose — Had  this  been  feasible, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  carried  them  up  the  country,  in  as 
much  as  the  Enemy  was  at  Petersburg — Cornwallis  was  between  him 
and  Charlottesville,  and  after  repeated  attempts,  he  found  it  impossible 
to  go  himself  without  great  danger  of  being  captured — Under  these 
circumstances  he  had  retired  to  Col :  Parker's  Camp,  and  done  service 
there,  untill  he  could  communicate  with  Major  Pryor.  On  the  day 
before  he  had  received  Orders  from  that  Officer — He  is  ready  to  account 
for  all  the  Military  Stores  under  his  charge,  since  he  had  an  appointment 
in  the  Department. 


Robert  Morriss  to  the  Governor  or  Virginia.  juiy  eth 

"Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  Philadelphia 
of  the  28th  of  June  1781,  from  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
that  I  am  directed  to  press  a  Compliance  with  the  several  Requisitions 
of  Congress  upon  your  State.     Immediately  upon  the  Receipt  of  this 
26 
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1781.  Ecsolution,  I  wrote  to  the  Tronsury  Board,  the  Commissary  General  am 
July  6th  Quarter  Master  General  for  returns,  by  which  to  determine  the  sovera 
Balances  due.  Whenever  I  shall  have  received  them,  I  will  do  mysol 
the  honour  of  addressing  your  Excellency  again  on  the  Subject,  and  an 
to  pray  that  in  the  Interim,  measures  may  be  taken  within  your  State 
to  comply  with  these  several  Eequisitions  as  far  as  they  may  hithertc 
have  been  uncomplied  with,  the  Object  of  my  present  Letter  is  to  give 
you  Early  notice  of  that  Eesolution  and  further  to  inform  you  as  the 
Balance  of  these  Eequisitions  is  the  only  Fund,  from  which  the  Expendi- 
tures of  the  Campaign  are  to  be  drawn,  I  must  urge  the  most  speedy 
and  punctual  Compliance  on  the  Part  of  the  Several  States.  Your 
Excellency's  good  sense  will  render  it  unnecessary  for  mo  to  dwell  on 
this  Subject,  and  your  Eegard  for  the  Publick  Interest  will,  I  am  Confi- 
dent interest  you  most  deeply  in  the  facilitating  a  Compliance  with  thia 
Essential  demand. 

With  the  greatest  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obt  hbl.  Servant." 


July  6th  Major  Ed:  Claiboene  to  Col  Davies. 

Sir, 
Charlottes-  Among  the  number  of  impossibilities  in  the  Quarter  Master's  Depart- 

^'"'^•^  mont,  in  its  present  state,  tho'  indispensably  necessary  to  be  done :  that 
Great  diffi-     of  procuring  forage  is  one.     It  is  generally  the  case,  and  I  should  be 
curing°graini  S'^d  of  your  influence  and  authority  with  the  County  Commissioners,  to 
forage,  &c.     deliver  it,  whenever  the  Assistant  Deputy  (Quarter  Masters  may  call  for 
it:  but  I  have  reference  particularly  to  the  post  at  Staunton.     Captain 
Hamilton  writes  to  me  in  the  most  distressing  terms,  that  he  cannot 
obtain  a  grain,  and  that  a  considerable  number  of  Cavalry  and  Wagon 
horses  there,  are  now  almost  perishing— The  Express  who  waits  upon 
you  with  this,  will  receive  &  carry  such  orders  you  may  think  most 
effectual  to  Issue  upon  this  occasion. 

.  I  think  Sir,  it  may  not  bo  amiss  to  mention  to  you,  that  as  the  Assist- 
ant Deputy  Quarter  Masters  have  so  willingly  undertaken  to  render 
their  assistance  in  such  points  us  you  have  requested,  you  cannot  oblige 
them  more,  than  by  making  the  County  Commissioners  furnish  tho 
means  of  transportation  and  forage,  whenever  they  may  bo  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

with  great  respect  &  esteem 
Sir  your  obedient  Servant. 
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Major  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  July  6th 

With  this,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  Letter  to  his  Excel-  Charlottes- 
leney  the  Governor,  requesting  a  supply  of  money  to  discharge  the 
arrearages  of  the  department,  I  have  been  acting  in;  that  is,  I  mean 
money  borrow'd  and  advanced;  as  to  pay  it  is  out  of  the  question — 

I  begin  to  feel  myself  greatly  releived  in   being  informed  that  the  Great  scarci- 
Hhnble  Board  of  "War  has  appointed  another  person  to  the  post  I  have  d'jfficuUies^of 
been  acting  in,  previous  to  my  appointment  from  the  Baron — as  he  was  his  position, 
appointed  some  time  in  the  winter,  I  think  it  is  almost  time  that  we 
should  begin  to  expect  him,  or  at  least  his  plenipo — the  Lord  prosper  & 
make  it  easy  to  him  say  I — 

My  man  being  in  great  want  of  a  pair  of  shoes,  I  should  be  most 
obliged  to  you  for  an  order  to  Capt :  Peyton  for  a  pair. 
I  am 

Dr.  Sir 

Your  most  obt 

and  very 


J.  Patillo,  a.  Com:  of  Issues — to  Col:  Davies.  July  6th 

Dr.  Colo., 

When  a  man  is  destitute  of  money,  cloaths  and  friends :  he  is  Near  New 
in  my  oppinion  an  object  of  pity — whether  this  may  be  my  case  or  not,  I  asgow 

will  leave  it  you  to  judge,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  am  realy  destitute  of  the  Characteris- 
two  former,  and  if  I  don't  find  the  latter  in  you,  I  am  absolutely  lacking  from  an"offi- 
of  the  whole — My  dear  Sir,  you  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  hard  duty  I  cer  for  clothr 
perform'd  at  Chesterfield  &  you  may  well  know  likewise  that  I  have^°Si  *c. 
never  drawn  a  farthing  of  pay  since  I  have  been  in  service:  &  when 
cloathing  was  to  be  had,  I  wou'd  get  nothing  but  a  shirt&apr:  of 
shoes — The  cloathing  I  brought  from   home  is  now  worn  out  &  I  can 
scarce  hide  my  nakedness,  and  as  you  are  the  only  person  that  can 
befriend  me  in  this  ease,  I  most  humbly  request  you  to  give  me  an  order 
for  such  neeessarys,  as  you  may  think  proper,  as  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  my  circumstances,  as  also  with  what  cloathing  I  have  already 
drawn — if  you  are  Kind  enough  to  give  me  an  order  please  to  send  it  by 
Capt:  Darby,  as  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Capt:  Peyton 
soon. 

I  am  Dr.  Colo.,  with  all  due  respect  ^ 

Your  very  humble  Servt. 
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1781. 

July  6th 

Charlottes- 
ville 

Urgent  re- 
quest for 
funds  to  meet 
expenses  of 
Depiirtment 
of  the  South, 
&c. 


Major  John  Prtor  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Sir, 

Since  I  undertook  to  act  as  Commissary  Genl  of  Military  Stores  for 
the  Southern  department,  a  very  considerable  Bxpence  has  attended  my 
operations — I  represented  this  matter  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who 
gave  me  the  inclos'd  order  on  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  I  suppose  not 
considering  the  impropriety  of  the  matter,  and  not  having  yet  been  fur- 
nished wth  money,  whilst  the  Expenses  are  growing  too  great  for  my  cir- 
cumstances or  credit,  to  support  much  longer,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  procure  me  an  order  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  & 
Twenty  Thousand  dollars  on  the  Treasury  to  enable  me  to  satisfy  the 
loans  that  have  been  made  me,  and  other  monies  advanced  for  my  depart- 
ment, for  which  I  will  account. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  Eespect  and  Esteem, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient 

and  very  Hble  Servt. 


July  7th 

Barracks 
near  Char- 
lottesville 


Capt  Jno:  Petton  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Urging  the  necessity  of  employing  and  sending  at  once  a  certain  num- 
ber of  experienced  curriers,  and  tailors  to  that  place — Col  Pebiger  in 
command  of  the  Yirga.  Troops  might  furnish  them — Should  this  be  done, 
he  can  supply  the  Virginia  Line,  with  the  necessary  shoes  and  clothing. 


July  7th 

Greensville 
Co. 

Case  of  Mr. 
John  Wiclc- 
ham,  &c. 


Mr.  Henry    Tazewell    to    Gov:    Nelson — enclosing  letter   of  Gov: 

Jefferson  to  Major  Wall,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Jno:  Wickham.* 
Sir, 

In  November  last  Mr.  Jo.  Wickham,  a  young  gentleman  who  is  a 
native  of  Long  Island,  came  to  Virginia  from  New  York  with  his  uncle 

*  Sabine,  in  his  "  Biographical  Sketches  of  Loyalists  of  the  American  Revolution", 
Vol  II,  p.  427,  says,  Mr.  John  Wickham,  "entered  the  Queen's  Rangers  as  an 
ensign,  and  at  the  peace  was  a  captain — and  further  states  that  Lieut:  Col:  Simcoe, 
the  noted  commander  of  that  Corps,  "speaks  of  him  as  an  officer  of  quickness  and 
courage" — 

These  statements  do  not  accord  with  the  facts  given  in  the  letters  recorded  above — 
The  Queen's  Rangers,  a  corps  of  Loyalists  at  the  time  referred  to  by  Sabine,  1777, 
were  operating  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  were  not  transferred  to  Vir- 
ginia until  1780 — 

Mr.  John  Wickham,  wo  find  was  a  minor  living  with  his  uncle  in  Virginia  in 
1781  —It  is  not  probable  therefore,  that  nearly  four  years  before  that  time,  he  could  have 
been  a  prominent  officer  in  an  active  partizan  corps;  and  should  have  left  that  corps, 
with  the  prospect  of  preferment  before  him— The  Wickham  mentioned  by  Sabine, 
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Edmund  Fanning  with  a  view  of  making  this  country  his  place  of  Resi-  1781. 
dence  after  he  had  qualified  himself  for  the  practice  of  the  Law  &  of  July  7th 
living  here  during  his  minority  under  the  directions  of  his  uncle  the 
Rev:  William  Panning.  But  on  his  arrival  at  Portsmouth  he  failed  to 
observe  the  precautions  in  coming  out,  which  since,  he  has  found  was 
necessary — He  was  therefore  apprehended  in  the  neighborhood  of  Genl: 
Muhlenberg's  camp,  which  was  at  that  time  in  Nansemond  &  examined 
before  a  Court  Martial  who  came  not  to  a  decision  as  I  have  been 
informed,  in  consequence  of  Genl:  Muhlenberg's  orders — After  this  the 
Papers  &  Letters  relating  to  Mr.  Wickham  were  transmitted  to  Gover- 
nor Jefferson  who  in  Council  came  to  the  determination  contained  in 
the  inclosed  Paper  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

"December  21st  1780"— 
"Sir, 

I  laid  before  the  Council  the  Rev :  Mr.  Panning's  Letter  to  Mr.  Letter  en- 
Tazewell  together  with  the  Letters  and  other  Papers  found  on  Mr.  xazewen  to  ' 
Wickham — The  general  Expectations  of  remaining  in  this  country,  with  Gov.  Nelson 
which  the  Enemy  (and  probably)  this  young  Gentleman  came  into  it,  thireentle-*° 
the  political  character  of  the  Gentleman  under  whose  Auspices  he  came,  man 
his  not  leaving  the  Enemy  'till  they  were  obliged  to  retire,  and  the  com- 
plexion of  his  own  Journals  and  Letters,  are  circumstances  which  place 
him,  in  their  Belief,  among  the  Enemies  of  this  Country.    Nothing 
appears  which  even  leads  to  a  suspicion  that  a  Difference  in  political  sen- 
timent was  among  the  motives  which  led  him  from  his  connections  with 
the  Enemy  to  seek  a  union  with  this  Country.     The  manner  of  his 
effecting  his  Transition  from  the  one  Party  to  tl^  other,  was  not  likely 
to  produce  any  other  than  a  hostile  Reception — he  comes  an  Enemy 
from  an  Enemy,  in  the  midst  of  our  Country,  with  arms  in  their  Hands, 
attempts  to  pass  without  application  to,  or  Leave  from,  any  oflficor  civil 
or  military,  and  to  bear  Letters,  negotiating  an  Interview  between  an 
officer  high  in  the  adverse  command,  and  citizens  of  this  State.     Under 
these  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  Board  cannot  but  deem  him  an 
Enemy,  and  (being  within  our  Power)  a  Prisoner  of  War — They  are  at 

was  afterwards  promoted  to  a  Lieutenancy,  and  at  the  peace  in  1783  was  a  Captain, 
whereas  Mr.  John  Wickham,  whose  case  we  find  so  much  absorbing  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  was  a  mere  youth  in  1781,  not  in  the  military  service  in  any 
capacity  but  entertaining  the  purpose  to  prepare  himself  for  the  legal  profession,  as 
a  citizen  of  Virginia — It  is  therefore  impossible  he  could  have  been  a,  Captain  in  the 
British  service  at  the  peace  several  years  later.  In  addition  to  this,  Simcoe  in  the 
journal  kept  of  his  very  active  operations  in  Virginia  down  to  the  surrender  of  his 
Corps  at  York  town,  makes  no  mention  of  Lieutenant  or  Captain  Wickham — The 
latter  had  been  put  in  command  of  a  body  of  picked  men  attached  to  the  Rangers, 
just  previous  to  their  arrival  in  Virginia,  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  a  young  and 
ambitious  ofBeer  would  have  left  such  a  command  at  such  a  crisis — The  attempt  there- 
fore to  identify  the  Wickham,  oflScer  of  the  Queen's  Kangers,  with  the  John  Wick- 
ham, afterwards  a  distinguished  lawyer  of  Virginia  cannot  be  maintained — 
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1781.  the  same  time  as  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  decided  principles  of  Whig- 
July  7th  ism,  which  have  distinguished  the  character  of  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Fan- 
ning, that  they  shall  think  this  young  Gentleman  perfectly  safe  under 
his  care,  so  long  as  he  stays  in  this  State;  to  him,  therefore,  they  remit 
him  until  a  flag,  daily  expected  from  New  York  mto  Potowmack  Eiver, 
shall  be  returning  to  that  Place,  when  they  shall  expect  him  to  take  his 
passage  back,  first  calling  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  War  Office  to 
give  a  Proper  Parole — 

I  am  Sir  with  great  Respect 

Your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

TH:  JBFFBRSOlSr." 

Major  Wall. 

Failure  of  Your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  this,  that  a  Flag  was  at  that  time 

the  flag  to  expected  into  Potowmack  Eiver  from  New  York,  in  which  it  was 
the  conse-  intended  Mr.  Wickham  should  return  to  New  York.  The  situation 
'^eni'ences°to  lio'^^ver  of  public  affairs,  or  some  other  cause,  having  prevented  the 
Mr.  Wick-  arrival  of  this  Flag,  Mr.  Wickham  has  ever  since  been  detained  here  by  Mr. 
Fanning  as  a  Prisoner  of  War.  In  this  situation  he  is  prevented  from 
pursuing  the  study  he  intended,  for  the  want  of  Books  and  some  proper 
person  to  instruct  him,  his  parole  in  some  degree  tying  him  down  to  the 
neighborhood  of  his  confinement — Besides  the  disadvantage  to  which  at 
this  time  of  Life  this  subjects  him,  your  Excellency  will  easily  conceive 
how  disagreeable  his  situation  must  be,  while  it  not  only  cuts  him  oif  from 
any  public  Academical  Instruction  in  the  way  of  his  study,  but  in  a  manner 
forbids  the  intercourse  which  he  otherwise  might  have  with  those  persu- 
ing the  same  study  with  himself,  greatly  to  his  disadvantage — notwith- 
standing all  these,  things  however,  if  the  releasement  of  this  young  gen- 
tlenien,  or  an  extension  of  his  Parole  could  in  any  wise  injure  the  Com- 
monwealth, I  hope  I  should  be  among  the  last  who  would  solicit  for 
either — It  appearing  from  the  enclosed  paper  to  have  been  the  design  of 
the  Executive  to  permit  Mr.  Wickham  to  return  to  New  York  and  my 
beitig  thoroughly  satisfied  that  no  evil  can  result  from  it,  I  must  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Council,  if  you  yourself  be 
not  vested  with  sufficient  powers  to  decide  on  the  subject  and  obtain  a 
grant  leave,  if  it  be  not  thought  inconsistent  with  the  public  Interest, 
for  Mr.  Wickham  to  return  to  New  York  to  his  relatives  &  connections 
on  Parole— Possibly  on  his  way  he  may  effect  his  Exchange  in  Ports- 
mouth for  some  of  our  prisoners  in  the  Enemys  hands  at  that  place — 
Altho'  he  has  considered  himself  a  prisoner  on  Parole  ever  since  the 
inclosed  determination,  yet  he  never  has  signed  any  particular  parole, 
so  that  if  leave  should  be  granted  him  to  return,  he  will  be  considerably 
releived  by  having  Colo.  Parker  or  some  other  officer,  on  this  side  the 
River,  authorized  to  take  his  parole — I  sometime  ago  delivered  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  case  to  one  of  the  Council  to  which  &  to  Colo.  Mason 
the  bearer  hereof,  I  refer  you  for  any  further  particulars  j'ou  may  wish 
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to  know  respecting  this  matter — We  have  a  report  prevailing  in  this  1781. 
part  of  the  country  that  Genl :  Greene  has  reduced  Augusta  &  Ninety  July  7th 
Six,  and  that  the  Enemy  have  evacuated  Savannah — whether  it  is  true 
or  not,  time  will  discover — After  congratulating  you  on  your  late  hon- 
orable appointment,  and  beging  pardon  for  having  so  far  troubled  you 
as  this  letter  pi-obably  will,  I  must  beg  your  Excellency  to  return  me  an 
answer  by  Colo.  Mason. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard 
&  Esteem,  your  most  obt.  Sevt., 

HENEY  TAZEWELL. 
Greensville  July  7th  1781. 


Samp  :  Mathews  to  Thos  :  Nelson  Esq  Gov.  July  7th 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  orders,  I  sent  an  oflQeer  to  oifer  the  insurgents  the  Staunton 
terms  on  which  your  Excellency  would  grant  them  Pardon — those  insur- 
gents in  this  county  &  Rockingham  cheifly  assembled  where  the  officer 
I  sent  &  an  officer  from  Rockingham  attended — they  appeared  very  sub-  In  regard  to 
missive  &  Delivered  up  their  officers,  viz  Capt:  Wm.  Ward  &  Lieut:  surgenVi'n 
Lewis  Baker,  who  were  both  brought  to  this  Place  on  the  5th  Instant  Augusta  and 
&  uppon  being  Examined  before  me  &  upon  the  Testimoney  of  Several  I'ookmgham 
Witnesses,  it  apear'd  to  me  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  Treason  agt. 
the  State  &  accordingly  their  are  Both  committed  to  close  goal  &  an 
Examining  Court  ordered  on  Friday,  the  13th  Instant — in  the  course  of 
the  Testimony  aduced  I  was  obliged  to  admitt  as  Evidence,  two  of  the 
insurgents  on  beehalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  were  very  Backward 
in  giving  in  their  Testimoney,  but  by  Cross  Examining  them  the  Truth 
came  out — they  as  well  as  several  others  of  the  witnesses  are  in  very 
Low  circumstances  &  not  able  to  support  themselves  to  Travel  to 
Richmond  to  prosecute  the  Prisoners — there  are  two  or  three  more  of 
the  Principles  I  Expect  in  daily  &  I  am  Doubtfull  that  the  witness  will 
fail  to  attend  to  prosecute,  &  if  the  do  attend  &  no  one  at  the  Trial  that 
knows  all  the  circumstances  of  the  matter  &  that  is  personaly  aquinted 
with  them,  they  will  Evade  the  matter  as  much  as  possible  &  by  that 
means  the  Insurgents  may  escape  punishment;  which  will  be  produc- 
tive of  the  worst  consequences — in  Speaking  of  the  witnesses,  I  mean 
these  two  Insurgents  admitted  on  behalfe  of  the  Commonwealth,  who 
are  the  only  ones  that  can  Give  the  facts — Should  your  Excellency  & 
the  Council  think  Propper  to  appoint  Judges  &  a  Court  of  oyer,  to  bo 
held  here  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  August  next,  it  would  save  Expence 
&  the  Ring  Leaders  of  the  Insurgents  would  Receive  their  Deserts — 
Please  give  the  messenger,  Mr.  Owens,  Dispatch,  as  it  will  be  necessary 
that  he  Return  here  at  or  before  the  Call  Court,  in  order  that  the  wit- 
nesses may  be  Bound  to  Prosecute  at  the  Place  apointed — I  have  the 
Honor  to  be  with  Respect  &  esteem 

Sir,  your  obdt  &  humble  Servt. 
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1781.  "N.  B.  Please  give  the  Express  an  Order  To  the  Auditors'  to  allo-w 

July  7th     him  hire  for  himself  &  horse  &  finding  both  120  miles  going  &  the  sam( 
Returning." 


Dr.  Sir, 
July  7tb  The  arms  you  mention  in  your  favor  24th  ult:  rec'd  this  Morn- 

Frederic'sb'g  ing,  amounting  to  near  800,  were  contrary  to  my  orders  stored  at  Fau- 
quier Ct:  House,  the  Marquis  having  communicated  to  me  his  want  ol 
them,  I  sent  waggons  from  hence  &  they  have  been  delivered  into  his 
Park,  full  14  days  ago. 


July  7th 


Genl:  Weedon  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 


In  regard  to  By  advice  from  the  Board  of  War  Phila.,  upwards  of  4000  stand  have 
an^d^sDoM-  ^^^^  s^^it  from  that  place  for  the  use  of  the  State  since  April  last,  their 
tion  of  them,  Eout  by  Noland's  Ferry  where  an  Officer  has  been  stationed  to  receive 
money^&c  ^  foward  as  directed,  he  is  to  remain  there  on  that  duty  'til  the  10th 
of  the  Month.  My  last  Orders  were  to  store  all  such  as  were  not  par- 
ticularly desired  to  another  point  of  destination,  at  Fauquier  Ct.  House, 
from  whence  thej'^  may  be  disposed  off,  as  the  Board  may  please  to 
direct.  The  Northern  Neck,  being  almost  drained  in  the  first  of  the 
Invasion,  it  will  be  proper  to  supply  the  exposed  counties  with  some. 
Fairfax  county,  for  instance,  has  only  forty  stand  at  present  in  it,  &  Prince 
William  but  83  Guns,  including  Every  Kind — Westmoreland,  Richmond, 
Lancaster  &  Northumberland  are  also  feeble  in  point  of  defence.  800 
stand  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  immediate  supply  of  those  coun- 
ties— our  greatest  fear  from  his  Lordship  now  is  his  penetrating  up 
Potowmack — I  have  full  hopes  of  an  ample  supply  of  arms  for  all  our 
purposes,  by  the  vigilence  &  activity  of  our  Friend  Grayson — he  writes 
me,  26th  ult;  that  Swords  &  Pistols  (for  which  I  had  wrote  him)  would 
be  immediately  sent  foward — I  had  also  seen  the  loss  of  Ammunition 
for  want  of  Cartouch  Boxes  &  well  knowing  the  evil  could  not  speedily 
be  removed  from  a  supply  in  the  State,  wrote  to  him  to  think  of  us  on 
that  score  also,  he  tells  me  1000  are  screwed  out,  for  our  use  &  will 
shortly  be  here— also  200.000  M.  Cartridges  which  are  sent  off  * 


Pledged  his 
private  es- 
tate, &c. 


With  respect  to  Boats,  I  have  used  every  method  in  my  power  to  get  6 
Built  at  this  Place  &  Alexandria  &  had  actually  agreed  upon  terms  five 
weeks  ago,  but  for  want  of  money  have  not  got  them  finished,  nor  is 
there  the  least  probability  without  the  ready  cash,  the  credit  of  the 
country  being  so  very  low  it  utterly  impossible  to  engage  the  most  tri- 
fling article  upon  trust,  tho'  I  pledged  my  own  Estate  for  the  payment 
of  four  that  were  agreed  for  at  Alexandria  &  two  at  this  place— This 
necessary  Business  may  be  renewed,  if  money  is '  sent  to  Enable  the 
workmen  to  go  on.     Since  sitting  down  to  write  have  received  a  Letter 
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from  the  Officer  stationed  at  N"oland'8  Ferry,  Copy  of  which  is  enclosed —       1781. 
Tou  had  better  give  some  directions  respecting  the  supplies  coming  from     July  7th 
the  Northward — I  think  "Winchester  a  secure  place  for  your  principle  Nowland's 
magazines,  but  must  beg  you  to  permit  800  Stand  to  come  here;  they  -^[nchtster 
will  be  convenient  to  send  to  the  Marquis  should  he  want  a  further  sup- 
ply, or  if  the  Enemy  move  up  Potowmac,  they  will  be  also  convenient 
for  immediate  Service. 

Grayson's  report  1st  June  is  as  follows — 
Sent  on  I  ^^^^  property  of  the  State  from  E.  Island 

j  1000        do: arms  repaired  • 

1000        do  ready  S  at  this  Place  Phila. 

500  Continental  J 

1000        do,  on  their  way  from  "West  Point 

4600  in  all. 

I  am  your  mo :  obt  Servant. 

P.  S.  Thanks  to  you  for  your  Southern  Intelligence,  I  hope  ere  this    Postscript 
that  the  second  edition  from  "  96  "  is  ready  for  publication.     Our  affairs 

m  that  Quarter  are  of  the  most  pleasing ,  And  I  have  not  a  doubt 

but  the  old  Dominion  will  Extricate  Herself  with  equal  Honor,  notwith- 
standing her  neighbors  have  sett  with  folded  Arms  while  she  was  so 
cruelly  pressed ;  but  whose  afraid  ? — the  more  danger,  the  more  Honor — 
Steady  &  spirited  Exertions  for  a  few  months  longer"  will  do  our  Busi- 
ness. 

Your  Affec: 

G.  "W. 

Letter  referred  to  above. 

"Noland  Perry  29th  June  1781. 
"DearGenl: 

In  my  last  letter  to  you  dated  the  26th  Inst,  I  gave  an 

account  of  the  People's  unwillingness  to  assist  in  fowarding  the  Military 

Stores  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  Army — I  had  rec'd  but  355  musk  & 

89.  Bayonets — Since  I  have  rec'd  266  musk.  189  Bayts.  475  mus — &  132 

Bay,"  sent  by  Mr.  Nicholson  for  this  State —  '''  * 

yfi  3p  JfC  3|C  yfi.  7|C 

I  have  ordered  Benjn  "Walker  to  the  Marquises'  Camp,  his  rout  by  Fredg., 
as  will  appear  by  his  note  of  directions — His  Load  127  muskt.  with  Bay 
&  76  Cartouch  Boxes  loose — I  have  this  day  rec'd  46  Boxes  of  Cartgs. 
Plints  &c.  which  I  have  stored  at  Leesburg  untill  I  can  get  "Waggons  &c." 
*  *  *  I  am  &c. 
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1781.  David  Eoss  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

July  7tli      Sir, 

Eichmond  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Acts  of  Assembly  of  the  Oct: 

Debts  due  in  Session  &  the  Journals  of  Congress  from  Octbr  till  April  last — I  think 

the  West,       the  several  Claimants  against  this  State  for  debts  due  in  the  Western 
now  to  be  o  ,  .  , 

paid  Country  must  apply  to  Congress  for  paymt — I  think  li,  was  on  these 

terms  that  Country  was  relinquished  to  the  United  States. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  obt. 


July  7th  Majoe  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Charlottes-  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency  by  letter  on  the 

^  26th  of  June,  transmitting  at  the  same  time,  inclosed  my  arrangement 
for  the  Quarter  Masters  Department  upon  the  Continental  Establishment 
in  this  State,  with  Copies  of  sundry  Papers  laid  before  the  honorable 
the  house  of  assembly,  requesting  their  attention  and  decision  as  early 
as  possibly,  but  have  not  been  honor'd  with  a  reply. 

A  particular  instance  of  the  necessity  of  having  the  wagons  mentioned 
by  me  to  your  Excellency,  for  the  Commissar's  Department,  is  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  John  Brown,  Commissioner  of  the  Provision  law  for  this 
State.  He  proposes  to  have  a  large  Magazine  of  provisions  at  Eich- 
mond.  It  is  very  well  known  that  there  are  no  wagons  in  that  country, 
so  that  unless  they  can  be  furnished  from  some  other  post,  the  provisions 
cannot  be  transported.  Perhaps  Mr.  Brown  may  be  fortunate  enough 
to  procure  a  Brigade  or  two,  by  virtue  of  the  orders  given  by  Governoa' 
Jefferson  to  the  County  Commissioners,  but  it  will  be  a  tedious  piece  of 
business  and  consequently  of  little  effect. 

I  find  it  necessary  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  former  Coun- 
cil at  Eichmond  (as  some  of  the  honorable  members  who  act  in  the 
present  must  remember)  promised  to  Col :  Carrington  and  myself,  who 
made  the  arrangement  for  the  Quarter  Master's  department  in  this  State 
and  obtained  their  approbation,  that  they  would  support  it — As  I  have 
not  been  furnished  with  a  farthing  of  money  or  an  article  of  stores  from 
the  northward,  and  as  I  do  not  much  expect  any,  my  only  dependence 
is  still  on  the  government  of  Virginia.  Therefore  I  hope  j'-our  Excel- 
lency will  consider  that  the  former  promise  is  as  necessary  at  this  time, 
and  adopt  such  measures  as  you  thinj^best. 

"Without  an  immediate  sum  of  money,  the  greater  part  of  the  men  in 
the  department  will  leave  me.  the  Ofiicers  may  remain,  as  few  of  them 
are  dependant  upon  the  public  for  support,  but  the  workmen  will  not, 
because  they  subsist  upon  their  wages  and  cannot  do  without.  What 
money  is  due  from  the  Treasury  upon  the  Warrants,  I  have  obtj^in'd. 
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will  not  pay  up  what  is  now  owing  to  the  Artificers,  and  unless  more 
attention  is  paid  to  the  press,  by  the  pei-son  whose  business  it  is,  than 
has  been  the  case  for  some  time  past,  we  need  not  pretend  to  make  a 
contract  for  money.  The  Printer  is  yet  delay'd  for  want  of  Oyl,  and 
cannot  furnish  himself  in  any  part  of  this  country. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  for  Orders  of  Five  hundred  thousand  &  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  each  to  the  amount  of  Six  Millions  of  pounds. 
This  sum,  if  obtained  early  will  enable  me  to  pay  off  a  considerable  part 
of  the  debts  already  due  in  the  department  and  to  set  the  business  in 
motion ;  but  if  it  is  not  done  in  a  short  time,  double  the  sum  will  not  be 
sufficient,  as  the  depreciation  increases  very  rappidly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obet. 
Humble  Servant." 
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1781. 
July  7th 


Major  Christian  Holmer  to  Gov.  Nelson 


July  7th 


Congratulating  him  on  his  late  Election — Is  a  stranger  here;  had  lost    Kichmond 

two  horses  in  the  service  &  has  had  no  pay  for  ten  months — has  been 

absent  from  Virginia  three  years — has  spent  his  little  fortune  in  the 

army,  having  served  six  years,  and  should  never  be  fit  for  field  service 

again — Is  now  "Bliest  to  sell  one  thing  after  a  other  to  maintain  me 

with"  but  rejoices  in  his  present  condition,  "for  all  the  whole  Town  is    Small-pox 

full  of  Small  Ppx" — &c — Begs  once  more  for  his  pay. 


Capt  Thos:  W.  Ewell  to  Col:  Davies. 


July  8th 


Has  arrived  at  that  Post,  as  ordered,  but  finds  himself  surrounded  by  Pt.  of  Pork 
the  Small  Pox — many  of  the  men  had  not  had  the  disease,  and  therefore  Small-pox 
begs  ("as  there  is  a  Doctor  belonging  to  the  Regiment")  that  innocula-  *"h  '^J'""''"" 
tion  be  allowed  &e. 


Letter  prom  George  Kioholson,  by  order  of  David  Eoss  (Commis- 
sioner of  Arms  for  State  of  Virga)  to  Brig:  Genl:  Danl:  Morgan. 


July  8th 


Advising  him  of  his  proposed  shipment  of  arms  and  accoutrements  for  Philadelphia 
one  hundred  Calvalry  to  Winchester,  from  Philadelphia — That  all  neces- 
sary military  supplies  might  be  procured  at  that  place  except  caps  but 
for  the  want  of  money.     "Will  send  steel  sufScient  to  make  200  swords, 
which  he  is  informed  can  be  manufactured  at  Winchester. 
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1781.  Capt  Thos.  Martin,  5th  Va.  Eegt.,  to  Col:  Davies. 

July  9th 
Staunton         Eequesting  the  return  to  him,  of  certain  descriptive  lists  of  men 

received  at  that  Place,  carried  off  by  mistake  &c. 


July  9th  COL  TtTRNEK  SOUTHALL   TO   CoL :   DaVIES. 

On  behalf  of  seven  men  of  the  militia,  ordered  by  Court  Martial  to 
serve  six  months  in  the  army;  who  had  made  every  effort  to  do  their 
duty,  but  from  ignorance,  and  distressed  condition  of  their  families  had 
subjected  themselves  to  trial  &c. 


July  9th  Capt:  Levin  Walker  to  Col:  "Wm.  Da  vies  at  Charlottesville. 

James  City       Making  application  for  his  pay  &c. 


July  9th 


Letter  of  de- 
fence against 
charges  of 
having 
shown  the 
enemy  the 
public  stores, 
&c. 


J.  Ware  to  Capt:  Samuel  Jones,  Point  "of  Pork. 
Sir, 

It  gives  me  much  Pain  &  uneasiness  to  learn  that  my  conduct  & 
behaviour  during  the  time  the  Brittish  was  at  my  house  has  been 
censured — I  am  informed  it  is  reported  that  immediately  after  the 
Enemy  came  to  my  house,  I  told  them  where  the  public  Stores  lay,  and 
very  ofQciously  offer'd  to  show  them — The  enemy  had  not  the  smallest 
occasion  of  this  Information  from  me,  for  he,  the  Commander  had 
learned  every  circumstance  relative  to  the  public  stores  before  he  came 
to  my  house — He  knew  they  were  first  lodg'd  in  my  mill  and  afterwards 
removed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  a  Tobacco  house  of  John 
Douglas's  &  from  thence  removed  to  an  Island  belonging  to  Douglas 
adjacent  thereto.  All  these  things,  I  say  he  knew  and  told  me  &  askd 
me  whether  it  was  not  So — I  told  him  I  had  heard  it  was,  but  did  not 
know  certainly  as  I  had  never  seen  them — He  then  got  possession  of 
three  Canoes,  ordered  them  to  be  filled  with  Soldiers  &  demanded  I 
should  go  with  them  to  the  Place  where  I  thought  the  stores  lay — I 
objected  to  this,  and  urged  the  Danger  of  being  shot  at  or  wounded  by 
our  guard — He  then  proposed  to  prevent  any  Effusion  of  Blood,  that  I 
would  go  alone  to  the  guard  and  let  them  know  he  was  at  my  house 
with  a  Considerable  Body  of  Horse  and  three  hundred  foot,  laying  a 
small  distance  off,  &  give  up  the  Powder,  or  stay  till  he  came  with  his 
men  and  take  Paroles— That  if  these  proposals  were  refused,  he  was 
determined  to  bring  up  his  men.  Cross  the  Eiver  &  invest  the  Place  on 
every  side,  which  he  might  have  done— Now  Sir,  it  must  be  obvious  to 
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you  &  to  every  one  else,  leting  our  men  have  previous  notice  of  the  1781. 
Enemy's  coming  must  have  been  attended  with  considerable  advantage  July  9th 
to  the  Guard,  as  they  would  had  time  to  have  posted  themselves  in  the 
best  manner — Had  I  have  not  gone,  the  two  young  men  would  have 
been  infallibly  killed  or  taken,  and  had  there  been  a  sufficient  guard  to 
have  made  any  opposition,  they  might  have  done  it,  with  every  possible 
advantage  their  situation  &  the  circumstances  would  have  admitted,  by 
having  previous  notice  of  the  Enemy's  coming — 

The  two  young  men,  thinking  it  more  advisable  to  give  up  the  Powder 
&  go  off,  insisted  I  would  certify  the  truth  of  the  matter,  as  least  they 
should  be  taken  up  as  Deserters,  which  1  did — Now  if  there  is  anything 
in  this  conduct  of  mine  blameable,  it  really  is  incomprehensible  to  me, 
&  must  be  imputed  to  wrong  Judgment  of  matters — 
I  am  Sir,  your  most  Obt  Hble 
Svt— 


Col:  Geo:  Skillern  to  Gov'r  Nelson.  July  10th 

Sir, 

There  is  about  forty  or  fifty  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  who  was  Botetourt  Co. 
formerly  ordered  to  the  Ade  of  the  Marquis  in  Virginia,  there  to  con- 
tinue two  months  in  the  field,  who  has  fail'd  to  march  &  are  by  the 
Sentence  of  a  Court  Marshill,  Judged  to  serve  six  months,  as  the  Law 
Directs,  for  Disobedience  of  Orders,  but  as  there  is  no  recruiting  Officer  ■^ 

in  this  County,  would  request  your  Excellency's  Instructions  respecting 
what  is  to  be  done  with  them — There  is  also  sum  Soldiers  enlisted  for 
Eighteen  months,  three  years  and  During  the  ware,  in  consequence  of 
the  eighteen  months  Drafts,  but  as  the  Draft  has  not  Ben  put  in  Prose- 
cution, would  want  to  know  how  they  are  to  get  their  Bounty  &  what 
is  to  be  done  with  them — 

With  respect  to  the  provisions  and  spirits  to  be  Collected  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  this  County,  I  have  called  upon  them,  who  sent  me  a  state 
of  their  accts :  which  T  Send  herewith — Last  April  Botetourt  Court 
1781,  William  Mclenachan  gentlm,  was  recommended  to  his  Excellency 
governor  Jefferson  as  a  fit  person  to  Execute  the  office  of  a  Major  of 
the  Militia  in  this  County,  but  the  Confusion  the  State  was  in  at  that 
time  &  the  great  Seal  being  taken  away  by  the  Clark,  No  Commision 
was  sent,  and  as  he  will  probably  be  Ordered  on  Duty  before  Long 
would  request  your  Excellency  to  Send  his  Commision  by  the  Bearer — 
.  I  shall  use  every  Efforts  in  my  power  to  have  the  Deserters  in  this 
County  aprehended  as  soon  as  I  can — Aney  orders  your  Excellency  may 
please  to  Send,  Eespecting  the  above,  I  will  Indeavour  punctually  to 
perform. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 
Most  obt  &  very  Humble  Servt — 
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1781.  Col:  Geo:  SKillern  to  Cbt:  Wm.  Davies. 

July  lOth 
Botetourt  Co  He  has  sent  as  required,  a  wagon,  team  and  appendages— will  collec 
the  clothing  for  the  troops  as  soon  as  he  can— No  Lead  has  been  lodge( 
at  Crows  Ferry,  or  he  should  have  sent  it  down— On  account  of  ai 
alarm  from  Bedford  Ct  House  Col:  Wm.  Calloway  had  sent  off  the  pub 
lie  stores  to  Crow's  Ferry  in  that  county  &c. 


July  10th        Eichd  Graham  informs  Col:  Davies,  the  specific  tax  for  Prince  Willian 
Dumfries     Co.  has  been  paid  in  cotn  (maize)  and  delivered  as  ordered  by  Mr.  Brown 


Julyllth  Capt:  Saml:  Jones  TO  Capt  H.  YbtJNd  (Q.  M.)  at  Eichmond. 

Carter's  The  artificers  arranged  and  furnished  with  every  thing  necessary  t 

^^^^y  building  boats — the  necessity  of  procuring  oakhum,  Tar  &e : — may  b 
gotten  by  burnihg  a  tar  Kiln,  and  asking  for  three  thousand  pounds  t 
replace  a  sum  he  was  obliged  to  borrow. 


Julyllth  Saml;  Jones  to  Col:  Davies. 

Sir, 

Carter's  Your  approbation  of  my  conduct  gives  me  great  pleasure.     I  ca 

'^'^''^  assure  you  I  shall  endeavour  to  merit  it  in  future — Every  method  t 

In  regard  to  recover  the  plundered  stores  has  been  ineffectual — When  I  requested  th 

awly  hy'^"^^  State  Eegiment  to  be  sent  to  the  Point  of  Fork,  I  had  formed  a  design  c 

plunderers,     searching  every  suspected  place,  in  so  short  a  time  as  not  to  spread  a 

alarm — this  I  Kept  a  profound  secret  &  waited  the  arrival  of  the  Trooj 

to  put  my  scheme  in  Execution — the  fiuilding  of  boats  obliged  me  1 

leave  the  Fork — Capt  Ewell  arrived  in  my  absence  &  proceeded  to  scare 

one  or  two  places  without  my  knowledge  or  even  letting  me  know  1 

was  ordered  on  that  business — this  step  of  his  totally  abolish'd  m 

former  plans — we  made  a  search,  but  it  had  become  so  publick  that  ver 

little  was  collected — One  of  the  Principal  Plunderers  happens  to  con 

under  the  martial  law — I  have  confined  him — he  was  very  impertinei 

for  a  day  or  two,  but  has  since  offered  to  discover  his  associates  ai 

show  us  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  provided  he  can  obtain  his  liberty- 

1  think  he  may  be  of  essential   service  if  properly  mannaged — Yoi 

advice  on  this  head  will  be  necessary.     I  shall  leave  this  place  in  a  fe 

days — Capt:  Woodson  has  taken  care  of  the  stores  recovei-ed  hithert 

and  appears  willing  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  recover  as  many 

possible — this  is  a  blotted  scrawl,  which  you  will  please  to  excuse 

beleive  me. 

With  great  respect  &  Esteeili 

Your  most  obt  Sevt. 
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Brig:  Genl:  Danl:  Morgan  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

Sir,  July  12th 

Col :  White  of  thft  first  Eegiment  of  light  Dragoons  will  have  the  Camp 
honour  of  handing  you  this:  he  has  nearly  Horses  and  Men  enough  to 
compleat  his  Regiment,  but  will  not  be  able  to  bring  his  men  into  the 
field  so  as  to-  render  their  services  useful  until  they  are  cloathed.  I  must 
therefore  request  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  accomplish  this  business  without  loss  of  time — The  Honble  Major 
General  if  arquis  de  la  Fayette  has  thought  proper  to  put  the  Cavalry 
under  my  command,  and  I  need  not  suggest  to  your  Excellency  that 
they  are  much  wanted  in  the  field  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  the 
Enemy — 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  respect  and  Esteem 
Tour  Excellency's  most 

obt,  humbl  Servt. 

P.  S.  Many  impositions  respecting  this  State  being  daily  talked  of  in 
camp:  I  have  desired  Col:  "White  to  give  your  Excellency  a  detail  of 
them,  together  with  my  sentiments. 


Jno  :  Magill  to  Gov :  Nelson.  July  I2th 

"Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter*  addressed  to  the  Gentlemen  nominated  in  the  Gill  Hall 
Commission  in  conjunction  with  myself,  will  in  part  inform  You  of  the 
steps  taken  by  me  to  carry  it  into  Execution — At  the  Same  time  I  wrote 
the  County  Lieut:  of  Hampshire,  that  I  should  attend,  &  inclosed  him 
a  Precept  to  the  Sheriif  to  summons  Jurys  accordingly.  Tho'  I  was 
well  aware  there  cou'd  not  be  fifteen  Days  clear  between  its  Teste  & 
Heturn,  which  according  to  the  established  Practice  in  England  there 
ought  to  have  been,  nor  cou'd  I  find  any  Eule  relative  thereto  laid  down 
in  any  of  our  Acts  of  Assembly — Pursuant  to  my  Letter,  I  proceeded 
to  Houses'  Ordinary  on  Sundays'  Evening  and  waited  there  untill  next 
morning  at  9-o-clock,  when,  on  finding  not  one  of  the  other  Gentlm  to 
appear  &  knowing  it  cou'd  answer  no  Purpose  wbat  ever,  to  go  up  alone, 
I  embraced  the  Opportunity  of  a  R'esidenter  in  Hampshire,  who  was 
accidently  returning  home,  to  acquaint  Col :  Vanmeter  by  Letter,  that 
he  need  not  expect  me  for  these  and  other  Eeasons  therein  mentioned  & 
accordingly  returned  to  my  Eesidence — 

Your  Excellency  must  excuse  me,  when  I  assure  you,  I  was  far  from 
being  Sorry  that  the  Purpose  of  the  Comm'n  was  defeated,  more  parti- 
cularly when  it  was  owing  to  no  Default  of  mine,  as  Nothing  but  the 
Duty  which  I  thought  I  owed  my  Country,  and  that  high  Eespect  which 

*T!f6l  found. 
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1781.  ought  to  be  paid  to  You  as  the  supreme  execute  Magistrate  thereo 
July  12th  cou'd  possibly  have  induced  me  to  act  therein,  tho'  on  receiving  it,  I  a 
once  determined  So  to  do,  notwithstanding  the  Jnconvenience  of  th 
Season,  being  the  Middle  of  Harvests  The  extream  Disagreeableness  c 
the  office  &  being  So  totally  out  of  the  Line  of  my  Practice,  as  of  all  th 
Four  mentioned  in  the  Commn,  I  am  the  only  Lawyer,  who  at  presen 
attends  Hampshire  Court. 

Your  Excellency,  I  hope  will  pardon  me,  when  I  take  the  Liberty  c 
saying,  that  in  my  opinion,  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  &  they  onl; 
ought  to  Act  on  matters  so  nice,  so  delicate,  nay,  so  arduous,  difficult  i 
disagreeable  as  a  Commn  of  Over  &  Terminer.  It  is  Strictly  their  Offic 
&  by  Study  &  Practice  they  have  made  themselves  Masters  of  it — Their 
is  the  Honour,  Theirs  the  Emoluments,  and  why  shou'd  they  not  taki 
whatever  may  be  troublesome  or  disagreeable  therein — No  man  of  Ser 
sibility,  ever  pronounced  the  Common  and  ordinary  Sentence  of  Death 
much  more  than  the  Solemn  Judgment  in  Treason,  even  upon  the  mos 
notorious  offender,  but  where  a  due  Sense  of  the  Duty  he  owed  hi 
Country  &  of  a  proper  Execution  of  the  Office  he  filled,  called  alou( 
upon  him  so  to  do. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  8th  E.  2.  enacts,  that  no  Man  of  th< 
Law,  shall  from  thence  forth  be  Justice  of  Assize,  or  of  the  Commoi 
Deliverance  of  Goals,  in  his  own  County.  &  the  33d  H.  8.  enacts  that  nc 
Justice  or  other  Man,  learned  in  the  Law,  shou'd  exercise  the  Office  o 
Justice  of  Assize  within  any  County  where  he  was  born  or  inhabited 
upon  pain  to  forfeit  £100 — ^And  these  Statutes  have  always  been  con 
strued  to  extend  to  Justices  of  Oyer  &  Terminer — I  am  well  aware  tha 
the  Stat:  of  the  12th  Geo:  2.  has  taken  away  the  Penalty,  but  everj 
Gentlera  of  the  Law,  who  has  been  in  England  knows  the  general  Prac 
tice  to  conform  to  the  old  Law.  This  needs  no  Comment — Your  owi 
good  Sense  will  &  must  furnish  better  than  any  I  can  offer — 

I  have  too  long  troubled  your  Excellency,  but  can't  conclude  withou 
observing  that  tho'  the  Act  of  Ass'y  impowers  You  to  nominate  three  oi 
more  Gent'n  learned  in  the  Law  &c.  The  present  Comm'n  is  directed  t( 
four  of  us  by  name,  without  saying  "or  any  three,"  for  which  reason 
unless  we  all  had  attended  I  shou'd  have  been  of  the  Opinion,  we  cou'c 
not  have  proceeded,  as  all  delegated  authority  must  be  construed  strictly 
This  with  tho  Hint  thrown  out  in  the  beginning  of  this  Letter,  relativ( 
to  the  Precept  to  the  Sheriff  may  perhaps  merit  your  consideration,  af 
giving  orders  to  make  out  a  future  Commn. 

These  Hints,  if  I  had  not  thought  them  material,  as  also  that  mj 
Duty  required  it,  I  shou'd  not  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  troubling  Youi 
Excellency  with.     If  they  are  not,  my  Judgement,  not  Will  has  erred 
For  be  assured,  I  Am,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  Eespect, 
&  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obt  &  Very  Hble  Servt— " 
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Capt:  LeonaJid  Cooper  to  the  Executive  of  Virginia.  1781. 

July  12th 
He  entered  the  service,  in  the  Vii"giiiia  Line  as  an  officer  in  Jahy :  Philaftelptia 
1776,  and  rose  to  the  Command  of  a  Colnpany  in  the  4th  Regt:  Col:     P^rracks 
Nevil-^Lost  his  leg  in  Oct:  1779,  which  has  transferred  hiiii  tO  the 
Invalid  Segt;  his  thigh  being  cut  off  so  high  as  to  require  the  uSe  Of 
Cmtehes— ^He  therefore  begs  to  be  allowed  a  horse  atod  forrage,  as  is 
allowed  by  ether  States  in  similar  case6. 


Cot:  Turner  Southall  tO  Col:  DA  vies.  July  l2th 

"Sir, 

I  received  yours  by  JExpress,  mentioniiig  Guards  to  be  furiiished 
to  night — 1  fear  the  day  is  too  far  advanced  to  accomplish  it;  and  as  to 
a  guard  at  Eichmohd,  it  will  not  be  possible  on  account  of  the  Small 
pox — &  when  the  guards  are  got,  they  tave  neither  Arms  or  Ammu- 
nition they  having  been  all  that  could  be  coUecied,  Sent  to  the  Ariny 
before — 

I  ata, 

J^ouT  most  obt  &c" 


Circular,  from  Thos:  M.  Kean  Prfest.  of*  Congress,  enclosing  to  the    July  12th 
Executive  of  Virginia,  Eesolutions  of  Congress,  requiring  all  French 
Seamen,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  States  or  any  Citizen  thereof, 
to  be  delivered  up  at  once,  to  the  Count  de  Barras,  "or  any  person 
appointed  by  him  to  receive  the  same" — 

This  having  become  necessary  to  the  proper  manning  Of  the  Squadroh  Philadelphia 
under  his  command— Commissioned  Offlcets  Of  the  American  Forces, 
eiijoined  under  severe  penalties,  to  obsei^e  this  Order,  ahd  the  State 
aiithorities  requested  to  aid  in  its  prompt  exedutiofl — 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  informs  Col:  Davis  of  his  inability  to  have  the    July  13th 
carriages  for  the  boats  made — harness  is  made  at  Staunton.  Charlottes- 

Capt:  Hamilton  is  Serioiusly  in  want  of  forage;  his  horses  Starving,  ^''^® 

and  he  cannot  carry  on  the  transportation. 


Cap*  :  H.  YotJNia  to  CbL :  Da^i^i^.  July  I3th 

All  his  wagoBs  have  gone  off  fifteen  miles  for  Sour:  he  will  send  up 
"Junk  sufficient  fro  oairalk  the  Boats — ^Tar  must  be  burnt" —  &c. 
28 
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1781.  John  "Webb  to  the  Executive. 

July  14th 

Essex  Co.  In  regard  to  claim  of  Mrs.  Webb  for  her  negro  Slave  "Eobins,"  car 
ried  off  by  Capt:  Carre  and  his  crew,  who  were  afterwards  captured  hi 
a  party  of  volunteers  under  Webb's  Command — Among  the  prisoner 
were  three  men  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  one  Stringfielc 
"a  most  infamous  Character"  and  five  other  negroes  brought  from  Ports 
mouth  by  Carre  by  permission  of  Genl :  Leslie,  all  bearing  arms — 


July  I4tli  William  Da  vies  to  "the  Lieutenant  Governor." 

"Sir, 

War  Office  It  is  evident  from  daily  complaint  from  the  Marquis  and  others 

that  there  is  great  mismanagement  in  the  department  of  Commissary  o 
provision.  There  seems  great  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Brown  doei 
not  know  where  the  public  Stores  are  lodged,  what  they  consist  of,  o: 
what  quantitys  are  collected — The  distress  and  oppression  of  the  inhabi 
tants  in  the  vicinity  of  our  Camp,  in  consequence  of  the  Commissary'i 
deficiency,  is  too  painful  to  be  recited — Alienation  of  the  affections  o: 
the  people,  famine  and  ruin  are  the  consequence.  The  Marquis'  Armj 
has  been  frequently  compelled  to  seize  the  cattle  of  the  inhabitants  foi 
their  sustenance,  while  the  troops  under  Col:  Parker  on  the  South  sid< 
of  the  river,  have  had  no  other  support  at  all,  than  by  these  oppressiv* 
and  ruinous  seizures.  I  have  made  repeated  applications  to  Mr.  Browi 
for  a  return  of  the  general  state,  situation  and  quantity  of  his  Stores 
but  have  never  received  the  least  information  from  him.  Almost  everj 
deputy  of  his  in  the  counties  that  I  have  Seen,  complain  to  me  that  thej 
can  never  obtain  a  Single  line  from  him,  notwithstanding  repeated  let 
ters  to  him  on  business. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  must  Solicit  an  Order  from  th« 
Executive  addressed  to  me  officially  to  obtain  from  Mr.  Brown,  a  gene- 
ral return  of  the  quantity  of  his  Stores,  and  the  places  where  they  are 
lodged ;  and  as  it  may  possibly  be  judged  expedient  by  government  t( 
remove  him  from  his  appointment.  Should  the  present  complaints  con 
tinue,  which  might  probably,  for  a  short  time,  subject  the  Army  to  want 
till  his  successor  could  put  matters  in  a  proper  train,  I  would  therefore 
respectfully  submit  it  to  government,  whether  it  will  not  be  highlj 
proper  to  Send  three  or  four  persons  into  different  quarters  of  the  Coun 
try,  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  Situation  of  his  Stores — It  will  give 
government  much  information,  and  will  enable  them  to  take  sucl 
measures  occasionally,  for  the  security  of  the  public  stores,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  best,  and  in  Some  measures  put  out  of  the  enemy  and  others 
to  destroy  or  pilfer  the  public  supplies,  with  impunity — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Esteem 

your  most  obedient  &  very  hble  Servant. 
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William  Da  vies  to  the  Honble  Lieut:  Goveenoe,  David  Jamieson.       1781. 
»  gip  July  14th 

The  great  necessity  there  is  for  Cavalry  for  the  protection  of  the  War  Office 
State,  induces  me  to  Solicit  the  attention  of  government  to  the  following 
plan,  which  I  think  will  be  productive  of  much  advantage  to  our  opera- 
tions of  defence,  and  I  hope  will  be  found  neither  disagreeable  nor 
burthensome  to  the  people  in  the  execution.  From  the  returns  of  the 
militia  on  this  side  the  Allegany,  there  appears  to  be  near  50,000  fighting 
men ;  a  great  number  of  those  would  prefer  serving  on  horseback,  and 
would  equip  themselves  accordingly,  could  they  have  any  assurance  that 
they  should  always  act  as  cavalry  when  called  out,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  subject  to  longer  tours  of  duty  than  are  required 
from  other  militia.  Should  government  think  proper  to  order  that  one 
man  in  a  hundred  should  be  allotted  to  this  service,  it  would  form  a 
body  of  near  500  men,  or  of  a  thousand  should  the  requisition  be  made 
for  one  fiftieth  man.  Altho'  the  number  may  appear  large  in  the  gross, 
yet  when  apportioned  to  the  different  counties,  as  in  the  inclosed  list,  I 
am  persuaded  it  will  appear  inconsiderable — The  necessary  weapons 
such  as  swords  or  Spears,  and  perhaps  pistols  too,  might  with  much 
more  care  be  procured  in  their  different  counties  by  the  men  themselves, 
than  by  the  public,  and  as  probably  the  corps  would  consist  chiefly  of 
men  of  property,  it  should  be  left  to  their  option  either  to  hold  their 
equipments  as  their  own,  or  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  public,  upon  an 
engagement  to  pay  the  value.  As  for  their  horses,  they  ought  to  be 
secured  against  every  thing  but  negligence.  There  might  possibly  be 
some  difficulty  in  the  appointment  of  the  Officers,  as  few  Counties  would 
be  able  to  furnish  a  troop  individually — The  field  Officers  should  be 
appointed  by  government  itself,  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  might  be 
recommended  by  a  meeting  of  field  Officers  from  Such  Counties  or  dis- 
tricts respectively,  as  are  to  make  up  a  Troop,  giving  preference  in 
their  recommendations  to  persons  of  experience.  The  house  of  dele- 
gates, at  theii".  late  Session  passed  a  bill  with  a  Clause  in  it  for  selecting 
every  tenth  man,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Corps  of  Militia  Cavalry: 
but  the  number  of  5,000  which  it  would  amount  to,  was  So  much  beyond 
the  abilities  of  the  Country  to  equip  or  support,  that  the  Clause  was 
struck  out  by  the  Senate,  on  that  principle — 

The  urgency  of  the  Marquis'  requisitions  on  this  head,  seem  to  demand 
the  attention  of  government  to  it;  and  even  if  government  should  not 
conceive  themselves  authorized  to  establish  this,  as  a  permanent  system 
yet  the  present  «ituation  of  the  Country,  and  the  mode  of  warfare  the 
enemy  have  adopted  seem  strongly  to  warrant  it:  at  any  rate  there  can- 
not be  many  objections  why  the  proposal  might  not  go  forth  in  the  form 
of  a  recommendation,  with  an  engagement,  which  I  think  will  effec- 
tually ensure  the  success  of  it,  that  the  horse  of  every  trooper,  (which 
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1781.  he  should  be  required  to  register  the  description  of,  with  the  County- 
July  14th  Lieut:  to  prevent  frauds)  should  be  exempt  and  protected  froipa  impress- 
ments. Should  government  think  the  proposal  worthy  their  attention, 
it  may  without  diflculty  be  more  minutely  defined,  the  quotas  precisely 
ascertained,  and  the  Counties  Classed  into  districts:  and  then  such 
recommendation  or  order  may  be  given,  as  to  your  honora,ble  board 
Shall  Seem  best — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Tour  most  humble  Servt." 


July  15th  John  Blair  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Williamsb'g  Requesting  permission  to  obtain  a  "Flag"  for  the  purpose  of  endea- 
vouring to  recover  the  absconding  Slaves  of  Mrs.  Taze-v^ell  a  widow, 
he  being  one  of  the  Executors  of  her  Husband's  Will— Trusts  tlje  indul- 
gence will  be  granted  "it  being  tbe  case  of  a  worthy  widow,  reduced 
to  a  considerable  degree  of  Distress  by  an  almost  total  Desertion,  of  hei 
F£|,niily  Servants." 


July  15th  Major  John  Prtor,  to,  Col  :  Wm.  Da  vies. 

"Pear  Sir,, 
Charlottes-  Yours  of  the  12th  Came  to  hand  yesteirday,  by  Express.    I 

^'^^^  thank  you  for  yoijir  approbation  of  ray  Conduct  in  my  department.  1 
have  only  to  laiment  that  my  endeavours  have  not  been  crowned  with 
that  success  I  could  have  wish'd  for.  from  the  ruinous  punctillio  in  the 
Q.  M.  not  furnishing  the  necessary  materials,  for  the  Artificers  their  num- 
bers have  increased  to  near  20,  and  now  all  standing  Idle,  &  the  Head 
man  wishing  to  decllAe  the  business,  thinking  hia  dependence  very  un 
certain,  the  men  also  growing  uneasy.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  loose  the 
whole  of  them.  I  have  wrote  to  Capt:  Bohannan  to  come  over,  &  wil 
turn  them  all  over  to  him,  who  I  expect  can  be  furnished  with  materials 
I  don't  know  when  I  found  myself  more  mortified,  than  in  this  affair 
I  know  I  have  acted  strictly  conformable  to  my  appointment  and  th( 
nature  of  my  instructions  from  Baron  de  Steuben,  to  whom  I  have  fuUj 
represented  the  whole  of  this  refusal  in  Claiborne  &  who  pays  no  atten 
tion  to  it.  I  shall  continue  unweariedJy  to  promote  the  department  'til 
the  D.  F.  C.  M.  St.  Comes,  on,  when  I  am  determined  to  take  a  littl* 
respite.  If  you  will  recommend  the  OflSce  of  Com :  Prisoners  to  me  i 
think  me  capable  of  fllUng  it,  and  no  indelicacies,  could  be,  ofiered  to  th( 
Present  Person  in  that  post,  rather  than  to  be  Idle,  I  would  act,  shouk 
it  be  thought  proper  to  be  conferr'd  on  me — previous  to  your  informa 
tion  respecting  the  Enemy  Mr.  D.  Eoss  sent  me  an  B3;preBS  wth  ai 
account  that  they  were  at  Amelia  Co  House  on  Thursday  Evening. 
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immediately  sent  off  an  Officer  Express  to  New  London,  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  Military  Stores  removed  over  the  Eidge,  from  that  place. 
I  sent  an  Express  to  Capt :  Bohannan  also,  and  have  call'd  upon  Major 
Claiborne,  without  success  for  waggons  to  be  in  readiness  to  remove  the 
stores  from  this  place — The  Marquis  has  directed  me  to  Send  300  Stand 
of  Arms  to  General  Lawson — If  it  was  to  save  life,  waggons  could  not 
be  procured  within  a  week — I  am  sick  of  the  whole  world."  * 


221 

1781. 
July  16th 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dr  Colo 

yours  yespectfvilly." 


Samuel  Eddins,  Capt:  of  Artillery  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


July  16th 


He  rec'd  orders  from  the  Marquis  some  time  ago,  to  remove  one  of  Gloucester 
his  "French  18  pounders"  away,  but  has  brought  it  back  to  this  place — 
The  battery  is  Complete,  but  he  wants  powder — A  Pilot  Boat  seized 
some  time  ago  by  order  of  the  Baron,  belonging  to  a  gentleman  in  Mary- 
land, "is  sunk  in  Sarah's  Creek,''  and  might  be  sold  advantageously. 
Commodore  Barron  has  lent  him  "  a  large  Whale  Boat  built  for  the  use 
of  this  State,"  and  should  he  get  any  intelligence  will  be  enabled  to . 
send  it,  if  he  remains  near  this  Post. 


Eobt:  Morris  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 


July  16th 


"Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  on  the  6th  inst:  of  an  Philadelphia 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  June  last,  directing  me  to  press  a  Com- 
pliance with  the  several  Eequisitions  of  Congress,  on  your  State.  I  am 
not  yet  in  Condition  to  State  the  Account  of  Specific  supplies,  but  I 
enclose  you  a  certified  Copy  of  the  account  of  your  State  for  money ;  by 
which  it  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  United  States  36,416,659  25-100 
Dollars  of  the  old  Emission,  and  1,958,963  of  the  new,  exclusive  of  the 
4-lOth  due  by  the  Eesolution  of  the  18th  March  1780.  Your  Excellency 
will  be  able  to  determine  how  much  has  been  paid,  as  also  how  much  of 
the  specific  Supplies  has  been  furnishedi — the  remainder  of  those  sup- 
plies forms  an  additional  Balance  due  to  the  United  States,  which  it  is 
my  duty  to  urge  the  Payment  o£  I  am  therefore  to  request  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  these  matters  before  the  Legislature  of  your  State, 
and  intreat  their  Compliance  with  the  Eequisitions  of  Congress — Tour 
Excellency  must  be  sensible  of  the  Impracticability  of  carrying  on  the 
War,  unless  the  State  Cheerfully  furnish  the  means.  Whatever  they 
grant,  will  I  trust  be  faithfully  applied,  so  as  to  produce  the  greatest 
good  to  the  whole;  but  if  the  means  be  withheld,  those,  and  those  only 
who  are  instrumental  in  it,  must  be  chargeable  with  the  Consequence. 
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1781.  Having  the  most  thorough  Eeliance  on  Your  Excellency's  Disposition 

July  16th    to  promote  the  Publick  Cause,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  this  very 
important  Object. 

With  every  Sentiment  of  Eespect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt  Humble  Servt." 


July  16th  David  Eoss  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Eichmond  Eeceived  his  of  the  13th  on  yesterday  at  "the  Fork" — A  report  pre- 
vailing a  few  days  that  the  Enemy  was  about  to  pay  another  visit  to  that 
neighborhood  on  the  South  side,  had  detained  him  there  a  few  days — 
Encloses  estimate  of  arms  "rec'd  since  the  1100" — Has  procured  Sad- 
dles and  other  accoutrements  Complete  for  "  100  horse." 


July  16th      Maj'R  Wm.  CaMPBELL,  INSPECTOR  OF  MiLITIA  DIVISION  TO  GoV:  NeLSON. 

Camp  Mai-        Excusing  himself  for  not  sooner  sending  returns  of  the  two  Militia 
vern  Hills  Brigades,  "  with  the  dates  they  join'd  the  Army  &  Countries  to  which 
they  severally  belong" — owing  to  the  scarcity  of  paper. 


July  16th  Brio:  Genl:  G.  "Weedon  to  Col.  Davies. 

"Dr.  Sir, 
I'rederio'sh'g  Your  favor  reached  me  last  night — a  small  Magazine  of  Arms 

here  would  run  no  risque  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  as  they 
never  could  point  this  way,  but  the  Militia  in  the  Northern  Neck  could 
be  call'd  out  &  armed — this  part  of  the  State  has  ever  been  considered 
as  an  object  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Eoe — it  surely  ought  to  have 
the  means  of  defence,  without  which  it  is  Subject  to  bo  struck  by  every 
Small  force  from  Potomack  as  the  arms  that  government  thought  proper 
to  lodge  in  the  Counties  for  the  protection  of  that  Eiver,  were  mostly 
taken  down  in  the  first  of  the  Invasion — The  Marquis  thinks  the  secu- 
rity of  this  place  &  the  defence  of  Potomac  of  so  much  consequence  to 
the  public  that  he  will  not  suffer  me  to  join  Him,  and  must  therefore 
insist  upon  having  as  many  Arms  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  Service. 
Should  the  Enemy  point  up  Potomac,  they  would  immediately  be  put 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Militia  who  are  allotted  for  the  defence  of  that 
Eiver.  I  have  however  wrote  government  upon  the  subject  &  make  no 
doubt  they  will  see  the  propriety  of  having  the  Counties  in  the  North- 
ern Neck  armed  as  before  the  Invasion.  Since  my  last  to  you,  the  4 
Boats  contracted  for  at  Alexandria  are  finished — the  next  thing  is  Car- 
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riages  to  transport  them  on.     Col:  Hendricks  writes  me  it  is  utterly       1781. 
impossible  to  procure  them — would  it  not  be  proper  to  obtain  a  Warrant    July  16th 
from  government  authorizing  Him  to  make  use  of  military  impress,  or 
furnish  Him  with  money  to  procure  them."  *  * 

*  *  "Some  immediate  Steps  should  be  taken  with 

the  Stores  at  Fauquier  Co  House,  Leesburg  &  Noland's  Ferry.  Mr. 
Summers,  the  Officer  Stationed  there  to  receive  &  Store  them  writes  me 
they  are  Sent  on  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  Some  of  which  have  no 
invoice,  others,  a  number  of  Loads  included  in  one,  and  others  undoubt- 
edly pilfered,  as  no  Guard  Comes  on  with  them. 
I  am  Dr  Col: 

Your  obedt  Servt  &c." 


John Lightfoot,  Asst :  C.  H. — represents  to  Col:  Davies,  the  impossi-    July  17th 
bility  of  furnishing  leather  for  the  Quarter  M.  Department — ^He  hopes    Albemarle 
Capt :  John  Peyton  the  Clothier  Genl's  suggestion  that  Curriers  be  Sent 
up  from  the  Marquis'  Army — where  there  are  many  who  know  how  to 
dress  leather. 


Barracks 


Jno.  Eobektson,  Issuing  Commissary,  to  Col:  Davies.  July  17th 

"Dr  Colonel, 

At  last  I  have  got  as  much  time  as  to  let  you  know  my  Camp  at 
Situation,  wch  I  must  needs  Say  is  almost  deplorable.     The  Issuing  g^lj"""*™'^ 
department  in  the  field  is  in  Such  confusion  that  words  cannot  express. 
I  am  however,  happy  to  find  the  difit  Posts  in  the  State  regulate  them- 
selves agreeable  to  your  Orders,  and  my  appointment. 

The  Issuing  departnt  in  the  field  has  been  headed  (I  must  not  say 
Governd)  by  one  who  dont  know  an  Assistant's  duty  himself. 

Eepeated  applications  have  been  made  to  me  by  George  Elliott  who 
is  Commissn  Genl:  of  Issues,  to  take  and  Settle  his  accompts — they  are 
in  Such  confusion,  that  mortal  man  can  never  find  right  or  left  of  them — 
I  have  rec'd  from  those  Issuing  Commrs  that  I  appointed  myself,  at  the 
diift  Posts,  proper  and  regular  returns,  but  hfire  in  Camp  is  no  regu- 
larity, waste  of  Stores,  no  accts  kept,  nor  Proper  Eec'ts  taken. 

Since  I  joined  the  Army  I  have  acted  for  Mr.  Brown,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Pierce  and  Kept  all  the  accts  for  the  State  against  the  Conti- 
nent, wch  return  you  may  see  as  soon  as  you  please  to  call  for  it — ^it  will 
be  an  entire  confusion  of  business  in  the  Issuing  departnt  of  two  per- 
sons Act,  one  for  the  Poets  &  another  in  the  field. 

I  do  not  chuse  to  be  govem'd  by  a  person  or  persons,  that  are  necessi- 
tated every  day  to  apply  to  me  for  instructions;  moreover  I  am  sensible 
that  not  an  acct  in  the  field,  in  the  Issuing  department  will  ever  be  Set- 
tled by  those  who  have  undertaken  to  do  the  business. 
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1781.  A  Thousand  Instances  of  their  waste  and  misconduct,  I  could  men- 

July  17th    tion,  which  are  contrary  to  the  Eesolves  of  Congress  &  even  reasoh 
itself"  ***** 

"Should  be  glad  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  put  the  present  affair 
in   a  proper  Systeni — I  am  ready  and  willing,  with  good,  Suflicient 
Clerks  to  do  any  part  of  duty  that  I  may  be  appointed  to." 
I  am  dear  Colo,  with  real  esteem 

your  most  obt  Hble  Servant." 


July  17th  Col  :  Wm.  Da  vies  to  the  Governob, 

War  Office  Calling  attention  to  the  conduct  of  "Mr.  Armstead,  who  abandoned 
the  charge  of  the  public  Store,  more  than  nine  weeks  ago.  The  loss  at 
the  Pork  is  partly  to  be  ascribed  to  him,  and  it  is  difficult  to  tell  of  what 
use  a  person  can  be  to  th-e  public  when  he  will  desert  his  trust  at  the 
time  his  presence  is  most  wanted,  and  who  has  paid  no  attention  to 
his  business  since,  nor  has  he  answered,  as  Mr.  Dyer  tells  me,  a  Single 
application  that  has  been  made  to  him." 


July  17th  Proceedings  of  a  Brigade  Court  Martial,  in  the  trial  of  a  Prisoner,  by 
Camp  Ware  name  William  Pitzpatrick,  a  Soldier  of  the  1st  Penn:  Eeg't  "for 
Chesterfield  marauding."     The  Court  consisted  of — 

^°-  Major  Hamilton  Prest: 

C&,ptaihs,  Bartholotaew  tieuts:  Lodge 

"        Davis  "        Peltman 

"        Seely  "        Hammond 

"        Bond  "        Collier 

"        Bedker  Ensigns  Gilchrist 

"        HeiQderSon  Eeed 

Lieutenant  McMichail,  Judge  Advocate 
The  testimony  proved  he  had  gone  to  the  residence  of  a  citizen  and 
demanded  liquor;  had  been  given  a  small  quantity  and  dismissed — ^Had 
taken  advailtage  of  the  proprietor's  absence  and  robbed  him  of  clothing 

&c  and  when  detected  had  resisted  the  search  ordered  by  his  oflScers 

Pound  guilty  and  condemned  to  death. 


July  18th  David  Eoss  to  Govr.  Nelson. 

Blchmond  In  obedience  to  the  Orders  of  the  Executive,  he  has  examined  the 
papers  and  accounts  produced  by  Capt:  John  Dodge  relative  to  his  trans- 
actions in  the  Illinois  Country,  as  "Indian  and  Commercial  Agent"  for 
the  State  of  Va— By  recommeridaiioh  of  Sonbl  John  tage  Lieut:  Gov 
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of  Va.  dated  Aug:  6th  1779  to  Col:  John  Todd,  Dodge  had  been  1781. 
appointed  Indian  Agent  by  him — had  been  also  appointed  by  him  at  a  July  18th 
subsequent  period  Agent  to  supply  the  Troops  in  the  Illinois  Country — 
To  carry  out  instructions  given  him  by  Todd,  he  had  purchased  large 
supplies  of  merchandize  at  New  Orleans,  and  from  certain  traders — 
With  these  goods  he  had  purcha-sed  lead  and  provisions  from  the  Indians, 
for  the  support  of  the  Army,  and  had  delivered  to  OfiScers  in  charge  of 
garrisons  many  of  those  articles  at  the  prices  paid  for  them  in  New 
Orleans — Some  had  been  employed  in  paying  friendly  Tribes  of  Indians 
to  reinforce  stations  threatened  by  hostile  savages  and  others — On  the 
whole,  and  upon  the  investigation  he  is  enabled  to  make,  he  can  find  no 
cause  of  complaint  against  Capt :  Dodge  for  mal  practice  or  neglect  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties — The  apparent  irregularities  which  may 
appear,  are  due  to  orders  issued  to  him  by  Superior  Officers  in  that 
Country.  Capt:  Dodge  prays  his  Salary  may  be  paid  in  accordance 
with  his  services  rendered,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  depart  "  with 
the  Indians  under  his  care  as  they  are  uneasy  at  their  stay  here,  &  living 
at  a  considerable  expense." 


Gov :  Ths.  Bukke  to  the  County  Lieut  :  of  Brunswick  Co  Va.        July  18th 

"Sir, 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  State  indicate  Something  Stale  of 
that  fore  bodes  a  rapid  march  by  cavalry  to  S.  Carolina — I  have  given  ^°^"^  Caro- 
orders  for  a  number  of  Eifle  men  to  march  towards  the  passes  on  Stan- 
ton, Dan  &  Eoanoke,  in  order  to  dispute  them  with  the  enemy. 

I  request  you  Sir,  to  take  measures  for  cooperating  with  our  people  on 
those  waters,  to  keep  out  people  who  can  give  very  early  notice  of  the 
enemy's  Movements  and  to  communicate  to  me  oh  the  Nut-bush  in 
Grenville  County,  all  the  intelligence  you  can  collect,  in  order  that  I 
may  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  counteracting  the  designs  of 

the  enemy. 

I  am  your  very  Obet.  St." 


J.  Scott  Ju'r :  asks  permission  of  Col :  Davies,  to  visit  his  home  to    July  18th 
know  what  damage  the  enemy  had  done  as  they  passed — -has  lost  his  Penns- 
negroes,  and  as  "they  went  by  his  Mill  &  sight  of  the   House,"  he         borough 
cannot  rest  until  he  knows  their  condition. 


Capt:  John  Eudulph  applies  to  Gov.  Nelson  for  an  order  on  the  Treas-    July  19th 
ury  for  Forty  thousand  dollars,  being  obliged  to  be  detained  several 
weeks  on  public  business — He  will  account  either  to  Major  Genl :  Greene 
or  to  the  State  for  the  amount. 
29 
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1781.  GovR  Thos:  Btjbke  to  Gov:  Nelson  op  Va. 

July  19th    "Dr.  Sir, 

Nutbush,  Altho'  I  have  no  certain  Knowledge  that  you  are  appointed 

Granville  Co  (joygj-nor  of  your  State,  yet  I  venture  to  write  to  you  on  that  presump- 
tion. 

On  my  arrival  in  my  own  Country,  I  found  myself  elected  to  that 
most  arduous  dignity  there,  and  tho'  nothing  could  have  to  me,  more 
inconvenient  or  ineligeable.  Such  appeared  the  situation  of  public  affairs, 
/  that  neither  my  honor  nor  my  Patriotism  would  permit  me  to  decline  it. 
To  give  you  an  adequate  Idea  of  our  derangements,  would  require  much 
more  time,  than  you  or  I  can,  at  present  spare,  and  the  picture  would  be 
very  disagreeable,  as  the  drawing  would  be  unprofitable.  I  will  not 
attempt  it  at  present;  tho'  if  I  shall  be  able  to  effect  such  reformation  as 
may  afford  an  agreeable  contrast,  on  some  future  day,  I  may  perhaps 
present  you  with  the  sketches. 

The  Excursions  of  the  Enemy  through  your  Counties  to  the  South- 
ward of  James  Eiver  and  as  far  West  as  Charlotte,  have  somewhat 
alarmed  us.  their  burning  mills,  and  other  parts  of  their  proceedings 
Indicate  that  they  are  sensible  of  their  Inferiority,  and  want  to  procure 
safety  by  making  the  subsistance  of  our  armies  difficult  and  precarious. 
Should  Lord  Cornwallis  meditate  a  retreat  from  Virginia,  it  is  probably 
with  a  view  of  succoring  New  York,  of  avoiding  the  Effects  of  Marine 
Superiority,  or  of  prosecuting  the  war  more  Southwardly,  where  the 
force  of  the  Country  is  feeble  and  utterly  unprepared — If  the  first  be 
his  design,  his  cavalry,  would  in  a  great  measure  be  useless,  and- it  is 
probable  that  he  would  order  them  to  more  rapidly  to  join  his  Troops  to 
.  the  Southward  and  thereby  give  a  decided  superiority  over  Genl:  Greene, 
by  which  he  might  be  overpowered  before  he  could  have  any  assistance. 
Should  the  second  be  in  contemplation,  I  beleive  he  would  consider  the 
lower  parts  of  this  State  as  affording  him  the  most  secure  and  eligeable 
positions — The  many  deep  rivers  which  empty  into  the  Sound  afford 
Posts,  very  strong  by  nature,  and  easily  defended  against  approaches  by 
land.  Supplies  are  abundant,  and  could  be  brought  to  him  by  water, 
and  nothing  of  any  force  could  approach  him  from  the  Ocean — Should 
the  third  be  his  view,  the  present  is  a  favorable  season — the  Wheat  Har- 
vests are  saved,  the  cattle  in  the  woods  are  good  beef,  and  therefore  sub- 
sistance would  not  be  difficult — the  People  in  the  far  greater  part  of  the 
State  are  unarmed,  and  destitute  of  every  warlike  requisite,  he  may 
easily  conclude  that  the  heavy  force  of  Virginia,  with  which  he  is  now 
pressed,  would  not  pursue  him  out  of  the  State,  and  he,  in  that  case, 
would  only  have  to  calculate  on  the  regular  forces,  with  which  Genl: 
Green  might  oppose  him,  and  to  which  his  united  forces  would  be  far 
superior.  In  any  of  the  cases,  it  seems  to  me,  necessary  that  this  State 
be  put  immediately  in  the  best  posture  possible  for  efficient  operations— 
And  even  should  none  of  them  happen,  being  prepared,  will  enable  ua 
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to  add  our  force,  if  necessary  to  the  common  arms,  and  if  unnecessary,       1781. 
will  secure  us  at  home,  from  Insults  and  ravages — these  considerations   'July  19th 
co-operating  powerfully  with  the  policy  of  being  always  ready  in  time 
of  war,  have  determined  me  to  use  my  utmost  Endeavours  for  putting  i 
this  State  in  the  best  military  order  which  my  powers  may  be  equal  to. 
and  cheifly  for  that  purpose,  I  am  here  now,  ready  for  a  conference  with 
the  Council  of  State,    but  the  want  of  Arms  and  military  stores  must  ) 
inevitably  retard  us  very  much,  nor  do  1  see  any  early  prospect  of  sup- 
plies.    That  I  might  however,  make  every  attempt  possible  against  the  ' 
Enemy,  I  have  ordered  all  our  Eifle  Men  from  the  several  Counties 
where  that  species  of  arms  is  used,  to  march  towards  the  passes  on  Stan- 
ton, Dan  and  Eoanoke,  in  order  that  if  his  Lordship's  cavalry  attempt 
them,  we  may  give  them  some  opposition,  and  if  his  whole  force  attempts 
them,  we  may  cause  some  delay,  which  might  enable  the  Marquis  to 
come  up  with  him.     The  habit  of  neglect  and  disobedience  is  so  preva- 
lent among  our  People,  that  I  am  aifraid  those  orders  may  not  be  exe- 
cuted with  that  promptness  which  I  wish,     however  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  make  the  experiment — ^if  it  succeeds  the  Effect  may  be  very 
advantageous,  if  not,  no  evil  is  increased  By  the  attempt. 

I  have  written  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  your  Counties  of  Bruns- 
wick, Mecklenburgh,  Halifax,  Charlotte,  Pittsylvania  and  Henry,  request- 
ing them  to  watch  the  Enemy's  motions,  and  to  take  measures  for 
co-operating  with  our  People,  should  they  attempt  the  passage  of  the 
Elvers. 

We  shall  probably  have  frequent  Occasion  for  concert  and  co-operation 
in  our  measures,  and  I  hope  a  free  and  frequent  communication  of  sen- 
timents with  me,  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you — for  this  purpose  a 
Line  of  correspondence  must  be  formed,  and  I  will  take  it  up  at  what- 
ever part  of  your  State  you  think  proper,  and  continue  it  through  this. 
I  hope  it  may  not  be  useless  to  the  public,  nor  possibly  is  it  any  disad- 
vantage to  both  States  that  their  Governors  are  men  who  know  and 
Estimate  each  other  as  I  am  persuaded  you  and  I  do. 

I  wish  you  Sir,  all  the  success  that  your  generous  Patriotism  merits, 
and  all  the  happiness  of  which  human  nature  is  capable — which  ought 
to  be  the  reward  of  your  virtues. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  most  sincere  Esteem  and  Eegard, 
Dr  Sir,  your  most  obet  Servt." 


Wm.  Ming  to  Mr.  Peank  Willis  Juk.  July  igth 

In  reply  to  enquiry  as  to  the  number  of  Caps  for  Light  Horse,  he  has  Frederick 

on  hand,  says,  those  made  for  the  Frederick  town  Troop  are  gone ;  but  Town 
if  he  will  wait  about  twelve  days  and  will  take  them  without  "Bear- 
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1781.       skin  covers,"  he  can  furBish  a  supply  for  Good  Tobacco  at  two  dollars 
July  19th    hard  money,  pr:  hundred:  the  price  of  the  Caps  being  three  dolls  :  each. 
Can  also  furnish  Saddles,  bridles,  holsters  &c. 


July  19th  Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies  at  Eichmond. 

Charlottes-         Sickness  has  prevented  his  replying  to  his  of  the  12th  until  now.    He 
'^^^^'^  has  in  vain  tried  to  find  "a  good  penman"  to  recommend— has  found  it 
one  of  the  most  difScult  things,  since  he  undertook  business  in  Virginia 
to  obtain  such  a  man. 

Desires  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  for  Horses  for  the  Boats  ?  He 
has  in  vain  communicated  with  the  Governor  on  the  subject,  and  thipks 
impressment  the  only  chance  of  getting  them.  The  carriages  for  the 
Boats  cannot  soon  be  made,  in  as  much  as  the  material  had  to  be  gotten 
out  of  the  woods  green,  and  to  be  seasoned,  after  the  matter  had  been 
mentioned  to  him. 


July  19th  Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Gov:  Nelson,  Eichmond. 

Charlottes-  His  Excellency  is  doubtless  informed  of  the  Boats  building,  to  be 
^  mounted  on  carriages  for  the  use  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette — These 
are  in  course  of  construction ;  but  the  horses  cannot  be  procured  at  once, 
even  with  money,  and  if  Impressment  is  to  be  used,  it  is  time  authority 
was  given — They  should  be  gotten  where  the  Harness  and  Carriages  are 
making,  viz  at  Stanton,  Winchester  and  Albemarle  Barracks — Eighty 
horses  will  be  necessary  for  twenty  Boats ;  and  in  addition  to  the  sum 
already  granted.  Twelve  Hundred  thousand  pounds  will  be  needed  to 
pui'chase  them — He  is  still  so  reduced  by  late  sickness  that  he  cannot 
leave  his  bed. 


July  19th  David  Eoss  to  the  Executive. 

"Sir, 

Eichmond  Tho  several  claimants  from  the  Western  Country  are  extremely 

anxious  to  be  dispatched,  and  complain  miich  of  loss  of  time  as  well  as 
the  heavy  expenses  they  are  subjected  to. 

I  have  examined  all  the  papers  that  I  can  find  belonging  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  which  are  but  few,  in  order  to  obtain  some  information  relative 
to  the  vast  demands  against  this  State  from  the  Illinois  Country. 
Although  many  of  these  papers  are  wanting,  from  such  as  are  left,  and 
herewith  sent,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock  was  considered  as 
Agent  for  this  State  at  New  Orleans,  and  encouraged  to  take  up  the 
Bills  of  our  Officers  in  the  Illinois  Country,  in  order  to  support  the 
Troops  with  cloathing  &c  &c — It  appears  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Board 
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of  Trade,  the  29th  of  October  1779,  that  they  highly  approved  of  Mr.       1781. 

Pollock's  conduct,  in  the  advances  that  he  had  made:  and  by  an  Order    July  19th 

of  Council  6th  Novr.  following,  the  mode  of  payment  is  pointed  out  and 

carried  into  execution — It  does  not  appear  that  any  limits  were  set  to 

Mr.  Pollock's  advances,  or  the  proper  persons  pointed  out  to  him,  who 

had  a  right  to  draw  Bills  upon  the  State,  and  whose  draughts  only,  he 

was  to  honor,  so  that  from  his  former  transactions  being  recognized,  he 

was  in  some  measure  left  to  judge  for  himself,     how  far  Mr.  Pollock 

may  have  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  I  will  not  presume  to 

say :  but  it  appears  to  me  that  there  must  have  been  abuses  committed 

in  some  of  the  departments  in  that  country,  and  calls  for  immediate 

redress. 

It  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  officers  of  a  small  Garrison,  should 
at  once  purchase  a  Cargo  of  Goods  to  the  amount  of  237,320  pds — 'wbich 
is  equal  to  £53,397  Sterling — Surely  Mr.  Pollock  must  have  known  that 
this  sum  was  too  large  to  be  negotiated  by  a  Captain,  and  that  such 
advances  could  not  be  supported  by  the  State,  nOr  is  it  possible  such 
supplies  could  be  necessary  for  that  post.  Besides  Bills  of  Exchange, 
which  Mr.  Pollock  was  ordered  to  draw  upon  Penet  &  Co.  of  France  for 
65,8141  pds :  I  am  informed  he  has  received  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
from  the  Governor  of  E"ew  Orleans,  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  but 
this  does  not  appear  by  any  papers  before  me. 

I  am  informed  that  considerable  transactions  are  still  going  on  in  the 
Illinois  Country  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  bills  negotiated  to  a 
considerable  amount,  drawn  by  the  Ofiicers  there  upon  the  Treasurer: 
these  bills  are  become  a  kind  of  speculation :  I  have  reason  to  believe 
they  are  obtained  in  the  first  instance  for  a  small  value,  and  ultimately 
fall  into  the  hands  of  Traders  at  New  Orleans — this  may  be  attended 
with  very  serious  consequences  to  this  Country,  as  no  doubt  the  Spanish 
Government  will  make  a  point,  that  their  subjects  shall  be  paid  the  full 
amount  of  the  Bills  drawn  by  our  Commanding  Officers,  which  will 
involve  Virginia  in  a  short  time,  in  a  heavier  debt  than  all  the  expences 
of  the  war  besides — I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to 
your  Honb'l  Board,  that  Commissioners  be  sent  to  the  Illinois  Country 
in  order  to  adjust  and  settle  the  debts  actually  due  by  the  State,  and  to 
obtain  satisfactory  returns  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Goods,  for  which 
such  large  sums  have  been  drawn. 

That  the  Spanish  Government  may  not  complain  of  deception  on  the 
part  of  the  State,  it  would  be  necessary  to  inform  the  people  of  Orleans, 
that  a  number  of  bills  have  been  drawn  by  men  not  properly  author- 
ized ;  that  the  payment  of  those  bills  would  be  suspended  until  their 
accounts  are  investigated:  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Pollock's  accounts  may 
be  settled,  and  some  mode  fallen  upon  for  the  support  of  that  country 
&  the  negotiation  of  money  matters  not  liable  to  such  abuses,  pro- 
vided it  reinain  part  of  Virginia. 
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1781.  I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  what  can  be  done  in  Mr.  Clark  &  Mr.  Bently's 

July  19th    cases ;  they  aledge  that  they  have  advanced  their  money  upon  the  credit 

of  the  State  and  from  motives  of  Friendship— That  they  are  ruined  if 

not  reimbursed."  ***** 

1  am  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obet  Servant." 


July  19th  CoL:  Gr.  Careinqton  to  Col:  Davies. 

Cumherland  He  sent  the  "state  of  the  militia"  by  a  gentleman  on  his  way  to  Char- 
lottesville  to  be  fowarded  to  Staunton,  but  in  the  confusion  of  the  times 
it  was  lost.  Genl:  Lawson  had  informed  him  the  militia  on  duty  then 
with  him  should  be  releived  in  two  months,  consequently  he  had  not 
awaited  the  Order  of  the  Executive;  but  had  sent  the  last  company,  and 
should  continue  to  do  so  until  further  orders,  or  by  request  to  the  con- 
trary from  Genl :  Greene. 

When  the  militia  were  ordered  out  in  Feby,  April  &  May,  all  the  arms 
fit  for  service  were  impressed  by  Executive  Orders,  and  but  few  have 
been  returned,  consequently  the  men  are  very  badly  supplied  at  this 
time. 

The  Court  Martial  has  been  in  session,  and  condemned  certain  delin- 
quents to  six  months  service — a  few  more  remain  to  be  tried — 

He  has  delivered  to  Mr.  Drew  Q.  Master  at  Carter's  Ferry  the  clothing 

collected  for  the  Troops — County  Lieut : Skipwith  when  he  went 

into  the  service  received  eleven  suits,  which  will  be  accounted  for  to  Mr. 
Drew — The  business  of  collecting  clothing  has  been  retarded  by  the  con- 
stant calls  upon  the  militia — The  wagon  to  be  furnished  by  the  County 
was  delivered  to  Mr.  Drew  some  months  past. 

The  draft  in  the  County  has  been  suspended  by  the  order  of  the  Exec- 
utive, on  account  of  the  absence  of  so  many  of  the  militia  on  duty  in 
the  field — A  number  of  eighteen  months'  men  are  ready  to  be  delivered. 
Can  they  not  be  rec'd  by  a  recruting  officer  at  one  of  the  Posts  ? 


j)ily  19th  David  Ross  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

Richmond        Desiring  instructions,  as  he  is  about  to  write  to  Philadelphia ^He  is 

advised  that  one  Mr.  Nathan  a  Jew  in  that  city  has  attached  the  o-oods 
belonging  to  Virginia,  arrived  in  the  Franklin,  for  a  debt  he  says  the 
State  owes  him.  He  thinks  Congress  or  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania 
will  free  the  goods  from  this  detention — Concludes  "  our  Delegates  in 
Congress  having  been  in  the  utmost  distress  for  money,  Mr.  Nicholson 
has  negotiated  a  loan  for  £400  for  their  present  support." 
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Capt  :  A.  BoHANNON  TO  Col  :  Da  vies.  1781. 

July  20th 
Eeporting  condition  of  the  military  stores  in  his  charge — ^the  muskets  Irvin's  Store 
much  broken  to  pieces;  two  thirds  of  them  needing  new  stocks,  for 
which  he  is  getting  timber.  Thinks,  if  allowed  to  do  so,  he  will  put  the 
arms  out  into  the  private  shops,  a  number  of  which  are  in  that  Country, 
by  which  means  he  can  get  six  or  seven  hundred  repaired  at  once — Has 
applied  to  Capt:  Pryor  for  a  settlement  of  the  Stat's  acct:  with  the  Con- 
tinent for  military  stores,  but  this  cannot  be  done  he  says,  until  he 
receives  a  return  of  the  mil :  stores  now  with  the  Army.  He  has  removed 
the  stores  from  New  London,  twenty  miles  farther  up  the  country,  being 
apprehensive  of  the  coming  of  the  enemy  to  that  post.  As  soon  as  he 
has  arranged  his  affairs  at  this  Post,  he  will  direct  his  whole  attention 
to  the  heavy  Artillery. 


Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Da  vies. 


July  aOth 


Asking  for  authority  to  engage  Express  Eiders  from  the  militia,  as  the  Richmond 
only  means  of  procuring  them  and  what  wages  they  are  to  be  paid  ?  It 
is  impossible  to  furnish  them  with  forage,  they  must  be  paid  their 
expences.  Col:  James  has  demanded  of  him  twenty  thousand  pounds 
on  account  of  building  the  boats — Encloses  some  sample  "certificates," 
"to  show  in  what  manner  the  good  people  of  this  Country  are  treated." 


Saml:  Beall  informs  Gov:  Nelson  he  had  written  to  him  on  the  28th 
June  on  the  subject  of  procuring  a  Horse  for  Genl :  Morgan,  but  has  not 
received  an  answer — Genl:  Morgan  being  in  real  want  of  a  Horse  "he 
has  purchased  one  for  him  of  Mr.  Eobert  Throgmorton,  and  left  the  val- 
uation of  him  to  Col :  John  Smith  of  Prederiek,  and  to  Maj :  Francis 
Willis  of  Berkeley — He  trusts  this  procedure  on  his  part  will  be  agree- 
able to  his  Excellency  and  desires  to  know  whether  the  animal  is  to  be 
considered  "public  or  private  property."  Hopes  his  Excellency  will  be 
satisfied  he  has  had  nothing  more  in  view  "than  to  reward  real  merit." 


July  20th 
Bath 


Major  N.  Mitchell  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


July  20th 


Praying  for  relief;  having  when  captured  at  Petersburg  lost  two  good    Eichmond 
horses  with  bridles  &  saddles  in  the  service  of  the  State  and  is  not  able 
to  replace  them — adds  "I  am  on  foot  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  home." 
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1781.  J.  Prentis  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

July  20th     "Dear  Sir, 
Williamsb'g  During  Lord  Cornwallis'  continuance  in  this  place  and  its 

neighborhood,  I  unfortunately  became  their  captive,  and  when  in  their 
possession  was  compelled  either  to  take  a  parole,  or  to  suffer  a  loathsome 
arid  probably  a  rigorous  confinement — The  lesser  evil  would  have  been 
chosen  by  every  man,  and  the  parole  (which  they  stile  an  act  of  clemency) 
as  the  least  irksome  was  accepted. 

Thus  circumstanced,  your  Excellency  must  suppose  my  situation 
exceedingly  disagreeable,  and  consequently  soUicitous  to  use  every  effort 
to  effect  an  exchange. 

Their  late  scheme  of  paroling  private  citizens,  not  taken  in  arms,  with 
a  view  of  procuring  an  exchange  for  British  Prisoners  not  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced, or  with  the  hope  of  disarming  the  individual,  will  probably 
be  discountenanced ;  but  according  to  my  Idea,  I  cannot  be  considered 
in  that  predicament. 

My  Duty,  as  well  as  inclination  pressed  me  to  have  attended  the 
Assembly  on  their  adjournment  to  Stanton,  but  Domestic  matters  totally 
prevented  me ;  but  even  in  that  character,  how  an  exchange  on  equal 
principles  can  be  effected,  I  cannot  determine. 

Your  Excellency's  opinion  respecting  my  situation,  perhaps  may  be 
different,  and  if  my  enlargement  can  be  brought  about,  by  placing  me 
in  any  character,  it  will  afford  me  the  very  pleasing  reflection  of  once 
more  devoting  my  person  and  abilities  to  the  Service  of  my  Conntry." 

You  will  accept  my  Sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  permit  me 
to  assure  you  that  I  am 

Yr:  mo:  Hble  Sevt." 


July  21st  Oapt :  H.  Young  requests  of  Col :  Davies  authority  to  enlist  Express 
Kichmond  Eiders  and  the  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  engaged — The  late 
Governor  had  given  him  verbal  orders  "to  be  governed  by  Claiborne 
with  respect  to  this  matter" — thinks  this  order  should  be  confirmed 
&c — continues  "I  am  tiar'd  out  of  my  life  for  Forage  by  a  parcel  of 
Frenchmen  that  I  dont  know,  nor  will  not  know — If  I  refuse  "to  comply 
with  their  requisitions,  they  will  obtain  an  order  from  the  Governor — 
Will  you  be  pleas'd  to  order  me  not  to  make  Issues  to  any  person  unless 
he  is  in  the  service  of  the  State.  The  Governor  will  not  countermand 
your  Orders." 


July  21st  CoL :  E.  WooDiNG  TO  CoL :  Davies. 

"  Sir, 
Halifax  Co.  Yours  of  the  15th  Inst:  pr:  Express  came  to  hand  advising  that 

Executive  think  it  necessary  one  7th  of  our  Militia,  officered  and  Equipt, 
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should  Join  Genl:  Wayne  on  his  March  to  the  Southward:  to  Equip  1781. 
them  will  be  Impossible,  because  our  County  are  in  a  manner  disarmed  July  21st 
by  the  frequent  Impressing  of  Armes  to  put  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
were  called  out  on  former  Occasions:  which  commenced  with  the 
Minuet  service — Of  the  truth  of  which  you  will  judge  when  I  tell  you 
that  we  had  but  14  Guns  (such  as  they  were)  in  the  field  at  our  Genl : 
Muster  in  April  last.  I  was  really  surprised  to  see  so  few,  and  accord- 
ingly had  those  who  appeared  without  Guns,  cited  before  a  Court  Mar- 
tial the  next  day,  when  the  whole  were  acquited.  Some  proving  that 
their  Guns  had  been  Impressed  and  others  too  poor  to  buy  them.  Since 
then  I  was  ordered  to  Eeinforce  Genl :  Greene  with  285  men.  Officered 
and  Bquipt  Either  by  Impressing  or  otherwise.  Accordingly  I  detached 
good  men  with  orders  to  make  the  strictest  enquiry  for,  and  impress 
every  Gun  that  was  in  the  least  degree  fit  for  Service — When  done  I 
could  furnish  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  Number  with  Even  a 
ToUerable  Gun,  and  the  greatest  part  were  public  Guns,  found  in  the 
hands  of  Individuals,  and  the  most  of  those  Guns  were  without  flints: 
in  this  Situation  the  men  marched  through  a  Dangerous  Country  infested 
with  Tories  &c — however  they  Joined  Genl:  Greene  at  96,  when  I  am 
told  they  were  supplyd  with  arms :  and  if  Genl  Wayne  can  supply  Arms 
and  Ammunition  the  Men  shall  be  Eeady,  otherwise  you  will  perhaps 
think  with  me  that  it  will  avail  but  little  to  send  the  Men.  these  are 
facts  sufficient  to  show  Government  the  impropriety  of  calling  for  Men 
Equipt  Ready  for  the  Field:  we  are  not  only  without  Guns,  as  I  have 
said,  but  we  are  also  without  Ammunition,  Tents,  Camp  Kettles  flints 
&c.  I  beleive  (however)  we  have  many  good  men  who  would  freely 
Buy  Arms  and  Ammunition  and  would  use  them  in  the  Defence  of  their 
Country  as  freely,  but  alass  those  are  articles  not  to'  be  had  in  this  Quar- 
ter— I  also  beleive  we  have  a  few^  good  Guns  in  the  County  private 
property,  but  the  owners  I  am  told  secrete  them  and  Say  they  will  do 
it  for  their  own  Defence  against  Insurrections  of  Slaves  or  Tories — 
Reasons  that  seem  to  carry  weight  (with  me  at  least) — from  what  has 
been  said  you  may  form  an  Idea  of  our  present  Situation  with  respect 
to  Arms  and  Ammunition" — Suggests  the  policy  of  putting  Arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  Militia,  and  relying  upon  them  for  their  preservation 
whjch  would  prevent  their  being  destroyed  in  Magazines,  as  has  so  often 
happened — This  too  would  keep  the  men  always  ready  to  defend  the 
country — Dwells  upon  the  folly  of  the  Government  calling  for  equipped 
men,  upon  the  idea  that  the  Militia  are  always  armed  and  accoutred  as 
the  Law  directs — The  criminal  neglect  of  the  Law  in  some  quarter  has 
caused  the  present  condition  of  things,  by  which  the  Militia  so  necessary 
at  this  crisis,  are  powerless — Begs  to  be  pardoned  for  the  freedom  with 
which  he  speaks,  but  nothing  can  more  concern  him  than  the  present 
condition  of  his  Country — Gives  a  rough  statement  of  the  strength  of 
the  Country;  the  whole  consisting  of  about  1004  men,  of  whom  "88 

30 
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1781.  are  under  18  years  of  age,  200  fit  for  Station  Duty,  and  perhaps  100  fit 
July  21st  for  no  duty  at  all,  and  about  40  condemned  to  six  months  service,  mostly 
runaways  to  Carolina  Washington  and  Kentucky  Counties,  those  Eecep- 
tacles  of  Villians,  which  reduces  the  real  Strength  of  Militia  to  about 
670,  including  those  under  18 :  300  of  which  is  now  on  Duty  under  the 
command  of  Maj :  Genl :  Greene  and  Brig  Genl :  Lawson,  and  an  hun- 
dred men  under  marching  orders  to  releive  those  under  Genl  Lawson, 
which  would  have  been  done  before  now  had  not  their  March  been 
Eetarded  by  the  late  movements  of  Colo  Tarlton" — Eecommends 
strongly  the  adoption  of  his  plan,  of  allowing  a  "tour  of  duty"  to  every 
man  who  will  arrest  and  deliver  at  the  proper  Post,  all  delinquents  who 
are  there  to  serve  for  six  months — By  this  means  the  services  of 'those 
men  are  secured  for  six  months,  instead  of  the  two  months  usually 
expected  of  the  militia  man — No  mode  heretofore  adopted  has  suc- 
ceeded as  well  as  this — No  reward  win  act  as  well — It  makes  every  man 
exert  himself — Adds  "  It  will  make  a  man  take  his  Brother  or  Even  his 
Father,  or  a  father  his  Son — for  says  he  if  I  dont  take  him,  somebody 
else  will — this  I  have  known  to  be  the  case,  where  not  long  since,  the 
taking  a  Deserter  would  Screene  a  Man  from  his  Tour  of  18  Months  in 
the  Continental  Service" — The  policy,  of  sending  "an  Officer  with  a 
Select  number  of  men"  for  the  Sole  business  of  arresting  delinquents 
will  not  do — He  has  tried  it;  and  finds  the  Officers  and  men  soon 
become  "  tired  and  lazy ;"  and  the  delinquent  and  his  friends  have  only 
to  watch  the  movements  of  the  officer  and  his  party,  give  the  culprit 
notice,  and  he  escapes — All  the  public  stores  in  the  County  have  long 
been  removed  to  Peytonsburg  in  Pittsylvania. 


July  21st  John  Wilson  to  Col.  Da  vies. 

Pittsylvania      Giving  report  of  the  miUtia  in  that  County — They  are  now  "reduced 
^°-         to  about  600  men  except  the  Officers"— "181  ordered  to  the  South,  150 
below  in  our  State  which  makes  half  now  in  Sarvice  &  Eun  away  which 
will  Distress  our  County  very  much." 


July22d  James  Shields  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Williamsb'g  Mr.  Pierce  has  appointed  him  to  supply  the  troops  returned  from 
Charlestown;  but  he  finds  it  almost  impossible  to  procure  supplies  in 
the  neighboring  County  so  lately  desolated  by  the  Enemy.  What  pro- 
visions he  has  obtained  so  far,  have  been  the  cattle  "  that  stray'd  from 
the  Enemy" — Only  two  wagons  are  left  in  the  neighborhood,  which  he 
is  employing  to  collect  meal  from  the  mills,  and  has  four  men  on  horse- 
back collecting  the  cattle  where  the  Enemy  have  not  been — has  received 
nothing  from  the  County  Commissioners, 
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Capt:  Browne  Peice,  C.  Mil.  Stores,  to  Major  J.  Prtor.  1781. 

July  22d 
Having  learned  the  Enemy  had  certainly  returned  down  the  Country,  New  London 
and  knowing  the  great  expense  of  hiring  wagons  to  remove  the  stores, 
he  has  determined  to  remain  where  he  is  until  further  orders — has  col- ' 
leeted  all  the  material  and  put  the  men  to  work  again.     The  stores  not 
damaged  by  the  weather,  and  none  lost  except  a  few  swords,  and  about 
forty  pounds  of  powder,  owing  to  the  barrels  giving  way  when  removed. 
Desires  to  know  whether  the  Laboratory  is  to  be  moved  and  "where  to." 
Mr.  Clarke's  time  will  expire  on  the  1st  August;  knows  not  what  will 
be  done  for  so  useful  a  man  in  the  Armorer's  shop — The  men  will  cer- 
tainly go  off  if  money  is  not  furnished  them,  as  they  have  none,  and 
"  can  get  no  credit  in  this  part  of  the  world  " :  has  used  every  persuasion 
he  can — "Capt:  Grice  is  not  able  to  buy  himself  a  chicken." 


David  Eoss  to  the  Executive.  July22d 

"Sir, 

ii;  3^:  iit  ^  if: 

"I  have  also  thrown  together  a  few  observations  upon  the  present    Richmond 
value  of  our  circulating  medium,  and  confess,  the  more  I  considered  the 
subject,  the  more  I  was  embarrassed  to  fix  on  an  Exchange  that  would 
do  equal  justice  to  all,  or  continue  fix'd  for  any  length  of  time. 

For  some  time  before  the  Invasion,  and  for  a  short  time  afterwards 
Tobacco  was  considered  the  standard  of  our  money,  and  its  value  deter- 
mined by  the  current  price  of  that  article,  reckoning  the  average  price 
at  twenty  shillings  specie  per  hundred. 

When  the  demand  for  Tobacco  was  checkt  &  in  a  great  measure  stopt, 
by  reason  of  our  ports  being  blockt  up,  and  the  risk  of  its  being  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  at  the  several  warehouses,  it  ceased  to  be  the  true  stand- 
ard of  our  money,  and  the  price  continued  the  same,  whilst  the  exchange 
upon  specie  advanced  gradually,  as  the  want  of  imported  articles  began 
to  be  more  sensibly  felt. 

The  articles  which  we,  before  the  Invasion,  imported  with  our  Tobacco, 
could  now  be  only  procured  with  our  specie,  from  the  Northern  States, 
and  thus  the  Exchange  upon  hard  money  grew  to  150  for  1,  in  the 
months  of  March  &  April. 

Paper  money  being  of  no  intrinsic  value  in  itself,  and  having  no  cur- 
rency farther  than  the  laws  of  that  Country  which  emits  it  extends,  it 
can  only  be  estimated  according  to  the  articles  it  represents  in  that 
Country,  or  the  commodities  it  will  purchase. 

For  instance,  if  the  common  price  of  Corn  be  £50,  paper  money  pr: 
busl:,  the  usual  price  of  which  was  10.  S.  specie,  the  Exchange  upon 
that  article  is  100  for  1. — However  as  a  large  crop  of  one  article,  and  a 
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1781.  short  crop  of  another,  or  a  greater  demand  for  one  article  than  another, 
July  22d  will  enhance  the  value  of  some  &  reduce  the  price  of  other  articles,  it 
will  be  proper  to  take  the  average  prices  of  the  principle  articles  of  pro- 
duce, and  from  thence  produce  an  Exchange  that  will  be  of  general 
utility. 

I  think  in  the  months  of  March  &  April,  the  Bxcha.  in  the  purchase 
of  the  native  commodities  of  the  State,  taking  one  article  with  another 
and  calculated  upon  former  hard  money  prices — may  be  said  to  have 
been  180  for  1.  which  is  above  the  exchange  then  given  for  specie — 
hence  the  observation  so  often  made  that  hard  money  had  depreciated. 

Since  May  last  several  causes  have  eonibin'd  to  injure  the  credit  & 
lessen  the  value  of  our  money. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  Northern  States,  destroying  the  credit 
of  the  old  Continental  money,  has  had  a  fatal  effect  upon  our  money, 
and  must  injure  the  credit  of  all  paper  money — The  people  can  have  no 
confidence  in  a  currency  liable  to  such  sudden  &  unexpected  changes,  as 
to  be  reduced  in  one  night  to  l-6th  or  l-7th  of  its  value,  or  perhaps  ren- 
dered of  no  value  at  all. 

The  Quantity  of  paper  money  is  greatly  increased  in  this  State  by  two 
late  emissions — no  additional  taxes  laid  upon  the  people,  to  call  part  of 
it  out  of  circulation,  and  to  make  the  demand  for  it  universal  all  over 
the  Country,  that  Kind  of  property  for  which  money  is  a  medium 
greatly  lessened,  consequently  the  real  value  of  the  money  circulating, 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  real  value  of  the  property  it  represents,  or 
in  other  words  the  articles  which  are  to  be  bought  &  sold  in  that  currency. 

The  quantity  of  transferable  property  is  not  only  lessened,  but  our 
demands  for  merchandize  &  a  variety  of  articles  from  the  North'd  dayly 
increasing.  Consequently  the  price  of  specie  raised,  and  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  paper  money  increased — The  same  causes  will  continue  to 
produce  the  same  effects — The  expenditures  of  the  Commonwealth  great, 
the  Income  but  small — Whilst  the  war  continues  &  our  Ports  blockt  up. 
Emissions  of  paper  must  succeed  to  Emissions,  untill  the  value  of  it  is 
reduced  to  a  state,  which  may  be  better  conceived  than  described — 
Although  the  beforemention'd  causes  are  good  reasons  for  a  very  great 
depreciation — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Exchange  given  in  many 
parts  of  the  Country  is  too  high,  and  not  the  consequential  effects  of  the 
beforementioned  causes.  The  fears  of  some,  and  the  interested  views  of 
others  have  flxt  the  exchange  in  several  places  at  500,  &  600  for  1 — I 
conceive  this  to  be  beyond  the  natural  depreciation,  considered  on  the 
principles  which  I  have  laid  down — that  is  to  say,  if  the  Exchange  in 
March  &  April  last,  was  180  for  1,  the  increase  of  money  and  the  decrease 
of  property  with  the  other  circumstances  already  mentioned,  ai-e  not 
suflScient  to  produce  such  a  violent  depreciation  as  above  mentioned. 

There  is  at  this  time,  such  a  variation  in  the  prices  of  commodities  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  that  the  Exchange  cannot  be  calculated 
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by  taking  the  average  prices  at  present — The  Exchange  at  this  time       1781. 
ought  to  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  exchange  in  March  &  April,  as     July  22d 
the  money  in  circulation  now  bears  to  the  money  in  circulation  at  that 
time,  compared  with  the  transferable  property  in  the  State  in  March  & 
April  &  the  property  now  in  the  State. 

For  instance,  if  the  property  to  be  purchased  now  with  paper  money, 
is  not  more  than  one  half  in  proportion  to  the  money  in  circulation  as 
there  was  in  March  &  April  last,  in  proportion  to  the  money  then  in  cir- 
culation, the  exchange  of  course  would  be  now,  or  in  a  short  time  360 
for  1,  &  so  on  in  the  aforesaid  proportion. 

In  settling  the  Exchange,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  just  and  equitable 
prices  to  be  paid  for  articles  purchased,  or  labour  to  be  performed,  the 
prices  of  native  commodities  are  to  be  sure,  the  principal  objects  to  be 
attended  to, — yet  there  are  some  important  articles,  such  as  Salt,  medi- 
cines, steel  &c,  essentially  necessary  for  the  use  of  man,  and  although 
too  high  to  calculate  depreciation  upon,  as  they  make  up  but  a  small 
part  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  advanced  price  of  them  will,  never- 
theless have  some  influence  in  the  scale — For  the  prices  paid  the  Hus- 
band man,  the  mechanic,  &  the  day  labourer  must  be  such  as  will  enable 
them  to  live  by  their  several  occupations. 

It  would  be  happy  for  the  State,  if  the  Exchange  fixt  upon  by  the 
Executive  be  such  as  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the  people  at  large — 
if  too  high  an  Exchange,  it  will  add  to  the  depreciation,  and  the  prices 
of  all  commodities  will  be  regulated  thereby — if  too  low  an  exchange  be 
fixt  upon,  the  public  purchasers  cannot  give  so  much  as  the  private 
purchasers — the  articles  wanted  for  the  Army  will  be  secreted  and 
withheld — Force  must  be  introduced  to  seize  them,  which  is  a  disagree- 
able alternative,  and  the  injury  falls  upon  the  industrious,  who  deserve 
encouragement — it  is  also  the  most  expensive  mode  of  procuring  sup- 
plies, for  when  the  article  seized  is  to  be  valued,  the  appraisers  will  take 
the  violence  of  the  measure  into  the  account. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  attending  the  depreciation  of  money  is  the 
injury  done  to  the  honest  creditor,  who,  upon  the  day  of  payment 
receives  but  a  half  or  a  third  of  the  value  of  his  contract,  although  he 
receives  the  nominal  sum  bargained  for — ^this  evil  demands  the  attention 
of  Government,  so  far  as  they  can  interfere. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  well  satisfied,  that  it  exceeds  the  wisdom  of 
man,  to  settle  such  an  Exchange  at  present  as  will  do  equal  justice  to 
all,  or  continue  fixt,  for  any  considerable  time,  but  all  matters  considered, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  an  Exchange  of  Three  Hundred  &  fifty  for  one, 
would  at  this  time  be  just  &  reasonable." 

This  I  am  sure  will  appear  too  high  to  many,  but  upon  mature  delibe- 
ration, it  will  be  found  moderate  enough — if  you  purchase  from  an 
individual,  'tis  right  to  buy  as  cheap  as  you  can,  the  Seller  has  one  half 
of  the  bargain-making — if  you  seize  from  a  man  contrary  to  his  will,  the 
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1781.  publiek  make  the  whole  bargain.  In  doing  this,  full  regard  should  be 
July  22d  had  to  justice,  and  if  we  look  round,  we  shall  not- find  the  person  whose 
commodity  is  seized,  can  lay  out  his  money  &  be  a  gainer,  if  corn  & 
wheat  is  taken  from  a  man,  who  wishes  to  buy  a  horse  for  the  money, 
be  will  find  the  Exchange  full  low— it  will  be  the  same  thing  if  he  wants 
cattle  or  sheep— should  he  want  imported  goods  it  will  be  still  much 
■(^orse — if  he  employs  mechanics  to  do  work  for  him,  it  will  not  be  much 
better. 

The  Exchange  appeared  high  to  myself— I  have  been  at  much  pains 
to  find  a  plausible  reason  to  reduce  it,  but.  in  vain — If  what  I  have  said 
upon  this  subject  shall  be  of  any  use  to  you  in  fixing  an  adequate 
Exchange,  that  will  give  general  satisfaction,  I  shall  be  well  pleased. 

Upon  Saturday  evening,  I  transmitted  to  Messrs:  Clark  &  Bentley  the 
respective  orders  in  Council,  made  in  their  business — I  am  sorry  lo  find 
that  they  are  far  from  being  satisfactory."  *  *  .  * 

"As  we  have  so  many  demands  pressing  hard  upon  us,  I  sincerely 
wish  that  we  could  send  those  claimants,  with  propriety,  to  Congress  for 
payment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  regard — 

your  most  obedient  Servant." 


July  22d  T.  Bentley  to  David  Eoss. 

Richmond  Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  Resolution  of  the ,  Executive  Council 
In  regard  to  his  claim.  Begs  he  will  represent  to  them  the  extreme 
hardships  to  which  their  determination  exposes  him:  to  which  he  is 
keenly  alive  when  he  considers  how  much  he  has  merited  treatment  of 
the  opposite  character:  and  especially  when  the  fact  is  notorious  that 
he  had  Sacrificed  his  own  fortunes  to  support  the  Credit  of  the  State  in 
the  Illinois  Country — The  open  letter  of  Genl:  Clarke  enclosed  with 
his  papers,  should  have  sufiiced  to  prove  to  the  Council  the -justice  and 
fairness  of  his  claim,  and  of  the  services  he  had  rendered:  The  "illibe- 
ral suggestion  with  regard  to  his  signature"  he  leaves  to  time  to  show 
its  absurdity  and  to  place  "the  blot  where  it  appertains" — He  scorns 
the  insinuation  of  being  "an  Imposter"  and  is  confident  that  a  man  of 
Genl:  Clarke's  honorable  character  will  sustain  him — Genl  Clarke  knew 
the  prices  of  the  articles  and  the  value  of  the  currency  with  which  they 
were  purchased,  as  well  as  any  one,  and  would  never  have  countersigned 
his  accounts,  unless  he  knew  they  were  correct.  If  the  statements  of 
Genl:  Clarke  do  not  give  satisfaction,  he  appeals,  to  the  written  testi- 
monj'  of  Colo  Montgomery  and  Capt:  Dodge,  of  his  having  "Satisfied 
the  clamors  of  the  People  who  threatened  to  drive  your  Troops  out  of 
tl^e  Country' — These  papers  will  afford  confirmation  of  his  privations, 
and  show  the  melancholy  situation  of  his  affairs,  "  exposed  to  a  merci- 
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less  set  of  ignorant,  bigotted  people  supported  in  their  Injustice  by  a  1781. 
Law  establish'd  by  Colo  Todd,  to  justify  their  unprecedented  proceed-  July  22d 
ings,  by  declaring  their  shall  he  no  appeal  from  their  judgement.  Thej^  had 
repeatedly  entered  into  combinations  to  ruin  him  and  latterly,  on  account 
of  his  having  supported  the  Va  Troops  when  they  wished  to  starve  them 
out — Begs  to  be  excused  for  his  urgency  and  prolixity,  but  when  ruin 
stares  him  in  the  face,  owing  to  his  "ill  timed  credulity  and  tenacious 
zeal  to  serve  the  State"  he  cannot  fail  to  give  utterance  to  the  poignancy 
of  his  feelings.  As  a  last  resort,  he  shall  appeal  to  Genl :  Clarke  for 
protection,  but  insists  that  the  true  policy  for  this  and  all  the  other 
States  of  the  Confederation,  should  alone  be  that  of  "Justice  &  Libe- 
rality.'' 


John  Harmanson  and  Wm.  Scott,  Commrs.  or  Provision  Law,  to  Col  :     July  22d 

Davies. 

His  Letter  ordering  the  public  grain  to  be  sold,  was  received  some  Northamp- 
time  ago,  and  they  have  disposed  of  all  the  corn,  except  724  bushels — 
the  Bacon  was  consumed  in  supporting  the  guards  for  the  county.  They 
have  a  large  quantity  of  Salt  on  hand,  which  it  is  very  desirable  should 
be  gotten  away  lest  the  enemy  destroy  it.  It  may  be  sent  even  in  ves- 
sels if  insured  at  considerable  risk,  to  the  Eappahannock,  or  any  other 
post  desired — A  large  quantity  of  oats  are  also  on  hand,  tho'  they  are 
in  part  supporting  a  troop  of  horse  on  it — Desire  instructions  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  the  salt;  which  is  selling  at  "£100  pr:  bushel  for 
exportation  to  the  Western  shore:"  freight  pr:  bushel  £25,  but  they  can 
afford  to  send  it  to  Fredericksburg  for  £15,  Corn  for  £1.  and  Oats  for 
£4.  pr:  bushl — They  urge  some  decisive  step  to  remove  the  Corn,  Oats, 
Salt  &c  from  the  Peninsula,  in  as  much  as  the  people  are  constantly 
apprehensive  of  losing  all  by  the  enemy's  coming. 


Thos:  Mathews  to  Gov:  Nelson.  July  23d 

Dear.  Genl: 

Yesterday  morning  the  Enemy  landed  about  three  hundred  "Wllliamsb'g 
men  at  Mill  Creek,  from  on  board  their  Fleet  in  Hampton  road,  and  are 
now  plundering  the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter.  Vessels  daily  join  the 
Fleet  in  the  road,  from  Portsmouth,  and  I  expect,  they  wait  for  nothing 
but  a  favourable  wind — A  Captain  from  Bermuda  with  prisoners,  informs 
that  the  Island  of  To.bago  is  taken  by  the  French,  he  likewise  says  that 
a  report  was  circulated  in  Bermuda,  that  St.  Lucia  had  also  fallen  into 
their  hands.     A  gentleman  from  Philadelphia  brings  the  same  acct. 

Col:  Ijines  has  not  yet  arrived.     I  expect  he  is  collecting  Provisions 
and  Brandy  on  the  other  side  the  Eiver. 
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'  1781.  I  am  obliged  to  depend  on  chance  for  a  conveyance  of  any  intelli- 

July  23d     gence,  as  no  Horsemen  or  expresses  are  to  be  had  at  this  place. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 
Dr.  Genl: 

Your  most  obet  Servt." 


July  23d  Major  John  Pryor  to  Col:  Davies. 

Charlottes-  Thanks  him  for  having  mentioned  his  name  for  the  Post  which  was 
^  the  subject  of  his  last  conversation:  received  a  letter  from  the  Marquis 
a  day  or  two  ago  desiring  to  see  him  at  once,  and  will  leave  as  soon 
as  his  successor  Mr.  Jones  arrives.  Hopes  it  concerns  the  Ofl9.ce 
referred  to — and  trusts  it  has  "no  dependance  on  Quarter  Masters"  as 
he  has  taken  formal  &  final  leave  of  "  the  whole  class,  on  Publick  Mat- 
ters"— He  has  furloughed  all  the  workmen  for  want  of  provisions,  and 
has  sent  up  the  Laboratory,  men,  Powder,  paper  &  lead  agreeable  to 
Capt:  Bohannan's  request,  and  shall  send  the  arms  to  Irvins. 

Begs  for  a  Warrant  for  121.000  dolls:  for  the  C.  G.  Mil:  Stores  Depart- 
ment, as  he  has  borrowed  a  large  amount  on  public  and  private  credit, 
'    and  as  no  more  can  be  had,  he  is  much  "distressed  for  money." 


July  23d  Jno.  Eobertson  TO  CoL :  Davies. 

Camp  Sends  copies  of  Eeturns — Mr.  Browne  is  not  at  camp — He  saw  his 

Excellency  the  Governor  come  into  camp  last  evening,  but  has  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him.  He  has  given  his  orders  to  the 
Issuing  Commissary  and  has  undertaken  to  command  them,  but  another 
assumes  the  control — The  troops  at  Wmsburg  he  hears  have  rec'd  a  sup- 
ply of  Bacon  &  flour — The  Marquis  has  ordered  him  to  send  the  first 
Liquor  that  comes,  to  his  camp,  and  shall  send  a  supply  the  next  day ; 
but  Mr.  Pierce  the  Asst:  Com:  Genl  is  down  there  providing  for  them. 
Plenty  of  provisions  now  in  camp.  He  is  very  desirous  of  having  his 
office  in  Eichmond,  and  have  a  chief  assistant  in  the  Field. 


Co. 


July  23d  David  Garland  to  Govr  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Lunenburg  I  think  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  not  only  to  pay  a  strict 

obedience  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  but  to  give  every  intelligence  that 
may  be  subservient  too  &  enable  the  Executive  the  better  to  execute  his 
office.  If  I  am  mistaken,  impute  it  to  Ignorance  &  a  zeal  for  my  Coun- 
try, and  not  a  desire  of  being  troublesome — Let  me  then  inform  you 
Col :  Tarleton  with  his  Legion  came  through  this  County  last  week  and 
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considering  his  rapid  march  (thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day)  has  done  con-  1781. 
siderable  damage  in  destroying  the  public  grain  &c,  as  also  wounding  July  23d. 
three  persons  &  carrying  oflf  some  others  as  Prisoners — He.  threatens  to 
return  immediately  after  the  16th  of  next  month,  when  he  assures  us 
that  he  will  carry  the  sword  &  fire  through  the  Land,  not  sparing  any 
persons  but  such  as  hath  or  may  take  Parrole  before  that  time — As  there 
is  not  one  man  in  twenty  that  has  a  gun  &c  in  this  County  (they  having 
at  three  several  times  Impressed  into  the  Countries'  Service  and  not 
returned),  and  no  army  between  this  and  the  Enemies  Camp  at  Ports- 
mouth, &  only  three  days  march  (as  Tarleton  goes)  the  People  are  much 
alarmed,  not  Knowing  what  to  do,  provided  Tarleton,  or  any  other  of 
the  British  forces  should  come  among  us.  I  am  apprehensive  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  the  consequences  would  be  disagreeable,  as  the  peo- 
ple would  be  obliged  to  submit.  This  would  not  be  the  case  if  they  had 
arms  &  ammunition.  If  there  is  any  to  be  spared,  you'l  be  a  Judge 
whether  it's  proper  to  arm  such  militia  as  above  described — Would  it  not 
be  of  good  account  to  Issue  your  Orders  to  all  Commanding  Officers  of 
the  militia  on  the  South  Side  of  James  Eiver,  to  Imbody  or  have  in 
readiness,  every  militia  man  that  can  raise  a  Gun  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
(in  case  they  should  come)  going  about  in  small  parties  to  Plunder  &c." 
"I  am  Sir,  with  the  highest  regard:  your 
most  obet  Servant." 

P.  S.  I  heard  Col:  Hobson  the  Commanding  Officer  of  this  County 
say,  that  the  draft  of  Militia  ordered  to  Genl:  Green  could  not  go,  for 
want  of  arms." 


Col:  Turner  Sotjthall  to  Gov:  Nelson.  July24tli 

He,  the  day  before,  had  received  orders  from  the  Commissioner  of  Henrico 
War  to  continue  one  fourth  of  the  militia  of  the  County  in  service  by 
regular  rotation,  but  finds  it  impossible  to  carry  out  these  instructions, 
owing  to  the  various  devices,  by  which  men  are  allowed  to  avoid  doing 
military  duty.  Some  are  engaged  with  Saml:  Williamson  collecting 
horses  left  by  the  enemy  which  he  hears  is  to  exempt  them  from  duty 
for  one  year!  And  others  in  like  manner  are  engaged  under  the  Quarter 
Masters,  as  Express  Eiders  &c — Thus  they  make  a  show  of  being  in  the 
public  service,  until  the  men  march,  and  "then  they  rest  quietly  at 
home:  this  kind  of  manoeuvering  has  never  been  countenanced  in  this 
County  " — Express  Eiders  should  be  enrolled  to  serve  for  twelve  months. 
The  invalids  of  whom  there  are  many  should  be  employed  in  these 
duties.  He  hopes  his  Excellency  will  give  such  directions  as  may  in 
future  put  a  stop  to  these  cunning  practices^ — concludes  "I  should  have 
waited  on  your  Excelly :  but  am  prevented  by  the  Small  pox  being  in 
Town." 

31 
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1781.  Gtenl:  Danl:  Mokgan  to  Gov  :  Nelson  at  Eichmond. 

July  24th     "Sir^ 
Camp  I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  20tli,  and  return  you  my 

Goode's  sincere  thanks  for  the  very  obliging  manner,  in  which  you  intend  to 

carry  into  Execution  the  Eesolution  of  the  Assembly.  As  I  am  directed 
to  rejoin  the  Marquis  de  la  Payette,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  calling 
on  your  Excellency  and  conversing  with  you  on  the  Subject. 
In  the  mean  time 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  esteem 

your  Excellency's  obt  hubl  Servt.'' 


July  24th  George  North,  B.  Qr.  Master  to  Genl  :  Watne. 

Goode's  Giving  condition  of  the  Stores  at  Colo  Edward  Friends  in  Chester- 

Bridge  ggj^ — ^jjg  ijarrels  containing  Shoes  had  been  opened  and  robbed — Two 
men  who  said  they  were  under  orders  from  Col:  Febiger  to  contract  with 
the  inhabitants  for  Shoes,  had  been  there  and  carried  off  some  of  the 
articles.  There  is  also  a  quantity  of  flour,  arms  &e  without  a  guard  or 
even  a  lock  or  door  to  protect  them. 


July  24th  ThOS  :   NeWTON  Jr  :   TO  THE   GOVERNOR. 

"Sir, 
Bichmond  By  desire  of  Colo  Parker,  I  was  commissioned  by  Genls:  Muhlen- 

berg &  Lawson  to  provide  necessaries  for  the  Troops  under  his  com- 
mand— with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Burke,  Provisions,  Spirits  and  forage 
were  with  much  fatigue  procured.  Genl:  Gregory  supply'd  us  with 
some  ammunition  &c  &c — he  rendered  us  every  assistance  in  his  power 
during  our  Stay  at  Edmunds'  Hill  (near  the  Great  Bridge — we  were 
under  the  necessity  ofKeeping  hunting  parties  out  to  procure  beef, 
which  ran  wild  in  the  woods."  ^i:  *  * 

"We  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  employing  the  parol'd  Gentlem 
to  grind  at  the  hand  mills,  for  meal,  which  very  sparingly  supply'd 
us."  ****** 

"  The  Governor  and  Council  having  promised  me  that  any  supplies  of 
provisions  &c  should  be  allowed  in  payment  of  taxes,  through  them  I 
made  the  same  promise  to  the  inhabitants  below,  they  with  the  greatest 
chearfulness  spared  all  they  cou'd  and  now  the  sheriff  refuses  to  take 
certificates,  &  demands  a  Warrant  from  the  Auditor,  which  is  out  of  th« 
power  of  the  poor  man  to  get,  as  it  wou'd  cost  him  more  than  it's  worth 
to  travel  here  for  it.  *  *  *  * 
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"I  shall  be  exceedingly  oblig'd  if  your  Excellency  &  Council!  wou'd  1781. 
direct  the  sheriffs  to  receive  them,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  people  July  24th 
below  is  such  that  they  cannot  pay  without  it,  as  every  thing  they  had 
to  spare  has  been  either  taken '  by  the  Enemy  or  our  own  troops  from 
them.  I  need  not  inform  you  of  their  distress,  as  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  it,  but  this  you  may  rely  on  that  no  part  of  "Virginia  is  more,  wil- 
ling than  they  are,  to  assist  with  what  they  have  left.  I  cannot  omit 
informing  your  Excellency  that  Genl :  Gregory  received  with  open  arms 
the  distressed  inhabitants  who  were  obliged  to  fly  for  safety,  he  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  aleviate  their  distress." 

I  am,  Yr:  Excelly  most  obt  Hbl  Servt." 


Col:  Jastes  Innes  to  Gov:  Nelson,  Eichmond.  July  24th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  repair'd  immediately  after  the  Rec't  of  yr :  Letter  to  this  Williamsb'g 
miserable  place — where  there  is  not  one  necessary  supply  to  be  procured. 
The  Officers  &  Soldiers  are  really  in  a  most  distressed  situation.  No 
Liquor  of  any  kind  can  be  had — and  nothing  issued  out  to  them,  but 
very  indifferent  beef  and  Indian  Bread.  Doctor  Tucker,  the  Director 
General  of  the  Southern  Hospital,  has  just  waited  on  me,  to  inform  me 
that  there  are  ninety  sick  men  under  his  charge,  for  whom  he  can  pro- 
cure neither  Bedding,  Blankets,  Straw,  Medicines,  Wine,  Spirits  nor  any 
other  necessary — The  Officers  who  have  liberty  to  go  to  their  respective 
homes,  cannot,  for  want  of  the  means  of  transporting  their  Baggage, 
which  to  most  of  them,  is  their  little  all.  Neither  waggons  nor  carts 
can  be  had  here — Every  thing  of  that  nature  the  Enemy  have  either 
taken  away  or  destroyed — Add  to  all  this,  the  Staff  Departments  here  ^ 
are  so  unhinged  that  there  are  no  persons,  the  Commissioners  excepted, 
who  think  they  are  obliged  to  obey  orders.  In  this  Situation  am  I 
Surrounded  by  a  number  of  necessitous  claimants  who  expect  much 
from  me.  To  execute  properly  the  object  of  my  being  called  to  this 
place,  it  would  require  at  least  Twenty  thousand  pounds  cash — 15  wag- 
gons and  as  many  horses — Had  I  money,  I  might  be  able  to  purchase 
poultry,  mutton,  and  possibly  some  spirits  for  the  sick — without  it 
nothing  can  be  had — I  have  call'd  upon  the  Commissioners  of  Gloster 

for  supplies  &  do  expect  some  beef  from  thence.''  *  * 

***** 

"Forty  sail  of  Transports  are  riding  in  Hampton  Eoad:  they  have  on 
board  all  the  pilots  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  Chesapeake,  in  which  Quarter,  from  every  appearance,  they  mean 
next  to  operate — four  hundred  british  landed  at  hampton  old  fort  yes- 
terday, where  they  remained  until  the  Evening  surveying  the  Grounds. 
They  have  said  it  is  their  intention  to  rebuild  fort  George. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully  ' 

Dear  Sir,  yr:  obt  Servt." 
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1781.  Jas:  Maxwell  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

July  24th     "Sir, 

Navy  Office  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  Lieut :  Chandeler  and 

about  Thirty  Seamen  are  prisoners  with  the  Enemy  at  Portsmouth,  and 
were  taken  in  the  Patriot,  &  from  the  Liberty  in  Back  river — they  were 
the  best  men  we  had  in  our  service,  and  many  of  them  Commodore 
Barron  informs  me  were  at  the  capturing  of  above  500  men — these  peo- 
ple he  also  ads,  are  suffering  all  the  calamities  of  war,  and  from  their  ill- 
usage  many  have  been  obliged  to  enter  into  the  Enemy's  service,  and  it 
is  to  be  fear'd  the  remaining  part  will  be  reduced  to  the  same  necessity 
except  an  Exchange  can  be  procured,  or  assurance  at  least  given  them, 
that  they  are  not  forgotten  by  their  Country — Also  on  the  27th  of  April, 
at  the  capturing  of  the  Tempest,  Capt:  Markham,  Lieut:  Steel  &  a 
midshm  were  made  prisoners  &  paroled,  which  also  pray  to  be 
exchanged  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obt 
&  most  Humble  Servt." 


July  24th  Henry  Tazewell  certifies,  that,  Mr.  Nivison,  having  been  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, referred  to  Mr.  Barker  &  himself  "to  be  examined  as  to  his  fitness 
to  practice  the  law"  that  he  has  asked  him  the  necessary  questions,  and 
finds  him  very  well  acquainted  with  the  Theory. 

"Young  Gentlemen  educated  in  public  Academies  in  the  Law,  have 
not  an  opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  "  with  the  prac- 
tical parts  of  their  profession. 


July  24th  Capt  :  H.  Young  to  Col  :  Davies. 

Richmond  Calling  attention  to  Major  Claiborne's  determination  to  pay  the  Express 
Riders  at  the  rate  of  nine  shillings  specie  or  its  equivalent,  pr:  day 
requiring  them  to  find  themselves  everything  and  to  bear  their  own 
expences— Requests  an  order  for  the  stores  at  Friend's  in  Chesterfield. 
He  will  not  be  able  to  procure  wagons  to  transport  the  oflicers'  Baggage 
at  Wmsburg,  unless  he  has  power  to  impress  them,  and  is  furnished  with 
men  to  guard  them  afterwards.  As  the  Enemy  are  on  board  their  ships, 
he  suggests  that  it  will  be  inexpedient  to  engage  too  many  "Expresses'" 
until  their  destination  be  known. 
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Brig:  Genl:  Edward  Stevens  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

July  24th 
Major  Hardeman  of  the  militia,  "an  exceeding  active,  good  officer''  Camp  Mal- 
and  who  is  "arranged  in  ye  State  Eegiment  under  Col:  Dabney,"  but      ^^'"°     ^  ^ 
with  inferior  rank,  can  do  more  service  in  his  present  position — He 
therefore  hopes  he  may  not  be  deprived  of  his  services — continues — The 
Militia  is  exceedingly  Badly  off  for  musick.     there  is  not  a  Drum  among 
them.    And  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  duty  without,  not  only  that, 
but  at  times  gives  fresh  spirits  to  Troops,  and  spurs  up  an  emulation 
among  them,  which  is  always  productive  of  much  good  in  an  Army — 
If  we  could  be  furnished  with  only  half  a  dozen  for  ye  present  it  would 
be  of  infinite  service, — If  a  Travelling  Forge  could  be  procured  for  ye 
use  of  ye  militia,  it  would  be  exceeding  serviceable,  by  having  ye  Arms 
of  ye  militia  Keeped  in  repair  as  ye  most  triffling  defect  in  a  Locke 
renders  it  unfitt  for  service  "  &c. 

With  sentiments  of  Respect  I  am,  Sii-, 
'    Tour  most  obt  and  very  humble  Servt.  . 


N.  HoBSON  Co.  Lieut  :  &  others  to  Col  :   Wm.   Da  vies — in  reply  to    July  24th 
his  Circular  Letter  of  the  15th. 

They  find  it  impossible  to  arm  one  seventh  of  the  Militia;  such  have  Lunenhurg 
been  the  draughts  of  arms,  that  there  are  not  remaining  "ten  fire-locks 
fit  for  use  in  the  County ;  nor  are  there  as  many  pounds  of  ammunition 
of  any  Kind — They  have  repeatedly  had  the  mortification  to  make  this 
apology  for  not  complying  with  the  demands  of  the  Executive— The 
force  of  the  County,  by  last  returns,  "amounts  to  382  militia,  of  whom 
86  are  now  in  service,  and  a  relief  of  34,  just  marched" — They  have  on 
hand  a  considerable  quantity  of  grain  collected,  and  thirty  beeves,  which 
will  soon  be  consumed  by  the  Troops  on  their  march  Southward,  going 
that  way.  Col :  Brown  had  sent  ninety  of  their  beeves  to  the  Army — 
Their  largest  "magazine  of  grain  was  destroyed  by  Col:  Tarleton"— 
The  difficulty  of  making  a  correct  return  of  the  provisions  collected, 
arises  from  the  fact  that  one  of  the  Co.  Commissaries  is  a  prisoner  with 
the  enemy  having  refused  to  take  a  parole,  and  the  other  declines  to  give 
information,  because  he  is  paroled  by  them — Col:  Brown  should  be 
informed  of  this  state  of  things. 


J.  Jones,  J.  Madison,  Theo.  Bland  and  Ed:  Eandolph,  Delegates,    July  24th 

TO  GovR  Nenson. 
"Sir, 

Although  your  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Philadelphia 
State  has  not  been  officially  announced,  private  communications  will  not 
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1781.  allow  us  to  doubt  the  fact,  or  any  longer  delay  presenting  your  Bxcel- 
July  24th  lency  our  congratulations  on  the  occasion,  and  to  assure  you,  we  shall 
be  happy  in  contributing  what  lies  in  our  power  towards  rendering  your 
administration  agreeable  to  yourself  and  beneficial  to  the  public — With 
this  view  and  that  you  may  be  fully  and  regularly  informed  of  public 
transactions  and  occurrences,  we  have  determined  to  make  a  weekly 
communication,  as  well  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  necessary  for 
your  information,  as  of  such  foreign  and  domestic  intelligence  as  may 
deserve  attention,  and  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  divulge — In  return  we 
request  a  similar  correspondence  on  the  part  of  the  Executive,  not 
merely  for  our  private  gratification,  but  principally  to  enable  us  more 
effectually  to  execute  the  duties  of  our  Appointment. 

The  offer  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia,  to  settle  the  disputes  between  the 
States  of  Holland  and  Great  Britain  has  been  rejected  on  the  part  of  the 
Court  of  London,  and  referred  over  to  a  general  pacification. 

No  doubt  you  have  heard  of  the  extraordinary  capitulation  agreed  to 
by  the  Spanish  Commander,  on  the  reduction  of  Pensacola,  whereby  the 
Prisoners  captured  there,  were  allowed  to  be  sent  to  any  British  Post, 
Jamaica  and  St.  Augustine  excepted,  and  that  General  Campbell  has 
made  choice  of  New  York — ,  at  which  place  a  part  of  them,  we  are 
informed,  have  already  arrived,  and  will  no  doubt  be  employed  in  defence 
of  that  Port. 

Mr.  Boudinot,  a  member  from  the  State  of  N.  Jersey,  read  us  a  Letter 
yesterday,  received  from  a  friend  in  Elizabeth  Town  dated  the  20th 
instant,  informing  him  that  Adml  Digby  had  arrived  at  the  Hook,  with 
five  ships  of  the  line,  and  it  was  said  had  captured  a  Pifty-Gun  Ship  and 
Frigate  of  the  French.  In  this  Squadron,  it  is  said  the  3d  son  of  George 
the  3d  is  arrived  in  the  character  of  Midshipman,  and  that  a  House  was 
taken  for  him  in  New  York  and  preparing  for  his  reception — We  give 
you  this  as  private  intelligence  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  not  yet  authenticated. 

Some  intercepted  Letters  transmitted  us  by  our  Minister  at  the  Court 
of  Versailles  are  ordered  to  be  published — Some  of  them  are  interesting, 
and  others  show  the  continued  delusion  and  foUey  of  the  British  Minis- 
try— the  enclosed  papers  contains  part  of  them,  and  may  serve  to  amuse 
you. 

We  request  to  be  informed  of  the  important  transactions  of  the  last 

Session  of  Assembly  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  particular  what  sum  of 

the  new  emission  of  the   10th  of  March  1780  has  been  issued,  and  on 

what  terms  in  proportion  of  value  to  the  old  Bills — We  are  respectfully 

Sir,  yr:  obed:  Servants." 
(Copy.) 
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John  Watson  to  the  Govbknok,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Willm.  Liqon.  1781.  ■ 

July  25th 

Appointed  a  "Deputy  Commissioner  of  Provisions"  for  Amelia  Co,  a  Prince 
man  of  character,  and  who  has  exerted  himself  in  procuring  Bacon  and  Edward 
other  provisions,  for  which  is  has  became  responsible,  but  who  having 
been  drafted  to  serve  in  the  Militia,  by  reason  of  his  appointment,  had 
failed  to  attend,  and  was  therefore  condemned  to  six  months  service  as 
a  delinquent — Begs  the  necessary  relief  be  furnished  so  true  and  valu- 
able a  man. 


y 


Douglas  Wilkins  to  the  Goveenor.  July  25th 

By  the  Act  of  Assembly  by  which  Brunswick  was  divided  into  two  Greeneville 
Counties,  one  of  which  is  Greeneville,  there  are  no  Commissioned  Offl- 
cers  left,  except  Col:  Fisher,  who  being  captured  and  paroled  cannot 
act — He  therefore  asks  for  two  Colonels'  Commissions,  one  Major's,  six 
Captains,  twelve  Lieutenants  and  six  Bnsigns — There  are  many  men 
who  refuse  to  do  military  duty,  and  they  cannot  be  tried,  because  of  the 
want  of  Com'd  Officers  to  form  a  Court  Martial — They  declare  they  will 
not  serve  unless  forced  to  do  so,  and  others  are  discontented  because 
they  are  not  aiTested.  He  desires  to  know  to  whom  these  men  shall  be 
sent,  when  apprehended — The  people  are  very  much  incensed,  because 
their  horses  are  taken,  without  being  paid  for,  and  many  swear  they 
will  "lose  their  lives  before  they  ever  will  suffer  their  horses  to  be 
taken" — They  complain,  that  it  falls  too  hard  upon  individuals.  They 
are  willing  to  give  up  their  horses,  if  the  Captain  of  a  Company  be  em- 
powered to  raise  the  number  required  out  of  his  own  men.  If  a  man 
gives  up  his  horse,  the  others  should  be  taxed  to  pay  for  him;  and  when 
the  Government  pays  for  the  horse  so  taken,  the  money  should  be 
refunded  to  those  who  had  been  taxed  for  his  purchase — This  method 
will  so  satisfy  the  people,  that  many  horses  may  be  gotten — He  has  two 
hundred  &  eighty  men  enrolled,  but  of  those  only  about  two  hundred 
and  thirty  fit  for  duty.  Under  the  Law,  he  is  required  to  make  a  return 
of  the  number  of  Eegular  Soldiers  in  the  Country,  wounded  and  unfit 
for  duty;  but  he  cannot  find  one  such — Desires  to  know  how  the  people 
are  to  get  their  pay  for  the  "  many  guns  taken  out  of  the  County  for 
the  publick"  as  they  are  ever  after  him  for  the  money. 


Col:  Beverly  Winslow  to  Col:  Davies.  July  25th 

The  reason  why  part  of  the  Militia  are  not  in  the  field,  is  that  he  Spotsylvania 
thought  it  best  to"execute  the  "Draught  for  the  Continental  Service,"         ^°' 
as  it  is  the  only  time  the  Militia  have  been  altogether  in  the  county 
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1781.       since  early  in  March.     That  duty  being  over,  he  will  send  off  one  fourth 
July  25th    of  them  on  Monday  next  to  join  the  Army. 

Having  heard  that  Troops  were  to  be  stationed  at  Fredericksburg  and 
in  the  peninsula  between  the  Potomac  and  Eappahannock,  to  oppose 
any  attempt  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  requests  that  these  be 
assigned  to  this  service— Owing  to  the  late  confusion  &c,  very  little 
clothing  has  been  collected— What  has  been  rec'd  was  given  to  the  Army 
on  its  late  retreat  thro  the  country. 

The  Governor  endorses  the  above.  « The  Militia  from  Spotsylvania 
must  join  the  Marquis*— The  County  Lieutenants  ought  to  be  directed 
not  to  deliver  cloathing  but  by  particular  order  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  War  Oifice,  by  whose  orders  alone,  Military  Stores  of  any  kind  are 
to  be  delivered.  '  ^^^^_  NELSON  Juk." 


July  25th  Bev:  Winslow  to  Gov:  Nelson,  in  behalf  of  two  men,  who  had  been 
sentenced  by  Court  Martial  to  serve  six  months  as  having  been  delin- 
quents. 

Spotsylvania  He  had  sent  one  of  them  to  haul  flour  from  Jordone's  Mill  to  Eaccoon 
Co.  Ford,  when  the  Army  at  that  place  was  out  of  meal ;  and  the  other  had 
been  sent  by  Genl:  Weedon  with  the  guard  over  prisoners  conducted  to 
Staunton— On  this  account  they  should  not  be  punished,  and  as  "the 
power  of  remitting  fines  and  penaltys  is  lodg'd  with  him  alone,"  he  hopes 
he  may  be  excused  for  making  this  appeal. 


July  25th        John  Brown,  C.  Genl:  Provisions,  to  Gov:  Nelson— Eichmond. 

"Sir, 
Camp  Mai-  The  Honourable  Major  General,  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  informs 

vern  Hills  ^^  j^g  ^^g^y  shortly  move  from  this  place  down  the  Country,  wch  will 
increase  the  difficulty  of  conveying  Provisions  to  the  Army,  and  will  in 
consequence  require  a  greater  number  of  waggons,  than  have  hitherto 
been  had  for  that  purpose,  which  the  Marquis  desired  me  to  inform  you 
of — I  am  certain  forty  waggons  will  be  as  small  a  number  as  will  answer 
for  that  purpose ;  our  dependence  for  meal  being  entirely  over,  as  the 
Mills  are  almost  dry,  and  our  Flour  Lies  in  the  Counties  of  Amelia, 
Dinwiddle,  Chesterfield,  Powhattan,  Prince  Edward,  Cumberland  and 
Goochland,  and  will  require  at  least  fifty  Barrells  pr:  Day:  from  which 
your  Excellency  may  readily  see  what  number  of  Waggons  will  be 
wanting  for  that  purpose — It  will  take  at  least  ten  waggons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transporting  the  article  of  spirits  alone. 

*  Then  at  "Malvern  Hills"  below  Richmond. 
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The  business  of  waggoning,  I  consider  as  part  of  the  Quarter  Master  1781. 
General  for  the  Continents'  duty,  and  of  consequence  foreign  to  mine:  July  25tli 
I  have  made  application  to  Major  Claiborne,  relative  thereto,  who  prom- 
ised he  would  look  into  it — The  State  will  loose  considerably,  as  I  can- 
not charge  the  Continent  with  Waggonage — The  enemy  destroyed  a 
quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  at  Daniel  Jones'  Mill,  which  is  all  the  Com- 
missioner informs  me,  he  knows  of  The  Bacon  and  Spirits  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  Eiver  have  all  escaped. 

My  not  having  had  the  small  pox,  prevents  my  waiting  personally  on 
you,  but  as  soon  as  I  can  with  safety,  I  will. 
I  am  Sir,  Your  Excellencies' 

Most  obedient,  very  humble 
Servant." 


David  Eoss  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies.  July  25th 

Soon  after  the  Law  passed  for  raising  two  Legions  for  Genl :  Spots-  Richmond 
wood,  he  received  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  letter  from  the  Genl:  relative  to 
the  Clothing  the  Legions.  He  assured  the  Genl:  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  for  him — The  clothing  purchased  at  South  Quay,  and  the  supply 
that  came  from  Philadelphia  with  the  arms,  would  more  than  have  suf- 
ficed, but  the  former  was  destroyed,  and  the  latter  lodged  at  Hendersons, 
has  been  so  often  removed,  that  he  fears  most  of  it  is  lost.  He  has  lately 
had  several  very  pressing  letters  from  the  Genl :  and  is  at  a  loss  how  to 
answer  them. 

Has  directed  Mr.  Nicolson  to  call  on  him  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia, 
and  had  written  to  him,  that  all  applications  for  clothing  must  come 
through  the  Board  of  War, — and  be  approved  by  the  Executive — The 
Genl:  had  also  written  him  urgently,  in  regard  to  cloth,  Blankets  & 
tents  &c — wants  his  accoutrements  from'  the  northd,  where  he  is  going 
himself,  and  wants  the  clothing  made  up  under  his  own  eye.  He  wishes 
sincerely  all  such  applications  were  made  through  the  proper  channel. 
As  it  is  necessary  to  reply  to  his  letters,  desires  instructions  how  his 
demands  are  to  be  met.  *  *  *  * 

Capt:  Peyton  is  much  in  want  of  funds  to  pay  his  tailors  and  other 
artificers ;  and  to  pay  the  women  in  the  neighborhood  for  making  shirts. 
Major  Pryor  informs  him  by  letter,  he  had  sent  300  stand  of  arms  to 
Carolina  by  orders  of  the  Marquis,  but  does  not  say  whether  they  "the 
State  or  Continental  property." 


32 
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1781.  William  Black  to  the  Goveenok. 

July  25th 

Kichmond  Eequesting  a  "  Flag  of  truce"  to  go  to  Portsmouth,  in  order  to  settle 
an  account  for  wlieat  furnished,  with  "a  certain  Hecter  McAllaster" 
who  had  been  a  merchant  there,  but  had  gone  off  with  Ld:  Dunmore, 
and  is  now  Commissary  of  Prisoners  in  the  British  Army — McAllaster 
had  agreed  to  Settle  with  him  in  hard  money  &c. 


July  25th    Feancs  Willis  Ju'r:  "Major,  Va  L.  Dragoons  to  Brig  G-enl:  Morgan. 

He  thinks  his  men  will  soon  be  ready,  if  an  order  can  be  gotten  for 
the  accoutrements  when  they  are  received  at  Winchester.  As  Mr. 
Mcolson  could  not  furnish  the  caps,  he  has  written  to  Fredericktown, 
Maryland  for  them, — and  has  become  personally  responsible  for  the 
amount  of  tobacco  required  to  purchase  them — Hopes  the  Executive 
will  indemnify  him — But  he  sends  an  Express  now  for  a  special  purpose, 
to  inform  him  of  a  late  peiee  of  "attrocious  conduct"  &c.  "The  history 
of  the  matter  is  this,  a  Stallion  was  impressed,  amongst  others,  the  pro- 
perty of  a  Mrs  Hannah — he  had  been  for  some  days  in  the  possession 
of  Lieut :  Throckmorton,  after  midnight  a  party  came  down,  some 
armed  and  some  not,  and  took  the  Horse  out  of  Mr  Throckmorton's 
stable,  no  person  on  the  plantation  being  awake ;  if  such  behaviour  goes 
unpunished,  no  further  orders  for  supplies  need  be  sent  to  this  county. 
I  should  not  have  hesitated  a.  moment  to  have  demanded  to  administer 
the  punishment  so  justly  merited,  but  the  County  Lieutenant,  after 
giveing  Capt:  Armstrong  orders  to  impress,  imbibed  the  doubts  of  some 
leading  men  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county  and  some  few  in  the  lower, 
whether  the  powers  conveyed  in  the  Governor's  letter  wou'd  justify  him 
in  the  measure — This  being  industriously  spread  among  the  people,  and 
Major  Hunter's  attempting  to  raise  a  Volunteer  Troop  of  Horse,  has  I 
beleive  been  the  occasion  of  this  and  many  other  disorders  of  this 
nature.  Capt:  Armstrong  has  been  pursued  with  arms  and  clubs — he 
has  made  way  as  yet,  sometimes  by  disarming  and  drubing  his  opposers, 
at  other  times  when  the  balance  of  power  has  been  unfavourable,  by  an 
honorable  retreat.  I  will  not  venture  to  say,  tho'  its  generally  beleived 
that  Major  Hunter  encourages  this  disorder,  by  declaring  the  Gover- 
nor never  intended,  by  his  instructions  to  the  County  Lieut:  to  have 
Horses  impressed— Colo  Pendleton  frequently  suggests  the  same,  and 
the  Co  Lieutenant  seems  to  be  alarmed,  in  supposition  that  he  has  gone 
too  far."  We  have  nearly  all  our  horses  and  only  wait  for  the  accoutre- 
ments— A  line  from  the  Governor  to  proceed  and  strengthen  our  hands 
with  undoubted  authority  will  soon  bring  us  to  yon  in  a  condition  I 
hope  to  be  serviceable." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  &c." 
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David  Eoss  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

July  25th 
About  two  weeks  ago,  he  had  sent  Mr  Maury  to  the  Northern  Tobacco  Eichmond 
Inspectors,  with  orders  to  ship  400  Hhds :  to  Charlestown,  from  those 
most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  depredations.  And  to  have  all  the  other 
Tobaccoes  removed  to  a  safer  place,  Suggests  the  propriety  of  ordering 
all  the  County  Lieutenants  "where  there  are  publick  Tobaccos,''  to  give 
his  agents  assistance  in  removing  it.  Sends  him  "twelve  sheets  of 
paper  money  amtg:  to  £20160,"  a  little  more  than  4s  mentioned  in  his 
letter. 


William  Davies  to  the  Governor.  July  25i;h 

"Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  inclosed  Letter  from  War  Office 
Mr.  Eoss,  as  far  as  relates  to  General  Spotswood's  cloathing,  the  Saddles 
&c — The  wants  of  the  Continental  Cavalry,  the  nakedness  of  the  infan- 
try, and  destitute  situation  of  the  State  corps  under  Dabney  and  Nelson, 
added  to  the  scarcity,  which  losses  we  have  Sustained,  will  occasion,  all 
dispose  me  to  give  the  preference  to  the  men  who  now  are  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  in  the  field— But  at  all  events  the  irregularity  of  the  mode, 
by  which  General  Spotswood  proposes  to  provide  for  his  men,  is  such 
that  for  my  part  I  never  can  consent  to  it.  If  every  Officer  is  allowed 
to  take  cloth  here,  blankets  there,  and  Saddles  from  another  place,  with- 
out regard  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  other  corps,  there  is  an  end 
to  every  expectation  I  had  formed  of  supplying  them  regularly  and 
equally. 

In  the  corps  of  Cavalry,  by  this  management,  one  oflficer  has  got  all 
the  boots  for  his  men,  another  has  the  breeches,  and  a  third  the  saddles. 
The  same  confusion  will  continue  forever  to  prevail,  if  Genl:  Spotts- 
wood's  mode  of  supply  is  to  be  adopted  or  authorized — I  must  therefore 
solicit  the  authority  of  government  to  justify  me  in  directing  Mr.  Eoss 
to  make  no  appropriation  of  the  clothing  or  materials  for  cloathing, 
intended  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops  without  an  express  order  from 
this  oflBce,  or  from  the  Executive  through  it — Indeed,  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  Mr.  Eoss'  business  at  all,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Genl:  Spotts- 
wood  in  this  aifair — Materials  and  supplies  of  cloathing  go  regularly 
into  Mr.  Armstead's  hands.  Military  stores  into  Capt:  Bohannon's,  and 
so  of  the  other  departments;  the  Commercial  Agent  may  purchase  the 
whole  and  put  them  into  the  possession  of  proper  persons,  but  the  gov- 
ernment directs  the  application.  If  General  Spottswood  chuses  a  par- 
ticular fashion  for  his  uniform,  it  may  be  adopted  either  by  the  artificers 
at  Charlottesville,  or  of  others  at  prices  and  under  the  regulations  which 
Mr.  Armstead  may  think  necessary. 
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1781.  Upon  the  whole,  I  submit  it  to  government  whether  it  will  not  be 

July  25th    proper  that  I  should  ofllcially  request  from  Genl:  Spottswood,  an  exact 
state  of  his  legion,  that  such  directions  may  be  given  as  will  do  him  jus- 
tice and  injure  nobody  else — and  eventually  promote  the  public  benefit, 
which  otherwise  will  infallibly  suffer." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedt  Servt." 


"Circular." 
July  25th    Thos.  M.  Kean  Pres  :  of  Congkess  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Philadelphia  Enclosing  Act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  Inst:  and  another  of  the  24th, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  loan  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  for  "  dis- 
tressed citizens  of  S.  Carolina  &  Georgia  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  Country  and  possessions  by  the  enemy"  and  lately  arrived  in  Phil- 
adelphia. The  money  to  be  returned  by  the  Legislatures  of  these  States, 
so  soon  as  they  are  in  a  condition  for  so  doing — Charitable  donations 
also  to  be  received. 


July  26th  Lt  :  CoL :  E.  Lindsay  to  Govr  Nelson. 

Head  He  has  informed  the  Marquis  that  the  term  of  service  of  the  Albe- 

quarters  mg^j-jg  Militia  has  this  day  expired.  They  were  ordered  to  the  Field  by 
the  late  Governor  to  serve  two  months — Any  laws  or  regulations  which 
may  have  come  in  force  since  that  time  should  not  prevent  their  being 
discharged  at  once — He  is  convinced  Albemarle  will  not  send  out  a  releif 
until  he  shall  return — Since  the  17th  May  last  that  county  has  had  out 
"204  men,  and  a  reinforcement  of  223;"  since  which  a  reinforcement  of 
80  men  has  been  ordered — The  whole  effective  force  according  to  the 
last  return  is  738,  thus  507  men  have  been  ordered  out,  when  there  were 
actually  204  in  the  field — Under  the  circumstances  he  does  not  think  a 
"releif"  should  at  this  time  be  required  of  them. 


July  26th  Brig:  Genl:  Eo:  Lawson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Prince  Ed-  The  Orders  which  have  reach'd  this  County  for  one  fourth  of  the 

ward  Co.  Militia  to  march  to  General  Greene's  army,  came  to  hand  the  24th  Inst 
only.  I  find  from  those  Orders  that  Government  expects  that  the 
County  Lieutenants  will  be  able  to  arm  &  equip  the  men  order'd  out  on 
this  occasion. 

As  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  sound  policy  of  supporting  the 
General's  operations  in  that  quarter,  and  which  cannot  well  be  done 
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without  a  speedy  reinforcement  from  this  State,  and  as  I  find  that  this       1781. 
reinforcement  must  go  from  the  Southern  Counties,  I  beg  leave  to  state     July  26th 
to  your  Excellency  some  difficulties  at  present  inseparable  from  this 
business,  and  which  will  certainly  retard,  if  not  destroy  the  under- 
■  taking — ^provided  early  measures  are  not  taken  to  remove  them  as  eflfec- 
tually  as  possible. 

It  is  not  practicable  for  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Militia  to 
arm  &  equip  the  number  of  men  called  for,  under  the  greatest  exertions 
they  may  make — The  arms  are  not  attainable  through  this  channel — 
The  Individuals  formerly  possessing  arms  have  been  so  repeatedly  called 
upon  to  deliver  them  up  on  sudden  &  great  emergencies  of  the  State; 
&  complying  with  those  demands  are  truly  (a  few  instances  excepted) 
without  private  arms,  for  when  they  were  taken  out  of  the  possession 
of  the  owners,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  different  men,  it  has  happened 
too  frequently  that  they  have  never  been  returned,  and  thus  the  Indi- 
vidual, as  well  as  the  publick  sustains  a  manifest  injury.  I  venture  not 
this  opinion  on  vague  report — the  reality  of  the  thing  itself  is  strongly 
impress'd  on  my  recollection. 

When  Government  call'd  for  the  Militia  from  these  Counties,  to  join 
the  Marquis,  at  the  time  Cornwallis  form'd  the  junction  with  Phillips,  it 
became  my  duty  to  hasten  their  march,  and  to  get  into  the  field  the 
quota  call'd  for  from  each  county — but  not  more  than  Jd  march'd ;  and 
this  was  owing  to  the  actual  want  of  arms  to  put  into  their  hands.  I 
hope  it  is  in  the  power  of  Government  to  remove  this  difficulty  by 
furnishing  arms  &c — but  even  then  I  fear  the  number  expect'd  will  not 
March  in  a  short  time. 

At  the  particular  request  of  the  Marquis,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  the  People  in  this  quarter  on  the  occasion  & 
have  endeavor'd  to  accelerate  their  march  but  I  find  from  very  good 
information  that  the  idea  of  such  a  lengthy  march  distresses  them 
greatly.  They  also  complain  of  inequality  in  performing  this  service — 
indeed  I  must  own  to  your  Excellency  that  I  conceive  too  much  justice 
in  this  objection.  They  are  call'd  upon,  it's  true  to  serve  only  two 
months  from  the  time  of  their  joining  the  Southern  Army — but  the  fact 
is  so  striking  that  it  will  take  them  more  than  four  months  to  get  there 
&  back  to  their  Homes,  that  the  conclusion  drawn  is  this — that  they 
have  credit  only  for  performing  a  tour  of  duty  with  the  bulk  of  the 
militia,  altho'  it  takes  them  five  months  nearly  to  perform  it  in,  when 
those  who  Stay  within  the  State  perform  their  tour  within  the  compass 
of  three  months  at  most — many  in  much  less  time — The  circumstance 
of  their  pay  has  not  the  supposed  weight  in  removing  this  objection — 
indeed  few  go  out  with  the  militia,  that  make  the  pay  any  way  an  object. 
I  am  confident  that  if  something  could  be  done  to  make  them  conceive 
this  service  more  equal,  it  would  have  a  happy  effect — I  presume  not  to 
suggest  to  Your  Excellency  the  mode  of  effecting  this. 
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1781.  It  is  a  fact  which  I  think  it  wrong  to  conceal  from  your  Excellency, 

July  26th  that  several  of  the  militia  who  are  eall'd  upon,  have  openly  avow'd  it  as 
their  determination  to  serve  as  six  months'  men  within  the  State,  rather 
than  perform  this  service.  The  horrors  of  the  Southern  climate  are  so 
strongly  magnify'd  &  the  fatigues  of  marching  so  seriously  impress'd 
on  their  minds,  that  few  considerations  could  induce  them  to  engage  in 
the  undertaking  with  alacrity. 

I  have  too  much  cause  to  fear  that  these  are  unquestionable  facts, 
which  it  is  probable  would  have  reach'd  the  Executive,  when  the  evil 
had  existed  too  long  to  be  remedied  in  such  time  as  to  preserve  the  idea 
of  supporting  General  Green."  *  ^  * 

"  It  is  also  necessary  to  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  several  of  these 
Counties  have  sent  down  the  greater  part  of  their  men  design'd  to  releif 
those  who  have  been  already  in  the  field.  &  the  commanding  officers 
would  gladly  know  how  to  act  in  such  case. 

Punishments  would  be  more  frequently  impos'd  on  the  delinquent 
militia  by  the  sentences  of  the  County  Courts  Martial  wei-e  the  late  act 
of  Assembly  publish'd  &  sent  to  the  respective  counties. 

I  trust  Sir,  you'll  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  me  for  troubling  you  with 
these  remarks — as  I  am  fully  confident  that  you  are  not  a  stranger  to 
the  motive  that  actuates  me  on  the  subject. 

I  wish  also  to  remark,  that  the  Southern  Counties  have  sent  their 
militia  to  South  Carolina  on  four  different  occasions,  &  have  nevertheless 
done  equal  duty  in  the  State  with  these  Northern  Counties,  who  have 
not  been  thus  eall'd  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 
Sentiments  of  respect — Sir, 

Yr:  Excellency's  mo:  obet:  &  very 
humble  Servant. 


July  26th  Capt  :  Hamilton  to 


"I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  want  of  the  carriages  for  the  Boats  is 
likely  to  prove  fatal  to  the  operations  of  the  Army  &  wish  sincerely  that 
it  was  in  my  power  to  furnish  them,  but  from  what  I  have  told  you 
repeatedly  in  my  letters  on  this  subject,  you  could  not  expect  them  to 
be  ready  for  service  'til  the  fall."  *  *     '  * 

"I  have  not  only  confided  in  what  the  Superintendant  of  Artifices  has 
told  me,  but  have  made  enquiry  of  people  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
business  &  they  all  agree  that  it  would  be  entirely  useless  to  attempt  the 
making  of  any  until  the  wood  be  sufficiently  seasoned." 


OALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES. 


255 


Thos :  Clayton  informs  the  Governor,  of  his  appointment  under  Mr.       1781. 
Nicholas  Payne,  to  collect  and  foward  beeves;  but  his  assistant  having    July  26th 
been  drafted  in  the  militia,  he  can  do  little  without  other  help  &c.  Spotsylvania 


Col:  Wm.  Preston  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 


July  26th 


His  Letter  by  Express,  of  the  15th  inst:,  requiring  a  seventh  part  of  Montgomery 
the  militia  of  that  County  under  proper  Officers  to  march  to  the  assist- 
ance  of  Genl:  Greene,  was  rec'd  the  day  before — Orders  were  immedi- 
ately given  for  the  Officers  and  men  to  rendezvous  at  or  near  the  Lead 
Mines  on  the  tenth  of  next  month  fully  prepar'd  for  that  duty.  But  he 
is  sorry  to  inform  him  that  from  the  present  situation  of  the  county  the 
number  of  men  required  will  not  probably  be  raised — continues  '-There 
are  four  or  five  Companies  along  our  Frontier  that  lays  so  much  exposed 
to  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages,  that  I  cannot  attempt  to  draw  a  man 
from  thence,  as  the  Indians  seldom  fail  to  come  in  about  the  season  these 
men  will  be  absent:  Add  to  this  that  more  than  one  half  of  our  Militia 
are  disaifected,  and  can  by  no  means  be  drawn  out  to  serve  against  the 
Common  Enemy,,  and  those  who  wishes  well  to  the  American  Cause 
have  been  harrassed  with  Duty,  while  numbers  of  the  others  have  been 
skulking  in  the  mountains;  and  indeed  were  those  drawn  off,  there  is 
but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  an  Insurrection.  It  is  what  I  have 
long  dreaded.  However  nothing  in  my  person  shall  be  wanting  to  send 
out  the  number  demanded."  *  *  * 

I  am  with  very  great  Esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  Obed:  &  very  hble  Servt." 


GovR  Nelson  to  the  Va  Delegates  in  Congres.  July  26th 

"Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  2l8t  Instant,  since  when,  the  Enemy  Elchmond 
have  embark'd  part  of  their  Troops,  and  have  fallen  down  to  Hampton 
Eoad.  Whether  they  mean  to  operate  up  Chesapeake  and  its  Elvers  is 
uncertain,  but  I  am  rather  inclin'd  to  think  they  will  proceed  to  New 
York,  the  winds  .having  been  fair  for  them  to  have  gone  up  the  Bay, 
which  they  have  hitherto  declin'd — A  party  landed  at  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, where  they  remain'd  only  a  few  hours — It  is  to  be  fear'd  they  may 
attempt  to  repair  that  Fort,  which,  should  they  effect  it  (and  without 
naval  assistance  we  cannot  prevent  it)  will  be  to  this  State  a  ruinous 
measure,  as  by  having  a  .post  there,  with  a  ship  or  two,  they  will  effec- 
tually keep  possession  of  this  Eiver  and  Fork,  and  prevent  any  ships 
rendering  assistance  to  our  Troops,  should  an  attack  on  Portsmouth  be 
thought  practicable.  You  are  the  best  Judges  whether  naval  assistance 
can  be  obtained.     It  is  impossible  to  prevent  their  effecting  this  work 
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1781.       because  our  Troops  will  be  oblig'd  to  pass  along  a  narrow  sand  beach, 
July  26th    that  may  be  guarded  on  one  side  by  their  Ships  and  on  the  other  by 
their  Gun  boats  and  Gallies. 

The  more  I  reflect  on  the  Eesolve  of  Congress,  respecting  the  Bermu- 
dians,  the  greater  my  concern  is,  well  knowing  that  from  them  we  had 
the  only  prospect  of  supplying  this  State  with  the  necessary  article  of 
Salt.  The  distresses  that  some  Individuals  have  lately  experienced  by 
the  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  when  joined  to  the  impossibility  of  procu- 
ring so  essential  an  article,  will  I  fear,  create  great  uneasiness  in  some 
parts  of  this  State.  Our  Situation  is  very  different  from  Eastern  and 
Northern  States.  Their  trade  free,  busy  and  extensive,  they  can  pro- 
cure that  article  with  certainty— Our  Ports  are  totally  blockt  up:  Were 
they  even  at  this  time  open,  we  should  have  but  few  advantages  from 
Trade,  all  the  vessels  in  the  State  having  been  destroy'd  by  the  Enemy, 
So  that  unless  Salt  can  be  brought  to  us,  which  we  expected  the  Bermu- 
dians  would  do  for  Corn,  we  shall  be  in  horrid  distress. 

But  it  is  needless  to  enlarge  further  on  this  Subject  to  you  who  from 
your  knowledge  of  our  situation,  must  be  fully  sensible  of  all  the  bad 
consequences  of  this  determination  of  Congress." 


July  26th  GovR  JSTelson  TO  CoL :  JosiAH  Parkeb.  * 

"Dear  Sir, 

Kichmond  When  your  Letter  came  to  Eichmond  I  was  absent  and  it 

being  mixt  with  many  others  that  I  had  not  time  to  look  over,  I  did  not, 
when  Mr.  Pierce  went  from  hence  know  that  there  was  one  from  you. 
The  late  very  critical  Season  of  the  year  has  prevented  the  Marquis 
reinforcing  you,  as  could  have  been  wish'd — I  felt  much  for  you,  and  the 
Country  under  your  immediate  command,  but  circumstances  rendered 
support  impracticable.  Were  the  means  of  defending  the  Country  equal 
to  my  inclinations  to  protect  it,  not  a  spot  should  be  subject  to  British 
depredations,  but  wo  must  make  use  of  the  abilities  we  have,  and  lament 
that  thej'^  are  not  more  adequate  to  the  purpose. 

I  am  sincerely  concerned  at  the  unhappy  misfortunes  that  has  befallen 
Capt :  ITott.  He  was  a  firm  Whig,  and  an  active,  spirited  ofiieer,  whose 
death  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  friends  of  America,  in  that  part  of  the 
Country.  The  Yillian  who  murdered  him,  I  hope,  will  meet  Avith  a  pun- 
ishment equal  to  the  horrid  crime  ho  committed.  By  a  Law  pass'd  the 
last  Session  of  Assembly,  the  Commanding  Officer  was  im"powered  to 
declare  Martial  Law,  agreeable  to  the  Continental  Articles  of  War, 
within  20  miles  of  our  camp,  and  within  the  same  distance  of  the  Ene- 
my's— The  Marquis  was  furnish'd  with  this  Law,  and  proclaim'd  it  in 
general  Orders,  which  I  shall  transmit  to  j'ou. 

*  This  letter  is  in  the  rough  draft,  not  signed  by  the  Governor,  but  evidently  in 
reply  to  Ool:  Parker's  of  the  29th  June  1781. 
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I  am  well  pleas'd  with  your  answer  to  the  feeble  menaces  of  the  Enemy  1781. 
respecting  Butler.  Pray  send  me  the  names  of  the  disaffected  in  the  July  26th 
Counties  below,  that  proper  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent  their 
doing  further  injuries  to  the  State.  The  Commissary  General  will  be 
directed  to  pay  proper  attention  to  your  Troops  to  keep  them  well  sup- 
plied with  provisions — I  should  approve  of  Mr.  Pierce  much,  to  act  in 
the  department  of  Commissary,  and  will  recommend  him,  but  we  must 
have  one  principal  to  look  to,  and  he  has  hitherto,  made  the  appoint- 
ments. As  soon  as  we  can  procure  a  supply  of  money  from  Charlottes- 
ville, from  whence  we  have  not  yet  remov'd  the  Treasury,  your  Quarter 
Master  shall  be  supplied  with  a  sum  for  current  exigencies. 

Tour  letter  of  the  24th  was  delivered  to  me  to  day,  by  Capt:  Brown. 
I  am  greatly  concern'd  at  your  losses  this  invasion,  and  am  sorry  to  hear 
that  you  propose  to  leave  us.  Much  as  I  wish  you  to  continue  in  the 
field,  I  cannot  insist  on  a  measure  that  may  interfere  so  greatly  with 
your  private  Interest.  At  the  same  time  I  assure  you  that  your  County 
will  sensibly  feel  the  want  of  your  services  in  the  field." 


Col:  Wm.  Da  vies  to  .  July  26th 

"Sir, 

The  critical  situation  of  the  Counties  of  the  Northern  Neck,  espe-  "War  Office 
cially  at  this  period  when  there  is  some  reason  to  apprehend  a  move- 
ment of  the  Enemy  up  Potomac,  has  induced  Government  to  direct  the 
whole  of  their  militia,  below  the  ridge,  to  hold  themselves  in  constant 
readiness  for  an  immediate  call;  nor  is  there  to  be  any  draft  from  them 
for  the  Marquis'  Army,  except  only  from  the  Counties  of  Culpeper,  Fau- 
quier, and  Loudon,  who  are  required  by  regular  rotation  to  Keep  a 
fourth  of  their  militia  under  him,  till  further  Orders.  In  a  letter  from 
Colo  Lee  of  Westmoreland,  enclosing  a  representation  of  the  Field  OfB- 
eers,  he  suggests  a  request  that  you  might  be  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand in  that  part  of  the  Country,  so  long  as  there  is  cause  of  appre- 
hension of  a  visit  from  the  enemy.  Having  no  authority  to  direct  the 
duties  of  Brigadier  General  Weedon,  who  acts  under  the  orders  of  the 
Marquis,  and  being  desirous  to  concur  with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  the 
government  agree  to  the  request,  and  I  have  it  in  Command  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council,  to  signify  to  you  his  desire  that 
you  accordingly  take  the  charge  of  the  defence  and  military  conduct  of 
the  militia'  of  the  Northern  Neck,  as  far  as  government  has  directed 
them  be  called  forth,  subject  however  to  the  orders  of  such  Senior  oflS- 
cers,  as  may  be  hereafter  appointed  to  the  Command,  Should  it  so  hap- 
pen. For  the  better,  and  more  effectual  defence  of  that  part  of  the  Coun- 
try the  government  are  willing  that  one  thousand  stand  of  the  arms 
lately  arrived  from  Philadelphia  should  be  appropriated,  and  so  much 
ammunition  as  may  be  necessary, 
33 
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1781.  I  observe  in  a  return  of  the  State  Arms  coining  on  from  Philadelphia, 

July  26th  that  275  muskets  and  104  bayonets  are  lodged  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
841  Muskets  and  465  Bayonets  at  Fauquier  Court  House.  This  would 
make  more  than  the  number  allowed  by  116 — At  Noland's  there  are  920 
muskets  and  486  bayonets.  Those  added  to  the  275  at  Fredericksburg 
are  too  many  by  195 — As  those  at  Fauquier  are  so  much  farther  ad- 
vanced into  the  country  than  those  at  Roland's,  I  would  prefer  the  allot- 
ment of  the  latter,  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Neck,  as  it  will  be  a 
great  means  of  getting  them  brought  fowards.  Those  at  Fauquier  as 
well  as  the  195  surplus  must  then  move  below  the  ridge  towards  James 
Elver"  &c — I  have  wrote  to  Oapt  Bohannon,  State  Commissary  of  Mili- 
tary Stores,  particularly  on  the  subject." 


July  26th  Ben:  C.  Waller  to  Col:  James  Innes. 

"Williamsb'g  In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  "the  Militia  of  this 
City  have  respectively  been  warned  in,"  but  only  four  or  five  have 
appeared.  The  "present  situation  of  the  Place  with  respect  to  the 
Small  Pox"  has  caused  this  small  number  to  meet,  and  many  of  the 
Inhabitants  who  have  been  inoculated  will  not  be  fit  for  service  for  some 
time.  All  the  militia  of  the  city  have  been  paroled  by  the  enemy  except 
about  ten  or  twelve — the  privates  consider  themselves  in  the  same  cate- 
gory with  the  officers  who  are  paroled,  and  as  those  will  not  act,  they 
observe  the  same  course.  The  Proclamation  in  regard  to  paroles  cannot 
be  carried  into  effect,  but  it  should  be  attempted  at  once — As  Col :  Dixon 
refuses  to  act,  Major  Southall  being  absent  and  Capt:  -Harwood  also 
refusing  to  act,  he  is  taking  steps  to  carry  out  the  Governor's  orders, 
but  when  Major  Southall  returns,  he  of  course  will  take  rank. 


July  27th  Governor  Thos.  Nelson  Jtjr  :  to  Genl  Washington.  " 

"Dear  Sir, 
Bichmond  As  a  bad  apology  would  be  worse  than  none,  I  will  not 

attempt  to  make  any  for  my  long  silence,  but  rely  on  your  goodness  to 
pardon  it.  It  is  probable  that  you  may  have  heard  of  the  high  honor 
my  Country  have  confer'd  on  me,  by  electing  me  to  govern  them,  at  this 
critical  period.     To  have  declined  the  appointment  might  have  indicated 

*  There  is  no  address  to  this  letter  and  it  is  without  signature:  but  the  reference 
made  in  it  to  the  sending  of  the  Marquis,  establishes  the  fact  that  it  is  addressed  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  by  whose  order  Lafayette  was  sent  to  Virginia  early  in 
1781 ;  and  the  autograph  must  be  Nelson's,  in  as  much  as  he  speaks  of  himself  as 
having  just  been  made  Governor  of  Virginia. 
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timidity.     I  therefore  accepted  it,  with  a  determination  to  exert  every       1781. 
power  that  I  possess'd,  to  give  energy  to  Government,  and  security  to    July  27th 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  State. 

The  very  extraordinary  manuvre  of  Lord  Cornwallis  into  this  coun- 
try, and  his  runing  up  &  down  thro'  different  parts  of  it,  will  I  suppose 
make  a  great  noise  in  Europe.  But  when  the  Geography  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  its  circumstances  are  known,  I  flatter  myself  the  British  Com- 
manders will  not  have  acquir'd  so  much  military  fame,  nor  we  shall  suf- 
fer so  much  disgrace  as  may  at  first  be  attributed  to  both.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  every  Invasion  our  force  is  inconsiderable,  but  rather  than  make 
no  appearance  of  opposition,  we  take  the  field  with  the  few  we  can  col- 
lect. The  enemy,  superior  to  us  in  appointment  and  numbers,  with  the 
assistance  of  their  ships,  make  good  their  landing  where  they  please. 
Seldom  at  the  place  where  they  expect  opposition,-  generally  above  us, 
which  obliges  us  to  move  after  them,  either  to  avoid  our  retreat  being 
cut  off,  or  to  hang  on  their  rear,  or  flanks — if  they  expect  the  latter  they 
may  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  from  which  the  force,  tho' 
small,  is  collected — They  never  have  indicated  an  inclination  to  fight, 
not  even  Lord  Cornwallis — Tarlton,  by  sudden  incursions  into  those 
parts  of  the  country  that  he  knew  were  not  in  arms,  has  collected  a 
number  of  Horses,  that  have  enabled  him  to  run  about,  paroling  citizens, 
whom  he  has  taken  in  their  Beds — Lord  Cornwallis  has  march'd  thro' 
the  Carolinas,  and  part  of  Yirginia,  which  may  give  him  great  eclat,  but 
as  soon  as  we  collected  such  a  force  as  would  enable  us  to  oppose  him, 
he  faced  about,  and  retreated  with  the -greatest  precipitation — That  they 
have  done  great  injury  both  public  and  private,  is  certain,  but  I  have 
this  consolation,  that  he  is  further  from  the  Conquest  of  Virginia  than 
when  he  enter'd  it.  I  do  not  beleive  ten  men  have  join'd  him,  which 
must  mortify  him  not  a  little — They  have  made  Whigs,  of  Tories. 

Ton  could  not  have  made  the  Militia  of  Virginia  happier  than  by 
sending  the  Marquis  to  take  the  command  here ;  they  have  great  confi- 
dence in  his  bravery  and  conduct.  The  private  citizens  are  no  less 
pleas'd  with  his  affability  and  great  regard  for  their  civil  rights,  and 
attention  to  the  preservation  of  their  property.  His  character  is  held 
in  the  highest  estimation  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State" —  * 
must  be  a  mortification  to  him.  The  spirit  of  the  people  is  higher  than 
it  has  been  some  months  past.  I  will  not  engage  more  of  your  time, 
than  to  assure  you,  that  the  greatest  happiness  of  my  life  will  be  to  con- 
tribute towards " 


Col  :  Chr  Senp  to  Gov  Nelson.  July  27th 

"Sir, 

As  probably  our  Army  will  move  in  such  a  Part  of  the  Country    Eichmond 
where  a  great  deal  of  Pioneer  worck  will  be  wanted  and  the  few  regu- 
lar Soldiers  will  have  much  Duty,  and  the  Militia  not  very  fond  of  such 
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1781.       a  kind  of  "Worck,  it  will  become  necessary  that  Fifty  or  Sixty  Ifegroes 

July  27th    should  be  provided  as  Pioniers  for  the  Army  during  such  a  time — ^And 

as  the  Pub  is  at  present  not  provided  with  the  necessary  tools,  every 

negro  who  is  to  go,  may  come  provided  from  his  Plantation  with  one 

Ax  and  one  Spade,  Hoe  or  Shovel."  *  *  * 

"And  as  in  a  few  days  these  negroes  will  be  wanted,  the  most  expe- 
ditious Way,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  would  be  to  send  an  Order  to  the 
Comanding  Oflacers  of  the  Militia  from  the  nearest  Counties,  which  are 
at  present  in  Camp,  to  join,  to  propose  to  their  men,  that  those  who 
furnish  a  Negro,  is  to  have  fourlogh  from  Camp  as  many  Days  as  the 
Negroe  is  employ'd  as  Pionier.  And  as  allways  a  covering  Party  will  be 
with  the  Negroes  when  at  Worck,  there  will  be  no  danger  of  their  run- 
ning away. 

The  Marquis  Payette  is  likewise  very  desirous  of  having  two  18- 
pounder  Cannon  got  ready  to  be  placed  at  Hoods,  for  the  first  Beginning, 
as  soon  as  the  Army  will  be  able  to  move. 

Of  Course  the  Worck  of  Hoods  should  be  continued,  for  which  the 
Labourers  as  soon  as  possible,  should  be  ordered  from  the  County  of 
Prince  George,  and  come  likewise  provided  with  the  tools,  as  above 
mentioned,  and  the  more  Labourers,  the  sooner  the  Worck  will  be 
flnish'd — One  of  the  Mortars  and  two  of  the  Brass  Bight-pounders,  if  to 
be  found,  would  be  of  very  great  service  with  the  Army. 

If  no  Artillery  Officer  is  present  to  take  the  Inspection  over  these 
Canons,  to  see  them  put  in  Order,  I  willfully,  will  do  any  thing  what 
lays  in  my  Power  to  see  it  done,  for  which  I  wait  for  Tour  Excelly's 
Orders. 

As  soon  as  any  Batteaux  are  finish'd,  the  Marquis  wishes  to  have  them 
transported  in  waggons  near  to  the  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  Eespect 

and  the  highest  Bstime  &c." 


July  27th  T.   BeNTLET   TO   THE   GoVERNOK. 

Eichmond  Urging  the  settlement  of  his  claim :  is  willing  to  take  Tobacco  at  pre- 
sent prices,  having  goods  which  he  cannot  redeem  in  any  other  way. 
As  his  stay  in  Eichmond  is  attended  with  great  expense,  begs  Mr.  Eoss 
may  receive  such  orders  from  the  Executive  as  will  enable  him  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  where  alone  he  can  make  such  negotiations  with  the 
Tobacco,  as  will  afford  him  relief 


OALEIJDAE  OP  STATE  PAYEES.  261 


Co. 


Col:  John  Jones  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

July  27th 
Informing  him  of  a  massage  received  from  Gov:  Burke  of  N.  Carolina,  Brunswick 
desiring  his  co-operation  with  the  militia  of  the  County,  in  defending 
the  Fords  of  the  Dan  and  Stanton  Eiyors  against  the  Enemy — Also  of 
Orders  from  Col :  Davies,  to  send  one  fourth  the  militia  to  the  field  at 
once.  Adds  "Col:  Tarlton  pass'd  through  our  County  last  week  on  his 
return  to  Portsmouth,  and  distressed  the  inhabitants  greatly" — He  has 
upwards  of  six  hundred  militia,  but  not  fifty  guns  in  the  County,  they 
having  been  impressed  from  time  to  time  for  public  use.  If  he  can  get 
a  few  arms  he  can  "prevent  the  enemy  from  plundering  as  they  pass" — 
He  will  send  out  the  "one  fourth"  the  militia  as  soon  as  practicable,  and 
assures  him,  if  they  can  get  arms  they  will  behave  well." 


Col  :  Christ'n  Pebiqer  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies.  July  27th 

Prom  Eichmond,  he  went  to  Goochland  C.  House,  but  found  upon  Carter's 
examination,  the  situation  would  not  answer  the  purpose  intended.     He  iierry 

and  Capt:  Drew  have  been  down  to  reconnoitre  the  "old  Courthouse" 
and  find  buildings  sufficient  for  Commissary,  Quarter  Masters  and  other 
Stores,  and  "  about  400  from  it,  fronting  James  Eiver  there  is  an  Airy 
Eidge  of  Land  well  timbered  which  will  answer  for  Barracks  " — Water 
is  plenty  and  good — It  is  not  a  good  military  position,  but  can  be  made 
a  good  place  of  rendezvous,  and  post  of  defence — Provisions  and  Grain 
plenty  in  the  Country,  but  grass  rather  scarce — There  are  now  employed 
at  Col:  James'  upwards  of  thirty  Artificers  building  boats — Hopes  when 
they  are  done,  they  may  be  employed  to  put  up  some  Log-barracks  for 
the  Officers,  and  repair  a  house  and  barn  for  a  hospital.  Asks  for  a  plan 
of  the  post  at  Chesterfield  C.  House — also  for  instructions  in  regard  to 
the  drafting  and  recruiting  services  &c.  The  Baron  had  first  ordered 
him  from  Malvern  Hills  to  Eichmond;  since  that  time  he  has  been  riding 
every  Day,  and  now  calls  him  to  Charlottesville  for  further  orders.  As 
this  mode  of  life  is  not  only  very  fatiguing  but  very  expensive,  he  desires 
to  know  how  he  can  some  pay  for  himself  and  a  few  men  with  him.  On 
his  return  last  night,  was  seized  with  fever  and  is  now  "  oblig'd  to  go  to 
Bed" — On  the  31st  by  post-cript  he  writes  from  Cumberland  Old  Ct. 
House,  that  he  had  gotten  laid  in  some  beef  and  Plour;  the  men  in  tents 
on  the  hill  referred  to  above,  and  he  quartered  at  the  Ct.  House.  Thinks 
it  impossible  to  "fix  Heth  off  unless  Call  will  take  some  steps  in  the 
matter" — Artillery  men  much  wanted  in  the  Southern  Army,  and  Bags- 
dell  should  go  on  as  soon  as  possible — He  has  written  to  Peyton  to  pro- 
vide clothing  for  them — Asks  the  news,  and  concludes  "health  &  happi- 
ness attend  you,  I  am  yett  very  unwell." 
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1781.  Gaeeet  Vanmetee  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

July  28th 

Hampshire  Upon  receipt  of  his  Letter  by  Mr.  Wodrow,  he  had  sent  by  JSxpress 
^°-  the  Commission  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  to  the  gentlemen  named  in  it,  but 
as  it  has  "fallen  through"  by  their  failure  to  attend  at  the  time  and 
place  designated,  his  Excellency  will  now  judge  what  is  best  to  be  done. 
He  has  discharged  the  Troop  of  Horse,  and  as  their  services  have  been 
considerable,  gives  them  credit  for  a  "tour  of  Duty"  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  from  Gov :  Jefferson — Apologizes  for  not  having  sooner 
answered  his  letter"  of  the  22d  &  23d  ult:,"  but  the  people  were  so  busy 
in  their  harvest,  that  it  was  impossible  to  "get  any  person  to  ride 
Express  so  far,  there  being  no  other  mode  of  conveying  intelligence 
from  this  quarter'' — The  want  of  a  Commissioner  under  the  Provision 
Law  prevents  his  giving  any  idea  of  "the  amount  of  Provisions  in  the 
County  belonging  to  the  public  " — There  is  only  flour  and  wheat,  the 
latter  taken  for  the  Specific  Tax,  and  the  beeves  have  been  consumed  by 
the  militia.  The  people  would  by  no  means  agree  to  go  with  their 
Wagons,  else  he  should  have  sent  several  Loads  of  flour  to  the  Army — 
Some  have  agreed  to  go,  after  harvest  is  ended,  "  but  they  are  reluctant, 
not  knowing  what  compensation  they  are  to  have  for  their  trouble  and 
loss  of  time." 

Concludes  "with  respect  to  the  unhappy  people  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in  the  late  insurrection,  I  did,  in  consequence  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  ult:  send  two  Gentlemen  of  character  to  meet  some  others  from 
the  Counties  of  Augusta  and  Rockingham,  who  as  I  was  informed  had 
similar  instructions  from  you,  to  communicate  the  mild  intentions  of  the 
Executive  towards  these  deluded  people — I  am  happy  in  informing  you 
that  they  have  cheifly,  all  (except  a  few  of  the  ring-leaders)  availed 
themselves  of  your  gracious.ofl'ers  of  Pardon,  and  have  promised  to  con- 
duct themselves  hereafter  as  good  citizens,  a  considerable  number  of 
them  have  joined  the  Army,  and  those  who  are  at  home,  have  faithfully 
promised  to  assist  in  apprehending  the  others  who  yet  remain  obstinate. 
I  feere  this  will  be  difficult  as  they  have  fled  to  the  mountains  and 
cannot  be  easily  taken.  As  the  Commission  has  fell  through  and  as 
it  is  to  be  feared  a  very  considerable  difficulty  may  arise  in  geting  them 
who  were  found  Guilty  by  the  County  Court,  Tried,  could  wish  that  a 
General  Indemnity  might  be  granted  to  the  whole  that  have  surrendered 
including  not  only  those  who  were  set  for  further  Trial,  but  those  who 
were  bound  to  the  Grand  Jury  Court,  as  there  will  be  a  very  striking 
impropriety  in  subjecting  the  latter  to  heavy  fine  &  perhaps  imprison- 
ment, when  they  are  in  all  probability  not  near  so  guilty  as  some  of  those 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  your  offers  contained  in  your' letter  to 
me  of  June  23d.  I  have  therefore  recommended  to  them  to  send  a  Peti- 
tion to  your  Excellency  for  that  purpose,  &  I  hope  it  will  merit  your 
attention. 
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As  to  those  who  remain  obstinate,  I  submit  it  to  your  Excellency's       1781. 
wisdom,  what  you  think  most  proper  to  be  done  with  them."  July  28th 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obet.  Servt." 


CoL :  Wm.  Davies  to  the  GtOVERNOR.  July  28tli 

Having  heard  that  some  of  the  States  stores  were  at  Col :  Friends  in  "War  Office 
Chesterfield,  and  fearing  Tarleton  then  on  his  return  from  Prince  Ed- 
ward Co  might  capture  them,  he  had  ordered  the  Quarter  Master  to 
send  wagons  immediately  for  them,  but,  adds  "to  my  surprise  was 
informed  on  the  return  of  the  wagons  that  the  whole  of  them  had  been 
taken  by  order  of  G-enl :  Wayne."  *  *  * 

"I  have  just  now  received  the  inclosed  papers  from  Mr.  Eoss,  and 
must  beg  the  interposition  of  government  to  put  a  stop  to  such  prac- 
tices. There  is  a  battalion  of  Virginia  Troops  now  suffering  for  shoes ;  ' 
there  are  constant  calls  for  boots  for  our  cavalry,  and  if  any  officer  of 
any  rank  whatever  has  the  right  to  appropriate  the  stores  of  the  State 
at  his  pleasure,  at  a  time  when  our  troops  are  in  want  of  them,  I  think 
our  situation  must  be  truly  deplorable." 


CaPT  :   A.   BoHANNAN   C.   M.   STORES,   TO   CoL :   Davies.  July  28th 

As  ordered,  he  is  about  to  take  the  shortest  rout  to  Noland  Ferry  in  Charlottes- 


order  to  secure  the  mil  stores  at  that  place  &  will  return  by  way  of  Fau- 
quier Co  House  to  Fredericksburg — Thinks  Penn's  Tavern  the  best 
place  for  a  magazine,  on  account  of  the  number  of  houses  there.  Encloses 
a  list  of  articles  needed  for  the  Laboratory — Scissors  and  "  Oulloc" 
knives  much  wanted — He  had  been  obliged  to  borrow  from  Mr.  Foster 
Webb  £2940,  for  the  use  of  his  Department — Hopes  a  Warrant  will  be 
at  once  transmitted  to  that  gentleman,  for  this  amount. 


ville 


Gov:  Nelson  to  "His  Excellency  Thos:  M:  Kean  Prest  of  Congress.    July  28th 

"  Sir, 

I  am  honor'd  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  12th  Inst:  Richmond 
enclosing  an  Act  of  Congress  respecting  French  Sea-men,  to  which  you 
may  be  assured  particular  attention  shall  be  paid — But  from  the  total 
obstruction  of  our  Trade  by  the  British,  I  conceive  there  are  but  very 
few  in  this  State — Before  I  conclude,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  late  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 
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1781.  Thos:  Nelson  Ju'k:  Gov'e  to  Maj'r:  Claiboene  Q.  Mas:  Genl. 

July  28th     "  gjr 

Richmond  The  large  sums  of  money  that  have  been  advanced  to  your  depart- 

ment and  a  requisition  still  for  farther  advances  induce  the  Board  to 
wish  for  a  settlement  of  your  accounts,  that  they  may  judge  of  the 
expenditures.  Mr.  Brown  the  Commissary  General  has  made  a  demand 
for  several  waggons  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  Provisions.  How 
these  waggons  are  to  be  procured,  but  by  impress,  unless  you  can  furnish 
him  I  know  not.  It  will  be  proper  that  the  Executive  befurnish'd  with 
returns  of  the  waggons  you  have  received  from  the  Counties,  that  they 
may  call  on  the  delinquent  counties — There  is  an  absolute  necessity  that 
either  yourself  or  one  of  your  assistants  should  attend  here — We  are 
greatly  at  a  loss  frequently  for  the  want  of  one  or  the  other. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obt.  Servt." 


July  28th  Browne  Price,  C.  Mil  :  Stores — to  Col  :  Davies. 

New  London  He  will  have  as  many  arms  put  in  order  for  the  militia  to  march,  as  he 
can ;  but  is  in  great  want  of  musket  cartridge  paper — Major  Mazuret 
calls  on  him  for  all  the  fixed  ammunition  he  has,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Halifax  old  Court  House,  amounting  to  10  or  12  wagon  loads.  Desires 
to  be  informed,  in  regard  to  the  rumored  removal  of  the  Laboratory 
over  the  mountains  to  Crow's  Perry;  which  place  has  been  mentioned 
by  Col :  Callaway,  altho'  all  the  houses  would  have  to  be  built. 


July  28th  Col  :  Wm,  Preston  to  Govr  Nelson. 

"  Sir, 

***** 

Montgomery      "  This  day  I  was  honoured  with  a  Letter  from  your  Excellency  and  an 
^°-         ofScial  order  from  Col :  Davies,  making  a  requisition  of  one  fourth  of  the 
militia  of  this  County  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  Genl :  Green,  and  to 
continue  two  months  on  duty  after  they  arrive  at  Head  Quarters. 

I  shall  issue  orders  to  the  Officers  this  day,  and  shall  do  every  thing 
within  the  compass  of  my  Power  to  comply  with  the  Demand;  but  I  am 
fully  convinced  it  is  impossible.  In  Peby:  last,  when  the  Enemy  were 
within  a  Day's  Eide  of  the  Lead.  Mines,  I  endeavoured  all  I  could  to 
draw  out  a  Body  of  men  to  oppose  them  &  could  only  raise  about  a  third 
of  our  militia,  at  that  slack  season  of  the  year  and  on  a  short  Tour  of 
Duty.  In  April,  I  rec'd  orders  from  the  late  Governor  to  send  187  men 
to  the  aid  of  General  Greene,  from  which  time  to  the  15th  of  May,  the 
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other  Officers  and  myself  laboured  to  raise  these  men,  but  to  no  purpose.  1781. 
late  in  May,  I  rec'd  another  Order  to  send  these  men,  in  case  they  had  July  28th 
not  marched  Southardly,  down  the  Country  to  oppose  the  Enemy  in  this 
State — I  gave  immediate  Orders  for  this  purpose,  &  then  took  a  ride 
through  the  County  to  enforce  the  orders  and  encourage  the  men  to 
turn  out,  and  all  to  as  little  purpose  as  the  former.  From  these  repeated 
attempts  to  raise  men  this  summer,  your  Excellency  may  readily  Judge 
the  poorness  of  the  prospect  I  have,  of  getting  any  men  to  march  to 
the  Southern  at  this  time. 

The  backwardness  of  our  militia  arises,  in  my  opinion,  from  two 
causes.  The  first  is,  the  Dissaffection  of  more  than  one  half  of  the  Peo- 
ple, which  appears  to  me  to  he  gaining  Ground  every  day.  It  was  so 
great  last  year,  that  heside  what  good  men  J  could  raise  in  this  County, 
I  was  obliged  to  call  for  assistance  from  the  neighbouring  Counties  to 
suppress  an  Insurrection  that  fully  appeared  to  be  impending;  and  hav- 
ing effected  it  at  that  time,  after  spending  above  a  month  in  the  Busi- 
ness, I  don't  beleive  that  one  Proselyte  was  gained — and  I  have  many 
reasons  to  beleive,  that  the  same  part  will  be  to  act  over,  before  the  end 
of  the  Campaign.  The  Tories  cannot  be  drawn  into  the  service  by  any 
means  whatever,  and  the  Whigs  who  would  render  any  service,  are 
afraid  to  leave  their  property  and  Connexions  to  the  mercy  of  the 
former. 

The  second  reason  that  prevents  our  men  from  going  out,  is  the 
exposed  situation  of  our  frontier,  to  the  Savages,  Not  less  than  five  Com- 
panies of  Militia,  live  beyond  the  Mountains  to  the  No'ward  of  the  prin- 
cipal settlement.  These  are,  scattered  amongst  the  mountains  at  least 
Eighty  miles,  and  seldom  fail  to  be  visited  by  Indians,  two  or  three  times 
every  year.  These  Sir,  are  Facts,  which  some  worthy  gentlemen  of 
your  Hon'bl.  Board  are  no  strangers  to ;  and  under  these  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances, I  am  certain  it  is  impossible  for  mo  to  comply  wiXh  the 
Eequisition,  and  indeed,  could  such  .as  are  real  Friends  to  the  Liberties 
of  America,  be  prevailed  on  to  go  into  this  service,  out  of  course,  for  it 
is  they  only  that  have  done  Duty,  I  am  convinced  their  Families  & 
Property  would  suffer.  This  has  been  often  Threatened,  and  these  men 
often  insulted  without  having  it  in  their  Power  to  get  redress,  unless  we 
come  to  blows  &  get  assistance  from  other  Counties. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  detain  your  Excellency  so  long  on  such  a  disagree- 
able subject,  &  therefore  shall  conclude  with  assuring  you,  that  I  shall 
use  every  Exertion  in  Power  to  send  all,  or  part  of  the  men  demanded, 
to  General  Greene,  at  the  same  time  I  have  not  the  most  distant  hopes 
of  success. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obt. 
&  very  humble  Servt." 


34 
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1781.  Col:  Wm.  Pkeston  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

July  28th     "Sir, 
Montgomery  I  wrote  to  you  two  or  three  Days  ago.  by  Lieut :  Bwing  &  enclosed 

°"  a  return  of  the  strength  of  the  Militia  of  this  County.  I  then  promised 
that  I  would  by  the  return  of  the  Express,  inform  you  what  cloathing 
had  been  collected  in  this  County,  for  the  Continental  Army,  but  Mr. 
Calhoune  returning  sooner  than  he  intended,  I  am  not  yet  enabled  to 
make  any  report  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Calhoune  delivered  your  letters  to  me  last  Wednesday  &  without 
loss  of  time  prosecuted  his  Journey  to  Washington :  After  traveling 
about  fifteen  miles,  he  was  informed  at  Colo  Ingle's  that  Col :  Arthur 
Campbell,  the  Lieut :  of  Washington  had  passed  that  place  some  hours 
before  on  his  way  home.  He  then  crossed  New  Eiver  in  the  night,  and 
after  travelling  eight  or  ten  miles,  came  to  a  very  rapid  stream  called 
Peck  Creek  &  not  being  acquainted  with  the  Ford,  his  horse  got  amongst 
the  Eoeks  and  threw  both  himself  and  his  rider — The  Saddle  girth  & 
the  strap  that  fastened  bags,  broke  &  the  bags  wherein  was  your  Letter 
and  many  papers  of  Mr  Calhounes,  was  carried  of  by  the  Stream — Next 
day  he  found  the  bags  in  the  Creek,  but  his  pocket  book  was  lost.  He 
then  returned  to  my  house,  and  made  oath  to  the  above  particulars, 
upon  which  I  inclosed  a  copy  of  your  Letter  to  me,  with  the  above  nar- 
rative &  sent  it  off  to  Col :  Campbell,  recommending  to  him  to  go  on  with 
the  draught  of  the  seventh  part  of  his  Militia  without  waiting  until 
you  could  send  another  Express  to  him  on  this  Business. 

There  are  a  number  of  Deserters  lurking  in  these  If  ountains  which, 
it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  have  taken,  though  I  have  tried  every 
method  I  could  for  that  purpose.  1  am  told  that  some  of  them  would 
come  in,  only  they  dread  the  punishment. 

Perhaps  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Virginia  might  at  this  Critical 
Juncture,  think  it  necessary  and  indeed  prudent  to  publish  a  pardon  to 
such  as  would  come  &  behave  well  for  the  future."  *  * 

"P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  17th 
Instant,  demanding  a  fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  Montgomery  to 
March  to  the  Southard,  and  continue  them  two  months  on  Duty. 
From  the  reasons  I  gave  you  in  my  last  letter,  I  am  fully  convinced, 
that  were  every  Officer  in  this  County  to  turn  ou^on  the  Occasion  &  to 
exert  his  whole  Influence  the  fourth  of  this  Militia  could  not  be  drawn 
out  to  serve  in  So  Carolina — Indeed  I  might  venture  to  add  as  m^' 
Opinion,  that  such  is  the  Temper  and  Situation  of  the  People,  that  if 
the  Fate  of  the  United  States  was  to  depend  on  this  draught  being 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Private  men  of  our  Militia,  they  would 
not  go." 

I  am  Sir,  your  hble  Servt." 
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Col:  Jas:  Innes  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

"Dear  Sir,"  July  29tli 

Here  I  am  still  without  one  man — either  Horse  or  foot,  and  as  Williamsb'g 
much  expected  from  as  if  I  had  a  thousand.  I  have  not  an  assistant  of 
any  kind,  either  in  the  Staff  or  line.  The  fear  of  the  Small  pox,  paroles 
and  various  other  causes  will  I  beleive  prevent  the  assemblage  of  the 
Militia  in  the  counties  you  have  ordered  to  be  under  my  command.  The 
Determination  of  the  citizens  you  may  learn  from  the  within  Eeport.  * 
Indeed  were  the  people  collected,  there  are  neither  arms  nor  ammunition 
to  put  into  their  Hands — Unless  I  am  properly  supported  in  the  com- 
mand to  which  I  have  been  called,  I  beg  to  obtain  yr:  permission  to 
retire.  Capt :  Wright,  who  will  deliver  you  this,  being  lately  from  the 
neighborhood  of  Portsmouth,  will  give  you  all  the  Intelligence  from 
that  Quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully 

yr :  Excellency's  most  ob.  Svt." 


fiicHARD  H.  Lee  to  Gov:  Nelson.  July  29th 

About  two  months  before,  an  impressing  party  from  Major  Nelson's  Chantilly 
corps  had  gotten  several  horses  in  that  neighborhood,  and  given  certifi- 
cates to  the  owners — These  gentlemen  now  desire  to  know  whether  they 
are  to  receive  payment  at  the  Treasury,  or  whether  they  are  to  try  and 
recover  their  horses  wherever  they  can  find  them.  They  have  learned 
that  the  legal  power  of  these  impressers  was  doubtful.  The  collector 
of  the  Specific  Tax  informs  him,  that  there  are  "  1000  bushels  of  corn, 
600  of  oats  with  a  quantity  of  wheat  taken  by  the  Commissioners  last 
year"  now  about  to  be  ruined  by  "the  Weavil"  unless  something  is  done 
with  it.  The  wheat  should  be  ground,  and  the  corn  and  oats  well  win- 
nowed, but  it  is  impossible  to  get  persons  to  work  "upon  the  prospect  of 
government  pay"  tho'  they  may  do  so,  if  paid  in  part  of  the  grain — It 
would  be  wise  to  allow  this,  not  only  to  save  the  grain  but  to  prevent 
"the  ill  impressions  which  the  sight  of  these  losses  makes  on  the  peo- 
ple's minds " — Advises  the  same  course  in  respect  to  a  large  quantity  of 
grain  "seized  from  Mrs.  Smith,  which  continues  yet  in  her  corn  house." 
doubtless  overlooked  in  the  confusion  of  the  times — Asks  for  Blank  Com- 
missions for  a  Lieut:  Col:  Major  &  several  inferior  Ofiieers  lately  nomi- 
nated by  the  Court. 

The  bearer  of  this  has  been  employed  by  the  people,  by  subscription, 
to  go  for  news  from  the  Marquis,  the  Enemy's  movements  &e,  and  will 
go  to  Malvern  Hills, — he  sends  this  letter  by  him  to  Elchmond  and 
hopes  he  may  be  paid  something  for  this  extra  service  &c. 

*  Not  found. 
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1781.  James  Belscher  Jnr:  to  Col.  Davies. 

July  29tli 
Cabin  Point  His  Express  received — Is  sorry  to  inform  him  he  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Petersburg  on  the  9th  May  last  by  the  Queen's  Eangers  &  paroled.  On 
this  account  he  thinks  he  cannot  act  officially  unless  he  is  included  in 
the  Exchange  of  those  of  the  Militia  who  were  paroled  to  the  15th 
June — Desires  to  be  informed  on  this  head — The  Business  shall  however 
be  carried  on  by  another  person,  and  he  is  glad  to  know  that  the  Execu- 
tive have  taken  measures  relative  to  the  Horses  &c  left  by  the  British 
Army :  as  great  abuses  have  been  committed  in  regard  to  horses. 


July29tli  Berrtman  Green  D.  Q.  Master,  to  Col:  Davies. 

Charlottes-  On  receipt  of  his  letter,  he  wrote  to  Capt:  Hamilton  in  the  most 
^'  ^  pressing  manner,  to  use  every  effort  to  have  the  boat  carriages  ready. 
As  they  cannot  be  gotten  from  him,  begs  for  instructions  what  he  is  now 
to  do — Has  written  to  Major  Claiborne  on  the  subject,  but  "he  is  very 
sick  at  Carters  Perry  and  is  likely  to  continue  so  for  some  time."  As 
Major  Claiborne's  illness  prevents  his  communicating  with  Col :  Davies 
as  he  had  expected,  Major  Magill  at  Winchester  and  Col :  Hendricks  at 
Alexandria  who  also  are  engaged  in  this  business,  have  been  written  to 
on  the  subject. 


July  30th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Jas:  Innes  at  Williamsburg. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Kichmond  As  I  imagine  it  is  still  undesirable  to  make  Wmsburg  the 

Rendezvous  of  the  Militia  ordered  to  be  embodied  under  your  Command 
for  the  Protection  of  the  lower  part  of  this  Neck,  you  will  appoint  such 
place  as  your  Judgment  shall  direct  for  that  Purpose.  The  bad  conse- 
quences of  spreading  the  Small  Pox,  will  not  escape  you,  so  that  I  shall 
suggest  no  caution  to  you  on  that  score.  Should  any  of  the  Militia  per- 
sist in  pleading  their  Paroles  as  an  excuse  for  not  performing  military 
service,  which  I  hope  no  one  will  be  so  ignorant  or  unmindful  of  his 
Duty  as  to  do,  it  is  necessary  that  he  be  proceeded  against,  according  to 
the  Proclamation  issued  by  the  late  Governor,  which  Proclamation  has 
received  the  Sanction  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  strict  adherence  to 
this  Order  6f  Government  may  in  some  cases  bear  an  appearance  of 
cruelty,  but  the  insidious  Arts  of  the  Enemy  &  the  general  welfare 
render  it  indispensable.  It  is  however,  my  Desire,  that  no  Person  be 
rigorously  dealt  with,  when  there  is  a  Prospect  of  bringing  back  to  a 
better  sense  of  what  is  due  to  his  Country. 

I  am  &c. 


CaLBNDAH  op  state  fAtBES. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  the  Treasurer. 


"Sir, 

The  Inconveniences  which  result  from  the  great  Distance  between 
the  seat  of  Government  &  Public  Treasury  have  induced  the  Executive 
to  determine  that  the  Treasury  shajl  be  immediately  brought  back  again 
to  this  Place.  I  am  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  take  such  steps, 
as  will  be  most  likely  to  effect  a  speedy  Removal  of  it  hither,  &  that  you 
will  leave  every  thing  behind  which  is  not  absolutely  necessary." 

I  am  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  "The  Auditors  of  Public  Accounts." 

"  Gentlemen, 

The  great  obstructions  which  public  business  meets  with, 

from  the  separation  of  the  different  Boards  of  Government,  make  it 

adviseable  to  recal  them  immediately  to  this  Place.     I  must  therefore 

Eequest  that  you  will  lose  as  little  Time  as  possible  in  returning  hither, 

as  every  Day  most  strongly  evinces  the  necessity  of  your  attendance. 

The  Executive  are  of  opinion,  that  no  more  of  the  public  Books  &  Papers 

be  brought  back  at  this  Time,  than  are  requisite  for  the  proceeding  on 

Business. 

I  am  &c." 
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1781. 
July  30th 

Eichmond 


July  30th 


Eichmond 


Col:  Chn  Senf  to  Col:  Davies. 


July  30th 


"Sir, 

The  Major  Genl:  the  Marquis  Payette  has  ordered  me  again  to    Eichmond 
remind  Government  of  the  necessity  to  have  all  Canons,  which  are  fit 
for  service,  collected,  and  without  the  least  Loss  of  time,  mounted. 

And  as  likewise  not  a  Single  Ax,  nor  any  kind  of  Intrenching  tools 
are  with  the  Army,  nor  in  Store,  immediate  Steps  may  be  taken  to  pro- 
cure them  by  some  means  or  other.  Tou,  as  a  military  man,  will  find 
the  necessity,  that  the  Canons  should  be  mounted  and  Intrenching  tools 
found — Suppose  we  should  have  an  opportunity  to  cooperate  with  our 
Allies,  we  would  be  in  want  of  all  these  Articles — And  if  we  should 
have  no  occasion  for  the  offensive,  still  they  will  be  necessary  for  our 
immediate  Defence. 

"  Any  Service,  I  can  render  to  the  State  in  this  way,  I  shall  always 
think  it  my  Duty  to  comply  with  it  immediately;  but  cannot  help 
expressing  my  uneasiness  to  you,  in  case  anything  in  my  Department 
should  be  wanted,  when  I  have  not  the  least  Prospect  to  command  a 
Single  Tool. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  due  Eespect  and  high  Esteem 

Your  most  obt :  humble  Servant." 
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1781.  Col:  Lewis  Burwell  to  Gov:  N'elson. 

July  30th 
Meeklen-  The  order  for  one  fourth  the  Militia  of  the  County  to  march  to  the 

burg  Co.  ggy^ij  juat  received — The  Officers  were  engaged  collecting  the  seventh 
part,  the  number  first  required — The  men  will  be  enrolled  and  officered, 
but  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  to  arm  them.  The  frequent  impress- 
ment of  Arms  from  the  people  has  well  nigh  disarmed  the  County— He 
does  not  think  five  men  can  be  supplied  with  good  guns — The  people 
hide  their  arms,  and  say  they  will  risk  their  lives,  rather  than  give  up 
what  few  remain.  He  therefore  desires  to  know  whether  he  is  to  send 
the  men  without  arms. 

He  has  received  from  Mr.  George  Nicholas,  a  Receipt  for  thirteen 
horses  impressed  in  the  County  &c. 


July  30th 


Ed.  Yarbeough  Commr  to  Col:  Davies. 


Dinwiddie  He  has  received  the  instructions,  with  the  Order  in  Council,  respect- 
ing the  collecting  and  securing  the  estray  horses  and  cattle  left  by  the 
Enemy  in  the  County.  The  people  having  "got  intelligence  of  this, 
have  secreted  many,  deny  they  have  them  or  insist  that  those  they  have 
were  stolen  from  them  by  the  Enemy  &c — "  The  horses  are  held  by  peo- 
ple who  would  take  every  advantage,  and  some  of  them  for  a  small 
profit,  would  cheat  America  of  Independence,  if  they  could."  Although 
still  engaged  in  those  duties,  he  is  so  much  annoyed,  that  he  thinks 
unless  "some  measures  be  taken  with  these  wretches"  who  are  really 
guilty  of  horse-stealing,  nothing  can  be  done.  Eecommends  that  some 
of  them  be  carried  to  Eichmond  and  made  examples  of,  so  to  deter 
others. 


July  30th 


Capt:  H.  Young  to  Col:  Davies. 


Richmond  He  has  not  yet  been  able  to  establish  "a  chain  of  Expresses  from 
hence  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Enemy"  by  the  way  of  Petersburg. 
The  demand  for  Expresses  so  great,  that  they  cannot  be  furnished  for 
the  Executive  or  his  office — Many  men  would  agree  to  act,  but  they 
think  the  Enemy  will  soon  leave  the  State,  consequently  their  services 
will  not  be  needed  long.  He  cannot  possibly  engage  any  workmen  to 
mount  the  Cannon,  unless  he  can  pay  them  in  hard  money  or  the  cur- 
rent Exchange.  If  the  Executive  would  establish  some  satisfactory 
rate  of  Exchange,  he  could  do  much,  which  must  now  be  neglected. 
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Col:  G.  Vanmeter  informs  Col:  Wm.  Davies,  that  the  wagon  furnished  1781. 

by  his  County  for  public  use  has  been  delivered  at  Winchester.     He  has  July  30th 

twenty  three  suits  of  clothing  readj'  to  be  delivered ;  the  three  remain-  Hampshire 
ing  to  make  up  the  number  required  will  soon  be  ready. 


Col:  Chas:  M.  Thruston  to  the  Governor.  July  30th 

Giving  reasons  why  no  beef  cattle  can  be  furnished  from  the  County  Frederick  Co 
as  required — Winchester  having  been  for  a  long  time  the  general  ren- 
dezvous for  the  militia  of  that  County,  and  the  "Convention"  and  other 
captive  Troops  having  been  quartered  there  so  long,  all  the  cattle  of  the 
surrounding  Country  had  been  consumed  by  them  &e. 


Major  Ed  :  Claiborne  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies.  July  30th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  two  favours  of  the  23d  &  27th  of  this  month.  Mr.  Carter 
my  ill  state  of  health  continues — am  still  an  entire  helpless  person  in         amson  s 
bed. 

Your  observations  respecting  Carriages  that  might  be  drawn  from  the 
different  Posts,  I  cannot  reply  to  with  precision,  but  will  make  the 
attempt.  It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the  Eeports  of  the  County 
Lieutenants,  and  the  Asst:  Deputy  Quarter  Masters  differ  so  materially. 
I  will  endeavour  to  find  out  any  mistake  that  may  be  among  the  Q.  Mas- 
ters &  correct  them. 

I  have  issued  a  Circular  Order  that  all  the  clothing  (as  fast  as  it  is 
received)  at  the  different  Posts  (so  as  to  make  a  Load)  be  sent  to  Capt: 
Peyton  without  loss  of  time. 

I  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  receive  such  stores  as  belong  to  the 
Quarter  Masters  department  (that  the  State  may  have,  to  supply  the 
Continent  with)  &  have  them  issued  to  the  Quarter  Masters  of  the 
Army.  Capt:  Eussell  will  (I  hope)  be  in  charge  of  the  Eiehmond  Dis- 
trict in  a  few  days,  his  orders  and  receipts  shall  be  good  for  anything, 
or  if  the  State  Quarter  Master  will  issue  to  the  Q.  Master  to  the  Army, 
taking  duplicate  receipts  in  Capt:  Eussell's  name,  they  shall  be  good." 
***** 

"What  reply  to  give  you  respecting  the  waggons  wanted  for  the  Mar- 
quis' Army  I  really  am  at  a  loss  for.  Impressing  is  out  of  the  Question 
with  me,  because  I  have  no  force,  and  to  attempt  to  purchase  at  so  late 
a  period  &  without  money  would  be  chimerical — I  have  made  frequent 
attempts  to  hire,  but  with  no  success  at  all.  The  people  entertain  so 
detestable  an  opinion  of  the  Army,  that  they  cannot  be  prevailed  on  to 
serve  with  it,  with  property  so  liable  to  be  lost  &  destroyed — When  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor  was  at  Stanton,  I  transmitted  to  him  a  full 
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1781.  representation  of  the  situation  of  the  department.  I  mentioned  to  him 
July  30th  particularly  the  necessity  of  having  moving  magazines,  with  the  Army, 
&  other  waggons  &  teams  to  collect  from  the  Country  &  supply  them ;  but 
to  this  I  have  received  no  answer — Unless  I,  have  the  aid  of  Government, 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  do  anything.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Q. 
M.  General,  wherein  he  candidly  owns  that  he  cannot  assist  me — this  is 
my  situation  as  to  Northern  prospects — I  have  received  nothing,  nor  do 
I  beleive  I  shall,  of  either  money,  articles  ready  for  use,  or  materials. 

You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  mentioning  to  the  Executive  this 
matter,  respecting  the  waggons  &  find  what  they  j)urpose  to  do  in  it. 

I  thank  you  for  the  concern  which  you  express  at  my  illness,  &  good 
wishes  for  my  recovery.  God  grant  I  could  be  restored  to  a  state  of 
action  this  day — I  would  be  with  you  in  Richmond  as  soon  as  the  low 
estate  of  my  body  would  permit  me  to  be  carried — The  decrees  of  Fate 
must  be  submitted  to,  and  our  greatest  virtues  consist  in  receiving  & 
bearing  them  with  a  becoming  dignity;  but  notwithstanding  I  consider 
all  this,  my  feelings  are  much  hurt,  that  I  am  rendered  so  helpless  a  per- 
son at  this  time. 

As  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  come  down,  I  have  directed  Mr.  Green  to 
return  with  the  Office  immediately — he  is  a  Gentleman,  whom  you  will 
find  active  &  cleaver — You  cannot  lay  me  under  a  greater  obligation  than 
by  giving  him  all  the  assistance  in  your  power. 

I  hope  the  executive  will  be  pleased  to  consider  my  situation  &  rest 
assured  that  the  moment  it  is  in  my  power,  I  will  join  my  office." 
I  am  with  every  Sentiment 
of  esteem  &  regard        . 
Bear  Sir,  your 

Obedt.  Hble  Servt." 

P.  S.  A  gentleman  has  done  me  the  favour  to  write  while  I  dictated 
this  Letter. 


July  30th  Commodore  J.  Barron  to  . 

"Sir, 
Mill  Creek,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  this  morning  eaj-ly  40  sail  of 

Port ^  ^°  ^^^  ^'^'^^  weighed  from  Hampton  road,  having"  on  board  a  number  of 
Horse  &  Troops,  with  12  large  Barges  full  of  men,  &  stood  down  towards 
the  Cape — Having  got  in  the  proper  channel,  endeavoured  to  stand  up 
the  Bay,  but  the  wind  &  tide  being  ahead,  have  anchored  near  the  Cape. 
From  every  movement,  I  think  they  are  bound  up  the  Bay.  they  have 
left  10  sail  in  the  Eoad  &  two  men  of  war — this  fleet  must  contain  near 
Three  thousand  troops,  as  they  were  very  full.  The  wind  has  just 
shifted  Fair  to  goe  up  the  Bay— Shall  be  able  to  informe  you  by  my 
next  what  course  they  take.     One  of  the  Transports  is  aground  on 
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Wiliaby  (Willoughby)  Point.    Tho'  I  cant  think,  if  they  were  bound  to       1781. 
Sea,  they  wou'd  wait  for  her.  July  30th 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir  &c." 
"A  copy  of  his  Letter." 


Col  :  Senf  to  Col  :  Davies,  enclosing  memd.  of  Leslie's  force  at  Ports-    July  31st 

mouth. 
"Sir, 

If  the  State  at  present  could  procure  the  following  number  of    Powhatan 
Intrenching  Tools,  it  may  be  suflB.cient  in  our  present  circumstances.  °'^* 

200  Axes, 

With  Handles,  and  for  the 
conveniency  of  transporting. 
The  Handles  may  be  tied 
together  in  Bundles,  and  can 
always  be  fix'd  when  neces- 
sary. 


400  Spades, 
200  Shovels, 
100  Hoes, 
50  Pick  axes, 
100  Fashine  Knifes  or  Small  Hatchets, 

4  Cross-Cut  Saws, 

6  Hand  Saws. 

Besides  this,  whenever  convenient,  the  same  number  of  Tools  or  more, 
in  the  same  propoution  may  be  procured,  in  case  the  above  mentioned 
Tools  should  be  lost. 

Some  Wheel  and  Hand-Barrows,  and  Carpenters  Tools  of  all  kinds,  at 
least  for  twelve  Carpenters,  will  be  necessary. 

The  Artillery,  what  can  be  collected,  will  be  best  to  mount  all  Brass 
Cannon  in  Travelling  Carriages,  and  two  or  three  of  'the  Iron  18-pound- 
ers.  All  Iron  Canons  on  Battery  or  Ship-  Carriages,  except  the  Six- 
pounders  and  those  of  less  calibre,  on  travelling  Carriages.  For  the 
Transportation  of  the  Canons  and  Mortars,  three  or  four  Carry  Logs 
will  be  wanted,  and  some  strong  Ammunition  Waggons  for  the  Artillery. 

Four  18-pounder  new  Carriages — the  checks  for  three  Eight-pounder 
travelling  Carriages,  and  a  quantity  of  good  seasoned  Wood,  ready  pre- 
pared for  Carriage  Wheels  remain  yet  at  the  old  public  work-shop  in 
Eichmond,  which  may'd  be  very  usefuU. 

I  am  with  due  Eespect 

your  mo:  hble  Servnt." 

"  Genl:  Leslie's  Force  at  Portsmouth. 

Detachment  of  the  17th  at  Ivy's,  12  miles  this  side  of  Portsmouth, 
under 

Lieut:  Col:  Johnson  200  ]  Fortifying     a     Strong 

2.  Companies  76th  at  ditto  120  )      pass. 

2.  Battn  of  Anspacks  j  ^'l^^^^/^^  '^ 

1  do  Hessians  Col:  De  Tucks  J  j^^^^^^  ^  Portsmouth 

35 
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1781.  Jagers  50 

July  31st  

1630  effectives 

Out  of  the  above  is  60  mounted. 

Eoyall  Artillery  70 

Genl:  Arnold  with  Eobertson's  Eegt:  the  whole  only  63,  rank  &  file 
gone  to  New  York. 

No  ships  of  force  and  very  few  frigates." 


July  3l8t  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Da  vies.* 

"Sir, 

Blchmond  The  Marquis  has  urged  so  strongly  the  mounting  several  Pieces  of 

heavy  Cannon  on  travelling  Carriages,  that  I  must  desire  you  to  give 
the  most  pointed  Orders  for  carrying  this  Business  into  immediate  exe- 
cution. The  delay  of  a  few  days  may  produce  the  most  unhappy 
consequences.  I  am  sensible  that  the  public  are  not  possessed  of  mate- 
rials for  this  work ;  for  which  Eeason,  it  will  be  necessary,  disagreeable 
as  impressing  is,  that  Artificers,  Tools,  and  every  thing  requisite  be 
taken  wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  if  not  to  be  procured  by  any  other 
means. 

I  am  &c. 


July  31st  "  Circular  to  the  County  Lieutenants"  from  Govr  Nelson.  * 

"Sir, 
Bichmond  The  Harvest  being  over,  I  hope  the  Militia,  which   have   been 

ordered  into  Service  from  your  County,  will  take  the  field  with  the 
greatest  alacrity.  There  never  was  a  Time,  when  vigorous  measures 
were  more  necessary,  or  when  they  promised  greater  advantages. 
Every  Exertion  will  be  made  by  the  Enemy,  if  not  to  subdue,  to  gain 
Posts  in  this  Country;  and  a  successful  opposition  on  our  Part,  which 
the  strength  of  this  State  is  very  capable  of  making,  by  frustrating 
their  Expectations,  will  in  all  Probability,  together  with  this  Campaign 
put  a  happy  Period  to  the  War. 

I  am  &c. 


July  3l5t  Jno  :  Eobertson  to  Col  :  

Dr.  Col: 

Camp  Mai-        "  I  have  sent  an  Issuing  Commissary  to  Boyd's  Ferry  with  appoint- 

bourn  Hills    ment  &  Instructions — Mr.    Browne  has  likewise  ordered  the  County 

Commissioners  of   Halifax   to   deliver  the   necessary    supplies — Genl : 

Muhlenburg    march'd  last  evening  with  a  Eegt:    of  the  L.  Infantry 

*  These  are  signed  "T.  N." 
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Brigade — ^is  to  have  a  large  detchmt:  wth  him  on  the  other  side  the       1781. 
river —  July  Slst 

I  have  sent  an  Issuing  Commissary  and  instructions  wth  him — have 
wrote  to  Golo  Parker  respecting  my  department  in  his  Brigade — Sent 
him  an  appointment  for  any  person  he  may  think  proper  to  recommend 
&c — 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  got 
the  Militia  &c.  on  the  same  footing  with  the  regular  Troops  &  all  agree- 
able to  Resolves  of  Congress" —  *  *  * 
Eemain  with  real  Esteem 

Tr:  most  obed:  Servt" — 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Gov:  Nelson.  July  31st 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellencies  favour  of  the  28th  Carter's 
of  July  yesterday,  in  the  decline  of  the  afternoon,  wherein  is  mentioned  JJerry 

that  large  sums  of  money  have  been  advanced  to  the  Quarter  Master's 
Department  in  this  State,  with  the  desire  of  the  Board,  that  a  settle- 
ment of  my  accounts  may  be  made,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  expen- 
ditures— Whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  I  confess  myself 
not  a  little  surprised  at  their  observations  respecting  the  sums  of  money 
advanced  &  their  wish  for  a  settlement  of  the  accounts — I  beg  leave  to 
ask,  to  what  do  these  large  sums  amount,  when  reduced  to  their  intrinsic 
value  ? — Calculate  the  depreciation,  with  the  distant  periods  at  which  I 
received  money  from  the  Treasury,  and  it  will  be  found,  that  by  the 
time  it  was  received  and  paid  out  by  the  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Mas- 
ters, the  value  was  in  a  great  measure  lost — 

Contracts  in  this  department  are  not  made  in  the  present  currency 
(unless  we  have  money  to  discharge  the  debt  immediately)  but  in  specie : 
so  that  the  creditor  may  have  justice  done  him  in  an  equivalency  in 
paper  money,  at  the  time  of  payment,  a's  specie  is  out  of  the  question — 

Congress  resolved  that  the  current  depreciation  should  be  paid  upon 
all  specie  contracts,  a  copy  of  which  resolution  is  now  in  my  Office — 
This  considered,  and  compared  with  what  money  I  have  received,  I 
think  the  Board  will  not  find  the  sums  advanced  to  me  so  large  as  they 
imagined — 

With  respect  to  the  settlement  of  my  accounts,  I  am  at  a  loss  for  the 
real  meaning  of  the  Board — If  they  expect  an  Examination  of  them,  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  them,  that  from  the  instructions  which  I  have 
received,  I  can  only  render  my  accounts  to  one  person,  that  is  the  Quar- 
ter Master  General. 

The  Accomptant  in  my  Office  has  been  for  a  long  time,  &  now  is, 
closely  employed  in  settling  the  accounts  &  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
they  will  be  satisfactory.    As  to  the  Board,  judging  of  the  expenditures,  I 
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1781.  beg  leave  to  inform  them,  that  the  rules  which  I  have  received  from 
July  31st  Congress,  and  the  Quarter  Master  Genl,  together  with  my  knowledge  of 
the  duties  of  the  department,  convince  me,  that  the  disbursements  are 
proper,  unless  some  should  deviate  from  those  rules,  which  has  not  yet 
been  the  case.  I  only  lament  that  so  little  justice  has  been  done  to 
those  in  the  department  and  their  creditors.  Instead  of  money  being 
advanced  to  pay  them  for  their  services,  and  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
their  public  debts,  they  have  transacted  the  business  independant  of  that 
compensation  which  they  had  a  right  to  receive,  &  disappointed  those 
good  citizens  who  parted  with  their  property  on  the  faith  of  their 
promises,  founded  on  that  of  the  Public.  If  the  Board  think  the  expen- 
ditures are  great,  let  me  assure  them,  that  were  they  Possest  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  Business,  they  would  think  very  differently. 

If  the  sums  already  advanced  are  considered  large,  what  will  the 
Board  think,  when  I  aflrm  to  them,  that  three  Mi'lions  of  Pounds  will 
scarcely  pay  of  the  persons  employed,  and  the  debts  that  are  due  in  the 
department  at  this  time.  Did  the  Board  mean  not  to  advance  any 
money  untill  a  settlement  of  my  accounts  could  be  made  ? 

If  so,  I  flatter  myself  they  meant  to  answer  the  consequences,  &  not 
that  any  blame  should  be  thrown  on  me  in  case  of  a  failure  in  business. 
I  consent  to  no  such  thing,  but  ask  for  means  to  pay  off  the  debts  & 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  department — If  I  recollect  right,  I  think  I 
have  informed  your  Excellency,  that  my  only  dependance  was  upon  the 
Government  of  Virginia  for  support  to  the  department,  &  for  the  means 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  it;  but  lest  I  may  be  mistaken,  I 
beg  leave  now  to  do  it — &  that  you  may  be  the  more  fully  convinced  of 
my  situation,  I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
yesterday  receiv'd  from  the  Quarter  Master  General — By  this  you  will 
find  he  has  totally  left  me  to  myself,  to  do  as  well  as  I  can. 

As  to  the  Waggons  call'd  for  by  the  Commissary  General  I  am  at  a 
great  loss  to  know  how  they  will  be  furnished,  as  your  Excellency  can 
possibly  be.  I  have  endeavoured  to  hire,  which  was  the  only  way,  I 
had  to  obtain  any,  but  the  attempts  have  been  entirely  unsuccessful,  as 
no  one  will  go  near  the  Army  with  his  waggons  &  Teams,  that  can  pos- 
sibly avoid  it.  Those  Waggons  which  were  to  have  been  Brigaded  in 
the  different  Counties,  I  expected  great  assistance  from,  but  have  been 
totally  disappointed. 

Experience  has  taught  that  under  such  a  regulation,  which  is  so  little 
attended  to  by  the  people,  we  shall  seldom  or  never  be  benefitted  by  it. 
The  Waggons  that  were  called  for  by  the  law  of  the  October  Session 
have  been  equally  as  deficient.  Your  Excellency  has  desired  a  return  of 
those  which  have  been  received;  perhaps  Colo  Davies  has  this  already, 
&  can  give  you  early  information ;  but  if  he  has  not,  I  will  write  imme- 
diately to  the  Asst :  Deputy  Quarter  Masters,  &  have  a  return  made  out 
as  soon  as  possible. 
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I  am  frequently  called  upon  in  very  pressing  terms  for  Waggons  for  1781. 
the  Army  in  this  State,  but  it  is  well  known  that  of  myself,  I  cannot  July  31st 
furnish  a  single  one — I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  Excellency  whether  you 
have  taken  into  consideration  my  proposial  which  I  transmitted  to  you 
when  at  Stanton,  respecting  "Waggons,  for  Army  Magazines  &  Collectors. 
This  was  a  regulation  always  Kept  up  in  the  Northern  Army  &  I  con- 
sidered it  would  have  been  of  the  same  advantage,  here. 

However,  should  this  be  thought  unnecessary,  how  are  waggons  to  be 
obtained  for  other  purposes  for  the  Army  ?  I  have  not  the  direction  of 
the  means  of  Government,  nor  can  I  do  more  than  to  ask  for  them.  I 
leave  it  to  the  Executive,  to  determine  by  what  ways  &  means,  they  are 
to  be  obtained ;  but  most  certain  it  is  they  must  be  had — I  have  directed 
an  assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Master,  to  take  charge  of  the  Eichmond 
District,  as  soon  ^s  possible,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  many  days  first. 
I  have  also  written  for  my  Office  to  be  removed  to  Eichmond  without 
loss  of  time. 

Mr.  Berryman  Green  is  the  Gentleman  who  transacts  the  business  in 
my  absence — I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellencies  atten- 
tion. 

I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  confined  to  my  Bed,  at  Mr.  Carter 
Harrison's  (ever  since  the  24th  of  this  month)  with  a  Fever,  and  violent 
Eheumatic  pain  in  my  left  Hip — "When  I  left  Charlottesville,  I  had  been 
only  three  days  out  of  my  Bed  from  a  considerable  spell  of  sickness 
which  I  had  there,  but  my  anxiety  to  see  the  Executive,  induced  me  to 
set  out  at  all  Eisks — I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  the 
moment  I  am  restored  to  a  state  of  action,  I  shall  be  with  my  office  with- 
out delay,  as  no  anxiety  can  exceed  that  of  mine,  to  answer  the  trust 
reposed  in  me  &  the  demands  of  the  service,  as  far  I  have  it  in  my  power. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  Esteem  &  Eespect, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obt  Hble  Servt." 


"Wm.  Panning  to  Gov'r  Nelson.  July  3lst 

"Sir, 

A  cartel  for  the  Exchange  of  the  militia  Prisoners  having  lately  Greenesville 
been  agreed  on,  at  Charles  Town,  under  the  auspices  of  Lord  Cornwallis         ^°' 
&  Major  General  Greene,  aud  notified  to  the  Publick  by  the  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  I  beg  leave  to  apply  for  a  Passport  to  Portsmouth  for  Mr.  Application 
John  "Wickham.     He  comes  within  the  Description  of  the  Cartel  as  you  ^°^  E?^^^°'i,* 
will  observe  by  his  ease  stated  in  a  Letter  of  the  late  Governor  to  Major  Wickham, 
"Ware,  a  copy  whereof,  has  lately  been  transmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  Taze-  *"• 
well.     Should  a  Passport  be  thought  necessary,  still  permit  me  to  entreat 
your  Excellency  for  one  Line,  which  may  be  shown  by  Mr.  "Wickham  to 
Col :  Parker  to  prevent  any  Interruption,  and  to  facilitate  his  Journey 
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1781.       to  Portsmouth,  where  he  wishes  to  embark  for  New  York  as  soon  as 

July  31st    possible— The  Propriety  of  my  making  this  application,  arises  from  Mr. 

Wickham's  having  by  Authority,   been  remitted  to  my  care,  as  will 

appear  by  the  Letter  before  referred  to.     You  will  I  hope.  Sir,  be  so 

good  as  to  exciise  the  Trouble  I  give  you  on  this  Occasion. 

I  am 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obt,  hble  Servt." 


'  July  31st  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies*  Commissioner  of  War  to  the  Governor. 

Sir, 

War  Office  The  enlarged  duties  of  my  office  have  so  much  increased  the  writing 

business,  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  another  clerk.  It  is  with 

great  reluctance  I  ask  it,  and  if  it  originated  from  a  desire  of  lessoning 

my  own  application,  I  should  think  myself  justly  entitled  to  a  refusal. 

***** 

Applies  for    It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  do  the  Country  ample  justice  in  the  appoint- 

ald  in  his  of-  ment  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  and  upon  principles  of  economy, 
fic6  ffivinff  J.        i  i 

reasons  I  solicit  the  means  of  doing  it;  as  from  a  well  regulated  arrangement, 

therefor  ^j^^j  frequent  examination  into  the  different  departments  subjected  to  the 
cognizance  of  this  office,  I  have  a  hope  that  important  advantages  may 
be  derived — It  may  however  be  my  great  misfortune  to  fail  in  my  expec- 
tations— I  may.be  unhappy  enough  to  be  exposed  to  the  censure  of 
my  Countrymen  from  a  variety  of  untoward  events,  which  it  might  not 
be  in  my  power  to  prevent — I  would  wish  therefore  to  have  the  means 
of  justification :  at  present  I  have  it  not,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  have 
copies  taken  of  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  letters  since  I  have  been  in  the 
office ;  and  at  present  are  more  particularly  embarrassed  from  Mr.  Pat- 
teson's  not  having  had  the  Small  Pox. 

The  third  clerk  would  have  been  allowed  by  the  last  Assembly,  but  a 
gentleman  unacquainted  with  the  business,  observed  to  the  house,  that 
altho'  it  would  undoubtedly  be  necessary. at  the  next  Session  to  make 
such  an  appointment,  yet  as  the  business  was  not  yet  put  into  a  proper 
channel  agreeably  to  the  proposed  arrangements,  it  was  not  then  neces- 
sary ;  not  reflecting  that  it  was  a  matter  of  more  difficulty  to  get  things 
into  one  regular  channel  than  to  control  them  afterwards.  I  shall  be 
happy  to  be  favour'd  with  as  early  an  answer  as  your  business  will  per- 
mit, and  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellen- 
cy's most  obedt  Servt. 

*This  letter  is  recorded  almost  at  length,  on  account  of  the  merits,  of  this  Excel- 
lent Officer;  who  had  succeeded  to  the  difficulties  of  a  position,  from  which  his  pre- 
decessor had  been  removed  for  inefficiency. 
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"List  of  Negro  Slaves  brought  into  Halifax  Co.  by  Wm.  Hawkins  of  1781. 
North  Carolina  " ; — by  John  Thomas  of  North  Carolina ;  by  John  Brown  July  - 
of  N.  Carolina;  by  Eichd:  Grifiin  So.  Carolina — by  John  Burton  of  Halifax 
Georgia;  by  Isaac  Mills  of  Georgia,  and  Samuel  Kelly  of  South  Caro- 
lina— in  all  sixty  nine — duly  registered  in  the  Office  of  the  County 
Court,  by  the  Clerk — Their  owners  allowed  this  privilege  by  Act  of 
Assembly,  to  escape  the  advance  of  the  Enemy  in  these  several  States. 


Court 


John  Blaie,  Nath'l  Burwell,  John  de  Siqueyra,  J :  Madison,  and      July  — 

J.  Prentis,  to  Gov'r  Nelson. 
"Sir, 

We  think  it  a  Duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  lay  before  you  ye  pres-  Williamsb'g 
ent  state  of  ye  Hospital  for  Lunatics — It  is  destitute  of  every  necessary 
for  its  support — The  unhappy  objects  which  are  now  here,  have  been 
without  cloathes  for  some  time  past — they  are  now  also  without  Provis- 
ions— The  Keeper,  previous  to  ye  Arrival  of  ye  British  Army  at  this 
Place,  obtained  Provisions  from  ye  Commissaries  by  means  of  an  order 
from  Gov'r  Jefferson  for  that  Purpose — But  at  present  there  is  no  such 
officer  here,  &  therefore  that  Eesource  is  at  an  end — We  submit  this 
state  to  your  Excellency,  because  we  doubt  not,  if  it  be  possible,  that 
you  will  make  such  Provision  for  ye  unhappy  sufferers  as  is  absolutely 
requisite,  by  supplying  them  with  proper  cloathing  &  by  enabling  ye 
Keeper  to  draw  Provisions  from  such  Commissaries  as  may  be  appointed 
at  this  Place,  or  at  any  Place  convenient  to  it. 

We  have  enclosed  a  List*  of  ye  Persons  now  in  ye  Hospital  &  have 
added  the  Counties  from  whence  they  were  sent,  in  Hopes  that  your 
Excellency  will  order  ye  means  of  returning  them  to  their  respective 
Counties  provided  no  method  can  be  adopted  for  their  support." 
We  are  Sir, 

Your  most  obet  Servants. 


"The  papersfof  Arthur  Morison  I     Falmouth  "^^^^  ' 

Wm  Love  i 

Do  Adam  Hunter  -\ 

James  Somervill  [•     Fredericksburg 

"    Wm.  Wyat  ) 

"    James  Miller  Port  Eoyal 

"    Andrew  Crawford  Leeds  Town 

Eobt  Beverley  Blandfield 

♦Not  found. 
■j-This  document  is  without  date — The  events  of  1781,  July,  show  however,  that 
this  Order  must  have  been  issued  about  this  time. 
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Archibald  Eitchie 

Hobs  hole 

July  — 

Phill:  Grymes 
James  Miles 
Geo:  Larimar 
Simon  Frazer 

,     Urbanna 

Crosby 

Ealph  Wormley  Sen: 
Provards 

&  Jur: 

- 

) 

Andersons 

Neighbour 

David  Briggs 

Falmouth 

The  whole  to  be  seized  and  Sealed  up  on  the Inst :  and at 

the  same  hour,  by  confidential  persons  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
Executive  for  that  purpose,  who  must  make  faithful  reports  in  writing, 
transmitting  to  the  Board  any  original  papers  tending  to  nefarious  prac- 
tices, so  that  the  laws  in  such  cases  may  be  carried  into  full  execution. 

Montague's  conduct  respecting  the  Flag  should  be  investigated  by  a 
Court  of  Enquiry,  and  notice  taken  of  those  who  furnished  provisions 
to  the  Enemy's  Ships  of  War  at  Urbanna." 


August  1st 


Maj'r  Chas:  Dick  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Frederic'sb'g  Sending  for  the  amount  of  Two  Warrants  on  the  Treasury  to  be  paid 
for  the  use  of  the  Gun  Factory,  and  urging  the  speedy  payinent  of  the 
money,  as  it  has  been  with  the  greatest  difficulty  ever  since  April  last, 
that  the  workmen  have  been  retained — His  own  Credit  has  been 
"pawned  as  far  as  possible"^With  all  the  confusion  and  trouble,  more 
work  has  been  done  than  could  have  been  expected,  "in  making  & 
repairing  arms  &c" — The  lowest  depreciation  at  Fredericksburg  "is  now 
500  for  1."  The  wages  of  the  workmen  from  Ss.  to  6  shillings  pr:  day, 
in  hard  money — at  this  rate  the  two  warrants  are  a  trifle — concludes 
"I  fear  the  corruptness  of  the  people  in  general,  will  soon  put  a  stop  to 
its  circulation  altogether." 


August  1st 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies. 


Richmond  Ip  regard  to  the  implements  &e  wanted  by  the  Marquis — A  consider- 
able number  of  spades  &  shovels  and  pick-axes  can  be  gotten  at  the 
Fork,  by  taking  them  "out  of  the  river" — Anderson's  people  can  make 
the  Facine  knives,  Mr.  Hunter  the  axes  and  hoes :  but  the  saws  must 
be  purchased.     The  carpenters  tools  he  cannot  get. 

The  high  opinion  he  entertains  of  Genl:  Spotswood  as  an  officer  and 
a  man,  shall  always  command  his  best  exertions  to  aid  him,  and  he  sin- 
cerely regrets  "the  situation  of  our  affairs"  forbids  it  at  present. 


Memorial  of  Geoege  Hancock  late  of  South  Carolina  to  the  Execu- 
tive OF  Virginia. 
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Eepresenting  his  having  been  obliged  to  taJje  refuge  in  this  State  with  Powatan  Co. 
his  property,  composed  in  part  of  "sixty  three  slaves"  duly  registered 
in  the  County  of  Henry — From  "the  exorbitant  prices  of  every  neces- 
sary of  life"  his  money  is  exhausted,  and  he  therefore  prays  for  leave  to 
dispose  "of  the  following  slaves  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family 
viz  Dick  a  fellow  28  years  of  age — Portugese  19-T-Primus  30 — Abraham 
35— Sylvina  30,  &  Peter  7— in  all  six." 


John  Browne,  Com:  Genl:  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  1st 


For  want  of  wagons,  two  days  provisions  have  failed  to  reach  the  Malbourn 
army,  consequently  the  troops  must  suffer  greatly — Both  the  Governor  ^ 

and  Major  Claiborne  have  been  addressed  upon  this  most  important  sub- 
ject— Can  it  be  remedied?  Unless  wagons  are  immediately  sent,  the 
army  cannot  be  fed. 


David  Eoss  to  the  Governor. 


August  1st 


In  regard  to  the  late  Order  in  Council  respecting  the  collecting  and  Richmond 
securing  estray  horses  and  cattle  left  by  the  Enemy  &c — He  is  interested 
somewhat  in  this  matter,  and  will  cheerfully  comply  with  the  directions 
of  the  Executive ;  but  begs  leave  to  say,  that  upon  every  principle  of 
right,  and  the  privileges  of  Landholders,  he  is  justly  entitled  to  such  of 
these  animals  as  were  left  upon  his  estates  in  Fluvanna  and  Goochland 
counties — The  expence  of  curing  and  pasturage  of  them  "bears  a  great 
proportion  to  their  value,"  in  as  much  as  they  were  left  miserably  poor, 
with  sore  backs;  and  by  no  means  as  valuable  as  those  carried  off  by 
the  Enemy  from  the  same  Estates. 

The  facts  are  these — When  the  Enemy  left  his  Estates,  which  they 
had  occupied  ten  days,  they  left  a  number  of  horses  in  his  enclosures, 
most  of  which  were  seized  upon  by  the  people  and  carried  off  before  he 
could  get  to  his  plantations — He  considered  those  left  under  these  cir- 
cumstances as  estray,  the  enemy  losing  their  right  in  them  as  soon  as 
they  were  out  of  their  power,  and  not  being  recovered,  they  are  not  the 
property  of  any  one;  the  sole  right  of  "taking  up  &  posting"  being 
thereby  vested  in  him  "agreeable  to  law  &  custom" — Under  these  cir- 
cumstances and  to  give  owners  an  opportunity  of  recovering  their 
property^  he  had  requested  that  the  horses  taken  away  should  be 
returned — Some  persons  complied,  but  many  still  keep  the  most  valu- 
able of  them.  Those  returned  have  been  appraised  "by  two  respectable 
36 
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1781.       Freeholders"  advertised  by  description  &c  at  the  Court  Houses  and 
August  1st  public  places  a  month  ago,  and  copies  taken  to  be  inserted  in  "the 
Gazette  when  there  shall  be  one  in  the  State." 

The  Order  in  Council  of  July  19th  was  intended  to  remedy  the  evils 
consequent  upon  the  habit  of  peoples'  taking  up  horses  &c  as  "free 
plunder,"  without  right  thereto.  The  measures  which  he  has  adopted 
with  regard  to  those  left  in  his  enclosures,  he  urges  are  right,  and 
"  fully  warranted  by  the  Law  of  the  Land,"  and  that  a  delivery  to  the* 
Quarter  Master  of  a  copy  of  the  descriptions  of  the  horses  &c.  to  be 
entered  on  his  list,  will  be  answering  the  salutary  purposes  intended  by 
that  Order. 


August  1st  "Forms"  of  "returns"  made  under  the  Law  levying  Specific  Tax  in 
grain  &c — by  Commissioners — County  from  which  collected ;  by  whom, 
and  for  which  service,  Continental  or  State — Grain, — Corn,  Oats,  Eye, 
Barley — Spirits  rect. — Eum,  Brandy  &  "Whisky — Amount  received — 
amt.  Issued  and  amount  on  hand — Amount  commuted — &c. 


August  1st  GoY:  Nelson  to  Co.  Lieut  op  Accomack  Co. 

"Sir, 

Bichmond  It  being  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  Government  receive  the 

earliest  Intelligence  of  every  thing  material  on  the  Sea  Coast,  which 
your  situation  gives  you  an  opportunity  of  observing,  I  most  earnestly 
request  that  you  will  adopt  the  best  method  which  your  judgment  shall 
point  out,  of  communicating  to  me  whatever  of  moment  you  shall  learn 
or  discover. 

I  am  &c. 


.  •" 


August  1st  Gov:  Nelson  to  "Colo.  Sir  John  Peyton  Bak:' 

"Sir, 

Kichmond  The  Government  having  Occasion  for  some  swift  sailing  Boats  for 

the  Purpose  of  crossing  the  Bay,  your  Situation,  Influence  &  constant 
Attention  to  the  Interests  of  your  Country,  induce  me  to  apply  to  you 
&  to  request  that  you  will  procure  two  Boats  of  the  kind  mentioned,  & 
have  them  always  ready  for  the  orders  of  the  Public.  Tou  will  excuse 
the  trouble  I  give  you,  &  inform  me  whether  it  will  be  in  your  Power  to 
comply  with  this  Eequisition. 

I  am  &c. 


August  1st  Gov'e  Nelson  to  Commodore  Barron. 

"Sir, 

Eichmond  As  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  we  have  the  earliest  infor- 

mation of  the  Enemy's  movements  in  your  Quarter,  especially  those  on 
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the  water,  you  will  be  pleased  to  continue  your  attention  most  closely  1781. 
to  them,  &  with  as  much  Dispatch  as  possible  convey  most  minutely  to  August  1st 
us,  what  you  observe,  or  can  gain  any  knowledge  of — You  are  not  to  be 
told  of  what  Importance  it  is  to  Government,  in  Times  like  these,  to 
have  good  Intelligence,  &  we  think  it  a  particular  Piece  of  good  Fortune, 
that  a  Gentleman  in  whom  we  can  place  the  fullest  confidence,  is  so  situ- 
ated, as  to  be  able  to  do  us  the  most  essential  Service  in  this  Eespect. 
Orders  have  been  given  that  you  be  furnished  with  the  proper  means  of 
conveyance. 

I  am  Sir  &c. 


Govr:  Nelson  to  Bkiq:  Genl:  Stevens. 


August  1st 


"Sir, 

The  assembly  having  resolved  that  you  be  presented  by  the  Pub-  Klchmond 
lie  with  a  Horse  &c,  I  shall  take  the  greatest  Pleasure  in  having  these 
Eesolutions  executed :  and  that  it  may  be  done  in  a  way,  which  will 
make  this  mark  of  the  approbation  of  your  country  most  acceptable  to 
you,  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  you  know  of  any  Horse  which  will 
particularly  suit  you,  and  I  will  give  orders  to  have  him  purchased. 

I  am  &c. 


Gov:   Nelson  to   "His  Excellency  the  Governor  op   Maryland.''   August  1st 

"Sir, 

I  have  just  received  Information  from  the  Bay  Side,  that  a  Fleet  Bichmond 
of  British  Transports,  in  which  are  supposed  to  be  embarked  about  3000 
men,  has  fallen  down  from  Hampton  Eoad  into  the  Bay — The  "Wind  & 
Tide  were  both  unfavourable  for  their  standing  up,  &  they  had  come  to : 
from  which  we  have  Eeason  to  apprehend  that  their  object  is  up  the 
Bay — I  hope,  should  their  Intention  be  to  attack  any  Port  of  your 
State,  that  you  will  have  time  to  make  some  Preparations  for  their 
Beception.  The  Marquis  has  moved  upwards,  since  receiving  Intelli- 
gence of  this  Movement  of  the  Enemy,  and  is  now  only  two  miles  below 
this  Place. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  Eespect, 

Your  most  obed't  and  very  hble  Servt.'' 


Col:  George  Gibson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


August  1st 


Enclosing  Copy  of  a  highly  commendatory  letter  dated  Feby  5th      Penn'a, 
1781  from  Gov:  Jefferson  to  himself,  expressing  a  desire  to  retain  him  Cumberland 
in  his  command,  upon  the  reorganization  of  the  Virginia  State  Forces. 

Col :  Gibson  proceeds  to  give  his  reasons  for  not  accepting  this  offer 
at  that  time — Although  he  had  been  five  years  in  the  army,  and  had 
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1781.  determined  to  serve  during  the  war,  he  could  not  remain  without  doing 
August  1st  violence  to  his  feelings:  having  served  since  1777  under  every  disad- 
vantage, resulting  from  unjust  promotions  of  others  over  himself  and 
brother  officers,  against  which  he  had  remonstrated  in  vain.  To  have 
continued  to  serve  under  those  circumstances  would  have  been  pusil- 
lanimus,  and  he  with  others  had  quitted  a  service  rendered  "disgusting" 
both  to  men  and  Officers — He  had  therefore  become  a  supernumery  in 
the  State  Establishment,  and  left  a  State  of  which  he  considered  him- 
self a  "  subject"  and  to  which  his  was  strongly  attached — With  all  this, 
his  heart  has  often  "ached"  to  seethe  Enemy  rapidly  and  unchecked 
marching  over  the  country,  and  altho'  an  obscure  and  possibly  long  for- 
gotten individual,  he  again  tenders  his  services  to  "Virginia,  and  begs 
not  to  be  exempted,  at  this  critical  time,  from  the  advantages  accruing 
to  Officers  retiring  "cum  priviligio"  from  active  military  duty. 


August  2nd  Benj  :  Harrison  Jttr:   Continental  Pat  Master  op  YiRaA.  to   the 

Governor. 

Richmond  Requesting  him  to  order  any  money  that  may  be  designed  for  his  use, 
from  the  Virginia  Treasury,  to  be  paid  to  Mr  Eassett  Stith,  whose 
receipt  shall  be  acknowledged  by  him  &c. 


Co. 


August  2nd  Peter  Hog  TO  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Eockingham  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  petition  from 

John  Claypole  and  others,  concerned  in  the  late  Insurrection  in  Hamp- 
shire County;  which  I  wish  from  motives  of  good  policy,  as  well  as 
humanity  may  have  the  desired  effect.  As  I  apprehend  it  would  be 
attended  with  pernicious  consequences  to  hold  out  pardon  to  those  who 
denied  to  surrender  themselves  to  Justice,  or  delayed  to  submit  to  the 
Laws  of  their  Country,  untill  they  were  sure  of  escaping  punishment; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  prosecute  those  who  readily  submitted  the 
Investigation  and  punishment  of  their  crimes,  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land : 
since  it  would  certainly  operate  as  an  Encouragement  to  future  offenders 
to  stand  out  untill  they  were  assured  of  Indemnity. 

Another  political  reason  I  beg  leave  to  assign,  is  the  many  relations  & 
connexions  that  the  Claypole  Family  have  m  that  part  of  the  Country: 
as  there  is  the  Father  &  5  sons,  with  many  grand  children,  who  by  inter- 
marriages are  connected  with  the  most  considerable  Families  on  those 
waters,  and  the  strongest  friends  to  our  present  Constitution,  and  to 
prosecute  him  with  rigour,  whilst  the  ringleaders  have  evaded  Justice 
by  flight,  and  those  in  similar  circumstances  of  Guilt  are  pardoned, 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES.  285 


would  probably  sour  the  minds  of  his  numerous  connexions,  and  per-       1781. 
haps  be  reguarded  by  them  as  pointed  and  partial.  August  2nd 

I  must  also  add,  that  he  has  a  Letter  from  Genl :  Morgan  engaging  to 
procure  his  pardon,  on  his  returning  to  his  Duty — Humanity  also  pleads 
strongly  in  their  behalf,  for  on  my  attending  the  intended  Court  of  Oyer 
the  10th  ult:  for  the  Trial  of  those  Miscreants,  as  directed  by  your 
Excellencies  Letter,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  viewing  the  distressing 
Scenes  of  aged  mothers,  wives,  &  children  crowding  to  the  Court  house 
to  take  the  last  Leave  of  their  unhappy  Sons,  husbands  &  fathers,  appre- 
hending that  Execution  would  be  immediate  on  the  Sentence  of  Death, 
which,  in  spite  of  all  my  aversion  to  Tories,  strongly  affected  my  feel- 
ings— I  need  not  mention  to  a  Grentleman  of  your  approved  Goodness  of 
Heart,  the  maxim  of  a  celebrated  Writer  "  that  it  is  the  Enormity,  or 
dangerous  Tiendeney  of  a  Crime  that  alone  can  warrant  any  Earthly 
Legislature  in  putting  him  to  Death,  that  commits  it.''  And  tho'  the 
crime  of  the  petitioners  was  of  the  most  dangerous  Tendency,  yet  they 
transgressed  more  thro  Ignorance  than  Design;  and  their  offence  pro- 
ceeded rather  from  Error  &  prejudice,  than  any  deliberate  Intention  of 
injuring  the  State,  or  disturbing  Government:  from  all  which  consider-, 
ations  I  would  humbly  presume  that  the  honble  Board  will  extend  the 
Act  of  Indemnity,  as  well  to  the  petitioners  herein  referred  to,  as  to  all 
those,  who  were  by  the  Examining  Court,  bound  over  to  be  indicted  at 

the  next  grand  Jury  for  the  County"  &c  &c. 

***** 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Your  Excelly's 

most  obt  &  very  humble  Servt." 


Thos  :  Legabe  to  the  Executive  of  Virginia.  August  2nd 

"Circumstanced  as  I  am,  at  a  vast  distance  from  my  family,  and  an  Eichmond 
Order  Issued  by  our  Enemies  for  their  removal  from  our  State,  I  cannot 
but  be  very  anxious  to  get  to  the  Southern  Army  as  soon  as  possible : 
when  I  can  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  a  very  great  addi- 
tion to  our  present  mutual  sufferings  and  distresses — This  must  be  my 
apology  for  the  trouble  I  give  your  Excellency  by  this."  He  had  rec'd 
assurances  of  assistance  from  the  Executive,  and  begs  to  enquire  whe- 
ther the  Council  have  consented  to  grant  it — Has  no  claim  as  an  Officer 
in  any  capacity  whatever,  but  merely  as  a  citizen  suffering  the  total  loss 
of  every  means  of  support  of  himself  or  the  "Common  Cause" — 
Desires  only  a  loan,  which  shall  be  returned  "  if  South  Carolina  is  ever 
recovered  from  the  British  Army" — If  Gov:  Eutledge  has  gone  to  So 
Carolina  to  establish  Civil  Government  there  it  is  important  that  as 
many  of  the  Genl:  Assembly  of  the  State  {of  which  he  is  a  member) 
should  meet   him   as   can   do  so — Should  this  application  be  granted, 
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1781.  nothing  less  than  Twenty  thousand  pounds  will  suffice  for  himself  and 
August  2nd  a  friend  in  like  circumstances ;  the  present  currency  of  Va.  being  "Five 
hundred  for  one" — Two  Horses  and  Saddles  will  be  wanted,  to  buy  which 
and  pay  their  expenses  in  Eichmond,  will  leave  scarce  enough  to  take 
them  to  North  Carolina.  Begs  his  Excellency  will  return  a  speedy 
answer,  as  his  expenses  accumulate  and  his  Finances  are  low. 


August  2nd  Wm.  Fowler  TO  CoL:  Davies. 

Albemarle       Mr.  Eoss  had  promised  a  supply  of  two  thousand  yards  of  linnen 
Barracks     ^jjj-gg  weeks  ago,  but  not  a  yard  received — Is  sorry  to  say,  that  unless 
immediately  supplied  with  linnen  &  thread,  the  tailors  will  be  idle,  and 
"rambling  about  the  Barracks." 


August  2nd  JoHN  G.  Merger  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Marlborough-  I  left  the  Army  of  this  Country,  to  which  the  critical  affairs  had 

drawn  me,  when  the  manoeuvres  of  Ld:  Cornwallis  demonstrated  his 
real  system  to  be  no  longer  pointed  to  a  General  Action  with  the  Ameri- 
can Troops,  and  little  dreaming  that  a  General  &  Army,  to  which  their 
Country  look  up  for  the  conquest  of  States,  would  disgrace  themselves 
into  Pickaroons. 

The  manoeuvre  up  the  Bay,  can  only  be,  vrith  the  intention  of  putting 
their  threats  of  Depredation  into  execution.  Should  it  be  thought 
proper  to  guard  agst  these  more  than  probable  events,  I  beg  leave  to 
make  an  offer  to  raise  a  Body  of  Gentlemen,  from  whom  real  service 
may  be  expected;  indeed  they  are  not  to  be,  but  already  raised,  waiting 
only  orders. 

"With  a  most  Sincere  regard  &  high  veneration  for  your  Person  & 
character, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  mo  :  respectfully. 

P.  S.  I  should  be  happy  to  receive  your  Orders,  the  terms  on  which 
you  would  wish  men  embodyed  &  what  encouragements  would  be 
allowed — I  would  promise  that  the  men  I  brought  into  the  field  would 
furnish  their  Horses  &  Uniforms,  &  march  where  ordered,  in  or  out  the 
State  &  stay  as  long  as  I  Staid  myself." 


August  2nd  Major  Ed:  Call  to  Col:  Davies. 

Dungeness  Informing  him,  Colo  White  has  two  hundred  men  at  this  place,  and 
he  has  ninety-three  at  Charlottesville,  for  whom  clothing  is  absolutely 
wanting  &c. 
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David  Eoss  to  .  1781. 

<(  gjj.  August  2nd 

The  articles  belonging  to  the  Public,  and  seized  by  Genl:  Wayne,  Kiclimond 
are  16  pair  of  boots — 237  pair  men's  shoes,  20  pieces  of  Oznaburgs,  about 
2000  yards."  Wishes  credit  may  be  gotten  in  Philadelphia,  for  them, 
rather  than  they  should  be  included  "in  that  vast  mass,  the  Continental 
debts."  His  Agent  at  South  Quay  informs  him  no  loss  had  been  sus- 
tained there:  everything  was  removed  to  "Pitch"  landing.  *  * 
*  Salt  provisions  are  "  salutary  at  this  season  to  use  with  the  fresh 
meal" — 


Col:  Josiah  Parker  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  August  3d 

"  Dear  Davies, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  27th,  and  happy  to  hear  Camp  Col. 
that  the  last  Assembly  have  divested  themselves  of  maiiy powers,  which  |*  Oaay^^ 
I  am  convinced  they  were  not  in  bulk,  able  to  execute  themselves,  and 
from  your  known  abilities,  I  confess  I  am  happy  in  thinking  they  will 
in  your  department  receive  every  advantage  that  our  impoverished  state 
of  finance  will  afford. 

My  situation  has  not  been  enviable,  but  a  most  unhappy  one.  Called 
into  the  field  by  men  whom  I  sincerely  loved*  (without  arms,  money, 
men  or  resources,  but  what  my  feeble  interest  could  procure)  added  to 
my  own  personal  safety,  I  was  compelled  to  exert  every  faculty  to  get  a 
small  body  together,  people  with  menaces  of  a  powerfuU  enemy  in  their 
neighborhood  does  not  deserve  little  credit  in  embodying  before  their 
foes  allmost:  and  as  the  best  of  principles  induced  themjto  take  the  field, 
so  they  nobly  braved  every  diflSculty  in  remaining  with  me.  the  arms 
I  was  obliged  to  procure  in  an  invalid  state.  Mechanicks  was  to  hire  to 
put  them  in  order,  and  without  Bayonets.  I  was  obliged  to  act.  horse- 
men was  to  equip  &  I  must  find  materials  to  make  the  Swords  &  influ- 
ence Smiths  to  do  the  work.  Neither  Powder,  Ball  or  Cartridge  paper 
was  found  me,  but  by  force  of  arms  was  compelled  to  seize  it  where  it 
could  be  found :  &  as  to  provision,  I  supply'd  my  men  on  the  same  terms — 
tho'  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  Isle  of  Wight  Cty,  which  has  served  the 
Troops  since  Leslies  invasion,  not  a  man  has  murmered,  notwithstanding 
they  have  never  received  a  Shilling,  even  of  nominal  money.  About  12 
have  taken  up  arms  &  refuge  with  the  Enemy  from  Nancemond,  &  none 
of  Isle  of  Wight.  They  are  now  turning  out  to  a  man  required,  and 
we  have  no  arms  to  put  into  their  hands — About  seventy  which  was  left 
at  the  shop  to  be  repaired,  was  destroyed  by  Lord  Comwallis.  they 
were  ordered  to  be  removed,  but  the  timidity  of  my  C.  of  Military  Stores 
got  the  better  of  his  duty  &  he  left  them.     My  stock  of  powder  is  not 

*The  Governor  and  Marquis. 
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exhausted,  but  that  of  lead,  paper  &  flints  is,  so  that  I  cannot  now  mus- 
ter ten  rounds.  I  have  remained  till  the  danger  here,  seems  dispelled, 
and  am  now  determined  to  go  to  Prance,  in  and  with  some  vessels  of 
mine  from  North  Carolina,  which  will  sail  in  six  weeks.  Can  I  be  hon- 
ored with  any  business  that  may  render  service  to  my  Country,  or  profit 
to  myself?  I  shall  visit  Holland  before  I  return — My  losses  has  been 
considerable,  and  my  being  out  of  the  military  line,  and  only  thought  of 
in  times  of  extremity,  convinces  me  that  I  have  no  further  business  in 
the  Pield.  for  which  reason  I  am  determined  to  visit  Europe, — if  I 
arrive  safe  there,  my  property  will  enable  me  to  live  in  a  manner  that 
will  wash  of  the  late  toilsome  years  I  have  spent  in  the  service  of  my 
Country,  &  I  then  can  solace  myself  with  the  happy  Idea  of  having 
done  my  duty,  unenvied  and  unabused.  pi'evious  to  my  departure,  a  drop 
or  two  of  blood  must  be  spilled,  the  British  Fleet  has  sailed  nO  doubt, 
but  Baltimore  &  Philadelphia  is  their  object,  as  they  carried  Plat  Boats 
with  them,  and  about  3000  men,  includg.  Simcoe's  Corps. 
I  have  no  more  paper,  but  am  affecy.  yours  " 


August  3d 

New  Kent 
Co. 


EiCHD  C.  Graves  to  Col:  Davies. 

Has  received  the  order  for  collecting  horses  &e — has  recovered  thirty — 
Many  more  are  secreted  by  the  people,  but  he  means  to  find  them ;  and 
desires  to  know  how  to  proceed  against  those  who  will  not  deliver  them 
up — Has  rec'd  application  from  the  wounded  OiHcers  at  Cumberland  for 
several  horses,  saddles  and  bridles,  who  have  Orders  from  the  Marquis 
on  the  Q.  Master  Genl :  for  them,  but  he  deehned  to  deliver  any  with- 
out the  Order  of  the  Executive  or  Capt ;  Young.  Bequests  instructions 
as  to  what  he  shall  do  in  this  matter. 


August  3d 


Vanswearinqen  Ct:  LiEUT:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Berkeley  Co.  The  Orders  to  assist  the  Commissioner  of  the  County  in  forwarding 
flour  to  the  Army  were  duly  received ;  and  he  found  on  hand,  about 
"Twenty  Ton  of  Flour  in  the  County"— Mr.  McAlister,  former  Commr 
had  proceeded  to  transport  this  flour  to  Alexandria- as  ordered,  but  the 
wagons  he  had  employed  at  his  own  cost,  had  been  impressed  into  the 
Army,  he  superceded  by  another  ofiicer,  and  so  the  business  stopped. 

Mr.  McAlister  however  assures  him  wagons  may  be  gotten  to  deliver 
the  flour,  provided  any  assurance  is  given,  that  they  will  be  paid  for, 
and  will  be  free  from  Impressment. 
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Col:  Davies  to  thu  Governor. 
"Sir, 

The  Executive  passed  a  resolution  for  apprehending  and  appro- 
priating of  'strays,  and  authorized  me  to  attend  to  the  execution.  I 
directed  the  Commissioners  of  provision,  who  were  best  acquainted  with 
the  public  cattle,  to  enforce  the  order — In  some  places  from  the  improper 
characters  employed  by  Brown,  there  have  been  abuses. 

But,  Sir,  I  find  this  morning,  to  my  surprise,  that  some  of  the  Quar- 
ter Masters  of  the  Army  have  exercised  the  privilege  of  taking  up 
'strays,  ■  particularly  horses,  and  pretend  to  have  your  Excellency's 
authority  for  it. 

As  I  think  the  measure  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants,  who  will  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  proving  their 
property,  and  as  the  State,  at  all  events  will  not  have  credit  for  them, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Excellency,  whether  it  will  not  be 
proper  for  all  such  horses  to  be  forthwith  delivered  to  the  State  quarter 
master  General,  that  the  owners  may  get  them  again,  or  that  the  Con- 
tinental quarter  masters  should  pass  proper  receipts  for  them.  Should 
they  be  wanting  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Excellency's  most  hble  Servt." 


1781. 
August  3d 

"War  Office 


Maj: 


Nelson*  to  the  Governor. 


August  3d 


"Dr  Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Tinsley,  having  served  as  a  Volunteer  &orse-  Horn  Quar- 
man.  Since  this  invasion,  &  having  acquired  a  Fondness  for  the  service,  ^^' 

is  desirous  of  a  Commission;  he  is  well  recommended  by  Genl:  Muhlen- 
burg,  &  others — I  must  therefore  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
give  him  a  Cornet's  Commission,  with  Instructions  to  join  my  corps  with- 
out Loss  of  Time,  as  we  are  in  want  of  Officers. 

Capt:  Armand  has  just  got  down  from  Winchester  with  the  remainder 
of  my  men:  they  are  tolerably  mounted  &  clothed,  tho'  destitute  of 
every  Kind  of  Arms,  a  number  of  which  are  still  in  the  hands  of  Volun- 
teers, &  I  may  venture  to  say,  they  would  be  of  as  much  service,  could 
they  be  collected  &  put  into  the  hands  of  these  men,  who  are  enlisted 
for  the  war;  &  I  am  sure  there  will  soon  be  a  necessity  to  arm  every 
Dragoon,  if  as  we  hear,  the  Enemy  have  landed  in  Gloster. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dr  Sir 

Your  obedt,  hble  Servt." 

♦  Handsome  impression  of  Seal,  in  wax. 
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1781.  Henry  Belong  writes  to  the  Governor,  that  Eichard  Meanly  a  good 

August  3d    gun-smith  has  been,  by  the  Co.  Court  Martial,  excused  from  a  "tower  of 

Mecklen-       Duty  in  the  Militia  to  Southward,"  provided  he  would  set  about  making 

burg  Co.  g^j,g  fQj,  tjjg  public — This   was   determined   upon   on  account  of  the 

defenceless  state  of  the  Inhabitants — He  has  furnished  him  with  "one 

or  two  hundred  weight  of  Iron  and  some  steel"  to  begin  with — It  is 

proposed  to  dispose  of  the  arms  he  makes  to  the  people  of  the  County : 

but  will  work  entirely  for  the  Country  if  needed — He  has  a  British 

deserter,  a  gun-smith,  working  with  him. 


August  4th     Lieut  Biddolph,  So.  Caeolina  Dragoons,  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency  " 
Richmond  An  unfortunate  officer,  late  of  South 

Carolina  Dragoons  raised  by  the  said  State,  who  not  only  lost  all  his 
Estate  real  &  personal,  in  Georgia  was  taken  prisoner  about  a  month 
before  the  Surrender  of  Charlestown;  when  his  Commission,  by  the 
wantonness  of  some  Highlanders  of  the  71st  regiment,  was  taken  from 
him  &  by  them  tore  to  peices,  addresses  himself  to  your  Excellency, 
praying  for  releif  in  his  unhappy  circumstances,  intending  for  Philadel- 
phia to  state  his  case  to  the  Honble  the  Congress :  as  also  either  to  get 
a  commission  to  raise  volunteers  to  return  to  the  Southward,  or  try  his 
Luck  in  the  navy,  prays  likewise,  Your  Excell'y  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
him  a  Pass  for  that  purpose,  and  such  other  releif,  as  in  his  poor  circum- 
stances. Tour  Bxcelly's  great  wisdom  shall  seem  meet  to  alleviate  his 
Distress ;  he  being  in  pennury,  a  Stranger  to  the  Country,  weak  in  Body 
by  the  sufferings  of  fifteen^/nonths  close  confinement. 

And  your  Excelly's  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 


August  4th  Capt:  E.  Eead  applies  to  Col:  Davies  for  a  warrant  for  Twenty  two 
thousand  dollars,  with  which  to  recruit  twenty  two  men  for  the  war  to 
fill  up  his  Troop :  that  sum  being  the  amount  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose— ^Also  for  a  warrant  to  pay  off  both  officers  and  men  of  Major  Nel- 
son's corps,  who  have  not  received  any  pay  for  fourteen  months. 


August  4th  Capt:  D.  Eagsdale  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Carter's  Upon  his  arrival  he  finds  much  to  his  suprise,  ten  boats  ready  for  use 

o'clock  a°t       *°*^  *^^Sh*  °^°^®  nearly  completed,  but  has  no  means  of  transporting 
night  them.     He  has  "  waited  on  Mr.  Claiborne  who  lies  very  ill  in  this  neigh- 

borhood," and  informed  him  he  was  expected  to  furnish  the  carriages  for 
the  boats ;  and  that  the  Marquis  is  very  urgent  in  his  instructions  for 
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them — Major  Claiborn  not  having  any  prepared,  he  has  sent  the  boats 
by  water  down  to  Westham,  which  saves  forty  miles  of  bad  land  car- 
riage. They  will  be  at  Westham  "by  12-o-clock  a  Monday,"  and  the 
army  quarter  master  should  be  called  upon  at  once  to  furnish  transpor- 
tation for  them  to  the  Army,  until  Major  Claiborne  can  have  the  proper 
carriages  constructed — The  Marquis  has  been  inforined  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way,  and  that  the  boats  will  reach  him  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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1781. 
August  4th 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  4th 


Mr.  Crew  waits  upon  him  for  orders  to  receive  and  dispose  of  the    Richmond 
grain  &c  collected  in  Northampton  &  Accomac,  and  the  money  to  be 
laid  out  in  Salt  for  the  State,  now  so  much  needed — He  has  instructions 
to  purchase  all  he  can,  and  to  adopt  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  run 
it  across  the  "Bay. 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  4th 


He  is  surprised  at  the  discontent  exhibited  by  the  Officers  returned    Richmond 
from  captivity  at  Charleston  in  regard  to  the  "remittance  now  making 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  their  debts. 

Continues,  "Although  I  consider  the  duty  of  my  department  as  dis- 
tinct from  the  Military  Line,  yet  sentiments  founded  upon  a  sincere 
regard  for  the  virtues  of  so  respectable  a  body  of  men,  who  have  Braved 
every  danger  and  difficulty  in  defence  of  their  Country  has  inspired 
me  with  a  desire  of  serving  them  when  it  was  in  my  power.  When 
our  Officers  &  Soldiers  were  in  captivity  at  Charlestown,  I  was  at  much 
pains  to  foward  Tobacco  for  their  support,  and  it  was  accordingly  pre- 
pared. Governor  Jefferson  informed  me  that  Passports  could  not  be 
obtained  from  Genl :  Phillips,  and  thus  the  matter  rested  untill  Ld :  Corn- 
wallis  came  to  this  State.  The  application  ■  for  passports  was  again 
renew'd  and  granted,  for  400  hhds  Tobacco.  An  Exchange  of  Prisoners 
took  place,  still  it  was  said  to  be  necessary  to  pay  off  both  the  publick 
&  private  debts. 

I  have  charterd  vessels  to  carry  this  Tobacco — I  have  informed  the 
Executive  of  it — Genl:  Scott  and  Colo.  Heath  have  been  also  made 
acquainted  with  it,  &  requested  to  give  me  proper  information  how  it 
was  to  be  appropriated  when  it  arrived  at  Charlestown,  that  my  Agent 
might  know  how  to  act — here  my  duty  &  interference  ends  in  this  trans- 
action— So  far  from  having  a  wish  to  injure  or  offend  any  one  of  them  I 
was  well  pleased  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  promote  a  measure,  which  I 
tho't  would  reflect  honour  upon  the  Country,  &  credit  to  the  troops,  by 
a  punctual  discharge  of  debts  contracted  in  the  time  of  distress  with  an 
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1781.       enemy— this  is  my  idea  of  the  matter  &  I  flatter  myself  that  you'll  do 
August  4th  me  justice  shuld  any  of  them  be  mistaken  in  the  part  I  act  upon  this 
occasion." 


August  4th  Col:  Chas:  Dabney  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

Goochland  He  is  collecting  the  remnant  of  the  State  Regiment,  and  the  six- 
*-'•  •^-  months'  men,  and  will  send  them  with  Oflacers  to  Petersburg,  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Prince  Edward  Co  House — He  has  "enquired  of 
Roberts  the  Tavern  Keeper  at  this  place,  after  the  Pipe  of  Wine  left  in 
his  care''  who  informs  him  he  has  saved  about  ten  gallons;  the  remainder 
having  been  taken  by  the  Enemy.  He  has  sent  Orders  to  all  Officers 
belonging  to  the  State  Regiment  to  repair  to  his  head-quarters  at  once. 


August  4th  Samuel  Dyer  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Albemarle  He  has  collected  the  Stores  left  near  Albemarle  Old  Ct  House,  and 
Barracks  ^j^q^q  -^i^at  were  at  Staunton.  "Three  Expresses  have  been  sent  to  Bed- 
ford to  have  them  brought  over  but  on  account  of  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  he  supposes,  has  heard  nothing  from  them.  The  medicines 
shall  be  all  sent  to  Dr.  Pope  as  soon  as  they  are  gotten  together — He 
will  attend  closely  to  his  duties  as  long  as  he  remains  at  the  Post,  but 
this  cannot  be  long,  in  as  much  as  his  pay  (owing  to  the  rapid  depre- 
ciation) does  not  support  him,  altho'  he  lives  in  the  most  frugal  manner. 


August  4th       RoBT.  Forsyth,  Dep:  Com:  Genl:  &o.  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies,  Va. 

"Dear  Sir, 
High  Hills  of  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  26th  June,  which  did 

Santee  ^^^  reach  Camp  until  two  days  ago.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the 
Business  of  my  Office  at  present  is  such,  as  to  prevent  my  answering  it 
so  particularly  as  I  wished ;  however  every  thing  1  can,  shall  be  com- 
municated now,  and  the  Return  you  wish  shall  be  transmitted,  the 
moment  I  have  time  to  make  it  out. 

Inclosed,  you  have  the  late  adopted  System  of  the  Commissaries 
Department,*  which  is  by  no  means  suited  to  the  operations  of  this 
Army:  for  instead  of  subsisting  by  the  deliveries  of  the  State  Agents,  I 
have  to  feed  it  by  purchases  from  the  Inhabitants ;  and  with  Respect  to 
Bread,  my  Assistants  have  generally  been  obliged  to  reap  &  thrash  the 
Wheat,  and  always  to  superintend  the  Mills,  where  the  Grain  has  been 
sent,  in  order,  to  get  it  manufactured. 

*  Not  found. 
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I  think  with  you,  that  it  is  of  real  importance  to  the  State  of  Vir-  1781. 
ginia,  as  well  as  some  others,  to  have  full  credit  for  the  supplies  they  August  4th 
furnish ;  but  I  think  also,  that  it  will  be  a  very  difficult  piece  of  Busi- 
ness to  effect,  for  the  stupidity  of  your  Commissary,  and  Commissioners, 
their  total  want  of  method,  and  great  inattention,  together  with  the 
number  of  Continental  Commissaries,  acting  contrary  to  a  direct  Eesolve 
of  Congress,  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  person  to  do  the  Conti- 
nent &  State  justice.  Mr.  Eobinson  does  not  make  Eeturns  to  me,  of 
what  he  receives  from  the  State  Commissary  or  Commissioners,  nor  am 
I  authorized  to  call  on  him  for  such.  If  he  is  regularly  appointed,  I 
should  imagine  his  Eeceipt  is  a  very  sufficient  Voucher,  to  be  produced 
on  a  general  settlement  in  my  Office,  or,  whenever  the  State  may  render 
an  acct :  of  the  deliveries  to  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Brown  ought  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the  Eeceipts  he  and 
his  Commissioners  take  for  the  ProAfisions  they  may  deliver  Issuing  Com- 
missaries, and  these  ought,  monthly  to  be  delivered  Mr.  Eobinson,  and  a 
general  Eeceipt  for  the  whole  taken.  If  this  is  not  done,  the  Commis- 
sioners will  be  liable  to  many  Errors ;  and  may  deliver  their  supplies  to 
Tom,  Dick  &  Harry,  who  five  months  afterwards  may  not  be  known. 
By  Mr.  Brown's  delivering  in  the  detached  vouchers  monthly,  he  will 
not  only  get  rid  of  a  very  troublesome  number  of  papers,  which  will 
expedite  a  future  settlement,  but  will  put  it  in  Mr.  Eobinson's  power  to 
check  the  Accounts  of  his  Assistants.  As  early  as  last  February,  I 
pointed  out  the  proper  mode  of  delivery  to  Mr.  Brown  by  Letter,  & 
begged  his  attention  thereto :  however  to  that,  and  every  other  Letter 
wrote  him  on  public  Business,  I  have  never  been  favoured  with  an  answer. 

Militia,  acting  with  Continental  Troops  draw,  or  ought  to  draw  from 
the  Continental  Commissaries;  but  in  their  counties,  and  from  thence, 
to  join  the  Army,  and  on  their  Eeturn  Home,  they  should  be  furnished 
by  the  County  Commissioners,  or  Assistant  State  Commissaries.  How 
these  supplies  are  to  be  settled  with  the  Continent,  I  know  not ;  for  I 
have  seen  no  Eesolutions  of  Congress  on  the  Subject. 

The  inclosed  Eesolutions*  will  point  out  to  you  how  far  I  am  con- 
nected with  the  Quarter  Master's  Department.  Tou  will  find  that  the 
Assistants  or  Store-keepers  of  that  Department  are  subject  to  my  direc- 
tions so  far  as  respects  provisions  &c;  and  from  these  people  I  am  fur- 
nished monthly,  or  ought  to  be,  with  Eeturns,  which  point  out  the 
specific  supplies  delivered  within  the  Month,  at  the  Several  Posts — By  a 
Eesolution  of  Congress,  annexed  to  the  Quarter  Master's  System,  there 
are  to  be  no  Issuing  Posts  established  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  except  immediately  with  the  Army,  or  where  Troops  are  sta- 
tioned. All  the  temporary  Issues  on  the  line  of  Communication;  to 
Waggoners,  Marching  Troops  &c  are  to  be  made  by  the  Store-keepers 
appointed  by  the  Quarter  Masters,  who  are  duly  instructed  to  account 

*  Not  found. 
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1781.  for  the  Same :  indeed  all  deliveries  to  the  Continental  Commissary  ought 
August  4th  to  go  through  their  hands,  because  they  make  me  Eeturns,  and  the  Com- 
missaries do  not.  This  matter  would  have  been  made  easy,  if  the  Honble 
the  Congress  had  thought  it  prudent  to  allow  me  an  Assistant  for  each 
State — I  then  could  have  had  one  with  the  Marquiss'  Army,  who  would 
have  attended  particularly  to  the  State  supplies,  all  of  which  would 
have  gone  through  his  Hands  to  the  Issuing  Commissary. 

My  Friend,  you  cannot  possibly  expect  that  any  of  the  Small  quantity 
of  Spirits  'twixt  this  Army  &  Virginia  can  be  Spared  to  the  Marquiss' 
Army.  Mr.  Brown  has  delivered  none  of  the  Seventy  thousand  Gal- 
lons required  by  the  Congress:  for  all  the  Spirits  at  Peytonsburg  &  New 
Glasgow  I  had  sent  from  Fredericksburg  last  February  &  March — I 
made  no  doubt  the  Marquiss'  Army  was  fully  supplied  with  Eum,  by 
Virginia  &  Maryland,  and  nothing  but  the  want  of  Transportation  pre- 
vented my  demanding  Forty  thousand  Gallons  for  this  Army.  When  1 
agreed  to  act  under  the  inclosed  System,  I  had  no  Idea  that  my  Con- 
stant attendance  in  the  Southern  Camp  would  have  been  necessary. 
My  wish  was  to  be  in  the  public  Service,  but  confined  to  the  State  of 
Virginia,  where  I  could  be  near  my  Family,  however,  I  find  my  atten- 
tion so  necessary  with  this  Army  at  present,  that  I  cannot  possibly  get 
to  that  State,  where  I  should  be  happy  to  lend  you  my  every  assistance. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  Esteem 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant." 


August  4th  Genl:  Geo:  EoaERs  Claeke  to  the  Governor  op  Virginia. 

"Sir, 
Weelin  I  make  no  doubt  but  it  was  alarm  to  you  that  I  had  not  left  this 

Country.  Whoever  undertakes  to  Eaise  an  Army  in  this  Quarter  will 
find  himself  disappointed  Except  the  laws  was  of  greater  force,  and  not 
depending  on  the  wills  of  the  populace.  This  Country  call  aloud  for  an 
Expedition,,  wishing  me  to  put  it  in  Execution,  but  so  strangely  Infatu- 
ated that  all  the  methods  I  have  been  able  to  pursue  will  not  draw  them 
into  the  field,  we  have  made  draughts  to  no  purpose.  Governor  Eeed 
have  also  wrote  to  them,  but  to  no  Effect.  Prom  the  time  I  found  I  was 
to  be  disappointed  in  the  troops  ordered  by  Government,  began  to  sus- 
pect the  want  of  men,  which  is  now  the  case  when  every  thing  else  is 
prepard — 

I  could  not  get  Colo.  Gibsons  Eegiment,  otherway  I  should  have  been 
gone  long  since,  but  had  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by  Volunteers,  but 
finding  that  no  arguments  are  suflScient,  I  determined  to  Quit  them  leav- 
ing no  stone  unturn'd,  by  which  they  might  hereafter  Excuse  themselves. 

To  save  the  garrison  of  Pittsburg  from  being  Evacuated,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  spare  them  a  considerable  quantity  of  flower,  but  yet  have 
Enough  to  do  something  cleaver  had  I  men.     1  have  Eelinquished  my 
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Expectation  relative  to  the  plans  heretofore  laid,  and  shall  drop  down  1781. 
the  Eiver  with  what  men  I  have  amounting  to  about  Pour  Hundred,  August  4th 
consisting  of  Crockett's  Eegt.,  Craig's  Artillery,  Volunteers  &  ca.  If  I 
find  a  prospect  of  Compleating  my  forces  in  any  other  Country  I  shall 
do  it,  and  make  my  Strokes  according  to  circumstances — If  I  find  it  out 
of  my  power  to  do  anything  of  Importance,  I  shall  dispose  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Stores  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  Quit  all  further  thoughts  of 
Enterprise  in  this  Quarter. 

I  do  not  yet  condemn  myself  for  undertaking  the  expedition  against 
Detroit.  I  yet  think  had  I  near  the  number  of  men  first  proposed, 
should  have  carried  it.  I  may  yet  make  some  stroke  among  the  Indians 
before  the  close  of  the  Campaign — but  at  present  Eealy  to  be  doubted. 
I  have  been  at  so  much  pains  to  Enable  us  to  prosecute  the  first  plan, 
that  the  Disappointment  is  doubly  mortifying  to  me,  and  I  feel  for  the 
dreadful  consequences  that  will  Ensue  throughout  the  frontier  if  nothing 
is  done.  This  Country  already  begin  to  suspect  it  &  to  Envite  me  to 
Execute  some  plans  of  their  own,  but  I  shall  no  longer  trust  them.  I 
shall  hereafter  transmit  to  your  Excellency  copies  of  all  the  publick 
Letters  sent  &c,  Eeceived  Eespecting  the  Expedition,  by  which  you  will 
see  the  very  great  pains  that  have  been  taken  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Country  to  little  purpose.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  Government 
is  very  hurtful!  to  publick  measures  among  them.  I  have  spared  to 
Colo:  Harrison  £126581..17s.  to  enable  him  to  go  on  with  his  business, 
which  he  is  to  settle  with  the  auditors,  be  pleased  to  order  me  credit 
for  it  on  their  books — I  think  Col:  Harrison  has  done  himself  Honour 
in  conducting  his  business. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your 

Obedt  and  very  Humbl  Servt — " 


SxTRGBON  Thos:  Tud'r:  Tuckee,  to  Gov;  Nelson. 

Having  just  received  information  that  the  Enemy  had  "the  day 
before  Yesterday"  sent  a  Plag  into  Williamsburg  requiring  the  sick  to 
be  immediately  removed,  he  thinks  it  necessary  he  should  return  with- 
out delay  to  the  Marquis  to  get  his  instructions  accordingly — As  soon 
as  this  affair  will  allow,  he  will  wait  upon  his  Excellency  "to  request 
that  assistance  to  our  suffering  People"  which  his  humanity  may  dic- 
tate. 


August  5th 


Capt:  Drewry  Eaqesdale  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  6th 


In  regard  to  the  boats  intended  for  the  Marquis,  two  of  which  he  has  Carter's 
sent  to  Westham^— He  does  not  like  the  plan  upon  which  they  are  made,:  I^erry 

they  will  not  carry  horses  across  the  Elvers;  and  the  Seats  are  so 
arranged  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  men  to  row — As  ten  more  are 
to  be  built,  he  recommends  this  defect  be  looked  into. 
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1781.  Thos:  Hamilton  D.  Q.  Me.  to  Col:  Davies. 

August  5th  .  -n-   i_  J 

Staunton         Forwarding  a  Eeturn  of  the  "Specific  grain  received  at  Eichmond 

by  Mr.  Stephen  Southall  late  Quarter  Master,  to  the  24th  April  last. 

Prom  this   date  his  transactions  begin,  and  he  sends  a  return   of  his 

receipts  both  at  Eichmond  and  Staunton.   Has  never  received  an  article 

of  clothing  for  the  Army— adds  "The  people  who  trades  to  ye  North'rd 

from  here,  destroys  the  credit  of  our  paper  curr'y,  as  they  will  not  part 

with  hardly  anything  but  for  specie." 


August  6th  Tim:  Pickering  Q.  Mast:  Genl:  to  Majoe  Ed:  Claiboene. 

.Camp  at         The  Superintendant  of  Pinance  has  called  upon  him  for  returns  of 
Philipsburg  g^pplJgg  furnished  the  U.  S.  Quarter  Masters  Dept:  by  the  several  States, 
pursuant  to  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  Peby :  25th  1780. 

This  refers  exclusively  to  Forage;  but  by  the  requisitions  of  "the 
Committee  of  Congress  last  Campaign"  horses  &  wagons  and  forage  had. 
been  gotten,  and  from  other  States — He  requests  to  be  furnished  with 
returns  aecordinglj'^,  taking  care  to  keep  separate  the  forage  and  other 
articles — They  are  to  be  laid  before  the  Superintendant. 


August  6th  Col  :  James  Innes  to  "  Sir  John  Petton,  Bart  :  at  Camp  Whiting's 

Mill." 
"Dr.  Sir, 
Nomlny  I  expected  to  have  cross'd  last  night,  but  was  prevented  by  the 

miles  fr  m  ^^ceipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Marquis :  I  have  however  sent  off  an  express 
Brick  House  urging  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  the  Gloster  Militia  with  the  men 
under  my  command  immediately,  and  expect  either  to  hear  from  or  see 
him  very  shortly,  as  I  imagine  he  may  possibly  be  at  New  Kent  Court 
house  this  eveng:  You  will  please  to  despatch  an  express  giving  me  the 
fullest  accts.  you  possess  of  the  enemy's  depredations  and  manoeuvres  in 
G-loster,  that  I  may  be  enabled,  to  transmit  them  immediately  to  the 
Marquis. 

It  is  sometimes  absolutely  necessary  and  politic  to  make  use  of  small 
deception  and  finesse,  you  may  therefore  circulate  in  Gloster,  that  the 
Marquis  has  cross'd  5000  men  over  at  Euflfin's  Perry  to  sustain  your  lit- 
tle armament  and  annoy  the  enemy;  that  he  is  marching  down  on  this 
side  in  person,  with  8000  men,  and  that  he  will  be  as  far  advanced  as 
Kew  Kent  Court  house  this  eveng: 

Keep  your  light  parties  continually  on  the  enemy's  lines ;  you  will  by 
that  means  curtail  their  limits,  and  blind  them  to  our  advantage.    If  you 
should  want  to  write  to  the  Marquis,  by  sending  your  letter  to  me,  I 
shall  be  able  to  transmit  it  to  him  in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  Esteem 
Yrs:  &c. 
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Col:  Eich'd  T.  Moeris  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

August  6tji 

He  was  from  home  very  sick,  when  his  Excellency's  letter  requiring  a  Charlottes- 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Provision  Law,  ' 
came — He  has  always  supposed  these  officers  were  to  come  to  his  house 
and  arrange  their  accts: — but  he  has  lately  been  to  Fredericksburg  and 
Alexandria  to  settle  the  accts :  of  the  agents  of  the  Specific  tax  and 
endeavored  to  obtain  a  settlement  from  all  the  Commissioners  in  the  Coun- 
ties contiguous  to  his  rout,  but  owing  to  the  conflicting  Orders  removing 
some  officers  and  appointing  others ;  to  the  confusion  growing  out  of  the 
removal  of  stores  from  point  to  point,  and  the  remote  distances  at  which 
many  of  the  Commissioners  live  from  each  other,  he  had  not  been  able 
to  obtain  the  required  returns.  Suggests  that  the  G-ovornor  issue  an 
Order  requiring  all  the  Commissioners  in  each  County  to  convene  at 
some  point,  to  make  their  reports;  and  the  agents  of  the  Specific  tax  to 
do  likewise — ^He  will  attend  and  require  a  settlement,  but  unless  this 
be  done,  it  is  needless  to  make  further  efforts  to  this  end. 

Having  been  informed  there  would  be  a  vacancy  in  the  Auditor's 
Office  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Archer,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the 
place  during  the  Session  of  the  Assembly;  but  no  election  having  been 
made,  and  should  Mr.  Archer  still  determine  not  to  serve,  he  begs  to  be 
considered  an  applicant  to  the  Executive,  who  he  is  told  will  make  the 
appointment  in  that  contingency. 


CoL :  Christian  Febiger  to  Col  :  Davies.  August  6th 

He  has  no  officer  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  Paymaster,  but  Cumberland 
expects  one  every  moment — His  first  object  is  to  furnish  "Eagsdale  "' 

with  a  good  Company"  which  he  can  do,  if  Clothing  can  be  gotten.  The 
next  object  is  to  recruit  the  ninety  men  needed  for  Call.  He  has  made 
return  of  what  tools  are  necessary  to  begin  Barracks  "to  Clayburn," 
bnt  he  says  there  are  none  in  his  Department,  which  seems  to  be  much 
out  of  order.  Asks  where  the  different  "  Eendezvous"  are — thinks  all 
the  counties  South  of  James  Eiver,  as  well  as  Amherst,  Albemarle, 
Louisa,  Goochland  Hanover  &  Henrico  should  send  their  men  to  his 
Post — ^Begs  that  Eagsdale's  Company  may  be  provided  With  clothing 
for  the  coming  winter — He  will  have  plenty  of  Beef,  Bread,  and  forage, 
"but  no  Spirits  of  any  kind" — Asks  if  there  is  not  a  Surgeon  for  the 
Post. 
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1781. 
August  7th 
Biclimoncl 


Bassext.Stith,  a.  Paymaster  Genl:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Asking  that  the  sum  of  "Two  Hundred  &  Fifty  Seven  ThousandPounds" 
be  placed  in  his  hands,  to  meet  the  demand  of  Warrants  drawn  by  The 
HonbleMaj:  Genl:  Marquiss  de  la  Payette  on  him  within  a  few  days 
past;  he  having  no  money  on  hand  for  the  payment  thereof. 


August  7th      Goodwin  Wilson,  Surgn  Genl:  Hospital,  to  Colo  Wm.  Davies. 

"Sir, 
Hanover  I  arrived  here  this  evening  with  the  wounded  from  Cumberland, 

''^°''"  and  an  addition  of  forty  sick— I  find  it  impossible,  on  many  accounts  to 
proceed  with  them  to  the  Court  House,  particularly  that  of  accommo- 
dations. I  have  therefore,  with  the  MaTquiss'  approbation  fixed  the 
Hospital  here.  The  wounded  have  been,  and  still  are  destitute  of  every 
article  of  nourishment,  except  common  Eations.  I  must  therefore  beg 
you  will  interest  yourself  in  having  the  warrant  I  left  in  your  hands, 
immediately  complied  with,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  provide  for  their 
Situation. 

Monsieur  Captain,  one  of  the  Marquiss'  Aids,  waits  on  you  and  the 
Executive  (by  his  particular  desire)  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
cure a  "Plag"  to  transport  the  wounded  from  James  Town  to  Rich- 
mond. They  are  suffering  at  this  time,  and  cannot  be  releived  in  any 
other  manner.  A  Surgeon  from  this  place  shall  attend  the  Plag,  if  you 
will  please  to  inform  me  when  it  will  be  ready. 

Monsieur  Captain  will  receive  your  answer  and  transmit  it  to  me. 

I  am  Sir,  Eespectfully, 

Tr:  hble  Servant  &c." 


August  7th 


Dr.  Thomas  Walker  to  Gove.  Nelson. 


"Sir, 

Castle  Hill*  Your  Pavor  covering  the  Eesolution  of  Assembly,  &  appointment 

of  Commissioner  to  settle  &  liquidate  all  accts.  of  Disbursements  & 
Claims  in  the  Western  parts  of  this  State,  bearing  date  July  the  20th, 
I  received :  but  not  till  ten  or  twelve  days  after  its  date.  It  gives  me 
real  concern,  that  my  age  &  Infirmities  render  me  in  my  own  opinion, 
unable  to  perform  this  Service,  when  probably  my  knowledge  of  the 
Situations  of  the  different  posts,  the  navigation  &c  might  have  been  use- 
ful in  the  prosecution  of  this  Business.  It  may  by  some,  be  urged,  that 
my  last  Trip  to  the  Western  Country  was  attended  with  more  hardships 
than  this  probably  would  be:  in  answer  I  say,  that  it  would  not,  had 

*  Subsequently  the  residence  of  the  Hon-  Wm.  0.  Rives,  in  Albemarle. 
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the  Eusiness  terminated  as  I  had  reason  to  expect,  &  I  am  now  more       1781. 
than  two  years  older  than  when  I  sat  jout  on  that  Trip — Those  who    August  7th 
have  experienced  it,  will  acknowledge  that  two  years  after  a  man  is 
advanced  considerably  beyond  his  grand  climacteric  must  make  great 
diference,  as  well  in  his  mental  as  bodily  abilities — 

This  being  my  Situation,  Tour  Excellency,  will,  I  am  sure,  not  take  it 
amiss  in  me,  to  mention  Colo.  Daniel  Smyth  of  "Washington  County,  as 
my  Successor :  he  is  a  stranger  to  you  &  most  of  Tour  Honorable  Board, 
but  not  to  me.  he  lived  with  me  five  years,  was  my  Colleague  as  Com- 
missioner on  the  Carolina  Line,  understands  Accts:  well,  is  honest  & 
diligent:  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  different  Stations,  &  the 
navigation  of  that  part  of  the  Country,  as  well  as. 
Tour  Excellency's 

Most  obliged  humle:  Servant." 


Colo.  John  Page  to  Govr.  Nelson  at  Eichmond.  August  7th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  about  a  week  past,  a  Letter  in  Answer  to  yours  Camp  near 
&  made  an  apology  for  being  so  tardy;  adding  some  reflections  of  my  "bara  s 

own  on  the  situation  of  our  Country,  which  you  had  induced  me  to  do, 
by  kindly  desiring  to  know  what  I  would  wish  to  have  done.  I  write 
now  in  the  absence  of  Col :  Peyton,  who  is  gone  down  to  Kingston,  & 
who  I  believe  has  omitted,  through  hurry  of  business,  to  give  you  an 
Account  of  the  operations  of  the  Enemy  in  our  Quarter  &  of  the  Steps 
we  have  taken  to  counteract  their  Designs — Before  this,  you  must  be 
as  well  informed  of  the  Strength  &  Position  of  the  Enemy,  when  we 
were  obliged  to  retreat  from  Gloster  Court  House,  as  ene  one,  &  there- 
fore I  shall  only  observe  that  by  some  unknown  cause,  your  Orders  to 
the  County  Lieut,  to  embody  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Militia  did  not  reach 
him  till  7  days  after  the  date  of  it,  when  I  found  it  by  an  accident, 
opened  it  &  sent  it  hn  by  Express  ;  that  by  some  unlucky  circumstance, 
the  Orders  issued  by  the  Field  Oflficers  for  embodying  the  whole  of  the 
mUitia,  on  the  appearance  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  in  Tork  Eiver,  was  not 
executed  as  well  as  could  have  been  wished,  that  therefore,  after  the 
Enemy  had  landed  about  700  of  their  Troops  at  Gloucester  Town,  &  we 
had  waited  in  vain,  til  10-o-clock  at  night  for  Eeinforcements  of  militia, 
we  retreated  with  102  men,  exclusive  of  Officers,  chiefly  the  militia  of 
Ware  &  Petsworth,  Keeping  the  Eoad  which  leads  to  King  &  Queen, 
hoping  to  meet  Detachmts  of  militia  from  that  County  on  which  we  had 
called  for  assistance.  "We  took  with  us  all  the  arms,  ammunition  &  Pro- 
vision we  had  at  the  Court  House,  &  the  Field  piece,  which  we  had  mounted 
whilst  the  Enemy  were  in  "Willmsburg — "We  retreated  as  far  as  Duvalls, 
before  we  halted,  where  we  rested  about  an  hour  &  then  proceeded  on 
to  the  Hill  on  the  King  &  Queen  side  of  Whiting's  Mill,  where  we 
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1781.  encamped  &  determined  to  wait  for  Eeinforeements,  taking  every  Pre- 
August  7th  caution  to  guard  against  a  Surprise. — here  we  were  joined  by  Oapt: 
Bddins  &  that  Part  of  the  Small  party  of  Artillerists  &  militia  who  had 
stuck  by  him  on  his  Eetreat  from  his  Post  at  Gloster  Town — In  Justice 
to  him,  I  must  observe  that  he  appears  to  have  acted  with  Spirit,  vigi- 
lance &  activity — he  maintained  his  Post  with  an  old  12-lber,  'till  the 
Enemy  were  near  the  shore  in  10  of  their  flat-Bottomed  Boats,  he  hav- 
ing previously  removed  the  2  freneh  18-lbers,  1.  in  a  Boat  up  the  Eiver, 
the  other  on  a  carry-log  into  the  County  where  I  believe  it  is  still  safe. 
Colo.  Peyton,  as  soon  as  it  was  certain  that  the  Enemy's  ships  were 
standing  into  York,  ordered  all  the  horses  below  the  Court  House  to  be 
removed  &  brought  to  his  Compy,  but  we  were  able  to  get  but  few  out 
of  the  way  of  the  Enemy,  had  they  pressed  on.  However,  as  soon  as 
we  were  joined  by  a  Part  of  the  Kingston  Militia,  we  were  enabled  to 
remove  many  from  that  Parish  &  Ware,  &  by  sending  down  a  small 
Party  of  light  Infantry  &  of  Dixon's  Horse,  the  day  after  we  retreated, 
the  Enemy,  who  appear  cautious,  have  been  prevented  from  collecting 
many  horses,  or  from  foraging  above  Mr.  Whitings  Quarters,  except  on 
the  morning  before  they  got  down,  when  they  had  been  as  far  as  Mr. 
Burwell's  Church-Quarter,  from  whence,  &  Colo  Lewis'  adjoining  it,  they 
drove  off  all  the  Stock  and  took  off  a  few  negroes — ^Notwithstanding 
the  Enemy  have  not  been  3  miles  above  Gloster  Town,  except  on  the 
Morning  after  their  landing,  which  was  on  the  1st  Inst :  those  unhappy, 
deluded  People  are  continually  going  over  to  them,  to  the  ruin  of 
many  of  us,  &  the  Enemy  continue  their  diabolical  Practice,  I  am  just 
informed,  of  sending  out  amongst  us  Persons  infected  with  the  Small 
Pox — As  soon  as  it  was  in  our  Power,  we  began  to  remove  the  public 
Grain  &  the  records  of  the  County.  We  have  not  been  able  to  spare 
men  to  drive  off  stocks  of  Cattle,  but  as  several  Gents:  have  set  the 
example,  I  hope  many  will  be  removed,  unless  the  Enemy  should  come 
out  in  force — You  know  Sir,  how  our  County  is  intersected  by  water 
Courses,  navigable  by  their  flat  bottomed  Boats,  which  enabled  them  to 
have  got  on  our  Planks  &  Eear  in  a  single  night,  had  we  remained  at 
the  Court  House — We  therefore  thought  it  imprudent  &  impolitic  to 
risk  the  loss  of  the  Stores  &  of  the  precious  few  who  had  nobly  assembled 
in  good  Time,  &  who  showed  a  spirit  that  would  have  done  honour  to 
the  most  virtuous  citizens  of  the  ancient  Commonwealths — ^their  readi- 
ness to  stay  &  oppose  the  Enemy  or  to  march  out  of  their  County, 
leaving  their  wives,  their  children  &  their  all  behind  them,  at  the  mercy 
of  their  cruel  &  revengeful  Enemy,  despising  every  thing  in  comparison 
of  their  country,  &  executing  every  order  with  cheerfulness  &  alacrity, 
showed  that  they  were  well  worth  our  endeavours  to  preserve  them  for 
some  more  favorable  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  Desire  of  serving 
their  Country  more  effectually  than  they  could  at  that  time.  I  must 
however  remark  in  Justice  to  that  Part  of  the  Militia  who  did  not  join 
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us  'till  a  Day  or  two  after  our  Eetreat,  that  they   showed  a  noble       1781. 
undaunted  Spirit,  and  do  assure  you,  that  it  has  been  proposed  by  sev-    August  7th 
eral  of  those  OflSeers  and  their  Men,  to  go  down  &  oppose  the  Enemy  at 
all  Events ;  others  declare  if  the  Country  will  not  support  them,  they 
will  go  down  &  sacrifice  themselves  in  Defence  of  their  County. 

If  there  be  a  County  in  Virginia,  worthy  of  the  Assistance  of  the 
State,  &  which  can  be  an  object  of  the  Enemy,  I  venture  without  vanity 
or  Partiality  to  say,  it  is  Gloster.  But  I  was  much  distressed  last  night 
to  find  that  after  we  had  been  promised  assistance  from  the  Marquiss,  & 
Col:  Innes  had  intenda(l  to  have  joined  us  with  400  men,  that  we  are 
put  oflf  with  a  Eequest  to  amuse  the  People  with  a"  finesse. 

I  enclose  you  the  Colos  Letter.  Col :  Bay  top  who  received  it  whilst 
Colo  Peyton  &  myself  ware  out  of  Camp,  was  willing  to  comply  with 
the  Eequisitions,  &  therefore  read  the  tantalizing  clause — but  judge.  Sir, 
what  will  be  the  People's  sentiments,  when  they  shall,  as  they  soon 
must,  discover  that  it  was  all  a  Delusion !  I  wish  for  my  part,  never  to 
deceive  them :  if  they  desire  that  we  shall  reproach  our  Country  by 
making  a  Sacrifice  of  ourselves,  I  shall  blush  not  to  follow  their  example, 
&  join  them  in  reviving  the  ancient  &  true  Spirit  of  Patriotism. 

I  should  have  observed  that  about  150  Militia  of  King  &  Queen  County 
embodyed  the  day  before  yesterday,  &  encamped  within  a  Mile  of  us, 
but  as  many  of  them  are  without  Arms,  their  Colo  proposes  to  discharge 
them.  I  would  wish  however  that  they  should  not  be  discharged  untill 
a  sufficient  number  of  our  Militia  come  in  to  take  off  all  our  spare  Arms ; 
because  should  the  Enemy  come  out  before  this  Event  may  happen,  we 
could  furnish  the  King  &  Queen  Troops  with  those  Arms — We  yesterday 
Evening,  moved  down  to  a  more  healthy  situation,  about  a  mile  below 
our  former  Encampment,  with  Hubard's  Mill  in  Front.  We  have  about 
50  Light  Infantry  &  about  10  Horsemen  on  the  Enemy's  lines,  with  post 
Eiders  Stationed  every  3  miles  up  on  the  Eoad.  But  every  precaution 
will  avail  us  little,  if  the  Enemy  seriously  mean  to  attack  us,  as  we  have 
but  few  Bayonets  &  Cartouch  Boxes,  &  have  not  Six  Eounds  of  Car- 
tridges &  most  of  them  much  injured — It  is  said  that  a  considerable  Part 
of  the  Enemy's  Ships  &  Vessels  are  gone  down-  into  the  Bay  as  if  to 
Portsmouth,  possibly  for  more  Troops,  and  it  is  said  they  have  not  more 
than  1500  at  York  &  Gloster  inclusively. 

I  am,  dr  Sir,  with  great  Eespt :  &  Esteem  yrs." 


Wm.  McCraw,  Dep:  Q.  Master,  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  7th 

He  has  a  number  of  men  in  the  Public  Service  at  this  Post,  wagoners,  Peytonshurg 
Express  Eiders,  Canteen  makers  &c,  for  whom  he  has  promised  to  procure 
credit  "for  a  Tower  of  duty"  provided  they  will  work  faithfully;  other- 
wise it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  business  of  his  Department. 
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1781.  The  Court  Martial  of  Pittsylvania  County  threaten  to  declare  these  men 
August  7th  liable  to  six  months  service  in  the  Army,  which  is  destructive  to  his 
business.  He  therefore  begs  for  some  protection  in  this  matter,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  engage  men  to  work  for  the  Government,  unless  they  are 
exempt  from  field  service — The  Southern  Army  is  seriously  suffering  for 
horse  shoes  &  canteens,  which  he  cannot  supply  if  deprived  of  the  work 
of  these  men. 

Wagons  cannot  be  obtained,  except  by  promising  the  owners  that  the 
drivers  and  team  shall  be  exempt  from  impressment:  hence  he  has  not 
been  able  to  foward  the  Commissary  stores  to  the  Southward,  especially 
as  the  Commissioners  under  the  Provision  Law  have  never  furnished 
him  with  a  Brigaded  wagon, — although  called  urgently  upon  to  do  so. 
Begs,  Some  mode  be  adopted,  by  which  he  may  be  supplied  with  forage, 
of  which  he  is  in  great  need. 


August  8th  Capt  :  H.  TouNQ  TO  CoL :  Da  VIES. 

BichmoDd  Asking  for  a  guard  from  Col:  Dabney's  command  to  take  charge  of 
the  Boats  at  Westham ;  which  he  suggests  should  at  once  be  removed  up 
to  Woodson's  Perry  near  Goochland  Court  House  for  security. 


August  8th  Major  Eichd.  Call  to  Col  :  Davies. 

"Sir, 
Mr. Walker's  I  presented  your  order  to  Capt  Tibbs  (Capt:  Peyton  being  out  of 

Charlottes-"'  ^^^  way)— he  cannot  furnish  the  Cloaths  immediately— 50  hands  will 
ville  stop  working  after  to-day,  for  want  of  thread  and  buttons — When  these 

are  furnished  he  can  turn  oif  200  Suits  in  14  days" — The  shirts  cannot 
be  made  for  want  of  money.  The  Conductor  of  Mil:  Stores  has  just 
returned  from  Leesburg  without  having  found  any  accoutrements  there, 
and  could  hear  nothing  of  them.  Only  thirty-four  sets  have  been  col- 
lected, &  they  out  of  repair,  "  stripped  of  cruppers  &  straps  &c  by  the 
volunteers  who  used  them" — Col:  White  has  only  twenty  sets  in  his 
Eegiment,  so  that  unless  arms  and  accoutrements  are  supplied  from 
Eichmond,  the  men  and  horses  will  be  entirely  useless  to  the  State. 
***** 

He  will  leave  that  place  in  a  day  or  two  with  his  command  for  Manakin 
Town,  which  the  "  Baron"  has  informed  him  is  the  intended  point  of 
Eendezvous  for  the  Cavalry. 


August  8th  Beertman  Green,  A.  D.  Quarter  Master  to  Col:  Davies. 

Richmond        He  arrived  only  the  night  before,  and  has  occupied  Majr.  Claiborne's 
old  ofllce,  but  is  not  prepared  for  business — will  make  every  effort  to 
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foward  the  "Boat  business,"  but  as  yet  there  is  not  a  District  Quarter  1781. 
Master  here,  nor  a  single  article  of  Stores — Major  Claiborne  has  been  August  8th 
much  deceived  in  regard  to  the  furnishing  the  carriages,  and  has  ordered 
Capt:  Drew  at  Carter's  "Ferry"  to  dismount  the  bodies  of  five  or 
Six  Continental  Wagons''  and  to  send  them  down  to  transport  the 
Boats,  together  with  their  teams.  He  has  sent  the  like  instructions  to 
Capt  Hendricks  at  Alexandria,  who  has  not  made  the  carriages  and  no 
prospect  of  its  being  done — By  this  means  he  hopes  to  have  in  a  few 
days  "  eight  or  ten  mounted  &  foward  to  the  Army." 

As  to  the  horses  impressed,  he  is  aware  that  many  have  been  lost ; 
but  many  have  also  been  returned  to  their  owners — Major  Claiborne  did 
not  think  himself  justifiable,  without  authority  from  the  Executive,  in 
branding  private  horses  impressed  for  a  special  service,  and  where  they 
were  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  the  demand  for  them  ceased — Had  this 
been  ordered,  it  would  have  saved  much  expence  to  the  Continent,  and 
less  trouble  to  him. 


Col:  J.  Banister  to  Govr  Nelson. 
"Dear  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Davies,  I  have  ordered  out, 
&  by  every  exertion,  attempted  to  collect  one  fourth  part  of  the  Militia, 
but  in  vain,  having  only  been  able  to  assemble  a  Company  of  about 
seventy,  instead  of  one  hundred  &  fifty — "With  this  Company  I  have 
attempted  to  apprehend  the  Delinquents,  which  ought  at  all  events  to 
be  effected,  as  an  Example  in  future — I  never  knew  so  great  a  change 
among  men  in  my  life,  since  the  Enemy  have  been  posted  at  Peters- 
burg— ~No  doubt  it  is  owing  to  their  practices  thro'  the  mediation  of 
Tories — If  you  approve  of  my  keeping  this  Company  a  few  dales  longer 
to  enforce  the  orders  I  have  given,  you  will  please  to  signify  it  by  return 
of  the  Bearer."  *  *  *  *  * 

"  The  leaving  the  So.  Side  of  Jas :  Eiver  without  Troops  to  make  a 
defence  against  the  incursions  of  the  Enemy  has  produced  worse  effects 
than  the  ruin  of  individuals — "       *  *  *  * 

"  There  are  not  wanting  Instances  of  great  impropriety  of  political 
conduct  here,  and  I  wish  to  know  what  may  be  done  with  them.  I  have 
not  seen  any  of  the  Laws. 

Tour  Excellency's  mo ;  obed  &  mo : 

hble  Servt." 


August  8th 


Dinwlddie 
Co. 


E.  Simpson  to  the  Governor. 


August  8th 


Praying  for  exemption  from  military  duty  certain  artizans,  employed  Spotsylvania 
with  him  by  Genl :  Spotswood  in  making  the  necessary  accoutrements 
&c  for  his  Legions. 
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1781.  John  Doksius  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

August  8th 

Eichmond  Applying  for  £54,000  in  currency  to  enable  him  and  John  Evans, 
Isaac  White-  and  Daniel  Jacobs,  citizens  of  South  Carolina  landed  at 
Jamestown  from  a  Cartel  vessel,  to  purchase  horses,  by  which  to  return 
to  their  homes — This  large  sum  is  necessary  on  account  of  "the  high 
prices  to  which  horses  have  risen." 


August  8th  COL :    Wm.    Da  VIES   TO   THE   EXECUTIVE. 

"Sir, 
"War  Office  I  have  been  conversing  with  Mr.  Anderson,  upon  the  Subject  of  a 

Corps  of  Artificers.  We  seem  to  agree  in  opinion  that  the  following 
plan,  or  some  thing  similar  may  be  proper.  The  prices  are  not  exactly 
ascertained,  as  in  some  of  the  branches,  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  recollect 
the  old  prices. 

1.  Captain — James  Anderson. 

1.  Capt:  Lieut: — @  11.  S.  a  day. 

1.  First  Lieut:       "    10.  S.  a  day. 

1.  Second  Lieut:    "      9.  S.  "     " 

day — according  to  their  work. 


1    Third 

"     8.  S.  " 

12.  Gunsmiths 

good  @  5.  S.  pr 

6.  Gunstockers 

"  5.  S. 

24.  Blacksmiths 

"  4.  S. 

1.  Striker 

"  2.  S. 

7.  Nailers 

"  4.  S. 

12.  Carpenters 

"  4.  S. 

12.  Sadlers  &  harness  makers  "  4.  S. 

10.  Wheelwrights 

"4.S. 

24.  Shoemakers 

"  3.  S.  pr 

24.  Taylors 

"  3.  S.    " 

day. 

132,  in  the  total — There  may  be  one  or  two  more  trades,  not  now  thought 
of,  which  may  be  hereafter  included. 

Mr.  Anderson  depends  for  a  further  allowance  (in  addition  to  his  pres- 
ent pay)  upon  the  advantages  which  in  the  course  of  a  year  the  govern- 
ment finds  to  result  from  the  Establishment. 

This  circumstance  is  in  our  favour,  and  will  I  hope  prove  a  stimulus 
to  his  exertions— The  point  of  fork  will  be  a  good  place  for  an  interme- 
diate magazine;  it  is  not  as  yet  safe  enough  for  any  extensive  design  to 
be  attempted  att.  We  have  therefore  thought  of  fixing  our  Artificers 
between  New  London  and  the  Eiver,  where  provisions  can  be  procured 
with  more  ease,  and  the  stores  readily  sent  down  by  water,  besides  the 
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advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Ross'  works.  If      1781. 
the  government  approve,  I  will  take  immediate  measures  for  the  Execu-   August  8th 
tion  of  the  design." 

I  have  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  mo :  obt  Servt. 


Major  Alexd.  Dick  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


August  8th 


He  is  ordered  by  Col:  Dabney  to  this  place  of  Rendezvous,  and  finds  Prederic'sb'g 
a  number  of  six  months  men  unfit  for  any  military  duty,  and  who  would 
be  a  disgrace  to  the  Country.     Genl:  Weedon  thinks  if  four  of  them  are 
allowed  to  procure  "a  Soldier  for  the  War"  the  regiments  may  be  filled 
up.     Concludes,  "It  is  my  wish  to  command  men,  with  whom  I  could 

storm  ,  Portsmouth  if  Ordered — I  hope  to  march  with  the  first 

Battalion  by  the  first  of  next  month,  when  if  you  will  permit  me  to  go 
on  the  South  Side  of  James  River,  I  think  with  Colo.  Parker's  assist- 
ance, I  shall  scour  Princess  Ann  &  Norfolk  Counties  &  not  allow  them 
to  put  their  noses  out  of  Portsmouth." 


Capt:  Henry  Young  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  8th 


Enclosing  Col:  James  account,  with  enquiry  as  to  its  payment — Capt:    Eichmgnd 
Roane  desires  him  to  inform  Col:  Davies  "that  the  Enemy  have  not  left  a 
single  eighteen  pounder  in  the  State" — He  is  about  to  have  the  carriages 
for  the  boats  built. 


"At  a  Court  martial  held  in  Accomack  August  8th  1781  for  the  Trial  August  8th 
of  The  Rev:  John  Lyon,  on  a  charge  Exhibited  against  him  by  Collo.  AccomacCo. 
John  Mapp,  setting  forth "  that  the  said  John  Lyon  had  given  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  Enemy  in  the  late  Invasion,  by  serving  them  with  pro- 
visions, giving  intelligence  and  by  voluntarily  going  on  board  a  British 
Barge  commanded  by  "a  certain . Robertson  &c,  and  that  he  was  an 
enemy  to  the  Independence  of  the  United  States,  &c,  testimony  was  duly 
taken  upon  said  charges,  by  the  Court,  composed  as  follows 

Coll :  John  Cropper  President. 
Coll:  Wm.  Parramore  Capt:  Robt.  Coleburn 

Maj  Henry  Custis  "      Wm,  Snead 

Capts:  Wm.  Polk  "      Zorobabel  Rodgers 

"      John  Custis  "      Alex:  Stokely 

Lieut:  John  Dix —  Thos  Burton,  Ensign 

Thos:  Lillarton,  Ensign  Benj:  Peck  " 

George  Corbin  Esquire,  Judge  Advocate. 
39 
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1781.  The  Prisoner  upon  the  testimony,  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to 

August  8th  five  years  imprisonment,  at  such  place  as  the  Governor  should  designate. 
Capt:  Thos:  Parker  ordered  to  take  charge  of  him  until  instructions 
from  the  Executive  should  be  received  &c. 


August  9th  Capt:  Thomas  Warman  3d  Va.  Eegt:  to  the  Governor. 

Richmond  On  the  17th  July  was  commissioned  Lieut:  in  Col:  Hugh  Stephen- 
son's Eegt :  of  Eiflemen,  raised  to  serve  three  years ;  in  November  fol- 
lowing at  the  reduction  of  Port  Washington  was  taken  prisoner  and 
kept  until  7th  December  1780 — During  this  time  he  was  "Eegularly 
arranged  in  the  Virginia  Line,"  but  has  never  rec'd  pay,  clothing  or  any 
other  perquisites  to  which  ofScers  are  entitled  to.  In  addition  to  this, 
when  captured  he  lost  his  entire  effects  excepting  the  clothing  on  his 
back,  including  a  considerable  amount  of  specie;  and  has  sacrificed  his 
patrimony  in  the  Service  of  his  Country — Lieutenants  Pinney,  Pendle- 
ton &  Bedinger  of  the  same  command  were  captured  at  the  same  time 
have  applied  and  received  full  relief  for  their  losses — He  therefore  now 
begs  to  be  allowed  remuneration  for  his  losses,  having  due  regard  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  upon  the  same  footing  on  which  those 
Gentlemen  were  indulged  &c. 


August  9th  Capt  :  Eobert  Porterfield  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

Richmond  Capt :  Kendall  of  the  Va.  Line  and  himself  have  just  arrived :  are 
paroled  prisoners  from  Charleston,  entirely  without  money,  and  desire 
information  as  to  how  they  can  obtain  relief 

Capt:  Porterfield  continues  "I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  debt  of  thirty  Guineas,  borrowed  by  my  late  brother  Lt:  Colo. 
Porterfield  of  Lord  Eawden,  which,  as  well  as  all  other  debts  contracted 
by  him,  I  have  made  myself  answerable  for.  But  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  that  Gentleman,  whose  great  degree  of  humanity  &  Politeness  to 
my  Brothers  and  others,  while  ill,  not  only  claims  every  exertion  in  my 
power  to  comply  with  my  promise  for  the  payment  of  the  above  debt, 
But  merits  the  Friendship  of  every  good  man."  He  therefore  requests 
that  Mr.  Simons  the  mercht  in  Charleston  who  supplied  the  officers  be 
instructed  "to  pay  that  debt  to  his  Lordship  out  of  the  Tobacco  sent  by 
the  first  "Plag." 


August  9th  CoL:  George  Slaughter  to  Gov:  Nelson,  by  Major  Quirk. 

Falls  of  Ohio  After  referring  to  the  uncertainty  of  communication,  by  the  miscar- 
riage and  frequent  interception  of  Letters,  adds,  "  The  situation  of  my 
little  Corps  at  this  place  at  present,  is  truely  deplorable;  destitute  of 
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clothing,  victuals  &  money,  the  Commissaries  have  furnish'd  them  with  1781. 
little  or  no  provisions  these  three  months  past,  nor  don't  give  them-  August  9th 
selves  the  least  concern  about  it,  and  unless  unexpected  &  immediate 
supplies  of  clothing  &  provisions  are  obtain'd,  I  shall  evacuate  this  Post — 
we  are  neglected  in  every  respect — no  dispatches  from  Government  or 
Genl :  Clark  for  such  a  length  of  time,  that  patience  is  almost  at  an 
end — in  short  Sir,  the  Service  must  be  painful  and  disagreeable  to  any 
man  of  Sensibility,"  &c." 


Major  John  Peyor  to  Col:  Davies. 


August  9th 


In  regard  to  the  "Horse  Accoutrements,  just  arrived  at  Winchester:  Head  Quar- 
of  which  he  has  informed  Col:  White,  by  order  of  Genl:  Weedon.  Park^?""^ 

He  had  requested  Capt :  Bohannan  to  appoint  some  one  at  Westham  Spring 
to  receive  the  damaged  arms  sent  up  from  the  army,  from  time  to  time, 
thence  to  be  carried  by  water  to  Irvine's  store,  thus  saving  "the  amaz- 
ing trouble  of  Waggonage" — "One  King"  at  that  place  had  sent  back 
to  the  Army  all  these  arms— It  is  therefore  highly  necessary  that  some' 
person  should  be  appointed  to  receive  the  arms  at  Westham  for  the 
reason  above  mentioned — The  Marquis  is  very  urgent  to  be  furnished 
with  as  many  arms  as  possible. 

Arm  chests  are  very  much  needed,  to  prevent  the  damage  done  upon 
the  discharge  of  Militia,  by  throwing  their  guns  loose  into  Wagons — 
This  however  is  "a  Continental  look-out" — Innes  is  not  in  camp,  nor 
can  we  hear  anything  of  him. 


E.  Archer  to  the  Governor.  August  9th 

"Honorable  Sir, 

The  exposed  situation  of  my  family,  together  with  the  Richmond 
great  distance  I  live  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  are  reasons  why  I 
cannot,  with  justice  to  the  publick,  or  convenience  to  myself,  any  longer 
continue  to  at  the  Board  of  Auditors.  I  therefore  wish  your  Excellency 
to  consider  me  as  having  now  resigned  my  Appointment  as  a  member 
thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  esteem  &c." 


Capt:  D.  Eagsdale  to  Col:  Davies  (Private). 

"Dear  Colo., 

I  am  fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  your  observation  respect- 
ing the  confusion  Prevailing  among  our  Publick  affairs,  and  the  cause 
from  whence  it  arises. 

This  Evil  I  am  afraid  is  creaping  in  the  line  of  our  Army,  that  is,  that 
part  which  is  employed  in  this  State — You  say  only  4  Boats  are  to  be 
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Cumberland 
Old  C.  H. 
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1781.  sent  down— This  order  came  to  hand  too  late,  for  Ten  had  been  sent,  and 
August  9th  the  other  Bight  would  have  set  out  in  one  hour  after  the  rec't  of  yours, 
had  not  that  Prevented  it.  Just  as  I  had  set  out  from  Eichmond,  Mr. 
Washington  came  after  me  with  the  Inclosed  note,*  w'ch  I  own  to  you 
surprised  me  much.  However  as  I  conceived  such  employment  out  of  the 
line  of  my  Duty,  I  thought  such  a  requisition  could  not  be  made  by  the 
Commg:  Genl:  without  absolute  necessity;  and  on  that  acct,  I  deter- 
mined to  give  every  aid  in  my  Power  towards  Expediting  the  Transpor- 
tation of  the  Boats  &c."  *  *  *  * 
"These  Orders  were  directed  to  me,  but  as  I  was  entirely  Ignorant  of 
the  mode  and  manner  of  Impressing  not  having  been  Honoured  with  so 
agreeable  an  appointment  before,  I  cut  the  Direction  off  &  Intended 
directing  it  to  some  one  whose  mind  had  already  been  reconcil'd  to  the 
Distresses  of  his  country,  for  instance  one  of  the  Quarter  Masters— &e." 
I  am  w'th  respect 

your  De'r  Friend." 


August  9th  Capt:  A.  BoHANNAN  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

"Dr.  Colo., 
Fauquier  I  have  this  moment  return'd  from  Leesburg — the  stores  that 

C.  H.  ^gpe  there  &  at  Noland's  Ferry  are  now  on  their  way  to  this  place:  it 
was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  that  I  cou'd  procure — waggons  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Leesburg  for  the  Transportation  of  them ;  in  short  I 
cou'd  not  have  done  it,  had  I  not  promis'd  to  pay  them  when  they  arriv'd 
at  this  place  &  discharge  them,  it  is  useless  to  pretend  to  impress  wag- 
gons in  this  part  of  the  Country,  as  you  will  seldom  see  a  waggon  on 
any  plantation  but  what  either  wants  a  wheel  or  Geer.  the  Inhabitants 
say  they  are  willing  to  work  for  the  public,  provided  they  cou'd  get  paid 
for  their  Services,   they  are  willing  to  take  what  the  Q.  M.  Genl :  allows, 

tho'  it  shu'd  be  less  than  they  cou'd  get  from  private  persons."  * 

***** 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  militia  agrees  to  get  wagons  if  the 
money  can  be  had  to  pay  the  owners;  he  therefore  sends  an  Express, 
with  a  request  for  "Fifteen  or  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds"  which  it  will 
cost  to  remove  the  Stores — Desires  some  pay  for  himself,  being  without 
a  shilling  and  not  having  received  any  money  for  eighteen  months. 


August  9th  Eev:  Archibald  McEoberts  to  Col:  Davies. 

Providence,       About  the  middle  of  the  last  month  Col :  Tarleton  passed  through 
V*-       •  that  part  of  the  Country,  encamped  at  his  house,  and  among  other 

*  Order  from  Lafayette  Signed  by  G.  A.  Washington  Aid  de  Camp,  to  obtain  by 
impressment  the  means  of  sending  the  Boats  to  the  Army. 
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/  things  carried  off  five  valuable  negroes,  and  all  his  horses — He  left  in  1781. 
place  of  the  latter  some  worn  out  animals,  one  of  which  has  been  August  9th 
claimed  by  the  owner  and  carried  away — He  contends  he  has  a 
right  to  retain  these  horses  to  save  his  crop  and  do  the  necessary  farm 
work,  but  shall  have  them  registered  as  estrays  and  await  the  conse- 
quences, in  as  much  as  he  does  not  think  the  late  Order  of  the  Executive 
in  Council  is  legal.  He  reveres  the  Laws  of  his  Country  but  flatters 
himself  these  horses  are  as  safe  in  his  hands  as  in  their  owners — He  has 
refused  to  deliver  them  to  Capt:  Morton,  who  has  done  his  duty  by 
applying  for  them,  and  who  can  satisfy  his  Excellency  &  the  Council  of 
the  good  standing  and  patriotism  of  the  writer;  and  he  hopes  no  censure 
will  fall  upon  that  officer — He  would  not  have  thus  given  him  trouble, 
but  finds  Capt:  Morton's  Instructions  are  from  him  (Col:  Davies)  and 
he  therefore  addresses  this  letter  to  him. 


Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  August  lOth 

Sends  Return  of  Issues  as  required — Also  of  ready  made  clothing  on  Albemarle 
hand.  Has  made  application  to  the  County  Lieutenants  for  the  quota  Barracks 
of  clothing  required  by  Act  of  Assembly,  but  has  only  received  "a  part 
from  the  Co.  of  Fauquier" — Eegrets  to  find  those  officers  so  negligent  of 
their  duties — He  has  not  as  yet,  been  able  to  employ  any  "Artificers 
from  the  Country",  notwithstanding  he  has  ridden  through  several 
Counties  and  used  every  exertion  for  this  purpose — The  trademen 
beleiving  "the  enemy  will  soon  leave  the  State,  will  not  engage  on  acct. 
of  an  exemption  from  military  duty"  and  say  the  pay  and  credit  of  the 
State  is  so  uncertain  that  they  will  not  work  for  it — Those  discharged 
and  those  left  still  at  work  are  clamorous  for  their  pay,  not  having  rec'd 
a  shilling  for  work  done,  or  as  soldiers  since  they  enlisted — Begs  for  the 
means  of  paying  them  off,  as  they  are  seriously  suffering — He  has 
written  Mr.  D.  Eoss  for  materials  for  the  Soldiers'  clothing,  but  has 
never  had  a  line  from  him,  and  unless  soon  supplied  the  men  will  be  idle. 
The  Articles  most  wanting,  are  coarse  linnen,  coarse  thread  &  buttons, 
not  a  coat  made  having  a  button  on  it;  Serge,  light  colored  cloth  for 
vests,  breeches  or  over-alls — Shoe-makers  tools,  and  linnen  for  shirts, 
which  can  be  made  in  the  neighborhood,  the  people  constantly  applying 
for  work  of  this  kind — 

Mr.  Dyer  has  just  informed  him  of  the  arrival  at  his  Store  of  several 
hundred  Bearskins  from  Peytonsburg,  which  may  do  for  the  Vests  and 
over-alls — desires  to  know  which  are  best  for  the  soldiers  "breeches  or 
over-alls" — The  wagon  load  of  leather  from  Eichmond  just  arrived,  but 
he  fears  it  will  not  make  good  boots,  being  badly  dressed — He  hears  the 
Enemy  has  not  yet  left  the  State,  and  hopes  timely  notice  may  always 
be  given  of  their  approach  so  that  he  may  remove  his  stores. 
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1781.  '  Capt:  Bottrne  Price,  Com:  of  Stores — to  Col:  Davies. 

August   10th 

New  London  Before  he  had  removed  any  stores  to  Crow's  Ferry,  the  order  was 
countermanded  by  Major  Pryor:  everything  therefore  remains  quiet  and 
matters  go  on  very  well,  except  that  the  Laboratory  which  must  stop 
for  want  of  material — The  Tinman's  time  is  out,  also  that  of  Mr.  Clarke 
the  armorer.  It  will  be  impossible  to  keep  the  men,  without  money. 
He  has  lent  to  them  until  some  one  comes  to  give  them  their  wages — 
Should  the  Militia  march  from  that  County,  he  shall  issue  to  them  all 
the  arms  he  has  fit  for  service.  There  are  more  than  500  on  hand,  most 
of  which  want  stocks  &  locks.  The  guns  and  tools  are  branded  U.  S. 
Mr.  Anderson  has  sent  to  him  for  all  the  Smiths  Tools  in  his  hands  as 
State  property,  but  some  one  who  knows  more  of  them  than  he,  should 
attend  with  orders  from  Major  Pryor  or  Colo  Smith,  as  he  has  receipted 
to  them  for  these  articles.  He  cannot  carry  on  "the  Business"  of  the 
Post  without  money — The  Credit  of  the  State  is  so  bad,  that  he  cannot 
get  the  least  thing  done,  without  becoming  personally  responsible  for 
the  payment ;  they  take  their  wagons  to  pieces,  cut  the  gear,  and  ride 
the  horses,  and  when  called  upon  to  ride  express  refuse — and  to  impress 
a  horse  is  to  bring  "a  fight  on  his  hands."  Begs  for  some  clothing  for 
a  few  Continental  Soldiers,  who  have  not  drawn  any  for  three  years — It 
is  discouraging  to  the  men  to  hear  that  money  is  furnished  at  every 
other  Post,  but  they  get  none. 


August  10th  Genl:  Edward  Stevens  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

I  received  your  very  polite  Letter  of  ye  1st  Inst:  In  it  you  express 
your  desire  of  having  ye  Eesolve  of  ye  Assembly  respecting  my  being 
presented  with  a  horse  and  Accoutrements,  carried  into  Execution  in  a 
manner  that  would  be  most  acceptable  to  me. 

Your  Excellency's  attention  in  this,  has  my  warmest  acknowledge- 
ments. At  this  time  I  have  no  horse  in  view.  But  to  prevent  you  far- 
ther trouble,  I  will  look  out  for  one  and  inform  yo  of  it. 

With  every  Sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  hum:  Servt." 


August  10th  Capt:  Nathan  Eeid  to  Col:  Dayies. 

New  London  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  distinguish  the  State  Stores  from  the  Con- 
tinental, on  account  of  the  confusion  attending  their  delivery  at  that 
place— The  Smiths  have  marked  all  repared  arms  U.  S.  Mr.  Price  is  in 
great  trouble  as  to  delivering  the  unmarked  arms  up  to  the  State,  lest 
they  should  belong  to  the  Continental  Service;  but  is  separating  them 
and  will  have  them  boxed  up,  as  fast  as  mended. 
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The  Six  months  men,  he  is  ordered  to  receive,  will  all  desert,  as  he  has       1781. 
no  men  to  guard  them — He  has  receipted  for  one  man  twice,  "  who  has  August  10th 
cleared  ten  men,  &  is  now  clear  himself."  » 

The  Laboratory  is  doing  very  well,  but  must  soon  stop,  unless  sup- 
plied with  cartridge  paper.  Grear  is  not  always  drunk,  nor  always 
sober,  but  has  done  tolerably  well  since  he  came  here. — Continues  "  I 
realy  expected  when  I  heard  of  Tarlton's  being  at  P.  Edward  C.  House, 
that  he  intended  to  come  as  far  as  this  place  &  I  ashure  you  I  never 
work'd  more  Tightly  in  all  my  life,  than  I  did  for  about  twenty  four 
hours — We  had  but  two  or  three  waggons  for  most  part  of  the  time,  and 
in  that  ease  had  no  other  chance  to  save  the  Stores,  but  to  hide  them  in 
different  places  Eound  the  Town,  which  was  done  with  a  great  deal  of 
art  and  security,  so  that' Mr.  Tarlton,  had  he  come,  I  dout  he  would  have 
found  many  of  them.  The  stores  is  all  returned  to  this  place  without 
hardly  any  loss.  The  men  in  this  County  turn'd  out,  exceeding  eleaverly, 
not  less  than  five  hundred  were  collected  in  two  days  after  the  news 
came,  four  hundred  of  which  was  tolerable  well  arm'd — Had  Mr.  Tarl- 
ton show'd  himself  at  this  place,  I  am  satisfied  from  the  closeness  of  the 
woods,  &  the  vast  Quantity  of  under  growth,  he  must  have  suffer'd  very 
considerably."  I  have  just  been  informed  that  one  hundred  &  ninety 
odd  British  Prisoners  from  the  Southward  will  be  in  Town  this  Evening. 
Major  Eose  has  charge  of  them."  *  *  * 

I  am  Dr  Colo 

With  great  regard  &c. 


Capt:  Wm.  McCraw  to  Col:  Davies.  August  10th 

Complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  people  on  account  of  the  Kind  of  Peytonsburg 
wagons  furnished — The  teams  are  old,  very  poor  and  useless  and  most 
of  the  wagons  utterly  unfit  for  Army  purposes,  and  generally  useless. 


John  Browne  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  August  lOth 

"Sir, 

"I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  our  salt  provision  has    New  Kent 
hitherfo  been  useless  to  the  Army,  having  at  this  time  a  large  quantity  °' 

of  Bacon  in  the  care  of  Colo.  James  Mason  in  a  perishable  condition  and 
no  possibility  of  getting  it  to  camp.  Mr.  Eoss'  salt  provision  would  be 
no  doubt  very  acceptable  at  Camp,  but  elsewhere  useless.  The  troops 
will  starvfe  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  &  no  waggons  have  yet  come  to 
hand — I  have  informed  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r,  that  I  decline  acting 
as  Com'y  any  longer  &  request  some  person  may  be  sent  to  take  my 
place. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very  Hble  Servant." 


312  CALENDAE  OP  STATE  PAPEES. 


1781.  Samuel  Dyer  to  Ool:  Da  vies. 

August  10th 
Barracks,  Accounting  for  the  stores  in  his  possession — ^those  from  Bedford 
Albemarle  arrived,  and  he  has  all  collected  except  the  canvas  from  Point  of  Fork. 
The  cavalry  accoutrements  expected  from  Noland's  Perry  have  not  come. 
Suggests  the  importance  of  being  furnished  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
wagons  as  Capt :  Peyton  is,  to  carry  off  his  Stores  in  case  of  the  Ene- 
my's approach,  as  they  have  not  yet  left  the  State. 


.August  10th  CoL:  James  Callaway  to  Col:  Davies. 

New  London  He  has  discharged  the  militia,  ordered  to  the  South,  in  as  much  as 
those  from  the  Adjacent  Counties  have  been :  but  ordered  them  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  wagon 
required  has  been  delivered  to  the-Dept:  Q.  Master  in  Amherst  Capt: 
Chas:  Eussell,  but  all  the  clothing  has  not  been  received — Thanks  him 
for  the  compliment  paid  to  the  militia  of  Bedford,  and  assures  him  if 
the  Enemy  ever  make  it  necessary,  they  will  entitle  themselves  to  credit. 
The  clothes  collected  are  85  shirts — 44  over-alls — 40  Hatts — 82  pair 
Stockings — 42  pr:  Shoes — Due  still  9  Shirts  3  pr:  over-alls,  7.  Hatts — 12 
pr:  Stockings,  5  pr:  Shoes. 


August  10th  Mas.  M.  Byrd*  to . 

"Sir, 
WestoTer  Mr.  Southall  waits  on  you,  to  inform  you  of  my  situation,  with 

respect  to  four  Horses  now  in  my  possession,  &  to  take  your  directions 
respecting  them — 

As  I  have  intruded  on  your  leisure.  Sir,  permit  me  to  engage  your 
attention  a  little  longer.  I  am  greatly  injured ;  to  you  I  beg  leave  to 
apply,  for  an  opportunity  of  being  redressed,  this  claim  I  surely  have 
a  right  to  make  as  a  female,  as  the  parent  of  eight  children,  as  a  virtuous 
citizen,  as  a  friend  to  my  Country,  &  as  a  person,  who  never  violated 
the  laws  of  her  Country,  either  by  mistake,  or  intentionally.  No  person 
with  principles  of  honor,  or  any  other  virtue  that  can  grace  humane 
nature,  will  contradict  my  assertion.  I  am  told  that  I  have  some  enemys 
left,  if  I  have,  I  know  them  not,  nor  am  I  known  by  them,  no  person 
who  knows  me  can  be  my  enemy,  for  I  am  at  least  an  inoffensive  per- 
son. I  wish  not  ill  to  the  meanest  creature  on  earth,  if  I  were  con- 
vinced that  your  ear  had  been  abused  with  respect  to  me,  I  would  imme- 
diately wait  on  you  &  convince  you,  that  I  am  as  inocent  of  the  charges 

*The  tone  and  Style  of  this  Letter  induces  the  opinion,  it  was  addressed  to  Gov: 
Nelson;  although  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  was  in  command  of  the  Army  in  the 
Field  and  still  in  this  neighborhood. 
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made  against  me,  as  you  are  yourself — I  owe  too  much  to  my  honor  to  1781. 
betray  my  Country.  No  person  breaths  whose  reputation  is  dearer  to  August  10th 
them  than  mine  is  to  me.  Tou  have  been  so  good  Sir,  as  to  assure  me, 
it  would  give  you  the  greatest  pleasure  to  grant  me  a  flag — I  hope  it  is 
now  convenient;  I  have  lost  49  of  my  people,  3  fine  Horses  &  two  fine 
Ferry  Boats,  all  of  which  Lord  Cornwallis  promised  me  should  be 
returned  me.  Other  people  have  had  flags  granted  them;  the  Baron 
assured  me  I  should  have  one,  whenever  the  enemy  were  inclined  to 
deliver  me  my  people. 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  excuse  my  being  thus  troublesome.  I  hear 
repeatedly  of  the  death  of  my  people,  some  who  wished  much  to  return ; 
others  are  gone  to  N"ew  York — if  I  do  not  recover  my  people,  my  family 
are  ruined,  and  this,  worthy  Sir,  you  have  the  power  of  preventing. 
Shall  it  be  said,  because  I  am  a  stranger  in  the  Country,  that  I  am  not 
to  have  justice  in  any  line.  I  have  sent  my  Soldier,  who  had  lost  his 
life  in  the  Service  of  my  Country — I  have  paid  my  taxes  &  have  not 
been  Personally,  or  Virtually  represented.  My  property  is  taken  from 
me  &  I  have  no  redress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant." 


Colo  John  Monxqomeey  to  the  Governoe  of  Virginia.  August  lOth 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  a  Letter  to  Govr  Jefferson,  dated  Falls  of  Ohio 
from  New  Orleans  January  8th  1781,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you: 
Since  when,  after  a  dangerous  &  disagreeable  voyage  up  the  Mississippi, 
I  arrived  at  Port  Jefferson  on  the.  1st  of  May  last,  when  I  found  the 
Troops  in  a  very  low  and  Starving  Condition,  nor  was  there  any  goods 
or  any  Property  wherewith  to  purchase.  From  the  Illinois  nothing 
could  be  expected,  the  credit  of  the  State  being  long  since  lost  them  & 
no  supplies  coming  from  this  place,  occasioned  an  Evacuation  of  that 
Post,  which  for  want  of  Provisions,  took  place  on  the  8th  June  last. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  I  find  things  in  the  same  Condition — not  a 
mouthful  for  the  Troops  to  eat,  nor  money  to  purchase  it  with,  &  I  have 
just  reason  to  believe  the  credit  of  Government  is  wore  threadbare  here 
also — The  Counties  of  Lincoln  &  Fayette  particularly,  tho'  able  to  sup- 
ply us,  refuse  granting  any  relief  without  the  cash  to  purchase  with  on 
the  spot. — I  am  constrained  to  Billet  the  Troops  thro'  the  Country  in 
small  parties,  for  want  of  necessaries,  except  a  small  Guard  I  keep  in 
Garrison,  so  that  unless  supplies  soon  arrive,  I  fear  the  consequences  will 
be  fatal. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear,  since  my  Return  that  sundry  malicious  aspersions 
have  been  made  to  my  discredit ;  but  as  I  am  conscious  of  the  Rectitude 
of  my  own  conduct,  I  despise  the  Efforts  of  such  &  only  beg  leave  to 
40 
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1781.       request  your  Excellency  would  either  order  me  to  Government  for  an 
August  10th  Examination,  or  else  appoint  a  suitable  number  of  respectable  Gentle- 
I  men  in  this  Country  to  investigate  my  conduct,  so  that  such  aspersions 

shall  not  have  further  weight  with  my  Country. 

I  have  been  in  hourly  expectation  of  Genl :  Clark,  since  my  arrival 
here  else  would  have  the  Honor  to  address  your  Excellency  before,  but 
my  apprehensions  are  now  really  become  great,  seeing  no  reinforcements 
nor  supplies;  especially  as  I  learn  from  Dr.  Troit  that  they  are  very 
Strong  &  Prepairing  against  us — The  Enclosed  copy  of  a  Deposition 
will  explain  the  matter  more  fully — I  have  only  further  to  request  your 
Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  me  as  speedy  an  answer  as  possible, 
with  full  Instructions  how  to  proceed,  as  I  am  at  the  greatest  Loss  under 
my  present  distress'd  circumstances. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  mo :  obedt  Hb  Servt. 

Deposition  referred  to  above. 

James  Ballinger,  Soldr  in  Colo  Slaughter's  Corps,  taken  prisoner  on 
the  9th  March  1781,  by  the  Tawa  Indians, 

Deposeth,  and  saith,  that  on  the  Day  above  mentioned,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Tawa  Indians  at  the  fall  of  Ohio  and  carried  to  Detroit 
and  Examined  by  the  Commandr  Major  DePastor,  respecting  this  place, 
to  which  he  the  deponent  Eeply'd  that  there  were,  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  about  100  Kegulars  and  plenty  of  Provisions  &  Volunteers  enough 
might  be  Had  in  the  Country  in  ease  of  an  Invasion.  The  Deponant 
saith  he  was  frequently  without  the  Stockades  that  include  the  principal 
part  of  the  town,  but  was  not  suffered  to  go  within  the  Port,  but  was 
often  around  it  and  Saw  the  outside  &  Saith  it  appeared  to  be  very 
Strong,  that  all  the  men  Prisoners,  or  Captives  taken  from  us  were 
Obliged  to  work  hard  to  stockade  a  greater  part  of  the  town  &  that  the 
Commat  interrogated  him  Concerning  an  Expedition  expected  against 
Detroit— and  who  was  to  Command  it,  &  when  Col:  Clark  went  to 
Governmt,  to  which  the  Deponant  replied  that  he  Expected  an  Expedi- 
tion &  that  Col:  Clark  should  have  the  Command  &  that  he  went  to 
Governnt  Last  Pall. 

He  further  saith  that  sundry  of  the  Prisoners  inform'd  him  that  an 
Expedition  would  have  been  Carried  on  by  the  British  against  Ken- 
tucky, had  it  not  been  that  the  Enemy  expected  Colo  Clark  in  their 
own  Country— and  further  saith  that  all  the  Indian  warriours  are 
Hberally  Eewarded  for  every  trip  they  make  against  us— &  that  all  the 
Squaws  &  Children  receive  plenty  of  clothing  from  them  &  Eations, 
when  at  Detroit— &  that  almost  every  one  whom  he  convers'd  with 
while  at  Detroit  and  with  the  Indians,  expected  that  if  Colonel  Clarke 
did  not  apear  in  their  Country  soon,  that  very  formidable  army  of  Eng- 
lish &  Indians  would  come  Quickly  into  ours,  and  that  every  Prepara- 
tion was  making  for  that  purpose  &  further  sayeth  not." 
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"The  said  Ballinger  made  his  escape  from  the  Tawas,  after  being  at       1781. 
Detroit,  and  made  Oath  as  above,  this  6th  of  Augt  1781,  before  me.  August  10th 

JNO:  MONTGOMEET  Lt:  Colo." 

By  an  Express  from  Capt :  John  Baylie,  from  Port  St  Vincent  we  are 
assured  that  the  Natchez  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  and  been  taken 
by  stratagem.  Governor  Galvas  was  Bet  back  from  Pencecola  with 
Loss,  he  himself  was  wounded  in  two  Differt  places  of  his  Body  at 
the  time  Natchez  was  taken,  there  was  a  large  convoy  of  Batteauxs 
Bound  for  the  Illinois,  that  fell  into  the  Enemies  Hands,  which  is  a  great 
Loss  to  Illinois,  as  their  whole  dependance  was  on  these  Boats. — these 
with  the  indifferent  Situation  we  are  now  in  at  this  time  I  leave  your 
Excellency  to  Judge. 

Should  we  get  no  Succour  &  that  Soon  what  the  consequences  must  be — 
I  am  Tour  Excellency's  most  Obedt 
Hble  Servt 

JNO:  MONTGEY  Lt:  Colo." 


Colo.  John  Montgomery  to  Governor  Nelson  of  Va.  August  lOth 

"Sir, 

As  i  need  not  be  making  so  many  Eepititions  of  our  Suffrgs  and  Palls  of  Ohio 
Greivances  &  ca.,  which  I  have  wrote  to  your  Excellency  in  my  Letters. 
I  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  send  some  one  to  Government 
that  was  well  acquainted  with  our  Situation.  After  some  Deliberation, 
together  with  the  voices  of  the  Officers  Present,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
major  Thos.  Quirk  was  the  Properest  Person  to  Effect  it,  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  the since  its  being  Eaised its  now  going  on  three  years 

have  Drawn  no  pay  in  these  parts,  nor  only  scarce  Clothing  for  the 
Troops,  which  is  the  Eeason  o/  many  of  the  Best  of  Our  men  deserting 
every  day,  and  if  there  is  no  method  fallen  upon  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  I 
know  not  what  will  be  the  consequence — there  is  no  Eesource  by  way 

of  the can  be  expected,  therefore  if  the  General  should  not  bring 

some  by  way  of  Port  Pitt,  we  shall  be  in  a  deplorable  situation. 

If  there  was  a  possability  of  sending  any  cloathing,  Major  Quirk 
would  be  a  very  fit  Person  to  Entrust,  not  only  the  Cloath'g,  but  the 
pay  of  the  Eegim't,  if  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  send  it  out,  I 
would  not  take  upon  myself  to  point  out  to  your  Better  Judgm't,  but 

OUT  urgent obliges  me  to  go  farther  on  that  head  than  I  would  do, 

and  for  the  Eeasons  above  given — Major  Quirk  will  give  your  Excell'y 
an  acc't  of  any  occurrencies  that  might  happen  at  this  Post — to  whom 
I  refer — I  am  your  Excelly's  most  obt. 

Humble  Servt. 
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1781.  EoBT.  Morris  to  Gov'r  of  Virginia.* 

August  lOth  "Sir 

Philadelphia  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  16th  Instant,  inclosing  a 

certified  copy  of  the  Account  of  your  State  as  it  stands  in  the  Treasury 
Books  of  the  United  States.  I  now  pray  leave  to  recall  your  attention 
to  it.  It  gives  me  very  great  pain  to  learn  that  there  is  a  pernicious 
Idea  prevalent  among  some  of  the  States  that  their  accounts  are  not  to 
be  adjusted  with  the  Continent.  Such  an  Idea  cannot  fail  to  spread 
listless  Languor  over  all  our  operations.  To  suppose  this  expensive  war 
can  be  carried  on  without  joint  and  strenuous  Efforts,  is  beneath  the 
Wisdom  of  those  who  are  called  to  the  high  ofSces  of  Legislation.  Those 
who  inculcate  maxims  which  tend  to  relax  these  Efforts  most  certainly 
injure  the  common  cause,  whatever  may  be  the  motives  which  Inspire 
their  conduct.  If  once  an  opinion  is  admitted,  that  those  States  who  do 
least  and  charge  most,  will  derive  the  greatest  benefit,  and  endure  the 
smallest  Evils,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  shameless  inactivity 
must  take  the  place  of  that  noble  Emulation  which  ought  to  pervade 
and  animate  the  whole  Union.  It  is  my  particular  duty  Sir,  while  I 
remind  my  fellow  citizens  of  these  Tasks,  which  it  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  perform,  to  remove  if  I  can,  every  Impediment  which  lies  in  the  way, 
or  which  may  have  been  raised  by  Disaffection,  self-interest,  or  mistake. 
I  take  therefore  this  early  opportunity  to  assure  you  that  all  the  accounts 
of  the  several  States  with  the  United  States  shall  be  speedily  liquidated, 
if  I  can  possibly  effect  it,  and  my  Efforts  for  that  purpose  shall  be  unceas- 
ing— I  make  this  assurance  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  I  Intreat  that 
the  consequences  of  a  contrary  assertion  may  be  most  seriously  weighed 
and  considered,  before  it  is  made  or  believed — 

These  accounts  naturally  divide  themselves  into  two  considerable 
branches,  viz,  those  which  are  previous  and  those  which  are  subsequent 
to  the  Eesolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  March  1780.  The  former  must 
be  adjusted  as  soon  as  proper  ofiicers  can  ^e  found  and  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  and  proper  principles  Established,  so  as  that  they  may  be  liqui- 
dated in  an  equitable  manner.  I  say  in  an  equitable  manner,  for  I  am 
determined  that  Justice  shall  be  the  Eule  of  my  conduct  as  far  as  the 
Measure  of  Abilities,  which  the  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  bestow 
shall  enable  me  to  distinguish  between  Eight  and  Wrong. 

I  shall  never  permit  a  doubt,  that  the  States  will  do  what  is  right; 
Neither  will  I  ever  believe  that  any  one  of  them  can  expect  to  derive 
advantage  from  doing  what  is  wrong.  It  is  by  being  just  to  Individuals, 
to  each  other,  to  the  Union,  to  all:  by  generous  grants  of  solid  Eevenne, 
and  by  adopting  energetic  methods  to  collect  the  Eevenue;  and  not  by 
Complainings,  Vauntings  or  Eecriminations,  that  these   States   must 


*This  letter  is  dated  July  25th,  1781,  but  the  postscript  doubtless  fixes  the  time 
about  which  it  was  received  in  Virginia  and  acted  upon. 
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expect  to  establish  their  Independence  and  rise  into  power,  Consequence       1781. 
and  Grandeur.     I  speak  to  your  Excellency  with  Freedom,  because  it  is  August  10th 
my  duty  so  to  speak,  and  because  I  am  convinced  that  the  language  of 
plain  Sincerity  is  the  only  proper  language  to  the  first  Magistrate  of  a 
free  Community. 

The  Accounts  I  have  mentioned  as  subsequent  to  the  Eesolutions  of 
the  18th  March  1780,  admit  of  an  immediate  settlement.  The  several 
States  have  all  the  necessary  materials.  One  side  of  this  account  con- 
sists of  demands  made  by  Eesolutions  of  Congress  long  since  fowarded — 
the  other  must  consist  of  the  Compliances  with  these  demands — This 
latter  part  I  am  not  in  capacity  to  state,  and  for  that  Eeason,  I  am  to 
request  the  earliest  Information  which  the  nature  of  things  will  permit, 
of  the  monies.  Supplies,  Transportation  &c  whice  have  been  paid, 
advanced,  or  furnished  by  your  State,  in  Order  that  I  may  know  what  to 
rely  on,  and  how  to  do  equal  Justice  to  those  who  have  contributed  and 
those  who  have  not:  to  those  who  have  contributed  at  one  period  and 
those  who  have  contributed  at  another. 

I  inclose  an  account  of  the  Specific  Supplies  demanded  of  your  State, 
as  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  Congress,  tho'  without  any  mention 
of  what  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  these  Eesolutions,  because  as 
I  have  already  observed,  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  discover  the 
ballance  much  better  than  I  can. 

I  am  further  to  intreat  Sir,  that  I  may  be  favoured  with  Copies  of  the 
several  Acts  passed  in  your  State,  since  the  18th  of  March  1780,  for  the 
collection  of  Taxes  and  furnishing  supplies  or  other  aids,  to  the  United 
States;  The  manner  in  which  such  acts  have  been  executed;  the  times 
which  may  have  been  necessary  for  them  to  operate,  and  the  Conse- 
quences of  their  Operation — I  must  also  pray  to  be  informed  of  so  much 
of  the  Internal  Police  of  your  State,  as  relates  to  the  laying,  assessing, 
levying  and  collecting  of  Taxes.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
that  I  am  not  prompted  either  by  an  Idle  curiosity,  or  by  any  wish  to  dis- 
cover what  prudence  would  dictate  to  conceal.  It  is  necessary  that  I 
should  be  informed  of  these  things,  and  I  take  the  plain,  open  candid 
method  of  acquiring  information.  To  palliate  or  conceal  any  Evils  or 
disorders  in  our  Situation  can  answer  no  good  purpose.  They  must  be 
known  before  they  can  be  cured.  We  must  also  know  what  Eesources 
can  be  brought  forth,  that  we  may  proportion  our  efforts  to  our  means, 
and  our  demands  to  both.  It  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  in  condi- 
tion to  prosecute  the  war  with  ease,  before  we  can  expect  to  lay  down 
our  Arms  with  Security,  before  we  can  treat  of  Peace  honourably,  and 
before  we  can  conclude  it  with  advantage. 

I  feel  myself  fettered  at  every  moment,  and  embarrassed  in  every 
operation,  from  my  Ignorance  of  our  Actual  State,  and  of  what  is  rea- 
sonably to  be  asked  or  expected.  Yet  when  I  consider  our  real  wealth 
and  numbers,  and  when  I  compare  them  with  those  of  other  Countries, 
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1781.       I  feel  a  thorough  conviction  that  we  may  do  much  more  than  we  have 
August  10th  yet  done,  and  with  more  ease  to  ourselves  than  we  have  yet  felt,  pro- 
vided we  adopt  the  proper  modes  of  Eevenue  and  Expenditure. 

Your  Excellency's  good  sense,  will  anticipate  my  Observation  on  the 
necessity  of  being  informed  what  monies  are  in  your  Treasury,  and 
what  sums  you  expect  to  have  there,  as  also  the  times  by  which  they 
must  probably  be  brought  in.  In  addition  to  this  I  must  pray  you  to 
communicate  the  several  appropriations — A  misfortune  peculiar  to 
America,  requires  that  I  intreat  your  Excellency  to  undertake  one  more 
Task,  which  perhaps  is  far  from  being  the  least  difficult.  It  is  Sir,  that 
you  will  write  very  fully,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  several  paper  Curren- 
cies now  circulating  in  your  State,  the  probable  increase  or  decrease  of 
each  and  the  Respective  rates  of  Depreciation. 

Having  now  stated  the  several  Communications  which  are  most  Indis- 
pensable, let  me  intreat  of  your  Excellency's  goodness,  that  they  may 
be  made  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  end  that  I  may  be  early  prepared 
with  those  propositions  which,  from  a  view  of  all  Circumstances  may  be 
most  likely  to  extricate  us  from  our  present  difficulties — I  am  also  to 
intreat  that  you  will  inform  me  when  your  Legislature  is  to  meet — My 
reason  for  making  this  request  is,  that  any  proposals  to  be  made  to  them 
may  arrive  in  season,  for  their  attentive  deliberation — 

I  know  that  I  give  you  much  trouble,  but  I  also  know  that  it  will  be 
pleasing  to  you,  because  the  time  and  the  Labor  will  be  expended  in  the 
service  of  your  Country — If  Sir,  my  feeble,  but  honest  efforts  should 
open  to  us  the  prospect  of  American  glory.  If  we  should  be  enabled  to 
look  forward  to  a  period,  when  supported  by  Solid  Eevenue  and  Eesource, 
this  war  should  have  no  other  duration  than  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
might  allow;  and  when  its  object  should  be  the  honour,  and  not  the 
Independenc  of  our  Country.  If  with  these  fair  views,  the  States 
should  be  roused,  excited,  animated  in  the  pursuit,  and  unitedly  deter- 
mining to  be  in  that  happy  situation,  find  themselves  placed  there  by 
the  very  determination :  If  Sir,  those  things  should  happen,  and  what 
is  more,  if  they  should  happen  soon :  The  Eeflection  that  youV  Industry 
has  principally  contributed  to  effect  them,  would  be  the  rich  Eeward  of 
your  Toils,  and  give  to  your  best  feelings  that  amplest  gratification. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant." 
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Office  of  Finance,  10th  August,  1781.  1781. 

"Sir,  August   loth 

Having  some  Eeason  to  believe  that  the  Letter  of  which  the  afore- 
going is  a  Copy  has  miscarried,  I  take  the  Liberty,  in  the  Absence  of 
the  Superintendant,  to  transmit  this,  as  his  Official  Assistant. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  & 
humble  Servant — 

GOUV:  MOEEIS." 
His  Excellency 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 


James  Hats  to  the  Governor.  August  llth 

Forwarding  the  Militia  Law,  and  the  Proclamations,  ordered  to  be  Charlottes- 
rinted,  but  Mr.  Beckley  being  at  the  S] 
procure  other  documents  to  be  printed. 


printed,  but  Mr.  Beckley  being  at  the  Springs,  he  has  not  been  able  to  ^'  ® 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Hon:  David  Jameson.  August  llth 

The  Officers  of  the  State  Garrison  Eegiment  having  refused  to  accept  War  Office 
their  pay,  for  certain  months  in  1780  &  81,  on  account  of  not  being 
allowed  for  full  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  altho'  the  State  has 
advanced  considerably  to  them,  he  submits  whether  it  will  not  be  proper 
to  apply  the  money  intended  for  them,  to  Capt :  Bohannan's  purposes  in 
removing  military  stores  &c. 

Undorsed. 

"  The  Commissioner  of  the  War  Office  will  be  pleased  to  acib  in  this 
matter,  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

DAVID  JAMESON." 


John  Browne,  C.  Genl:  &  Come  of  Virga  to  Gov:  Nelson.         August  llth 

"Sir, 

I  have  several  times  inform'd  Col :  Davies  &  Major  Claiborne,  the  Camp  New 
necessity  of  waggons  being  immediately  sent  to  the  Army,  or  the  Troops  ^^'^^  C.  H. 
would  suffer,  but  as  yet  not  a  waggon  have  come  to  hand,  nor  do  1 
hear  of  any  on  the  way,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  meal  greatly 
increased:  from  which  I  foresee  the  impossibility  of  subsisting  the  Army 
any  longer,  and  the  blame  of  course  fall  on  the  Commissaries,  in  order 
to  Extricate  myself  from  the  disagreeable  Situation  that  always  insues 
the  want  of  provisions,  I  must  beg  leave  to  resign  my  appointment  as 
Commissary  General  &  Commissioner  for  this  State, 
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1781.  There  is  at  this  time  large  quantities  of  Bacon  &  Spirits,  the  South- 

August  10th  side  of  James  Eiver  in  a  perishable  condition — the  Bacon  belonging  to 
the  State  &  the  Spirits  to  the  Continent — ^both  of  which  the  Army  is 
Suffering  for  want  of,  &  no  probability  of  getting  it — If  the  Quarter 
Masters  would  have  the  provision  brought  to  the  Army,  if  it  was  double 
the  number  it  is  at  present,  they  might  be  fed  with  the  greatest  ease, 
hitherto  they  have  been  fed  on  Indian  Meal,  which  is  a  great  saving  to 
the  State,  and  Still  might  have  been,  but  the  Mills  are  nearly  all  dry, 
and  no  further  depending  on  them. 

The  Person  that  succeeds  me  I  wish  to  come  down  immediately:  my 
indisposition,  which  of  late  has  increased,  prevents  my  continuing  any 
longer  at  Camp  &c."  **!(:* 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your  Excellency's 

Most  obt  Servant." 


August  11th  Benj:  Jordon,  Comt  :  Mill  Stokes,  to . 

Irving's  "  The  men  at  this  Post,  suffering  much  "  for  want  of  Spirits  to  drink :" 

he  has  applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Adjacent  Counties,  but  "cant 
get  any" — Asks  how  he  can  be  supplied — There,  is  a  large  quantity  of 
"Whiskey  in  that  neighborhood,  which  can  be  purchased  at  £60  pr: 
gallon. 

The  men  have  no  Salt,  and  have  to  use  fresh  provisions  altogether; 
there  being  no  Bacon  to  be  had  in  that  place — Begs  that  "the  most 
spediest  method  be  directed"  to  supplying  those  articles. 


August  11th  Berryman  Green  A.  D.  Q.  M — to  Col:  Davies. 

Elchmond  He  has  received  through  a  Servant,  a  packet  of  blank  impress  war- 
Wants  and  rants,  '-without  a  syllable  of  information"  to  enable  him  to  comprehend 
the'^Q.^n!^  what  was  intended  he  should  do — he  supposes  however,  it  is  intended. 
Department  power  should  be  vested  in  some  one,  on  severe  penalty  of  failure,  to 
impress  one  hundred  and  twenty  wagons;  but  as  they  are  not  directed 
to  any  special  person,  although  he  is  well  aware  of  the  great  want  of 
transportation,  he  cannot  undertake  the  business — Had  any  general 
order  been  directed  to  Major  Claiborne,  as  Deputy  Q.  Master  for  the 
Continent  in  this  State,  or  had  one  issued  from  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette, 
as  Commanding  Officer  in  the  State,  he  should  have  felt  guaranteed  in 
endeavouring  to  effect  something  in  the  way  of  releif  from  "the  present 
distressed  situation  " — desires  further  instructions,  but  if  required  to  act 
under  the  restrictions  "expressed  in  the  warrants"  he  cannot,  and  will 
not.  He  feels  already,  "sufficiently  bound  to  do  his  duty";  if  not  let 
what  may  be  further  necessary,  be  required  of  him  by  his  Superiors  in 
Office— He  sees  "with  pain"  the  Officers  in  his  Department  treated  with 
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"so  much  contempt"  by  the  Executive,  especially,  as  they  have  made       1781. 
such  efforts  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  State,  as  well  as  of  "  the  August  llth 
Continent" — Mr.  Eagland  refuses  to  take  other  than  cash  for  the  wheels,  Complaint  of 
spoken  of— this  he  has  not  to  give.  °^^°«J^  ^^^^ 

the  Bxecu- 


Capt:  Henry  Greer  to  Col:  Wm.  Davis.  August  llth 

Sir, 

As  my  situation  in  this  place  is  so  bad,  I  hope  you  will  Excuse  me  New  London 
in  taking  the  liberty  to  informe  you  me  and  my  men  is  Almost  neacked  *" 

for  want  of  clothing  and  this  poast  with  any  money  which  Eender  it  Quaint  and 
more  disagreeable  as  we  cannot  purchis.  But  as  for  the  men  if  it  is  oharacteris- 
agreeable  to  you  they  Can  be  suplied  by  Coin.  Callaway — I  can  asure  you 
they  are  almost  neacked  and  constantly  mermering  for  there  pay  as  they 
have  not  rec'd  Any  this  Bight  months,  as  for  me  I  met  with  Great  loss 
at  whear  Capt:  Bohannan  and  me  Carried  on  the  laboratory  below  Char- 
lottesville. But  I  strove  to  save  all  the  Stores  which  would  Be  Afected 
had  not  the  barron  left  the  point  fork  for  I  got  two  hundred  Barrels 
powder  in  Cannoes  in  order  to  get  pertection  Under  the  barron  But  he 
was  gon — the  enemy  hearing  of  me  fowled  And  took  all  that  but  what  Stores  lost, 
I  got  hid  in  the  woods.  "Was  all  saved  which  I  went  back  and  sent  it 
All  to  the  Barracks,  but  there  was  two  Waggon  load  of  Very  Valhable 
stores  left  by  me  at  Buck  island  Creek,  such  as  bridles,  axes,  spurs  And 
Camp  Kittles  which  came  from  Fredricksburgh.  I  beleive  if  Capt  Bohan- 
nan Has  not  forgot  he  may  have  got  them — the  man's  name  is  Lovly — 
I  hope  you  will  please  to  Concider  my  situation  and  Order  as  you  think 
best  and  I  am  your  obt.  Huml  Servt. 


Col:  Christlan  Febigee  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  I2th 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  were  pleas'd  at  their  last  October  Ses-  Cumberland 
sion,  to  order  four  months  pay  to  be  advanced  to  their  Officers  at  the  ^^^  ^-  ^■ 
rate  of  100  for  one,  in  depreciation.  At  that  time  he  was  in  Philadel- 
phia on  necessary  public  business  by  orders  of  Genl:  Greene — and 
required  to  remain  there  by  that  Officer — By  this  means  he  was  deprived 
of  a  personal  application  for  the  money  due  him,  which  at  that  time 
would  have  afforded  him  some  releif — He  wrote  to  Maj.  Pryor  to  receive 
it,  and  if  possible  effect  an  Exchange  for  Philadelphia — this  he  could  not 
do,  and  of  course  he,  did  not  suppose  the  money  had  been  drawn.  He 
had  to  resort  to  other  means  of  subsistence,  and  on  his  return  was  sur- 
prised to  receive  a  letter  with  the  money  enclosed,  by  accepting  which 
he  loses  four  hundred  per  cent  of  his  pay.  He  therefore  begs  that  the 
money  may  be  received  into  the  Treasury  and  his  receipt  for  it  returned, 
or  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  amount  of  the  depreciation  up  to  Ist  of 

41 
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1781.  March  last.  He  cannot  suppose  the  Executive  are  willing  that  an  oflScer 
August  12th  whose  duty  compelled  him  to  be  absent,  should  on  this  account  suffer  so 
materially.  Capt:  Pinley,  "a  gentleman  of  merit  and  Paymaster  to  this 
Station"  waits  on  "his  Excellency  with  an  estimate  of  the  Funds  neces- 
sary to  the  "Wants  of  the  Post  he  commands.  He  therefore  begs  it  may 
be  advanced  to  him,  who  will  be  held  accountable  for  its  proinpt  and 
proper  disbursement,  and  with  prompt  returns  thereof  to  the  Auditor's 
Office— &c. 


August  12th  Qol:  Christian  Febiger,  to  Colo  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dear  Colo, 
Cumberland  What  in  the  name  of  God  will  become  of  our  paper  money  in 

a  very  little  time — It  certainly  must,  and  will  sink  in  the  hands  of  the 
holders,  in  a  very  little  Time;  however  I  have  no  fears  on  this  head,  as 
myPocketts  are  pretty  empty.  I,  as  well  as  the  poor  Devills  that  are  with 
me,  must  have  a  little  of  the  Trash,  for  which  purpose  I  have  sent  Capt  : 
Finley  (who  is  appointed  Paymaster  pro  tempore  to  the  Station)  to 
Eichmond,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  wanting,  in  which  you  are 
included  for  Six  Months,  as  well  as  old  Holmer.  You  can  be  included 
for  more,  if  you  please,  and  I  will  be  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  putting 
Capt :  Pinley  in  a  Way  to  getting  the  Money  without  running  to  Camp 
for  a  Warrant  from  those  that  know  nothing  of  our  Situation — The 
£9000,  voted  each  Colonel,  on  account,  last  October  Session,  at  100  for 
one,  was  received  for  me  by  Major  Pryor,  a  few  days  ago,  in  Bills  emit- 
ted under  an  Act  of  1st  March  last.  Am  I  to  lose  the  depreciation  on 
money  not  in  Existance?  I  have  sent  it  back  to  the  Treasury,  with  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  on  the  subject  preferably  untouched. 

I  like  this  place  much  for  a  Eendezvous — Flour  and  Grain  is  to  be 
had  within  9  miles  at  most— there  is  Beef  enough  in  this  little  County 
for  300  men  for  six  weeks  and  I  will  take  steps  for  a  further  supply. 

Should  not  Captain  Peyton  as  Clothier,  reside  at  or  near  the  general 
Eendezvous,  and  I  might  know  what  1  had  to  depend  on— Eagsdell's 
Company  is  compleated  in  men,  but  naked  in  the  literal  sense  of  the 
word — 

I  shall  in  a  few  Days,  have  things  so  regulated  here,  that  Major  Posey, 
who  is  with  me,  can  with  propriety  transact  the  Business  of  the  Post! 
Provision  and  Forage  is  laid  in  for  six  weeks,  and  in  a  few  Days  I'll  have 
much  more,  and  then  I  propose  to  take  a  Trip  post  haste  to  Philadelphia 
to  fetch  a  certain  Acquaintance  of  yours,  whose  Company  I  am  remark- 
ably fond  of — 

is  it  not  absolutely  necessary,  as  we  cannot  promise  supplies  for  our 
own  Troops  in  this  State,  much  more  for  the  Southern  Army,  that  some 
active  person  should  allways  be  stationed  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose 
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of  procuring  and  sending  on  stores  of  all  kinds — I  have  had  a  surfeit  of       1781. 
that  Business,  yett  it  is  necessary.  August  12th 

I  thought  Mr.  Nicholson  was  there,  but  I  am  just  told  he  has  returned 
into  the  State — If  there  is  any  Business  that  would  neither  be  attended 
with  Exponce  or  Delay  (as  I  propose  to  stay  in  the  City  not  more  than 
3  or  4  Days,  I  shall  transact  it  with  Chearfulness. — it  would  be  40  miles 
out  of  my  way  to  go  by  Eichmond.  But  should  my  presence  be  want- 
ing on  any  Business  of  Consequence,  before  I  start,  I  will  call  on  my 

■\Y"g,y/'  *  if:  :i:  Hi  *  * 

*  *  "  I'll  thank  you  for  some  Information  on  what 

Principle,  Johnson  of  the  Ist,  Lovely  of  the  4th,  Hoard  of  the"  6th  and 
Swearingham  of  the  eight,  were  appointed  Captains,  and  no  notice  the 
least  was  taken  of  the  Eesignations  of  the  two  Captains  Harrison,  and 
and  by  placing  Higgins  and  Stith  in  my  Eegt.,  five  of  my  Subalterns 
are  once  superceded  by  Fields  and  Subject  to  a  Second  Supercession  by 
Willson — 

I  have  not  the  Eesolution  of  Congress  respecting  a  retrospective  view 
to  Eank,  but  am  almost  certain  that  some  mistake  has  happen'd  with 
Eespect  to  the  two  Harrisons,  as  not  a  word  is  mentioned  about  them." 
I  am  my  Dear  Colonel  yours 
Affectionately." 


Co. 


"To  his  Excellency  Thomas  N"el8on  Esquire,  Governor,  or  Cheif  Magis-  August  12th 
trate  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  Honorable  the  members  of  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  Same." 

"The  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lunenburg  County  humbly  shew-  Lunenburg 
eth.  That  in  a  late  excursion  of  Col:  Tarleton's  Legion  through  this 
County,  many  citizens  were  greatly  injured  in  their  property;  and  com- 
pelled (in  order  to  obtain  their  personal  liberty)  to  sign  such  paroles  as 
their  Captors  thought  proper  to  dictate.  We  know  these  paroles,  by 
Law,  are  not  binding  on  peacable  citizens,  thus  taken  from  their  own 
homes;  But  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency 
and  your  Honors,  the  peculiar  case  of  the  Eeverend  James  Craig,  rector 
of  Cumberland  Parish  in  this  County;  a  person  eminently  distinguished 
for  his  zeal  &  attachment  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty:  a  rule  of 
conduct  adopted  in  the  very  earliest  period,  and  pertinaciously  persisted 
in,  through  every  vicissitude  of  the  present  contest :  no  less  esteemed 
for  his  Charity,  devotion,  and  exemplary  piety  in  his  public  character, 
than  respectable  for  his  virtues  in  private  life;  equally  alert  in  engaging 
in  every  scheme  for  the  welfare  of  his  Country  and  the  success  of  its 
arms;  and  successfuU  in  removing  dangerous  prejudices  from  the  minds 
of  the  people,  by  drawing  the  proper  line,  and  pointing  out  the  true  dis- 
tinctions, between  resistance  of  Lawless  power  &  Eebellion.     This  Gen- 
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1781.  tleman,  after  'seeing  the  cruel  vengeance  of  the  enemy,  in  the  destruc- 
August  12th  tion  of  a  very  great  part  of  his  property ;  and  himself  treated  with  indig- 
nity and  insult,  tho'  in  a  very  low  and  precarious  state  of  health ;  Was 
detained  as  a  Prisoner  untill  he  subscribed  an  engagement  "not  to  take 
arms,  be  of  Gouncil,  or  commit  any  other  act  that  might  militate  against 
the  success  of  the  British  Arms,"  and  all  this  under  a  pretence,  that  in 
addition  to  his  other  crimes,  he  had  at  that  time  a  Public  Magazine  at 
his  house. 

Your  Petitioners  consider  it  as  a  public  misfortune  to  be  deprived  of 
the  ministerial  office  which  has  been  exercised  by  Mr.  Craig,  since  the 
declaration  of  independency,  for  a  very  small  and  precarious  reward,  no 
way  adequate  to  the  trouble  &  fatigues  attending  it,  but  which  he  can 
now  no  longer  execute  in  the  manner  directed  by  Congress,  without 
exposing  himself  to  dangers,  from  which  his  Country,  in  its  present  vul- 
nerable state,  cannot  protect  him. 

Tour  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  the  Executive  will  consider  how 
far  Mr.  Craig  is  bound  by  these.  Engagements;  and  as  far  as  inay  be  con- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  and  the  Articles  of  Warr,  endeavour  to 
have  him  exchanged — And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
pray  &c. 

D.  STOKES  Jnr  Colo.  ED'D  BEODNAX  L:  Collo. 

J.  GAEL  AND  Magistrate  JOSHUA  EAGSDALB  Capt: 

JAMES  JOHNSON         "  WM.  TATLOE 

JOHN  BALLAED  Je:   " 

And  ninety  two  other  signatures. 


August  12tli  GovR  Thomas  Burke,  to  Govr  Nelson  of  Yirga. 

"Dear  Sir, 

Williamsbo-  I  have  received  your  obhging  favor  of  the  27th  of  last  month. 

Gr^eln'ville     ^  t^ank  you  for  your  Congratulations,  well  knowing  that  you  wish  me, 

Co.,  N.  C.  not  only  a  successfull,  but  also  an  agreeable  Administration.  You  have 
however,  too  Just  an  Idea  of  our  difficulties,  to  entertain  much  hope  of 
either. 

Tho'  I  foresaw  your  difficulties,  and 'anticipated  your  uneasiness,  yet 
I  could  not  but  rejoice  at  your  appointment,  because  I  expected  from 
thence  an  advantage  to  our  Common  Country,  and  I  well  know  that  to 
be  an  object  very  Interesting  to  you. 

Our  open,  unprepared  Countries  must  every  where,  yield  to  the 
ravages  of  the  Enemy  for  a  time,  when  they  move  in  any  force,  and 
Cavalry  and  Ships  give  them  advantages  far  beyond  our  power  to  con- 
trol. I  hope  however,  that  in  Cavalry,  their  advantage  wili  not  long 
continue,  tho'  the  People  with  us,  are  so  attached  to  their  horses,  for 
which  they  seem  to  have  a  fond  affection;  that  they  are  very  unwilling 
to  spare  them,  even  for  their  own  defence.    I  shall  not  sufPer  so  import- 
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ant  an  object  in  this  State,  to  be  frustrated  by  the  foly  or  parsimony  of       1781. 
Individuals.     And  as  I  perceive  some  are  preparing  to  send  their  horses  August  12th 
into  your  State  to  avoid  our  laying  hands  on  them,  I  request  the  favor 
of  you  to  permit  me  to  send  and  seize  any  from  this  State,  which  may 
be  carried  into  yours  with  that  Intention. 

Orders  were  Issued  to  the  Commissary  General  of  this  State,  to  make 
Provision  for  the  Militia,  which  you  say  are  to  march  from  yours  to  Join 
Genl:  Greene,  but  as  their  rout  is  not  known,  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions cannot  be  perfected — I  request  you  Sir,  to  inform  me  of  the  rout 
by  which  you  intend  they  shall  march,  as  early  as  possible — it  will  be 
requisite  in  order  to  prevent  distress  to  them,  and  also  to  our  Inhabit- 
ants, who  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  ravages  of  the  Enemy,  and 
could  not  supply  any  considerable  body  of  Troops,  without  collecting 
contributions  from  a  wide  .space  around  them.  I  have  made  such 
arrangements  that  with  suflS.eient  notice,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  sup- 
ply such  Troops  as  may  March  through  the  State,  or  act  in  it,  with  pro- 
visions, at  least  so  far  as  the  Country  can  afford,  without  again  suffering 
such  abuses,  as  can  scarcely  be  prevented,  when  no  previous  preparation 
is  made  and  which  yet  cause  great  waste,  and  give  great  disgust — At 
present  we  want  more  time  than  I  hope  shall  hereafter,  when  our  Trans- 
portation business  shall  be  better  provided  for. 

Among  many  of  our  wants,  that  of  flints  is  not  the  least  distressing — 
I  recollect  a  supply  to  have  been  ordered  from  Congress  for  this  State, 
but  cannot  find,  that  they  ever  arrived.  I  suppose  them  lodged  some- 
where in  Virginia,  and  must  request  the  favor  of  you  to  order  Enquiry 
to  be  made  among  the  departments  of  your  Military  Stores — If  there  be 
none  with  your  Commissaries  for  our  account,  I  beg  to  know  whether 
you  can  supply  us  with  a  few  thousand,  which  shall  be  replaced  from 
the  Northward.  I  am  preparing  a  force  for  the  Feild,  but  find  scarcely 
one  thing,  which  an  Army  requires,  in  readiness. 

I  have  ordered  Expresses  to  be  stationed  from  Taylors  Ferry  on 
Eoanoke  to  Charlotte,  near  the  Catawba. — from  thence  a  Communica- 
tion is  constantly  kept  up  with  Genl :  Green.  I  have  made  an  arrange- 
ment for  transmitting  to  him  every  article  of  Intelligence  without  delay, 
and  request  you  to  give  Orders  for  communicating  what  you  may  deem 
Important  as  early  as  possible."  *  *  * 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  most  sincere 

Esteem  and  regard, 

Your  very  Obd :  Servt." 


Majok  John  Prtor,  to  Col:  Da  vies.  August  I2th 

After  dwelling  at  length  upon  the  difficulty  of  collecting,  accounting    Kichmond 
for  and  furnishing  arms,  and  refers  especially  to  the  want  of  cavalry 
accoutrements,  and  the  conflicting  operations  of  the  State  and  Conti- 
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1781.  nental  Departments, — continues  "  There  is  nothing  I  would  not  do  or  con- 
August  12th  tribute  within  my  poor  abilities,  to  serve  my  deranged  &  distrest  Coun- 
try, but  realy  my  wearied  mind  calls  out  for  a  small  respite  from  the 
fatigue  it  has  undergone  for  these  eight  months  past;  on  the  other  hand 
the  Marquis  expects  me  within  a  few  days,  so  soon  as  I  can  conclude 
some  matters  of  my  department,  down  to  transact  the  Exchange  of 
Prisoners,  or  would  be  happy  in  the  honor  you  do  me  by  Tendering  me 
the  post  of  P.  0.  G.  Mil:  Stores  for  this  State.  I  am  fully  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  such  a  person,  and  hope,  not  doubting,  that  you  may 
soon  meet  with  a  suitable  object  for  the  purpose — I  will  do  myself  the 
honor  of  waiting  on  you  in  the  morning,  on  some  business  from  the 
Marquis :  in  the  mean  time, 

I  am,  Dr  Sir," 


August  12th  Col:  Thos:  Gaskins  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

Northum-  He  has  given  orders  to  have  the  six  months  men  arrested — Many  of 

o.  ^jjgjjj  iiave  already  enlisted  in  a  Legion  raised  in  the  County  by  order  of 
the  Marquis — Many  deserters  still  at  large ;  some  have  fled  to  the  enemy 
and  others  have  left  the  County.  The  new  Levies,  and  substitutes  have 
enlisted  for  the  war,  but  he  has  ordered  them  to  be  employed  in  the 
Legion,  until  otherwise  disposed  of. 


August  13th  John  Watkins  to  Col:  Davies. 

Surry  Co.  In  regard  to  collecting  estray  cattle  and  horses — There  are  only  two 
or  three  of  the  latter  left  in  the  County  which  can  be  gotten,  but  are  in 
possession  of  persons  whose  families  have  the  Small  pox.  Has  secured 
only  four  cattle,  and  thinks  there  are  not  many  more  left. 


August  13th      Jno :  Moss  offers  his  services  as  Agent  of  the  State,  to  procure  Articles 
King  &         in  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia  for  the  Troops,  having  once  acted  in  that 
Queen  Co.  capacity  and  given  satisfaction. 


August  13th  Col:  James  Hendricks  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
Alexandria  to  mount  the  Pour  Boats  he  has  h&d  built  on  carriages,  with  paper 
money,  this  currency  having  no  value  in  that  vicinity,  but  he  can  "do 
the  business"  with  public  Tobacco— The  Arms  referred  to,  are  being 
received  by  Capt:  Summers  at  Poland's  Perry,  to  be  fowarded  to  Fau- 
quier Co.  House— If  Russia  sheeting,  Raven's  Duck,  Dowlass  Checks  &c 
are  wanted  he  can  purchase  a  large  supply  on  good  terms  with  Tobacco, 
but  not  with  paper  money. 
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Capt:  Thomas  "Warman  to  the  Governor.  1781. 

August   14th 
Appealing  for  relief;  and   enclosing  acct.  of  his  losses  when  taken  Bottoms 
prisoner,  and  of  pay  due  him — During  six  years  service  he  has  received  '^  ^ 

only  about  one  hundred  pounds  in  cash,  and  linn  en  enough  for  four 
shirts.  Pour  years  he  was  in  captivity  and  was  obliged  to  spend  his 
private  means,  which  are  now  nearly  exhausted — Unless  he  can  receive 
some  compensation,  he  will  be  forced  to  leave  a  service  to  which  he  is 
attached  both  from  principle  and  sentiment — Among  other  articles  lost, 
he  enumerates  the  following  1  Small  sword  &  cutlass,  £18.5.0.  Silver 
watch  £12.00 — Bath  great-coat  £4.10 — Superfine  hair  shag-coat  & 
breeches  £17..10.0  1.  Fringed  dimmothy  waistcoat,  &  Silk  Tabby  £5.10. 
2  pair  of  Corduroy  Breeches  &  2  pr:  Eussia  Drab  £5.15.  7  Euffled 
Shirts  &  6  plain  £23.5 — Cambric  &  Muslin  Stocks,  Silk  handercheifs,  and 
Stockings — Knee-buckles  &  Hard  Soap,  Eazors,  Ivory  &  horn  comb — 1. 
Bible  &  hymnbook  &c. 


Dk.  Mathew  Pope  to  the  Executive.  August  I4th 

"Sir, 

Permit  me  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Mem-  Biohmond 
bers  of  the  Council,  the  wretched  situation  of  the  poor  soldiers  in  this 
state,  for  want  of  a  general  Hospital  being  established  at  some  proper 
place  or  other,  for  their  reception;  at  present  there  is  none  at  all,  and 
they  are  strolling  about  the  Country  (many  of  them  miserable  objects 
indeed)  seeking  an  Asylum,  and  no  place  whatever  provided  to  render 
them  the  smallest  comfort;  this  circumstance  I  am  almost  every  day  an 
Eye-witness  of;  besides  the  repeated  applications  and  complaints  I 
receive  from  different  parts  of  the  Country  of  the  distresses  of  these 
unhappy  sufferers — 

My  duty,  as  well  as  my  inclination  obliges  me  to  lay  this  matter 
before  your  Honble  Board,  not  doubting  but  some  mode  will  immedi- 
ately be  adopted  for  their  relief — I  can  assure  your  Excellency  (from 
observation)  I  see  plainly,  that  by  the  sick  being  scattered  and  dying 
about,  all  over  the  Country,  private  Practitioners  attending  them.  Board 
&  Lodging  to  pay  for  &  ca,  it  will  in  the  end,  be  attended  a  much  greater 
expence  to  the  State,  than  the  Establishment  of  a  regular  and  well  con- 
ducted Hospital  would  be :  no  assistance  or  attention  on  my  part  shall 
be  wanting  to  promote  so  desirable  an  end. 

Should  Westham  or  any  other  place,  be  thought  convenient,  or  secure 
for  erecting  an  Hospital,  I  am  ready  to  go  and  fix  on  a  proper  spot  for 
that  purpose,  whenever  you  will  please  to  favour  me  with  your  orders. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Esteem  &  Eespect  &c." 
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1781.  Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  the  Governor. 

"Sir, 
August  14th  In  obedience  to  the  Order  of  Council,  I  gave  notice  of  the  time  and 

War  Office  place,  to  Mr.  Brown,  the  Commissary  of  provision,  when  I  should  be 
ready  to  proceed  in  the  enquiry  they  had  directed;  and  with  a  view  of 
affording  him  a  full  opportunity  of  vindication,  I  suggested  to  him  sev- 
eral of  the  accusations  to  which  he  was  exposed.  I  received  from  him 
an  answer,  that  he  had  declined  to  act  any  longer,  and  that  he  desired 
government  to  appoint  a  person  to  succeed  him.  "Whether  this  evasion 
of  scrutiny  is  a  circumstance  of  innocence,  or  any  atonement  for  great 
misconduct,  is  a  question  easily  decided. 

I  congratulate  my  Country,  however,  upon  the  riddance,  and  trust 
that  a  successor  can  be  found,  whose  long  acquaintance  with  the  army 
and  this  department  in  particular,  will  enable  him  to  do  justice  to  the 
State. 

The  Commissariate  being  one  of  the  departments,  for  the  regulation 
of  which,  the  orders  of  the  government  are  required  to  be  issued  thro' 
this  office,  I  hope  to  meet  with  the  favorable  indulgence  of  the  Execu- 
tive,! while  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  few  observations  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Prom  many  unavoidable  circumstances,  the  expence  of  the  war  has 
fallen  very  heavy  upon  this  State.  Permit  me,  however,  to  suggest  that 
much  expence  might  have  been  saved,  and  many  disputes  avoided,  that 
will  infallibly  arise  in  the  settlement,  of  the  Continental  accounts,  had  a 
more  rigid  attention  been  paid  to  the  adoption  of  the  Continental  regu- 
lations. Indeed,  Congress  have  some  reason  on  their  side,  when  they 
say  to  us  "we  only  require  from  you  certain  supplies;  "We  have  various 
purposes  to  which  we  propose  to  appropriate  these  supplies,  and  have 
appointed  proper  officers,  and  established  a  regular  system  for  this  pur- 
pose; any  interference  therefore  on  your  part,  will  only  derange  our  sys- 
tem, and  as,  at  any  rate  it  is  unnecessary,  we  cannot  allow  it." 

This  Sir,  is  the  language  at  this  day  in  every  Continental  officer  to  the 
northward,  and  at  the  adjustment  of  our  accounts,  I  fear  will  be  urged 
fatally  against  us. 

To  apply  this  observation  to  the  department  of  Commissary  of  pro- 
visions, and  to  convince  Government  that  we  are  pursuing  totally  a 
wrong  system,  a  system  very  expensive  to  the  State,  and  liable  to  great 
dispute  in  a  settlement  with  Congress,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose 
the  arrangement*  of  Congress  on  this  subject.  By  that  arrangement, 
we  find  a  Commissary  General  of  purchases  for  the  Southern  depart- 
ment, is  the  only  proper  officer  to  attend  to  the  supply  of  the  Army;  he 
is  to  make  the  purchases,  he  is  to  give  the  State  credit  for  her  supplies 
of  provisions;  he  is  to  order  it  to  be  transported  and  delivered  to  the 


*  Not  found. 
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issuing  Commissaries;  for  these  purposes  Congress  have  established  a       1781. 
number  of  assistants;  as  many  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  department.  August  14th 

At  present  however,  we  have  taken  this  whole  business  into  the  hands 
of  the  State,  to  the  very  great  expence  of  government;  and  not  only 
that,  but  Mr.  Brown  undertook  to  appoint  issuers,  who  acted  for  many 
months,  and  have  not  accounted  for  a  particle,  and  never  will — In  con- 
versing with  Major  Forsytho,  who  is  the  proper  Continental  Commissary 
of  purchases  for  the  Southern  department,  and  who  was  many  months 
in  the  State,  without  being  employed,  he  told  me  that  the  credits  which 
the  State  had  upon  his  book,  did  not  amount  to  a  fiftieth  part  of  what 
they  had  supplied  in  fact,  but  that  it  was  furnished  in  so  irregular  and 
immethodical  manner  and  so  totally  out  of  the  Continental  Channel  of 
business,  that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  comprehend  them  in  his 
accounts,  and  that  he  doubted  whether  they  would  be  allowed  at  all. 
To  impress  more  forcibly  here,  the  consequence  of  a  continuance  in  this 
deranged  system,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter* 
from  the  Superintendant  of  Finance,  with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  by 
which  it  is  evident  that  he  depends  entirely  upon  the  credits  which  the 
State  has  upon  the  books  of  the  Continental  treasurer,  Gommissary  gene- 
ral, and  quarter  master  general,  for  a  knowledge  of  the  supplies  fur- 
nished by  the  State.  Utter  confusion  must  inevitably  and  forever  be 
the  consequence,  when  we,  by  arrangements  of  our  own,  raise  large 
demands  against  the  Continent,  while  according  to  theirs,  which  of 
right  should  supersede  ours,  in  Continental  matters,  and  are  in  fact  much 
better,  we  are  largely  in  their  debt — Congress  call,  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  State  for  what  is  due  upon  the  various  requisitions:  the  State 
says,  she  has  already  contributed  more  than  her  proportion :  Congress 
appeal  to  their  books  and  we  to  ours,  and  the  whole  referred  to  the  great 
mass  of  unadjusted  claims.  If  this  confusion  was  unavoidable ;  if  there 
were  not  regular  channels  to  throw  this  business  into,  where,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  transaction  to  the  end  of  it,  the  nature  of  the 
debt  and  the  person  of  the  debtor  would  not  be  on  both  sides  acknow- 
ledged, we  should  then  have  nothing  more  before  us,  but  to  bear  it,  as 
our  unavoidable  misfortune. 

The  choice  however,  of  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of 
purchasing,  of  supplying  the  army,  of  arranging  the  department  and 
throwing  the  business  of  it  into  a  proper  and  uniform  channel,  will  be 
productive  of  immense  advantage  to  the  public,  and  will  releive  govern- 
ment from  a  great  number  of  very  distressing  embarrassments." 
***** 

"  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Executive,  one  thing  more,  which  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  due  administration  of  the  Staff  depart- 
ments of  the  State.  By  the  law  for  regulating  the  war  oflBce,  the 
quartermaster  general  is  required  to  make  returns  of  all  the  articles  of 

*Mot  found. 
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1781.       forage  that  is  collected  by  the  county  commissioners:  of  course  they 

August  14th  must  be  accountable  to  him,  and  subject  to  his  orders ;  and  yet  they  are 

appointed  entirely  by  the  Commissary  of  provision,  which  subjects  the 

quarter  masters  department  to  some  inconvenience — ^It  would  be  equally 

inconvenient  on  the  Commissary,  if  the  Quarter  Master  appointed. 

For  these  reasons,  I  would  submit  it,  whether  it  would  not  be  advan- 
tageous, that  the  Commissioner  in  each  county  should  be  appointed  by 
the  Executive,  and  the  appointments  communicated  to  them  thro'  this 
office.  If  we  could  once  have  those  two  departments  brought  into  the 
regularity  of  which  they  are  capable,  I  cannot  but  persuade  myself,  that 
after  furnishing  our  proportion  of  specifics,  and  reserving  a  sufficiency 
for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  the  State,  we  should  find  a  valuable  sur- 
plus of  articles  to  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  commercial  agent,  as 
a  fund  for  the  purposes  of  his  important  department.  I  will  close  with 
one  observation,  which  I  think  peculiarly  interesting  to  us,  altho'  it  did 
not  strike  me  before ;  and  that  is,  that  by  the  State  undertaking  to  supply 
the  Marquis'  army,  by  our  own  State  officers,  we  actually  preclude  our- 
selves from  any  assistance  from  any  other  State.  By  the  regulations  of 
Congress,  a  certain  number  of  States  to  the  north  of  us,  are  allotted  for 
the  support  of  the  forces  operating  in  the  Southern  department.  For- 
sythe  being  the  only  principal  to  whom  they  account,  is  the  only  person 
who  knows  what  they  have,  or  who  has  a  right  to  call  on  them  for 
supplies. 

His  business  being  wholly  assumed  by  Brown  in  this  State,  he  has 
gone  to  the  Southern  army,  without  leaving  even  a  deputy,  as  far  as  I 
can  understand.  Nobody  out  of  the  State,  being  subject  in  any  manner 
to  the  call  of  Brown,  we  are  therefore  cut  off  by  arrangements  of  our 
own,  from  every  species  of  specific  supplies  from  the  adjacent  States,  as 
there  is  no  person  in  this  State  at  all  authorized  either  to  receive  from 
them,  or  to  settle  with  them. 

I  must  sincerely  beg  pardon  for  detaining  the  attention  of  the  honor- 
able board  so  long.  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  have  done  it,  had  I 
not  been  convinced  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  I  have  ven- 
tured to  discuss,  and  been  encouraged  by  the  condescending  attention 
with  which  the  Executive  have  been  pleased  occasionally  to  favor  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  hble  Servant." 


August  14th  Jos:  Jones  and  Theo.  Bland  to  the  Governor 

"  Sir, 

Philadelphia  We  have  your  favor  of  the  27th  ulto— The  Delegates  moved  in 

Congress  for  a  resolution  to  furnish  our  State  with  some  passports  for 
Vessels  to  import  Salt  only  from  Bermuda,  and  load  with  Indian  Corn 
and  flour  in  return— The  motion  meeting  opposition  was  committed,  and 
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no  Eeport  is  yet  made — We  shall  hasten  this  business  all  we  can,  and       1781. 
use  our  best  endeavours  to  support  it.  August  14th 

The  allied  army,  under  the  command  of  Genl :  Washington  continues 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Dobb's  Ferry,  waiting  events  to  commence 
operations  agst  New  York. 

From  Spain  we  have  advices  of  a  powerfull  armament  preparing  in 
that  Kingdom  for  a  secret  expedition,  supposed  ag'st  Minorca,  and  that 
it  would  be  in  action  in  the  course  of  the  last  month — 8000  Troops,  it  is 
said  were  to  be  employed  on  this  occasion — The  celebrated  Necker,  being 
disgusted,  and  applying  for  his  dismission,  it  was  granted  him — Whether 
his  retiring  from  office  may  affect  the  credit  of  the  nation,  time  will  dis- 
cover. It  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  disagreement  at  this  critical 
conjuncture  which  calls  for  vigorous  and  united  efforts,  should  appear  in 
the  Councils  of  our  good  ally. 

It  is  with  reluctance  we  request  your  Excellency  to  press  the  Agent 
to  send  foward  supplies  for  our  support — necessity  alone  could  induce  us 
again  to  mention  it;  but  we  feel  for  the  honor  of  the  State,  as  well  as  for 
ourselves,  upon  this  occasion,  and  wish  to  avoid  every  mode  of  supply 
that  may  be  disagreeable  to  either. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  S'r 

Tr:  most  obedt  Servts." 


Major  Rich'd  Call  to  Col:  Davies.  August  I4th 

He  will  send  at  once  to  Winchester  for  the  Cavalry  accoutrements  at  Cumberland 


that  place.  His  officers  have  been  collecting  them  from  the  Volunteers, 
but  not  with  much  success,  because  they  refuse  to  give  them  up,  secrete 
them,  and  contend  they  have  a  right  to  them — Unless  some  stringent 
measures  be  adopted  to  enforce  obedience  to  orders,  they  will  never  be 
collected. 


Old  C.  H. 


Col:  E.  Edmunds  applies  to  the  Governor  for  a  number  of  Blank  Com-  August  14th 
missions  for  his  County,  the  County  Lieutenants  and  many  Militia  Offi-  Fauquier  Co. 
cers  having  resigned. 


Eob't  Walton  sends  to  the  Governor  a  statement  of  Drafts  on  the  August  15th 
State  drawn  by  Maj:  Genl:  Greene,  but  which  were  captured  by  the  Prince  Ed- 
British;  he  informs  him,  so  that  their  payment  may  be  stopped  &c.  ^ 
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1781.  Jno:  Pierce  to  the  Executive. 

"  Gents, 
August  15th  The  deranged  situation  of  affairs  in  the  Commissary  department 

during  the  present  campaign,  having  occationed  the  execution  of  that 
office  so  very  disagreeable,  difficult  &  troublesome,  Mr.  John  Browne,  in 
consequence  thereof  (&  for  the  many  abuses  he  has  received  from  the 
Army  &  others)  has  requested  the  liberty  to  resign,  &  requests  that  some 
person  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  him  immediately,  that  he  may  extri- 
eate  himself  from  future  troubles  &  abuses;  it  being  obvious  that  the 
difficulties  in  future  in  supplying  the  Army  will  make  the  Office  still 
more  disagreeable,  unless  properly  arranged;  but  as  there  is  the  greatest 
probability  of  the  Army's  Suffering  should  Mr.  Browne's  resignation  be 
received,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  may  be  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  con- 
tinue in  office  could  matters  be  arranged  in  the  following  order — 

Ist.  That  a  generous  price  be  allowed  for  all  future  supplies  obtained, 
that  the  Inhabitants  maj''  be  encouraged  to  furnish  freely  &  voluntarily. 

2ndly.  That  the  Commissaries  be  assisted  with  every  means  of  Trans- 
portation of  supplies  obtained;  to  have  the  same  conveyed  to  some  con- 
venient place  of  Storage  if  necessary  &  from  thence  to  the  Army  as  it 
may  be  required. 

3rdly.  That  particular  directions  be  given,  in  what  manner,  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  different  Counties  are  to  proceed  under  the  last  Act  of 
Assembly  to  collect  supplies,  &  that  Mr.  Browne  be  allowed  to  appoint 
persons  to  inspect  into  the  conduct  of  his  deputies  in  the  different  Coun- 
ties, giving  charge  of  as  many  to  the  persons  so  appointed,  as  may  be 
convenient  for  them  to  take  charge  of — these  persons  to  settle  monthly 
with  the  deputies  of  those  Counties  assigned  to  them,  &  to  make  return 
in  like  manner  to  Mr.  Brown,  in  order  that  the  Stocks  on  hand  may  be 
known  at  any  time  he  may  be  called  on  to  report  the  same. 

4thly.  That  sufficient  sums  of  money  be  furnished,  when  required  to 
enable  the  Commissary  to  procure  necessary'-  assistance,  &  such  supplies 
as  cannot  otherwise  be  obtained. 
I  am  Gents 

Yr:  Most  Obt  Servt." 


August  15th  B.  E.  Henderson, -John  Key,  E'n  Lindsay  and  James  Marks   Mag- 
istrates— TO  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Albemarle  The  Court  House  of  this  County  has  been  made  use  of  as  a  Hos- 

"■         pital  for  near  three  months  past— which  has  effectually  put  a  stop  to  the 
business  of  the  Court. 

You  must  be  senceable  of  the  many  great  inconveniences  as  well  as 
disadvantages  attending  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County,  as  well  as  the 
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public,  by  continuing  the  sick  in  that  House ;  therefore  we  hope  you  will       1781. 
be  pleased  to  direct  that  they  be  removed  to  some  other  Place.  August  15th 

"We  are  senceable  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  Order  them  immedi- 
ately out  of  the  Court  House,  but  as  we  would  not  wish  to  do  any  thing 
rashly  that  might  occation  disputes  between  the  civil  &  military,  have 
thought  proper  to  Lay  the  matter  before  you — &  most  earnestly  request 
that  they  may  be  removed  between  this  and  the  Second  Thursday  in 
next  month,  that  being  the  Day  of  our  next  Court. 
We  are  with  due  Eespect 
Your  Excellency's 

Tery  Hble  Servants.'' 


Thos:  Anderson  D.  C.  Genl:  to  the  Governor.  August  I6th 

In  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  procuring  supplies — He  was  appointed  Buckingham 
assistant,  under  the  provision  Law  for  that  County  by  Mr.  Browne — His 
first  duty  was  to  collect  the  estray  cattle  and  get  beef  for  the  use  of  the 
Post  under  Capt :  Bohannan  and  the  army.  He  had  employed  sixteen 
men,  exempts  from  military  duty,  to  drive  cattle  for  him  and  had  gotten 
one  hundred  from  that  county  and  branded  them,  but  the  Co.  Lieut: 
Col :  Cabell  having  decided  these  men  should  go  to  the  field  he  is  now 
"without  help,  and  the  cattle  will  become  dispersed  over  the  countrj-^, 
unless  he  is  furnished  with  money  to  hire  others  to  help  him — There  is  a 
large  quantity  of  wheat  &  corn  on  hand  in  the  county,  which  the  people 
will  be  glad  to  sell — Has  written  to  the  Comm :  Genl :  frequently  on  this 
subject,  but  gets  no  reply. 


Berryman  Green  A.  D.  Q.  M.  to  Wm.  P.  Gains  Esqr.  August  I5th 

Has  received  his  Order  for  all  Quarter  Masters  on  the  route  to  Genl :     Eichmond 
Greene's  army  to  furnish  fresh  horses  &c. 

He  should  be  happy  to  comply  with  this  requisition,  but  all  the  horses, 
except  those  actually  in  use,  are  at  Carter's  Perry — In  addition  to  this 
Major  Claiborne  requires  him  to  attend  solely  to  the  Continental  Office, 
and  not  to  the  District  aflkirs — By  applying  at  Carter's  Perry  he  may 
be  furnished. 


GovR  Thos:  Btjrke  to  Govr  Nelson.  August  15th 

"Sir, 

I  received  last  night,  yours  of  the  10th  Inst:  with  dispatches  from  State  of  N.  C 
Congress  enclosed. 

I  shall  with  pleasure  keep  up  the  weekly  correspondence  you  wish 
for,  and  more  frequently  as  occurrences  may  arise. 
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1781.  I  had  early  notice  of  the  Enemy's  directing  their  movements  towards 

August  15th  York  Eiver,  and  formed  a  conjecture  which  I  do  not  yet  entirely  give 
up,  that  when  they  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  collected  force 
in  Virginia,  far  to  the  Northward  and  Eastward,  they  will  avail  them- 
selves of  their  Water  and  Cavalry  advantages  for  moving  all  of  their 
forces  which  they  shall  not  secure  in  Garrisons  in  Virginia,  across  the 
Country  to  annoy  Grenl :  Greene :  but  they  must  govern  themselves  by 
events,  as  well  as  we. 

Did  I  not  know  that  private  objects  when  compared  with  public,  make 
but  a  small  figure  in  the  mind,  I  should  be  much  concerned  for  the  posi- 
tion at  York,  the  once  happy  seat  of  your  Familj^;  but  I  know  that  the 
effect  it  may  have  on  your  Country,  is  to  you  a  matter  of  far  greater 
concern. 

I  have  already  thought  on  the  subject  of  Salt,  which  you  propose  to 
my  attention,  and  have  been  meditating  upon  several  measures  for  pro- 
curing a  supply  sufficient  for  both  States  and  the  Army.  I  clearly  see 
that  no  means  will  be  effectual,  but  such  as  may  interest  private  com- 
mercial adventurers  in  the  importation  of  it :  Some  ill  judged  acts  of 
government  in  this  State,  have  contrary  to  all  good  policy,  rendered  the 
imported  property  of  the  merchant  precarious,  and  thereby  so  depressed 
the  spirit  of  commerce,  that  we  now  feel  great  distress  from  want  of  her 
supplies;  and  it  will  require  peculiar  attention  and  encouragement  to 
revive  it  to  any  degree  of  enterprise  equal  to  our  necessities — I  have 
determined  to  stretch  the  hand  of  Government  as  powerfully  and  pru- 
dently as  I  can,  for  cherishing  and  protecting  it,  and  for  this  purpose 
shall  be  obliged  to  dispense  with  some  resolutions  of  Congress,  that 
require  the  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Provisions,  and  shall  use  a 
power  with  which  I  am  entrusted  by  the  assembly  of  permitting  such 
exportation,  entirely  with  a  view  of  engaging  importations  of  Salt  & 
Military  requisites :  the  matter  appears  to  me  of  great  consequence,  and 
therefore  I  have  determined  to  visit  the  Sea-ports  in  order  to  convene 
the  Mercantile  Interest  and  to  inspire  them  with  confidence  by  personal 
promises  of  my  favor  and  protection;  &  I  flatter  myself  that  my  sacred 
Eegard,  politically  as  well  as  privately  to  the  liberal  faith  of  engage- 
ments, is  so  generally  known  amongst  them,  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
produce  some  good  effect.  I  doubt  much  whether  the  resources  which 
can  be  spared  from  our  State,  will  afford  a  remittance  sufficiently  ample 
for  the  supplies  which  are  required  for  Both  States,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend to  your  attention  the  adopting  of  some  plan  for  engaging  some  of 
your  wealthy  and  experienced  Merchants  to  carry  on  a  Trade  through 
our  navigation,  with  the  resources  of  your  State,  which  I  hope  may  be 
practicable,  notwithstanding  the  great  destruction  of  your  Tobacco: 
you  may  Sir,  assure  them  of  every  protection  and  assistance  which  this 
government  can  give,  you  may  also  depend  upon  unremitting  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  my  best  endeavors  for  obtaining  sufficient  supplies. 
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You  will  find  inclosed  some  extracts  from  Letters  which  came  to  hand       1781. 

this  morning  from  General  Greene — I  doubt give  your  best  August  15th 

assistance  in  procuring  for  him  the  information  he  mentions,  which  he 
thinks  of  so  much  importance— 

I  shall  set  out  for  the  lower  parts  of  the  State,  as  soon  as  a  Hurt 
which  I  have  received  by  an  unlu'cky  accident  will  permit  me  to  travel, 
which  I  hope  will  be  in  a  few  days ;  but  shall  leave  here  a  confidential 
Gentleman,  in  order  to  foward  to  General  Greene  all  matters  of  import- 
ance ;  to  you,  every  thing  that  can  be  interesting  here,  and  to  me,  what- 
ever may  arrive — the  line  of  Expresses  therefore  will  still  be  the  Channel 
of  our  Communication,  tho'  it  will  be  sometime  before  I  can  take  a  Sta- 
tionary position — 

I  am  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard 
Ydur  very  obedt.  Servt." 

Extracts  referred  to  above.— from  Letter  from  Genl :  Greene  to  Gov :  Burke 
dated  "High  Mils  of  Santee—Aug :  2d  1781. 

"  Every  information  in  that  quarter  is  important  to  us  at  this  time,  as 
our  operations  here  depend  much  on  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  in 
Virginia — I  rely  much  on  your  industry  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the 
Enemy's  situation  and  intentions,  and  by  all  means  I  beg  you  to  give 
me  the  most  certain  and  authentic  information  from  time  to  time — Our 
exertions  here  will  be  either  feeble  or  strong,  as  our  operations  to  the 
North  are  vigorous  or  successful — 

Without  Eeinforcement,  we  shall  be  unable  to  oppose  the  Enemy  or 
give  a  check  to  their  operations,  in  case  they  should  move  up,  to  estab- 
lish Posts  of  communication  on  the  Oongaree  and  Wateree  Eivers,  which 
plan  I  firmly  beleive  they  have  at  this  moment  in  contemplation,  and 
which  I  am  sure  will  be  effected  unless  aid  is  immediately  sent  me  from 
some  quarter  or  other  to  prevent  it — 

'Ho  circumstances  in  the  military  way  have  turned  up  since  I  last 
wrote  you,  except  a  few  small  strokes;  one  of  which  was  made  by  Capt: 
Watts  of  Washington's  Corps,  a  few  days  ago.  He  met  with  20  of  the 
Enemy's  Dragoons  some  little  distance  from  Orangeburg,  charged  them, 
killed  two,  wounded  some,  and  brought  off  six,  with  a  force  exactly 
equal  with  his  Antagonist — " 

"High  Hills  of  Santee,  Aug  5th,  1781. 

Since  writing  the  inclosed  letter,  the  enemy  have  moved  up  to 
McCord's  Perry,  where  they  now  are." 
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17gl_  Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Davies. 

August  16th  "Dear  Colo, 

***** 

Albemarle  Genl:  Wayne  has  almost  ruined  us  by  taking  the  coarse  linnen  which 
Barracks  -^^_  jj^gg  had— I  am  very  fearful  the  T&ylors  will  be  idle  for  the  want  of 
it"— the  cloth  drawn  for  the  vests  will  be  worked  up  in  two  weeks- 
begs  for  a  further  supply  as  he  wishes  to  have  a  thousand  suits  completed 
by  November  1st.  The  Stockings  he  will  try  to  barter  off  for  material 
to  make  over-alls.  If  he  could  get  a  "return"  of  the  Clothing  drawn 
from  the  State  by  "Wayne's  and  the  Marquis'  Troops,  he  might  replace 
it  out  of  the  supply  expected  "from  the  northward,  but  they  have  been 
issued  so  irregularly,  that  he  knows  not  where  to  get  the  information 
needed— Old  "Glymps  &  his  wife"  shall  be  sent  down  by  the  next  wag- 
gon to  Richmond.  Begs  for  the  payment  of  his  assistants,  Capt:  Fowler 
&  Tibbs,  who  have  never  drawn  any  pay  since  they  have  been  with  him. 
Concludes  "would  it  be  possible  to  get  a  little  spirits  sent  to  this  place 

for  the  use  of  the  Store.   I  do  assure  you  it  is  d d  bad,  being  entirely 

without,  &  having  nothing  to  purchase.  I  do  not  beldve  the  whole  of 
us  could  raise  as  much  cash  as  would  purchase  one  Gallon,  could  it  be 
got  for  money — " 

August  16tli  Col:  Wm.  Browne  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

Surry  Co.  Encloses  list  of  "Delinquents"  in  Surry,  five  of  whom  have  gone  to 
the  Enemy,"  to  wit,  Eob't  Cunningham,  Andrew  Nimmo,  Jno.  Craw- 
ford, Arch'd  Philips  &  Jno:  Barclay" — They  were  carried  down  to  Ports- 
mouth by  Arch'e  Dunlap,  Wm.  Jones  &  Wm.  Laughton — Jones  got  a 
"Flag"  from  Col:  Parker  to  go  to  Portsmouth,  and  carried  oif  these 
deserters. 


August  16th  Col :  Wm.  Davies  sends  out  a  circular  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Specific 
War  OfSce  Tax,  authorized  by  the  last  Genl :  Assembly,  informing  them,  that  quar- 
terly returns  are  required  from  them  to  his  oflSce,  giving  the  articles 
received,  those  delivered  or  exchanged,  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
to  whom  delivered — The  great  misapplication  of  stores  in  some  parts  of 
the  Country  makes  it  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  "such  ruinous  irregulari- 
ties. 


August  16th  Major  Chas:  Dick  sends  by  "Mr.  Grady"  to  the  Executive  for  a  sup- 
Prederio'sb'g  ply  of  money  "for  the  Factory" — It  will  take  at  least  one  thousand 
Pounds  old  money  to  pay  off  arrears,  which  at  500  for  one,  £500.000 — 
He  has  borrowed  until  he  can  get  no  more  money  to  "Keep  the  Trades- 
men in  temper."  Eequests  that  no  arms  be  sent  up  for  repairs,  "but 
what  can  be  made  fit  to  fight  the  Enemy."  The  magazine  nearly 
finished. 
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GovR.  ?fELS0N  TO  Capt:  Wabley.  1781. 

"Sir,  August  17th 

I  have  received  your  Letter  by  Lieut:  Doyley,  &  in  answer  cannot 
.help  observing  that  had  my  advice  been  followed,  you  would  not  have 
had  the  present  Difficulties  to  contend  with.  When  you  arrived  in  this 
State,  the  government  considered  your  situation,  &  was,  to  say  no  more, 
as  liberal  in  its  assistance  as  Circumstances  would  allow.  If  every  Con- 
venience was  not  afforded  you,  the  Distresses  of  the  Country  furnished 
a  very  satisfactory  Eeason  for  it — Our  Demand  for  Waggons  at  this 
time  is  very  great,  &  if  there  arc  any  which  the  Citizens  can .  spare  for 
public  use,  the  !N"eces8ities  of  the  Army  urge  us  indispensable  to  appro- 
priate them  to  its  service.  I  hope  therefore  that  you  will  excuse  my 
not  complying  with  your  request. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obd:  Servt." 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  the  Governor.  August  I7th 

Eecommending  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Poster  Webb,  as  Paymaster,    War  Office 
to  discharge  the  claims  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  State,  "whose  sit- 
uation precludes  them  from  being  included  in  any  pay  roll", — which  is 
approved  by  the  Governor — 

Also  drawing  attention  to  the  necessity  of  appointing  "a  field  Com- 
missary of  Military  Stores  for  the  State" — especially  as  the  newly 
appointed  "Continental  Commissary  Mr.  Jones"  is  here,  and  desires  to 
have  the  business  arranged  between  them  before  he  enters  on  the 
business  of  his  Department. 


Col:  George  Slaughter  to  Gov:  Nelson — ,  rec'd  Oct:  10th.  August  17th 

"Sir, 

Inclos'd  you'll  receive  the  Duplicate  of  his  Leters  which  just  now  Fort  Nelson, 
came  to  hand  by  express,  by  which  you  will  be  acquainted  with  the  *fn>,- 

news  and  situation  of  the  Corps,  to  the  Westward;  an  additional  greiv- 
ance  to  us,  is  that  we  are  almost  in  the  same  situation  as  to  provisions, 
and  much  worse  as  to  clothing,  my  Corps  I  can  with  propriety  say 
entirely  naked — I  have  drawn  a  Bill  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  date,  in 
favor  of  Capt :  Benj :  Price  for  Four  Thousand  Three  hundred  &  Seven 
pounds.  Ten  Shillings,  which  I  hope  will  be  duly  honored. 
&  am  Your  Excellency's 

Mo;  obt,  h'mble  Servant — 
43 
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1781.  Copies  referred  to. 

August  17th  30th  July,  1781. 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  the  day  before  yesterday  of  putting  the  match  to 
thirteen  Cannon,  in  rejoicing  for  the  happy  success  of  the  Spanish  Arms  at 
Pensacola,  under  the  command  of  the  Governor  of  Orleans,  who  reduced 
that  strong  place  by  a  seige — the  details  of  which  I  have  not  yet  received 
from  the  Spanish  Commanders — I  will  carry  it  myself  in  about  five  days 
hence,  during  or  before  the  Seige  of  Pensacola,  the  inhabitants  of 
Natchez  assisted  by  some  Savages,  revolted  and  took  the  Fort,  and 
three  Batteaux — they  sent  all  the  prisoners  to  Orleans,  only  keeping  the 
Goods — an  army  under  the  command  of  Colo  Don  Alvarez  de  Mira  is 
gone  to  reduce  them.  I  hope  it  may  rise  the  price  of  hemp  in  that 
Country,  there  is  a  certain  Lavaleth  who  I  enlisted  in  March  1779  for 
one  year,  consequently  his  time  was  out  in  March  1780  and  it  is  wrong- 
ing him  to  make  him  serve. 

I  am  Dr  Sir,  with  respect  &c. 

(Copy  Signed)  L.  GIEAULT,  Commd." 

Port  Vincennes,  Aug:  6th,  1781. 
"Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  following  News,  the  Boat 
commanded  by  Capt  Coulson  started  from  this,  the  11th  July,  was 
defeated  within  75  miles  of  the  Falls  of  Ohio — the  Captain  was  killed 
and  three  of  his  men,  several  others  wounded — the  remainder  of  the 
Company  came  back  and  gave  me  the  unhappy  News — the  retreated  to 
the  mouth  of  Wabache,  left  the  boat  &  came  by  Land,  the  enemy  being 
close  in  the  rear  of  them — four  days  ago,  I  receiv'd  News  from  Detroit 
that  they  were  much  annoyed  by  the  Americans  coming  against  them, 
also  that  they  were  weak — about  100  men — provisions  scarce  and  dear, 
and  goods  plenty — the  Indians  greatly  exasperated  against  them  not 
meeting  with  the  treatment  as  they  had  formerly  done — Sir,  I  must 
inform  j^ou  once  more  that  I  cannot  keep  Garrison  any  longer,  without 
some  speedy  rehef  from  you.  My  men  have  been  15  days  upon  half 
allowance;  there  is  plenty  of  provisions  here  but  no  credit — I  cannot 
press,  being  the  weakest  party— Some  of  the  Gentlemen  would  help  us, 
but  their  credit  is  as  bad  as  ours,  therefore  if  you  have  not  provisions, 
send  us  "Whisky  which  will  answer  as  good  an  end — I  hope,  if  my  Ex- 
press gets  in  you  will  not  detam  him— Pray  use  the  Indian  well,  having 
no  other  to  send,  I  expect  his  return  in  twelve  days  from  the  date,  and 
for  some  one  man  to  come  with  him  to  this  post— it  appears  that  the 
Communication  is  stopt  between  Cannady  and  Detroit,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year  by  account  from  thence. 

(Copy.)  ,  JNO.  BAILEY  Capt." 
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Col:  George  Mutek  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

August  17th 
The  arms  that  were  thrown  into  the  River  at  Westham  were  all  Albemarle 
recovered  but  a  small  number,  while  he  was  in  Office — and  these  were 
directed  to  be  gotten  out  as  soon  as  the  water  was  low  enough  to  allow 
it — Mr.  Boush  of  the  State  Guard  Regt.  who  had  them  thrown  in,  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  recovering  them — This  is  all  the  information 
he  can  give  at  present. 


Col:  D.  Fisher  to  Col:  Davies.  August  I7th 

The  orders  respecting  the  six-months  men,  and  sending  one  fourth  the  Greensville 
Militia  to  the  field  were  received,  and  attention  should  be  paid  to  them, 
but  the  condition  of  the  County  will  prevent  his  complying  with  them — 
There  are  no  Commissioned  Officers  to  form  a  Court  Martial,  and  he 
cannot  march  off  detachments,  as  the  officers  will  not  serve  without 
Commissions — He  had  applied  for  those  to  Governor  Jefferson,  but  they 
had  never  been  received — Asks  for  Comms :  for  Colo  Douglass  Wilkins, 
Lieut:  Colo  Martin,  and  Major  Edmond  Wilkins,  and  for  twenty  Capts : 
&  subalterns — This  delay  however  will  not  be  felt  much,  in  as  much  as 
the  whole  force  of  the  County  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  men. 


Col:  Geo:  Corbin  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  August  I8th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  Accomack 
agreeable  favour  of  the  23d  ulto:,  for  which  please  accept  my  thanks,  it 
being  the  only  instance  of  friendly  attention  in  two  years  past,  paid  by 
the  Executive  to  this  Shore.  A  few  days  before  which,  a  letter  from  his 
Excellency,  the  Marquis  came  to  hand,  directing  the  substitutes  from 
this  Shore,  to  be  marched  immediately  to  head  quarters,  informing  us 
that  the  joint  request  of  the  officers  of  this  Shore,  for  the  continuance 
of  these  troops  for  our  defence  could  not  be  granted — this  had  almost 
convinced  me  that  the  defence  of  the  Eastern  Shore  was  considered  as 
an  object  not  worth  notice  at  this  time,  the  State  being  invaded,  but  I 
am  happy  to  find  the  contrary,  and  am  well  satisfied  that  equal  protec- 
tion will  be  extended  to  us,  with  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  Western 
Shore,  considering  our  different  circumstances. — For  the  inattention  of 
Government  these  two  years  to  this  Shore,  we  have  suffered  many  evils — 
the  disaffected  amongst  us  beleiving  that  we  should  be  soon  reduced  to 
british  Government,  and  become  an  easy  prey,  began  to  rob  privately, 
and  proceeded  at  length  to  murder  an  active  friend  to  the  Common- 
wealth— this  horrid  action  happened  about  the  first  of  last  month,  an 
immediate  pursuit  was  made  after  the  supposed  murderers,  and  three 
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1781.  persons  of  bad  characters  the  day  following  were  apprehended  upon  the 
August  18th  information  of  a  negro,  who  was  known  to  have  been  of  the  party,  and 
had  surrendered  himself— the  people  proposed  marching  them  to  the 
gallows,  which  was  accordingly  done,  when  after  a  short  time,  under  an 
expectation  of  being  executed,  they  confessed  who  were  the  authors  of 
the  murder,  confessed  they  were  in  company  at  the  time,  and  that  a  few 
nights  afterwards  several  active  citizens  marked  out  as  proper  subjects 
for  the  halter,  they  were  to  have  hanged.  This  confession  carried  con- 
viction of  their  guilt,  and  a  proposition  was  made,  and  generally  con- 
sented to,  that  the  wretches  should  be  immediately  executed,  after  giv- 
ing them  a  few  hours  to  settle  their  worldly  affairs — which  was  at  the 
expiration  of  the  time  given,  cooly  and  deliberately  done — Since  which 
time  we  have  remainedin  perfect  peace  and  quiet,  untill  the  27th  ulto: 
a  Capt;  Robinson,  with  four  barges  and  one  hundred  men  cheifly  negroes 
landed  on  Pungoteague,  plundered  some  of  the  inhabitants  and  fired  on 
others;  a  few  militia  being  alarmed,  collected,  and  began  to  skirmish 
with  them — one  of  the  blacks  being  killed,  the  others  retreated  to  their 
barges,  and  made  their  escape  to  Watt's  Island,  distant  about  five  miles. 
two  days  afterwards,  we  pursued  them  with  150  men,  in  twenty  five 
small  crafts,  and  continued  our  pursuit  four  days  and  nights,  we  were 
'  not  so  fortunate  as  to  catch  Capt:  Robinson,  he  having  gained  intelli- 
gence of  us,  as  we  have  since  been  informed,  from  the  Islanders — how- 
ever we  recaptured  two  of  his  prizes,  a  Sloop  and  Schooner  without 
opposition,  which  we  fell  in  with  off  Hooper's  Straights,  both  of  which 
were  carried  into  a  safe  harbour  in  the  State  of  Maryland  by  the  barge 
"Protector,"  Capt:  Zedechia  Whalley,  belonging  to  that  State.  This  is 
the  Barge  mentioned  in  my  last,  for  the  arming  and  fitting  of  which,  I 
made  free  to  lend  a  part  of  the  Gallies  Military  Stores,  and  am  happy  to 
find  it  meets  the  approbation  of  Government. 

I  will  only  ask  your  attention  from  matters  of  greater  importance,  a 
few  minutes,  while  I  mention  an  affair,  in  which  a  family  of  good  char- 
acter, and  warm  friends  to  the  State,  are  interested,  and  if  it  can  be 
consistent  with  your  business  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  render  them 
every  assistance  the  public  goodwill  admit  of— The  Rev:  John  Lyon, 
Rector  of  St.  George's  Parish  in  this  County,  was  lately  brought  before 
a  Court  Martial  in  this  County,  at  which  Colo  Cropper  presided— the 
charge  against  him,  was  for  having  furnished  the  Enemy  with  pro- 
visions and  other  necessaries,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,  and  dissuading 
the  Militia  from  doing  Duty  in  taking  arms  to  defend  the  State— I  had 
the  honour  to  attend  the  Court  at  the  trial,  and  acted  as  Judge  Advo- 
cate. Many  witnesses  were  produced  agst  Mr.  Lyon,  which  were  strictly 
examined  by  the  Court  and  myself,  the  principle  of  which  were  reduced 
to  writing  in  open  Court,  and  will  be  sent  over  with  the  other  proceed- 
ings on  the  trial. 

From  which  there  remains  no  doubt  with  me,  but  that  Mr.  Lyon  is 
unfriendly  to  American  Independence,  and  as  such,  it  is  with  some  diffi- 
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culty  I  can  render  him  Justice — The  principle  action  of  Mr.  Lyon,  which  1781. 
occasioned  his  prosecution ;  was  his  having  been  in  the  night,  on  board  August  18th 
of  Capt  Eobinson,  who  commands  a  British  Barge — the  day  following 
several  houses  were  burnt — from  this,  it  was  conjectured  that  Mr.  Lyon 
was  privy  to,  if  not- the  author  of  the  mischief — However,  I  must,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Lyon,  acknowledge  that  the  charge  was  cleared  up  entirely 
to  my  satisfaction,  by  two  men  (who  are  generally  believed  to  be  very 
friendly)  who  were  prisoners  on  board  Eobinson's  barge  at  the  time  Mr. 
Lyon  was  on  board — they  say  that  Lyon  was  brought  along  side  by  a 
small  barge,  which  was  sent  by  Eobinson  after  him,  that  Lyon  showed  • 
the  utmost  uneasiness  at  being  taken,  and  beged  earnestly  to  be  dis- 
charged, which,  at  first  was  refused  him,  but  after  much  entreaty  was 
granted  him — they  heard  nothing  unfriendly  from  Mr.  Lyon,  nor  did 
they  see  any  thing  which  caused  their  suspicion,  except  that  Eobinson 
came  into  Mr.  Lyon's  craft,  and  remained  about  two  minutes  and  seemed 
to  be  in  private.  The  Gents:  whose  depositions  are  sent  over,  were 
long  possessed  of  the  information  by  those  given,  before  the  transaction 
above  mention'd,  and  as  I  am  well  acquainted  with  their  zeal  for  the 
Commonwealth,  I  conceive  if  they  had  imagined  any  thing  prejudicial, 
would  have  happened  from  Mr.  Lyon,  they  would,  before  this  trial  have 
informed — Now  Sir,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Mrs.  Lyon  and  her  family, 
for  whom  I  have  not  said  too  much,  and  at  the  particular  desire  of  many 
of  Mr.  Lyon's  Parish,  to  whom  he  is  generally  agreeable,  I  am  induced 
to  ask  your ,  assistance  for  Mr.  Lyon :  provided  you  should  be  of  my 
opinion  when  the  testimony  shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  that  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  support  the  charge,  pardon  me  for  taking  up  so  much 
of  your  time. 

I  am  Dr  Sir,  with  esteem 

Your  Humb  Servt." 


Fragment — 
"Extract  erom  Col:  Balpoue's  letter  dated  18th  August  1781."     August  I8th 

"I  am  sorry  that  the  appeals  you  make  to  our  Officers,  for  the  human- 
ity of  their  treatment  when  prisoners,  cannot  be  extended  to  those  of 
the  militia  in  the  Same  Situation,  many  of  whom,  especially  those  taken 
at  Black  Mingo,  I  am  warranted  to  say  are  now  languishing  in  the  Goals 
of  North  Carolina,  tho'  in  direct  violation  of  that  Cartel,  for  the  rights 
of  which  you  so  warmly  plead." 


Brig:  GenlT  G.  Weedon  to  ^.  ■  August  18th 

"D'r  Sir, 

A  tour  thro'  the  5  lower  Counties  in  the  Northern  Neck  which  Preierio'sb'g 
has  employed  me  ten  days,  prevented  my  acknowledging  the  rec't  of 
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1781.  your  fav'r  3d  Inst:  till  now — I  cannot  give  you  just  information  respect- 
August  18th  ing  the  Arms  brought  into  the  State.  Such  as  has  been  delivered  at 
this  post,  rec'ts  are  taken  for,  &  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Quarter  M.,  but 
many  have  been  sent  on  to  the  Army  without  being  stored  at  any  place. 
Such  the  Field  Commissary  of  M.  S.  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  render  you 
Acc't  of— Others  have  been  sent  to  Charlottesville — I  shuld  suppose  the 
most  probable  way  to  get  an  exact  acc't  of  them,  would  be  to  write  to 
the  Q.  M'r,  at  the  different  posts,  ordering  copies  of  their  Touchers,  to 
be  sent  you.  The  better  to  enable  me  to  proportion  the  arms  allotted  by 
Government  for  the  defence  of  the  Neck,  I  determined  to  make  a  survey 
of  all  the  Counties  &  to  enquire  particularly  into  their  state,  &  only  last 
evening  ret'd  from  reconnoitering  the  5  lower  ones.  When  I  get  back 
from  reviewing  the  other  3  shall  make  you  a  Gen'l  return  of  the  whole. 
K.  George,  "Westmoreland,  Eichmond,  Lancaster  &  Northumberland  lay 
exceedingly  exposed — ^many  parts  of  the  Neck  above  them  not  being 
more  than  Six  miles  across,  with  good  landings  on  both  Flanks ;  in  these 
Counties  are  not  less  than  36.000  Head  of  Cattle  &  other  Stock  in  pro- 
portion— they  have  about  2250  Militia  E.  &  Pile,  these  men  have  not 
more  than  1200  Effective  Guns,  660  Bayonets  &  540  C.  Boxes. 

It  is  proposed  with  these  equipments  to  form  a  system,  that  shall  have 
for  its  object  a  position  against  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  by  the 
Enemy  on  those  Counties,  untill  assistance  can  come  to  them  from  other 
parts — to  do  this  it  is  again  proposed  that  one  half  of  the  whole,  be  con- 
stantly held  in  readiness  to  face  the  Enemy,  that  those  that  remain  at 
home  to  protect  the  Counties  from  insurrections  of  Blacks  &  from  pirat- 
ical depredations,  in  executing  this  plan  the  1125  men  facing  the  Enemy 
being  well  armed,  will  leave  only  a  small  number  of  Guns  behind,  & 
those  unequally  distributed.  I  do  not,  at  the  same  time  approve  of 
risquing  many  below,  a  small  reinforcement  however  for  the  above  pur- 
poses, may  be  necessary,  &  that  the  men  who  are  considered  for  imme- 
diate defence,  may  at  all  times  be  found  ready  to  act  with  effect,  it  is 
recommended  to  form  themselves  into  Legions — Northumberland  has 
one  Troop  of  Horse,  tolerably  equipt,  Eichmond  is  raising  one,  &  so  in 
Lancaster— Westmoreland  &  King  George  may  have  one  each.  Commis- 
sions for  the  Horse  Oflacers  are  necessary,  as  also  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment for  instituting  them.  Ammunition  is  extremely  wanting,  & 
Artillery  there  is  none  of— with  respect  to  the  Factory,  I  cannot  give 
such  information  as  to  make  an  enquiry  necessary,  not  Knowing  a  Single 
Branch  belong'g  to  it— I  have  found  it  of  the  greatest  utility,  since  the 
State  was  invaded,  in  repairing  numbers  of  mutilated  Arms,  with  which 
the  Militia  have  been  equipt  &  sent  into  the  Feild— Calling  on  the  Man- 
ager for  Monthly  Eeturns  of  all  his  Bxpences  &  work  done  might  enable 
you  to  judge  how  far  Justice  to  the  Public  was  observed.  No  doubt  the 
strictest  attention  should  be  paid  to  Workes  of  this  kind,  &  I  should  not 
be  nice  in  informing  against  any  impositions  that  might  come  to  my 
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knowledge — The  return  made  you  by  Col:  Washington  was  wrong,  as  1781. 
is  too  often  the  case — The  600  wt  of  Powder  mentioned  to  be  in  Town,  August  18th 
was  stored,  or  rather  concealed  in  the  Country,  at  a  Mr.  Colson's  on 
Mattapony — the  250  was  all  that  remained  in  Town — The  Cartridges 
returned  you,  were  made  up  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  on  my 
being  sent  from  Chesterfield,  &  might  have  been  sufficient  for  this  Place, 
had  not  the  adjacent  Counties  drawn  supplies  from  us. 

I  am  Dr  Sir, 

Tour  mo :  obt  Servt." 


Col:  V.  Brooking  to  the  Govbenor.  August  I8th 

He  has  been  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  ever  since  14th  May  last,  Amelia  Co. 
and  having  seen  a  publication  signed  by  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners 
declaring  all  such  taken  prior  to  June  15th,  to  be  released  from  their 
paroles,  he  desires  to  know  whether  it  has  received  the  Sanction  of  the 
Executive,  in  order  that  he  may  resign  his  position  as  Commandr  of 
Militia,  being  "very  infirm  &  not  able  to  discharge  the  Duties''  of  his 
Office. 


J.  Prtor  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  18th 

"Sir, 

The  very  singular  honor  done  me,  by  your  Letter,  and  the  appoint-  Bichmond 
ment*  in  inclosed  merits  my  most  gratefull  acknowledgements,  and 
deserves  greater  services,  than  am  afraid  it  is. in  my  power  to  render — I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  If  my  wishing  to  decline  this  post  which  you 
did  me  so  much  honor  to  tender  in  person  a  few  days  ago,  should  raise 
the  most  distant  doubt  of -my  Patriotism  I  must  confess  great  embarrass- 
ment upon  the  occasion,  and  with  diffidence  accept  the  appointment,  and 
hope  that  I  shall  be  indulged  wth  the  nominating  my  Deputy  &  Con- 
ductors and  be  furnish'd  with  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  undertaking 
in  advance,  to  be  accounted  for — and  so  soon  as  I  make  the  necessary 
arrangements,  must  beg  a  small  time  of  absence  to  refresh  myself  from 
the  great  fatigue  of  mind  I  have  undergone  for  these  eight  months  past 
in  the  other  troublesome  departmet:  I  acted  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  possible  degree 
of  Eespect  &  Esteem 

Sir  your  Excellencies  mo :  obt  Servt." 

*  Commissary  of  Mil ;  Stores  for  State  of  Virginia — Ordnance  Officer. 
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1781.  Brig:  Genl:  Eo:  Lawson  to  "Hon:  Wm.  Da  vies." 

"Amelia  Co.  Since  the  rec't  of  his  letter  of  the  29th  ult :  informing  him,  the  Gover- 
nor  had  gone  to  consult  with  the  Marquis  on  the  subject  of  equipping 
and  marching  the  Militia  to  the  aid  of  Genl:  Green,  he  has  received  a 
letter  from  His  Excellency  dated  the  2nd  Inst,  expressing  a  doubt 
whether  such  a  measure  will  be  necessary,  and  that  he  had  instructed 
the  Co  Lieutenants  to  countermand  the  Orders  for  the  marching  of  the 
Militia  for  the  present.  This  state  of  things  leaves  him  in  suspense: 
and  he  begs  to  be  informed  as  fully  and  as  promptly  as  possible,  in  the 
matter,  so  that  he  may  have  time  to  carry  out  his  orders  properly— The 
sickly  season  will  soon  pass,  and  the  objections  on  this  head  be  removed. 
He  hopes,  if  they  are  called  out,  the  troops  will  be  well  armed,  in  as 
much  as  it  is  much  better  to  have  a  thousand  men  well  equipped,  than 
twice  that  number  with  indifferent  weapons— asks  for  information  "of 
our  Army  &  that  of  the  Enemy"- as  to  the  prospects  of  getting  more 
Cavalry  &  Infantry— What  about  the  designs  against  New  York  &  pros- 
pects of  success  "in  that  quarter"  &c.  *  *  * 


August  18th  Capt:  Nathan  Eeid  to  Col:  Davies. 

New  London  Nothing  of  moment  has  transpired  of  late  "  but  that  Mr.  Greer's  wife 
is  dead,  and  I  thS  pleasure  of  drinking  part  of  two  or  three  Bowls  of 
excellent  punch  " — The  Soldiers  come  in  very  slowly,  and  the  Laboratory 
men  idle  for  want  of  cartridge  paper. 


August  18th  Geo  :  Pabker,  Levin  Jotnes,  James  Arbuokle,  Clemt  :  Parker  and 

Edm'd  Custis  to  Gov'r  Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Accomack  We  are  induced  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  a  Eemission  or 

Mitigation  of  a  Sentence  passed  on  the  Eeverend  John  Lyon  (by  a  Court 
Martial  held  in  the  County  the  8th  instant)  to  five  years  imprisonment. 
Prom  a  Eeview  of  the  Testimony,  we  are  led  to  think  the  sentence  severe 
but  are  far  from  meaning  to  cast  the  slightest  reflexion  on  the  Court — 
As  the  people  here  are  just  now  very  irritated,  as  well  as  alarmed  by 
the  plunderings  and  Burnings  of  the  Barges,  as  well  as  the  more  aggra- 
vating circumstances  of  murder  and  Eobberies  committed  among  us  by 
some  of  our  most  unworthy  Countymen;  but  to  do  justice  to  him  we 
petition  for,  we  must  say  that  as  far  as  we  have  heard  him  speak  of  such 
conduct  it  has  been  with  the  greatest  abhorance — Such  an  act  of 
clemency  would  be  the  means  of  releiving  a  most  worthy  woman  and 
Three  children  from  real  distress,  their  only  dependance  being  on  the 
Emoluments  arising  from  his  office  as  Eector  of  Saint  George's  Parish ; 
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and  we  trust  would  not  injure  the  common  cause,  as  he  might  be  put       1781. 
under  sufficient  restrictions  in  respect  to  his  future  behaviour ;  which  we  August  18th 
beleive  he  fully  means  shall  be  friendly  and  inoffensive,  so  as  not  to  give 
the  least  cause  for  suspicion — or  he  would  engage  to  leave  the  State,  and 
go  to  New  England,  the  place  of  his  nativity.     Tho'  we  could  wish  his 
case  would  allow  him  to  continue  in  his  Parish  as  nine  tenths  of  the 
people  in  it,  are  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  beleive  a  large 
majority  would  wish  him  to  continue  their  minister. 
We  are  with  due  respect 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  Servants." 


Major  Wm.  Croghan  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  August  I8th 

Dr  Colonel, 

This  week  I  propos'd  setting  off  to  Join  the  Army,  being  Fort  Pitt 
inform'd  a  General  Exchange  of  prisoners  had  taken  place,  making  no 
doubt  of  my  being  Exchanged,  but  Colonel  John  Nevill  who  arriv'd  here 
a  few  days  ago.  Says  I  am  not.  I  flatter  mj'self  no  Injustice  has  been 
done  me,  but  from  every  Information  I  had  was  Injuced  to  believe  there 
was  more  Majors  of  the  British  and  Hessians  in  our  hands  thaii  would 
have  Exchang'd  me  &  all  the  Majors  of  our  Army  (prisoners)  whose 
Commissions  were  older  than  mine,  not  taken  before  the  surrender  of 
Charlestown.  At  any  reat,  I  prefer  going  to  Eichmond  this  Fall,  but 
should  I  be  Exchanged  or  otherways  be  necessary  I  should  go  down,  by 
sending  me  a  line  to  Fort  Pitt,  I  will  attend. 

A  few  days  ago  Genl :  Clarke  sett  out  from  this  Country  by  water 
with  about  four  Hundred  men,  Including  Officers  &  Colo.  Crockett's 
Eegiment,  flattering  himself  he  would  be  Join'd  by  some  more  from 
Kentucky  &  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  about  half  way  between  this  &  the 
Falls — The  General  Expected  1500  men  from  this  part  of  the  Country  & 
is  much  chagreened  at  his  disappointment,  having  provisions.  Ammuni- 
tion, Artillery,  quarter  masters'  Stores,  Boats  &c.,  sufficient  for  upwards 
of  2000  men — had  the  country  people  turned  out  and  went  with  him,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  people  on  this  side  the  mountain  in  particular  would  , 

be  sencible  of  the  advantage  they  must  reap  by  being  able  to  live  at 
their  plantations,  without  .the  dread  of  being  scalped,  which  is  far  from 
being  the  case  at  present,  few  days  passing  without  the  Indians  doing 
mischeif  of  this  kind. 

I  much  fear  the  General  will  be  disappointed  in  Geting  men  down  the 
river  from  Kentucky  &  the  Falls;  if  so  the  State  is  thrown  into  an 
Infinity  of  expence  without  any  advantage,  as  the  few  men  the  General 
now  has,  is  not  more  than  might  be  necessary  to  guard  the  great  num- 
ber of  Boats,  Stores  &c  he  has  with  him. 
44 
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1781.  Prom  every  account  we  have,  the  Indians  are  preparing  to  receive 

August  18th  him,  and  if  they  should  attack  him  in  his  present  situation,  either  by 
land  or  water  I  dread  the  consequences.  The  reason  so  few  went  with 
him  from  this  place  is  owing  to  the  dispute  that  subsists  here  between  the 
Virginians  &  Pennsylvanians  respecting  the  true  bounds  of  the  Latter. 
And  the  General  being  a  Virginian  was  opposed  by  the  most  noted  men 
here  of  the  Pennsylvania  Party.  The  people  here  bleam  Virginia  very 
much  for  making  them  &  their  lands  (which  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
is  far  out  of  the  true  bounds  of  pensylvania)  over  to  Pennsylvania,  And 
I  am  assur'd  never  will  be  Content  untill  the  True  bounds  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  run — 'tis  true  they  are  going  to  run  what  they  call  a  temporary 
boundary,  but  so  much  Injustice  is  done  to  the  State  of  Virginia  &  the 
people  who  are  now  in  it,  &  by  this  Scandalous  Imposition  will  be  forc'd 
into  Pennsylvania,  that  nothing  but  Disorder  will  reign  until  the  bounds 
is  run  agreeable  to  the  words  of  the  Charter  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  happy  in  being  Informed  the  Enemy  have  left  Virginia  &  hope 
they  will  pay  no  more  visits  to  any  part  of  the  State.  I  am  Inform'd 
Genl :  Washington  is  Troublesome  to  Sir  Henry,  which  is  the  cause  of 
their  leaving  you  to  assist  him. 

I  am  your  most  Humble  & 

Obedient  Servant." 


August  19th  Capt:  Peeslt  Thornton  to  the  Governor. 

Prederic'sb'g  By  virtue  of  his  Warrant,  he  haff  been  attempting  "  the  Impressing 
busines"  but  the  people  secrete  their  horses,  consequently  has  made  little 
progress — He  is  not  familiar  with  the  Laws,  and  would  like  to  know  if 
there  is  no  way  of  punishing  persons  who  thus  injure  the  public  service. 
Desires  to  know  whether  every  family  is  to  be  allowed  a  pair  of  carriage 
horses,  and  each  man  a  riding  horse;  and  whether  he  is  justifiable  in 
breaking  Locks  to  Search  Stables  &c. 


August  19th  Mann  Page  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Mannsfield  As  one  of  the  Executors  of  Colcf  Tayloe's  Estate,  he  is  induced  to 
apply  to  his  Excellency  for  information  in  the  following  facts— A  Slave 
belonging  to  this  Estate  had  been  taken  by  a  British  Privateer:  this 
vessel  was  afterwatds  attacked  and  captured  by  a  Baltimore  Privateer, 
a  part  of  the  crew  however,  the  slave  among  the  rest  swam  ashore  and 
got  into  Essex  Co,  where  the  Militia  took  them  up,  and  carried  them 
prisoners  to  Fredericksburg  and  then  to  Staunton— He  desires  to  know 
how  the  Slave  can  be  recovered,  when  identified?  or  whether  it  will  be 
necessary  that  he  be  libelled  before  a  Court  of  Admiralty?— If  there  is 
any  other  mode,  he  will  be  obliged  to  be  informed  thereof. 
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James  Anderson  to  Col:  Da  vies.  1781. 

As  Mr.  Boss  is  to  undertake  the  "getting  the  Gun  Stocks" — he  desires  August  19th 
to  inform  him,  "  that  three  men  may  get  as  many  stocks  out  of  maple, 
beach  or  Elm,  and  saw  as  much  Plank,  and  form  as  many  stocks  a  week, 
as  will  stock  two  hundred  muskets." 


James  Anderson  to  Col:  Davies.  August  19th 

A  great  deal  depends  upon  getting  good,  artificers  for  officers  to  con-  Irvin's  Store 
trol  and  direct  others — The  latter  will  not  respect  their  superiors  in 
command,  or  regard  their  orders,  if  they  perceive  they  are  not  compe- 
tent to  judge  of  their  work.  Men  of  this  character  are  veiy  scarce — 
Capt:  Young  is  evidently  averse  to  the  plan  proposed,  because  there  are 
neither  shops  nor  material  ready  for  use;  and  thinks  he  can  get  the  men 
needed,  when  this  is  the  case.  But  unless  workmen  are  secured  while 
the  State  is  invaded,  they  will  not  be  gotten  in  twelve  months — Mr. 
Boss  ofiers  to  furnish  Five  Thousand  Gun  Stocks  immediately,  to  be 
delivered  at  the  Point  of  Fork — He  thinks  this  should  be  accepted  at 
once,  for  "Heaven  knows  when  there  will  be  any  muskets  stocked"  in 
the  present  condition  of  his  business — The  best  way  to  procure  good 
artificers,  will  be  to  give  notice  in  each  County  that  men,  shall  be 
exempted  from  military  duty  and  receive  their  wages  when  due,  who 
are  good  workmen  and  will  engage  for  the  service. 

When  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  a  few  days  ago,  Mr.  Boss  informed  him, 
"the  negroes  that  were  under  Inoculation"  would  be  removed  in  a  few 
days,  and  Mr.  Ford  would  then  get  the  shops  ready — Capt :  Young  had 
ordered  him  to  the  P.  of  Fork,  but  finding  there  was  no  prospect  of  get- 
ting to  work  there,  he  set  out  for  Irvin's  Store,  where  he  found  all  the 
Carpenters  discharged,  and  the  two  log-houses  not  finished;  but  Mr. 
Price  has  collected  some  hands  and  he  expects  to  begin  work  in  a  few 
days — but  there  is  neither  flour,  or  Salt,  on  hand,  and  matters  in  bad 
condition  generally. 


Col:  John  Taylor  to  the  Governor.  August  19th 

Sending  under  guard  by  Order  of  Colo  Innes,  one  John  Warden,  Camp  Dilla- 
accused  of  being  inimical  to  the  State — The  papers  found  upon  his  per-  Y"^^'  Irr"?-'^®' 
son  go  far  to  prove  his  intentions,  but  if  they  are  not  sufficient,  he  is  ting's  Mill 
directed  to  inform  the  Governor,  that  Col :  Wm.  Eoane  and  Capt :  James 
Upshaw  of  Essex  Co.  can  give  much  information  on  the  subject  &c. 
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1781.  Capt:  D.  Ragsdale  expresses  his  apprehensions  to   Col:  Davies  in 

August  20th  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  "Volunteer  Horse."     A  Mr.  Smith  of  Cum- 
On  the  road,  berland  was  Killed  the  day  after  the  Battle  of  James  Town — his  horse 
^"'"'''       was  brought  up  by  two  of  his  C.ompany,  who  say  they  were  made  pris- 
oners and  the  horse  was  given  to  them  by  the  Enemy,  and  detain  him 
from  the  Heir  at  law,  &c. 


August  20th  Benjamin  Jordan  Com:  Mil:  Stokes  to  Col:  Davies. 

Irving's  Complying  with  Orders  by  Capt:  Allen,  to  send  down  at  once  all  the 

°^^  repaired  arms  at  that  place — also  return  of  ammunition  on  hand — In 
the  absence  of  Capt  Bohannan  he  will  strictly  comply  with  any  direc- 
tions sent  him — Is  in  great  distress  for  want  of  money  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  his  Department. 


August  20th  John  Harmanson  and  Wm.  Scott  to  Col:  Davies. 

Northamp-  They  have  sold  the  greater  part  of  the  corn  and  bacon,  and  applied 
°'  the  money  to  the  support  of  guards — The  oats  and  salt  still  on  hand, 
and  wish  they  were  on  the  other  side  the  Bay — have  sold  400  bushels 
oats  and  fed  a  Troop  of  Horse  with  some — The  corn  being  old  sold  low, 
and  700  bushels  have  been  on  hand  since  the  winter,  which  should  be 
gotten  rid  of — 

They  have  another  vessel  ready  to  be  launched,  which  if  ensured, 
they  will  load  with  salt  and  oats;  or  those  articles  may  be  sent  over  in 
some  other  vessel — The  freight  on  salt  is  £40  pr:  bushel,  but  if  this  ves- 
sel were  insured,  it  can  be  carried  for  £25 — Oats  and  corn  can  be  carried 
in  proportion.  Fredericksburg  seems  to  be  the  safest  port  at  this  time, 
but  any  other  place  will  suit,  if  it  be  thought  proper  to  order  accord- 
ingly. They  desire  to  know  to  whom  these  articles  are  to  be  sent  in 
Fredericksburg,  to  avoid  risk  from  the  "  Shallopers  that  comes  over.'' 
The  corn  sold,  brought  only  £4  to  £6  pr:  bushel,  but  it  has  been  selling 
for  £7— and  oats  at  £5— Salt  now  sells  on  that  shore  at  £200  pr:  Bushel. 


August  21st  James  Madison  Jnr.,  Theod.  Bland,  M.  Smith  and  Bdm.  Randolph 

Delegates,  to  Gov'r  Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Philadelphia  We  had  the  Honour,  yesterday,  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  by 

Mr.  ISTicolson;  Since  which,  no  Intelligence  of  Importance  has  transpired. 
By  some  accident  or  other  the  mail  from  Virginia  did  not  arrive  yes- 
terday; and  we  are  not  favoured  with  any  accounts  from  that  quarter. 
The  inclosed  Gazette  will  give  the  news  of  the  day. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great 
Esteem,  yr:  Excellency's  most  obet 
&  hble  Servant." 
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Col :  Wm.  Christian  informs  Col :  Davies,  he  has  collected  eleven  horses,       1781. 

"supposed  to  be  'strays"  and  has  sent  them  to  Capt:  Young  Q.  M.  G. —  August  21st 

He  has  been  so  ill,  he  has  not  searched  the  entire  county  over.  Charles  City 

Co. 


Capt:  Jno.  Allen  to  Colo  Davies.  August  21st 

The  repaired  arms,  cartridges  &c  order  shall  be  sent  down  as  soon  as  Irvin's  Store 
possible — Begs  leave  to  give  account  of  things  at  that  place — Mr.  Haw- 
kins superintendent  of  artificers  informs  him,  the  men  he^  had,  refused 
to  do  duty  until  they  could  receive  their  wages — Four  of  them  came  up 
on  the  19th  but  brought  no  tools  with  them,  and  there  are  none  to  put 
into  their  hands.  Hand-saws,  hammers,  &  bench  plains  are  wanted,  and 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  army  chests  and  boxes  for  cartridges — The 
carpenters  engaged  for  six  months  have  been  discharged  by  order  of 
Mr.  Nathl  Anderson,  which  has  thrown  every  thing  into  confusion. 

The  demand  for  wagons  for  private  purposes  is  so  great,  and  people 
give  so  much  more  than  "the  public,"  that  unless  the  Quarter  Master  is 
furnished  with  money  or  power  to  impress,  he  will  not  be  able  to  trans- 
port the  arms  or  cartridges  from  that  place,  or  to  bring  from  Charlottes- 
ville, a  few  articles  necessary  for  the  Laboratory.  The  Post  is  so  much 
in  want  of  Salt  and  good  flour,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  it  up 
longer  unless  these  articles  are  furnished — He  has  borrowed  all  that  can 
be  gotten  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  last  has  been  consumed — Col: 
Dabney  has  ordered  him  to  send  all  the  men  belonging  to  the  State 
Troops  to  their  regiments  at  Goochland  C.  House — Begs  for  some 
" Physic"  for  the  sick,  "against  the  ague  &  feveur  such  as  "Saults  & 
Tarter;"  and  the  Soldiers  pray  for  a  little  Whiskey,  which  may  he 
bought  in  the  neighborhood — He  has  on  hand  only  "  eighteen  hundred 
cartridges  fit  for  service" — The  evils  here  recited  are  not  imaginary,  but 
too  real,  demanding  prompt  and  serious  attention. 


Col :  Anthony  Thornton  informs  Col :  Davies,  of  the  condition  of  the  August  21st 
Militia  &c  in  his  county — He  has  so  arranged  the  Muster  Rolls,  as  to  get 
rid  of  useless  men,  and  to  keep  at  least  one  fourth  of  his  force  always  in 
the  field — Mr.  Higgins  has  sixty-five  stand  of  arms  repaired,  and  can 
have  no  more  done,  without  Salt.  He  has  always  sent  the  six-months 
men  to  the  field  and  the  County  now  has  only  these,  and  the  men  who 
have  served  their  time  in  the  service — The  clothing  has  been  collected 
and  delivered  to  Major  Nelson. 

Capt:  J.  Pryor  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  appointed  Mr.  Reynolds  August  21st 
and  Capt:  Beard  his  assistants,  as  recommended — The  former  sets  out  Richmond 
at  once  to  collect  all  the  arms  in  private  shops;  and  he  will  be  glad  if 
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1781.       Capt  Beard  shall  receive  his  orders  as  soon  as  possible — The  paymaster 
August  21st  of  the   State   should   receive  instructions  in  regard  to  Mr.  Eeynolds' 
wages — The  pay  of  a  Conductor  is  "Forty  five  Dolls:  pr:  month." 


August 21st      Mann  Page  Bsqr:  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  will  use  every  effort  to 
Mannsfield   procure  the  "  Traveling  Forges"  need,  or  will  give  due  notice  of  their 
being  ready. 


August  2l3t  John  Key  to  Col  :  Davies,  in  regard  ^  his  appointment  as  collector 

of  estrays  &c. 

Albemarle       Has  received  only  Sixteen  horses  and  sent  them  to  Capt:  Young — 
^°-         They  are  all  he  could  find,  but  will  continue  to  search  the  County. 


Aocomac  Co. 


August  22d  Rev :  John  Lyon,  petitions  the  Executive  for  remission  of  the  sentence 
Onanoock,  of  the  Court  Martial  lately  held  for  his  Trial ;  giving  in  substance  reasons 
heretofore  recorded  by  Col:  Corbin,  why  he  should  not  be  punished;  and 
offering  to  give  any  security  demanded  for  his  good  behavior  in  the 
future,  so  that  he  may  continue  to  discharge  the  functions  of  his  office, 
as  desired  by  a  large  majority  of  his  Parishioners  &c. 


August  22d  Jno.  Robertson,  D.  C.  Genl:  Issues,  to  Col:  Davies. 

Camp  Mun-  Colo  Febiger  informs  him  he  has  no  sialt,  and  that  Colo.  Mayo  in  Man- 
coo  e  Hills  p]jgg^gj,  jjg^g  somc,  which  may  be  gotten  upon  an  Order;  for  "use  of 
the  Continent" — That  article,  bread  and  spirits  are  scarce  and  the  army 
is  daily  increasing,  so  that  he  trembles  to  think  of  the  consequences 
uiiless  he  is  supplied;  or  allowed  money  with  which  to  meet  the  inces- 
sant demands  from  every  Brigade  and  "  Magazine." 


August  22d  Col:  J.  Holmes  to  Col:  Davies. 

Winchester  Requesting  him  to  inform  the  Executive  that  he  has  already  sent  to 
Philadelphia,  by  order  of  the  Commissary  Genl :  of  Prisoners,  all  the 
naval  prisoners,  in  his  charge,  "to  the  number  of  118"— He  was  partic- 
ular in  stating  where  they  were  taken,  &  by  whom,  so  that  the  State 
should  get  full  credit  for  them— Two  boxes  of  cavalry  swords  &  Pistols 
were  sent  to  his  care  from  Phila.,  but  he  had  received  no  orders  respect- 
ing  them. 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPEES.  351 


Egbert  Moeris,  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  1781. 

"Sir,  August  23d 

I  am  but  just  returned  from  the  Head  Quai-ters  of  the  Commander  Office  of  Pi- 
in  Chief,  where  I  have  been  for  some  days,  in  order  to  confer  with  him  nance 
on  the  various  military  operations  and  arrangements,  as  far  as  they  are 
connected  with  the  duties  of  my  department.  Of  consequence,  the 
defence  of  that  valuable  part  of  Virginia  now  invaded,  became  much  a 
subject  of  consideration;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  every 
measure  will  be  pursued  for  its  safety,  which  is  consistent  with  the 
general  objects  of  the  "War. 

The  Force  in  Virginia  ought  to  be  very  considerable,  for  Seasons 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  to  you,  who  are  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  country.  But  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  the  supplies  to 
this  Force  must  be  proportionably  great.  I  have  already  done  myself 
the  Honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  account  of  the  specific 
supplies  which  have  been  required  by  Congress.  Virginia  stands  debited 
for  the  whole,  and  it  is  not  in  my  power,  perhaps  not  in  yours,  to  state 
the  credit  side  of  that  account — Let,  however  the  amount  of  the  articles 
furnished,  be  what  it  may,  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  I  have  the  com- 
mand of  no  money  from  the  several  States,  which  will  serve  to  maintain 
a  Force  in  Virginia — Much  therefore  must  depend  on  the  Provisions  and 
Forage,  which  that  State  can  call  forth — It  is  necessary  for  me  to  inform 
the  General,  what  Eeliance  can  be  made  on  your  Eesources;  and  it  \a 
also  necessary  that  this  information  should  be  just. 

Tour  Excellency  must  perceive  that  his  arrangements  will  greatly 
depend  upon  m^y  Communications,  and  therefore  you  will  need  no  Incite- 
ment to  transmit  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Answers  to  my  Enquiries.  Let 
me  then  intreat  Sir,  to  know,  what  quantity  of  Flour,  Beef,  and  Pork 
both  fresh  and  Salted,  and  what  quantity  of  Hay  and  Indian  Corn,  or 
other  Forage,  can  be  delivered  by  the  State  of  Virginia;  at  what  Places, 
and  by  what  Times — I  shall  also  be  happy  to  be  informed  where  the 
Tobacco  required  of  your  State  is  deposited,  that  I  may  take  proper 
measures  for  the  Disposal  of  it. 

"With  all  possible  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Tour  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  &  humble  Servt." 


Capt:  John  Pryor  informs  Col:  Davies,  of  his  finding  the  arms  left  August  23d 
by  Genl :  Campbell,  and  which  should  have  been  carried  to  Eichmond  Col.  Parishes 
"up  Col:  Parish's  Stairs  in  a  most  horrid  condition" — Those  fit  for  ser- 
vice'will  be  sent  to  camp,  the  others  to  Mr.  James'  Armorer,  living  near 
by,  to  be  repaired  as  soon  as  possible — He  hopes  to  find  a  sufficient 
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1781.       number  for  the  Marquis,  at  Fredericksburg,  so  that  all  collected  "in  this 
August  22d  quarter"  had  better  be  sent  to  the  camp  to  be  found  on  the  South  side 
James  Eiver — apprehends  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  transportation 
for  the  arms  at  Fredericksburg. 


August  23d  COL:    J.    BaNISTER   TO   THE    GOVERNOR. 

Dinwiddie       Desiring  instructions  as  to  the  treatment  to  be  observed   towards 


Co, 


" delinquents"  in  his  county — He  thinks  the  lenient  policy  best,  "the 
execution  of  penal  Laws"  contradicting  the  idea  of  republican  Societies." 
It  were  better  to  secure  a  considerable  body  of  Militia  for  two  months 
only,  in  the  field,  than  with  every  exertion,  get  a  very  small  one  for  six — 
Desires  to  know  where  he  is  to  march  the  Militia,  about  one  hundred 
and  three,  and  seven  six  months  men — There  are  many  more  out  at 
large,  who  he  hopes  to  get  in. 


August  23d  Col  :  0.  Towles  to  Col  :  Wm.  Da  vies. 

Spotsylvania  He  is  rejoiced  to  hear,  there  is  a  prospect  of  the  Officers  obtaining 
some  relief,  upon  proper  representations  of  their  wants  being  made — 
This  has  been  done  so  often  before,  and  they  have  been  kept,  so  con- 
stantly "visiting  and  attending  on  Governors,  Auditors,  Treasurers  &c 
&c,  without  avail,  that  many  "brave  and  worthy"  men  have  been 
ruined,  and  become  disgusted  by  the  continued  injustice  done  them. 
JSTo  service  could  be  more  beneficial  than  to  afford  relief  to  such.  He 
then  draws  attention  to  his  own  particular  case.  "Ten  months  and 
more  have  elapsed"  since  he  "fingered  any  of  the  public  money,"  and 
the  "scanty  pittance"  then  received  "was  deficient  several  thousands," 
in  defraying  his  necessary  expenses— Begs  to  be  informed  how  he  can 
obtain  a  sum  of  money  on  account  of  his  pay — Encloses  return  of  the 
clothing  furnished  by  the  counties  in  the  District,— and  will  at  some 
future  day  lay  before  the  Council  a  statement  of  the  levies  collected  and 
fo warded  to  Fredericksburg— Concludes— "A  correspondent  from  Lan- 
caster in  Pennsylva,  the  17th  inst,  writes  me,  that  the  Eeports  of  that 
Place,  are  that  his  Excy:  Genl :  Washington  is  much  more  formidable 
than  he  has  ever  been  heretofore,  and  intends  an  attack  upon  New 
York— he  adds  that  should  it  be  the  ease,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 
success  from  the  great  inferiority  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  That 
the  Baltimoreans  are  making  great  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the 
enemy  (that  at  present  infest  us)  having  undoubted  intelligence  of  their 
hostile  intentions  against  that  place— should  you  have  any  news  in  your 
quarter  when  this  reaches  you,be  so  kind  to  favor  me  with  it."  *  * 
This  goes  by  Express  that  is  to  return  to  me,  and  will  take  any  letters 
you  may  have  ready  for  this  Quarter." 
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Lists  of  Sixty  three  deserters,  from  "Capt:  Hale's  company''  and       1781. 
Capt:  Haman  Critz'  Co.  August  23d 


Col:  Thos:  Mathews  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  23d 

"Sir, 

A  Letter  from  the  Marquis  last  Even'g  determined  me  to  move  Byrds 
towards  Williamsburg  with  my  small  party,  in  order  to  determine  some 
matters  of  information,  that  appeared  rather  doubtfull.  I  accordingly 
moved  down,  and  quartered  my  party  at  Allen's  6  miles  on  this  side  Wil- 
liamsburg— I  had  previously  sent  an  officer  &  20  men  thro'  the  woods 
down  to  York,  in  order  to  alarm  the  Enemy,  at  the  same  time  to  act  as 
a  party  of  observation  and  to  give  the  Enemy  an  Idea  of  a  strong  party 
being  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  Pickett  was  advanced  on  every  road 
leading  to  the  encampment,  and  the  strictest  orders  given  to  prevent 
surprise;  but  notwithstanding  these  precautions,  the  pickett  on  the 
road  to  Williamsburg,  suffer'd  themselves  to  be  surprised  &  the  enemy 
to  be  on  us  without  any  previous  notice — You  must  figure  to  yourself 
the  confusion  that  prevailed  amongst  the  men,  for  notwithstanding  the 
exertions  of  the  Officers,  they  flew  with  utmost  precipitation  to  the 
Woods. 

At  present,  they  come  in  fast  to  this  place,  and  I  have  reason  to 
beleive,  I  have  not  lost  20  men  in  Killd :  Wounded  &  taken  Prisoners — 
I  shall  give  you  a  particular  Acct :  of  our  loss  this  Evening — Tarleton 
commanded  the  party;  they  amounted  to  400  Dragoons  &  200  mounted 
Infantry.  My  Stay  on  the  ground  was  rather  long,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
run  the  fire  of  5  of  them. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Eespect 

Sir,  your  most  obt  Servt." 


Depontiere,  Aid  de  Camp,  to  Baron  Steuben,  requests  Col:  August  23d 

Davies,  to  order  Capt:  Peyton  to  furnish  the  Baron's  attendants,  with    Albemarle 
clothing,  they  being  about  to  set  out  for  the  South.  '  Barracks 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Govr  Nelson.  August  23d 

"Sir, 

Not  only  the  helpless  situation  in  which  I  am  continued,  from  a  Near 
severe  spell  of  sickness,  but  the  suspense  in  which  I  remain  respecting  Carter's 
what  the  Executive  intend  to  do  for  the  department  of  which  I  have 
charge,  keep  me  continually  in  a  state  of  uneasiness.  I  have  made 
many  representations  to  your  Excellency,  and  written  upon  many  sub- 
jects, but  am  unacquainted  with  your  pleasure,  and  consequently  know 
45 
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ItSl.  not  what  to  think,  or  how  to  act — The  principles  hy  which  I  have  been 
August  23d  actuated  in  every  thing  which  I  have  said,  or  done,  were  to  promote  the 
public  interests,  and  cannot  but  express  the  concern  which  I  feel  at  the 
little  weight  which  they  seem  to  be  of — I  flatter  myself  I  have  proposed 
nothing  but  what  was  proper,  nor  said  or  done  any  thing  which  may 
have  invited  the  least  unfavorable  sentiment  in  Council ;  but  should  it 
be  the  case  in  either  respect,  I  readily  ask  the  pardon  of  the  Board,  and 
beg  that  it  may  not  be  construed  to  my  prejudice,  as  done  with  design, 
but  from  no  motive  but  that  of  serving  the  public. 

One  error  I  acknowledge  to,  and  am  sorry  that  my  want  of  informa- 
tion led  me  into  it — that  of  submitting  to  the  judgement  of  the  Execu- 
tive, the  Expenditures  of  the  Quarter  Master's  Department. 

I  have  been  made  acquainted  with  this ;  tho'  not  ofiBcially,  and  lament 
that  I  have  been  kept  ignorant  6f  a  thing  which  so  particularly  required 
my  attention,  the  direction  of  the  Board  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in 
all  others  that  I  may  receive,  as  far  as  the  system  under  which  I'  act 
will  admit,  shall  be  complied  with,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power.  Should  I 
again  err  from  a  want  of  the  necessary  instructions,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever,  and  your  Excellency,  or  either  of  the  Honourable 
Board  will  be  pleased  to  make  me  sensible  of  it,  I  will  remedy  it  imme- 
diately— As  I  am  always  open  to  conviction,  I  am  sorry  that  I  had  not 
a  friend  in  Council,  who  would  inform  me  of  the  impropriety  of  my 
objection;  that  I  might  have  recalled  it,  and  complied  with  the  request. 

I  hope  I  have  said  sufficiently  in  the  above  paragraph  to  convince  your 
Excellency  how  much  it  is  my  desire  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of 
me,  and  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  may  give  pleasure  to  my  superiors 
and  others  with  whom  I  may  be  concerned — At  the  same  time,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  something  more,  respecting  the  wish  of  the  Board  for  an 
examination  of  my  accounts,  that  the  objections  I  made,  may  be  con- 
sidered in  their  proper  light. 

In  the  first  place,  I  viewed  such  a  thing  tantimount  to  a  suspicion  of 

the  propriety  of  my  directions  with  respect  to  the  cash  I  received in 

the  next  place,  that  it  carried  the  face  of  an  objection  to  the  issues  of 
any  more  for  the  department,  until  the  judgement  was  formed,  as  there 
was  no  mention  made  to  the  contrary— I  hope  this  was  not  the  case 
but  while  such  were  my  thoughts,  I  should  have  been  wrong  not  to  have 
communicated  them.  It  is  true  my  answer  might  have  been  written  in 
a  more  easy  stile,  but  when  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  reflect  that 
there  was  room  for  the  constructions,  and  not  knowing  of  the  authority 
they  had  to  require  such  an  examination  they  will  find  but  few,  who 
would  have  wrote  diff'erently— because  an  honest  and  faithful  agent  can- 
not silently  submit  to  an  undue  suspicion  when  he  becomes  acquainted 
with  it— will  not  acquiesce  to  a  thing  which  he  might  think  would  be 
prejudicial  to  his  operations;  nor  do  injustice  to  his  principles  by 
exposing  his  accounts-These  things  I  hope  will  account  for  my  being 
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so  particular,  and  have  their  due  weight  with  your  Excellency  and       1781. 
Council.  August  23d 

Altho'  my  health  is  restored,  it  is  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  pains 
which  I  yet  feel,  that  I  am  lifted  from  my  Bed  and  Seated  in  a  Chair. 
Notwithstanding  this,  I  should  have  made  a  second  attempt  to  get  to 
Eichmond,  by  being  conveyed  in  a  Carriage  by  Land,  or  in  a  Boat  down 
the  Eiver,  but  the  Physician  who  has  attended  me,  and  the  Gentleman 
of  the  house  where  I  am  dissuade  me,  alleging,  that  should  a  fever  be 
created  again,  it  would  perhaps  be  more  dangerous  than  that  from  which 
I  have  recovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obt 

humble  Servant." 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  "Hon:  Mr.  Jameson  in  Council.  August  24th 

"Sir, 

As  the  necessity  of  attending  more  strictly  to  the  continental  War  Office 
arrangements  becomes  every  day  more  evident,  and  as  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  have  our  accounts  speedily  settled,  which  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted with  justice  and  accuracy,  without  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  various  resolutions  of  Congress  that  particularly  interest  us,  and  as 
it  will  require  some  time  and  attention  to  select  them  from  the  Mass  of 
unconnected  resolutions,  and  cannot  therefore  be  executed  by  Mr.  Smith, 
without  considerable  delay  to  his  other  business,  and  as  a  selection  of 
this  kind,  will  be  of  the  utmost  utility  to  all  the  different  branches  of 
government,  and  enable  them,  with  ease  to  become  possessed  of  a  knowl- 
edge of  all  the  Continental  regulations  and  rules  for  the  various  depart- 
ments; I  am  therefore  induced,  from  a  conviction  of  the  great  conse- 
quences of  it,  to  request  the  sanction  of  government  to  an  appointment 
of  this  kind.  His  pay  shall  be  determined  totally  by  his  services — For 
my  part,  I  am  so  well  convinced  of  the  immediate  necessity  of  it,  that 
should  the  appointment  be  left  with  me,  I  will  be  answerable,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  months  at  the  utmost,  to  have  the  business  accu- 
rately executed  in  a  fair,  legible  hand ;  and  all  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
relating  to  any  department,  regularly  and  methodically  arranged  under 
proper  heads.  When  a  work  of  this  kind  is  brought  up  to  the  present 
date,  it  can  always  be  continued  with  great  ease.  Indeed,  I  could  then 
have  it  done  in  this  office,  which  would  be  much  better  than  remaining 
in  the  dark.  At  present  however,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  it, 
but  should  I  be  entrusted  with  the  nomination,  would  afford  every 
information  in  my  power,  and  would  ensure  a  speedy  and  skilfull  execu- 
tion of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect 

Your  very  obedient  Servt." 
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1781.  Major  J.  Duval  informing  Col:  Holt  Richeson,  that  sixty  three  men 

August  25th  from  Henry  County,  have  deserted  from  the  third  Regiment,  in  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade  of  Militia.  On  this  account  he  is  unable  to  make  a  proper 
report  &c. 


August  25th  Col:  LeRot  Peachy  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Richmond  Setting  forth  the  reasons  why  the  militia  of  his  County  should  be 
^°'  well  armed— The  Enemy  threatens  them,  and  there  are  "very  few  fire 
locks  of  private  property  fit  for  field" — He  has  only  received  120  Stand 
of  Arms  from  the  public  stores  and  more  than  twenty  of  these  were  in 
bad  order, — without  cartouch  boxes  or  bayonets — Genl:  Weedon,  in  his 
tour  of  the  Northern  Neck,  had  informed  him  he  had  one  thousand 
stand  for  distribution,  but  could  not  deliver  them  without  an  order  from 
the  Executive.  He  therefore  entreats  to  be  supplied  with  about  180, 
with  ammunition  &c;  can  turn  out  about  three  hundred  men,  "who 
would  fight  to  defend  their  property" — Asks  for  a  warrant  for  balance 
of  £7320,  bounty  money  due  to  recruits,  part  of  which  he  has  become 
responsible  for  by  advancing  it.  The  clothing  due  from  the  County,  has 
long  since  been  delivered  to  the  Q.  Master  at  Fredericksburg.  In  regard 
to  the  "fiag  business"  he  will  pay  due  attention,  and  desires  instructions 
how  one  from  the  Enemy  is  to  be  received  should  it  appear,  as  is  com- 
mon below,  upon  trifiing  pretences — Recommends  as  recruiting  oflBLcer, 
Joseph  Davenport,  a  young  officer  late  of  the  State  Troops,  who  is  will- 
ing to  act,  but  will  require  money ;  tho'  he  begs  leave  to  say  "  that  a 
Hhd:  of  paper  money  would  not  get  a  man  in  this  Quarter" — The  pub- 
lie  arms  sent  him  were  in  such  bad  order,  that  he  desires  authority  to 
employ  an  Armorer,  or  impress  private  Smiths  Shops  to  repair  them. 


August  25th  Col:  J.  Parker  to  Col:  Davies. 

"  Dear  Davies, 
Smithfield  I  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  18th — it  met  me  on  my 

way  home  from  Camp,  having  retired  from  military  Duty,  and  never  do 
intend  to  take  up  the  same  profession  in  this  Country,  having  done  her 
ample  justice— I  may  now  vaunt,  because  I  never  expect  or  will  accept 
of  any  thing  from  a  Country  which  I  have  found  ungratefull— I  shall 
ever  think  myself  honored  by  a  correspondence  with  you,  &  shall  be 
happy  in  a  continuance  of  it.  More  so  after  I  cross  the  Atlantic,  which 
will  be  attempted  in  a  few  weeks — previous  to  which  I  hope  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  my  old  Mess-Mate,  at  which  time,  I  can  say  more  in 
Confidence,  than  I  would  choose  to  convey  on  paper. 

I  can  at  present  say,  that  when  I  leave  Virginia,  there  will  not  one 
remain,  who  wishes  it  better  than  I  do,  and  few  who  have  done  more  to 
serve  her,  and  none  who  could  have  been  better  rewarded  for  turning 
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traitor,  a  character  I  conceive  of  monstrous  shape,  and  horrid  Idea —       1781. 
such  as  will  never  lay  hold  on  me — all  this  to  yourself.  August  25th 

The  Cannon,  12  in  number,  are  left  entire  at  South  Quay — 8 — 18  &  4 
24-poundors — three  others  are  at  Meade's  landing,  spiked,  and  one  on 
the  road  froin  South  Quay  to  Milners — ^Norfolk  &  Portsmouth  are  mere 
heaps  of  rubish — there  are  a  number  of  Horses  in  the  lower  Counties, 
left  by  the  British  &  stolen  from  them,  would  it  not  be  well  to  have 
persons  in  each  County  appointed  to  receive  them. 

I  have  left  Colo.  "Wills  in  command  'till  the  Governor's  pleasure  is 
known — Will  you  signify  to  Colo.  Willis,  whether  it  is  the  Governor's 
pleasure  he  should  continue,  and  empower  him  to  grant  certificates  for 
supplies,  or  whether  another  person  is  to  releive  him. 

I  have  a  monstrous  cold  and  am  very  unwell,  or  should  sett  off  imme- 
diately to  the  Marquis  &  return  by  Richmond — this  will  be  done  as  soon 
as  I  recover,  but  I  scarcely  expect  it  will  be  soon,  and  you  will  think  so 
toj  when  I  tell  you  I  have  not  slept  without  my  coat,  Hat  &  Boots  since 
Lord  Cornwallis  crossed  James  River  untill  his  Departure  from  Ports- 
mouth; my  indisposition  prevents  my  saying  more,  but  that  I  am  very 
Sincerely,  your  friend  &  hble  Servant.'' 


J.  Petor,  "Field  Com:  Mil:  Stores"  for  Va  to  Col:  Davies.      August  25th 

The  arms  found  at  Parishes  in  Goochland  Co  were  sent  to  Capt:  Prederic'sb'g 
Toung  at  Richmond,  and  by  him  to  Capt:  Bourn,  for  the  Camp  on  South 
side  James  River.  He  can  supply  the  Marquis  from  those  now  on  their 
way  from  Fauquier  Co  House — via  Raccoon  Ford — Six  hundred  of  those 
rec'd  from  the  Northward  with  20,000  Cartridges  are  reserved  for  the 
Militia  of  Prince  William,  Loudon  &  Fauquier  Counties:  these  with 
what  the  Militia  now  have  amnt  to  1700  muskets  in  the  Ten  Counties 
of  Northern  Neck — Genl :  Weedon  wishes  the  two  4-pounders  at  Buck- 
ingham sent  over  to  these  Militia. 


Major  Rd:  Anderson  to  the  Governor.  August  25th 

The  Marquis  informs  him  Col:  Parker  has  not  more  than  two  hundred  Kuffln's 
men  under  him  from  the  whole  eight  Counties — The  Enemy  having  left  Perry- 

Portsmouth,  Princess  Ann  and  Norfolk  Cos:  may  now  join  him;  and 
that  he  has  not  more  than  twelve  hundred  Militia  under  his  own  com- 
mand, notwithstanding  the  number  ordered  out:  he  has  not  received 
boats  or  wagons,  either  from  Capt:  Young  or  Claiborne.  *  * 

Col:  Mathews  was  a  few  days  ago  surprised  and  lost  twelve  or  fifteen 
men :  the  particulars  not  yet  known. 
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1781.  Capt:  A.  Bohannan  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

August  25th 
Culpepper  He  has  just  time  to  write  by  Mr.  Strother,  that  he  this  day  arrived 
^-  ^-  with  the  last  of  the  stores  from  Fauquier — Has  stored  them  at  this  place 
under  guard — He  is  about  to  go  to  look  after  those  at  Fredericksburg, 
but  learns  Genl :  Weedon  has  issued  them  to  the  Militia — He  should 
have  had  these  arms  removed  long  since,  but  after  having  with  great 
diflSculty  collected  wagons,  he  was  obliged  to  give  them  up  to  carry 
stores  constantly  called  for  by  the  Marquis. 

He  has  issued  the  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  Northern  JSTeck,  as 
ordered — the  remainder  are  with  him ;  also  medicines,  clothing  &c — The 
box  of  files  supposed  to  be  lost,  he  has  found. 


August  25th  Colo  John  Ceopper  Jur  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dear  Colonel, 
Accomack  I  have  before  me  your  affectionate  letter  to  my  uncle 

Corbin,  and  thank  you  for  your  favorable  sentiments  of  me.  It  was 
with  the  greatest  reluctance  I  quit  the  army,  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  my  family  compelled  me  to  it. 

Indeed  you  have  two  letters  for  his  Excellency  Governor  Nelson  and 
one  for  yourself  from  my  uncle :  after  perusing  those  for  his  Excellency 
please  Seal  &  deliver  them  if  convenient.  You'll  see  my  sentiments  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Lyons'  case,  and  notwithstanding  my  uncle's  request  in 
his  letter,  for  your  intercession  in  his  behalf,  was  he  to  lay  aside  his 
excessive  humanity  &  tenderness  of  heart  (of  which  perhaps  he  has  the 
greatest  share  of  any  person  living)  he  would  think  that  a  halter  was 
hardly  too  severe  for  the  parson.  In  haste,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
Capt:  Walker  &  the  inclosed. 

Your  very  respectfull  Hum  Servt." 


August  25th      Col:  Wm.  Clayton  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  as  the  County  has  never 

New  Kent   been  "laid  off  into  Divisions"  owing  to  the  Militia  being  constantly  in 

^°-         the  field  during  the  late  Invasions,  and  the  Officers  being  unable  on  this 

account  to  perform  this  duty,  he  is  not  able  to  make  proper  return  of 

the  clothing  &c  due  the  State. 


August  25th     Major  Eich'd  McCall,  3d  Eeqt:  L.  Dragoons  to  Col:  Davies. 

Powhatan  Giving  the  condition  of  such  part  of  the  1st  and  3d  Eegts :  Dragoons 
as  are  in  Virginia, — also  a  report  from  Lt :  Colo  Washington  in  regard 
to  those  with  the  Southern  Army.  Unless  furnished  with  clothing  they 
cannot  possibly  take  the  field  this   Winter— They  are  deficient  in  men. 
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but  this  should  not  preclude  their  being  supplied  with  clothing,  in  as  1781. 
much  as  the  Marquis,  and  Baron  Steuben  assure  him  they  shall  have  August  25th 
men,  as  soon  as  horses  and  accoutrements  &c  are  procured — He  is 
informed  by  an  Officer  just  from  Frederick  Town  Maryland,  that  the 
"Horse  appointments"  engaged  there  by  Mr.  Nicholson  are  nearly 
ready — Not  more  than  ten  saddles,  twenty  swords  and  as  many  caps  of 
those  carried  off  by  the  Yolunteers,  have  been  recovered — Col :  White 
informs  him,  the  three  hundred  sides  of  leather  referred  to,  and  brought 
in  by  the  people,  have  been  made  into  shoes,  halters  &c  for  his  Regt. 


Aechibald  EiTCHiE  TO  GrOv:  Nelson.  August  25th 

"Honble  Sir, 

A  certain  Mr.  Joell  was  in  this  place  the  21st  June  ultimo,  Tappahan- 
a  pretended  Aid  to  General  Weedon,  when  there  was  a  certain  Oapt:  °°° 

Carrey  &  his  crew  in  this  Goal,  taken  in  a  small  Privateer  from  Ports- 
mouth, nigh  this  place — Carrey  obtained  Leave  of  the  Officer  of  the 
Guard,  to  send  a  messenger  to  TJrbanna  with  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Simon 
Eraser,  by  that  same  messenger,  1  wrote  to  my  old  friend  Mr.  James 
Mills  a  Letter,  a  Copy  of  which,  I  am  informed  has  been  before  you  & 
the  Honble  Council — Mr.  Eraser  not  being  at  home  Mr.  Mills  wrote  me 
of  the  20th,  which  has  been  before  you  also — this  Letter  our  Co.  Lieut- 
enant asked  me  to  show  him,  which  I  freely  did — ^on  the  sight  of  it,  he 
Loaded  both  Mr.  Mills  and  myself  with  Invectives  not  becoming  any 
Gentleman— this  Letter  he  shewed  to  the  foresaid  Mr.  Joell,  who  imme- 
diately proposed  that  all  my  papers  should  be  seized,  to  which  the  Colo, 
of  the  County  Acquiesced  &  they  were  accordingly  seiz'd  and  sealed  up ; 
in  which  condition  they  now  Lay — some  of  which  I  am  much  in  want 
of  &  on  that  Account  have  apply'd  to  the  County  Lieutenant,  that  some 
Gentlemen  might  be  appointed  to  examine  them — his  reply  was  that  he 
never  had  received  any  orders  respecting  them  :  Therefore  I  now  apply 
to  your  Honour  (for  which  I  hope  you  will  Excuse  me  for  breaking  in  ' 

upon  you,  when  you  must  at  this  time  have  affairs  of  much  more  conse- 
quence before  you)  to  order  some  Gentleman  to  Examine  my  Papers,  and  . 
return  them  to  me,  for  as  my  character  is  in  some  degree  affected,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  possessed  of  them  again,  without  their  being  looked  into. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir, 

Tour  most  obt  Servt." 


Colo.  John  Cropper  Jnr:  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  25th 

"Sir, 

My  appointment  to  the  Lieutenancy  of  this  County  (by  order  of    Accomack 
your  Excellency  in  Council,  signified  to  me  by  letter  from  Colonel  Wil-         *^°" 
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1781.       liam  Davies  of  23d  ultimo)  makes  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  fol- 
August  25th  lowing  particulars — 

I  find  that  only  twenty  five,  out  of  seventy  four  divisions  have  fur- 
nished their  men  under  the  late  law,  and  there  is  great  complaint  on  the 
part  of  these,  that  the  delinquent  divisions  are  not  compelled  to  furnish 
their  men  also;  Col:  Corbin,  the  late  Lieutenant  delayed  the  draft, 
and  never  compelled  these  delinquent  divisions  to  furnish  their  men, 
which  in  my  opinion,  has  been  of  great  injury  to  the  County,  and  if  not 
done,  will  be  a  just  cause  of  making  the  zealous  citizens  hereafter  back- 
ward in  the  service  of  his  Country,  and  the  obedience  of  its  laws. 

The  acts  of  assembly  for  raising  cloaths  and  provisions  for  the  use  of 
the  Army  have  not  yet  reached  this  Shore,  and  perhaps  no  part  of  the 
State  is  more  able,  or  more  willing  to  comply  with  them — this  Shore  has 
long  been  kept  in  ignorance,  and  exposed  to  the  designing  reports  of  the 
disaffected,  for  want  of  a  due  promulgation  of  the  Laws. 

Our  militia  are  in  the  most  undisciplined  state;  many  of  our  public 
guns  and  muskets  have  been  sold,  lent  or  stolen  for  the  use  of  private 
commerce ;  and  the  remaining  few  do  not  appear  as  if  they  were  for  the 
purpose  of  war — the  Ammunition  has  shared  the  same,  or  worse  fate, 
for  want  of  which  the  County  is  almost  defenceless;  therefore,  if  it  was 
possible,  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  have  by  this  opportunity,  two  or  three  bar- 
rels of  powder,  a  proportion  of  lead  for  musketry,  and  a  quantity  of 
Cartridge  Paper;  for  other  warlike  articles  I  would  do  the  best  in  my 
power,  by  fitting  up  the  Arms,  and  collecting  the  cannon  shot  from  pri- 
vate families — there  is  scarcely  a  fishing  canoe  that  does  not  carry  two 
or  three  in  her  grapnel ;  and  the  public  property  has  been  generally 
thought  free  &  legal  plunder. 

One  of  the  field  pieces  was  stolen  from  its  carriage  in  the  night  and 
put  on  board  a  vessel  belonging  to  one  William  Garrison,  a  man  of  con- 
siderable property  in  this  County,  and  notwithstand'g  repeated  informa- 
tion was  made  the  Lieutenant,  the  gun  to  be  come  at,  the  identity  easily 
proven,  yet  proceedings  never  were  had  on  the  matter,  altho'  almost 
every  body  were  crying  out  "for  shame" — 

Well  wishers  to  the  State  hoped  there  would  be  some  punishment  of 
abuses  committed  upon  the  public  property,  particularly  in  plundering 
the  gallies,  when  the  three  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  State  of  the  Accomack  and  Diligence  gallies,  laying  on  our 
shore— but  the  only  good  purpose  I  can  find  they  answered,  was  to  lend 
out  the  arms  and  stores:  some  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  some  to 
the  individuals  of  this  and  other  States  for  the  protection  of  private 
trade,  while  a  new  barge,  commissioned  by  the  State  for  Capt:  Outten, 
laying  at  Onancoek,  cannot  possibly  get  out,  for  want  of  these  articles' 
which  Colo  Corbin  was  order'd  by  government  to  supply  him  with. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  pardon  me  for  making  free  with  the 
reputed  first  gentlemen  amongst  us,  and  of  my  first  friends  &  relations,  but 
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Buch  has  been  the  conduct  of  public  affairs  in  Accomack,  therefore  it       1781. 
becomes  me  to  speak  the  truth,  oifend  who  it  will.  August  25th 

I  am  requested  by  the  friends  to  government  in  this  county,  to  testily 
to  your  Excellency,  their  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  attention  to  this 
shore,  in  obtaining  permission  for  the  Eighteen  Months'  Men,  and  other 
soldiers  to  remain  here  for  their  protection ;  and  to  assure  you  further, 
that  the  news  of  your  filling  the  first  post  of  honour  in  their  State,  dif- 
fused a  universal  joy  &  satisfaction  throughout  Accomack  County. 
I  am, 
your  Excellency's 

most  respectfull,  hum :  Servant." 


John  Barclay  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  25tli 

Offering  his  services  as  agent  for  the  State   of  Virginia,  Congress  Philadelphia 
having  appointed  him  to  attend  to  certain  commercial  adventures  in 
France,  for  which  country  he  is  about  to  embark  &c. 


Col:  John  Cropper  Jnr  to  Gov:  Nelson, — by  Capt:  Levin  Watkins.  August  25th 

"Sir, 

Previous  to  my  coming  into  Office,  the  Late  Lieutenant  embodied,  Accomack 
and  stationed  for  the  protection  of  the  county  what  substitutes  were  ^°' ' 
furnished,  and  put  them  under  the  command  of  Capt:  Thomas  Parker 
of  the  Army,  a  young  gentleman  of  good  character — also  a  volunteer 
Troop  of  horse  have  assembled  under  the  command  of  Capt:  Thomas 
Parramore — this  corps  is  chiefly  composed  of  single  young  gentlemen, 
and  they  are  gentlemen  of  the  first  fortunes  and  characters  among  us : 
ever  since  their  appointments  they  have  been  on  constant  duty,  under 
which  they  have  shewn  a  most  cheerful  obedience  to  the  strictest  disci- 
pline, and  do  in  my  opinion,  render  very  essential  service — They  have 
bound  themselves  in  honor  to  serve  for  a  certain  time,  during  which 
they  are  to  do  constant  duty,  they  are  mounted  and  equipt  at  their 
own  expence.  all  they  ask  of  the  publick  is  provisions  &  forage  while  on 
duty,  which  indulgence  I  hope  will  meet  your  Excellency's  approbation. 

I  have  consulted  most  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  this  county  and 
they  join  me  in  opinion,  that  fifty  of  the  regular  Soldiers  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  a  stationed  force  in  this  County,  and  that  the  other  twenty 
four,  when  raised,  may  be  sent  to  the  army,  as  our  wish  is  to  take  as  few 
as  possible  from  its  numbers.  It  is  the  opinion  also  that  we  can  furnish 
the  Army  with  all  the  beef  required  by  Law."  *  *  * 

"A  physician  lives  convenient  to  Capt:  Parker's  Station,  and  has 
attended  his  men — he  says  he  wou'd  continue  to  do  so  at  a  moderate 
allowance."  ****** 

46 
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1781.  As  to  the  case  of  the  Eev:  John  Lyon,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 

August  25th  lowing  observations.  There  was  not  so  much  in  testimony  against  him 
as  was  expected,  but  from  character  he  is  certainly  a  very  bad  man. 
He  has  undoubtedly  long  and  constantly  traded  with  the  Enemy— a 
vessell  of  his  in  that  trade,  was  taken  and  made  prize  of  by  a  Philadel- 
phia barge,  and  I  wou'd  risque  whatever  property  depends  on  me,  that 
it  might  yet  be  proven  that  not  long  since,  he  himself  delivered  a  cargo 
of  oats  &  provisions  to  the  British  Commissary  at  Portsmouth— The 
disaffected  of  his  neighborhood  (the  best  acquainted  with  his  political 
character)  absolutely  will  not  give  testimony  against  him,  and  the 
inoffensive  Whig,  in  the  character  of  a  peasant,  is  actually  afraid  of  the 
parson's  influence  to  destroy  him.  He  has  married  into  a  good  family, 
thro'  which  the  few  persons  of  good  character  have  signed  the  petition 
drawn  in  his  favor— Every  body  is  sorry  for  the  family  but  I  beleive  his 
greatest  advocate  cannot  but  acknowledge  him,  a  man  of  very  bad 
private,  as  well  as  publick  character.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  it  to  your 
Excellency  as  my  sincere  and  unprejudiced  opinion,  that  the  people  will 
not,  with  their  consent,  permit  Mr.  Lyon  to  remain  in  their  Parish,  and 
at  the  same  time,  that  they  wish  no  further  punishment,  than  for  him 
never  to  be  seen  again  in  the  county,  after  a  reasonable  time  to  settle 
his  affairs." 

With  great  respect 

I  am  &c." 


August  26th  Thos:  Anderson,  Com:  op  Provisions,  to  Col:  Davies. 

Buckingham  The  Orders  respecting  the  estrays  have  been  executed,  by  due  notice 
being  given  to  private  persons,  and  public  advertisements  over  the 
county.  Many  horses  have  been  taken  up,  which  he  will  send  to  Capt 
Young  and  due  account  thereof  rendered — Desires  further  instructions 
as  to  supplying  Capt :  Bohannan's  men — As  to  employing  Boatmen,  he 
can  hire  a  number  of  negroes,  accustomed  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Eiver,  cheaper  than  he  can  get  white  men,  or  those  who  propose  to  put 
in  a  negro  and  get  exemption  from  military  duty — Continues  "  If  you 
approve  of  hiring  or  engaging  negroe  watermen,  I  would  recommend  to 
you,  to  have  a  large  Canoe  made  for  each  hand  &  lay  them  off  into 
Brigades  of  10  or  12  each,  &  Imploy  a  good.  Industrious  white  man  to 
overlook  them  &  take  charge  of  their  lading  &c.  These  Canoes  will 
answer  the  Eiver  Service,  as  high  up  as  this,  much  better  than  Bat- 
teaux — for  the  many  Eapid  Falls  between  Point  Fork  &  Irving's  Store 
will  render  it  very  diflScult  for  them  to  pass  heavy  Loaded,  whereas  the 
Canoes  can  go  a  trip  from  said  Store  to  Westham  &  back  again,  everj' 
Ten  days,  &  each  Canoe  and  hand  carry  down  5000  lbs  &  bring  in  return 
up  2000  lbs,  &  may  go  where  the  Batteaux  cannot  for  want  of  water — 
These  Canoes  may  be  made  this  way,  very  speedily,  and  if  it  is  only  to 
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carry  the  Flower  which  is  ordered  to  be  pi-ocured  in  the  upper  Counties,       1781. 
it  will  be  worth  while  to  have  them  done"  &c — He  encloses  a  list  of  August  25th 
proper   "Characters  for   Cattle   Drovers,"    approved    by  the   County 
Lieutenant,  and  asks  that  exemptions  from  mil:  duty   be   issued   for 
them,  and  inform  him  what  their  wages  are  to  be — As  Paper  is  very 
scarce,  he  begs  for  authority  to  draw  some  from  Capt :  Bohannan. 


Jno  Pierce  Asst:  C.  Genl:  informing  him  he  has  sent  his  instructions  August  26th 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Provisions  of  King  &  Queen  Co  to  assist  in  pro-       Camp 
curing  all  he  can  collect  for  the  troops — Mr.  Eobertson  has  informed  him 
that  six  hundred  men  are  to  assemble  at  once,  near  Petersburg.     He 
has  sent  out  directions  to  Commissioners  of  Dinwiddle,  Prince  George 
and  Chesterfield  to  furnish  subsistence  for  them. 


Ed:  Euffin  Jnr:  to  Gov:  Nelson.  August  26th 

Colo  Senf  appears  so  anxious  to  complete  the  "  Portress  at  Hoods,"  Camp  King 
and  deeming  it  advantageous  to  employ  the  quota  of  the  Prince  George  William 
Militia  for  this  purpose,  he  urges  that  those  now  in  the  field  whose  terms 
wiU  soon  expire  be  allowed  to  do  this  work,  in  place  of  the  service  in  the 
field — 'By  this  method  the  Portress  can  be  finished  before  the  "hard  frosts 
set  in," — and  as  he  lives  but  a  few  miles  from  the  place,  he  will  cheer- 
fully do  all  in  his  power  to  "promote  the  Business." 


Col:  John  Hickman  to  Chas:  Eussell  D.  Q.  M — &c.  August  26th 

He  has  received  his  Express,  requiring  the  County  to  furnish  its  quota  King  Wil- 
of  clothing  &c — But  he  has  orders  from  the  Executive  not  to  draft  the        ''*'"  ^°' 
Militia  or  collect  clothing  untill  further  Orders,  in  view  of  the  frequent 
invasions  of  the  Enemy — The  Enemy  are  close  by,  at  this  time,  and  he 
is  obliged  to  furnish  a  double  number  of  men. 


Jos.  Spencer  to  the  Executive.  August  27th 

Praying  for  permission  to  send  Tobacco  by  the  "Flag"  going  to  Orange  Co. 
Charleston,  to  pay  debts  contracted  there  by  Genl :  Scott  on  account  of 
himself  and  the  Continental  Officers  of  the  Va.  Line,  while  prisoners  of 
war.  He  had  been  a  prisoner  at  Edisto,  was  captured  in  the  militia  at 
Gates'  defeat,  but  not  being  in  the  regular  service  Genl :  Scott  could  not 
allow  him  the  releif  sent  for  the  Continental  troops — He  had  to  apply 
to  Gentlemen  of  that  city  therefor,  and  received  aid,  through  their  kind- 
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1781.       ness — This  indebtedness  he  now  desires  to  acknowledge  and'  be  allowed 
August  27th  to  remove — Having  heard  of  various  slanders  and  reports  detrimental  to 
his  conduct  at  the  disastrous  defeat  of  Gates,  he  earnestly  desires  to 
know  what  steps  he  shall  take  to  have  the  matter  fully  investigated. 


August  27th  Col:  Chas:  Dabnet  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Goochland       He  has  collected  one  hundred  and  twenty  four  State  Troops,  and  sev- 
■     ■       enty  one  six  months  men  at  that  place,  but  knows  not  how  many  there 
are  at  the  other  places  of  rendezvous. 

Plopes  to  get  a  large  number  of  six  months  men — has  enlisted  seven 
men  for  the  war — Asks  for  an  Order  for  Over-alls  and  clothing  for  the 
State  Troops,  who  are  almost  naked — He  cannot  drill  the  troops  without 
arms,  and  is  anxious  to  get  enough  for  a  regiment,  so  that  they  may  be 
prepared  soon  to  take  the  field. 


August  27th      Chas :  Thomas  informs  Col :  Davies,  the  leather  for  the  harness  and 
Warwick    Collars  will  be  ready  in  a  few  weeks. 


August  27th  CoL:  Jas:  Barbour  to  Col:  Davies. 

Culpeper  He  has  delivered  the  wagon  purchased  by  the  County  for  the  Army, 
to  Q.  Master  Young  at  Fredericksburg;  has  sent  the  six  months  men  to 
Capt:  Peyton  at  Albemarle  Barracks— He  can  send  to  the  field  three 
hundred  and  fifty  two  men,  and  desires  to  know  whether  the  whole  of 
these,  or  one  fourth  are  now  required. 


August  27th  Capt:  J.  Pryor  informs  Col:  Davies,  the  arms  from  the  Northward 
Proderic'sb'g  via  Fauquier  have  at  last  arrived,— these  with  what  he  finds  in  the  Fac- 
tory amount  to  600  stand,  and  50,000  Musket  Cartridges,  which  will  suf- 
fice for  the  Marquis— He  has  appointed  Mr.  Wm.  Frazer  Conductor 'of 
Mil:  Stores  and  sent  him  to  Fauquier  Co  House  to  report  to  Capt: 
"Bohannan.  This  Officer  will  take  charge  of  the  residue  of  the  arras 
over  to  Wesham  to  equip  the  Troops  on  the  So:  Side  Jas:  River— The 
extra  amount  of  ammunition,  cannon  &c.  from  the  North  he  has  sent  to 
Orange  Ct  House  for  safety,  "this  being  a  Continental  matter"  and  Mr. 
Jones  having  requested  him  to  do  so. 


August  27th      Col:  Turner  Southall  informs  Mr.  Chas:  Eussel  D.  Q.  M.,  that  he  is 
Henrico     not  expected  to  furnish  the  clothing  required  until  it  is  collected;  and 
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this  duty  attaches  to  the  first  Justice  of  the  County  Isaac  Young-       1781. 
husband,  who  will  doubtless,  upon  application  to  him,  give  proper  reasons  August  27th 
why  it  has  not  been  done. 


Chas:  Eussell,  D.  Q.  Master,  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  August  27th 

It  is  out  of  his  power  to  forward  supplies  without  transportation  and  Kichmond 
he  has  only  two  wagons,  which  are  now  engaged  in  hauling  forage  for 
this  post,  which  employs  them  exclusively.  He  has  been  obliged  to 
mount  the  Boats  on  Wagon  Carriages;  has  sent  Flour  to  General  Wayne 
and  two  hundred  thousand  weight  of  Bacon;  will  send  the  remainder  to 
the  Marquis — Has  written  to  all  the  Commissioners  in  the  district  to 
furnish  him  wagons,  but  has  heard  nothing  from  them. 


Capt:  John  Ballard  Jtjr:  to  Col:  Da  vies.  August  27th 

Eeporting  the  number  of  horses  he  has  collected,  from  those  left  by  Lunenburg 
Col:  Tarleton  in  the  County — He  could  have  gotten  more,  but  the  peo- 
pie  having  heard  of  the  action  of  the  Council  had  anticipated  him,  and 
gotten  possession  of  many — Only  seven  so  far  secured — Many  have  been 
carried  off  and  sold — Many  citizens  have  horses  left  by  Tarleton,  in 
exchange  for  those  he  carried  off,  and  they  therefore  are  determined  not 
to  give  them  up — ^Eev:  Mr.  James  Craig  has  several,  which  he  begs  to 
be  allowed  to  retain,  in  as  much  as  he  lost  nine — Asks  for  instructions, 
as  to  what  he  is  to  do  to  "the  scoundrels"  who  steal  them  and  carry 
them  off — also  how  he  is  to  proceed  against  those  who  refuse  to  become 
accountable  for  them  in  their  possession — He  charges  300  Dolls :  for  his 
services. 


J.  Boune  gives  reasons  to  Col :  Davies,  why  he  has  collected  so  few  August  27th 
arms — Farris  delivered  only  thirty  seven  muskets,  because  he  had  to    Goochland 
shoe  Col:  White's  horses — James  has  delivered  thirty  two,  and  had 
already  sent  forty  eight  to  Charlottesville — Gideon's  men  have  all  been 
sick,  consequently  not  able  to  work  on  them.     The  Marquis  will  be  dis- 
appointed at  such  small  receipts. 


M.  Chevallie,  to  Gov:  Henry  of  Va.  August  27th 

Bringing  letters  of  recommendation,  with  the  view  of  pressing  the    New  York 
claim  of  his  father,  against  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  the  agent  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais ;  he  having  acted  as  supercargo  in  a  vessel  whose  cargo 
was  bought  by  the  State,  and  paid  for,  in  part  with  Tobacco — but  leav- 
ing a  balance  still  due  of  "5420  Pounds  hard  money"  &c. 
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1781.  Jolly  Parish  incloses  to  Col:  Davies  a  list  of  horses  collected  by  him, 

August  28th  which  are  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  British — The  people  claim 
Goochland    many  of  them;  and  refuse  to  give  up  those  they  have  in  possession — 
Some  owners  have  proved  their  property  in  many  and  he  felt  obliged  to 
surrender  them. 


Co. 


August  28th      Jno:  Lightfoot  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  he  has  on  hand  a  large  quan- 
Albemarle   tity  of  leather  at  the  Public  Tan  Yard,  but  for  want  of  a  currier  to  dress 
it,  cannot  make  it  available. 


August  28th  Berrtman  Green  to  Col:  Davies. 

Richmond  In  regard  to  furnishing  Col:  Dabney's  Troops — By  the  last  returns, 
there  are  on  hand  about  one  hundred  and  Sixty  Tents,  an  equal  number 
of  Camp  Kettles  &  about  four  or  five  hundred  Knapsacks — Major  Clai- 
borne has  promised  to  forward  the  Kettles  to  the  Southern  Army,  and 
most  of  the  knap-sacks  have  been  assigned  to  Col:  Febiger's  Troops — 
He  is  about  to  communicate  with  Major  Claiborne  upon  other  matters 
and  will  make  further  enquiries  on  this  head — He  has  no  Axes  or  other 
Camp  equippage,  on  hand — Mr.  Hunter's  Works  are  the  only  depend- 
ance  for  those  latter,  and  but  few  to  be  gotten  there. 


August  28th  Archibald  Campbell  M.  D.  to  Col:  Davies. 

Point      Bequests  to  be  allowed  to  keep,  for  a  time,  a  horse  he  took  up  after 

the  British  left  that  place — He  has  suffered  seriously  himself  in  this  mat- 
ter, having  two  of  his  horses  in  the  cavalry  and  one  taken  by  Tarleton, 
and  is  obliged  to  put  his  riding  horse  to  the  Plough— Having  been 
appointed  by  the  Surgeon  Genl:  to  take  charge  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
in  his  neighborhood,  he  considers  himself  in  the  service,  and  feels  war- 
ranted in  making  this  request— The  last  horse  taken  from  him,  was  a 
very  valuable  one:  was  taken  by  Col :  Parker's  men,  without  giving  him 
either  "certificate  or  valuation  "—The  horse  he  desires  to  keep  was 
''brought  from  Ninety-Six." 


August  28th  Major  Ed:  McCall  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies 

"Sir, 
Powhatan  Your  favour  of  the  26th  Inst :  rec'd  &  thank  you  for  communicating 

your  observations  on  the  Dress  of  the  Dragoon  who  carried  my  dis- 
patches, as  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  what  undoubtedly 
appeared  as  a  glaring  instance  of  neglect  &  likewise  of  asscribing  causes 
why  errors  happened,  should  there  be  any. 
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The  Dragoon  had  on,  instead  of  a  coat,  what  among  Cavalry  is  called  1781. 
a  stable-jacket;  it  being  exactly  of  the  very  length  &  shape,  with  proper  August  28th 
Cuff  &  Cape  for  Stable  Dress :  under  that  Column  was  44  good  &  8  bad 
of  the  Third  Eegt.,  15  of  those  returned  good,  would  I  really  beleive  by 
most  other  oflScers  have  been  returned  unfit  for  Service,  being  originally 
made  out  of  a  coarse  Kind  of  Shalloon  or  Serge,  are  now  mostly  thread- 
baf'e  &  will  not  hold  together  much  longer.''  *  *  * 

"With  respect  to  the  man  Mr.  Thornton  sent,  I  do  not  know  whether 
his  was  a  coat  or  Stable  Jacket,  he  being  on  Command  at  the  time  I 
made  out  the  return,  as  well  as  20  others,  all  which  I  returned  fully 
cloathed  except  those  whom  I  knew  destitute  of  some  few  articles" — 
*  *  "it  was  my  most  ardent  wish  as  well 

as  my  duty  to  lay  before  government  a  just  &  true  representation  of  the 
Eegt. — "  It  is  a  maxim  with  me  to  hide  from  Public  view,  as  much  as 
possible  the  wants  or  wretched  appearance  of  the  Eegt:,  for  which  reason, 
whenever  Commands  or  Expresses  are  sent  out  (especially  in  the  latter 
case)  to  take  such  men  as  make  the  most  decent  appearance,  &  although 
I  had  objects  of  distress,  without  any  other  covering  than  a  cap  &  shirt, 
the  latter  torn  in  several  places,  yet  1  should  have  thought  myself  guilty 
of  great  indelicacy  &  indeed  presumptive  ostentation  to  present  at  the 
State  House,  with  public  dispatches  such  a  spectacle. 

The  Waistcoat  which  my  Dragoon  had  on,  was  not  Eegimental  or 
public  property — one  which  he,  by  some  means  had  procured  for  him- 
self— of  such  there  are  several  in  the  party,  as  well  as  some  few  articles 
among  the  waiters,  furnished  them  by  the  Officers  they-attend — which 
not  being  public  property,  were  not  included  in  the  Eeturn. 

I  believe  that  Bridles,  Halters,  Stirrup  Irons  and  Curry  Combs  might 
shortly  be  got  of  Mr.  Hunter  at  Fredericksburg,  &  part  of  almost  all  the 
articles  wanted,  might  be  made  at  Winchester,  provided  the  workmen 
could  have  any  certain  prospect  of  getting  speedy  payment — &  all  the 
other  articles  might  be  made  in  two  or  three  months  at  Phila  &  Lan- 
caster, or  the  other  manufacturing  Towns  in  Pennsylvania  &  Maryland." 

"The  Light  Infantry  acting  with  Colo  Washington  at  present,  are  a 
detachment  from  the  Line.  In  the  Eegulations  for  the  Army  published 
last  year  by  Congress,  each  Eegt:  of  Cavalry  is  to  become  Legionary 
Corps,  consisting  of  4  Troops  horse  of  60  Eank  &  file  each,  &  two  Com- 
panies, Light  Infantry  of  the  same  strength."  *  *  * 

"  I  am  unfeignedly  thankful  for  your  advice  &  shall  always  entertain 
a  grateful  remembrance  of  whatever  you  may  hereafter  please  to  bestow ; 
as  it  is  my  wish  to  do  that  which  is  wright,  the  most  certain  way  of 
approaching  it  is,  by  being  informed  when  I  am  wrong.  With  increased 
regard  &  perfect  respect,  I  am. 

Sir, 

Yr:  most  obt  Servt." 
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1781.  Col:  Chas.  Dabney  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

August  29th 
Goochland  He  has  two  hundred  men  already  collected  ready  for  service,  but  the 
^'  ^'  State  Troops  are  so  badly  provided  with  Clothes  they  are  not  fit  for  the 
field — Thinks  it  best  not  to  draw  their  winter  clothing,  but  wishes  to 
get  shirts,  over-alls  &  shoes  for  them — "Would  be  glad  to  get  money  suffi- 
cient to  enlist  about  one  hundred  men  by  the  Pall — and  will  retain  the 
funds  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  paid  out  as  the  men  are  enlisted,  and  not 
given  to  the  Officers. 


August  29th  Capt:  Levin  Jotnes  to  Col:  "Wm.  Davies. 

Accomack  Eequesting  to  be  furnished  with  an  Order  for  Pive  thousand  pounds 
of  Tobacco ;  that  amount  having  been  voted  each  of  the  Officers  who 
were  then  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy,  by  the  Genl:  Assembly,  and  he 
having  never  received  his — although  application  had  been  made  for  it 
through  Mr.  Henry  Armistead. 


August  29th      Rd:  Yarborough  informs  Col :  Davies  he  has  collected  fifty  two  horses, 
Dinwiddie    and  there  remain  about  twelve  more  secreted — Asks  for  instructions  in 
^°-         this  matter — He  has  delivered  the  horses  to  Capt  Young,  furnished  him 
a  register  of  them  and  taken  receipts — The  Expense  of  this  duty  belongs 
to  the  Quarter  Master's  department ;  and  he  will  submit  to  any  allow- 
ance thought  sufficient  for  his  services. 


August  29th      James  McHenry  informs  Col:  Davies  "the  General  has  no  objection 
Ruffin's  to  granting  a  warrant  for  carrying  on  the  tannery  at  Albemarle"  pro- 

Ferry  vided  the  State  of  the  Treasury  will  allow  it,  and  the  shoes,  in  a  proper 
proportion,  be  subject  to  his  control. 


August  29th  Jerman  Baker  to  "Honble  Mr.  Jamison." 

Chesterfield  Introducing  Mr.  Duncan,  who  goes  to  Richmond  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion for  horses  improperly  taken  from  him— He  is  glad  of  this  opportu- 
nity of  affording  him  the  pleasure  of  "removing  a  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, the  frequency  of  which  has  given  more  real  disgust  to  the  people 
at  large,  than  any  other  Act,  which  necessity  has  compelled  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt,  &  which  has  generally  proceeded  from  the  licentious  & 
insulting  conduct,  two  generally  practiced  by  the  military." 
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Col:  D.  Fisher  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1V81. 

August  29th 
He  has  lately  rec'd  a  number  of  papers,  with  the  covers  broken,  which  Greensville 
had  evidently  been  opened  and  read.  He  mentions  this,  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  prevent  this  "  inordinate  practice  "  much  increasing — 
The  orders  referring  to  the  recovering  the  public  arms,  &c — the  letter  in 
regard  to  the  private  arms ;  the  instructions  to  appoint  assistants  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Provision  Law,  he  will  give  attention  to  at  once — 
But  he  cannot  carry  out  the  demand  for  the  clothing  in  as  much  as  the 
County  of  Brunswick  being  four  times  the  strength  of  Greenesville, 
claims  the  controlling  power  in  this  matter  and  in  raising  the  State's 
quota  for  the  Continental  Line — Col :  Mason  who  will  deliver  this,  will 
be  glad  to  receive  instructions,  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  two  Counties 
acting  as  one. 


Eob't  Ceew  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  August  soth 

He  got  over  to  Pungoteage  on  the  20th,  but  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  Accomack 
lose  all  his  papers  and  letters  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  owing  to  his 
having  been  chased  by  two  barges  and  a  sloop  from  Baltimore.  He  and 
other  passengers  put  their  effects  into  one  canoe,  with  a  man  to  take 
them  ashore,  but  it  was  unfortunately  upset,  and  the  papers  being  "fixed 
for  sinking"  were  unavoidably  lost. 

He  has  however  seen  most  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  letters  were 
addressed,  and  they  assure  him  he  shall  have  every  assistance  in  expe- 
diting the  business  he  is  charged  with,  so  that  the  loss  of  the  papers  will 
not  cause  much  delay. 

Colo.  Cropper,  the  Co.  Lieutenant  sent  a  man  with  letters  of  his  own 
who  will  carry  this — He  has  written  to  Mr.  Eoss  by  way  of  Hobshole — 
The  Affairs  in  this  county  and  Northampton  are  in  a  much  better  situa- 
tion than  they  have  been  for  some  time — Capt  Parker  commands  a  small 
company  of  regulars,  and  there  is  a  Troop  of  Horse  in  each  County — "No 
person  now  dares  to  resist  the  drafts,  or  the  collection  of  taxes — The 
generosity  of  the  people  are  well  disposed,  and  the  late  disturbances 
arose  from  the  feeble  manner  in  which  the  late  officers  have  acted,  and 
"from  their  neglecting  to  suppress  in  time,  a  few  factious  men  who' had 
influence  with  the  lower  set  of  people" — A  vessel  is  just  arrived,  whose 
Captain  says  he  sailed  out  of  "  Cape  Francois  on  the  6th  or  7th  August, 
in  company  with  a  Fleet  of  French  Ships,  of  "  25  Sail  of  the  line,  and 
transports  with  10,000  Troops,"  said  to  be  bound  to  Havanna — &c. 
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1781.  David  Eobs  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  just  purchased  2000  pds: 

,  August  30th  Sugar,  1500  of  Coffee,  &  300  of  Tea— of  which  he  will  reserve  as  much 
Eiohmond    as  shall  be  needed,  for  the  use  of  the  Hospitals,  and  desires  to  know  how 
much  "  he  thinks  proper  to  reserve." 


August  30th  Cad:  Jones,  Aid-de-Camp,  to  Majoe  Claiboene— (Copy.) 

"Sir, 

You  are  to  have  all  the  boats  that  are  at  Eichmond  sent  down  to 
Minge's  Perry,  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  If  the  Gun  Boat  is  not  got 
up,  have  her  raised  and  sent  down  also;  by  express  orders  from  Major 
General  Marquis  Lafayette,  who  desires  that  they  may  be  sent  down 
with  the  greatest  expedition. 

1  am,  your  Humble  Servant." 


August  30th  Capt:  J.  Pryor  TO  CoL:  Davies. 

Hanover         Informing  him  of  his  having  gotten  so  far  on  his  way  to  Camp,  and 
Town       repeating  the  account  before  given  of  the  disposition  of  the  arms  sent 
from  Fauquier  Co.  House,  including  the  Six  hundred  stand  for  the  Mar- 
quis, those  for  the  Camp  to  be  found  on  So :  Side  James  Eiver,  and  those 
left  at  Carter's  Ferry. 


August  30th  Genl:  Eo:  Lawson  to  Colo  Davies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Pr.  Edward  From  your  favor  of  the  20th  Inst:,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 

Genl :  Green  must  be  strongly  reinforced  from  this  State  or  N.  Carolina 
to  enable  him  to  retain  possn  of  a  Country,  which  he  has  regained  with 
so  much  toil  &  perseverance — Tho'  at  the  same  time  you  omit  to  inform 
me  whether  the  Militia  heretofore  ordered  out,  will  actually  march  or 
not? 

I  confess  the  suspence  gives  me  some  anxiety;  as  I  certainly  should 
have  been  in  camp  long  since  had  it  not  been  owing  to  the  Letters 
receiv'd  from  Government,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  wait — I  must 
now  entreat  you  to  be  explicit  on  this  head — I  should  suppose  as  the 
weather  is  now  more  favorable  to  such  a  march,  than  when  the  orders 
first  came  out,  the  objection  on  that  account  would  subside :  "  * 

***** 

Most  of  the  Counties  Order'd  out  have  furnished  men  to  complete  my 
Brigade  below,  which  I  find  is  exceedingly  diminish'd  in  consequence  of 
their  being  order'd  to  Genl:  Greene— I  must  beg  you  once  again  to  favor 
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me  the  with  the  news — especially  as  I  have  been  amus'd  with  a  report       1781. 
which  gains  credit  here,  that  Gl:  "Washington  had  got  posso.  of  King's  August  30th 
Bridge  with  a  considerable  loss. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  Dr.  Sir." 


'Sir, 


Gov'r  Thomas  Burke  to  Gov'r  Nelson  of  Va.  August  30th 

In  my  last,  which  was  dated  the  15th  of  this  month,  I  informed     Halifax, 


you  of  my  Intention  to  visit  the  Sea  Ports  of  this  State  in  order  to  encour- 
age the  Importation  of  Salt.  I  have  been  at  Bdenton,  from  where  I  am 
Just  returned,  and  have  given  the  Mercantile  People  such  assurances  of 
protection  and  punctual  payment  as  has  restored  their  confidence  in  the 
Public,  and  they  have  assured  me,  that  they  will  in  future  direct  their 
commerce  towards  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies.  The  time  which 
I  could  spare,  was  so  short,  that  they /could  not  digest  particular  plans 
and  Engagements,  but  such  as  are  to  be  transmitted  to  me  without 
delay. 

Free  and  liberal  principles  are  alone  such  as  will  revive  our  commerce 
and  give  ussupplies  in  abundance.  The  property  of  the  Commercial  adven- 
turer must  not  be  wrested  from  him  by  power,  nor  must  the  payments 
be  refused  or  delayed — the  former  renders  profits  and  property  so  preca- 
rious as  to  destroy  the  spirit  of  adventure,  the  latter  renders  the  mer- 
chant unable  to  prosecute  his  adventures  by  witholding  the  means — 
Convinced  of  this,  I  have  assured  the  Merchants  that  no  Impressments 
shall  be  suffered,  and  that  they  shall  be  paid  in  produce  for  whatever 
they  shall  furnish  to  the  publick — Your  merchants  may  be  assured  of  the 
same  Protection  as  ours,  and  if  ours  can  supply  your  wants,  I  shall  most 
cheerfully  assist  by  every  means  in  my  power — I  shall  immediately  give 
orders  for  purchasing  all  the  Salt  which  can  be  found  in  Such  Ports  of 
this  State  as  can  be  secured  from  the  Enemy;  but  while  they  are  among 
us,  and  are  able  to  supply  and  put  in  motion  so  many  disaffected,  no  one 
place  is  secure,  and  no  works  can  be  carried  on — They  have  lately  visited 
Newbern,  from  whence  large  supplies  of  Salt  were  usually  drawn,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  they  intend  destroying  our  Salt  works  on 
the  Sea  Coast. 

I  expect  General  Wayne  here  every  day,  and  if  I  can  prevail  on  him 
to  assist  us  for  a  little  time,  I  make  no  doubt  of  destroying  our  Internal 
Enemies  root  and  branch :  this  will  be  an  essential  service,  because  it  will 
leave  this  State  then  at  full  liberty  to  employ  all  her  exertions  in  the 
common  cause,  which  must  otherwise  be  diverted  against  those  mis. 
creants — In  truth  Sir,  our  Sea  Ports  which  are  at  present  so  important, 
will  be  rendered  almost  useless,  unless  we  can  be  freed  from  this  pest — 
and  so  entirely  unprepared  are  we,  that  we  cannot  suppress  them  with- 
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1781.       out  mucti  lapse  of  time,  if  left  to  our  own  efforts  altogether.     I  have 
August  30th  had  no  letter  from  you  since  I  left  Nutbush,  and  as  I  have  left  a  Gentle- 
man there  to  transmit  any  that  might  arrive,  I  suppose  none  have 
arrived. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  one  of  our  Delegates,  who  is 
on  his  way  to  Congress — he  will  inform  you  of  the  progress  of  the 
Enemy,  and  every  thing  which  is  current  in  this  State,  and  I  have  at 
present  no  particular  Intelligence. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  highest  Esteem  and 

regard,  Your  very  Obedt  Servt." 


August  31st  EicH :  Banks  to  the  Governor. 

Hobbs'  Hole  Interceding  for  "Thos:  Probert  a  prisoner  at  Hanover  Ct  House,  sent 
there  by  Col:  Wm.  Roane  with  Capt  Carey  and  others  from  this  place, 
for  merely  carrying  a  letter  from  Mr.  'Eitchie  to  Mr.  Mills,  and  on  his 
return  from  Urbana,  bringing  a  reply  to  the  same. 


August  31st  Thos:  Clements,  Comm:  P.  Law, — to  Col:  Davies. 

Southampt'n  He  has  complied  with  the  Orders  in  regard  to  collecting  estray  horses 
and  cattle  belonging  to  the  Enemy,  and  after  a  diligent  search  has  not 
found  any  in  his  district — Will  continue  the  search — Asks  for  a  few 
more  assistants,  because  of  the  extent  of  his  District. 


August  31st  Berryman  Green  to  Col:  Davies. 

Eichmond  Promising  him  every  assistance  from  his  Department  in  complying 
with  the  Marquis'  requisitions.  By  the  next  day  at  noon,  Expresses 
will  be  ready  to  communicate  with  all  the  Posts  in  the  Department,  and 
he  is  preparing  a  Circular  to  his  Assistants  urging  every  effort  on  their 
part  towards  fowarding  supplies  to  the  Army— &c.  The  want  of  funds 
obliges  him  to  ask  for  an  Order  on  Colo  Southall  for  a  party  of  Militia,, 
say  twenty  four  men,  to  report  to  Capt:  Eussell  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing six  boats  to  Mmge's  Perry  by  Order  of  the  Marquis—These  boats 
may  take  with  them  a  considerable  supply  of  provisions.  Unless  this 
be  done  the  business  cannot  be  executed.  These  men  may  be  kept 
employed,  and  thereby  be  allowed  credit  for  a  term  of  duty. 
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Col-  Thos:  GasEins  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

He  has  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  linnen  and  shoes — Mr. 
Stokely  will  give  his  rec't  for  "106  pr:  shoes"  all  he  got*  The  linnen 
was  left  at  Mr.  Einald  (Eyland)  Eandolphs — subject  to  orders — The 
wagon  sent,  was  taken  by  Doctor  Monro  to  remove  the  sick,  left  at  Mal- 
vern Hills,  to  the  Hospital  at  Hanover  Town.  Begs  the  linnen  may  be 
made  up  at  once  "into  shirts  &  over-alls"  as  the  men  are  greatly  in  want 
of  clothing,  the  greatest  part  of  the  Eegiment  so  ragged,  that  "many  of 
the  soldiers  are  almost  reduced  to  a  state  of  nature" — He  should  have 
represented  this  state  of  things  long  ago,  but  has  been  depending  upon 
Col:  Pebiger's  promises  to  give  him  releif. 


1781. 

August  31st 
Camp 


Major  D.  Stevenson  6th  Va.  Eegt:  to  Col:  Davies. 


Sept.  1st 


"Sir, 

I  have  been  informed  that  Government  has  agreed  to  pay  off  the    Eichmond 
debts  contracted  by  the  Officers  while  in  captivity  in  South  Carolina, 
particularly  that  for  which  Genl :  Scott  was  security. 

As  I  am  sure  Government  designs  no  partiality  to  her  offlcerSj  I  have 
collected  the  amount  of  the  accounts  of  a  number  of  them,  which  I  take 
the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you,  in  order  to  let  you  see,  that  unless  some 
adequate  allowance  is  made,  injustice  will  be  done  to  those  who  have  con- 
tracted but  small  debts,  as  well  as  to  those  who  have  contracted  none 
(of  which  last  number  I  am  one) — I  must  also  inform  you  that  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  Bills  sent  by  the  State  for  the  immediate  releif  of  the 
prisoners,  was  applied  to  the  credit  of  the  account  for  which  Genl:  Scott 
was  security,  altho'  several  of  them  had  received  no  part  of  it — I  have 
now  to  request  you  to  represent  the  matter  to  Government,  and  have 
their  opinion  on  it,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  will  by  no  means  suit  me  to 
continue  long  in  Town." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c." 


Berry:  Green,  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  the  Military  Stores  referred     Sept.  1st 
to  a  few  days  before  had  not  been  appropriated  as  he  supposed.     "  The    Richmond 
tents:  Knapsacks,  camp  Kettles  and  1200  Havre  Sacks"  could  be  at  once 
furnished  to  the  Marquis'  Troops. 


Jno.  Allen  sends  by  Peter  Turner  in  a  canoe  11796  cartridges,  eight     Sept.  1st 
barrels  &  three  boxes;  12  cartridges  in  a  package — I  will  send   15000  irvin's  Store 
more  by  the  first  opportunity — The  repaired  arms  to  be  sent  as  soon  as 
the  boxes  to  contain  them  are  ready. 
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1781.  David  Eoss  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Sept.  1st     "Sir, 

Kichmond  Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Brown, 

respecting  sale  of  provisions,  and  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  Estimate,  which 
is  but  a  rough  calculation — You'll  observe  the  supplies  proposed  to  be 
drawn  from  the  several  Countys,  of  Flour  alone,  exceeds  the  supposed 
consumption  of  the  Fleet  &  Army — I  am  pretty  well  convinced,  such 
quantities  cannot  be  procured  at  once,  the  demand  is  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected. I  would  therefore  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  make  use 
of  Indian  Meal,  at  least  as  much  as  I  have  calculated  upon — this  will  be 
readily  procured  very  agreeable  to  our  militia  and  niany  of  the  Conti- 
nental Troops. 

I  am  satisfied  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Coimtry  Mills  to  find  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  barrels  in  time — I  think  it  would  be  well  to  permit 
them  to  use  hhds :  where  they  cannot  procure  blls :  especially  for  meal. 

I  would  also  advise  all  the  Flour  &  Meal  to  be  Inspected  at  the  land- 
ings by  men  of  Integrity,  which  will  be  the  best  security  to  prevent  bad 
flour,  false  packing  &  short  weight. 

The  present  demand  is  so  great,  that  it  will  recquirer  the  utmost  exer- 
tions to  comply  with  it  in  due  time,  and  I  think  very  much  depends  on 
the  peoples  having  confidence  in  Governt.  making  them  adequate  pay- 
ment. Many  of  them  have  suffered  exceedingly  already,  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  advising  you  to  give  them  the  most  ample  satisfaction  on  this 
head,  if  the  people  exert  themselves  you  may  expect  great  matters — 
but  if  the  mills  are  to  be  impressed  and  grain  impressed,  I  fear  it  will  be 
attend€!,d  with  great  expence,  great  delays  and  create  a  kind  of  sham 
employment  for  a  number  of  idle  men  that  might  be  better  employed. 
I  suppose  the  French  will  pay  for  all  the  Flour  &  Provisions  they  have. 
We  shall  want  Bills  of  Exchange  very  much  to  remit  to  Mr.  Penet  for 
the  public  debts  due  there — if  your  Excellency  can  with  propriety  order 
matters  so  with  the  French  Consul  that  the  supplies  go  through  the  pub- 
lick,  we  may  secure  the  Bills,  which  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  us  at 
this  time — 1  will  wait  upon  the  French  Consul  if  necessary. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  very  humble  Servant 
&c  &c." 


Sept.  1st     Thos:  Anderson  to  Col:  Davies,  by  the  Canoe  carrying  down  ammu- 


nition. 


Buckingham  Informing  him  that  buildings  cannot  be  gotten  in  that  neighborhood 
at  once  for  the  reception  of  Public  Stores.  The  houses  formerly  used 
for  storing  tobacco  are  all  pulled  to  pieces.     He  has,  almost  completed. 
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several  large  houses,  which  he  will  cheerfully  let  the  Government  use,  1781. 
provided  his  Brick-layer  be  not  ordered  off  in  the  militia  and  he  can  get  Sept.  1st 
a  few  nails,  which  he  can  pay  for  in  Iron  or  Meal,  and  which  cannot  be 
gotten  at  all  in  that  County — These  houses  are  situated  on  a  Hill 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  a  good  landing  on  the  Eiver,  half  a 
mile  from  the  Main  Eoad  and  two  miles  from  Irving's  Store,  "where 
the  Perry  across  James  Eiver  &  Eock  Fish  Eiver  is" — 

He  should  expect  strict  regulations  to  be  enforced  at  this  Post,  so  that 
his  surrounding  property  should  not  be  depredated  upon — Invites  Col : 
Davies  up  to  see  the  premises  for  himself. 


Col  :  Turner  Sotjthall  to  Col  :  Davies,  in  reply.  Sept.  1st 

He  had  n'ever  objected  to  the  militias  being  employed  in  the  Q.  Mas- 
ter's department,  provided  the  County  from  which  they  go  has  credit 
for  them — Is  satisfied  his  County  has  furnished  its  full  quota,  but  will 
order  out  the  one  fourth  men  required,  and  he  may  be  relied  upon  to 
keep  the  number  up  to  requirements. 


Majb  :  E.  Claiborne  to  Col  :  Davies.  Sept.  1st 

He  will  furnish  the  Eeturn  of  the  articles  furnished  the  Infantry  and    Richmond 

Cavalry  raised  in  the  State,  as  soon  as  possible.     The  Quarter  Master  of 

the  Army,  with  whom  he  keeps  his  accounts,  disposes  of  all  articles 

delivered  to  him,  consequently  he  will  be   delayed  in   rendering  the 

account  desired,  until  that  officer  can  furnish  him  the  data  necessary. 
***** 

He  will  continue  to  exert  every  possible  endeavour  towards  securing 
the  success  of  any  measure  of  Government.  But  Agents  who  have  "no 
means  and  consequently  little  or  no  credit"  cannot  be  expected  to  do, 
what  they  would  otherwise  cheerfully  attempt.  He  makes  this  remark 
in  justice  to  himself  and  officers  and  to  the  Country. 


Capt:  John  Pryoe  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  1st 

"Dear  Sir, 

Tour  small  letter  in  answer  to  mine  from  Jolly  Parish'  I  just  Head  Quar- 
received.     The  letter  1  wrote  you  by  Capt  Lawson,  I  presume  must  ^""'^  Holt's 
have  given  you  some  light  into  Genl:  Weedon's  regulations,    the  1000 
men  with  arms  the  Marquis  means  to  call  from  the  Northn  Neck  will 
leave  no  more  than  the  quota  you  proposed  for  that  district. 

What  arms  or  other  military  stores  were  sent  on  by  Capt :  Bohannan 
and  detained  by  Genl :  Weedon  I  know  not.     I  was  apprehensive  that 
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1781.       Issues  had  been  made  from  Fredericksburg  by  order  of  Genl:  Weedon, 

Sept.  1st     as  for  instance  some  arms  sent  to  Leed's  Town  which  I  suppose  are 

those  mentioned  to  be  received  by  Col :  Lee  at  Westmoreland."      *      * 

"  I  could  wish  most  sincerely  that  a  certain  mode  was  adopted  and 
made  generally  known  to  prevent  those  interferences  you  mention.  As 
the  arrival  of  Military  Stores  from  the  Northward  for  this  State  have 
been  so  irregular  from  their  not  being  brought  farther  on  than  the  Virga 
line  &  then  left  liable  to  many  accidents  and  interfering  orders :  suppose 
that  a  line  of  communication  was  settled  on,  and  a  Com'r  Mil:  Stores 
stationed  at  a  certain  post  to  receive  &  forward  them  on  agreeable  to 
particular  orders  he  might  have,  &  to  no  others  ? 

The  Marquis  requesting  that  Eichmond  should  become  a  Magazine  I 
must  appoint  a  person  to  attend  there — those  muskets  &  cannon  cart- 
ridges wch  I  directed  to  Orange  0.  Ho,  I  must  beg  that  Capt  Young 
would  send  for  them,  and  at  the  same  time  facilitate  the  arrival  of  the 
arms  under  care  of  Mr.  Frazer,  wch  are  much  wanted — ^Powder  arid 
Lead  being  much  wanted  for  the  Eifle  Men,  I  have  sent  Mr.  Maupin  to 
Charlottesville  to  hurry  it  down — I  understand  that  some  lead  is  at 
Eichmond,  amongst  it  some  damagd  cartridges,  from  which  the  balls 
may  be  separated  and  sent  down  with  the  lead.  Capt  Young  I  hope  will 
have  this  done,  and  sent  down  with  the  greatest  expedition — I  congratu- 
late you  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet." 

I  am  Dr  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect  &c. 

P.  S.  Last  three  letters  just  rec'd — He  has  written  to  Capt :  Bohan- 
nan,  at  Fauquier  Co  House  to  get  some  one  to  take  charge  of  the  600 
arms  there;  to  send  Frazer  to  Westham  with  the  balance — The  spare 
arms  at  Orange  Co  H.  to  be  sent  to  Eichmond.  A  vessel  might  be  got- 
ten in  which  Frazer  could  bring  them  down  to  supply  the  Militia  camps 
at  Black-water  &  elsewhere— The  300  stand  of  arms  for  Col:  Dabney  to 
be  detained  until  a  special  conductor  be  sent  to  take  charge  of  them. 


Sept.  1st  Capt:  J.  Prtor  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Head  Quar-  I  arrived  in  camp  last  Evening,  and  on  a  conference  with  the 

Forge  °  ^  Marquis,  he  wishes  to  have  all  the  arms  that  can  be  collected,  as  well  as 
those  which  I  mention'd  to  you  that  I  had  directed  to  West  Ham  from 
Fauquier  Co  Ho  to  be  immediately  brought  down  to  Shirley,  and  If  by 
water  the  better  as  they  might  proceed  lower  as  they  might  be  wanting. 
I  have  not  seen  Capt  Bowne  or  heard  from  Mr.  Eeynolds  (C.  M.  Stores) 
nor  can  I  answer  the  Marquis  wth  respect  to  the  collection  of  those 
arms  sent  for  to  the  several  counties— Inclosed  I  send  you  a  return  of 
the  arms  in  the  Northn  Neck  counties. 
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The  Marquis  talks  of  calling  on  1000  of  those  Militia  to  Join  him.  1781. 
6000  is  the  numher  of  Militia  he  wishes  to  have  in  the  Field — he  counts  Sept.  1st 
upon  not  more  now  in  camp  than  1000 — he  expects  1000  Eiflemen — 
Capt :  Bohannan  must  be  push'd  as  to  the  repairs  of  arms,  or  I  don't 
know  what  I  shall  do — The  Marquis  wishes  all  the  musket  cartridges  as 
fast  as  made,  and  in  short  all  military  stores  of  every  kind  to  be  col- 
lected at  Eichmond  as  soon  as  possible,  &  from  thence  to  be  brought 
down  the  Eiver."  *  *  *  * 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Tours  very  Eespectfully 

&C&C. 


Col:  John  Stme  to  John  Browne  Bsqr  0.  Gr.  op  Supplies  &c.  Sept.  1st 

"Dear  Sir, 

From  what  Mr.  Hawes  related  to  me,  that  passed  between  Eockey  Mills 
Tou  &  Him  on  the  Subject  of  Flour,  Have  pushed  Treading  out  my 
Wheat  above,  where  Water  is  plenty.  But  you  must  immediately  write 
me  Tour  Terms  (for  that  is  best,  indeed  quite  necessary)  &  if  generous 
will  close  with  them.  I  assure  you  on  my  honor  that  more  than  two 
merchts  at  Eichmond,  have  importuned  me  to  take  money  in  hand  last 
Week,  at  an  Estimated  price  &  make  it  up  hereafter  the  Highest  price. 
I  expect  Tou'll  send  me  some  cash,  for  Can  get  not  one  shilling  from  the 
Treasurer  &  am  quite  out.  Harry  went  after  you  last  week  for  some, 
hut  could  not  find  you.  Tou  must  contrive  it  to  me  for  I  am  really  in 
want  at  present  I  Directed  him  to  get  the  Pasturage  Acct.  Settled, 
wch  now  may  be  done,  seeing  there  are  very  few  cattle  Eemaining,  I 
am  told  by  Mr.  Graves.     I  hope  you  can  make  it  convenient  to  take 

them — ^pray  Don't  forget  my  memo  as  to Boswell  &c.      *     *      * 

Tour  mo :  Obed :  Sei-vt. 

&c  &c. 


Col:  Chas:  Dabney  to  Col:  Da  vies.  Sept.  1st 

"Dear  Col, 

Lieut:  Harper  waits  on  you  for  the  Arms  and  Cloathing  for    Goochland 
my  Eegiment.     I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Order  you   have       ^'  ^• 
obtained  of  the  Marquis  for  the  necessary  Articles  of  Camp  Equipage 
for  the  Eegt:  please  to  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Harper. 

I  can  assure  you  the  Marquis  cannot  be  more  anxious  for  my  tak'g  the 
field  than  I  am.  I  have  orderd  the  OflScers  at  the  different  posts  to  send 
in  the  Men  immediately  to  this  place,  and  hope  to  have  them  collected 
in  a  few  days."*  ***** 

I  am  Sir, 

yr:  obed  Servant 

&e&c. 
48 


378 


CALENDAE  OF  STATE  PAPERS. 


1781.  Capt:  Ohas:  Ettssell  A.  D.  Q.  M.  to  Major  Claiborne. 

Sept  2nd  ^hfn  ordprpd  to  repair  to  that  place  w^s  at  New  Glasgow  in  Amhejrst 
'  '  in  charge  pf  a  quantity  of  Q.  Masters  &  CommiBsary  Stores,  He  arrive^ 
W  the  23(1  and  found  no  supplies  and  no  means  o^  transporting  ^ny  tp 
thatpprt.  The -Bragons  he  had  used  in  fojwarding  the  boat?  for  ttip 
Marquis,  instead  of  collecting  provisions  with  them.  The  Commis- 
sioners in  that  District  cannot  furnish  him  with  supplies,  as  they  have 
had  no  instructions  frojn  Mr,  Browri  the  State  Commissioner,  under 
whom  they  are  acting.  He  is  applied  to  as  an  Executive  Officer  con- 
tinually, for  supplies,  but  cannot  answer  any  of  these  demands.  No 
public  manufactures  carried  on  there,  no  money  to  purchase  materials, 
or  to  hire  any  one  to  do  an  hour's  work:  to  think  of  making  purchases 
or  engaging  persons  to  work  on  the  faith  of  the  State  is  vai^ — as  the 
people  say  they  can  no  longej  subgist  unless  paid  for  their  services,  or 
assured  pf  receiving  their  money  when  due— The  public  may  give  over 
all  hopes  in  the  future  of  engaging  men,  unlesg  for  money,  none  of  which 
,he  has. 

Sept   2nd  MaJOE  E.   ClAIBORNE  TO   GoV:   NeLSON. 

"Sir, 
Kichmond  I  dp  myself  the  honor  tp  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  I  arrived 

in  town  the  evening  before  last,  tho'  anp.  far  from  being  recovered  to  my 
former  strength.  I  however  commence  in  business,  and  hope  not  to  meet 
with  so  severe  an  interruption  again.  *  *  * 

I  beg  leave  tp  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Quarter  Master  at 
this  post  has  the  orders  of  Mgjor  General  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  tp 
forward  all  the  Boats  at  this  place  withput  delay  to  Minge's  Eerry  * — 
This  he  cannot  possibly  do  withput  men  and^as  he  has  not  the  means  to 
induce  them  to  give  their  assistance,  I  beg  an  Order  from  Your  Excel- 
lency, that  may  be  effectual  in  this  case,  as  the  County  Lieutenant,  to 
whom  an  application  was  made,  declined  to  do  anything  in  it. 

A  non-commissioned  Officer  &  twenty  men  will  be  sufficient,  and  not 
less,  as  there  is  a  Gun-Boat  to  be  got  up,  that  is  Sunk  in  the  Eiver,  and 
Sent  down  at  the  same  time :  in  all  eight  boats  and  will  be  loaded  with 
provisions.  The  Order  is  from  the  Marquis  and  dated  four  days  since, 
&  seemingly  little  done  in  obedience  to  it,  nor  can  there  be  in  proper 
time,  unless  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  aid  required, 
as  it  would  be  attended  with  too  much  dejay  to  procure  men  from  the 
Army. 

I  hope  that  my  requesting  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  to  public 
business  on  the  Sabbath  may  not  be  disagreeable  to  yorf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

&c  &c. 

*  Now  "Weyanoke  Landing.  " 


CALBHDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES. 


379 


GoVL  Nelson  to  Capt:  Pierce,  Smithfield.  1781. 

Sept.  Snd 
Tae  armament  lately  arrived  will  require  large  supplies  of  vinegar  &    Eiohmond 
vegetables,  both  which  articles  abounding  in  Isle  of  Wyght  Co:  he  takes 
occasion  to  request  his  aid  in  procuring  them — money  will  be  advanced 
to  him  if  needed — The  articles  should  be  delivered  at  Hog  Island,  where 
they  can  be  distributed  to  the  fleet  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  John  Brown  Bsqr.  Commissary  Genl. 
"Sir, 

Thfe  Very  large  supplies  of  Provisions  necessary  for  the  armament 
lately  arHv'd  and  for  the  Troops  expected  from  the  Northward  require 
the  most  vigorous  and  unremitting  exertions. 

Tour  attention  must  be  immediately  turned  towards  Alexandria,  from 
thence  thro'  that  neck  of  Land  to  Fredericksburg  to  Glostei"  &  to  the 
Marijuis'  Camp — For  the  French  Troops  the  supplies  may  mbrfe  easily 
be  drawn  from  James  Eiver  and  its  T^^aters.  This  will  be  an  extensive 
business  and  wiU  demand  many  able  and  active  nlen  to  exebute  it — Dis- 
appointment Will  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences — I  hEtv'e 
written  to  the  County  Lieutenants  to  urge  the  Commissioners  to  alac- 
rity in  their  departraent,  and  also  to  procure  all  the  wagons  they  possi- 
bly can.  Liet  me  recommend  to  you  again  the  closest  application  towards 
furbishing  an  immediate  supjply." 

I  am  &e." 


Sept.  2nd 


Bicbmond 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Gov:  Lee  op  Maryland. 


Sept.  2nd 


"Sir, 

On  the  31st  of  August  the  French  Fleet,  commanded  by  the  Count  Eichmond 
de  Grasse,  consisting  of  28  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  six  Frigates,  with 
3000  Land  Forces,  arrived  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  They  have  made  such 
Dispositions  as  will  prevent  the  British  Army  now  at  York,  from  cross- 
ing James  Eiver  below  the  Falls,  should  they  attempt  to  escape  to  the 
Southward:  &  I  trust  we  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  French  Troops, 
be  able  to  oppose  to  them  such  a  Force  as  will  keep  them  from  penetra- 
ting westerly,  in  order  to  cross  the  country  higher  up.  In  all  human 
probability  Lord  Cornwallis  has  nearly  finished  bis  Career  &  will  shortly 
receive  his  Eeward. 

We  are  making  the  greatest  Exertions  to  procure  abundant  &  per- 
manent supplies  of  Provisions  for  the  Fleet  of  our  Allies  &  our  combined 
Forces;  &  although  our  Prospects  are  good,  yet  so  anxious  am  I  tbat 
there  should  be  no  Deficiency  on  this  Score,  I  wish  us  to  have  some  other 
Dependence  than  the  supplies  of  this  State.  Flour  is  an  article  which 
we  may  probably  most  want,  particularly  for  the  present  &  it  is  one 
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1781.       with  which  your  State  I  imagine  can  easily  &  plentifully  furnish  us.     I 
Sept.  2nd    would  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  recommending  it  to  your  consider- 
ation, whether  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  have  considerable  quantities  of 
it  immediately  sent  down  the  Bay? 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  Esteem  &  Eespect 

Your  mo:  obedt  &  very  humb  Servant" 

&c  &c. 


Sept.  2nd     Gov:  Nelson  to  the  Count  de  Grasse — Comdg:  French  Fleet  &c  &c.- 

"Sir, 
Kichmond  ^  The  arrival  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  Fleet,  under  your  com- 
mand, in  Chesapeake  Bay,  was  yesterday  announced  to  me  while  in  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  Camp — I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating you  on  your  Safe  arrival  &  of  acknowledging  this  Signal 
Proof  of  the  attention  of  our  very  great  &  generous  ally,  &  the  alacrity 
with  which  you  Sir,  and  the  other  Officers  of  his  Fleet  &  Army  execu- 
ted his  Intentions  in  our  Favour.  An  armament  so  powerful  &  compe- 
tent to  every  Purpose  will  not  only  give  a  fortunate  Turn  to  our  Mili- 
tary operations,  but  will  convince  the  incredulous  &  disaffected,  who  may 
still  lurk  amongst  us,  that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  is  both  sincerely 
determined  &  fully  able  to  support  the  American  United  States,  in  vin- 
dicating their  Eights  &  maintaining  their  Independence.  It  will  be  my 
greatest  happiness  to  contribute  every  thing  in  my  Power  towards  the 
speedy  &  successful  accomplishment  of  the  object  we  have  in  view;  and 
to  render  the  Service  in  this  State  agreeable  to  the  Officers.  &  Men  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty's  Fleet  &  Army." 


Sept.  2nd  Gov :  Nelson  to  Mr.  Pierce. 

"Sir, 

Kichmond  I  am  this  moment  informed  by  the  Honle  Major  General  Marquis 

ija  iiayette  that  the  French  Troops  are  landing  at  James  Town.  I 
desire  you  will  immediately  repair  thither  and  adopt  every  measure  in 
your  power  to  supply  them  with  whatever  they  may  want,  that  comes 
within  your  department.'' 

Sept.  2nd  Gov:   NeLSON  TO   "PRESIDENT   OP   CONGRESS." 

"Sir, 
Kichmond  It  is  with  great  Pleasure  I  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Count 

De  Grasse  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  with  a  very  powerful  armament.  We 
are  making  every  Exertion  to  improve  this  favourable  opportunity  of 
striking  a  Blow,  which  will  not  only  for  the  present  relieve  this  State 
from  the  Eavages  of  war,  but  will  have  the  strongest  Tendency  to  bring 
our  just  Contest  to  a  speedy  &  happy  conclusion." 

I  am  &c. 
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Gov:  Nelson  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  1781. 

"My  Lord, 

Prom  the  assurance  given  me  in  a  Letter  I  received  from  Sept.  3d 
you  of  Augt  5th,  that  all  such  Persons  as  I  described  Messrs.  Archer  & 
Eyall  to  be,  were  ordered  to  be  released,  I  rested  satisfied  that  those 
G-entlemen  had  obtained  their  Liberty:  But  I  am  just  informed  that 
they  are  still  in  Confinement  on  Board  of  one  of  your  Lordship's  Prison 
Ships :  which  from  your  Letter,  I  must  suppose  to  be  a  circumstance, 
with  which  you  are  not  acquainted.  I  am  therefore  again  to  desire 
your  attention  to  those  Gentlemen,  &  assure  myself  that  you  will  order 
them  to  be  released. 

I  am 

Tour  Lordship's  mo :  obed  &  mo :  hum :  Servt. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Gov:  Burke  of  N.  Carolina.  Sept.  3d 

"Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  last  month  was  received  here  at  a  Time  Richmond 
when  I  was  on  a  visit  to  Camp,  which  detained  me  till  the  Day  before 
Yesterday.  At  present  I  shall  beg  leave  to  wave  any  answer  to  its  con- 
tents, but  hasten  to  inform  you  of  an  Event,  which  will  give  you  more 
Pleasure  than  a  thousand  Observations  on  the  Matters  which  lately 
engaged  our  attention.  The  Count  De  Grasse  arrived  in  our  Bay  three 
days  ago,  with  a  Pleet  of  28  Ships  of  the  Line  &  six  Prigates,  together 
with  three  thousand  land  Porces.  By  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  la  Pay- 
ette received  last  night,  I  am  informed  that  the  Prench  Troops  had 
begun  to  land  at  James  Town.  This  friendly  armament  is  so  formid- 
able, that  I  flatter  myself  no  hostile  one  can  arrive  which  will  venture 
to  attack  them  or  be  able  to  snatch  from  us  our  Prey — Your  own  Peel- 
ings on  this  occasion  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  ours — As  we  ought  to 
provide  against  everything  which  can  possibly  happen  to  disappoint  our 
high  wrought  expectations,  will  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful Eye  on  the  movements  of  the  Southern  Poe,  as  I  believe  you  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  this  Quarter  ?  The  Enemy  will  not  lose 
such  an  Army  as  Cornwallis's  without  the  greatest  Exertions  on  all 
sides.  But  what  raises  our  Hopes  &  Joys  to  the  most  exalted  Pitch  & 
which  I  have  reserved  to  the  last  to  crown  the  political  Peast,  which 
this  Letter  will  afford  you,  is  a  Movement  of  our  great  General,  who  on 
the  27th  of  the  last  Month  was  at  Chatham  with  all  the  Prench  Troops 
of  the  Northern  Army  &  a  Body  of  Continentals,  on  his  march  for  Vir- 
ginia." 

I  am  &c. 
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Major  Ed.  Claiborne  applies  to  Gov:  ]!^^elson  for  "money  for  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  in  this  State" — His  Bxeellency  had  given  prom- 
ises that  his  draft  should  be  honored.  He  cannot  do  with  less  than  six 
jniilionS  of  pounds,  in  consideration  of  the  "rapid  depreciation"  and 
danger  df  loss  of  credit.  Eequests  that  Mr.  Francis  Tate  may  be  fur- 
nished with  prbper  orders  fdr  warrants  to  this  amount — ^He  should  do 
himself  the  honor  to  wait  upon  the  GrOv :  &  Council  in  person  but  for  his 
continued  feebleness  from  his  "  late  spell  of  sickness." 


Sept.  3d     Majr.  Claiboene  to  Col.  Davies — In  reply  to  his  delivered   by  Mr. 

Patton. 

Richmond  In  accordance  with  his  instructions,  orders  will  at  once  be  issued 
respecting  the  deposites  of  Forage  to  be  made  on  the  road  from  George- 
town to  Hanover  Court  House — Georgetown,  Colchester,  Dumfries, 
Fredericksburg,  Bowling  Green,  Lynch's  Tavern,  and  Hanover  Court 
House  had  been  chosen  for  this  purpose.  Col:  Hendricks  at  Alexandria 
and  Mr.  Young  on  this  side  of  Eappahannock  will  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness— Their  agents  will  act  under  Continental  regulations.  *  *  * 
Wagons  for  the  Marquis'  Army  about  to  come  in  from  different  parts  of 
the  Country,  he  desires  to  know  whether  they  shall  be  detained  here  or 
or  sent  on  to  the  Army.— Desires  prompt  information,  that  his  depart- 
ment may  render  proper  service. 


Sept.  3d         Major  Claiborfae  encloses  to  Col:  Davies  letter  from  Capt:  Eussell  one 
Richmond    of  his  as^sistants  Showing  the  grfeat  difficulties  in  procuring  transporta- 
tidfa  ih  this  District,  Hanover  Co.  HouSe  and  upwairds. 


Sept.  3d 


'Sir, 


Col:  George  Skillen  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Botetourt  Co  in  consequence  of  your  former  Eequisition  to  me  I  have,  ordered 

the  fourth  part  of  the  militia  of  this  County  to  march  to  head  Quarters 
in  Virginia,  but  as  there  is  no  Commissary  in  this  County  neither  are 
there  aney  publick  stores,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  Eiding  about  to 
procure  waggons  &  teams,  provisions  and  other  necessarys  such  as  the 
men  ware  absolutely  in  want  of  on  their  march-this  Sir  has  gave  me  a 
great  Dail  of  trouble,  the  more  so  as  the  people  are  very  unwilling  to 
credit  the  publick,  who  complains  that  they  have  not  been  paid  for  their 
former  Service,  that  the  publick  has  been  Indebted  to  them  of  a  Long 
Standmg;  and  should  them  Debts  be  pay'd  now,  by  reason  of  the  Depre- 
siasion  of  the  money,  it  would  not  purchis  one  half  of  the  property  they 
first  sold  or  was  Impres'd  from  them-This  complaint  I  am  sorry  to  sfey 
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is  not  altogether  without  reason — You  well  know  Sir,  that  to  perform  1781. 
the  duty  of  County  Lieut:  at  this  time,  is  a  full  proportion  of  Patague  Sept.  3d 
for  one  person,  without  being  concerned  with  that  of  a  Commissary." 
*  *  *  *  "I  would  not  undertake  to  Dictate  to  you  Sir,  on 
this  occasion,  but  the  publiok  good,  together  with  the  necssaty  of  have- 
ing  Immediately  stores  provided  in  my  County  presses  me  to  offer  my 
sentiments — were  it  your  pleasure  it  might  be  best  to  have  sum  person 
appointed  as  Commissary  that  lives  here  as  being  acquainted  with  the 
people  would  the  better  enable  him  to  Furnish  such  Stores  as  he  might 
want,  except  Lead,  Kettles  &  Salt  which  are  scarce  artikles  here." — He 
has  sent  off  twenty  of  the  six  months  men  and  deserters  and  will  send 
the  remainder  "as  soon  as  they  can  be  got" — has  not  been  able  to  collect 
all  the  Soldiers'  clothes,  notwithstanding  his  great  efforts  to  do  so — If 
the  Hon'le  Andrew  Lewis  or  Wm.  Fleming  are  down  they  will  recom- 
mend a  proper  person  as  Commissary ;  if  not,  l^e  can  appo^p.t  a  person 
to  act,  as  soon  as  Instructions  are  seiit — Cq^icludes  "I  shall  rest  satisfied 
for  your  further  orders  in  this  affair,  and  that  you  will  do  whatever  your 
prudence  &  goodness  tell  you  is  Best" 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir  with  great  respect  &c. 

]Sr.  B. — A  large  sum  of  Money  collected  in  the  County  for  recruiting 
^Soldiers,  but  as  the  Draft  Law  has  not  been  put  into  execution,  the 
money  had  become  useless,  it  being  nearly  all  in  Continental  Bills. 


Major  Alex:  Dick  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  3d 

"Sir, 

Hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet,  I  applyed  to  the  Quar-  Frederic'sb'g 
ter  Master  for  some  of  the  cloathing  in  his  possestion,  that  our  at  pre- 
sent naked  regt :  might  receive  part — he  says  he  has  positive  orders 
against  delivering  any — I  wish  to  share  in  the  enterprize  now  on  hand, 
but  with  naked  men  it  will  be  impossible. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tours  &c.''' 


Iklajr.  Claiborne  suggests  to  Col :  Davies  whether  it  would  not  be  bet-     Sept.  3d 
ter  to  load  the  wagons  cpllecte^i  at  Prince  Edward  Co  House,  Carter's    Richmond 
Ferry  &  Fredericksburg  with  provisions  to  be  delivered  at  this  place — 
Advantage  can  then  hp  taken  of  wate;-  parriage  &c. 
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1781.  John  Browne  Commissary  Genl:  to  Col:  Davies. 

Sept.  3d     "Sir, 
Barret's  I  am  directed  to  furnish  the  French  Troops  with  provisions— of 

^^"^  course  it  will  increase  our  demands  for  flour,  &  must  beg  the  favour  of 
you  at  this  critical  juncture  to  aid  the  Commissaries  of  Amelia  &  Pow- 
hatan Counties  in  getting  the  flour  to  Eichmond,  our  sole  dependance 
being  from  that  quarter,  without  which  there  is  not  the  smallest  proba- 
bility of  supplying  the  Troops — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,  your  very  Humble  Servt 

&c.  &c. 


Sept.  3d  Col:  Wm.  Heth  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Petersburg       Eequesting  his  pay  to  be  sent  to  him.     The  continued  illness  of  Mrs. 
Heth  prevents  his  "seting  out  agreable  to  expectation." 


Sept.  3d  Capt:  John  Pkyoe  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Camp  The  letters  I  wrote  by  Mr.  Maupin  to  yourself  and  Capt: 

Bryan's  Young,  I  suppose  were  received  yesterday :  since  which  the  600  Stand  of 
Arras  from  Fredericksburg  have  arrived,  300  of  which  were  said  (by 
Genl :  Weedon)  to  be  Continental,  but  as  I  dont  find  any  brand  or  other 
sign  of  their  being  the  Property  of  the  United  States,  I  shall  claim  them 
for  the  State,  and  dispose  of  them  accordingly.  I  am  endeavouring  to 
obtain  the  most  accurate  returns  of  all  State  Mil :  Stores  in  the  hands  of 
the  Army :  orders  to  that  purpose  have  been  Issued  by  my  request — I 
have  also  requested  that  all  the  Continental  Arms  &c  in  possession  of 
the  Militia  be  exchanged  for  those  of  the  State,  that  a  final  Separation 
of  those  Stores  may  once  take  place,  and  a  compliance  to  those  orders 
and  requisitions,  I  find  will  be  attended  with  delay  and  difiiculty,  from 
the  detach'd  situation  of  our  Army."  *  *  * 

"  There  is  nothing  more  loudly  called  for  than  the  remainder  of  those 
arms  from  Fauquier  Co  House,  which  I  am  in  great  hopes  have  or  are 
nearly  arrived  at  Eichmond  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Frazer.  General 
Muhlenberg,  who  pass'd  by  this  place  last'  Evening  from  the  South  side 
Jas.  Eiver,  informs  me  that  the  Militia  are  assembling  about  Broad 
Water,  having  at  present  about  400  stand  of  arms  with  them — six  hun- 
dred stand  more  he  conceives  will  be  sufficient — If  it  is  practicable,  those 
arms  had  better  come  down  by  water  to  James  Town,  where  I  think  they 
would  be  perfectly  safe,  and  where  the  Marquis'  further  orders  might  be 
given  them,  as  perhaps  those  Militia  from  Brod  Water  may  cross  to  the 
No  side  the  Eiver — Ammunition  is  also  much  wanted,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  supply  has  come  down  from  the  Laboratory  before  this;  which  it 
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is  requested  may  come  down  with  the  arms — The  Marquis  is  extremely  1781. 
desirous  that  the  whole  of  the  Musket  &  Cannon  Ammunition  from  Sept.  3d 
Eauquier  Co  House  (which  I  directed  to  Orange  Co  Ho :)  might  come 
immediately  to  Camp ;  to  what  amount  there  is  no  one  can  tell,  perhaps 
Capt :  Bohannan  can,  who  possible  may  now  be  with  you,  and  who  can 
inform  what  quantity  he  has  sent  down,  agreeable  to  my  request 
100,000  Musket  Cartridges  were  to  come  in,  also  a  supply  of  6  lb.  ammu- 
nition. I  should  be  extremely  glad  that  Capt  Young  could  facilitate  the 
arrival  of  all  those  mattei's  by  sending  expresses  after  them  &  if  neces- 
sary to  press  waggons  to  bring  them  to  Eichmond,  when  water  carriage 
would  serve  after.  Colo  Dabney  sends  me  word  there  is  a  Gentm  wth 
him,  lately  exchanged,  whom  he  recommends  as  a  conductor,  this 
gentleman  (If  you  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  write  to  him)  might  attend 
for  the  arms  for  Colo  Dabney  &  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  to 
appoint  some  person  at  Eichmond  or  West  Ham  to  Eeceive  &  forward  on 
all  supplies  to  me  in  Camp,  and  to  receive  and  Send  up  all  such  as  I  may 
send;  damaged  or  otherwise,  from  Camp,  to  Capt:  Bohannan,  whose 
business  I  conceive  it  is  to  attend  to  the  Country  Shops  in  their  repairs 
of  arms,  indeed  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  attend  to  those  matters. 
So  soon  as  you  receive  the  returns  of  Arms  &  other  Military  Stores  in 
the  hands  of  the  respective  County  Militia  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you 
for  copies  of  them,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  business  to  keep  the  proper 
amounts  against  each  County. — Sundry  Articles — Piles  &c  for  the 
Armourers  are  wanted,  an  Estimate  of  wch  I  requested  Mr.  Maupin  to 
present  you  with,  wishing  you  to  give  directions  to  Mr.  Eoss  to  furnish 
them,  some  of  them  are  intended  for  the  Continental  forges,  now  in 
Camp  destitute  of  Tools. 

I  wish  those  Traveling  Porges  from  Fredericksburg,  could  be  hurried 
down,  they  being  much  wanted — I  would  be  glad  to  be  furnish  by  Capt: 
Young  wth  three  or  four  waggons  &  Teams.  The  Prench  Troops  are 
landing  at  Jas  Town,  where  Genl:  Wayne's  Troops  •&  the  Eifle  Men 
cross'd  to  day.  The  Marquis'  Troops  have  Join'd  them — Genl :  Stevens' 
Brigade  lays  here  expecting  to  cross  this  Evening  The  Enemy  'tis  said 
are  in  Wmsburg  in  their  whole  Porce.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  this  long 
Glaibornian  Letter,  it  contains  some  very  interesting  points  wch  i  am 
anxious  to  hear  from  you  on.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  wth  Sentiments 
of  the  highest  Eespect,'' 

Dr  Sir,  yr:  mo.  obt  Servant, 

&c  &c." 


Capt:  Jas:  Maxwell  informs  the  Governor,  that  in  compliance  with  Sept.  3d 

his  request,  he  should  set  out  for  Portsmouth,  early  next  mornirig,  and  New  Kent 
should  forward  the  business  referred  to,  with  every  possible  endeavour.         *^°- 

49- 
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1781.  Majok  Thos:  Posey  to  Col:  Dayies. 

Sept.  3d     "DrCol, 
Cumberland  Tour  letter  of  the  27th  ult:  on  public  service,  and  directed  to 

.Old  C.  H.  QqJq  Febiger,  I  bad  the  Honor  (as  being  Commandant)  to  open.  I  have 
perus'd  the  contents,  and  shall  give  you  a  list  of  such  officers  as  I  think 
may  answer  the  purposes  of  recruiting,  agreable  to  the  desire  of  Govern- 
ment." 

He  has  appointed  one  from  each  Eegt :  and  has  assigned  them  to  such 
Districts  and  Eendezvous  as  will  be  agreable  to  them.  He  sends  a  list 
of  their  names,  regt:  and  place  of  duty,  including  those  serving  at  that 
Post. 

Concludes  "Dear  Colonel,  if  it  is  possible,  you  would  oblige  me,  and 
a  great  number  of  pore  sick  Soldiers  at  this  place,  if  you  would  have  a 
Surgeon  and  some  medicine  sent  here,  for  I  assure  you  a  great  many  of 
the  best  men  we  have  here  are  exceeding  sick  and  I  am  afraid  will  not 
recover. 

I  have  likewise  to  request  you,  if  you  please  to  inform  me  how  I  am 
to  procure  some  spirits  for  the  use  of  this  Post,  as  I  am  induced  to 
believe  that  if  some  was  issued  to  the  Soldiers  pretty  frequently  it 
would  be  very  conducive  to  their  health." 

I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  respect  and 
Esteem  Dr  Sir 

Tour  most  obt  Servant 

&c  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  made  myself  as  busey  as  was  in  my  power,  to  have  the 
sentiments  of  all  the  Officers  I  could  see  for  the  appointment  of  such 
gentlemen,  as  would  be  proper  for  a  committee  for  the  purposes  which 
is  now  in  contemplation.  I  have  spoken  to  the  Officers  of  the  Cavalry 
and  they  have  appointed  two  gentlemen  Major  Call  &  Dr.  Eose — I  have 
likewise  spoke,  and  wrote  to  several  Officers  of  the  Artillery;  they  will 
appoint  one :  I  suppose  it  will  be  Capt :  Pryor — The  gentlemen  nomi- 
nated, and  I  beleive  properly  appointed,  for  it  seems  to  be  unanimously 
the  opinion,  are  Col:  Wood,  Col:  Febiger,  Col:  Davies,  and  Lt:  Col: 
Towles  from  the  Infantry,  Majr  Call,  and  Doet  Eose  from  the  cavalry, 
and  Capt:  Pryor  from  the  artillery — but  do  you  think  Col:  Harrison 
would  not  have  more  wait  with  the  assembly,  if  so,  he  is  now  on  his  way 
to  Virginia  and  I  suppose  had  better  be  one.  His  baggage  and  a  guard 
arriv'd  here  yesterday. 


Sept.  3d  Ed :  Butler  encloses  to  Col :  Davies  a  list  of  men  to  serve  with  him  in 
collecting  stores  &c— desires  their  exemption  from  Militia  duty — he  had 
collected  but  few  estray  cattle,  and  some  horses. 
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Jno:  Swan  to  Col:  Davies. 
"Sir, 

I  the  other  day  sent  to  Westham  Seventy  two  Barrels  of  flour,  and 
am  much  surpris'd  to  find  there  was  no  person  there  to  receive  it — the 
People  I  sent  it  down  by  were  obliged  to  leave  it  on  the  Bank  of  the 
Eiver  without  geting  a  Eecpt :  for  it — This  is  an  odd  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness— I  wish  you  would  be  good  enough  to  have  some  Person  appointed 
to  receive  the  Country's  Provisions  that  may  be  sent  to  that  Place — The 
bearer  of  this  brings  down  a  Load  of  Flour  which  I  expect  will  be  left 
in  the  same  manner  the  other  was — if  it  is  I  shall  send  no  more. 

I  wish  to  be  inform'd  by  you  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  Millers  who 
have  thrown  the  Country's  flour  out  of  their  Houses,  by  which  means 
the  flour  is  ruined" — ^Desires  instructions  as  to  hiring  men  to  carry  down 
provisions,  drive  beeves  to  the  army  &c. 


1781. 

Sept.   3d 

Powhatan 
Co. 


Thomas  Eead  County  Lieut :  Col :  Joel  Watkins,  Lieut :  Col :  Morton,  Sept.  4th 
Maj:  Hubard,  Capts:  Goode,  Friend,  Ba'rksdill,  White,  Gaines,  Jac:  Charlotte  Co. 
Morton,  Spencer,  Halloway,  Jameson  and  Jennings — Court  Martial — 
instruct  Col:  Eead  to  inform  the  Governor,  that  the  enlisting  Officers 
had,  out  of  the  Militia  received  many  men  for  the  Mounted  Infantry, 
allowed  them  to  enlist  and  receive  gratuities  as  substitutes ;  but  who 
when  ordered  to  march  had  failed  to  do  so,  and  those  for  whom  they 
had  been  employed  had  been  required  to  go  to  the  field  as  soldiers. 


Major  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies, — in  reply  by  Mr.  Patton. 


Sept.  4th 


The  means  of  transportation  by  water  being  so  important,  he  had  Kichmond 
directed  Capt :  Eussell  to  lay  aside  every  other  duty,  to  press  the  import- 
ant business  of  forwarding  Provisions,  boats  &  forage.  Three  boats 
had  just  left  for  Minge's  Ferry,  "properly  manned  &  oared"  but  empty. 
There  are  300  barrels  of  flour  at  Westham ;  but  being  spoiled  are  not  fit 
to  be  sent  to  the  Army.  One  half  of  the  men  intended  to  man  the 
boats  "are  not  yet  paraded,"  consequently  the  boats  lying  above  the 
falls  cannot  be  brought  into  Service  as  desired. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Thos:  Newton  Jnr:  Bsqr. 


Sept.  4th 


"Sir, 

It  appearing  to  the  Executive  a  matter  of  consequence,  that  the    Richmond 
French  Fleet  be  plentifully  supplied  with  many  articles  of  provisions, 
such  as  fresh  meats  &  vegetables:  which  may  be  procured  in  the  Coun- 
ties contiguous  to  the  Bay :  from  the  Experience  I  have  had  of  your 
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1781.       Abilities  in  transacting  any  Business  committed  to  you  &  of  your  Zeal 

Sept.  4th     for  the  Interests  of  your  Country,  I  am  induced  to  wish  that  you  would 

undertake  this  Matter— &  furnish  them  with  whatever  necessaries  they 

may  require— and  if  such  supplies  are  not  attainable  by  the  common 

methods  of  Purchase,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  procure  them  by 

Impress." 

"I  am  &c." 


Sept.  4th  Col:  Sampson  Mathews  informs  the  Governor,  he  had  executed  his 
Botetourte  orders  of  the  25th  July  respecting  the  Issuing  Commissioner  and  calling 
out  one  fourth  of  the  Militia — The  latter  had  marched  on  the  8th  of 
August.  The  Co :  Commissioner  will  report  at  once  in  Eichmond  to 
settle  his  accounts — Desires  thirty  six  Blank  Commissions  for  Officers, 
&  three  for  Field  Officers. 


Sept.4ih     Jos:   JoNES,   J.  Madison  Jnr: — Theo:  Bland,   Delegates,    to    Gov: 

Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Philadelphia  Yesterday's  post  brought  us  no  letter  from  your  Excellency.    We 

have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Genl :  Washington  with  a  part  of 
the  American  Army  and  the  Count  de  Eochambeau  with  the  whole  of 
the  French  are  thus  far  on  their  way  to  Virginia.  The  American  Troops 
passed  through  the  Town  on  Sunday,  the  first  division  of  the  French 
yesterday  &  the  second  will  follow  them  to-morrow.  The  fine  appear- 
ance they  make  as  men,  the  perfection  of  their  discipline  as  soldiers,  and 
the  zealous  attachment  they  manifest  to  the  Allies  of  their  Sovereign 
authorize  the  highest  expectations  from  their  Services  in  the  field. 

Since  our  last,  we  have  been  informed  that  Admiral  Hood,  with  13 
Sail  of  the  line  from  the  W.  Indies  has  been  at  New  York,  and  after 
annexing  to  them  the  8  Ships  which  were  commanded  by  Greaves, 
immediately  put  again  to  Sea.  As  the  Squadron  under  Admiral  de  Bar- 
ras  had  previously  sailed  from  N.  Port,  &  Hood  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
the  expected  arrival  of  the  Count  de  Grasse  on  our  Coast,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  his  activity  is  directed  against  the  meditated  junction. 

Yesterday  returned  to  this  place  Col:  John  Laurens  from  a  special 
Mission  to  the  Court  of  France.  Although  his  success  has  not  fully 
corresponded  with  our  wishes,  he  has  brought  with  him  very  substantial 
proofs  of  the  friendship  &  generosity  of  our  ally:  of  which  we  shall  at 
present  mention  only  a  considerable  quantity  of  cloathing,  powder  & 
upwards  of  13,000  stand  of  arms  exclusive  of  about  3000  arrived  in  the 
vessel  mentioned  in  our  last.  It  has  unluckily  happened  that  these  sup- 
plies have  all  been  carried  into  Boston.  Prudential  considerations  would 
not  admit  of  their  attempting  this  Port,  from  whence  the  distribution  of 
them  would  have  been  so  much  more  convenient.     We  shall  be  obliged 
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to  your  Excellency,  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  between  Col:  Chris-       1781. 
tian  and  the  Cherokees  in  1775  made  out  and  sent  us,  by  the  Clerk  of     Sept.  4th 
the  House  of  Delegates. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 

respect  &  Esteem  , 

&c  &c  &c. 


Extract :  ^ 

Genl:  Green  to  Col:  Balfour.  Sept. 4th 

"  If  any  of  your  prisoners  have  been  detained  in  North  Carolina  con- 
trary to  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  I  am  sorry  for  it,  and  take  leave  to 
assure  you,  that  it  is  without  my  knowledge,  and  that  I  will  give  you 
every  satisfaction  on  that  head  in  my  power." 


Capt:  Jno:  Allen  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept. 4th 

"Sir, 

I  have  sent  14688  cartridges  in  a  waggon  by  Mr.  Thos.  Talbert —  Irvin's  Store 
nine  boxes,  the  number  of  the  packes:  is  on  the  Top  of  each  box  it  con- 
tains— the  number  of  packes :  1224 — I  shall  send  on  more  as  I  can  get 
them  made — the  ague  &  fevour  begins  to  be  very  brief  amongst  us. 
Please  to  let  the  waggon  return  as  soon  as  she  has  delivered  her  load,  as 
we  cant  well  do  without  her. 

Prom  Sir  your 

most  Humbl  Servt 

&c  &c. 


LiEUTS  "W.  Vanter,  Thos:  White,  &  C.  Gibbs  1st  State  Eegt  to  the     Sept.  4th 

Governor. 

Earnestly  desiring  him  to  interfere  in  their  behalf  with  Mr.  Webb,    Eichmond 
the  Pay  Master,  for  their  pay — They  are  very  needy,  at  great  expence, 
far  from  their  homes,  and  not  able  to  get  away  from  the  town  &c. 


Col  :  J.  Stme  to  J.  Browne.  Sept.  5th 

That  he  had  written  him  on  the  Ist,  but  ''  Since  then  find  it  absolutely  New  Castle 
necessary  to  Have  Something  done  about  the  Cattle,  as  the  Distemper 
rages  among  them.    I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Graves  for  particulars." 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Prtor  to  Hon:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

Sept.  5th     "Dear  Col, 
Williamsb'g  Thro'  some  remissness  in  the  return  of  deficiencies  in  the 

Army,  I  believe  flints  are  not  mentioned  wch  are  extremely  wanted — 
pray  be  so  good  as  to  direct  Capt :  Young  to  send  up  a  Horseman  with 
a  Bag,  Express  to  bring  down  as  many  as  he  can — 8,  or  10,000,  a  greater 
number  may  follow — I  hope  every  effort  is  making  to  forward  down  the 
other  Stores — I  shall  appoint  a  Person  at  Jas :  Town  to  receive  those 
Articles  directed  to  be  brought  there,  and  conduct  the  proportion  to  the 
South  Side  the  Eiver — The  Enemy  press'd  out  to  day  as  far  as  the  i- 
Way  House,  but  return'd.  The  French  Troops  will  pass  thro'  this 
Tomorrow  morning — at  present  they  are  waiting  at  the  river,  Jas. 
Town,  for  Waggons — Wayne's  above  the  Colledge,  Muhlenburg  two 
miles  below  this — Genl :  Stevens  about  Birds — I  shall  wait  on  Hd  Quar- 
ters Tomorrow,  when  I  expect  to  meet  some  Letters  from  you. 

In  haste 

Dr  Sir  yrs  resptflly 
&c. 

P.  S.  Had  directed  Capt;  Browne  to  write,  on  this  subject  today  but 
this  oppty — offering  by  Mr.  Eoyall,  I  embraced  it  myself,  it  being  of  the 
first  importance." 

J.  P." 


Sept. 5th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Genl:  Green. 

"Sir, 

Blohmond  The  Count  De  Grasse  with  28  ships  of  the  Line,  six  Frigates  & 

three  thousand  Land  Forces,  arrived  last  week  in  Chesapeake  Bay — The 
Troops  are  landed  &  by  this  time  have,  I  expect,  formed  a  Junction  with 
the  Marquis  about  Wmsburg.  The  Enemy  have  made  no  movement, 
which  I  have  heard  of,  since  this  Event,  but  continue  in  York,  strength- 
ening their  Post.  We  have  called  out  a  very  large  Body  of  our  militia, 
which  when  added  to  the  Forces  already  in  Camp,  will  enable  us  closely 
to  invest  York. 

I  have  had  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  Genl:  Washington,  dated  at 
Chatam  on  the  27th  last  month,  wherein  he  informs  mo  that  he  is  on  his 
march  for  this  State  with  all  the  French  Troops  of  the  ITorthern  Army, 
&  a  considerable  Body  of  Continentals.  This  movement,  in  all  human 
Probability,  ensures  us  success  in  this  Quarter.  But  notwithstanding 
the  very  flattering  Prospect  here,  I  feel  an  uneasiness,  when  I  consider 
that  your  situation  may  not  be  so  agreeable.  It  is  I  think  to  be  expected 
that  the  Enemy  you  have  to  deal  with,  will  exert  themselves  at  this 
Critical  Time,  &  the  superiority  I  fear  they  possess,  gives  Eoom  for 
apprehensions.     I  have  received  no  letter  from  you  since  the  15th  of 
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July,  so  that  I  know  nothing  more  of  the  Southern  Transactions  between       1781. 
that  time  &  this,  than  what  I  have  learnt  from  common  Eeport.   It  would     Sept.  5th 
give  me  much  satisfaction  to  have  Information  of  a  more  authentic 
nature — " 


Gov:  Nelson  to  "the  Absent  Members  of  Council." 


Sept.  5th 


"The  operations  that  will  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of    Richmond 
a  French  Armament,  induce  me  to  take  command  of  the  Militia  that  are 
called  out. 

I  wish  at  the  same  time  the  Executive  may  proceed  in  the  business 
before  them;  to  effect  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  attend,  as  I 
know  it  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  Gentlemen  present  to  have  as  full  a 
board  as  possible." 

I  am  &c— " 


Chas:  Edmunds  writes  to  Col:  Davies,  that  his  orders  had  been  three     Sept.  5th 
weeks  reaching  him — he  had  sent  off  five  horses,  all  that  had  been  left    Brunswick 
by  the  Enemy  in  that  County — 


Co. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Egbert  Morris. 


Sept.  5th 


"Sir, 

Your  letters  of  July  16th  &  Aug:  23d,  with  a  copy  of  July  25,  the  Eichmond 
original  of  which  has  not  yet  been  received,  are  all  come  to  hand.  At 
present  I  can  do  little  more  than  acknowledge  receipt  of  them,  but  shall 
lose  no  time  in  paying  that  attention  to  their  contents,  which  their 
Importance  requires — A  person  has  been  for  sometime  employed  in 
liquidating  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  this  State^ 
Another  is  engaged  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  specific  supplies 
furnished  by  this  State.  Both  these,  as  soon  as  they  are  furnished  shall 
be  transmitted  to  you.  In  general  I  may  observe  that  this  Country  has 
far  exceeded  the  Eequisition  of  Congress  in  its  advance  of  most  of  the 
specific  supplies.  The  Assembly  of  this  State  meets  on  the  first  day  of 
October.  If  you  can  be  enabled  to  execute  the  duties  of  your  OflSce 
agreeably  to  your  wishes,  I  am  persuaded  America  will  feel  the  good 
effects  of  it  &  I  hope  you  will  beleive  that  private  Friendship  as  well  as 
regard  for  the  publick  welfare  will  prompt  me  to  lend  you  every  assist- 
ance which  my  situation  &  abilities  give  me  the  power  of  furnishing." 

I  am  &c." 
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1781.  Capt:  B.  Yaebokough  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Sept.  5tli     "Sir, 

Dinwiddie  Agreeable  to  a  former  Order  of  Council,  I  advertised  the  owners  of 

"Waggons  to  enlist  them  with  me,  that  they  might  be  properly  Brigaded, 
to  be  ready  to  perform  their  Tour,  in  Eegular  rotation — in  compliance 
of  which  they  were  promised  public  protection.  Accordingly  they  were 
enlisted  by  their  owners  all  in  the  County,  except  two.  There  has  been 
no  application  made  to  me  by  the  Quarter  Master  for  any  of  them,  & 
.  they  have  impressed  one  &  threaten  the  impressment  of  several  others, 
tho'  I  have  an  immediate  call  for  three  times  as  many  as  we  have  in  the 
County,  in  consequence  of  the  Dry  weather  down  the  country,  the 
whole  support  of  the  army  (I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Browne)  depends  on 
the  upper  Counties  for  Bread,  &  if  the  waggons  as  fast  as  called  out  for 
this  business  are  taken  away,  'tis  impossible  for  me  to  procure  the  sup- 
plies as  directed  by  Mr.  Brown — sixty  barrels  pr :  day  &  that  to  trans- 
port a  considerable  distance.  I  would  wish  to  know  whether  or  not  the 
Executive  have  made  any  alteration  in  this  matter,  as  I  may  know  how 
to  proceed — must  also  observe  that  if  regulations  of  this  kind  are  not 
strictly  adhered  to  &  promises  of  this  kind  violated,  there  will  be  but 
few  waggons  got  in  future ;  for  I  have  already  met  with  diflBculties  in 
consequence  of  it.  Mr.  Bonner  the  bearer  hereof  had  his  waggon  taken 
ten  days  ago,  with  a  threat  that  it  should  never  be  returned."     *     *    * 

Eespectfully  yr:  Obet  Servant, 

&c.  &c." 


Sept.  5th  Capt  :  EiOD :  Yottnq  to  Col  :  Davies. 

Frederic'sb'g  Enclosing  Eeturn  of  Clothing  by  which  the  deficiencies  will  be  seen — 
will  send  return  of  accoutrements  furnished  the  Cavalry  in  a  few  days — 
Fears  he  will  not  be  able  to  perform  the  duties  entrusted  to  him,  of 
depositing  forage  for  the  Northern  Army  coming,  at  the  several  points 
required,  for  want  of  competent  assistance,  his  Clerk,  Express  Eider  and 
Store-keeper  having  been  draughted,  and  actually  in  the  army.  Unless 
these  men  accustomed  to  and  familiar  with  his  business  are  allowed  to 
remain,  he  cannot  meet  the  demands  upon  him.  It  is  all  important  at 
this  juncture,  that  inexperienced  men  should  not  be  forced  into  his 
Department— Hopes  this  matter  may  engage  his  consideration. 


Sept.  5th  Chas:  Edmunds,  D.  Comr  to  Capt'  Young 

"Sir, 

Brunswick  I  have  sent  you  the  horses  that  the  British  left  in  our  county,  by 

order  of  Col :  Davies— you  will  have  them  deUvered  by  the  hands  of 
Henry  Hampton,  &  Wm.  Bishop,  which  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  satisfy 
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them  for  their  Trouble  of  bringing  them  too  you — Col :  Davies  wrote 
me  word  that  you  would  pay  every  expence  for  bring  of  them  down — 
about  them  I  make  no  charge  for  keeping  of  them — if  you  think  proper 
to  pay  me  for  my  trouble  you  may — I  have  sent  a  mare  to  you  that  was 
Imprest  by  order  of  B.  G.  Lawson,  and  she  has  made  her  escape  from 
them  and  come  home — She  is  a  very  fine  Blooded  mare  and  with  foal  by 
a  fine  horse:  Col.  Mason  desires  to  have  her  discharged  if  you  think 
proper,  as  She  Belongs  to  Col :  Wm.  Brown."  *  *  * 

The  order  that  was  sent  to  me  to  get  these  Horses  was  keep  from  me 
till  the  other  Day — ^pray  don't  blame  me  for  not  Sending  of  them  down 
quicker."  ***** 

Nothing  more,  but  remain 

your  most  obedient 

&e.  &e. 


1781. 
Sept.  6th 


Capt:  W.  Bowne  to  Col:  Davies. 


Sept.  5th 


Informing  him  of"  his  having  sent  one  hundred  and  ten  muskets  by  Camp  Les- 
the  waggons,  and  supposed  some  person  had  been  appointed  to  receive  ^    ^"^ 

them  at  Eichmond  and  have  them  repaired — concludes  "I  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  incidents,  but  shall  only  say  I  have  gott  a 
very  Troublesome  post  of  it." 


Major  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies. 


Sept.  5th 


He  had  given  the  necessary  instructions  as  to  the  transportation  of    Kichmond 
the  supplies  by  Petersburg  and  Shirley.     The  Quarter  Master  of  the 
Post  has  wagons  ready  to  convey  the  flour  from  Westham,  as  soon  as 
the  good  is  Separated  from  the  bad. 


Lieut:  Col  John    Taylor,*    Comdg:  to   "The  Eight  Honble. 

Marquis  de  la  Fatette." — Green  Spring  Gardens." 
"Sir, 

My  party  is  smaller  than  it  was  when  last  I  wrote,  the  Gloucester 
Battalion  being  reduced  to  115  men. — the  relief  of  New  Kent,  which 
ought  to  have  been  60  men  are  only  16 — a  few  straggling  Middlesex  men 
have  joined  us,  and  I  hear  of  several  small  parties  from  the  adjoining 
Counties  mostly  unarmed — with  these  parties  I  shall  have  an  inundation 
of  Militia  Colonels^as  they  will  probably  claim,  I  must  ask  your  orders 
whether  I  must  yield  to  them  the  command  of  this  detachment. 

A  certain  Iveson,  assistant  to  Walker  whom  I  sent  to  you,  got  notice 
of  the  party  which  was  going  to  take  possession  of  the  flag  Sloop  and 

*  3ubsec|juently  the  distinguished  Statesman  and  writer,  of  Caroline  Co. 
60 


the      Sept.  5th 


Camp 
Paradise 


394 


CALENDAR  OF  STATE  PAPEES. 


1781. 
Sept.  5th 


most  assuredly  by  Walker's  directions  got  on  board  the  flag,  before  my 
party  could  arrive,  and  went  oflf  with  her  to  the  enemy,  leaving  behind  her 
Boat  &  2  English  Seamen  who  are  prisoners.  I  find  that  Walker  secretly 
landed  and  got  oif  a  Cart  load  of  goods — these  two  facts  sufficiently 
authenticate  Walker's  objects.  Farther,  a  box  of  goods  landed  from  the 
Flag  &  belonging  to  one  Denison  who  went  with  Walker  to  New  York, 
is  in  our  possession. — the  papers,  (among  which  is  a  certificate  of  Deni- 
son's  having  taken  the  benefit  of  Clinton's  proclamation)  are  forwarded 
on,  that  they  may  be  sent  to  the  Governor.  I  Shall  take  Denison  if  he 
can  be  found.  The  Sloop  carried  back  the  negroes  &c.  The  Enemy 
have  landed  t'heir  Guns  &  Sailors  &  made  preparation  for  burning  their 
Vessels — The  Hessian  Eegt.  is  Said  to  have  crossed  to  York,  which  will 
leave  only  about  800  men  fit  for  duty  in  Gloucester — I  believe  it,  because 
their  forragings  have  been  very  contracted  for  several  days — If  this  is  so, 
I  would  with  your  permission,  as  soon  as  my  party  increases,  take  post 
much  lower  down. 

Being  able  to  penetrate  into  probable  events,  only  by  surmises,  I  have 
given  an  order  which  may  be  wrong. — It  is  to  my  Commissary,  to  have 
meal  prepared  for  4000  men,  at  Whiting's  Mill  near  which  I  am. 

I  have  not  heard  from  Sir  John  Peyton  as  to  a  mode  of  furnishing 
the  fleet  with  fresh  provisions,  so  that  I  cannot  venture  to  increase  my 
stock  of  them,  it  being  at  present  very  cumbersome  to  my  little  party. 
The  stock  now  left  within  the  circle  of  the  Enemies  predatory  excur- 
sions, is  extremely  inconsiderable,  and  their  supplies  hitherto  obtained, 
have  been  mearly  temporary. — as  to  corn  however  the  case  is  different, 
much  is  within  their  reach,  from  which  they  cannot  be  restrained,  except 
by  a  superior  force — from  an  accurate  information,  I  have  reason  to 
beleive  that  they  have  18  days  forrage  on  hand. 

Deserters  continue  to  come  in  every  day. 

The  Express  will  deliver  some  New  York  papers,  which  may  serve  for 
a  moment's  amusement." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

yr:  mo:  obt:  hblo  Servt: 

&c  &c. 


Sept.  5th         Jno:  Swan  writes  to  Col :  Davies,  that  he  has  on  hand  a  large  supply 
Powhatan    of  "Seconds"  and  flour  belonging  to  "the  Public,"  condemned  because 
unsound — Asks  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  it. 


Sept. 5th     Thos:  Ousby,  Lieut:  &  Adjt:  So:  Car:  Cont:  Arty:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Kichmond 


Compelled  by  the  most  pressing  necessity  "he  applies  for  aid— Was 
made  prisoner  at  the  capitulation  of  Charleston,  and  is  now  on  parole- 
Has  rec'd  no  supplies  except  nine  days  pay,  during  his  captivity:  and 
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has  drawn  no  clothing  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  attached  1781. 
to  that  Eegt — Is  a  European,  has  neither  relatives  or  friends  "on  the  Sept.  5th 
Continent,"  but  desires  to  get  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  can  get  into 
mercantile  employment ;  but  having  no  horse,  and  no  money,  he  cannot 
possibly  make  the  journey  without  help — Had  lain  sick  at  Williamsburg 
for  more  than  four  weeks — Presents  a  Warrant  from  the  Marquis  de  La 
Fayette,  which  he  begs  may  be  honored  &c. 


Col:  H.  Lee  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  Sept. 5th 

"Sir, 

Agreeable  to  yr:  Ltr  of  the  17th  of  July  last,  I  am  to  inform  you  Prince  Wm. 
we  have  no  Delinquents  on  Militia  Duty,  that  are  condemned  to  serve 
six  months,  at  this  time :  Some  few  formerly  we  had  who  were  sent  to 
the  Army.  I  am  very  strict  in  compelling  the  Militia  to  a  Strict  Obe- 
dience to  the  Laws,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so.  All  the  Cloathing  has 
not  yet  been  brought  in,  and  the  Court  are  enforcing  a  strict  compliance 
from  the  Delinquents,  agreeable  to  Law.  I  have  received  thirty-one 
full  suits,  Except  two  hatts  and  three  pair  of  Shoes."  *  * 

"The  Waggon  &  Team  from  this  County  has  been  delivered  agr«eable 
to  the  Order  of  Gov :  Jefferson  long  Since.  I  want  a  number  of  Blank 
Militia  Commissions,  which  pray  furnish  by  the  bearer." — Lieut:  Col: 
Attwell  and  two  of  my  Captains  are  under  arrest,  and  have  been  so, 
since  the  rising  of  the  last  Assembly — Gov:  Nelson  ordered  a  Genl: 
Court  Martial  on  the  Lit:  Col:  but  his  Trial  cannot  come  on  until  I 
receive  a  Copy  of  the  late  Militia  Law,  which  please  furnish  me  with  by 
Mr.  Austin,  as  in  justice  to  these  officers  their  trial  ought  not  longer  to 
be  delaid.  I  shall  march  one  half  of  the  Mihtia  on  Wednesday  next  to 
Join  the  Marquis,  having  rec'd  an  Order  from  Genl:  Weedon  on  Colo 
Peyton  for  229  Stand  of  Arms  at  Leesburg,  and  not  having  it  in  my 
Power  to  get  them  down  sooner  than  that  day — I  wish  to  have  our  men 
well  armed,  as  I  beleive  they  will  fight — I  cannot  conclude  without  con- 
gratulating with  you  on  Qur  Present  Prospect  of  finishing  the  Campaign 
Gloriously." 

I  am  with  Esteem 

Sir,  yr:  most  ob  Servt." 


By  his  Excellency  Thomas  Nelson  jun'r  Esq'r  Governor  of  the  Common-     gept.  6th 
wealth  of  Virginia — 

A  Proclamation.  Eichmond 

Whereas  the  exportation  of  provisions  will  be  attended  with  manifest  Embargo 
injury  to  this  State,  I  have  thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  aK^inst  ex- 
consent  of  the  Council  of  State,  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation  for  laying  provisions, 

&c. 
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an  Embargo  on  provisions — yiz — on  all  Beef,  pork,  Bacon,  wheat,  Indian 
Corn,  pease  or  other  grain,  or  flour  or  meal  made  of  the  same,  to  con- 
tinue until  it  shall  be  annulled  by  proper  authority — And  I  do  hereby 
strictly  prohibit  all  mariners,  masters  and  commanders  of  Vessels,  and 
all  persons  whatsoever  within  the  State,  from  loading  on  board  of  any 
Vessel  for  exportation,  and  from  exporting  all  or  any  of  the  above  spe- 
cies of  provision  by  land  or  by  water,  from  the  date  hereof,  until  this 
proclamation  shall  be  repealed,  under  pain  of  incurring  the  penalties 
inflicted  by  the  Act  of  Assembly,  entitled  an  Act  to  empower  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  to  lay  an  Embargo  for  a  limited  time,  except  as  in  the 
said  Act  is  excepted — And  I  do  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all 
Naval  Ofiicers  and  others  in  their  respective  departments  to  exert  their 
best  endeavours  to  the  end  that  this  embargo  be  strictly  observed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  at  Eich- 
mond,  this  5th  day  of  Septem'r  1781. 

THOS.  NELSON  Jnk. 


Sept.  6th 


Foster  Webb  to  the  Executive. 


Kichmond  Making  enquiry  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  he  is  to  receive, 
having  been  appointed  "Paymaster  General  to  the  State"  by  Col.  Davies. 
The  office  a  very  responsible  one;  a  large  amount  of  money  having  to 
pass  through  his  hands,  and  he  is  required  to  settle  the  Eegimental  Pay- 
masters' Accounts. 

Mr.  Harrison  the  Continental  Paymaster  is  allowed  "a  Commission  of 
Sixteen  shillings  in  the  £100,  and  one  ration  and  Forage  for  one  horse 
pr:  day" — But  he  settles  no  accounts — 


Sept.  6th         Col:  John  Swan  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  is  fowarding  flour  to  the 
Powhatan    Army  as  fast  as  possible,  but  is  in  absolute  need  of  money,  with  which 
^°-         to  purchase  barrels  for  it,  and  to  pay  for  transportation— Neither  Spirits 
or  Vinegar  can  be  supplied  from  that  County — 


Sept.6Va     Col:  E.  Lindsay  to  Col:  Davies,   reporting  list  of  six-months  men 
^  condemned  by  Court  Martial  to  serve  that  length  of  time. 

Albemarle       Is  convinced  the  order  requiring  a  part  of  the  militia  to  be  called  out 
°-         to  guard  these  men  to  the  rendezvous,  is  the  only  way  they  can  be  got- 
ten into  Service.     He  will  adopt  it  at  once. 
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Benj:  Joedan,  Com:  Mil:  Stores  to 


_.  1781. 

Sept.  6th 
The  arms  and  ammunition  ordered  on  the  25th  ult:  would  have  been  Irving's 
sent  down  at  once,  had  the  Quarter  Master  at  the  Point  of  Pork  furnished  °^^ 

the  boats  required — The  river  is  now  so  low,  that  these  will  be  of  no  use 
at  present — He  has  therefore  seized  one  of  Mr.  George  Nicholas'  Canoes 
for  this  purpose — Sends  one  hundred  and  fifty  muskets,  being  all  that 
are  in  good  condition — Hopes  he  will  be  protected  against  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings, with  which  he  is  threatened  by  Mr.  Nicholas  on  account  of 
this  seizure — 


Circular  issued  urging  upon  the  County  Commissioners  for  collecting 
the  specific  grain-tax  for  1780,  the  necessity  for  sending  in  their  accounts 
and  returns,  in  order  that  an  estimate  of  the  Supplies  furnished  by  Vir- 
ginia for  the  Continental  service  may  be  made.  This  is  the  more  neces- 
sary, in  as  much  as  Congress  is  calling  upon  the  State  for  large  supplies, 
under  the  impression  that  the  requisitions  made  at  that  date,  had  not 
been  complied  with. 

Col :  Richard  Morris  of  Louisa  County  had  be^n  appointed  in  October 
last  to  receive  and  arrange  these  accounts — He  will  now  remain  at  Rich- 
mond for  this  purpose — In  making  up  the  returns  from  each  County, 
particular  attention  should  be  given,  to  enumerating  the  articles 
delivered,  giving  the  names  of  the  receivers,  and  whether  for  State  or 
Continental  use. 


Sept.  6th 
Richmond 


'Sir, 


Major  Rich'd  Claiborne  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 


Sept.  6th 


"I  have  written  to  the  agent  for  the  District  of  Petersburg  respecting    Kichmond 
.  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Davies  in  impressing  wagons  and  desired  that  he 
may  act  differently  in  future. 

It  is  in  absolute  contradiction  to  my  instructions  upon  that  head,  as  I 
have  never  issued  or  transmitted  any  order  or  authority  that  is  in  the 
least  oppresive,  but  I  have  strictly  enjoined  that,  they  should  be  exe- 
cuted in  as  mild  and  impartial  a  manner  as  possible.  Indeed  I  have  not 
confined  this  advice  to  warrants  alone,  but  in  all  transactions  with  the 
inhabitants." 

He  will  at  once  forbid  the  impressing  "Brigaded  "Wagons"  by  his 
assistants,  being  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  that  arrangement:  but 
■suggests  the  importance  of  requiring  every  owner  of  a  wagon  and  team, 
■to  show  a  certificate  from  the  County  Commissioners,  that  such  wagon 
has  been  brigaded — Regrets  that  a  person  had  not  been  sent  to  Westham 
sooner,  to  receive  the  provisions,  but  he  did  not  like  to  have  an  OflScer 
on  pay,  without  employment,  not  supposing  the  articles  would  be 
forwarded  so  soon — Capt :  Russell  will  act  at  once. 
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1781.  Wm.  McOraw,  D.  Q.  Master  to  Col:  Davies. 

Sept.  6th 

Peytonsburg      He  is  coUecting  clothing  from  Bedford  and  Halifax — Col :  Thos :  Eead, 

Co.  Lieut:  of  Charlotte,  has  been  urged  to  send  in  the  supply  from  that 

County — Advises  against  endeavoring  to  employ  Artificers  for  twelve 

months,  in  as  much  as  they  prefer  taking  the  risk  of  serving  "their 

Tour  in  the  Field,"  rather  than  be  absent  so  long  from  their  families  and 

.     plantations  as  Artificers — It  were  better  to  engage  them  to  make  "two 

Canteens  a  day"— or  as  Smiths  "500  pair  of  horse-shoes,"  or  as  wagoners 

during  the  service  of  the  Militia,  than  to  require  their  services  during 

the  year.     Col :  Edward  Carrington  D.  Q.  Master  of  the  Southern  Army 

writes,  that  much  depends  upon  his  having  supplies  of  Canteens  and 

horse-shoes — Begs  for  instructions  on  this  and   other  heads  as  he    is 

"anxious  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  distressed  Soldiers  in  the  Southern 

Army. 


Sept. 6th  CoL:  Jos:  HoLMES,  Dep:  Com:  Genl  of  Prisoners  to  Col:  Davies, — 
regretting  his  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  prisoners  taken  by  the  French 
Fleet  and  delivered  over  by  them,  were  to  be  "applied  for  our  benefit." 

Winchester  In  making  out  bis  lists  for  the  Commissary  Genl :  of  Prisoners,  he  has 
always  mentioned  by  whom  they  had  been  taken.  The  hundred  and 
thirty  prisoners  from  South  Carolina  arrived  at  that  place  a  few  days 
before — He  will  send  them  to  James  Town  at.  once  to  be  exchanged  for 
Americans.  Major  Nelson  has  "ninety  Horse,"  or  about  that  number 
already  equipped  at  Winchester — He  agrees  with  Col:  Davies,  that  the 
late  abuses  in  that  County  by  the  volunteer  cavalry  are  to  be  much 
lamented — adds  "The  great  number  of  saddles  which  they  took  from 
the  People,  and  the  manner  they  behaved  after  they  had  iinpressed 
Horses  under  their  care,  has  soured  the  minds  of  the  public  much." 


Sept. 6th  Col:  "Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
War  OfBce  Conceiving  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Browne  an  event  which  super- 

ceded the  necessity  of  an  enquiry,  I  could  not  refrain  from  congratulating 
my  Country  upon  the  prospect  of  a  better  arrangement,  and  myself 
upon  escaping  a  business  of  so  disagreeable  a  nature.  His  continuance 
in  oflSce  by  the  direction  of  government,  as  well  as  the  constant  employ- 
ments in  which  the  duties  of  my  department  engage  me,  1  hope  will 
induce  government  to  comply  with  my  request  to  be  discharged  from 
the  execution  of  their  order  for  enquiring  into  Mr.  Brown's  conduct — 
Facts  speak  sufliciently  strong  for  themselves,  and  the  Country  will 
assuredly  stand  astonished,  that  so  important  a  channel  of  conveyance 
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and  transportation  as  James  Eiver,  should  not  have  a  single  magazine  of       1781. 
provision  upon  it.   That  Counties  as  low  down  as  Louisa  should  not  even     Sept.  6th 
have  had  their  grain  called  for,  or  collected  by  any  of  Mr.  Brown's  Agents, 
and  that  600  barrels  of  flour  should  be  lodged  at  no  greater  distance 
from  him  than  30  miles,  and  be  so  totally  unknown,  as  to  be  discovered 
by  a  kind  of  accident,  are  unhappy  proofs  of  a  capital  deficiency  some- 
where, that  will  in  all  probability  prove  highly  distressing  and  injurious 
to  the  operations  of  the  Army,  and  will  greatly  endanger  the  credit  and 
reputation  of  government  itself,  if  suffei-ed  any  longer  to  continue. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem 

Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  and 

humble-  Servant." 


Col:  Anthony  Thornton  Jnr:  to  Col:  Da  vies.  Sept.  6th 

Eegretting  his  inability  to  give  correct  returns  of  the  number  of  men  Caroline  Co. 
remaining  in  the  County,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  entire  Militia,  and 
Officers  capable  of  making  returns,  were  in  the  field — At  the  time  of  the 
Semi-annual  report  required,  he  was  too  ill  to  attend  to  business.  The 
entire  force  of  the  County  "644  men.''  On  this  account  the  demands 
upon  them  have  been  "exceeding  burthensome,"  compared  with  those 
of  other  Counties.  Instead  of  one  fourth,  one  half  are  required  to  go  to 
the  field  at  once.  He  is  determined  however,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Service  by  Keeping  their  full  quota  on  duty. 


Gov:  Thos:  Burke  to  Gov:  Nelson  of  Va.  Sept. 6th 

"  Dr.  Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  received  yours  of  the  6th  Instant  and  am  Williamsho- 
exeeedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your  wishes,  and  readiness  to  commu-  ^°Jj|  ^^  ^^^' 
nicate  _to  me  an  Event  which  gives  me  inexpressible  happiness,  and  N.  C. 
which  is  big  with  such  important  Hopes.     The  last  most  interesting 
circumstance  was  unknown  to  me  before,  and  I  have  not  ceased  from 
conjecturing  since  I  read  it — do's  it  not  Indicate  that  General  Clinton 
Intends  to  attempt  to  releive  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  in  that  case  where 
will  he  land?  it  cannot  be  under  the  fire  of  the  French  Ships,  and  there- 
fore it  must  be  to  the  Southward. 

I  had  received  advices  that  a  Fleet  was  on  the  Coast,  and  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  Intended  retreating  through  this  State — in  consequence  of 
this,  I  put  this  whole  State  in  motion,  in  order  to  dispute  the  passes  of 
the  Eivers,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy  on  our  Southern  frontier  from 
cooperating  with  him. 

I  had  sent  persons  into  your  State  to  watch  the  motions,  and  from 
them  received  Intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet — the  Events  that 
have  since  happened,  I  have  been  very  regularly  and  speedily  informed 
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1T8T.  of,  and  finding  that  I  have  no  longer  any  occasion  for  keeping  my  atten- 
Sept.  6tli  tion  towards  his  Lordship,  I  have  determined  to  turn  my  force  to  the 
Southward.  Unfortunately  my  want  of  arms  will  very  much  enfeeble 
my  operations^ — I  expect  some  every  day,  from  Philadelphia,  and  have 
written  to  the  Marquis,  in  hopeSj  if  the  French  fleet  had  any  Spare  arms, 
he  could  procure  me  about  2000  Stand,  which  I  would  replace  from  the 
manufactories  of  France — Shot  for  Artillery,  and  indeed  Ordnance  Stores 
of  all  kinds,  we  are  entirely  destitute  of;  and  if  I  find  that  I  can  put 
some  guns  that  are  here,  in  condition  for  use,  I  will  apply  for  those 
things  to  the  fleet — One  other  Essential  cannot  be  supplied  here  so 
Speedily  as  I  want  it,  that  is  Swords  and  Equipments  for  horsemen,  had 
I  Swords,  I  could  mount  and  form  a  Cavalry  which  would  enable  me  to 
be  perfect  master  of  the  Enemy's  motions,  and  to  attack  them  with 
advantage  on  every  march — but  tho  T  cannot  do  every  thing  as  well  as 
I  wish,  I  will,  never  the  less  do  what  I  can. 

You  express  a  very  high  Idea  of  the  General  Joy  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, as  well  as  your  own — I  assure  you  Sir,  our  Country  is  an  entire 
scene  of  heartfelt  rejoicing  except  among  the  Tories,  to  whom  it  por- 
tends no  good — 

Surely  this  Season  well  improved,  will  bring  us  peace  and  happiness, 
in  that  persuasion,  I  am  determined  to  make  the  most  of  it,  and  I  shall 
.  begin  to  act  with  some  considerable  force  immediately. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  most  Sincere 

Esteem  and  Eegard 

your  very  obt  Servt." 

I  heard  a  heavy  cannonade  on  Tuesday,  and  am  anxious  for  the  par- 
ticulars." 


Sept.  6th  Cad :  Jones,  Aid  de  Camp,  informs  Gov :  Nelson  at  Eichmond,  that  he  is 
instructed  by  "the  Marquis"  to  inform  him,  that  the  Marquis  St.  Simon, 
the  movements  of  whose  Troops  are  of  the  highest  importance,  cannot 
march  for  want  of  Commissary  Stores;  and  begs  such  orders  may  be 
given  as  shall  procure  for  them  an  immediate  supply. 


Sept.  7th  Lt:  Col:  Ed:  Carrington  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Dr.  Sir, 
Williamsb'g  I  promised  myself  the  Honor   of  personally   congratulating 

you,  on  your  appointment  to  the  government  of  Virginia,  by  calling  on 
you  on  my  way  from  the  Southern,  to  this  Army;  but  being  necessarily 
called  by  Halifax  in  No  Carolina,  was  obliged  to  post  by  the  neai-est 
route  to  this  place— You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  most  sincere  con- 
gratulations on  the  occasion,  &  permit  me  to  assure  you  of  my  perfect 
reliance  in  your  entire  &  most  zealous  devotion  to  the  Objects  of  the 
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important  Office — I  wish  the  deranged  situation  of  the  State  was  less       1781. 
perplexing  &  difficult  than  you  have  found  it.  Sept.  7th 

The  Marquis  has,  immediately  on  my  arrival,  made  it  my  duty  to 
address  your  Excellency  on  one  of  the  most  important  &  interesting 
points  Virginia,  &  indeed  the  United  States  have  been  concerned  in, 
during  the  War,  in  which  are  comprehended  matters,  as  well  out  of,  as 
in  my  own  department,  to  wit,  the  accommodation  of  the  Allied  Army 
under  his  command  so  as  to  give  that  life  &  decision  to  his  Operations 
which  will  ensure  a  compleation  of  his  woi'k,  before  the  Fleet  &  Troops 
of  our  good  Ally  will  be  obliged  to  leave  us — He  has  done  me  the  Honor 
to  communicate  to  me  the  assurances  he  had,  of  Waggons  &  Horses  being 
provided  through  the  Executive,  against  the  arrival  of  the  Fleet,  for 
giving  the  most  early  spring  to  the  movements  of  the  French  Army,  but 
they  have  now  been  several  days  on  the  land,  &  cannot  move  for  want 
of  those  waggons  to  transport  their  Baggage,  or  have  we,  at  this  time 
any  prospects  of  their  coming — We  have  been  obliged,  in  order  to  bring 
them  to  this  place,  -sphere  they  will  arrive  this  morning,  to  make  use  of 
waggons,  already  scantily  appropriated  to  other  necessary  uses,  &  here 
their  baggage  must  ly  subject  to  accidents  which  we  are,  under  all  pros- 
pects, bound  to  guard  against,  or  else  other  Stores  must  be  left  in  that 
Situation.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  every  steps  being  taken  to  pro- 
cure those  waggons  which  depended  immediately  on  your  Excellency, 
but  as  we  find  they  have  proved  ineffectual,  the  earliest  attention,  will, 
we  hope  be  given  to  obtain  them  by  some  other  mode — I  beg  leave  to 
propose  that  the  whole  number  wanted,  be  apportioned  on  the  Counties 
having  Waggons  &  within  a  probable  distance  of  supplying  them  in 
time — that  a  person  be  sent  specially  to  each  to  impress  them  for  six  or 
eight  weeks'  Service,  but  as  I  apprehend  upon  this  very  interesting 
Occasion,  the  peoples'  patriotism  could  be  called  into  operation,  I  wish 
that  each  impresser  should  carry  an  Address  from  your  Excellency  to 
the  Commissioners,  Peild  Officers,  Magistrates  &  other  influencing  Charac- 
ters, requesting  them  to  join  their  interest  with  the  impresser  to  engage 
the  peoples'  waggons  by  voluntary  consent,  assuring  them  of  good  usage 
&  punctual  discharges,  &  as  a  guard  to  those  points, request  them  to  send 
drivers  of  their  own,  &  appoint  a  Conductor  who  will  come  &  serve  with 
them — This  mode  I  have  in  several  instances  found  to  succeed,  &  give  us 
effectual  services  which  force  cannot  give  an  assurance  of — We  are 
also  in  great  want  of  Horses  for  the  French  Artillery,  &  for  the  use  of 
their  Field  Officers.  I  am  told  a  considerable  number  of  those  left  by 
the  enemy  through  the  Country,  have,  by  your  Excellencies  Orders  been 
collected  to  Eichmond.  if  about  one  Hundred  of  the  best  could  be  sent 
down  immediately  they  will  answer  a  valuable  purpose.  I  have  wrote 
to  Major  Claiborne  or  the  Contl:  Q.  Master  at  Eichmond  to  apply  to 
your  Excellency  for  the  m. — 
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1781.  Provisions,  I  have  Officially,  nothing  to  do  with,  hut  the  Marquis  has 

Sept.  7th  done  me  the  Honor  to  request  my  general  application  to  obtain  him 
relief  in  all  his  distresses — He  has  communicated  to  me  his  Situation  & 
prospects  for  supplies,  they  are  really  alarming,  &  the  most  speedy 
measures  are  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  for  correcting  the 
mischiefs,  from  which  amidst  the  most  plentiful  resources,  our  Army  is 
like  to  starve,  he  has  already  been  obliged  to  borrow  from  the  French 
shipping,  Bread  for  them  to  eat  Since  their  Troops  landed,  &  although 
he  has  had  flattering  assurances  from_  Mr.  Brown,  that  he  should  be 
able  to  replace  it,  yet  his  prospects  are  almost  none,  of  feeding  them,  or 
his  own  Troops  in  future. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  deficiency,  unless  the  general  opinion 
entertained  of  Mr.  Brown  is  well  grounded,  it  is  very  generally  thought 
that  he  has  neither  capacity,  nor  activity  for  so  extensive  a  scale  of  busi- 
ness, if  so,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  the  present  conjunct- 
ure of  important  Affairs  render  a  change  of  the  Officer  necessary — I 
wish  not  indelicately  to  meddle  with  business  out  of  my  own  province, 
but  I  think  it  proper  these  circumstances  should  be  communicated  to 
your  Excellency,  &  the  Marquis  having  relied  on  my  general  application, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  freely  with  your  Excellency,  on  the 
subject. 

I  am  told  upwards  of  200  Barrels  of  Flour  are  now  at  Manchester  & 
Boats  sufficient  in  the  Eiver  to  transport  them  downwards.  Mr.  Brown 
certainly  cannot  seriously  have  taken  measures  for  getting  them  down, 
or  he  must  have  succeeded.  I  am  told  also,  that  .at  Fredericksburg  are 
500  Barrels  of  Flour,  private  property.  Should  your  Excellencies  imme- 
diate prospects  for  supplying  this  great  Army,  which  must  be  here  for 
a  number  of  weeks,  be  bad,  I  apprehend  that  any  mode  for  getting  that 
Flour,  must  be  justified.     I  beg  leave  just  to  suggest  the  matter  to  you. 

I  beg  leave  upon  the  whole,  to  observe  that  the  success  of  our  opera- 
tions depend  so  much  on  a  man  of  Abilities  &  activity  at  the  Head  of 
the  Commissaries  Department,  that  no  time  should-  be  lost  in  getting 
such  a  one  established — Col:  Mason,  one  of  Mr.  Brown's  assistants,  is 
thought  to  be  a  man  in  all  respects  better  qualified  for  the  business  than 
himself,  &  I  think,  being  already,  in  some  measure  in  the  Train  of  it, 
must  be  the  most  proper  hand  to  employ. 

The  number  of  waggons  we  shall  want,  I  cannot  undertake  to  ascer- 
tain precisely,  but  the  number  at  present  with  the  Army  are  really 
triffling,  &  calculating  for  the  Baggage  of  the  present  French  Army, 
that  now  on  its  way  with  Genl  Washington,  &  a  number  of  other  neces- 
sary uses,  I  am  certain  100  will  be  a  moderate  claim. 

I  shall  have  the  Honor  to  waite  on  your  Excellency  at  Eichmond  in 
a  day  or  two — 

&  in  the  mean  time,  am  with  that 

most  perfect  respect  &  Esteem 

yr:  H.  St. 
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Rich'd  Young,  A.  D.  Q.  Master,  informs  Col :    Davies,  the   wagons       1781. 
required  from  the  different  Counties,  will  be  down  soon,  under  charge     Sept.  7th 
of  a  Conductor  and  loaded  with  provisions — He  proposes  to  divide  them  Frederic'sb'g 
into  several  Brigades  under  separate   Conductors — Has   received    the 
Governor's  warrant  thro'  Major  Claiborne  for  impressing  the  means  of 
transportation  and  will  execute  it  accordingly — Is  collecting  forage  very 
rappidly  at  the  new  posts  on  the  road  to  Hanover  Court  House. 


Saml  :  H.  Bradford  to  the  Governor.  Sept.  7th 

The  Marquis  desires  the  Militia  of  the  Northern  Neck,  amounting  to    New  Kent 
fifteen  hundred  men,  to  be  ordered  to  the  Army  at  once,  in  as  much  as 
their  services  are  much  needed  at  this  juncture.     The   French   fleet 
having  complete  command  of  the  Chesapeake  it  is  no  longer  necessary 
that  they  should  remain  at  home  to  protect  that  part  of  the  Country. 


York  River 


Capt:  Thos:  Symonds,  gives  permit  to  the  Sloop  "Peggy"  to  proceed     Sept.  7th 
with  a  Flag  of  Truce  to  the  Rappahannock  "  having  on  board  negros      Charon, 
and  other  effects  the  property  of  Mr.  Wormley  and  other  Gentlemen  on 
that  River" — Also  permit  from  "  Chewton"  Aid  de  Camp  to  Earl  Corn- 
wallis  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ivison  to  embark  in  said  Flag  vessel,  with  list  ot 
Slaves,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Wormley  and  Walker — &c. 


Gov:  Thos:  S.  Lee,  in  Council,  to  Gov:  Nelson  of  Va.  Sept.  7th 

"Sir, 

The  arrival  of  the  French  Fleet,  commanded  by  the  Count  de    Annapolis 
Grasse,  with  3000  Land  Forces,  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  gave  us  the 
highest  satisfaction,  and  we  can  but  applaud  the  cautionary  measures 
concerted  to  prevent  the  Escape  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  have  no  doubt 
of  their  proving  effectual. 

We  are  anticipating  the  Pleasures  that  must  follow  so  auspicious  an 
event  as  the  Surrender  of  the  Garrisons  of  York  and  Gloucester — We 
saw  the  necessity  of  laying  in  ample  supplies  of  Provisions  for  the  Fleet 
and  Army,  and  have  been  and  are  still  exerting  ourselves  to  procure  a 
large  Quantity  of  Flour,  five  or  six  thousand  Beeves,  and  what  salt 
meat  is  attainable  in  our  State. 

Although  we  cannot  at  this  time  ascertain  the  Quantities  of  Provisions 
this  State  can  furnish,  yet  there  is  reason  to  beleive  they  will  be  consid- 
erable in  the  essential  articles  of  Flour  and  Cattle — 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 
most  respectful  attachment 
Your  Excellency's 

Mo:  ob't  Hble  Servants." 


404  CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES. 

1781.  "The  humble  petition  of  sundry  persons  residing  on  Eappahannock 

Sept.  8th     river,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  to  the  Honorable, 
the  Council  of  the  said  State,  showeth, 

"That  your  petitioners  were  on  the  4th  of  June  last  and  5th,  plun- 
dered by  the  Surprise,  Privateer,  Capt:  Boss:  the  privateers-men  were 
landed  at  eleven  at  night,  at  one  of  your  petitioners'  houses  (at  Eoso- 
giU)— there  they  deluded  twenty  of  the  negroes  to  join  them  in  robbing 
your  petitioner's  house,  and  taking  from  thence  all  his  plate,  knives 
forks,  spoons  and  many  other  articles:  from  this  house  they  were  drawn, 
by  their  boat  being  fired  on  from  Urbanna,  where  one  of  your  petitioners 
(namely  Hugh  Walker)  had  raised  every  person  in  the  small  town  of 
Urbanna,   that   could   oppose  these   robbers,  to   fly  to  arms;   but  by 
superiority  of  force,  a  circumstance  that  the  negroes  informed  their 
new  adherents  of,  were  obliged  to  give  way:  here  then  a  field  was 
opened   for  these  Savage  robbers,   aided  by  their  felonious   corps   of 
negroes  and  mulattoes  to  indulge  themselves  in  every  excess  of  riot  and 
plunder :    destroying  in  wantonness   what  they  could  not  bear  off  to 
profit,  they  made  a  point  to  ruin  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  their  powers, 
your  petitioner  Walker,  for  his  promptitude  and  activity,     from  Eose- 
gill  they  took  away  many  negroes  on  the  tuesday,  that  had  not  joined 
them  on  monday.  Sending  your  petitioners  negroes  on  shore  to  delude 
away  every  young  boy  and  child  that  appeared  upon  the  banks,  kidnap- 
ping and  bearing  them  off  by  violence,  who  did  not  hold  themselves  out 
as  volunteers.     After  thus  injuring  and  ruining  your  petitioners  at 
Urbanna  and  Eosegill,  the  Militia  collecting  at  Urbanna  in  the  after- 
noon of  teusday  the  5th  of  June,  the  Privateer  weighed  anchor,  and  fell 
down  to  your  petitioner's  house,  Eobinson — here  were  landed  negroes 
and  mulattoes  only,  whose  conduct  was  in  true  conformity  to  their  con- 
dition— they  plundered  your  petitioner  of  almost  every  article  of  value 
in  the  house,  taking  his  own  bed  from  under  him,  whipping  one  of  his 
sons,  and  wounding  one  of  his  daughters:  happily,  by  God's  mercy, 
your  petitioner  and  his  family  were  not  all  murdered.     The  vessel  then 
proceeded  round  to  Pyanketank,  and  on  Wednesday  night,  hearing  that 
your  petitioner  Grymes,  with  his  family  had  removed  to  his  old  house 
plantation,  as  it  is  called,  on  that  river,  and  that  his  most  valuable 
household  articles,  and  plate  were  there,  a  party  of  the  privateer's-men, 
under  the  pilotage  of  the  negroes,  embarked  in  their  boats  and  petti  a 
quay,  meaning  to  rob  the  house  in  the  night,  and  to  proceed  to  Col : 
George  Daniel's,  where  your  petitioner's,  Wormley's  plate  had   been 
lodged;  but  often  running  on  ground,  and  meeting  with  other  impedi- 
ments, the  night  was  spent  before  their  arrival  at  the  said  plantation : 
here  they  took  all  the  wearing  apparel  of  your  petitioner's,  Grymes' 
wife,  and  all  the  plate  they  could  find,  with  a  variety  of  other  articles 
too  numerous  to  add,  your  petitioner's  own  negroes  in  arms  against 
them,  and  active  in  the  work  of  plunder  and  robbery,     thus  having  suf- 
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fered,  and  thus  treated  with  outrages  that  are  unprecedented,  even  in  1781. 
this  war  of  outrage,  sundry  of  your  petitioners  applied  to  Col:  Mon-  Sept.  8th 
tague,  County  Lieutenant  of  Middlesex,  at  the  head  of  his  Militia,  or  a 
large  part  of  them,  at  Urbanna,  to  grant  (as  was  usually  done,  and  as 
many  County  Lieutenants  were  in  the  daily  practice  of  granting  flags, 
your  Excellency  and  honors  being  then  not  stationary  at  any  particular 
place)  them  a  flag,  to  proceed  to  Portsmouth :  thither  your  petitioners 
went,  set  forth  the  treatment  they  had  received  from  Capt:  Eoss;  and 
found  his  conduct  generally  reprobated — Your  petitioners  Wormley  and 
Grymes,  after  being  some  days  at  Portsmouth,  waiting  the  arrival,  by 
Genl :  Leslie's  permission,  of  Captain  Eoss,  beared  he  had  sailed  with  his 
booty  for  New  York :  Your  petitioners  then  offered  representations  to 
the  General,  against  plundering  the  inhabitants  in  general,  and  particu- 
larly related  every  circumstance  of  Eoss'  behaviour:  these  representa- 
tions were  shewn  to,  &  approved  by  Capt:  Murray,  the  Ofiicer  of  the 
Flag,  and  likewise  by  Genl :  Leslie,  who  forv^arded  them  to  New  York 
by  the  fleet  that  was  under  the  convoy  of  Capt:  Blphinstone,  which 
touched  in  the  bay,  in  their  course  from  Charles  Town  to  New  York — in 
consequence  of  these  representations,  &  Mr.  Eoss'  illegal  unjustifiable 
conduct,  some  of  your  petitioner's  negroes,  and  other  articles  have  been 
sent  back,  a  flag  vessel  now  lies  at  Urbanna  Creek,  negroes  are  on 
board,  and  some  have  the  Small  pox:  Your  petitioners  humbly  hope 
your  Excellency  and  honors  will  suffer  the  flag  to  be  received :  Your 
petitioners  Eobinson,  E.  Eobinson,  Mills,  Walker,  Wormleys,  should  the 
vessel  be  received  will  endeavour  to  hire  the  Captain  to  suffer  his  v-essei 
to  quarantine  it:  if  he  will  not,  they  wUl  procure,  if  possible,  some 
hospital-house  for  them,  taking  every  precaution  that  the  disorder  shall 
not  spread :  Should  they  fail,  they  promise  then  to  suffer  the  vessel  to 
depart  with  their  negroes,  relinquishing  forever  all  hopes  of  regaining 
any  property  in  them.  Your  petitioners  hope  they  may  be  allowed  to 
send  a  physician  to  visit  them,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity  supply 
them  with  such  necessaries  and  comforts  as  their  melancholy  condition 
absolutely  requires,  &  without  which  they  must  indubitably  perish. 

Your  petitioner's  prayer  being  heard,  your  petitioners  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pray  &c  &c — September  8th  1781. 

JOHN  EOBINSON 
PHILIP  L  GEYMES 
,    EALPH  WOEMLEY 

JAMES  MILLS 
-  EALPH  WOEMLEY  jnr: 
ELIZABETH  EOBINSON 
HUGH  WALKEE. 
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1781.       J.  EoBERTsoN,  Dep:  C  G  op  Issues,  to  the  Governor,  praying  that  a 

Sept.  8th         Warrant  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  for  six  hundred  thousand 

pounds  on  the  Treasury  of  Virg'a  on  account  of  the  United  States, 

for  eanying  on  the  Commissary  Department  of  which  he  is  Cheif, 

may  be  honored. 

Richmond  He  is  urging  forward  supplies  to  the  Army:  his  assistants  are  daily 
leaving  him,  because  of  their  inabilitj-  to  live  on  their  pay,  and  unless 
aid  is  furnished  him,  he  cannot  carry  on  the  department  as  he  desires, 
for  the  good  "of  the  Continent  in  general  &  in  particular  the  State  I 
receive  the  supplies  from.'' 


Sept.  8th     David  Eoss  to  Col  :  Wm.  Da  vies,  dwelling  upon  the  great  want  of  an 

efficient  Commissary  of  Stores. 

Bichmond  Mr.  Wm.  Armstead  the  incumbent  has  expressed  his  intention  to 
resign — Should  this  occur,  recommends  Mr.  Saml :  Davies  of  Petersburg, 
as  one  well  qualified  in  every  respect,  for  the  place. 


Sept.  9th 


Archibald  Eitchib  to  the  Governor. 


"Honble  Sir, 

Tappahan-  I  pray  your  forgiveness  for  requesting  the  favour  of  an 

"'"'''  answer  to  my  Letter  of  the  25th  Ulto. — With  much  respect 
I  am. 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  Servant.'' 


Sept.  9th 


A.  Eucker  to  Col:  Davies. 


Amherst  Co.  His  instructions  in  regard  to  collecting  supplies,  and  establishing  a 
"Magazine  at  Lyches'  ferry"  have  been  received — Eecommends  Stoval's 
ferry,  fifteen  miles  below  as  a  more  fitting  place,  on  account  of  less  dan- 
ger from  high  water— Flour  and  grain  abundant,  but  unless  the  people 
are  assured  of  payment,  these  articles  cannot  be  procured — Baion  scarce 
for  want  of  Salt. 


Sept. 9th  Lt:  Col;  John  Taylor  to  Gov:  Nelson,  sending  certain  prisoners, 
among  whom  is  Thomas  Ivison,  who  "came  up  in  Walker's  pretended 
Flag  vessel"  to  York  Eiver,  landed  and  secreted  goods  &e. 

Camp  He  returned  with  the  vessel,  and  came  afterwards  to  Urbanna  in 

another  vessel— Having  evidence  of  villiany  in  this  man,  he  had  him 
arrested  and  now  sends  him  to  Eichmond. 
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Lewis  Burwell  to  Archibald   Blair,  applying  for  blank  Commis-       1781. 
sions  to  fill  vacancies  of  Officers  resigned  in  that  County.  Sept.  9th 

Asks  for  "two  dozen."     He  hopes  "to  have  a  hand  in  taking  Corn-  Mecklen- 
wallis"  as  he  shall  go  down  with  the  Militia  in  a  day  or  two.  ^ 


Col:  Benj:  Blunt  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept. 9th 

He  has  been  ordered  by  Genl:  Muhlenbure  to  take  command  of  the       Surry 

Old  C  H 
Militia  to  assemble  at  this  place — Only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 

arrived  chiefly  from  Southampton,  but  the  men  from  Greensville  and 

Brunswick  are  daily  expected — These  are  in  grant  want  of  lead,  flints, 

Salt  and  Camp  Kettles :  indeed  their  guns  are  not  fit  for  action ;  he 

urges  the  importance  of  attention  to  these  wants. 


CoL:  Jno:  Swan  to  Mr.  John  Pierce,  Com:  for  State  of  Va.         Sept.  10th 

"Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  8th  instant  is  now  before  me — I  observe  the    Powhatan 

Co 
contents,  and  for  answer  say,  that  'till  within  these  few  Days  past,  I 

could  not  have  thought  there  had  been  a  man  in  the  County  that  would 
have  hesitated  a  moment  in  giving  up  his  Grain,  or  any  thing  he  pos- 
sessed, that  his  Country  wanted,  but  to  my  great  surprise  &  mortifica- 
tion, I  find  there  is  scarce  a  Man  that  will  Sell  any  part  of  his  property 
to  the  Country — I  have  had  a  young  Gent:  these  six  days  past  constantly 
riding  from  House  to  House  endeavouring  to  engage  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  Wheat  for  2000  Bis:  of  flour  (the  quantity  required)  together 
with  all  the  Cattle  he  could  get,  and  returned  this  morning,  without 
engaging  a  single  Beef  or  a  Busl  of  wheat,  which  is  what  I  cannot  acet: 
for,  especially  when  I  recollect  how  cheerfully  they  gave  up  every  thing 
I  required  of  them  but  a  little  time  ago.  Their  reply  is,  they  dont 
know  what  quantity  of  wheat  they  can  spare,  that  they  have  not  trod 
it  out,  and  wou'd  not  wish  to  engage  it  before  they  know,  that  they  have 
no  Cattle  to  spare,  that  the  Country  is  already  indebted  to  them  &  they 
can't  get  their  Pay — this  is  the  language  of  allmost  the  whole  of  the 
Country — Surely  the  Devil  has  got  into  them — Mr.  Saunders,  Capt: 
Williamson,  &  I  understand  Mr.  Pleasants  who  owns  Mills  &  have  manu-  . 
factured  for  the  Country,  declare  they  will  not  undertake  to  manufac- 
ture another  Bushel  for  the  Public,  unless  some  person  or  persons  makes 
themselves  liable,  if  they  shou'  Suffer  on  Acct  of  the  flour  being  in  their 
Mill — Colo  James  is  grinding  up  the  last  of  the  old  wheat."  *  *  * 
"I  was  obliged  to  pay  Col:  James  the  other  day  3500,  for  100  flour  barls 
and  that,  before  he  struck  a  stroke  to  them — I  know  not  how  to  get  any 
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1781.  more— the  money  is  out  &  I  cannot  force  men  to  work— I  am  apprehen- 
Sept.  10th  sive  the  people  wont  get  their  wheat  out  for  fear  I  should  seize  it— If 
this  is  their  notion,  God  knows  what  we  shall  do— it  makes  me  tired  of 
the  business,  and  I  seriously  wish  you  would  appoint  some  other  Person. 
I  have  engaged  with  Colo  James  to  Grind  what  of  the  present  Crop  may 
be  convey'd  to  his  Mill,  for  which  I  give  him  the  Bight  part  of  the 
Wheat  &  the  Brand— it  is  high,  but  he  would  not  do  it  for  any  thing 
•    less."  ***** 

I  am  Sir,  yr:  hbl  Servant." 


Sept.  10th        F.  Webb  junr,  informs  Col:  Da  vies  that  Continental  money  is  only 
Treasury        received  in  that  Office  for  Taxes— An  Order  for  the  Bounty  due  the 
^^"^  recruits  from  a  County  can  be  paid,  and  the  Continental  money  taken 
for  any  taxes  due  from  said  County. 


Sept.  10th  CoL :  JoHN  PAGE  TO  Gov :  Nelson. 

Dear  Sir, 

Camp  near  As  Numbers  of  our  County  men  have  suffered  severely  from 

Duvals  ^j^^  Enemy's  Depredations,  &  are  likely  to  suffer  still  further  by  the 
Execution  of  an  Order  from  the  Marquiss  (as  I  am  informed  by  Col: 
Taylor  Commdg:  at  this  place)  for  sending  on  to  his  Camp  all  the 
Beaves  driven  out  of  the  way  of  the  Enemy  &  all  that  can  be  procured. 
I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  the  Hardships  they  will  suffer  &  the  Incon- 
veniences the  public  must  sustain  if  this  order  is  carried  into  Execution. 
The  People  will  not  only  be  reduced  to  Beggary,  if  their  Stocks  are 
taken  from  them,  as  they  must  be,  to  feed  the  Army  now  here,  if  any 
more  be  sent  out  of  ye  County,  after  losing  all  their  Grain,  and  their 
present  Crop,  which  many  of  them  have  not  been  able  to  work,  but  they 
will  be  actually  in  Danger  of  Starving. 

The  inconveniences  to  the  public,  and  the  Loss  of  Stock  in  passing 
them  over  York  Eiver,  as  lately  60  were  drowned,  &  that  still  greater 
one  of  being  hereafter  obliged  to  depend  on  Supplies  brought  from  a 
great  Distance  to  feed  the  Army  in  this  Neck,  which  might  have  been 
supplied  from  this  &  the  adjacent  Counties,  had  the  stock  been  driven 
out  of  the  way  of  the  Enemy  into  Some  Safe  Place  in  the  rear  of  our 
Camp,  &  reserved  for  that  Purpose — It  will  be  hard  upon  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  these  plundered  Counties,  if  they  alone  should  be  com- 
pelled to  feed  both  their  Enemies  and  Friends,  &  then  be  reduced  to  give 
up  a  considerable  Proportion  of  their  Shattered  Fortunes  to  purchase 
even  their  daily  Food  from  Speculators  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Coun- 
try— Excuse  me  if  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  have  large  sup- 
plies of  all  Sorts  of  Provisions  brought  from  the  upper  Counties  &  draw 
as  little  as  possible  from  the  distressed  Families  below.    On  my  return 
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to  Camp  (I  suppose  you  received  my  letter  by  Maj :  Nelson)  I  found  our       1781. 
Militia  under  one  pretence  or  another  had  skulked  at  Home — I  am  now    Sept.  10th 
endeavouring  to  draw  out  every  man  of  them  &  hope  to  make  striking 
Example  of  the  Offenders  so  as  to  deter  other  Militia  Men  from  staying 
at  Home  a  Day  after  they  shall  be  called  out."  *  *  * 

"I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  the  Fleet  &c  of  our  great  and 
generous  Ally,  a  Friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed! 

Once  once  my  dear  Sir,  let  me  advise  you  to  call  vigorously  on  every 
County,  especially  those  out  of  the  Enemy's  reach  for  their  full  Proportion 
of  Beef,  for  the  use  of  the  Army ;  &  let  all  the  Stocks  &c,  which  can,  by 
any  Force  you  can  raise  be  driven  out  of  the  way  of  the  Enemy,  leav- 
ing it  optional,  except  in  Emergencies,  to  the  owners  to  sell  to  any  Per- 
sons they  may  chuse — &c.  *  *  *  * 

I  am  most  sincerely  &  affect:" 

yors: 


Capt:  John  Pryor  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  lOth' 

He  is  glad  to  hear  the  arms  are  likely  to  arrive  soon,  as  great  will  be  Camp  near 
the  demands  on  him  "from  the  Hosts  of  Militia"  expected  in  camp.  Williamsb'g 
But  feeling  certain  that  most  of  these  troqps  will  be  disbanded  when 
Genl:  Washington  arrives,  asks  for  instructions  as  to  disposing  of  their 
arms — ^Has  employed  a  person  to  collect  from  the  people  the  arms  picked 
up  after  the  action  at  James  Town,  which  are  chiefly  State  property — 
Eegrets  to  hear,  matters  are  so  badly  conducted  at  Jurone's  Store — 
Capt:  Bohannan  should  be  there,  having  first  established  connections 
with  the  Army  Northward,  under  proper  Conductors — iMusket  cart- 
ridges, &  slow-match  so  scarce,  that  he  is  constantly  on  the  borrow  from 
"the  Continent,"  and  his  three  Traveling  Forges  are  without  tools  & 
armorers  and  often  without  horses^The  Marquis  has  called  on  him  for 
tools  &c  to  be  charged  to  "the  Continent."  Major  Washington  has  just 
directed  his  attention  to  the  two  thousand  Cartouch  Boxes,  at  Annapo- 
lis, which  Gov:  I;ee  says  belong  to  Virginia — This  shows  great  neglect 
in  the  Agent  at  Phila  for  not  making  proper  arrangements  for  trans- 
porting such  articles  to  their  destination.  He  desires  to  be  furnished 
with  a  complete  Eeturn  of  all  the  Military  Stores  in  the  State,  in  as 
much  as  Genl :  Washington  will  most  certainly  call  on  him  for  one,  upon 
his  arrival — ^Has  never  been  able  to  procure  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  arms  brought  to  Fauquier  Co.  H.  from  the  North,  and  altho'  Genl: 
Weedon  is  making  every  exertion  to  have  the  ammunition  at  that  place 
brought  down  to  Camp,  when  matters  get  once  arranged,  he  will  be 
happy  to  dispense  with  his  interference. 

The  Marquis  wishes  all  the  Intrenching  Tools  properly  repaired  and 
ground  and  sent  to  James  Town  as  soon  as  possible.     He  is  instructed 
by  the  latter  not  to  send  any  arms  to  the  South  Side  of  James  Eiver  as 
52 
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1781.       the  Militia  are  all  to  cross  to  the  North  Side — A  Conductor  of  Military 

Sept."  10th    Stores  has  been  sent  over  to  the  Gloucester  part  of  the  Army,  which,  a 

thousand  strong,  has  never  had  one.     Maupin  will  be  down  soon,  with 

the  lead  &  Powder  so  much  needed  for  the  Eiflemen — &e.       *        *        * 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

yours  very  EespectfuUy. 


Sept.  10th  Thos:  Pierce  to  Gov:  Nelson 

Smithfield  He  has  been  honored  with  the  enclosures,  covering  Eesolutions  of  the 
Executive  respecting  "estrays,"  and  shall  use  every  exertion  to  foward 
the  interests  of  the  Country  at  this  most  important  crisis — Agrees  with 
his  Excellency  that  every  exertion  should  be  made  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
spirit  of  licentiousness  so  prevalent  in  the  lower  part  of  that  Country, 
and  trusts  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty 
shall  again  be  enjoyed. 

He  has  been  constantly  in  communication  with  the  men-of-war  in 
Warwich  Bay ;  has  been  riding  to  and  fro,  in  order  to  procure  them 
supplies,  of  vegetables  and  fresh  meats ;  and  has  paid  especial  attention 
to  preventing  the  extravagant  prices  demanded  by  the  people — No  large 
quantity  of  vinegar  can  be  procured,  on  accent  of  the  total  loss  of  fruit 
this  year;  but  by  getting  a  few  gallons  at  the  several  houses,  he  hopes 
to  be  able  to  supply  what  is  necessary — This  and  all  other  articles 
needed  will  be  sent  to  College  Landing  as  soon  as  practicable — Expresses 
anxious  desire  to  render  eflcient  service  ''on  this  present  great  and 
glorious  occation''  &c. 


Sept.  10th  Capt  :  John  Pryor  to  Col  :  Davies. 

Camp  near  Is  glad  to  hear  Prazer  is  ordered  to  remain  at  Eichmond — He  will  be 
lams  g  foyjj(j  ^gj,y  efacient  in  fowarding  materials  of  war,  and  as  a  vehicle 
of  communication  with  Capt:  Bohannan — Adds  "Our  operations  seem 
to  be  a  little  stagnant  here,  waiting  the  arrival  of  his  Excell'y  Genl: 
Washington— I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  Sr.  Saml:  Hood  with  16 
Sail  of  the  Line  paid  a  visit  to  our  Capes  and  took  a  blow  or  so  wth  the 
Ct.  de  Grass,  and  ran  away  manfully,  the  Ct.  pursuing  him,  leaving  6 
^  sail  of  the  Line  to  watch  his  Lordship's  motions.     I  wish  it  may  not 

turn  out  a  Lord  Howe's  manoeuvre  upon  Count  de  Estaing." 


Sept.  10th        Alex:  Sparks,  Com:  P.  Tax,  reports  the  amount  of  grain  and  Tobacco 
WestmorePd  collected  as  Specific  Tax  in  that  County  for  1780  and  81— Total  amount 
of  grain  3206  Bush:  Com— 617  Bush:  of  Oats,  and  2555  lbs.  Tobacco, 
besides  "Spirits,  Bacon  &c"— 
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Chas:  Dick  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

Sept.  lOth 

All  his  Books  and^pers  having  been  sent  off  for  security,  upon  the  Fredei-ic'sb'g 
late  advance  of  the  Enemy,  he  is  not  able  to  give  as  full  or  as  speedy  a 
report  as  desired — The  work  under  his  charge,  was  erected  for  the 
making  of  small  arms  only — Other  military  stores  are  under  his  care — 
The  Public  Magazine  is  close  by,  but  not  finished — if  it  were,  and  stores 
in  it,  the  public  would  be  benefitted  by  putting  it  under  the  Director  of 
the  Factory — He  encloses  an  account*  of  the  arms  made,  repaired  and 
issued  since  Jany:  Ist  last  to  September  1st — 15  new  stand  remaining, 
and  no  old  ones  worth  repairing.  There  would  have  been  more,  but  for 
the  great  want  of  money  to  pay  workmen  and  procure  supplies,  and  the 
loss  of  one  whole  month — Cannot  give  the  number  of  arms  made  pr: 
month,  but  only  a  general,  average — When  the  mechanics  are  at  work, 
the  best  of  them  are  employed  by  the  Piece ;  and  without  interruption 
and  a  proper  supply  of  money  one  hundred  stand  can  be  turned  out  pr : 
month — The  Workmen's  wages  are  from  3  shillings  to  6  shilhngs  pr: 
day  according  to  merit — They  have  of  late  been  paid  at  500  for  one  but 
they  cannot  get  rid  of  the  currency  to  supply  their  wants  except  at 
from  six  to  eight  hundred  for  one,  and  some  of  the  tradesmen  refuse  the 
paper  money  altogether — This  is  very  hard  upon  them,  and  unless  some- 
thing is  done,  to  releive  them,  the  workmen  will  all  desert.     *     *    *    * 

He  hopes  the  irregularities  growing  out  of  the  late  confusion,  &  the 
utter  want  of  discipline  among  ofiicers  and  men  will  be  overlooked. 
And  now  that  the  "Bay  is  clear''  he  expects  a  supply  of  Bar  Iron  and 
"Gun  Scalps"  from  Baltimore.  The  German  Steel  not  yet  come,  none 
to  be  gotten  there  and  much  wanted — A  vast  quantity  of  Files  are  worn 
out  on  Gun-Barrels,  Gun  Locks,  Bayonets  and  Ram  rods  &c. 


Levin  Jotnes  to  Col  :  Davies.  Sept.  10th 

"Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  August  was  this  day  received — I  wrote    Accomack 
you  about  Ten  days  ^goe  that  Mr.  Crew  might  command  any  services  I 
could  render  him,  but  he  has  not  appeared  to  need  them — 

We  have  had  most  alarming  times  this  Summer,  all  along  shore,  from 
a  sett  of  Barges  manned  mostly  by  our  own  negroes  who  have  run  off — 
These  fellows  were  really  dangerous  to  an  individual  singled  out  for 
their  vengeance  whose  property  lay  exposed — They  burnt  several 
houses — I  have  been  informed  Capt:  Robertson  who  had  a  principle 
hand  in  this  Business  was  taken  a  few  days  agoe  at  the  Cape — 

There  was  another  sett  of  Villians,  no  loss  dangerous  than  the  Barges, 
inhabitants  of  this  County:  they  would  assemble  six  or  eight  together 

*  Not  found. 
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1781.       and  Eob  from  house  to  house  in  remote  places.    Three  of  the  latter  class 
Sept.  10th    were  caught  some  time  agoe,  and  hung  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  more 
than  a  hundred  of  their  neighbours.     This  act  of  violence  seems  Justi- 
fied by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  as  it  put  an  immediate  stop  to  that 
•     kind  of  mischief"  ***** 

I  am,  Dear  Colo 

Tour  most  Obt  Servant. 


Sept.  11th  Gov:  Nelson  to  trov:  Burke  of  N.  Carolina. 

"  Sir, 
Williamsb'g  I  arrived  here  this  day.     Part  of  our  Troops  are  below  within 

eight  miles  of  York :  the  French  &  most  of  the  Continental  Troops  lie 
still  a  mile  or  two  above — Our  force  is  daily  growing  stronger  &  I  flat- 
ter myself  we  shall  very  soon  circumscribe  Cornwallis  within  narrower 
Limits  than  he  has  lately  been  accustomed  to.  We  have  had  informa- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  Northern  Troops  under  his  Excellency  Genl: 
Washington,  at  the  head  of  Elk — They  were  to  come  down  by  water  & 
may  be  every  minute  expected — Last  week  a  British  Fleet  appeared  off 
our  Capes,  which  drew  out  the  Count  de  Grasse  with  the  greater  part 
of  his  Fleet.  It  is  said  they  engaged,  &  thab  after  a  smart  conflict  the 
Britons  fled  &  were  pursued  by  the  French.  They  have  not  yet  returned, 
nor  have  we  heard  anything  from  them,  which  can  be  depended  on,  but 
from  their  superiority  our  Hopes  are  very  high.  I  shall  continue  here 
until  the  Fate  of  York  is  determined;  unless  the  Meeting  of  an  Assem- 
bly obliges  me  sooner  to  leave  the  Field:  &  I  expect  to  have  the  Plea- 
sure of  communicating  to  you  from  Time  to  Time  Events  of  the  most 
agreeable  Nature." 


Sept.  11th        Eich'd  Anderson  Jnr:  encloses  to  Col :  Davies,  his  "  register  of  Estrays" 

Louisa  Co.    and  list  of  persons  employed  in  collecting  and  driving  Cattle.     He  is 

required  by  Mr.  Brown  to  procure  in  that  County  as  much  wheat  as  will 

make  "1000  Blls:  of  Flour,"  but  unless  exemption  from  military  duty 

can  be  given  to  the  workmen,  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  barrels  made. 


Sept.  11th  Major  Wm.  Boyoe  to  Genl:  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  enclosing  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Court  Martial,  held  for  the  trial  of  Dr.  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, charged  with  bringing  into  Camp  persons  infected  with  the  Small 
pox. 

Surry  C.  H.  Found  guilty,  and  was  then  in  confinement.  Major  Boyce  thinks 
him  inimical  "towards  the  great  &  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged"  and  deserves  no  pity— But  for  the  sake  of  his  family,  recom- 
mends his  being  bailed— coricludes—"  I  have  about  200  men   at   this 
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place,  chiefly  County  Militia,  not  more  than  half  of  them  arm'd,  and       1781. 
them  but  very  indifferently — they  -would  wish  to  be  well  arm'd   and    Sept.  llth 
taken  into  the  Field,  that  they  might  receive  Some  satisfaction  for  the 
Injuries  done  them  by  Lord  Cornwallis  &  his  Plunderers,  when  they 
marched  through  this  County." 


Col:  Will:  Clayton,  informs  Gov:  ISTelson,  that  he  has  made  every    Sept.  llth 
effort,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  to  procure  horses  for  the    New  Kent 
Army,  from  the  people  of  that  County,  but  so  far  has  gotten  one  only 
which  he  has  handed  over  to  Mr.  Herbert  Claiborne — All  his  own  had 
been  taken  by  the  British,  or  he  would  gladly  "lend  them  to  the  Public. 


CoL:  Benj:  Blunt  to  Brig:  Genl  Mtthlenburg,  reporting  the  strength    Sept.  llth 

of  his  force. 

He  has   collected  the   Militia   of  Southampton,  Sussex,  Dinwiddle,       Surry 

Old  C   H 
Greensville  &  Amelia,  in  all  amounting  "to  five  hundred  and  ten  Infantry 

and  thirty  nine  Horse — The  Brunswick  militia  under  Col:  Eliot  are  just 

coming  in,  "two  hundred  and  thirty  Infantry  and  thirty  two  Horse'', 

but  with  only  about  twenty  guns.    He  has  "only  80  muskets,  and  120 

small  guns",  and  the  Horsemen  are  well  mounted  but  are  in  want  of 

Swords.     Has  sent  expresses  over  the  Country  to  collect  small  guns,  but 

could  get  none.     The  bearer  Major  Lucas  will  give  further  information, 

and  will  return  with  instructions  as  to  where  he  shall  march,  &c. 


Jos:  Jones,  J.  Madison  jnr:  Theo.  Bland  &  Ed:  Eandolph  Del:  to    Sept.  llth 

Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 

Another  post  has  arrived  without  our  being  favored  with  a  line  Philadelphia 
from  your  Excellency — 

A  letter  has  been  received  by  the  President  of  this  State  from  Gov- 
ernor Livingston  containing  intelligence  that  General  Clinton  is  prepar- 
ing to  embark  a  large  body  of  troops  at  New  York,  which  is  to  be 
landed  in  the  Jerseys  and  to  penetrate  southwardly  in  order  .to  controul 
the  reinforcements  going  to  Virginia — The  posture  of  opposition  which 
we  hope  will  be  taken  by  this  State  and  that  of  N.  Jersey,  with  the 
force  under  Genl:  Heath  on  the  North  River,  which  will  be  in  the  rear 
of  such  a -movement  render  it  very  little  formidable. 

We  have  had  no  information  since  our  last,  either  of  the  British  fleet 

under  Admirals  Graves  &  Hood,  or  that  of  the  French  under  Admiral 

de  Barras — 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  Esteem  & 

respect.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  yr:  Excel- 
lency's most  obt  &  hubl.  Servants." 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

Sept.  11th  . 

Camp  near  Expresses  the  utmost  astonishment  that  Maupin  who  had  just  arrived 
Williamsb'g  gjjQ^,i(j  j^ave  been  allowed  to  leave  Eiehmond  without  the  Powder  and 
Lead  for  the  hundreds  of  Riflemen,  who  are  now  useless  without  these 
articles.  He  "has  not  had  a  moment's  rest"  for  applications  for  them, 
and  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  such  apparent  neglect  of  the  interests 
of  the  Army  at  this  critical  time.  He  is  blamed  daily,  and  must  insist 
upon  the  utmost  regard  for  his  directions  in  future  in  this  respect. 


Sept.  11th  Col:  James  Hendbioks  to  Col:  Davies. 

Alexandria  He  is  aware  of  the  great  want  of  provisions  below,  having  frequently 
been  urged  by  Majr.  Claiborne  on  this  head. 

He  has  written  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  all  the  surrounding 
County  Commissioners,  Co  Lieuts  &  County  Courts  but  they  have  not 
collected  the  provisions — why  he  knows  not — He  could  transport  "any 
amount"  if  it  were  on  hand;  having  engaged  a  number  of  vessels  for 
the  purpose — ■ 

Continues  "My  God!  why  is  the  Militia  called  out?  You  will  very 
shortly  have  from  13  to  14,000  regular  Soldiers  with  you — the  Militia 
ought  to  have  been  employed  in  Threshing  out  their  Grain,  and  the 
wagons  by  them  collected  for  to  carry  their;  baggage,  in  carrying  the 
flour  as  fast  as  manufactured,  to  the  Army  or  Navigation — his  Excel- 
lency Genl:  Washington  hath,  with  his  usual  wisdom  ordered  the  Bat- 
tallion  from  this  County,  instead  of  marching  to  Wmsburg  to  repair  the 
roads  for  his  Convoy  coming  on.'' 


Sept.  11th  Col:  Lewis  Burwell  to  Col:  Davies,  in  reply. 

Meokleiibu'g  He  can  procure  a  large  quantity  of  Wheat  in  the  County,  but  the 
*-'°'  Mills  are  all  dry  at  this  Season — Vinegar  very  scarce:  has  only  about 
one  hundred  gallons  which  he  will  send  down — Recommends  the  policy 
of  buying  up  the  wheat  and  storing  it — Asks  for  instructions  in  regard 
to  the  Law  for  seizing  one  tenth  the  Cattle,  in  as  much  as  there  is  a  dis- 
pute between  the  Sheriffs  and  the  People,  on  this  head. 


Sept.  11th  Capt:  Rlch'd  Young  reports  to  Col:  Davies,  that  there  are  no  Military 
Prederio'sb'g  Stores  on  hand  at  that  place,  except  a  few  out  of  repair:  which  will  be 
sent  to  the  gunnery  at  once  for  repairs — In  future  he  will  be  particular 
in  his  returns,  giving  names  of  those  to  whom  delivered,  and  whether 
the  property  of  the  State  oi'  Continent.  There  are  many  yet  at  Fau- 
quier Co  House,  which  he  will  send  down  at  once. 
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Genl:  a.  Spotswood  to  .  1781. 

"My  d/.  Sir,  "  Sept.  11th 

I  came  oif  and  forgot  to  send  the  uniform  Jacket,     my      Seldon'a 
Servant  neglected  to  put  me  in  mind  of  it,  and  left  it  m  charge  of  a 
negroe  of  Mr.  Gaits,  to  whom  I  have  wrote  and  requested  him  to  send 
it  to  you. 

Should  the  waistcoat  not  he  recovered,  I  wish  to  have  them  made  to 
fit  such  a  man  as  the  one  who  wished  to  be  employed  as  an  artificer — I 
wish  the  whole  to  be  Blue,  or  half  Blue  &  half  Green,  or  half  white — if 
not  convenient  to  face  the  Jackets  have  them  edged;  if  Blue  or  White 
edged  with  Eed — if  green  edged  with  white — each  Jacket  to  have  side 
pockets  abt  midway  the  waistcoat — The  Jackets  Button  as  a  waistcoat 
as  high  as  the  pit  of  the  Stomach,  and  then  to  Turn  of  with  a  narrow 
freneh  Lappel. 

I  think  you  may  provide  for  500  men — do  my  dr  Sr  have  me  well 
equipt,  and  then  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  to  economy. 

I  am  with  friendship  &  Esteem 

yrs:  Sincerely." 


'     Major  Eich'd  Claibokne  to  Col:  Da  vies.  Sept.  llth 

"Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  the  8th  respecting    Richmond 
the  best  mode  for  bringing  the  Brigaded  teams  into  Service :  and  the 
exertions  of  the  Quarter  Master  General's  department  in  this  State, 
towards  supplying  the  French  Troops  with  wagons. 

I  have  considered  the  mode  adopted  by  the  government  for  Brigading 
the  teams  in  the  Country  and  like  it  much ;  but  find  that  it  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  answer  the  design.  I  would  propose  that  every  Wagon,  Team 
and  driver  be  Brigaded,  without  loss  of  Time,  under  proper  Conductors: 
and  that  every  owner  of  a  Driver,  Team  or  Wagon  should  have  a  Certifi- 
cate from  the  County  Commissioner,  or  whose  ever  business  it  is,  and 
countersigned  by  the  Conductor,  that  the  said  Wagon,  team  &  driver 
are  Brigaded  and  to  remain  so  until  orders  are  received  to  the  contrary 
from  Government,  or  be  subject  to  impresses — That  every  driver  shall 
have  a  Certificate  signed  by  the  Commissioner  and  Countersigned  by  the 
Conductor  in  whose  Brigade  he  is,  that  no  interruption  may  take  place 
to  him,  his  Wagon  or  Team  by  the  Impressors :  or  delay  be  caused  to 
either  of  them  by  re'ference  when  the  distance  might  be  considerable : 
that  no  owner  or  driver,  of  a  team  or  Wagon  shall  lend  or  hire  the  same 

to  go  further  than miles  from  the  place  of  his  residence,  without 

first  obtaining  written  permission  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  his 
County  or  the  Conductor  of  the  Brigade  to  which  he  belongs :  but  be 
ready  with  their  Wagon  and  Team,  whenever  they  may  be  called  upon 
for  the  service  of  the  public:  that  the  Co^iductors  be  subject  to  the 
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1781.  orders  of  the  Commissioners  of  their  County:  make  returns  of  any 
Sept.  11th  changes  or  accidents  which  may  happen  in  their  Brigades;  and  see  that 
each  Driver  team  &  Wagon  are  paraded  in  time,  whenever  they  may  be 
called  for — I  likewise  find  from  experience  that  the  plan  is  calculated 
more  to  answer  future,  than  present  purposes — Were  wagons  convenient 
to  the  different  Posts  of  the  Quarter  Masters,  so  that  they  could  call 
them  occasionally  as  the  Service  might  require,  the  plan  would  do  well : 
but  when  they  have  to  come  a  considerable  distance  to  answer  small 
purposes,  it  is  an  expense  without  any  benefit :  however  as  I  see  no  way 
of  remedying  these  inconveniences  while  the  Continent  does  not  support 
the  war,  independent  of  the  means  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  I  cannot 
devise  a  better  way,  than  that  the  Continental  Agents  shall  have  power 
to  call  on  the  County  Commissioners  for  such  a  number  as  they  shall 
want.  Keeping  them  in  Service  for  such  an  exact  time,  and  giving  timely 
notice,  so  that  a  releif  may  be  Sent." 

^  Jp  ^  Jjc  ^ 

"  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  teams  will  find  constant  employment, 
but  it  would  be  inconsistent  to  discharge  them  for  want  of  a  few  days 
or  hours  work — It  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  interest  of  the  Citizen, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Public  in  this  matter,  and  not  make  the  periods 
for  their  services  longer  than  their  circumstances  will  admit — At  par- 
ticular seasons  few  men  can  spare  their  Wagons  without  injury  to  their 
other  property;  therefore  regard  should  be  had  to  those  &  likewise  to 
such  as  will  not  be  so  material,  and  the  times  calculated  accordingly — I 
would  propose  that  the  shortest  period  be  a  fortnight  from  the  time  of 
their  being  received  by  the  Continental  Agent;  and  that,  should  a  releif 
not  come,  agreeable  to  the  time  appointed,  the  teams  then  in  service 
shall  remain  until  it  does  arrive — That  every  driver  shall  have  a  proper 
discharge  in  writing  signed  by  the  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Master  or 
Agent,  for  whom  they  have  been  acting,  when  the  tour  is  performed, 
specifying  the  time  they  have  served,  and  be  regularly  to  their  Con- 
ductors, who  shall  transmit  them  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  County, 
that  they  may  be  entered  to  his  credit,  or  it  will  not  be  considered  a 
tour  of  duty— These  regulations  may  be  extended  to  the  vessells.  Boats, 
&  Crews  likewise" — 

***** 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  respect  &  esteem.  Sir, 
your  obt.  humble  ServaYit." 


Sept.  12th  Gov:  Nelson  TO  David  Eoss. 

"Sir, 

Williamsb'g  The  great  Distress  the  Army  is  now  suffering,  from  the  want  of 

Flour  &  Meal  induces  me  to  write  to  you,  although  I  am  persuaded  you 
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are  exerting  yourself  in  this  Business — Petersburg,  I  beleive  promises       1781. 
fairest  for  an  immediate  supply,  &  thither  I  would  beg  you  to  turn  your    Sept.  12th 
attention,  unless  you  know  of  some  Place  more  likely  to  satisfy  our 
wants — You  will  be  good  enough  to  continue  your  assistance  to  the 
Commissary,  which  I  know  will  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  him  &  con- 
sequently to  the  Country.  '  ^  * 

I  am  Sir,  &c." 


L.  Wood  Jnr:  Sol.  to  the  Governor,  in  reply  to  his,  requesting  "a    Sept.  I2th 
particular  account  of  monies  expended  for  the  Kentucky  &  Illinois 
departments." 

There  are  no  books  in  his  oflSce  relating  to  those  departments — those  Solicitor's 
of  the  Auditor's  Office  may  furnish  the  information ;  but  entries  so  far  *^® 

found,  are  so  obscure,  and  the  unfortunate  loss  of  the  Papers  in  January 
last  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  comply  with  his  Excellency's  request"  &c. 


Herbert  Claiborne  to  Gov:  Nelson,  expressing  his  great  regret  at    Sept.  12th 
not  being  able  to  procure  horses  for  the  use  of  the  French. 

He  has  delivered  only  eight,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Baffin  and  him- 
self— Has  the  promise  of  more.  Assures  him  he  has  used  every  effort 
to  persuade  "the  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance"  to  comply  with  his 
request,  so  that  orders  for  impressing  may  not  become  necessary.  Con- 
cludes, "  I  am  exceedingly  Sorry  I  was  not  at  home  when  you  call'd  on 
me,  it  would  have  given  me  inexpressible  pleasure — and  must  hope  for 
that  pleasure  when  it's  convenient  to  you.  I  should  have  waited  on 
you  in  person,  but  can  assure  you  I  have  not  a  Horse. 

I  remain,  Hon'd  Sir, 

with  grate  Eespect,  yours 

most  sincerely  &c." 


Col:  Geo:  Carrington  reports  that  Col:  Skipwith  had  marched  with    Sept.  12th 
the  Militia  of  that  County,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  men,  but  in  expec-  Cumberland 
tation  of  more  joining  him — He  had  a  sufficiency  of  arms  for  the  men         ^°- 
then  with  him. 


Col:  Winder  Kenner's  receipt  for  2146  galls:  rum,  landed  from  the    Sept.  12th 

Brig  "Bellows,"  Latouche,  Master,  and  impressed  for  the  State.  Northum- 

berland Co] 

63 


418  CALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPEES. 


1781.  David  Eoss  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Sept.  12th 
Richmond       He  has  been  at  Petersburg  urging  the  Millers  to  get  to  work.     The 

two  chief  mills  out  of  repair,  and  are  in  possession  of  the  Commis- 
saries— Thinks  they  had  better  continue  so  until  repaired,  and  when 
their  owners  may  be  disposed  to  contract  with  the  Public — "  They  talk 
of  nothing  but  hard  money  for  their  flour." 

He  is  about  to  proceed  up  the  Country  in  search  of  flour,  and  shall 
use  every  endeavor  to  procure  a  good  supply.  He  is  offered  some,  but 
not  of  good  quality,  and  will  not  contract  to  furnish  the  French  agent, 
except  with  flour  of  unexceptionable  quality.  The  want  of  vessels  has 
been  seriously  felt,  but  this  is  nearly  removed.  This  part  of  the  County 
has  far  from  recovered  from  the  severe  visitations  of  the  Enemy. 


Sept.  12th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Williamsh'g  "Since  my  arrival  in  Camp,  I  have  understood  that  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  intrenching  tools  collected,  nor  is  there  a  prospect 
of  procuring  them  near  this  place — I  am  therefore  to  desire  that  you 
will  give  orders  to  have  all  the  tools  fit  for  this  purpose,  which  are  to  be 
met  with  in  Eichmond,  or  elsewhere  within  your  reach  taken  and  sent 
down. 

Not  a  grain  of  flour  has  yet  arrived  from  above,  nor  is  there  at  present 
a  grain  of  meal  in  Camp.  The  greatest  distress  prevails  on  this  account, 
and  how  we  are  to  remedy  it  in  time,  I  know  not.  I  beg  of  you  to  urge 
the  persons  engaged  in  this  business,  to  the  utmost  industry  and  dis- 
patch. Water  carriage  from  Eichmond  is  too  tedious  to  afford  the  releif 
we  want.     For  immediate  use  some  ought  to  be  sent  by  land  if  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yr:  mo:  ob:  Servant. 


Sept.  12th        Col:  W.  Edmonds,  encloses  to  the   Executive  nominations  for  the 
Fauquier  Co.  County   Court,    Magistrates   &c   and   Militia   Officers   appointed,  with 
request  for  Blank  Commissions  for  the  same. 


Sept.  12th  Gov :  Nelson  to  Col  :  Blunt. 

"Sir, 
Williainsb'g  Your  Letter  of  yesterday  by  Major  Lucas  is  just  received.     The 

alacrity  with  which  the  Militia  turn  out,  on  this  occasion,  gives  me 
great  Pleasure.  On  account  of  Provisions,  it  is  necessary  that  you 
continue  at  your  present  Post  till  further  Orders. 

I  am  &c. 
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Gov:  I^ELsoN  TO  Major  Boycb.         ,  1781. 

Sept.  12th 
"Your  Letter  to  the  Marquis  La  Fayette,  dated  yesterday  has  been  Williamsb'g 
referred  to  me.     Until  I  can  give  it  proper  attention,  and  till  farther 
orders,  you  will  keep  Dr.  Campbell  in  Custody. 

I  am  Sir  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Anthony  Thornton  Jr:  Caroline  Co.  Sept.  I2th 

"Sir: 

A  large  Body  of  Troops  being  expected  in  a  few  Days  down  the  "Williamsb'g 
Bay,  under  his  Excellency  Genl:  Washington,  which  will  probably  land 
in  Gloucester,  I  beg  that  you  will  have  all  the  Flour  you  can  procure  at 
Port  Eoyal,  or  in  any  part  of  Caroline  or  the  adjacent  Country,  sent  in 
Vessels  round  into  Piankatanli  with  all  possible  Dispatch.  I  have  taken 
the  Liberty  of  giving  you  this  Trouble  from  a  conviction  that  your  zeal 
for  your  Country's  Good  will  incline  you  to  undertake  a  Business  so 
serviceable  to  it  &  that  your  Influence  will  enable  you  to  execute  it  with 
the  greatest  success. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  mo :  obed :  &  very  humb 

&c  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Capt:  Callender.  -     Sept.  I2th 

Sir, 

I  request  that  you  will  immediately  proceed  up  James  &  Appomat-  Williamsb'g 

tox  Elvers,  &   give  your  assistance   to   the   Commissaries  &   Persons 

employed  in  procureing  &  sending  Provisions  to  the  Army.     You  will 

push  down,  with  the  utmost  Dispatch  all  Vessels  you  meet  with  which 

are  loaded  &  impress  such  vessels  &  their  Crews  as  are  not  engaged  in 

the  Public  Service. 

I  am  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Wells.  Sept.  12th 

"Sir, 

The  great  want  of  Flour  &  Meal  in  the  Army,  requires  that  every  Williamsb'g 
possible  measure  be  adopted  to  procure  supplies,  &  that  persons  of  Influ- 
ence &  activity  engage  in  this  Business — I  therefore  request  Sir,  that 
you  will  undertake  to  procure  these  Articles  in  the  Isle  of  Wyght  & 
the  neighboring  Counties,  where  your  Exertions  I  am  persuaded  will 
have  great  Effect — You  will  take  possession  of  Mills  proper  for  your 
Purpose  &  you  may  assure  the  People  that  the  Corn  they  advance  on 
this  occasion  shall,  if.  they  require  it,  be  replaced — You  will  also  take 
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1781.       what  spirits  you  can  meet  with  for  the  use  of  the  Army — Vinegar  too 
Sept.  12th    is  much  wanted ;  and  Capt  Pierce  of  Smithfleld  has  been  appointed  to 
provide  it — To  him  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  application  for  what  he 
has  gotten,  &  you  will  besides  endeavour  to  procure  elsewhere. 

I  am  Sir,  &c." 


Sept.  13th  CoL :  Geo.  Nicholas,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

Desires  Col :  Davies  to  inform  his  Excellency  of  the  exact  amount  of 
ammunition  on  hand — The  great  expenditure  that  may  be  expected 
during  the  operations  at  York,  demands  that  provision  be  made  for  a 
suflSeient  supply — The  Horses  collected  must  be  sent  down  immediately, 
as  the  French  cannot  move  without  them. 


Sept.  13th  Jno:  Pierce  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Richmond  I  was  this  day  sent  for  to  attend  the  Lieutenant  Governor  &  Coun- 

cil, when  they  produced  a  letter  from  your  Excellency  describing  the 
distressed  situation  the  Army  was  in  for  the  want  of  provisions.  I  find 
myself  exceedingly  affected  at  the  melancholy  representation,  especially 
as  the  chief  dependence  is  on  me  for  their  support — I  can  truly  say  I 
have  been  using  ray  best  endeavors  to  procure  supplies  by  sending  to 
every  quarter,  and  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  prospect  from  Ame- 
lia (where  I  have  put  great  dependence  for  flour)  has  been  exceedingly 
lessened  since  I  saw  you,  as  the  Commissioner  assures  me  a  considerable 
qnty:  of  his  stores  are  damaged — Also  the  prospect  is  exceedingly 
gloomy  from  Powhatan,  as  you  will  discover  by  the  letter  from  Mr. 
John  Swann  which  I  have  sent  you,  &  have  received  letters  from  sev- 
eral other  Counties  expressing  nearly  the  same  sentiments — 

However  I  am  sanguine  to  hope  that  in  future  there  will  be  less  cause 
of  complaint,  having  assurances  from  Mr.  Richard  Tarborough  that  his 
prospect  is  very  promising,  having  14  pair  of  mill  stones  constantly 
grinding  wheat  &  corn,  &  that  he  has  already  sent  of  three  vessels 
loaded,  &  making  preparations  to  load  others;  Col  Syme's  Mills  are  at 
work  &  shall  begin  to  bring  from  there  immediately  &  I  expect  to  send 
a  vessel  from  here  to  morrow,  with  about  two  hundred  bush'ls  for  the 
French  Troops,  &  the  quarter  master  another  with  about  the  same  qnty : 
for  the  rest  of  the  Army  &  expect  flour  from  above  every  hour  to 
Westham.  To  this  I  have  assurances  from  Commissioners  that  their 
Beeves  shall  be  immediately  sent  foward  &c — Your  Excellency  may 
rest  assured  that  every  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to  procure 
plentifull  supphes,  if  to  be  affected  &  flatter  myself  1  am  not  blamed 
for  the  present  sufferings,  nor  in  future  for  what  I  cannot  effect." 
I  am 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obt  Servt." 
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James  Clay  to  the  Goveenor. 


1781. 


Making  application  for  the  discharge  of  Major  Selden's  "Troop:"  that    Sept.  13th 
OflScer  having  left  them  in  his  charge  with  orders  to  act  accordingly. 
They  only  expected  to  perform  a  "tour  of  one  fortnight." 


Capt:  a.  Bohannan  to  Col:  Davies. 


Sept.  13th 


Is  at  a  loss  to  know  how  Capt:  Pryor  can  complain  of  him,  not  con-  Richmond 
sidering  he  has  any  authority  over  his  department.  He  had  never  called 
upon  him  for  information,  nor  can  it  be  supposed  a  Commander  in  Cheif 
will  call  on  a  Feild  Com:  of  Mil:  Stores  for  a  report  of  "the  public 
magazine  of  the  State."  The  Powder  &  Lead  for  the  Eiflemen  shall  be 
sent  as  soon  as  a  wagon  can  be  procured :  also  the  files  for  the  Traveling 
Forges.  The  Cartouch  boxes  in  Maryland  shall  be  sent  for.  The  arms 
left  by  Maupin  were  without  bayonets.  *  *  * 

A  genl:  return  of  Military  Stores  shall  be  made  at  once,  as  also  of  all 
Stores  in  his  department.  He  never  considered  intrenching  Tools  Mili- 
tary Stores,  but  he  will  give  every  attention  to  having  them  fitted  for 
service. 


Col:  Geo:  Nicholas,  Aid  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Sept.  13th 


'Sir, 


Genl:  Washington  is  expected  here  every  day,  and  we  have  now 
on  hand  only  two  days  provisions  for  the  troops  that  are  here  at  present. 
The  bad  consequences  attending  a  disappointment  at  this  time  must  be 
so  obvious  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  point  them  out  particularly. 
You  had  better  never  trust  to  the  flour  being  brought  by  water  alto- 
gether, until  we  have  so  much  before-hand,  as  to  render  a  small  dis- 
appointment of  no  consequence.  We  are  much  in  want  of  Salt,  of  which 
a  large  quantity  will  be  necessary.  You  must  lay  your  account  in 
furnishing  thirty  five  thousand  rations  per  day,  at  least." 


Jno:  Pierce,  informs  the  Governor  of  the  dispatch  of  provisions  by 
water  to  the  Army.  He  has  sent  expresses  to  the  Fredericksburg  and 
Alexandria  Districts,  urging  the  fowarding  of  beeves,  spirits  and  vinegar, 
and  shall  continue  his  utmost  exertions  to  feed  the  Army.  Has  heard 
of  a  quantity  of  Salt  in  Hanover,  which  with  all  the  flour  and  Indian 
Meal  that  can  be  gotten,  he  shall  send  down  by  way  of  the  Mattapony 
and  Pamunkey  Eivers. 


Sept.  13lh 
Richmond 
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1781.  Gov:  Nelson  to  Gov:  Burke  op  N.  Carolina. 

Sept.  13th     "Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Since  I  last  wrote,  no  movement  has  been  made  by  either  Army. 

Much  of  our  attention  indeed,  has  been  given  to  the  means  of  subsisting 
so  large  a  Force,  &  a  difficult  Task  it  has  been  to  keep  it  in  Being  for  some 
days  past.  Our  Difficulties  on  this  account  seem  now  'diminishing,  but 
there  still  remain  apprehensions  that  we  shall  not  be  altogether  free 
from  these  embarrassments,  unless  our  neighbouring  States  lend  us  some 
assistance.  Prom  your  State  we  would  wish  to  obtain  Salt  &  Beef,  of 
which  there  will  be  a  great  consumption:  this  Country  at  present 
affording  very  little  Salted  Provisions. 

I  am  Sir  &e." 


Sept.  13th        St.  George  Tucker,*  Esqr  commissioned  Lieut:  Col:  Commdg:  Mili- 
tia—Sept 12th  1781.     to  take  rank  from  April  18th  1781 — 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Colonel  Lewis. 

Sept.  13th        '•  For  the  Troops  under  your  Command,  you  will  endeavour  to  procure 
Williamsb'g  Provisions  from  the  Inhabitants  in  your  neighborhood,  and  you  may 
assure  them  they  shall  have  what  they  furnish  replaced,  if  they  require 
it.  I  am  Sir,  &c — 


Sept.  13th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col  Taylor. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Your  Letter  to  the  Marquis  la  Fayette,  respecting  the  Flag  Vessel 

at  Urbanna,  was  this  day  referred  to  me.  I  cannot  at  present  determine, 
in  what  Manner  it  will  be  proper  finally  to  dispose  of  it,  but  think  the 
negroes  ought  to  be  landed,  that  due  attention  may  be  paid  to  their  situ- 
ation; the  necessary  Precautions  being  taken,  that  they  be  returned,  or 
accounted  for,  when  required.  Other  things  must  remain  as  they  were 
when  you  wrote,  until  farther  Orders." 


Sept.  13th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Hon'ble  David  Jameson,  Lieut:  Governor. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  There  is  at  present  a  Scarcity  of  Salt  in  Camp,  &  from  the  great 

Consumption  of  fresh  Meat,  a  large  Quantity  will  be  required.  I  must 
therefore  beg  that  you  will  give  Attention  to  this  matter,  &  procure  as 
much  as  you  can.     I  have  been  informed  that  a  vessel  lately  arrived  at 

*Mem:  found  on  the  back  of  one  of  Gov:  Nelson's  letters. 
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Eichmond  with  Salt,  which  probably  is  still  attainable.    The  two  Armies       1781. 
remain  in  the  Same  Situation  as  when  I  last  wrote.  Sept.  13th 

I  am — &c 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Genl  Lawson.  Sept.  13th 

"There -are  several  Horses  in  Caj)tain  Wilson's  Corps  that  belong  to  Williamsb'g 
the  public  which  will  be  of  service  to  the  French.  These  Horses,  if 
they  have  not  been  appraised,  must  be  valued  by  two  Gentlemen  of  your  , 
Camp,  and  a  return  made  of  them.  The  Men  who  came  down  are  upon 
a  regular  Tour  of  Duty,  and  cannot  be  discharg'd  untill  that  is  expired. 
Such  of  them  as  are  on  the  impressed  Horses,  must  be  annexed  to  the 
Infantry  of  their  County.  Those  who  are  mounted  on  their  own  Horses, 
and  are  armed  with  Swords,  will  be  of  service  as  Dragoons,  and  may 
draw  forage." 

I  am  &c 


Gov:  Nelson  to  the  County  Lieutenants  of  Fairfax,  Prince  Wm.,    Sept.  I3th 
Stafford,  Spotsylvania,  Caroline,  Hanover,  &  New,  Kent  Coun- 
ties. 

"The  march  of  his  Excellency  Genl:  Washington,  with  his  Troops  by  Williamsb'g 
Land,  makes  it  necessary  that  the  Eoads  he  is  to  pass,  be  put  into  the 
best  order.     This  you  will  immediately  have  done  in  your  County. 

I  am  &c."  ^ 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Mb.  Pierce  Comm'y  General.  Sept.  I3th 

"I  arrived  yesterday  in  Camp  &  found  the  greatest  Distress  prevailing  Williamsb'g 
for  want  of  Flour  &  Meal.  The  Vessel  you  dispatched  from  Eichmond 
is  not  yet  down.  This  Navigation  is  too  uncertain  &  tedious  for  imme- 
diate Purposes.  Land  carriage  would  best  answer  them,  if  it  is  possible 
to  make  use  of  it.  I  am  satisfied  you  will  do  everything  in  your  Power 
to  send  on  supplies  &  never  were  your  Exertions  more  necessary.  *  * 
*  *  "What  adds  to  the  Distress  is  that  the  Mills  in  this  part  of  the 
Country  have  not  water  to  grind  the  Corn  which  can  be  collected."  *  * 
"Any  waggons  which  will  bring  Flour  to  Navigation  or  to  Camp  shall 
be  immediately  discharged — 

I  am  &c. 
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1781.       Jno:  Pierce  to  the  Commissioners  op  the  Several  Counties,  foe 

Sept.  13th  Collecting  provisions  &c. 

"Sir, 

Elchmond  "  Mr.  John  Browne  having  declined  the  office  of  Commissioner  & 
Commissary  General  for  the  state,  &  having  myself  undertaken  to 
negotiate  the  business  of  these  offices  during  the  present  emergency,  do 
therefore  entreat  you  to  continue  in  office  of  Commissioner  under  the 
appointment  you  received  from  Mr.  Browne,  and  attend  particularly  to 
such  instructions  as  you  have  received  from  him,  as  well  as  to  those 
received  from  myself  on  his  behalf  And  as  there  is  a  probability  of 
the  Army's  suffering  for  provisions,  without  particular  attention  to  your 
collections,  1  am  induced  to  hope  that  exery  exertion  M'ill  be  made  by 
you  &  your  assistants  to  procure  supplies.  Mr.  Browne  informs  me  he 
has  given  directions  to  several  Countyes  to  collect  another  tenth  part  of 
the  remaining  stocks,  except  those  which  have  been  pillaged  by  the 
enemy,  of  such  proportion — if  you  have  not  received  those  instructions 
you  are  hereby  required  to  make  the  same  collection,  but  not  to  include 
cattle  under  two  years  old,Jn  the  number;  and  hope  you  will  urge  the 
necessity  of  this  proceeding,  &  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  of  your  County 
to  furnish  freely  &  voluntarily,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but  Government  will 
adopt  measures  more  salutary  in  future  to  make  compensation  for  sup- 
plies obtained  for  use  of  the  Army — These  reflections  together  with  the 
promising  prospect  of  capturing  a  formidable  &  subtile  enemy,  I  hope 
will  stimulate  every  friend  to  his  County  and  Country  to  contribute 
cheerfully  whatever  they  have  in  their  power  to  furnish — Therefore 
relying  on  your  exertions  &  the  cheerful  contributions  from  your  County, 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  support  the  Army  now  in  the  field  as  well  as  the 
fleet  of  our  good  Allies,  but  without  it  they  cannot  be  supported  &  of 
course  the  grand  design  agst :  the  enemy  must  prove  abortive." 

I  am  Sir 

Your  mo:  obt  Serv — 

&c  &c. 

P.  S.  You  will  collect  the  first  tenth  of  cattle  as  first  directed  before 
you  begin  the  second. 


Sept.  13th  Lt:  Gov'r  David  Jameson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"  Sir, 
Council  We  are  honored  with  your  Letter  of  ye  11th,  and  are  most  heartily 

**'  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  remedj'  the  evils  you  mention.  Every 
step  within  our  power  to  forward  supplies  of  both  flour  &  meal,  has  been 
taken.  We  have  from  day  to  day  urged  Mr.  Pierce  to  send  out  Agents 
into  all  quarters  to  press  this  matter  on  the  Commissaries  appointed  by 
Mr.  Brown  in  the  several  Counties — Letters  have  been  written  to  Gen- 
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tlemen  in  different  parts  to  use  their  iufluence  with  the  people  in  this       1781. 
weighty  business.   Mr.  Pierce  has  loaded  some  vessels  as  well  as  waggons    Sept.  13th 
with  flour,  &  more  will  immediately  follow ;  and  his  Agents  write  him 
that  some  cattle  have  been  sent  to  Hog  Island — He  hopes  a  considerable 
number,  however  he  is  to  write  by  the  express  &  promises  to  be  very  full 
in  his  information  to  you. 

"Would  it  not  be  well  for  you  to  engage  some  active  persons  &  send 
them  out  with  Letters  from  you  to  hasten  on  supplies  from  all  the 
different  parts  of  the  Country,  and  to  engage  Gentlemen  to  use  their 
influence  with  the  people  to  beat  out  their  wheat  &  forward  it  to  the 
Mills — You  know  Mr.  Eoss  went  to  Petersburg  to  use  his  endeavours — 
He  is  gone  there  again  &  we  have  great  hopes  from  his  exertions  in  the 
article  of  flour.  His  knowledge  of  the  means  of  transportation  is  great. 
You  will  certainly  have  supplies  soon  from  Eappahannock. 

The  Marquis,  in  one  of  his  Letters,  desired  small  vessels  might  be 
provided  to  water  the  French  Pleet — This  business  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  the  necessary  Directions  in. 

I  inclose  you  a  Letter  from  Colo  Bland,  with  two  from  your  Sons — 
You  have  also  a  letter  from  Governor  Burke,  which  we  expect  you  will 
chuse  to  answer  yourself — A  Letter  from  Governor  Lee  is  also  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard 

V  Dr  Sir,  &c  &c. 


CoL:  Wm.  Davibs  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  13th 

"  Sir, 

I  find  the  greatest  difficulty  to  prevail  upon  Officers  to  come  for  War  Office 
the  recruiting  money.  I  would  therefore  request  the  favour  of  your 
Excellency  to  appoint  some  body  at  Camp  for  this  business,  and  I  will 
send  the  money  to  him.  I  would  propose  that  an  Officer  of  Artillery 
should  be  employed  about  it,  as  I  know  of  nobody  that  is  recruiting  for 
them,  and  they  want  men  much. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  such  orders  from  you,  as  you  think  can  be 
executed  and  will  promote  the  important  business  on  hand — Indeed 
since  your  Excellency  left  us,  we  have  no  intelligence  at  all  from  the 
Army,  nor  do  we  know  whether  they  are  well  or  ill  supplied  with  pi'o- 
vision  at  this  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  most  respectfull 

Esteem,  &c  &c. 


CoL:  Wm.  Davies  to  Hon:  Me.  Jameson.  Sept.  I3th 

"Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  board  "  extracts"  from  two  let-  War  Office, 
ters  from  Colo:  Lee  (Ed.  H.)  as  they  are  on  subjects  of  great  importance 
to  the  public  interest,  it  is  probable  there  may  be  some  useful  hints, 
54 


Richmond 
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1781.       altho'  written  in  haste  and  sent  by  two  return  expresses,  who  had  car- 
Sept.  13th    ried  dispatches  to  him.     Perhaps  Mr.  Eoss  has  attended  already  to  the 
several  objects  mentioned,  which  belong  to  the  department  of  the  Com- 
mercial Agent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

&c  &e." 

Extracts  referred  to  above. 

"  Westmoreland  Sept :  3d  1781." 
"  I  know  that  all  the  ideas  which  I  am  now  going  to  suggest,  come 
not  properly  within  those  of  your  department,  but  I  cannot  help  here 
throwing  them  out  that  you  may  take  occasion  to  mention  them  to  the 
Governor  and  Council.  The  widow's  mite  was  once  acceptable,  and  in 
our  system  the  giving  attention  to  all  hints  that  may  be  offered,  will 
probably  be  productive  of  consequences  very  salutary  on  many  occa- 
sions. We  have  two  .very  important  points  to  manage,  the  recovery  of 
our  finances  and  the  secure  navigation  of  our  Bay.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  of  our  Ally,  and  the  probable  consequences 
thereof,  will  put  it  in  our  power  to  do  both.  The  capture  of  armed  ves- 
sels of  different  kinds,  and  Transports  from  the  enemy,  may  enable  us 
immediately,  by  securing  some  of  the  former,  to  take  and  keep  the 
secure  navigation  of  the  Bay — And  the  possession  of  a  proper  number 
of  transports,  and  their  being  quickly  loaded  with  public  Tobacco,  and 
immediately  dispatched  to  Holland,  may  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Loan 
of  Specie,  sjifficient  to  purchase  up  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
those  paper  bills  that  constitute  so  great  and  oppressive  a  part  of  our 
national  debt.  My  design  of  being  so  quick  in  the  transportation  of 
Tobacco  to  Holland,  is  that  the  State  may  avail  itself  of  the  present  and 
of  the  rising  market,  before  individual  Traders  under  a  free  navigation 
can  fill  the  foreign  markets — I  should  suppose  that  there  would  be  no 
difiSculty  in  obtaining  from  our  Ally,  a  frigate  or  two  to  convoy  these 
Tobacco  loaded  Ships  off  the  Coast — And  above  all  it  is  ■  indispensably 
necessary  to  exclude  totally  from  this  operation  all  private  jobs  and 
private  views  of  every  kind — Let  the  person  trusted  with  this  business 
in  Holland  be  a  man  of  sure  probity  of  character,  of  discretion,  knowl- 
edge of  Trade,  secrecy  and  activity  and  of  undoubted  affection  to 
America.  Some  States  by  a  prudent  conduct  of  this  kind,  have  already 
nearly  freed  themselves  from  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  their  people 
will  bless  their  rulers,  as  they  find  themselves  at  the  end  of  a  long  war, 
free,  happy  and  discharged  from  oppressive  and  ruinous  systems — 
Willing  to  discharge  your  Express  immediately,  I  have  written  in  great 
haste,  but  I  think  the  principals  laid  down  are  good,  and  that  in  good 
bands  they  may  be  improved  to  great  national  benefits." 
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Extract.  1781. 

Sept.  13th 
"Bpping  Forest  "Sept:  5th  1781." 

"The  ideas  that  I  had  the  honor  of  suggesting  to  you  in  my  letter  by 
your  returned  express  relative  to  the  security  of  our  Bay  shores  and 
navigation,  as  well  as  the  moans  of  releiving  our  ruined  iinanccs,  I  beg 
leave  again  to  press  upon  your  mind,  that  they  may  in  time  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Executive. 

It  seems  very  probable  that  many  vessels  will  be  captured  from  the 
enemy  by  the  French  fleet,  that  may  be  purchased  from  them,  and  which 
will  suit  admirably  for  cruizing  in  the  Bay,  and  within  the  mouths  of 
our  rivers,  to  suppress  the  piratical  practices  that  will  undoubtedly  com- 
mence again  so  soon  as  the  French  fleet  goes  away.  I  am  well  informed 
that  several  companies  are  forming  on  the  eastern  shores  of  this  State 
and  Maryland,  and  on  the  Tangiers  *  to  carry  on  this  infamous  and  dis- 
tressing plan  of  plunder.  And  they  will  certainly  do  great  injury  in 
this  way  before  our  State  can  build  and  equip  vessels  to  suppress  them — 
and  by  building  alone,  it  can  be  done,  if  this  opportunity  of  getting 
captured  vessels  from  our  Ally  should  be  lost — I  think  there  are  two  or 
three  very  handsome  vessels  ready  armed  for  the  purpose,  at  Frazer's 
ferry,  that  were  captured  by  the  French  74  gun  ship  in  the  winter — 1 
pray  you  Sir,  to  press  this  business  upon  the  Government,  with  all  the 
earnestness  that  a  plan  deserves  which  must  secure  our  extensive  shores 
from  endless  plunder — our  trade  from  molestation,  and  the  public  from 
the  great  constant  expence  of  militia  guards  along  the  shores  of  the  Bay 
and  rivers.  In  fact  it  is  for  the  honor  of  (rovernment  as  well  as  greatly 
for  the  interest  of  the  people — I  am  not  aware  of  any  sound  objection 
to  the  plan  proposed  for  retreiving  our  finances,  unless  it  shall  be  said 
that  seamen  cannot  be  got  for  the  purpose — But  I  should  suppose  that 
an  active,  intelligent  person  in  this  way,  going  to  Philadelphia  or  Balti- 
more might  procure  Seamen  enough  for  the  purpose." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Ealph  Wormlet  Jnr.  Sept.  I4th 

"Tour  Letter  and  Petition  were  delivered  to  me  the  day  before  yes-  Williamsb'g 
terday — Col:  Taylor  has  received  orders  to  permit  the  Negroes  to  be 
landed,  upon  condition  that  they  be  delivered  up  when  demanded.    The 
other  articles  are  to  be  detained  with  the  Flag  until  further  orders.'' 

"I  am  Sir,  &c  &c." 

*A  group  of  Islands   in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  very  near  the  dividing  Line  bet; 
Maryland  and  Virginia. 
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1781.       To  Col:  Sir  John  Peyton,  from  "E.  A.  Sect — by  order  of  the  Gov- 
Sept.  14th  ernor." 

Williamsb'g  "As  the  large  Force  collecting  about  this  Place  requires  every  Exer- 
tion to  be  made  for  their  subsistence,  the  Governor  begs  the  Favour  of 
you,  to  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Army  as  much  Beef  &  Salt  in  your 
County  as  it  can  furnish,  without  distressing  the  People — The  necessi- 
ties of  the  service  oblige  him  to  make  these  apijlications  to  Gentlemen 
of  the  greatest  Influence  in  their  respective  Parts  of  the  Country." 


Sept.  14th  Gov:  Nelson  TO  CoL:  Innes. 

Williamsb'g  "It  is  probable  that  .some  Salt  may  be  procured  for  public  use  in  the 
County  of  Gloucester.  The  Army  is  at  present  much  in  want  of  it  & 
you  will  oblige  me  if  you  will  have,  what  is  to  be  had,  collected  & 
secured. 

With  Eespect  to  Military  operations  on  the  North  Side  of  York  Eiver, 
they  must  be  left  to  your  own  Judgement.  Tou  will  however  be  pleased 
to  communicate  to  me  every  Event  of  any  Importance :  &  you  may  rest 
assured  that  equal  attention  shall  be  paid  to  the  Militia  on  both  sides  of 
the  Eiver.  The  necessary  appointments  in  the  Medical  Departments  or 
others  in  your  Command,  you  will  make. 

I  am  &c  T.  N." 


Sept.  14th  Wm.  Holt  to  Gov:  J^Telson,  in  reply. 

Had  received  his  appointment,  and  in  view  of  the  necessity  pressing 
upon  the  Army,  is  willing  to  spare  no  effort  to  relieve  it,  but  fears 
Teams  cannot  be  got  for  conveying  what  can  be  furnished  from  the  two 
Mills  he  has  charge  of,  in  as  much  as  "50  to  100  barrels"  a  day  may  be 
expected  from  them— This  will  require  ten  to  twenty  waggons  a  day, 
and  two  days  for  each  to  "come  &  return" — 

A  large  quantity  of  Flour  is  at  the  Forge,  awaiting  the  coming  of 
waggons— Concludes,  "I  will  use  every  endeavour  to  accomplish  the  end 
of  the  appointment,  &  am  with  due  respect. 

Your  Excellencies  most  obed't  Serv't  &c. 

P.  S.  We  have  but  12 Flour  in  the  House,  which  I  have  ordered 

to  be  bak'd  to  night  for  your  use  to  morrow  &c. 
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Francis  Peyton  County  Lieut:  to  Hon:  Wm.  Davies,  &o.  1781. 

"Sir,  Sept.  14th 

I  have  received  sundry  Instructing  Orders  from  you,  and  can  assure  Loudoun  Co. 
you  that  my  whole  time  has  been  devoted  to  the  execution  of  them,  but 
it  is  with  pain  I  inform  you,  that  not  withstanding  this  County  abounds 
with  wheat,  there  are  but  few  that  are  friendly  enough  to  have  it  pre- 
pared for  the  Mills,  and  without  the  exertions  of  Government,  but  little 
will  be  drawn  from  hence.  I  could  therefore  wish  that  some  mode  could 
be  fallen  on  by  you  to  enforce  the  people  to  thresh  out  and  take  the 
grain  to  proper  mills,  tho'  I  have  so  much  business  on  my  hands,  I  will 
employ  some  part  of  my  time  in  assisting  to  have  your  Orders  carried 
into  Execution — 

I  have  Just  march'd  our  militia,  with  a  suflBeient  number  of  waggons 
with  flour  to  be  sent  to  Fredericksburg  and  there  put  themselves  under 
the  care  of  the  Quarter-Master,  to  serve  two  months,  wherever  he 
chooses  to  send  them.  I  must  also  inform  you,  that  in  procuring 
Waggons  for  this  service,  I  have  been  much  perplexed,  for  after  having 
impressed  them,  the  owners  of  some,  by  themselves  or  order,  have 
taken  in  the  night  time  a  Wheel  or  something  to  render  them  useless, 
and  I  don't  recollect  any  Law  to  punish  them,  if  it  could  be  proved ! 
What  is  to  be  done  in  this  case — After  giving  you  this  information  I 
must  beg  leave  to  solicit  a  favour  of  you,  which  is  that  you'll  be  kind 
enough  to  procure  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  a  Commission  for 
Lt:  Col:  George  West  who  now  commands  the  Eegiment  on  their  march, 
with  blank  Commissions  for  some  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  under 
his  command — ^particularly  an  Ensign's  Commission  to  Mr.  John  Eitchie 
who  has  a  Brevet  from  me,  knowing  that  he  will  make  a  good  officer — 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  much  Esteem  &c." 


Thomas  Pitt  to  Majoe  Claiborne,  Depty  :  Q.  M.  Sept.  I4th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I,  the  other  day  at  your  request  waited  upon  Col:  Davies,  Richmond 
with  a  list  of  the  men  ordered  out  for  the  use  of  your  department, 
desiring  his  advice  thereupon,  as  a  very  great  majority  of  them  had 
returned  to  their  respective  homes  with  a  determination  not  to  aid  any 
longer,  having  been  in  service  five  or  six  days  only.  Col :  Davies,  upon 
my  application  to  him,  upon  the  subject,  referred  me  to  the  Council, 
saying  "that  if  the  business  had  been  conducted  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  there  wou'd  be  none  of  this  confusion.  It  ought  to  have  gone 
■  through  his  office.  He  was  certain  that  the  blame  must  lodge  upon  you, 
for  the  men  wou'd  not  have  behaved  in  this  manner,  unless  you  had 
given  them  some  assurances;  you  must  have  made  some  private  bargain 
with  them — " 
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1781.  I  told  him  that  you  nor  none  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  department  had 

Sept.  14th  done  any  such  thing,  I  was  pretty  well  convinced — As  the  men  were 
called  out  nothing  more  was  necessary  than  to  give  them  their  instruc- 
tions how  to  proceed  to  their  duty,  which  I  believe  was  done,  as  well  as 
Capt:  Eussell  was  master  of — 

I  then  had  Mr.  Jameson  (one  of  the  Council)  called  out,  and  presented 
him  the  list,  explaining  to  him  as  well  as  I  was  capable  of,  how  the  mat- 
ter stood,  and  the  absolute  necessity  there  was,  for  some  steps  to  be 
taken  with  the  men  at  this  Critical  Juncture,  to  make  them  perform 
their  duties — He  then  carried  it  into  Council,  &  after  some  time 
returned  it  to  me,  with  this  answer  "  I  must  lay  it  before  Colo.  Davies, 
as  it  was  his  business  to  take  up  all  matters  that  came  within  the 
department  of  War,  and  that  was  one  which  came  under  his  direction." 

I  told  him  I  had  been  with  it  to  Col:  Davies  (thinking  him  the  person 
under  whose  consideration  a  business  of  that  nature  came)  and  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it — Just  at  this  moment  Colo.  Davies 
came  down  from  his  office  and  Mr.  Jameson  spoke  with  him  upon  the 
subject,  and  advised  him  to  write  to  the  County  Lieutenant  about  it, 
which  he  returned  up  into  his  ofSce  &  executed,  but  seemed  to  be  very 
warm  indeed  upon  the  occasion,  repeating  "that  you  had  been  very 
remiss"  in  not  letting  him  know  of  this  affair  before  you  had  done  any- 
thing in  it" — I  waited  for  the  Letter  to  the  County  Lieutenant  and 
received  it,  which  I  sent  off  by  Express"  &e. 


Sept.  14th  Colo.  Wm.  Eoane  to  G-ov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Essex  Co.  I  send  you  inclosed  an  instrument  of  writing  which  gave  Permis- 

sion to  James  Gillespie,  master  of  the  sloop  "Providence"  to  proceed  to 
Hobb's  Hole  on  Eappahannock  Eiver,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  Mary 
Boyes  there  &  to  return — "  This  vessel  had  come  from  York  without 
having  applied  to  the  American  officers  for  leave,  and  had  run  through 
the  "Swatch  in  Mobjaek  Bay  and  steared  wide  of  the  French  Ships"— 
He  considers  this  proceeding  not  only  illegal,  but  very  suspicious,  espe- 
cially as  "one  of  the  persons  on  board  wont  on  shore  and  was  in  conver- 
sation in  Middlesex,  for  some  time  with  a  certain  Mrs.  Byrd  who  lives 
there,  and  is  the  wife  of  a  man  who  ran  over  to,  &  still  remains  with 
the  Enemy."  A  deserter  named  Joseph  Warwick,  found  on  board,  had 
escaped— He  sends  the  Captain  and  one  Joseph  Smith  under  guard  as 
prisoners  of  war:  the  vessel  he  should  dismantle  and  keep  safely  in  that, 
harbor — Has  taken  steps  to  recapture  Warwick,  who  should  "meet  his 
just  fate  in  due  time"— Mrs.  Boyes  is  the  wife  of  Capt:  Boyes  in  the 
British  service  &e — 
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Old  C.  H. 


Major  Thos:  Posey  to  Col  Wm.  Da  vies.  1781. 

"Dr.  Col:  Sept.  14th 

Inclos'd,  I  have  sent  you  4  different  returns,  one  accounting  Cumberland 
for  the  number  of  Troops,  one  of  cloathing,  good,  bad,  and  wanting,  one 
of  the  quarter  masters  stores,  and  one  of  the  Commissaries  stores — 

Tou'l  see  from  the  returns  our  wants  in  many  material  matters;  but 
exclusive  of  what  you  may  find  wanting  for  our  present  supplies,  I  must 
mention  to  you  the  great  necessity  of  being  furnished  with  several  mate- 
rials which  if  not  procured,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  building 
of  the  Huts,  and  puting  this  place  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  of 
Troops,  as  a  genl.  rendezvous" — Iron  &  steel  cheifly  needed,  "with  which 
to  make  some  tools — also  a  whips,  and  cross  cut  saws  and  some  files" — 
Desires  to  know  whether  his  order  upon  the  Commissioners  of  the  pro- 
vision Law  will  be  sufficient  to  procure  supplies  &  forage  from  the  neigh- 
boring Counties — Wants  an  order  to  impress  waggons,  when  ever  he  may 
need  them — "Salt  and  Spirits  is  exceedingly  wanted  here  at  present" 
Adds — "I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  fourth  Inst:  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  the  Sick  at  this  place,  in  not  having  any  Physician 
or  Physic — I  wrote  to  Dr.  Wilson  at  Charlottesville,  but  have  received 
no  answer  yet "  &c. 

I  am  respectfully  dear  Col 

Tour  obt  servant 

&c  &c 

"P.  S.  I  am  going  on  with  the  building  of  the  huts  as  fast  as  I  can 
with  4  or  5  borrowed  axes :  but  if  I  can  be  furnished  iron  and  steel,  and 
the  saws  which  I  before  have  mentioned,  I  can  soon  have  the  Huts  com- 
pleated." 


Bourne  Price,  D.  Com:  Mil:  Stores — to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  I4th 

"Sir, 

In  your  last  you  wished  for  an  explanation  of  the  arms  at  this  New  London 
Post.  I  assure  you,  so  far  as  it  was  in  my  power  have  done  it.  As  to 
our  Smiths  branding  the  arms  U.  S.,  get  your  information  where  you 
may,  it  is  without  foundation,  except  when  the  muskets  were  Branded 
on  the  Barrel  and  not  the  lock,  in  that  case  they  were  branded  on  the 
plate  of  the  lock — I  should  consider  myself  a  rascal  in  attempting  to 
defraud  our  State  out  of  a  Single  Gun.  Tou  must  from  every  circum- 
stance believe  I  have  no  interest  in  keeping  a  single  article  of  the  States 
from  you — I  have  delivered  up  my  charge  of  the  Stores  to  Capt  Irish. 
I  have  informed  him  what  I  know  of  the  matter,  who  will  be  with  you 
in  a  few  days  with  a  return  of  the  whole  of  the  stores  at  this  post."  * 
*  *  *  The  Bearer  Mr.  Smyth  is  a  Gent:  worth  your  notice  &c — he 
has  been  of  infinite  Advantage  to  this  post  by  furnishing  necessarys  for 
the  Business  that  could  not  by  other  means  have  been  procured." 

I  am  with  respect  &c 
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1781.  Oapt  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

Sept.  14th    "  Dear  Sir, 

Albemarle  I  rec'd  your  favour  of  the  8th  &  am  sorry  to  heare  that  Colo. 

Barracks  -yp-jjjte  makes  use  of  your  conduct  as  an  obstruction  to  the  equipg.  of 
his  men.  I  am  very  sensible  he  must  be  much  mistaken,  as  you  always 
expressed  a  desire  have  his  men  clothed  as  quick  as  possible  which  was 
prevented  by  the  want  of  a  small  quantity  of  linnen  &  thd.  which  I 
have  received  since  I  returned  from  Eichmond.  However  that  shatl  no 
longer  be  an  excuse — The  Stable  Jack-coats — Shirts,  &  Overalls,  which 
was  mentioned  in  your  order,  is  ready,  &  shall  be  sent  to  Eichmond  with 
the  first  clothing  that  goes,  which  will  start  from  this  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Eichmond  as  soon  as  possible — -I  shall 
likewise  foward  on,  agreable  to  your  orders,  all  the  ready  made  cloth- 
ing which  I  have  on  hand,  except  the  Coats,  Vests,  &  Breeches,  which 
cannot  be  made  use  of,  for  want  of  buttons.  *  *  * 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  informed  that  we  shall  shortly  receive  a  supply  of 
cloth  &c,  at  this  place,  as  the  Taylors  will  be  entirely  Idle  in  a  few  days 
for  the  want  of  Materials  to  work  on,  &  nothing  is  more  distressing  to 
me,  than  to  see  so  many  Idle  persons,  whose  services  are  so  essentially 
necessary,  provided  they  could  be  regularly  supplied — I  have  engaged 
8  more  Shoemakers,  which  added  to  the  number  I  had  before,  will  enable 
us  to  do  something  clever  in  the  Shoe  way,  provided  I  was  obliged  to 
supply  the  Factory  with  shoe  the'd,  by  working  for  the  Country  people 
who  refuse  to  sell  their  the'd  for  paper  money. 

Mr.  St.  Claire  of  Staunton  inquires  me  he  can  procure  a  Quantity  in 
his  Neighborhood,  provided  he  was  supplied  with  money  for  that  pur- 
pose— I  wish  you  mention  it  to  Mr.  Eoss. 

On  my  return  from  Eichmond  last,  I  made  a  Trial  to  engage  a  few 
men  to  work  at  the  Hatters  business,  which  are  willing  to  engage  at  the 
following  terms,  viz — The  Foreman  of  the  Shop  to  receive  Ts  |  6d  pr: 
day  &  the  other  hands  3s  |  9d.  each  person  employed  to  Oblige  himself 
to  make  one  coarse  Hatt  pr:  day.  8  men  I  think  will  be  suificient  to 
make  Hatts  for  the  Whole  of  the  Virginia  Troops — There  will  be  want- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  Factory,  2  large  Kettles,  from  16  to  20  Gall: 
each— 2  potts  7  or  8  Gall:  each — 3  pr:  Cards  for  combing — a  Quantity 
of  Logwood  &  Coperass  for  dying,  &  one  pd :  pumice  stone  which  will 
be  sufiScient  for  3000  Hatts— f  lb  of  Wool  will  make  a  Hatt— If  the 
Materials  can  be  got  &  you  think  it  will  answer  to  put  it  into  execution, 
you  will  please  let  me  know  &  I  will  confirm  the  contract  with  the  Men, 
which  could  not  be  done  'til  I  had  your  sanction  for  it.  The  Houses 
&  any  other  little  Matters,  which  may  be  wanting,  can  be  put  in  readi- 
ness in  a  few  days. 

I  am  Dr  Sir  Yr:  Obed  Servt 

&c  &c. 
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Capt:  a.  Bohannan  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

Prom  the  complaints  made,  from  Camp,  he  had  determined  to  have 
no  more  arms  repaired  in  the  shops  of  private  individuals;  should 
require  them  to  bring  in  their  Accounts  for  what  had  been  done,  and 
discharge  them — Thinks  the  Armorers  employed  by  Mr.  Anderson  and 
those  at  the  S^redericksburg  Factory  can  repair  as  many  arms  as  may 
be  needed  during  the  present  campaign — Capt  Pryore's  Tetter  of  yes- 
terday, does  not  mention  the  want  of  Arms  in  Camp. 


1781. 

Sept.  14th 
Richmond 


Capt:  Eleazer  Calandbr  to  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Instructions,  I  imediately  went  to  Petersbourg 
where  I  found  three  Yessels  had  allready  been  Dispatch'd  &  two  others 
had  been  got  up  that  were  sunk — ,  which  they  are  fitting  out  with  all 
Dispatch — at  Hood's  I  Engag'd  a  Large  Yesel  to  go  up  &  take  a  Load 
of  Meal  &  flower — the  owner  promis'd  to  man  her  If  he  should  be 
Excus'd  from  his  Tower  of  duty,  which  I  promis'd  him. 

CoUo :  Bannister  was  so  kind  as  to  Interest  himself  in  getting  flower 
&  meal  Down  from  all  Quarters — I  find  at  this  place  one  Vesel  is  gone 
Down  with  a  Load  &  another  will  go  ofl^  Imediately  with  200  Barrels,  so 
that  I  hope  the  Army  will  not  be  in  want  of  bread. 

I  shall  Imediately  set  out  for  Fredericksburg  &  see  if  any  thing  can 
be  done  there — after  which  I  shall  be  Eeady  to  do  any  thing  in  my 
power  for  the  Common  good. 

I  am  with  Eespect  your 

Excellency's  most  ob  Servt — ■ 

&c  &c. 


Sept.  14th 


Eiohmond 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 


Sept.  14th 


"Sir, 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  arrived  here,  between  four  and  Williamsb'g 
five  o-elock  this  afternoon.     The  first  division  of  his  army  is  coming 
down  the  Bay,  and  is  every  moment  Expected.     Our  operations  will 
now  grow  very  serious,  and  it  will  be  incumbent  on  us  to  exert  our-  > 

selves,  that  there  may  be  no  want  of  ammunition.  I  need  not  urge  you 
to  attend  to  this  matter.  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  recommend,  what 
I  have  so  often  mentioned,  that  every  means  be  made  use  of  to  get 
waggons  in  to  the  Service.'' 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 


55 
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1781.  Gov:  Nelson  to  Jno:  Pierce  (Commissary). 

Sept.  14th 
Williamsb'g      "His  Excellency  Genl:  "Washington  is  just  arrived  &  the  first  Division 

of  his  Army  is  every  moment  expected — The  Provisions  in  Camp  are 
scarcely  sufficient  to  subsist  the  present  Army  for  three  days  longer  & 
should  the  wished  for  Eeinforcements  arrive  before  a  fresh  supply  of 
Provisions,  Flour  at  least,  is  received,  it  gives  me  Pain  to  think  of  the 
Situation  we  shall  be  in.  Let  me  intreat  you  therefore  to  leave  nothing 
untried  which  promises  the  smallest  Belief  to  us.  Not  only  great  quan- 
tities of  Flour,  but  also  Beef  will  be  wanting — All  applications  with 
respect  to  Supplies  of  Provisions  are  made  to  me,  &  the  apprehensions 
I  am  under  lest  there  should  be  a  Deficiency  create  a  perpetual  Uneasi- 
ness. Write  often  &  as  briefly  as  you  please  your  certainties  &  Pros- 
pects, that  I  may  know  our  Dependence." 

I  am  &c—  T.  N. 

"Prices  Hargroves,  Quarles'  &  Eocky  Mills." 


Sept.  14th  Gov:  Nblson  to  Hon:  D.  Jameson. 

"Sir, 
"Williamsb'g  His  Excellency  Gen'l  Washington  arrived  here  about  two  Hours 

ago.  The  first  division  of  his  Army  is  coming  down  the  Bay  &  may  be 
expected  every  moment — A  very  little  time  now  will  determine  the'  fate 
of  York  &  with  it  probably  that  of  the  Continent.  But  what  exertions 
will  it  require  to  subsist  properly  so  great  an  Army?  I  feel  the  utmost 
anxiety  on  this  account  &  cannot  forbear,  though  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
needless,  pressing  you  to  urge  to  the  greatest  and  most  unremitted 
activity  and  industry  every  officer  within  your  reach,  whose  business  it 
is  to  provide  forage  or  provisions  for  the  Army — Beef,  Flour,  Corn  &  the 
means  of  Transportation  should  be  principal  objects  of  attention;  and 
the  Country  cannot  censure  any  encouragement  which  is  given  to  those 
who  will  lend  their  aid  on  this  occasion — 

His  Excellency  appears  to  be  in  good  health  &  spirits — 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
"    &  very  H'ble  Servant 
&c  &c. 


Sept.  14ih       John  Timberlake  Clk:  Q.  Master — &c  to  Majb:  E'd  Claiborne. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Eichmond  Inclosed  you  have  the  List  of  the  men's  names,  which  were 

ordered  first  by  the  Governor,  also  specifying  those  who  have  refused 
doing  any  further  duty  as  to  that  tour,  which  they  say  was  ordered  by 
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the  County  Lieutenant,  which  they  think  the  proper  person  to  command  1781. 
them.  As  to  ray  knowledge  of  the  matter,  thought  at  the  time  I  Sept.  14th 
obtained  the  order  that  they  were  to  serve  till  regularly  discharged  as 
other  guards  for  the  Quarter  Master's  department,  which  have  been 
furnished  us  hitherto  without  the  smallest  dispute — I  hope  this  will 
convince  Colo  Davies  that  Capt  RussoU  nor  any  of  his  assistants  has 
not  made  anj'  private  agreement  witli  those  guards." 

I  am  dear  Sir 

with  great  esteem  &c  &c. 

Names  of  the  men  referred  to  above. 

Jesse  Roper,  "Wm.  Barker,  Zenith  Tate,  Rob't  Boid,  Isaac  Armstead, 
Alexander  Buckhannon,  John  Barret,  John  McKeand,  Samuel  Bge,  Wil- 
liam White,  Isham  Freeman,  Peter  Mauzy,  John  Price,  Gelly  Lewis — 
"these  men  have  gone  home,  with  a  determination  not  to  assist  any 
longer" — Wm.  Mathews,  Joseph  Bailey,  John  Clarke,  John  Roper,  Wm. 
Bennit  and  Alex:  Turpin,  "now  on  duty." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  James  Hendricks.  Sept.  14th 

"Sir, 

The  large  Force  collecting  at  this  Place,  will  occasion  so  great  a  Williamsb'g 
consumption  of  Flour,  that  we  cannot  depend  on  procuring  sufficient 
supplies  from  the  adjacent  Country,  but  must  endeavour  to  draw  from 
Points  more  remote.  The  command  which  we  now  possess  of  the  Water, 
will  enable  us  to  do  this  with  more  Base  &  Expedition  than  formerly;  & 
I  flatter  myself  the  assistance  of  every  one  will  be  cheerfully  given  on 
an  occasion  which  promises  such  great  advantages.  Your  character 
induces  me  to  apply  to  you  to  undertake  the  collecting  &  conveying  of 
flour  from  Alexandria,  at  which  Place  I  am  informed,  there  is  a  very 
considerable  Quantity — As  the  greatest  difiiculty  will  be  to  support  the 
Army  for  the  present,  I  must  also  request  that  your  supplies  be  sent 
with  all  possible  Dispatch.  If  Spirits  or  Salt  can  be  procured  in  j^our 
part  of  the  Country,  be  so  good  as  to  take  for  public  use  all  that  you 
can  find.  We  have  been  much  embarrassed  for  want  of  waggons.  As 
your  Part  of  the  Country  abounds  in  them,  I  must^also  give  you  the 
Trouble  of  impressing  as  many  as  you  can.  The  great  Probability  there 
is,  that  they  will  soon  be  returned,  will  I  hope  reconcile  the  People  to  a 
measure,  which  nothing  but  the  necessities  of  the  Service  would  incline 
me  to  adopt." 


436  CALENDAE  OF   STATE  PAPEES. 


1781_  *  TO  Wm.  Holt  Bsqr. 

Sept.  14th     "Sir, 

The  great  necessity  there  is  for  an  immediate  supply  of  provisions 
will  no  longer  permit  us  to  rely  solely  on  the  Officers  appointed  to  col- 
lect them.  In  looking  round  the  Country,  I  can  think  of  no  person, 
who  from  his  activity  and  known  attachment  to  his  Country  can  be  of 
such  service  as  yourself— this  consideration  I  am  sure  will  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  the  trouble  this  will  cause  you. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  take  charge  of  your  own  Mills  and  that  of  Mr. 
Dandridge.  You  will  by  every  possible  means  procure  wheat  to  be 
manufactured  at  these  mills— if  that  cannot  be  got,  then  employ  them  in 
grinding  meal. 

If  no  vessel  can  be  got  immediately,  send  all  that  can  be  ground  by 
land.  To  effect  this,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  impress  waggons, 
carts,  horses  and  negroes,  and  to  call  on  the  County  Lieut :  for  the  aid 
of  his  Militia.  At  this  time  I  flatter  myself  there  will  be  no  necessity 
to  make  use  of  compulsion,  but  if  any  inducement  can  be  wanting,  you 
may  assure  the  Country  people  that  no  team  employed  in  this  business 
shall  be  impressed,  during  the  time  it  is  employed,  and  as  long  after  as 
you  shall  think  just — Explain  to  them  the  situation  of  the  Army  &  I 
am  assured  their  virtue  will  do  the  rest." 

I  am  Sir, 

Yr:  very  hum:  Servt. 


Sept.  14th    '  Gov:  Nelson  to  John  Stme  Esqr. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Pierce  the  Commissary  General,  that  he  had 

engag'd  your  Mills f  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Troops  with  Flour, 
but  I  have  this  day  been  told  that  they  are  not  employ'd  in  that  busi- 
ness. General  Washington  is  arriv'd  and  the  first  division  of  his  Troops 
may  be  expected  hourly.  Unless  supplies  can  be  furnish'd  with  expe- 
dition, the  favourable  opportunity  that  now  presents  itself  of  releiving 
us  from  the  inconveniences  of  War,  may  be  lost^  Let  me  entreat  yx>u 
to  lose  no  time  in  setting  about  this  necessary  businesSj  for  which  your 
Mills  are  so  well  adapted.  I  cannot  pretend  to  make  any  contract  with 
you  on  this  bead,  but  thus  far  you  may  rely,  that  every  endeavour  shall 
be  used  to  procure  a  generous  allowance. 

T.  N." 

*This  letter  although  without  signatui'e  there  is  no  doubt  that  Govr  Nelson  is  the 
author, 
f  Kocky-Mills — in  Hanover  Co. 
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-*  TO  Capt: — Egberts.  1781. 


"  Sir,  Sept.  14th 

You  will  immediately  repair  to  the  South  side  of  James  Eiver  and 
take  charge  of  all  vessels  that  can  be  useful  in  transporting  provision 
for  the  use  of  the  army.  One  vessel  at  least  must  be  sent  over  with 
meal  from  Scott's  Mill,  and  those  in  the  neigbourhood.  You  are  hereby 
empowered  to  impress  vessels  of  all  kinds  and  negroes  to  navigate  them. 
If  necessary  you  may  also  apply  to  the  Commanding  Officer  for  the  aid 
of  his  militia." 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  14th 

The  vessels  intended  for  Charleston,  with  Tobacco,  to  be  sold'  for  releif    Kichmond 
of  Officers,  prisoners  at  that  place,  nearly  ready  to  sail — Asks  for  instruc- 
tions. 


Eich'd  Young  Assistant  D.  Q.  Master  to  Col:  Davies — in  reply.    Sept.  I4th 

"I  thank  you  for  your  approbation  on  my  Idea  of  Brigadeing  the  Prederic'sb'g 
Waggons,  which  I  am  sorry  to  Inform  j'ou  seems  to  come  in  slowly  " — 
He  had  sent  off  two  that  day  with  clothing — two  from  Loudoun  County 
just  passed  on  their  way  to  Eichmond  with  flour — He  had  written 
pressing  letters  to  Culpepper  and  elsewhere,  urging  the  collection  of 
waggons  and  provisions  to  be  sent  at  once  to  Camp — He  should  in 
future  send  all  the  flour  &  meal  collected  by  water,  as  the  waggons 
would  be  needed  at  Camp — Flour  barrels  exceedingly  scarce. 


Col:  Davies  to  Hon:  Mr.  Jameson,  enclosing  extract  of  a  letter  from    Sept.  14th 
Col :  Holmes  at  Winchester,  asking  instructions  as  to  the  disposition 
of  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  the  French  at  sea;  in  regard  tp  the 
differences  existing  between  seamen  and  soldiers  in  the  exchange ;  and 
the  rights  "of  this  state  in  contradistinction  to  those  of  another." 

Col:  Holmes  had  just  received  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  taken  in  War  Office 
South  Carolina,  whom  he  should  send  at  once  to  Jamestown  to  be  disposed 
of,  as  he  knew  of  no  other  "governing  principles"  of  exchange  than 
those  agreed  upon  in  the  Cartel  between  Genl:  Greene  and  Lord  Corn- 
wallis — It  is  evident  to  him,  the  present  "Commissary  of  prisoners" 
was  a  very  inefficient  one. 

♦Without  signature  but  no  doubt  from  Govr  Nelson. 
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1781.       David  Eoss  to  David  Jameson  Esqr.,  laying  before  him  the  claim  of 
Sept.  14th        Messrs.  Clark  &  Bentley,  which  it  would  take  upwards  of  "800  hhds: 
of  Tobacco  "  to  pay. 

Riclimond  The  credit  of  the  state  sufforing  by  the  delay— When  he  gave  the 
State's  certificates  he  fully  expected  that  Congress  would  have  reim- 
bursed the  State  for  her  expeuditures  in  the  Western  Country — Again 
asks  for  instructions  in  regard  to  the  vessels  ready  and  about  to  sail  for 
Charleston  with  the  tobacco,  especially  as  there  is  uneasiness  among  the 
officers  at  that  place  "on  account  of  this  remittance" — He  hopes  the 
debts  will  not  require  as  much  tobacco  "  as  at  first  expected." 


Sept.  15th  Andrew  Wodeow  to  Col  Da  vies. 

"Sir, 

Hampshire  So  many  unsurmountable  difficulties  occur  in  discharging  the  duty 

^°-  of  a  Commissioner  of  the  provision  law,  that  I  am  under  the  necessity 
of  declining  that  appointment " — Paper  money  having  totally  ceased  to 
pass,  he  can  give  the  people  no  assurance  of  their  being  paid  an  equiva- 
lent for  their  supplies — "  The  consequence  is  obvious  that  nothing  will 
be  obtained  without  compulsion,  which  is  at  best  a  disagreeable  mode  of 
proceedure — the  provisions  now  in  the  County  are  fast  spoiling  (it  being 
flour),  those  who  have  Waggons,  absolutely  refuse  to  carry  it  away, 
without  being  paid  for  their  labour  in  specie  or  its  real  Value — The 
Grain  (cheifly  wheat)  on  hand  for  the  Specifick  Tax  is  nearly  all 
destroyed,  no  barrels  to  be  had,  if  it  was  to  be  ground  up  into  Flour. 
In  short  I  see  no  way  left  but  to  make  immediate  sale  of  the  whole,  as  a 
few  weeks  more  will  totally  ruin  both  the  Flour  &  Wheat.  I  might 
moreover  observe,  that  was  anything  to  be  obtained,  I  have  neither 
Law,  nor  any*  other  mode  of  instruction  to  direct  me.  I  am  sorry  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  you  this  disagreeable  relation,  tbo"  strictly 
true,  and  am  with  much  respect. 

Your  most  obed.  Servt" 

&C&C. 


Sept.  15th  Major  Ed.  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies — explaining  his  course  in  regard 
to  the  men  who  had  deserted  from  the  Boats  and  had  refused  to  return, 
and  giving  the  authority  under  which  they  were  ordered  out  to  Ijhat 
service. 

Richmond  Adds  "This  Sir,  I  hope  will  convince  you  that  neither  myself  or  one 
employed  by  me,  gave  any  assurances  or  made  any  private  contract 
with  the  men.  With  respect  to  your  observation,  that  was  made  with 
some  warmth,  "  that  the  order  for  the  men  should  have  passed  through 
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your  oflace"  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  know  your  method  of  doing  busi-  1781. 
ness,  or  I  wou'd  have  strictly  conformed  to  it ;  for  be  assured  there  is  no  Sept.  15th 
person  who  wishes  to  have  every  transaction  carried  through  a  regular 
channel  more  than  I  do.  When  you  come  to  reflect  sir,  that  I  was 
unacquainted  with  your  rules,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  find  I  did  not 
merit  your  displeasure;  and  in  future  I  wish  you  to  consider,  that  if 
any  procedure  of  mine  is  not  governed  with  propriety,  it  will  be  for 
want  of  information.  Notwithstanding  the  manner  in  which  you  treated, 
my  application,  I  am  disposed  to  beleive,  that  had  the  order  for  the 
men,  have  been  referred  to  you  from  the  Council,  there  wou'd  not  have 
been  this  confusion ;  but  as  the  steps  which  I  took  was  according  to 
former  custom,  I  cannot  think  myself  blamable.  I  have  only  to  observe 
that  the  neglect  of  such  a  matter  is  so  gross  a  violation  of  trust,  that  I 
now  communicate  my  entire  approbation  than  an  enquiry  shall  be  made, 
and  the  delinquent  punished.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  use 
your  authority  to  bring  out  the  men,  as  no  transportation  can  be  carried 
on  with  the  small  boats,  for  want  of  them.  In  consequence  of  your 
first  recommendation  respecting  establishing  a  magazine  at  Shirley,  I 
informed  my  Agents  at  this  place  &  Petersburg  of  the  plan,  and  directed 
the  latter  to  appoint  a  storekeeper  to  receive  &  transport  the  supplies 
agreeable  to  your  advice.  I  have  now  conferred  with  Mr.  Pierce  upon 
the  subject,  and  it  will  be  done  as  soon  as  provisions.  Boats  &  men  are 
ready  to  play  in  the  prongs  of  the  Eiver,  so  as  to  keep  the  sail  Vessels 
going  below.  I  have  used  every  effort  in  my  power  to  expedite  the 
business,  not  only  at  this  place,  but  generally  throughout  the  State,  & 
shall  continue  to  do  so,  but  am  sorry  to  find,  that  for  want  of  induce- 
ment many  difficulties  are  thrown  in  my  way.  Let  me  intreat.  Sir,  that 
something  may  be  done  to  draw  the  people  with  their  means  of  trans- 
portation into  the  service,  willingly.  I  find  them  so  opposed  to  every 
measure  that  is  oppressive,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  effect  anything 
of  consequence  that  way.  Many  of  the  Teamsters  upon  the  late  occa- 
sion have  deserted  with  their  waggons,  after  throwing  their  loads  out 
at  improper  places:  others  with  their  waggons  where  sent  for  loads; 
and  others  with  their  Teams,  leaving  the  waggons  exposed — Certain  it 
is,  there  is  no  way  to  remedy  this  evil,  but  by  inducing  them  by  some 
way  or  means  to  serve  willingly." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir 

Your  obedient  Servant" 

&c  &c. 


Majoe  Charles  Dick  to  Col  :  Da  vies.  gept.  i5th 

His  letter  of  the  10th  inst..  had  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Mercer,  who  Prederio'sb'g 
'  who  has  every  day  since  being  going  to  Eichmond  but  something  or 
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1781.  other  has  detained  him" — He  has  not  since  had  any  other  opportunity 
Sept.  15th.    of  a  conveyance.  • 

"  The  Depretiation  is  now  from  800  to  1000  for  one ;  I  refer  to  what 
I  have  wrote  on  that  head,  and  with  regard  to  the  Tradesmen. — I  yes- 
terday had  one  of  my  Horses  press'd  &  carried  off  by  an  injudicious 
Press  Master,  and  under  Orders  of  our  C'ty  Lieut : — In  vain  did  I  urge 
the  necessity  of  my  having  two  Horses  to  do  the  Country's  Business, 
•which  cannot  be  done  without,  and  although  the  Trade  of  pressing  is 
frequently  here,  my  Horses  were  always  Exempt,  for,  was  I  to  hire 
Horses,  if  to  be  got  to  hire,  every  time  I  wanted  for  the  service  of  the 
Factory,  it  would  amount  to  a  great  deal  of  money — " 

He  then  begs  for  protection  against  a  repetition  of  this,  and  for 
authority  to  draw  forage  for  two  horses,  as  they  "richly  earn  it  in 
the  Country's  service."  'No  arms  had  of  late,  been  sent  to  the  Factory 
for  repairs — He  is  always  ready  to  meet  any  commands  he  shall  be 
honored  with  &c. 


Sept.  15th  Major  Chas  :  Dick  to  Mr.  Jameson — in  reply. 

Prederic'sb'g  Letters  for  him  from  liichmond  frequently  reached  him  by  accident, 
the  Express  coming  and  going  without  his  knowing  anything  of  it— He 
had  written  Col:  Davies,  giving  him  all  necessary  information  as  to 
work  done  &  delivered  &c — 

He  is  glad  to  know  that  such  an  active  gentleman  is  "  Commiss'er  of 
the  War  Office,"  and  if  properly  supported  will  find  in  himself  one 
equally  efficient — 

Concludes  "  That  no  Arms  shall  be  delivered,  but  on  Orders  from  the 

Executive  or  War  Office  is  most  agreeable  to  me.     Tho'  the  late  fears  of 

the  Enemy  coming  this  way,  made  a  necessity  for  it,  as  you  will  please 

see  by  the  account  of  Delivery,  and  every  officer  behaved  like  a  Prince." 

"I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Eespect" 

&c  &c. 


Sept.  15th  Declaration  op  Capt:  LATOtroHE  (original  in  French) — translation — 
in  regard  to  seizure  of  cargo  of  his  vessel  by  Col:  Kenner  of 
Northumberland  Co. 

On  monday  10th  Sept:,  he  having  run  aground  on  Smith's  Point,  Col: 
Kenner  came  on  board  his  Brig,  and  told  him  he  must  unload  his  vessel, 
because  she  would  go  to  pieces  upon  the  first  gale  of  wind;  that  there 
were  numerous  Enghsh  barges  cruising  along  that  coast,  burning  vessels 
and  taking  their  cargoes— &c— To  this  he  replied,  that  he  could  not  pre- 
vent the  coming  of  bad  weather,  but  that  he  had  ten  guns  on  board, 
with  which  he  could  keep  off  the  English,  and  had  no  fear  of  them— 
This  did  not  satisfy  him,  and  it  was  apparent  that  he  desired  to  get  pos- 
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sesbion  of  and  use  his  cargo  of  rum.  The  day  after  this  interview  while  1781. 
on  shore,  Col :  Kenner  informed  him  there  were  two  barges  coming  to  Sept,  15th 
take  the  vessel;  but  they  proved  to  be  only  fishermen.  On  the  12th 
Sept:  the  Colonel  again  came  on  board  his  vessel  and  made  requisition 
for  the  rum  accompanying  it  with  threats,  and  insisting  he  would  be 
responsible  for  every  thing,  and  with  his  militia  would  guard  and  pro- 
tect the  cargo. 

The  Colonel,  tired  of  any  longer  trying  to  induce  him  to  give  up  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  seized  it  in  spite  of  himself,  and  at  once  his  men  began 
by  cutting  the  rigging,  and  stealing  clothing  &c.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  was  obliged  to  unload,  and  accordingly  gave  orders  to  do  so. 
Thirty-six  hogsheads  had  been  landed,  over  which  he  had  placed  a  watch, 
but  it  had  been  reported  to  him,  then  Col :  Kenner  at  once  tapped  one 
and  drew  off  buckets  full  of  the  liquor;  which  was  carried  to  his  house, 
and  instead  of  being  guarded  was  drunk  by  his  militia.  Upon  inspec- 
tion, he  found  that  many  of  the  hogsheads  had  been  bored — He  demanded 
that  they  should  be  guaged,  but  no  one  was  found  to  perform  this  duty. 

On  the  14th  Sept :  he  got  his  vessel  afloat  again,  and  upon  going  ashore 
to  demand  the  hhds:  landed.  Col:  Kenner  thought  proper  to  keep 
twenty.  He  had  on  board  a  Captain  from  Annapolis,  who  guaged  the 
twenty  kept  by  Col :  Kenner,  in  which  were  found  to  be  2146  gallons, 
for  which  he  had  taken  a  receipt.  This  statement  he  affirms  is  true,  and 
is  made  with  the  intention  of  claiming  the  twenty  hhds :  rum. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  Sept.  I5th 

"Sir, 

I  amjust  informed  that  a  Brig  loaded  with  Eum,  a  prize  to  the  French  Williamsb'g 
Fleet  is  cast  away  in  Little  Wicommoco  River  on  Potomac.  I  have  sent 
orders  to  the  County  Lieutenant  to  secure  the  cargo,  and  afford  every 
assistance  in  his  power  to  the  Captain — The  distresses  that  our  Army 
may  Suffer  for  want  of  Liqueurs,  induce  me  to  wish  that  the  cargo 
might  be  procured  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  which  we  can  pay  for  in 
Flour — If  you  do  not  think  it  improper,  I  could  wish  the  Admiral  might 
be  applied  to  for  it — He  should  be  informed  of  the  accident :  which 
I  would  do  were  I  so  happy  as  to  be  acquainted  with  the  French 
Language." 


Brig:  Genl:  A.  Spotswood  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies, — Sending  Mr.  John    Sept.  15tii 
Washington,  Quarter  Master  1st  Legion  with  Eeturn  of  the  3d  Legion, 
and  requisition  for  Tents,  Camp  Kettles  &  Knapsacks. 

Col:  Mead  on  his  arrival  at  Eichmond,  would  let  his  wants  be  known — 
As  the  Officers  are  to  be  furnished  as  the  Continental  Officers,  begs  the 
favor  of  his  having  a  Marque  tent  made  for  him  as  soon  as  possible  & 
56 
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1781.       four  horsemen's  tents  for  his  Field  Officers— In  the  mean  time  he  will 
Sept.  15th    be  contented  with  Soldiers  tents  made  rather  larger  than  the  men's — 
Eequests  that  Mr.  "Washington  be  informed  where  he  is  to  get  arms. 


Sept.  16th  Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
War  Office,  I  have  paid  every  attention  in  my  power  to  the  requisitions  you 

Kichmond    ^^-^^^  ^^^  j^^pg  fyj.  better  times,  tho'  I  cannot  say  how  soon— I  have 
recommended  to  Major  Claiborne  and  Mr.  Pierce,  to  establish  a  Maga- 
zine at  Shirley,  to  which  place  every  thing  from  Richmond,  Osborne's 
and  Petersburg  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  Counties,  may  be  sent  in 
waggons  and  small  boats,  and  from  thence  in  the  Sailing  vessels  be 
transported  to  the  nearest  landing  to  the  Army.    I  have  urged  this  mat- 
ter:  it  is  only  approved,  but  nothing  more  is  done.     The'  party  of  Hen- 
rico Militia  that  were  directed  by  your  Excellency  to  be  employed  in 
the  boats,  up  and  down  the  river  as  occasion  may  require,  after  making 
one  trip  left  the  boats,  being  no  more  than  five  days  gone,  and  refused 
to  stay  any  longer  on  board.     I  have  made  eveiy  enquiry  of  Colo 
Southall  and  Major  Claiborne,  have  examined  the  orders  you  gave,  and 
taken  every  step  that  could  give  light  to  tho  justice  of  their  claim  of  a 
discharge  after  one  trip,  and  can  find  not  one  tittle  to  warrant  their  pre- 
tence.    I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  last  militia  law,  which  I  think 
makes  it  a  proper  step  to  apprehend  them  and  send  them  to  Camp, 
where  they  may  be  tried  according  to  martial  law — I  shall  first  try  the 
effect  which  the  last  clause  of  the  third  paragraph  may  have  upon  the 
officer  who  commanded  them.     Should  it  answer  no  good  purpose,  I 
propose  as  I  mentioned  before  to  have  them  apprehended  by  Col:  Dab- 
ney's  troops,  who  are  hourly  expected,  and  to  send  them  to  your  Excel- 
lency to  be  tried  by  the  law  martial.     I  would  however  be  glad  of  your 
Excellency's  directions  in  this  matter,  as  also  what  shall  be  done  with 
Col:    Barbour  of  Culpepper,   who   notwithstanding    the    Conductor's 
express  orders  to  bring  on  the  arms  to  Camp  were  shown  to  him,  has  yet 
had  the  assurance  to  seize  upon  29  boxes  of  arms  coming  from  the 
Northward,  and  has  given  them  out  among  the  people  of  his  County. 

As  there  are  but  two  members  of  the  Council  who  attend,  I  can  do 
nothing  but  state  his  conduct  to  your  Excellency,  tho'  I  confess  were 
my  own  wishes  to  prevail,  I  should  most  assuredly  have  him  tried  by  a 
Court  Martial,  and  if  convicted  as  an  Officer,  I  would  afterwards  prose- 
cute him  at  common  law  for  his  misconduct  as  a  citizen — I  hope  your 
Excellency  wiH  in  the  severest  manner  curb  this  spirit  of  licentiousness, 
which  if  not  soon  put  a  stop  to,  will  totally  defeat  every  design  of  gov- 
ernment, and  eventually  destroy  the  reputation  of  the  Executive 
authority,  and  the  particular  credit  of  your  Excellency's  administration. 
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The  waggons  from  Augusta  are  on  their  way,  I  am  told,  with  some       1781. 
supplies  of  whiskey.  Sept.  15th 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  haste  with  which  I  write.  I 
have  been  so  perplexed  with  doing  Mr.  Armstead's  business,  that  I  have 
not  leisure  to  do  my  own.  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  write  you  more 
fully  on  this  subject  at  another  time,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  some  conse- 
quence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  respectful  esteem 

Your  Excellency's  very  obed  Servt 

&c  &c. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Mr.  Charles  Lewis.  Sept.  I5th 

"Sir, 

I  will  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  undertake  the  collecting  of  Williamsb'g 
spades,   axes.   Hatchets,   shovels,   &   hilling  Hoes — k  you   are  hereby 
empowered,  to  take  for  the  public  use,  all  you  can  find  in  the  Town  or 
adjacent  Country. 

You  will  keep  an  account  of  the  Tools  you  receive  from  each  Person, 
that  they  may  be  returned,  when  the  service  no  longer  requires  them. 
You  are  also  empowered  to  impress  Negroes  to  bring  the  Tools  to  such 
Place  or  Places  as  you  shall  think  it  convenient  to  have  them  collected 
at." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Kenner.  Sept.  I5th 

"  The  Rum  mentioned  in  your  Letter  cannot  be  impressed  for  our  use,  Williamsb'g 
as  it  belongs  to  the  French  Fleet.    1  desire  you  will  be  particularly  care- 
ful to  secure  it  from  damage,  and  give  every  assistance  to  the  Captain 
that  is  in  your  power — The  Admiral  will  no  doubt  send  up  for  it  imme- 
diately.    If  it  is  necessary  order  your  Militia  out  to  protect  it." 


David  Jameson  to  Gov :  Nelson.  Sept.  I5th 

''Dear  Sir, 

According  to  daily  custom  I  called  on  Mr.  Pierce — he  thinks  Richmond 
things  are  now  in  such  a  train  as  to  keep  the  Army  properly  supplied 
with  both  meat  &  Bread — "We  have  written  letters  to  such  persons  in 
the  several  Counties  round,  as  we  thought  would  expedite  the  provision 
business,  and  have  advised  the  appointing  Active  Men  to  Superintend 
the  Commissioners  &  Commissaries  &  beside  ample  pay  have  given  them 
exemptions  from  Militia  duty, — in  short  every  thing  we  could  think  of, 
that  would  give  a  spring  to  this  momentous  concern  we  have  endeavour'd 
to  set  in  motion. 
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1781.  Col  Taylor  sent  from  G-loucest'r  Some   prisoners  of  War,  and  with 

Sept.  16th    them  a Iverson,  who  was  suspected  of  giving  aid  to  the 

Enemy — he  made  his  escape  from  the  guard.  Col.  Taylor  desired  advice 
respecting  a  Flag  vessel  he  had  stop'd — this  is  a  matter  that  does  not 
belong  to  the  Executive — He  will  I  suppose  apply  to  the  Commander  of 
the  forces,  or  put  her  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

Mr.  Eoss  did  not  agree  for  any  Salted  Pork — if  you  think  it  necessary 
that  some  should  be  procured  in  Carolina,  you  will  be  pleased  to  write 
to  Mr.  Newton.  He  must  not  engage  a  payment  in  Money  of  the  pres't 
Emission,  and  indeed  I  do  not  expect  the  holders  will  take  paper 
Money — suppose  he  agrees  to  give  flour  at  a  future  day,  in  exchange 
for  it. 

Mr.  Eobertson  the  Con:  Commissary  has  not  had  any  Money — Tou 
may  remember  you  promised  to  confer  with  the  Marquis  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  try  whether  money  cannot  be  got  from  Congress  for  him — if 
.    nothing  else  can  be  done,  and  he  must  have  money,  I  suppose  we  muat 
spare  a  little  of  our  small  stock. 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  did  not  get  here  til  late  on  the  13th  w'ch  I 
was  surprised  at;  but  on  enquiry  I  find  the  Stationed  Eiders  are  called 
in,  which  I  think  is  wrong — will  you  have  them  established  again,  or 
are  they  not  necessary — In  my  letter  of  the  13th,  I  mention  to  you  that 
we  had  not  exceeded  four  members  since  you  left  us — that  evening  Gen : 
Lewis  &  Mr.  "Webb  left  us,  so  that  there  now  remains  only  Mr.  Ambler 
&  myself,  and  when  there  will  be  more  is  very  uncertain. 

The  Executive,  my  dear  Sir,  were  held  in  small  repute  before,  must 
they  not  become  quite  contemptible — -Certain  it  is  I  cannot  consent  to 
stay  here  to  hear  the  daily  complaints  &  reproaches  of  the  people  with- 
out the  power  of  doing  anything — When  you  reflect  on  the  injury  done 
the  community  by  this  want  of  government,  and  how  soon  the  people 
will  think  themselves  free  from  all  restraint,  I  know  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  remedy  or  rather  prevent  the  evil — and  that  I  think  will 
not  be,  but  by  returning '  to  the  Board — The  Members  of  Council  will 
attend  if  you  are  present,  but  will  be  indifferent  about  it  if  you  are 
absent. 

We  know  as  little  of  what  is  going  foward  below,  except  by  vague 
reports  as  if  we  lived  at  Otahite" 

past  4  o'clock. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  finish,  I  was  favoured  with  your 
letter  dated  the  13th,  mentioning  the  want  of  Salt.  I  gave  orders 
immediately  and  100  bushels  will  be  sent  by  the  next  Vessel — 

Your  letter  for  Mr.  Burke  I  deliv'd  to  Capt:  Young— he  tells  me  he 
has  discontinued  the  riders  on  that  route  too,  but  will  immediately  send 
off  your  letter — 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem  and  respect, 
Yr:  Excellency's 

Mo:  Obe't  Serv't— &c  &c. 
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David  Boss  to  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 

I  am  just  now  honour.'d  with  letter  of  the  12th  instant — I  have 
been  very  uneasy  at  the  wants  of  the  Army,  and  unhappy  at  your  situa- 
tion, being  a  witness  to  their  distress  would  be  more  sensibly  hurt — 1 
have  been  at  Petersburg  and  done  all  in  my  power — three  small  vessels 
were  sent  oif — The  Want  of  Vessels  was  a  great  inconvenience — I  sett 
the  people  to  raising  some  that  were  sunk  &  in  a  few  days  there  will  be 
a  plenty  of  them  to  answer  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  Flour  & 
Meal — 

I  am  going  about  50  miles  up  James  Eiver  on  this  side  &  shall  return 
on  the  south  side — I  have  already  wrote  to  the  Millers  &  expect  a  con- 
siderable supply  from  that  quarter  &  of  better  quality  than  what  has 
generally  been  sent — I  shall  wait  upon  the  Commissary  and  advise  him, 
as  I  did  at  first,  not  to  depend  on  one  small  part  of  the  Country,  because 
it  is  near  him,  but  to  draw  supplies  from  the  wheat  Country  in  general — 
by  this  means  the  people  will  not  be  distressed  by  sending  supplies 
beyond  their  abilities,  the  flour  will  be  much  better  and  there  will  be 
plenty  of  it — 

Tou  may  rely  on  my  best  endeavours — The  depredations  of  the  Enemy 
along  this  Eiver  has  disordered  matters  exceedingly — Bolting  Cloths 
destroyed  mills  injured  &  vessells  sunk  or  destroy'd — When  I  have  done 
every  thing  I  can,  I  shall  wait  upon  you,  and  am  with  great  respect — 

Your  most  humble  Serv't — 
&c  &c — 


1781. 
Sept.  15th 
Eichmond 


Mr.  John  Pieece  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


Sept.  15th 


"Sir, 

I  last  evening  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  12th  Inst :  Richmond 
describing  the  distresses  the  Army  was  in  for  the  want  of  Flour  &  Meal — 
I  have  already  wrote  you  on  the  subject,  but  observe  you  have  considered 
the  navigation  too  uncertain  &  Tedious  for  immediate  purposes  & 
recommend  land  carriages  to  be  used — I  wish  Sir  it  was  in  my  power 
to  procure  them,  as  well  as  every  other  necessary  required,  no  oppor- 
tunity shall  escape  that  offers  the  least  Assistance  but  what  I  will 
attend  to,  and  shall  be  happy  to  merit  the  confidence  you  repose  in  me, 
by  my  exertions — I  have  this  day  had  a  conference  with  Col :  Carrington 
&  Major  Claiborne  &  hope  in  future  the  means  of  transportation  will  be 
better  attended  to  than  heretofore,  having  had  assurances  that  the 
strictest  attention  shall  be  paid  to  that  business — 

I  have  the  Hon'r  to  be, 

Yr :  Excellencies  Ob't  Serv't — 
&c  &c. 
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1781.  Gov:  Kelson  to  the  Lt:  Goveknor  (David  Jameson). 

Sept.  16th     "Sir, 
Williamsb'g  So  great  a  number  of  Horses  are  required  for  present  service,  that 

every  Expedient  we  can  adopt  will  scarcely  be  suflScient  to  answer  the 
Demand — It  is  my  wish  therefore  that  you  will  order  down  all  the 
Horses  taken  from,  or  left  by  the  Enemy  w'ch  are  in  the  Commissioners 
or  Quarter  Masters  Hands.  As  these  Horses  are  already  out  of  the 
Proprietor's  Possession,  this  application  of  them  will  be  least  felt  by  the 
People — 

The  supplies  of  Flour  &c  come  in  but  slowly,  so  that  I  am  still  full  of 
anxiety  on  this  account — 

The  Count  De  Grasse  has  returned  &  increased  his  Fleet  with  two 
British  Frigates — While  he  was  in  Chace,  the  Ehode  Island  Fleet  for- 
tunately got  in — This  latter  has  brought  upwards  of  six  hundred  land 
Forces  &  many  implements  for  a  Seige — l^o  movement  has  yet  been 
made  by  our  Army — It  is  said  the  Enemy  are  out  as  high  as  the  half 
way  House  in  Force  this  morning." 


Sept.  16th  Govr  Nelson  to  Col  Wm.  Da  vies. 

"Sir, 

10  o'clock  Tours  of  the  13th  Inst:  is  just  received — I  have  written  more  than 

AM 
Williamsb'g  °°^®  *°  ^^  ^^°^®  "^^  arrival  here  &  mentioned  the  Particulars,  wherein 

I  wished  for  your  best  Endeavors.  The  procuring  of  waggons  is  a  mat- 
ter of  so  much  importance  that  I  cannot  help  again  recommending  it 
to  your  attention.  You  will  also  oblige  me  by  sending  a  Copy  of  the 
late  Militia  Law.  Our  Army  has  not  yet  begun  to  operate,  but  con- 
tinues nearly  in  the  same  Position  as  I  found  it — The  Count  De  Grasse 
has  returned  from  pursuing  the  British  Fleet.  He  has  taken  two  Frigates 
&  is  joined  by  the  Ehode  Island  Fleet.  In  the  latter  some  600  land 
Troops — 

Permit  me  once  more  to  desire  that  you  will  press  those  whose  Busi- 
ness it  is,  to  send  Provisions  with  all  possible  Expedition. 

I  have  just  received  Information  that  3000  of  the  Northern  Army  are 
come  into  James  Eiver," 


Sept.  16th  Major  Eich'd  Call,  L.  Dragoons  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

Richmond  Cornet  Yarborough  the  bearer,  had  been  sent  to  the  Northern  Coun- 
ties to  impress  horses  for  the  cavalry  but  had  met  with  little  success- 
He  had  also  written  to  the  different  County  Lieutenants  to  furnish 
twenty  five  horses  apiece  for  this  service ;  but  as  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  people  will  supply  them,  he  asks  for  a  "Letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Maryland  respecting  the  horses  which  are  or  may  be  carried  there." 
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Bequest  an  order  to  purchase  one  hundred  Saddles  said  to  be  at  Alex-       1781. 
andria  for  sale;  also  for  thirty  horses  owned  by  a  Mr.  Wright  in  Eich-    Sept.  16th 
mond. 


Capt:  J.  Pbtor  to  Col:  Da  vies.  Sept.ieth 

"Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  was  just  deliv'd  me  by  Express,  Camp 
inclosing  the  returns,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  Your  '*™^  ^ 
motives  I  think  very  justifiable  in  giving  preference  to  provisions  sent 
down  before  Mil :  Stores,  but  at  the  same  time  the  reasons  of  this  deten- 
tion not  being  known,  I  naturally  undergo  the  imputation  of  remissness. 
I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Frazer  is  absent  or  that  there  is  not  some  person  in 
his  place,  who  will  forward  down  the  articles,,  particularly  for  the  Eifle- 
men :  You  mention  nothing  of  their  being  sent  on — Musket  Cartridges 
are  amazingly  wanted — I  have  not  10,000  on  hand  &  expect  drafts  for 
100,000  in  a  few  days.  I  am  at  the  greatest  loss  immaginable  to  know 
what  number  of  Military  Stores  did  arrive  from  the  North'd  as  Capt : 
Bohannan  was  five  weeks  w'th  them  at  &  about  Fauquier  Co.  Ho.  I 
certainly  think  he  might  tell.  I  have  heard  that  200,000  Musket  Car- 
tridges came  on,  which  have  been  requested  to  be  sent  down  above  twenty 
times.  Genl :  Weedon  has  likewise  interested  himself  in  getting  them 
down,  which  I  was  in  hopes  would  prove  effectual,  tho'  last  night  I  had 
a  draft  from  him  for  10,000  M.  Cartridges,  to  be  sent  to  Gloster  where 
he  is  Commanding — I  am  afraid  there  has  not  so  many  Cartridges 
arrived  from  the  North'd  as  was  supposed — The  Genl:  Eeturn  of  all  the 
State  Mil:  Stores,  particularly  the  powder  I  want  much,  as  I  am  call'd 
on  as  I  expected  &  can  give  no  satisfactory  answer — I  do  immagine,  we 
shall  want  a  Larger  quantity  of  powder  for  the  seige,  tho'  have  not  been 
call'd  on  as  yet,  but  think  it  w'd  not  be  amiss  to  order  down  the  whole 
we  have  to  "West  Ham,  which  I  am  afraid  will  not  be  half  enough — I 
am  in  great  hopes  that  a  sufficiency  has  arrived  from  Ehode  Island,  with 
that  Fleet  &  Garrison,  which  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  caine  in  day 
before  yesterday  w'th  Count  de  Grasse,  who  sail'd  out  after  the  British 
some  time  ago.  The  Eichmond  &  Iris  Frigates  have  also  arrived  as 
Prizes  to  the  Count.  The  French  &  American  Troops  are  hourly 
expected  from  the  head  of  Elk,  w'ch  hope  in  a  few  days  assist  in  scrib'g: 
out  our  first  line  of  circumvalation  around  the  Gentry  at  York. 

The  Marquee  has  not  yet  been  taken  out  of  the  valise  for  want  of  a 
pole;  as  soon  as  I  get  one  made,  I  shall  deliver  it  to  the  Governor." 

1  am,  Dr  Sir 

with  regard  &  esteem 
&c  &c. 
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1781.  Hon:  David  Jameson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Sept.  nth    "D'r  Sir, 

Richmond  Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  of  your  Letter  of  the  14th.     The 

pleasure  I  should  have  enjoyed  by  the  information  that  our  great  and 
good  General  was  arrived  in  Camp,  jvas  lessened  by  the  reflection  that 
we  are  deficient  on  our  part  after  all  these  exertions  of  our  Priends  to 
save  our  Country;  and  the  grand  object  may  miscarry  by  the  unaccount- 
able neglect  and  indolence,  to  say  no  worse,  of  our  own  people — I  wrote 
you  the  15th  that  we  had  taken  every  step  we  could  think  of  to  animate 
the  people,  and  to  inspire  the  agents  of  all  denominations  with  new  life 
&  activity.  If  there  is  still  anything  we  can  do,  be  assured  it  will  not 
be  left  undone,  our  whole  time  and  attention  being  employed  on  the 
grand  object  of  our  subsistence — I  speak  of  Mr.  Ambler  and  myself,  for 
as  I  wrote  you  the  15th,  we  are  the  only  shadow  of  an  Executive  left  at 
this  place.  As  you  do  not  say  (as  before)  that  there  was  no  provision 
at  Camp,  we  hope  you  had  a  temporary  supply.  Let  us  hope  that  by 
the  exertions  made  and  making  the  stock  will  increase  daily — Had  we 
the  free  navigation  of  York  Eiver,  great  quantities  of  corn  and  some 
flour  might  be  carried  down  the  different  branches — 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  esteem 
D'r  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

mo:  obed'thb.  Serv't." 


Sept.  17th 


CoL:  Thos:  Newton  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


'Sir: 


Monday  .  I  this  moment  received  the  within,  which  will  shew  the  necessity 

Norfolk^''  °^  ®°™*'  ™®°  ^^^^-     -^  ^^**^®  ammunition  will  be  wanted.     Capt :  Weeks 

will  I  doubt  not  use  his  best  endeavors,  but  a  few  strangers  will  add 

spirit  to  the  good  men  hereabouts  &  soon  suppress  those  bad  men  who 

commits  such  ravages — 

I  am,  yr :  Excy's  ob't  Serv't, 

&C&C— 

Enclosure  referred  to. 

Monday  Sept:  17th  1781. 
"D'r  Sir,  "^       ^ 

I  have  Seek  into  the  Situation  of  People  and  I  find  a  Great 

Many  Disefected  in  the  County,  Whom  I  think  Should  be  Brought  to 

Justice,  And  I  am  Getting  to  Gether  My  Men  Upon  that  intent  and  Capt 

Butt's  Men  Will  Join  me  as  Soon  as  Possible  and  then  I  Inten  to  Go 

Amongst  them  and  Bring  as  Many  as  I  Gett  to  Head  Quarters,  Where 

I  hope  that  they  Will  Meett  with  that  Punishment  Due  to  a  Tory  and 


OALENDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES.  449 


a  Enemy  to  the  Country.     I  shall  be  Very  Glad  if  you  will  acquaint  the       1781. 
Govener  With  My  Proceedings  as  soon  as  Possible,  Which  shall  not  be    Sept.  17th 
Wanting  in  Any  thing  that  Lays  in  My  Power.     I  have  no  news  to 
Write— 

from  yours,  &c — 

AMOS  WEEKS." 


Major  R.  Claiborne  to  Colo:  Da  vies,  in  reply.  Sept.  17th 

He  should  communicate  at  once  with  the  Deputy  Q.  Master  in  Mary-  Eichmond 
land  respecting  the  Cartridge  Boxes  belonging  to  Virginia  left  in  that 
state;  and  should  notify  Col:  Hendricks  at  Alexandria  to  attend  to  their 
transportation  &c — continues  "I  thank  you  for  the  information  respect- 
ing the  Arrival  of  his  Excellency  Gen'l  Washington,  and  the  necessity 
of  fowarding  Wagons,  horses  &  provisions  to  the  Army — I  assure  you 
Sir,  that  I  have  used  every  method  in  my  power  to  prevail  on  the  agents 
to  send  on  the  Articles  you  mention,  and  I  know  they  have  exerted 
themselves;  but  there  is  such  a  backwardness  among  the  people  that  I 
really  dread  the  consequences.  When  the  Agents  first  began  upon  this 
occasion,  what  with  their  influence  and  the  Warrants  they  are  possessed 
of  procured  a  considerable  number  of  Wagons  &  Teams  and  sent  them 
on,  loaded  with  provisions  &  forage;  but  the  abuse  of  trust  which  many 
of  the  Drivers  have  been  guilty  of,  has  retarded  the  business  very 
much — I  really  know  not  how  to  remedy  it.  I  have  nothing  to  give  to 
induce  the  people  to  turn  out  willingly,  or  to  continue  when  they  are 
out;  and  to  argue  with  them  on  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  the  case 
is  totally  useless:  for  the  words  are  no  sooner  past  than  they  are  forgot. 
However  all  that  I  can  say  is,  that  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  do,  shall 
be  done."'  ***** 


Col:  Wm.  Da  vies  to  the  Governor.  Sept.  17th 

"Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  order,  I  enclose  you  a  Return  of  War  Office, 
military  stores  not  issued,  as  delivered  to  me  by  the  Commissary  Gen-  l^ichmond 
eral  of  that  Department.  There  is  no  mention  made  in  it,  of  the  Arms  at 
Fredericksburg,  as  I  am  utterly  unable  to  procure  from  Major  Dick  any 
intelligence  of  the  work  done  at  the  gun  factory  under  his  directions. 
I  have  lately  received  intelligence  that  there  are  two  thousand  cartridge 
boxes  lying  somewhere  in  Maryland,  that  are  the  property  of  this  State. 
I  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  have  them  bro't  forward  without 
delay.  Prom  every  information  I  can  obtain,  it  appears  that  the  people 
are  using  their  endeavors  to  have  their  grain  manufactured  for  the 
army,  tho'  there  does  not  appear  the  same  willingness  to  furnish  their 
waggons  and  teams.  Twelve  or  fifteen  however,  are  daily  expected 
57 
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1781.  from  Augusta  and  some  more  from  other  parts  of  the  Country,  tho'  not 
Sept.  17th  many.  I  do  not  relax  in  my  endeavors  to  procure  them,  nor  shall  I  till 
a  sufficiency  is  provided — I  had  the  honor  to  address  myself  to  your 
Excellency  on  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  County, 
employed  on  the  boats  at  fii'st  by  your  order,  but  who  deserted  that 
business  in  five  days.  The  boats  are  still  idle  for  want  of  them,  and  I 
must  solicit  your  Excellency's  directions  for  my  conduct  in  this  affair. 
If  some  rigorous  measures  are  not  adopted,  especially  at  this  season  of 
prosperity,  government  may  find  it  difficult  to  enforce  its  orders,  should 
a  change  of  prospect  take  place.  I  mentioned  in  the  same  letter  the 
conduct  of  Colo.  Barbour  of  Culpepper,  whose  criminal  interference  with 
respect  to  the  arms,  has  deprived  Col :  Dabney  of  the  opportunity  of 
equipping  his  regiment  of  old  Soldiers  in  any  measure  fit  for  the  field — 
By  the  same  kind  of  licentiousness  the  County  of  Fairfax  has  seized 
upon  204  Cartouch  boxes,  that  were  intended  for  that  battalion,  and 
they  must  march  down  without." 


Sept.  17th  Thos:  Newton  Jnr:  to  Gov:  JSTelson. 

"Sir, 
ISforfolk  By  Capt:  Travis,  I  take  the  Liberty  of  informing  your  Excell'cy 

that  agreeable  to  your  directions,  I  proceeded  down  immediately  & 
appointed  Commiss'rs  in  the  Counties  of  Nansemond,  Norfolk  &  Prin- 
cess Anne — they  are  using  all  diligence  in  procuring  supplies  &  am  in 
hopes  the  fieet  will  fully  be  supply'd  with  beef  by  their  own  purchase 
&  the  Commissary's — Markets  are  held  near  the  Capes  by  which  they  get 
plenty  of  small  meets,  eggs,  milk,  poultry  &c — The  hard  cash  draws  sup- 
plies to  them  from  great  distances,  but  I  think  they  are  imprudent  in 
their  management — if  the  Consul  who  acts  here  as  agent  would  appoint 
some  one  to  make  purchases  I  think  they  wou'd  have  been  made  for  25 
pr:  ct:  less  than  they  now  are.  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  him,  but  sent 
your  powers  to  him  which  he  seem'd  pleased  with — I  have  made  a 
demand  of  one  tenth  of  the  Cattle  out  of  Princess  Ann,  which  are  now 
collecting  &  shall  deliver  up  to  the  fleet  &  either  take  payment  or  bills 
for  them,  but  am  afraid  many  will  be  lost,  as  we  have  no  guard  to  take 
care  of  them  &  the  Consul  will  only  receive  them  as  he  can  have  them 
taken  off — "  ***** 

*  *  "beef  will  be   the  chief  supply  from   this   Qr. 

Money  that  I  took  from  the  Treasury  will  not  buy  me  a  dinner,  but  am 
in  hopes  of  laying  it  out  at  S.  Quay — 

The  County  of  Princess  Ann  has  neither  civil  or  military  law  in  it— 

they  are  striving  to  collect  their  militia— to  morrow  will  determine  their 

numbers  to  turn  out— Murder  is  committed  &  no  notice  is  taken  of  it 

,,     for  want  of  some  support  up  the  Country- a  few  desperate  fellows  go 
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about  on  the  sea  Coasts  and  large  Swamps  &  do  mischeifs  in  the  nights.  1781. 
every  one  who  appears  active  against  them  is  an  object  of  their  fury — a  Sept.  17th 
few  riffle  men  with  an  Active  Officer  in  exchange  for  some  militia  from 
this,  might  render^great  service  &  keep  up  the  authority  of  the  Civil  jus- 
tice— I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Capt:  Travis  for  particulars  out  of  my 
power  now  to  give  you  a  detail  off  having  been  so  ill  that  I  cou'd  not 
attend  the  Shores.  ' 

I  have  invited  our  neighbours,  the  Carolinians,  to  bring  in  supplies 
which  they  cheerfully  do  &  hope  it  will  meet  your  approbation — 
Princess  Ann  is  full  of  Corn,  Hay  &c — they  have  paid  no  taxes  for  a 
long  time,  they  are  rich  (except  a  few  objects  of  the  Brittish  vengeance). 
A  good  forage  master  with  a  party  wou'd  make  large  collections.  They 
are  able  to  supply  both  sides  &  refuse  paper  money  entirely — Colo.  Thoro- 
good  the  life  of  the  County  being  a  prisoner  makes  things  go  on  very 
heavily,  if  he  cou'd  be  exchanged  matters  wou'd  alter  &  delinquents 
brought  to  justice — I  pray  your  Excellency  if  it  can  be  done  to  do  it — 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  the  advantages  it  wou'd  be  to  these  parts. 

Captain  Thomas  Herbert  some  time  ago  took  some  prisoners,  which 
were  given  to  Ld :  Cornwallis  in  exchange  for  Capts.  Eob't  Baron  &  Ed. 
Wanycut.  Herbert  says  he  had  Ld :  Cornwallis'  word  for  their  release, 
which  has  never  been  comply'd  with  &  he  keeps  both  the  men  &  those 
they  were  exchang'd  for — Coll :  Parker  has  the  receipt  Herbert  took 
for  the  men — Count  D.  Grasse  has  a  fine  Ship  for  sale  very  cheap  which 
Capt:  Travis  can  describe  to  you.  if  he  wou'd  take  provisions  for  her 
we  cou'd  easily  pay  it,  &  she  wou'd  be  of  great  use  to  the  State — a  set 
of  Carpenters  would  eat  as  much  as  he  asks  for  her,  in  building  the 
hull  &c. 


CoL:  Henry  Lee  to  Col:  Davies — enclosing  copy  of  a  communication    Sept.  17th 

to  him,  from  Genl:  Washington. 
"Sir, 

In  consequence  of  yr:  Lre:  of  the  31st  of  Aug'st  I  draughted  one  Prince  Wm. 
half  of  my  Militia  amounting  to  285  privates  besides  the  proper  Serg'ts  ^°" 
and  Commissioned  Officers  as  required  to  Command  them  by  the  Invasion 
Law,  and  had  them  ready  last  Wednesday,  to  march,  but  in  consequence 
of  his  Excellency  Genl:  Washington's  Lre,  a  copy  of  which  is  herunto 
annexed  I  have  kept  them  on  severe  Duty  in  repairing  the  roads  wch: 
were  impassable  for  the  Baggage  Waggons  and  Artillery,  which  has 
been  a  laborious  &  fatiguing  Duty — I  saw  his  Excellency  as  he  passed 
through  Dumfries  last  Wednesday,  who  directed  me,  in  Conjunction  with 
Colo.  Wagener,  the  County  Lt:  of  Fairfax,  to  view  and  Examine  the 
Ford  of  Occoquon  at  a  place  called  Wolfe-run-ford,  and  if  it  was  Possible, 
to  make  the  hills  there,  which  were  by  nature  inaccessible,  a  way  for 
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1781.  waggons,  to  have  it  done — in  consequence  of  these  orders  the  way  was 
Sept.  17th  viewed  and  found  might  be  made  a  good  road  with  much  labour,  and 
half  of  my  Militia,  draughts  &  all  are  &  have  been  Employed  about  that 
work,  and  in  a  few  days  I  am  in  hopes  will  be  compleatly  accomplished, 
w'ch  will  open  a  direct  way  from  Georgetown  to  Dumfries  and  shorten 
the  distance  many  miles,  besides  being  a  much  better  road,  and  well 
supplied  with  forage,  being  a  fine  fertile  Country  well  improved  with 
Meadows,  the  Genl:  likewise  advised  me  not  to  send  the  militia, to 
head  Quarters  until  I  heard  from  him  or  the  Governour,  whom  he  should 
inform  of  the  disposition  he  had  made  of  them,  but  to  hold  them  in 
readiness  to  march  on  the  first  call,  which  I  shall  do  untill  I  receive 
further  orders,  besides  We  were  disappointed  in  getting  the  229  stand 
of  Arms  from  Colo.  Peyton  in  Loudon  on  Genl:  Weedon's  orders.  I 
went  in  Person  to  Colo.  Peyton's  to  press  the  delivery,  but  he  shewed 
me  a  Lre.  from  you  forbidding  the  delivery  of  Public  Arms,  but  to  the 
order  of  yr:  Board,  and  said  he  should  put  those  he  had  in  the  hands 
of  his  own  Militia  who  were  ordered  on  duty  &  were  without.  We 
have  not  above  80  guns  in  the  County  that  are  anywise  fit  for  Service 
and  about  as  many  Squerill  Guns.  His  Excellency  has  ordered  the 
Fairfax  Militia  who  were  well  Armed,  on  the  same  Fatigue,  and  the 
whole  Militia  except  the  draught  from  Safford  who  had  marched,  are 
on  fatigue  duty  in  Clearing  roads  fi-om  Chappowamsick  to  Falmouth. 
Pray  inform  the  Gov'r  of  the  reason  this  Militia  has  not  marched  agre- 
able  to  his  Lre:  to  me  of  the  2nd  of  this  month,  w'ch  must  suflBciently 
plead  my  Excuse  with  you  &  him.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Army 
wants  bread,  &  will  use  every  influence  &  Exertion  in  my  Power  to 
Prevail  on  the  People  to  thresh  out  their  grain,  this  County  can  easily 
supply  60,000  bushels  of  Wheat.  A  list  of  the  Cloathing  w'ch  will  this 
day  be  delivered  to  the  Commissary  to  be  fowarded  on  to  Capt:  Peyton, 
shall  be  transmitted  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity;  they  have  been 
ready  (except  some  few)  several  months. 

I  am  in  want  of  Some  Blank  Militia  Commissions,  w'ch  pray  foward 
me  with  the  Articles  of  War.     I  am  with  great  regard  &  Esteem, 

Yr :  most  ob't  Serv't   < 

&c.  &c. 
Letter  referred  to  above. 

"Mount  Vernon  Sep  10th  1781. 
"Dear  Sir, 

Let  me  request  you  in  very  earnest  terms  to  employ  the 
militia  ordered  out  by  the  Governor,  in  repairing  the  roads  from  the 
ford  of  Occoquon  through  Dumfries  to  the  limits  of  your  County.  To 
do  this  &  to  do  it  well  is  of  such  essential  importance  that  I  cannot  for- 
bear urging  it  in  strong  terms.  The  baggage  waggons  of  the  French  & 
American  Armies,  the  Cavalry  &  Beef  Cattle  will  all  march  by  this  route 
&  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  a  few  days— Neglect  of  or  delay  in 
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the  execution  of  this  business,  will  not  only  retard  the  march  of  the       1781. 
waggons,  but  may  be  productive  of  essential  Injury  to  them.  S^P'-  1''* 

For  dispatch  and  the  better  performance  of  this  work,  it  may  be 
proper  to  divide  the  Militia  into  several  parties  under  good  officers, 
strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  Service. 

If  the  ford  at  Occoquon  admits  of  improvement  Let  me  entreat  that 
you  &  Colo:  Wagener  will  use  the  best  means  of  giving  it.  These  Ser- 
vices well  performed,  may  probably  exempt  your  Militia  from  further 
service,  &  a  march  to  York. 

I  expect  Count  de  Rochambeau  (Commander  of  the  French  Army) 
the  Chevlr.  de  Chastellux  &  their  respective  suite  at  this  place,  tomor- 
row on  their  way  to  join  the  army  below.  It  would  be  a  releif  to  them 
&  their  horses,  and  a  mark  of  attention  w'ch  I  am  persuaded  would  be 
pleasing  the  Gentlemen  if  this  State  would  assist  them  along  in  their 
carriages  from  stage  to  stage.  Permit  me  therefore  to  request  the 
favour  of  you  to  provide  at  Dumfries  the  means  of  carrying  them  to 
Fredericksburg,  where  I  will  engage  other  Gentlemen  to  take  them  up, 
from  hence  they  will  be  furnished  with  carriages  &  horses  to  Dumfries. 
With  much  esteem  &  regard  I  am 

Dr  Sir,  yr:  most  obed't  Serv't, 

GO:  WASHINGTON. 

Henry  Lee  Esqr.  County  Lieut,  of  Prince  William. 

P.  S.  I  expect  the  Gentlemen  before  mentioned  will  dine  at  Dumfries 
on  Wednesday,  if  they  arrive  here  as  I  expect.  Be  so  good  as  to  com- 
municate so  much  of  this  Letter  as  relates  to  the  repairs  of  the  road,  to 
the  Lieut :  of  Stafford  County,  &  in  my  name  &  behalf  entreat  him  to 
attend  to  the  business  in  his  district — I  wish  particular  attention  could 
be  paid  to  the  ford  at  Falmouth." 


Capt:  a.  Bohannan  to  Col:  Da  vies,  in  reply.  Sept.  I7th 

Approves  the  mode  suggested  for  transporting  the  Cartridge  boxes  Richmond 
from  Maryland,  especially  as  he  can  ill  afford  to  spare  Mr.  Frazer,  who 
is  collecting  "the  cannon  balls  &  shells" — He  had  ordered  the  Military 
Stores  at  New  London  &  Staunton  to  be  collected  at  Irvin's  Store,  to  be 
sent  thence  to  Westham.  Had  chosen  this  route  to  take  advantage  of  the 
water  carriage — Had.  sent  Mr.  Jordon  to  New  London  to  take  an  inven- 
tory of  Arms  at  that  place,  but  found  that  Capt :  Irish  "  had  claimed 
them  as  Continental  arms^  and  had  put  some  of  them  in  repair  &  sent 
them  to  Genl:  Green's  Camp." 
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1781.  J  NO:  Baird  to  the  Executive. 

Sept.  17th 

Petersburg  Asking  exemption  from  military  duty  for  John  Burrow,  Capt:  E. 
Booker's  Company,  his  services  being  necessary  in  aiding  "  to  bake  the 
Country's  Bread  "  and  transporting  it  to  that  place. 


Sept.  17th        Colo:  John  Nash,  requests  Col:Davies  to  supply  him^with  twelve 
Pr.  Edward  blank  Commissions  for  Officers  in  his  County,  so  that  no  excuse  can  be 
made  by  them  when  called  into  the  field. 


Co. 


Sept.  17th        Thos:  Clements  informs  Col:  Davies,  his  six  assistants  all  agree  to  serve 
twelve  months — He  ha 
directed,  but  finds  none 
them  into  the  County." 


Southampt'n  twelve  months — He  has  searched  the  County  for  cattle  &  horses,  as 
""         directed,  but  finds  none  that  were  "  left  by  the  British,  or  brought  by 


Sept.  18th        John  Eobins  and  John  Upshur,  Com'rs  of  Grain  Tax,  report,  they 

Northampfn  have  collected  "  107  bushels  of  Corn  &  1944}  bushels  oats." 
Co. 


Sept.  18th  Colos.  Cropper  &  Avery,  Eastern  Shore,  Ordered,  in  view  of  the 
pressing  demands  of  the  Army,  to  have  large  quantities  of  Corn  &  Oats 
collected  immediately  and  transported  to  Burwell's  Perry  on  Jas: 
Eiver — to  "impress  vessels  and  their  crews  for  this  purpose."  Liquors 
and  Salt,  said  to  be  abundant  on  the  B.  Shore,  are  much  wanted. 


Sept.  18th        Order  from  the  Executive  to,  seize  all  the  salt  that  can  be  procured, 
"and  all  vessels  that  are  proper  for  the  transportation  of  provisions." 


Sept.  18th  Eob't  Morris  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

na^ce  PhUa  ■""  ^^^^  J'eceiVd  your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  fifth  Instant,  from 

'  '  *•  Eichmond,  and  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  several  Letters  of 
the  16th  and  25th  July  and  23d  August— Accept  also  Sir,  my  Thanks 
for  the  good  wishes  you  have  expressed,  that  I  may  be  enabled  effectu- 
ally to  execute  the  Duties  of  my  office— Your  Goodness  and  your 
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Patriotism  both  assure  me  of  your  sincerity  in  these  wishes.     To  pro-       1781. 
duce  their  Completion,  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  that  the  States    Sept.  18th 
should  exert  themselves  to  furnish  solid  effectual  Eevenue;  with  that 
everything  is  possible,  and  without  it  nothing — 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully. 
Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  humble 
Servant." 


Capt:  A.  Bohannan  reports  to  Col:  Davies,  that  Capt.  Allen's  Inven-  Sept.  18th 
tory  of  Laboratory  Stores  shows — "  ten  Eheams  of  Musket  Cartridge  Kichmond 
paper  &  Ten  Thousand  Musket  Cartridges,"  on  hand. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Hon'ble  D.  Jameson  Bsqr.  Eichmond.  Sept.  18th 

"Sir, 

The  want  of  Forage  &  Spirits  begin  to  be  very  sensibly  felt  in  the  "Williamsb'g 
Army,  the  Country  around  here  being  exhausted  to  a  Degree  that  is 
extremely  distressing  to  the  Inhabitants.  Forage  for  5000  thousand 
Horses  will  be  wanted.  You  will  inform  me  where  the  public  stores 
are,  or  where  it  is  most  probable  it  can  be  procured — Military  matters 
remain  as  when  I  last  wrote. 

I  am  &c." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  Sept.  18th 

"  My  Lord, 

The  OflScers  of  the  Va.  Line  who  contracted  the  Debts  in  Williamsb'g 
Charleston,  for  the  payment  of  which  we  are  how  sending  Tobacco,  are 
desirous  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wallace,  one  of  their  Number,  &  still 
a  Prisoner  on  Parole,  be  permitted  to  go  in  the  Flag,  his  knowledge  of 
their  contracts  qualifying  him  better  than  any  Person,  who  is  a  stranger 
to  them,  to  settle  them  in  a  just  &  satisfactory  Manner.  If  your  Lord- 
ship thinks  proper  to  grant  this  Permission,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
enclose  to  me  a  Passport  for  him. 

I  am  informed  that  Major  Arthur  Dickinson  of  the  York  County 
Militia,  is  under  close  confinement  in  your  Provost.  Your  Lordship 
will  oblige  me,  by  acquainting  me  with  the  Eeason  of  his  being  treated 
in  this  rigorous  manner. 

I  am,  your  Lordship's 

Obed't  &  very  h'ble  Serv't— " 
&c.  &c. 
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1781.  Gov:  Nelson  to 

Sept.  isth    "Sir, 


Wllliamslb'g  Information  having  been  given  me,  that  Ealph  Wormeley,  Ealph 

Wormeley  jnr:  Philip  L.  Grymes,  James  Mills,  Simon  Prazer,  Eob't 
Gilmore,  Hugh  Walker,  &  Jonathan  Denison  of  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex: Dr.  Brokenborough  &  Archibald  Eitchie  of  the  County  of  Essex, 
&  Anthony  M.  Kittrick  of  Stafford  County  have  been  guilty  of  conduct 
■which  manifests  Disaffection  to  this  Government  and  the  Interest  of 
the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  required  &  empowered  to  apprehend 
their  Persons  &  papers,  &  to  have  them  conveyed  to  the  Town  of  Eich- 
mond  under  proper  guard.  You  are  authorised,  for  this  purpose  to  call 
upon  the  Militia  of  any  County  you  think  proper,  either  of  those  in 
actual  service,  or  otherwise,  to  aid  &  assist  you." 


Sept.  18th  J.  EoBEETsoN,  Dep:  Com:  Genl:  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Sir, 

Kichmond  This  moment  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  and  par- 

ticularly observed  the  contents.  I  have  frequently  informed  the  Quar- 
ter Masters  &  Commissioners  that  we  were  acting  entirely  in  the  wrong 
mode  of  business  &  positively  the  reverse  of  what  was  pointed  out  by 
Congress — but  as  no  person  has  ever  yet  appeared  with  the  Army  either 
in  the  Commissary  Genl:  of  Purchases,  or  Quarter  Master  General's 
Department,  to  receive  the  Supplies  from  the  State,  of  course  it  must 
be  done  &  none  but  me  to  do  it.  I  have  an  Agent  in  Camp,  who  has 
hitherto  received  the  whole  that  have  been  sent  to  the  Troops  with  the 
Marquis — Genl:  Wayne's  Issuing  Commissary  has  done  the  same,  as 
his  Brigade  has  been  partly  detached — I  have  spoke  to  Major  Claiborne, 
(&  shall  again  repeat  my  request)  to  send  an  Assistant  to  the  Army — I 
shall  immediately  have  a  Eeturn  made  out,  of  all  that  has  been  received 
from  the  State  since  my  appointment,  &  transmit  Copies  to  you  &  like- 
wise Major  Forsythe — "  *  *  *  * 
"  I  am  sent  for  by  my  Ass't  to  go  to  Camp  immediately — I  find  I 
ought  to  be  both  here  and  there  at  once — The  distress  my  Department 
is  in  at  Camp,  for  some  Money  &  their  daily  threatening  to  leave  me 
truly  disturbs  me — You  may  be  assured  Sir,  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  department  in  such  order  as  that  the  State  may  have 
the  just  Credits,  and  as  far  as  in  my  power  lies,  endeavor  to  keep  the 
Accomps  out  of  that  Chaos  in  which  they  are  likely  to  be  involved — 
***** 
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Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Hendricks,  Alexandria.  1781. 

Sept.  18th 
Ordering  him,  without  delay  to  procure  the  "hundred  saddles"  at  that  Williamsb'g 
place,  said  to  "answer  for  Dragoons,"  by  purchase;  but  if  not  to  be  got- 
ten on  these  terms,  to  "have  recourse  to  impress,"  and  to  transport  them 
at  once  to  Eichmond — "A  copy  of  the  above  sent  to  Capt:  Young  Eich- 
mond,  to  impress  30  saddles  from  Mr.  Wright ;  mutatis  mutandis." 


Ma.  John  Pierce  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  18th 

He  is  making  every  exertion  to  procure  supplies;  finds  from  a  visit  to  Eichmond 
Petersburg  the  prospects  promising,  the  Gommissrs  of  Chesterfield  using 
every  diligence — He  hopes  for  large  supplies  from  the  upper  Counties^— 
The  people  on  the  Northern  Neck  contend  that  no  commissioner  has 
authority  to  collect,  except  from  the  Executive — Mr.  Jameson  had  taken 
steps  to  correct  this  error — "The  prospect  from  Hanover  is  not  so  prom- 
ising"— The  only  salt  he  knows  of  is  in  Fredericksburg,  brought  there 
from  the  Eastera  Shore  by  order  of  Mr.  Eoss — He  should  have  some  of 
it  sent  to  camp.  > 


Liettt:  Col:  John  Taylor  to  Col:  Wm.  Bavies.  Sept.  18th 

"Sir, 

My  Legion  is  ordered  to  rendezvous  on  the  25th  instant,  in  order  Caroline  Co. 
to  join  in  the  great  work  of  the  day — I  have  sent  Mr.  Washington,  who 
acts  as  a  quarter  master,  to  know  in  what  manner  they  can  be  armed 
and  equipt. 

Having  just  returned  from  below,  it  is  wholly  out  of  my  power  to 
furnish  you  with  a  correct  return.  I  can  only  say  that  from  my  informa- 
tion furnished  by  the  several  recruiting  ofi&cers,  some  time  past,  204  men 
were  enlisted  &  furlowed  to  the  Ist  September,  who  with  what  may  have 
been  recruited  lately,  may  now  be  called  on — In  addition  to  these,  56 
men  have  been  enlisted  lately  in  the  army,  certainly  " — He  asks  for  tents. 
Knapsacks,  Camp  Kettles,  &c — tents  for  18  officers — ^As  these  men  are 
"engaged  for  a  considerable  length  of  time"  and  have  come  promptly 
into  the  field  without  the  clothing  promised  them,  he  trusts  allowances 
be  made  for  any  complaints  on  their  part — Concludes  "  To  lose  this  great 
opportunity  of  veteranizing  my  men,  will  still  leave  that  a  raw  corps, 
which  may  now  acquire  some  degree  of  stubbornness,  and  without  the 
equipments,  the  opportunity  must  be  lost,  Mr.  Washington  will  I  hope 
have  a  waggon  to  bring  over  to  Caroline  what  things  he  may  get."        * 

}|C  JjC  S|C  5(-  •(•  }fC 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c  &e. 
58 
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1781.  Col:  James  Hendricks  to  Col:  Davies. 

Sept.  18th    "Dear  Col:'' 

Alexandria  An  express  just  on  his  way,  gives  me  leave  to  represent  to 

you,  that  the  Commissioners  of  my  County  tells  me  they  are  about  to 
resign  their  oflSces,  as  their  sallareys  is  so  much  inadequate  to  their  ser- 
vices, and  that  the  sheriffs  have  absolutely  refused  to  receive  certificates 
granted  by  them  for  Provisions  &c — you  will  no  doubt  have  this  matter 
properly  investigated,  the  delaying  of  which  will  be  attended  with  the 
most  fatal  consequences  if  this  sentiment  is  Genl. 

I  beleive  the  reasons  given  by  the  Sheriffs,  is  that  Mr.  Brown,  late 
Commissioner  hath  not  settled  his  accounts,  and  the  creditors  will  not 
pass  the  Certificates  until  this  is  done — however  this  may  be,  I  have  not 
a  doubt  but  you'l  see  this  matter  in  the  Same  view  that  I  do,  and  that 
if  all  possible  respect  is  not  paid  to  Certificates  pass'd  for  the  payment 
of  goods  taken  under  the  orders  of  the  Executive,  all  supplies  must 
Cease.  I  have  with  much  trouble  and  difficulty  got  about  Fifteen  hun- 
dred to  Two  M.  Barrels  of  Flour,  in  motion,  some  by  land,  the  rest  by 
water — " 


Sept.  18th  COL:  JoHN  Stme  to  David  Jameson  Esqr. 

New  Castle  Asks  for  instructions  in  regard  to  his  duty  in  arresting  deserters — 
Sent  a  message  by  Mr.  Mercer,  in  regard  to  his  inability  to  keep  any 
horses  on  account  of  constant  impressment — Is  treading  out  his  wheat 
with  them  for  the  public  benefit;  should  any  more  be  taken  it  would  be 
necessary  to  require  protection  from  the  Council — He  had  already  fur- 
nished eight  horses  and  thinks  it  enough  for  one  person — Has  no  public 
wheat — His  mills  all  ready,  but  must  be  idle  unless  he  be  furnished  with 
funds  to  buy  wheat,  which  can  be  done — He  had  been  obliged  to  work 
on  Sunday  &  one  whole  night  in  order  to  get  the  waggons  off  from 
Eocky  Mills.  He  is  just  informed  that  "Major  McCall's  Horse  120  in 
number"  are  to  be  quartered  on  him,  and  asks  "  Can  this  be  right,  after 
•    the  depredations  mentioned  in  my  last  to  you?" 


Sept.  18th  Col:  John  Gibson  7th  Va.  Eeg't  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Head  Quar-  He  had  been  ordered  the  winter  before,  by  Gov :  Jefferson,  from  Eich- 
ters,  Ft.  Pitt  ^ojj(j  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  foward  a  supply  of  Powder  to  Fort 
Pitt,  for  the  expedition  under  Genl :  Clarke— The  money  sent  through 
Ensign  Tannehill  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  this  duty,  "  would 
not  pass  at  any  rate"  in  that  Country,  and  he  now  returns  it  by  Mr. 
Boreman,  with  the  request  that  it  be  exchanged,  &c. 


CALENDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES.  459 


Jos:  Jones,  J.  Madison  Jb :  Theo.  Bland  &  Edmund  Eandolph,  Dele-       1781. 

GATES  IN  Congress  to  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir,  Sept.  18th 

We  have  been  honor'd  with  yr:  Excellency's  favor  of  the  2d  Inst:  Philadelphia 

with  its  enclosures  by  Post — 

We  with  great  sincerity  return  congratulations  to  your  Excellency, 
and  our  Country,  on  the  happy  event  of  the  arrival  of  so  large  a  rein- 
forcement to  our  aid,  and  felicitate  them  on  the  Pleasing  prospect  of 
complete  success — not  doubting  but  that  the  ardor  of  our  Countrymen 
on  this  occasion,  to  cooperate  with  our  Allies,  Will  equal  their  generous 
efforts  to  releive  us.  We  are  informed  that  our  Army  on  the  North 
Eiver  is  daily  increasing  by  large  accessions  of  recruits  from  the  East- 
ern States;  and  is  now  in  a  very  respectable  situation  as  to  numbers: 
Sufficiently  so  we  hope  to  keep  the  Enemy  in  New  York  in  Cheque,  not- 
withstanding the  powerful  reinforcement  which  has  marched  to  the 
Southward  with  the  Commander  in  Cheif :  however  from  the  Enemys 
Possessing  the  Command  of  the  Water,  in  that  Quarter,  we  are  sorry  to 
inform  you  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  our  Army  to  prevent  them 
from  sending  a  considerable  detachment  to  New  London  in  Connecticut, 
where  Mr.  Arnold,  who  commanded,  landed  and  attacked  a  fort  Gar- 
risoned by  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  which,  (after  a  severe  Con- 
flict in  which  he  was  twice  repulsed)  he  carried,  and  put  the  Greatest 
part  of  the  Garrison  to  the  sword :  his  loss  is  estimated  at  near  two  hun- 
dred men  Kill'd,  wounded  &c — 

After  seting  fire  to  the  Towns  of  New  London  and  Groton,  which 
were  in  great  measure  consumed,  he  reimbarked,  and  is  returned  to  New 
York.  We  are  also  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  the  frigate  of  our  Ally  (the 
Majicienne)  in  going  out  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston  with  a  convoy  of 
American  vessels,  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the  Enemy,  and 
taken,  after  an  obstinate  and  Gallant  defence,  in  which  she  gave  time  to 
her  convoy  to  escape. 

By  the  best  accounts  we  have  from  New  York,  the  Enemy  are  pre- 
paring an  Embarkation  of  troops,  whose  destination  it  is  supposed  will 
depend  much  on  the  success  of  the  operations  of  their  fleet  to  the  South- 
ward— the  same  are  of  opinion  that  they  mean  to  extend  their  burning 
Plan  to  this  city.  A  large  Body  of  militia  from  this  State  and  Gersey 
are  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  oppose  such  an  attempt 
sh'd  it  be  undertaken.  We  have  reports  that  a  Squadron  of  men  of  war 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Digby  is  arrived  on  this  Coast — the 
report  seems  Probable  but  wants  confirmation — it  is  supposed  to  consist 
of  not  less  than  six  and  not  more  than  ten  shipps  of  the  line ;  'tis  said 
he  is  to  take  command  of  the  whole  fleet  on  his  arrival. 

By  some  intercepted  letters,  we  find  there  are  great  discontents  in 
New  York,  at  Sr.  Henry  Clinton's  conduct — that  they  are  much  dis- 
tressed for  want  of  men,  giving  six  Guineas  bounty  for  men  for  three 
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1781.       months — that  Arnold  has  been  greatly  disappointed  in  raising  his  Legion, 

Sept.  18th    which  after  all  his  promises  and  efforts,  amounts  at  present  to  little  more 

than  forty  men,  the  cheif  of  them  officers ;  and  that  even  that  number  is 

•  daily  diminishing — they  seem  to  expect  he  will  be  laid  aside.  Mr. 

letters  shall  be  handed  to  Col:  Petit,  and  every  exertion  in  our  power 
■>  used  to  promise  him  and  the  State  redress;  But  in  order  to  ensure  suc- 
cess in  this  attempt,  we  cannot  too  strongly  inculcate  the  necessity  of 
the  accounts  of  the  State  and  his  department  being  adjusted,  and  sent . 
on  to  the  office  of  Finance  for  statement,  for  without  such  an  adjustment 
and  a  Balance  appearing  due  to  the  State,  we  conceive  it  absolutely 
impracticable  to  bring  Congress  to  assent  to  an  advance  on  any  consid- 
eration, having  heretofore  used  our  utmost  efforts  in  vain  for  that  Pur- 
pose. 

We  have  a  report  that  a  fleet  of  six  French  and  six  Dutch  ships  of 
the  line,  with  a  considerable  body  of  Land  Forces  is  arrived  in  the  "West 
Indies,  but  of  this  there  is  yet  no  certainty.  We  cannot  refrain  from 
informing  your  Excellency  that  altho'  an  Agent  is  appointed  to  furnish 
the  Delegates  with  money,  &  we  have  been  long  in  expectation  of  remit- 
tances of  specific  articles  to  fix  a  permanent  credit  for  us  here,  yet  we 
see  little  prospect  of  its  being  accomplish'd  soon ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
it  is  with  Infinite  difficulty,  we  have  been  able  to  procure  the  means  of 
subsistence  for  ourselves  and  families,  which  we  have  been  constrained 
to  do,  by  borrowing  small  sums  on  our  personal  Credit,  or  by  Bills  drawn 
at  long  time  by  the  Agent,  in  our  favor,  which  cannot  be  discounted  at 
less  disadvantage  to  the  State  than  from  12  J  to  20  pr:  ct: — this  we  can- 
not help  thinking  a  ruinous  and  disgracefull  mode  of  obtaining  money — 
of  which  it  is  our  duty  to  advertise  your  Excellency,  in  hopes  that  a 
less  ruinous,  more  honorable  and  certain  expedient  may  be  adopted,  and 
that  we  shall  stand  excused  with  our  Country  for  the  enhanced  expences 
which  such  an  enormous  discount  subjects  it  to. 
We  are  with  great  respect, 

Yr:  Bxcelly's  most  obedt  &  very  Hble  Servt, 
&c.  &c. 

The  Parchment  Mr.  Beckley  wrote  for  may  be  obtained  had  we.  funds 
for  so  doing. 


Sept.  18th  Col:  John  Stme  to  Gov:  Nelson,  &c.,  by  Major  Winston 

"Sir, 

New  Castle  In  consequence  of  yo.  Directing  the  Eoads  to  be  mended,  just  come 

to  Hand,  I  have  been  able  to  Direct  only  100  men  (nearly  the  same  num- 
ber as  far  1  can  get  Eeturns)  of  those  now  to  be  releived  on  Duty  in 
Gloster.  Indeed  when  it  is  considered.  How  many  men  we  already  have 
as  guards  to  the  prisoners,  Eebuilding  the  Meadow-Bridges,  &  Employed 
in  the  Different  marches,  of  Eepairing  arms,  making  soldiers  cloaths 
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&c  &c,  with,  the  great  number  of  Invalids,  I  am  convinced  we  can  have  1781. 
no  pretensions  to  two  Battls.  I  did  mention  this  to  Mr.  Jeiferson.  He  Sept.  18th 
had  his  Doubts  about  it  &  so  it  Stop'd — I  shall  as  soon  as  possible  pre- 
sent you  with  the  returns  I  have  order'd — I  hope  j'ou'U  put  us  to  Eights 
wch  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  we  always  wanted,  but  much  more  so  since 
my  capture.  Would  it  not  be  best  on  Acct.  of  Provisions  &  other  con- 
siderations, to  remove  the  prisoners  Higher  up  than  our  Court  House? 
I  am  informed  by  James  Mercer  Esqr  of  Fredericksburg,  that  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington  Ordered  all  the  Militias  of  upper  Cotys  to 
Remain  at  home  for  the  Business  of  Repairing  Roads — if  it  is  necessary 
in  any  Coty  in  Virginia  I  am  sure  it  is  so  in  Ours,  for  Besides  The 
Meadow  &  L.  Page's  Bridges,  The  Last  Great  Rains  within  these  Few 
days  have  DemoUsh'd  the  Lesser  Bridges,  Mill  Dams  &  gullied  the  Hills 
in  such  manner  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any  Carriage  to  pass. 
Seeing  this  is  really  the  case  &  Mr.  Mercer  mentioning  fouther  that  a 
very  large  number  of  waggons  are  coming  on  from  the  North,  How  is  it 
possible  for  them  to  pass.  Besides  Sir,  Wheat  can't  wth  conveniency  be 
carried  to  the  mills  in  Carriages  on  this  Great  Call  for  Flour.  I  saw 
your  Excellency's  Ltre:  to  the  Commissioner  for  our  Coty:  &  was 
Pavor'd  wth  a  Line  from  the  Lt :  Governor,  &  imeadiately  put  Rockey 
Mills,  wth  all  my  coopers  to  work  night  &  Day,  on  my  own  Wheat  (not 
excepting  the  Sabbath  Day).  I  am  now  doing  the  same  here — Not  one 
grain  of  Publick  Wheat  can  I  get — I  say  Sir,  from  all  these  considera- 
tions, will  it  not  be  best  to  Discharge  my  militia,  at  least  those  that  are 
unarm'd,  to  proceed  oh  this  most  Salutary  Work  &  Adopted  by  our 
Great  &  Good  Comander. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c  &c." 

N.  B.  Majr.  Wm.  O.  Winston  who  comands  this  party,  has  very  par- 
ticular Reasons,  for  Wanting  to  be  Excus'd  this  Tour  &  for  wch  refer 
you  to  Him.  He  desires  me  to  inform  your  Excelly:  that  his  place  may 
be  very  well  supply'd  by  one  of  my  Old  Capts :  Very  well  Experienc'd, 
and  who  shall  be  sent  Down  Directly  He  Returns,  if  they  continue 
below  &  you  approve  his  acting  as  Major  pro  Tempore.'' 


Col:  Abka:  Green  to  Col:  Daties.  Sept.  I9th 

He  has  received  the  communications  of  the  Governor  and  himself  in  Amelia  Co. 
regard  to  procuring  wagons  to  transport  provisions  to  the  Army,  and 
providing  horses  for  the  use  of  the  French  Army — He  has  made  every 
effort  to  comply  with  these  instructions,  but  "finds  it  impracticable,  for 
neither  the  necessity  of  the  case  nor  anything  he  can  urge  for  their  own 
and  the  public  good  has  the  least  influence  with  the  people".  Would 
impress  them  but  has  not  authority  to  do  it ;  has  urged  upon  the  Com- 
missioners, the  great  want  of  provisions,  vinegar  and  spirits — This  is 
all  he  can  do — 


462  OALENDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES. 


1781.  Lt:  Col:  Thos.  Gaskins  to  the  Governor. 

Sept.  19th 

Camp  AppealiDg  to  him  for  clothing  for  his  troops,  "in  a  very  ragged  condi- 

tion, some  of  them  almost  reduced  to  a  state  of  nature  &  falling  sick 
daily  for  want  of  cloaths  sufScient  to  keem  them  warm  whilst  on  duty 
in  the  night  or  in  wet  weather " — Begs  also  for  shoes  or  boots  for  the 
Officers. 


Sept.  19th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Brig:  Gen:  "Weedon. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  I  have  this  Morning  received  your  Favour  of  Yesterday.     The 

Eeason  I  imagine,  why  no  Eeleif  has  arrived  in  your  Camp,  is  that  the 
Militias  of  all  the  Counties,  except  King  &  Queen,  which  you  mention 
were  ordered  to  come  down  on  this  side:  &  the  Militias  of  the  Counties 
North  of  Pamunkey  Eivor  to  form  the  Gloucester  Army.  The  Militia 
of  K  &  Queen  had  no  Eight  to  a  Discharge,  until  releived,  according  to 
the  late  Militia  Law.  I  have  already  given  the  necessary  Orders 
respecting  Ammunition,  &  shall  take  care  that  your  Force^  be  made  so 
respectable,  as  to  enable  you  to  awe  the  Enemy  on  your  Side  &  to  act 
an  offensive  Part.'' 


Sept.  19th  Gov:  Nelson  TO  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

.      "Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Tours  of  the  15th  I  received  last  night.     Tour  proposal  to  have  a 

Magazine  established  at  Shirley  is  certainly  a  good  one,  and  ought  to 
have  more  attention  paid  to  it,  than  mere  approbation.  The  navigation 
above  can  be  much  more  easily  and  expeditiously  performed  by  small 
craft  than  by  large  vessels:  which  latter  again  will  be  more  advan- 
tageously employed  in  the  lower  navigation.  It  is  my  wish  therefore 
that  you  urge  this  matter  in  the  strongest  terms  to  Major  Claiborne  and 
Mr.  Pierce.  It  is  necessary,  where  men  so  openly  and  on  such  interest- 
ing occasions,  dare  to  disobey  the  Orders  of  Government  as  in  the 
Instance  of  the  Henrico  Militia,  that  some  punishment  should '  await 
their  conduct — Whatever  method  you  shall  find  best  to  answer  this  pur- 
pose will  be  approved  by  me.  The  behaviour  of  Col:  Barbour  is  in  the 
highest  degree  reprehensible,  and  I  shall  take  that  notice  of  it,  which  it 
deserves,  and  which  I  trust  will  deter  him  and  others  from  like  prac- 
tices in  future.  The  Troops  under  Col:  Gaskins  are  so  shamefully 
deficient  in  clothing,  that  I  must  request  of  you  to  have  any  clothes 
which  are  ready  immediately  sent  on.  An  Officer  will  go  up  to  receive 
them. 

I  am  Sir 

Tr:  mo:  ob:  Servant 

&c  &c. 
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"D.  O.  Capt:  Jones  with  the  whole  of  his  Corps,  except  those  ordered       1781. 
to  the  mouth  of  Queen's  Creek  are  to  attend  Colonel  Innes  upon  parti-    Sept.  19th 
cular  duty." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Colo.  Babbour.  Sept.  19th 

"Sir, 

By  a  Letter  received  yesterday  from  the  War  Office,  I  have  Informa-  Williamsb'g 
tion  that  29  Boxes  of  Arms  were  seized  &  delivered  out  by  you  to  the 
People  of  your  County,  although  the  Conductor  shewed  you  his  express 
orders  to  bring  them  on  to  Camp.  If  we  were  to  consider  the  conse- 
quences of  such  conduct,  nothing  could  appear  more  criminal,  or  merit- 
ing more  severe  notice.  Suppose  it  to  be  general  in  the  Counties  through 
which  public  arms  pass,  &  no  one  County  Lieutenant  is  more  highly 
privileged  than  another,  the  Troops  embodied  would  remain  unarmed 
&  the  Force  on  which  the  immediate  Salvation  of  the  State  depends, 
rendered  incapable  of  acting.  A  great  Part  of  the  Country  would  be 
exposed  to  inevitable  Destruction.  In  this  Point  of  view  such  Conduct 
appears  to  be  a  crime  of  the  deepest  Dye  &  calls  strongly  for  the  Exer- 
cise of  those  extensive  Powers,  with  which  the  late  Laws  have  invested 
me.  Still  however  your  general  good  Character  inclines  me  to  consider 
this  act,  rather  as  intended  to  put  your  particular  militia  into  a  good 
state  of  Defence,  than  to  injure  the  Country  at  large.  Yet  this  must  be 
the  Consequence  if  the  Arms  are  not  immediately  collected  &  conveyed 
to  Camp.  This  you  will  have  done,  with  all  possible  Expedition,  that 
the  Troops  assembled  here  may  be  rendered  useful  on  this  important 
Occasion.  The  Injury  already  sustained  from  the  Detention  is  sufficiently 
great  &  I  hope  you  will  take  care  that  it  be  not  increased  by  any  unne- 
cessary Delay  in  having  the  present  Order  executed." 

I  am  Sir, 

yr :  most  obt. 

T.  N. 


Capt  Bleazer  Calender  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  19th 

He  had  seen  the  Order  to  Colo.  Thornton  to  send  all  the  flour  &  meial  Williamsb'g 
to  Pianketank — On  this  account  he  had  changed  his  plan  of  sending 
provisions  to  Burwell's  Berry  and  had  "  Ordered  the  skippers  to  call  at 
Mr.  Will:  Armstead's  house  in  the  mouth  of  Piankatank  Eiver  for 
Orders,  whether  they  are  to  land  the  meal  there  or  to  proceed  to  Bur- 
ril's  Ferrv  " —  ***** 

"  The  French  Troops  passing  through  this  Town  will  expend  a  great 
part  of  the  Flower  &  Meal,  so  that  the  supplys  from  here  will  not  be 
so  great  as  might  be  expected.  If  I  can  be  of  any  service  on  board  the 
French  fleet  will  Imediately  repair  on  Board." 

I  am  respectfully  &c. 
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1781.  Memorial  (French)   of  Jean  Vancheret,  representative  of  Godfrey- 

Sept.  19th  Linitot,  in  behalf  of  the  latter,  as  Indian  Agent  and  Officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Virginia,  praying  for  remuneration  for  advances  made,  and 
his  expenses  in  making  the  journey  to  "the  Illinois"  to  St.  Vincent,  &c. 


Old  C.  H. 


Sept.  19th  Majoe  Thos:  Poset  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dr.  Sir, 

Cumberland  I  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  Inst: — Tou  not 

mentioning  the  receit  of  my  letter  of  the  first  of  the  month,  sent  you 
by  Pitello  the  Commissary  of  this  Post,  makes  me  fearfuU  it  never  has 
come  to  hand;  in  which  letter  I  answered  yours  dated  the  27th  August, 
and  enclos'd  you  a  list  of  officers  requested  by  you  and  Government  to 
be  nominated  for  recruiting,  as  also  a  list  of  those  appointed  to  act  at 
the  different  rendezvous,  which  are  established  agreable  to  those  nomi- 
nated by  you." 

*  *  *  *  "I  have  shewn  the  Law 
for  recruiting  to  the  officers  which  are  at  this  place,  but  none  of  them 
seem  willing  to  undertake  the  business  of  recruiting. 

*  *  *  *  "Capt:  Darby  will  be 
the  bearer  of  this  letter  and  will  receive  what  ever  money  you  may 
think  proper  to  give  him  for  recruiting  at  this  post."  He  had  appointed 
an  officer  from  each  Eegiment  for  the  recruiting  service. 


Sept.  19th  Christopher  Eoberts  to  Gov.  Nelson. 

Nansemond  He  sends  by  Capt  Keel  forty  one  barrels  of  flour,  &  three  barrels 
"Indian  meal."  The  flour  impressed  from  Messrs.  Baker  &  Blow — He 
will  send  a  vessel  load  of  Indian  meal  the  next  day — Capts :  Keel  &  Eob- 
erts can  bring  "near  1000  barrels  flour"  to  the  nearest  Landing  to  the 
army  on  James  Eiver. 


Sept.  19th        Antht.  W.  White  Col:  1st  Egt.  L.  Dragoons  to  Col:  Davies. 
"Sir, 
Kuffin's  Capt:  Hughes  is  Just  arriv'd  with  a  small  proportion  of  cloathing 

®"y  for  100  men  of  my  Eegiment.  I  could  wish  Sir,  that  I  may  be  clearly 
understood  on  the  subject  of  cloathing  my  Eegiment;  to  render  the  army 
a  service,  I  was  willing  to  make  a  shift  with  anything  that  would  do  in 
the  Eoom  of  cloathing  Dragoons  are  entitled  to.— for  this  reason  I  con- 
sented to  take  over  halls,  shoes  &  some  Hatts.  Capt  Hughes  informs 
me  he  could  procure  only  a  few  pair  of  shoes,  &  Hatts  ware  particularly 
denighed  him— Can  you  suppose  that  I  can  take  men  into  action  with- 
out caps  or  Hatts;  and  are  you  not  well  assured  that  it  is  the  first  Eegi- 
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ment  of  Dragoons  that  ever  went  to  the  Field  without  Boots; — but  was  1781. 
they  able  to  render  the  Least  service  in  the  field  without  shirts  or  Sept.  19th 
Breeches  I  should  not  Hesitate  to  take  them  there.  I  hope  Sir,  you  will 
be  actuated  by  the  same  sentiments  &  that  I  may  be  immediately  fur- 
nish'd  for  one  hundred  men,  with  one  stable  Jacket,  two  shirts,  two  pair 
of  over-halls  and  one  pair  of  shoes  each  ;  About  fifty  Hatts  will  be  want- 
ing, as  caps  cannot  be  got  as  soon  as  we  shall  want  them." 

*  *  *  *  Sends  Mr.  Bowyer  to 

receive  any  clothing  that  may  be  on  hand  for  a  hundred  dragoons,  in  as 
much  as  he  had  promised  his  Excellency  these  should  be  ready  in  a  few 
days.  Begs  that  no  "trifling  objections"  may  be  raised,  "while  cavalry 
is  so  much  wanting." 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  I9tli 

"Sir, 

I  have  wrote  your  Excellency  two  letters  since  the  13th  which  are   War  Office 
not  acknowledged  in  your  favor  of  the  16th,  but  which  I  suppose  have 
reached  your  hands  by  this  time. 

Foreseeing  that  you  would  probably  want  the  Militia  Law  I  had 
enclosed  it  in  one  of  those  letters.  For  fear  they  may  haive  miscarried 
I  enclose  you  another  copy. 

All  the  horses  that  would  be  received  by  the  Continental  quarter- 
masters had  been  delivered  to  Major  Claiborne's  deputies  several  days 
before  the  arrival  of  Col :  Nicholas'  intimation  of  your  desires  on  that 
head.  The  remainder  are  so  utterly  unfit  for  any  public  service,  that 
they  are  an  expence  to  the  State,  and  with  your  Excellency's  approba- 
tion, I  will  direct  the  Quartermaster  to  sell  them. 

In  my  last  I  gave  your  Excellency  some  account  of  our  prospects  in 
the  article  of  waggons.  No  material  alteration  has  taken  place  since, 
unless  it  be  the  result  of  some  rascals  who  have  run  away  with  their 
waggons  and  Teams  and  hid  them." 

He  finds  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  cartridge  paper  on  hand 
in  the  Laboratory — Had  enjoined  upon  Mr.  Eoss  the  importance  of 
guarding  against  a  deficiency  of  powder. — Concludes  "I  am  much 
obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  news  you  give  me.  I  hope  by  this 
time  the  Army  has  begun  to  approach  towards  the  enemy. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  we  are  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  a 
tinman.  We  cannot  prepare  proper  ammunition  for  the  Artillery  unless 
we  can  get  one.  I  must  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  this  essen- 
tial matter,  as  we  shall  not  be  able  to  furnish  any  cannon  ammunition 
without  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  most  respectful 
regard, 

your  very  ob't  Servant" 
&c  &o, 
69 
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1781.  Major  Claiboene  to  Col:  "Wm.  Davies,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  S.  Walker 
who  had  voluntarily  given  his  Waggon  and  team  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  but  had  hlmseif  contrary  to  law  been  pressed  into  service  as  a 
six  months  soldier. 

Sept.  19th  Major  Claiborne  adds  "  If  such  liberties  are  taken  in  opposition  to 
measures  calculated  for  the  public  in'terest,  and  with  men  who  willingly 
&  with  so  much  propriety  enter  into  the  Service,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect 
success." 


Sept.  19th 


Capt:  Isaac  Yotjnqhusband  to  Col:  Da  vies — in  reply. 


Henrico  Co.  The  collections  to  have  been  made  in  that  County  had  from  time  to 
time  been  referred  to  the  Court  upon  each  term  of  its  Session;  and  at 
the  last  Col:  Southall  &  Mr.  Prosser  had  undertaken  to  divide  the 
County  off  with  a  view  to  executing  the  provisions  of  the  Law,  but  the 
"Brittish  come  up  and  throw'd  all  into  Confution:  Since  which  time 
nothing  has  been  don."  *  *  *  * 

"  I  am  now  parool'd  by  the  Brittish,  to  be  call'd  on  at  pleasure,  and 
tho'  I  have  acted  as  a  magistrate,  as  to  people  proveing  property,  Com- 
miting  Theifs  &  Keeping  the  peace,  that  may  be  wrong.  My  Excuse  is 
that  in  the  worst  of  times,  there  ought  to  be  such  OflSeers — if  it  is  not 
law,  it  is  Justice  and  Equity;  but  my  now  taking  on  me  to  do  more  is 
like  an  Officer  in  the  Army  going  into  the  field  after  being  taken  ■  and 
Parooled." 


Sept.  19th        Mr.  Wm.  Hay  writes  to  tho  Governor,  that  Mr.  Eoss  had  left  town  in 
Eicbmond    search  of  Flour  &c.,  but  would  probably  return  the  next  day. 


Sept.  19th 


Eichmond ' 


Mk.  Wm.  Hay  to  Col:  Davies. 
"Sir, 

Prom  the  supply  of  Thread  &  Linen  of  different  sorts  sent  up  to 

Capt :  Peyton  last  week,  as  also  twelve serges  of  different  colours, 

I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  keep  the  hands  at  work — 

Mr.  St.  Clair  was  furnished  with  £30,000  on  acct:  about  ten  days  ago, 
which  will  enable  him  to  keep  the  factory  well  supply'd  with  Threads 
&  Country  made  Linnen. 

As  to  the  Buttons,  there  are  none  to  be  procured  in  the  State  upon 
any  terms,  &  wish  you  would  write  to  the  commanding  officer  of  our 
militia  to  discharge  Humphreys,  provided  he  means  to  execute  his  con- 
tract for  Buttons. 
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However  anxious  I  am  to  encourage  any  new  manufactory  in  this  1781. 
State,  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  &  the  total  want  of  raw  mate-  Sept.  19th 
rials  that  are  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  Hat  manufactory  are  sufficient 
objections  against  the  Proposal  at  present.  Our  Northern  brethren 
have  got  the  start  of  us  &  are  already  possessed  of  the  art  &  the  mate- 
rials, &  can  supply  us  with  Hats  cheaper  than  we  could  make  them  here 
upon  the  most  frugal  Plan.  Our  Tobacco  now  begins  to  have  a  value  &  will 
put  it  in  our  power  to  procure  supplys  upon  better  terms  than  formerly. 
Should  no  untoward  accident  happen  below,  we  shall  be  able  to  export 
a  considerable  quantity  soon  in  order  to  procure  a  supply  of  clothing  for 
the  army." 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  ob. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Wm.  Eonald  Esq.,  Powhatan.  Sept.  I9th 

"Sir, 

I  have  jiist  been  informed  by  the  Commissary  that  the  County  of  Williamsb'g 
Powhatan  is  exceedingly  backward  in  sending  out  its  proportion  of  the 
necessary  supplies  for  the  army.  In  consequence  of  this  Information,  I 
am  obliged  to  arm  him  with  extraordinary  powers,  and  such  as  must  be 
disagreeable  in  the  execution — Shall  get  the  favor  of  you  to  exert  yourself 
at  this  critical  time  to  persuade  the  Country  people  to  send  foward  to 
the  army  every  possible  supply.  If  we  have  anything  to  fear  it  is  the 
want  of  provisions. 

The  importance  of  the  occasion  might  be  my  excuse  for  the  trouble 
this  business  will  give  you. 

Tr:  obt.  Servant — 
&c. 


Major  E.  Claiborne  to  Col  Davies — in  regard  to  the  case  of  S.  Waike.    Sept.  19th 

"Eather  than  agree  to  serve  the  6  months  with  his  wagon  &  team  he  Richmond 
will  run  the  risque  of  getting  her  out  of  the  service ;  and  says  he  will 
sell  the  horses  and  lay  the  wagon  by — He  also  intends  to  hire  a  substi- 
tute for  himself — so  that  the  public  will  not  have  the  service  of  him,  or 
his  wagon  or  team.  All  the  arguments  I  can  make  use  of  cannot  drive 
the  notion  out  of  his  head,  but  that  the  Court  Martial  has  treated  him  ill." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Capt:  John  Pierce  (written  by  G.  Nicholas  aid).    Sept.  19th 

"Sir, 

It  is  with  the  greatest  concern,  that  I  find  your  prospects  so  bad  Williamsb'g 
in  Powhatan — The  Millers  and  Country  people  must  be  obliged  to  lend 
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1781.  their  aid  to  the  support  of  the  Army.  If  you  judge  it  necessary,  you  are 
Sept.  19th  hereby  empowered  to  impress  any  grain,  in  or  out  of  the  straw,  Mills, 
waggons,  carts,  Horses  or  negroes.  If  any  resistance  should  be  offered 
you  will  apply  to  the  Commanding  OfScers  of  the  respective  Counties 
for  parties  of  the  Militia.  The  Commissary  has  not  at  this  time  one 
day's  allowance  of  beef  in  Camp— I  fear  most  of  the  Commissioners  in 
the  different  Counties  are  unequal  to  their  charge— If  you  find  this  to  be 
so,  you  must  appoint  other  persons.  If  the  Cattle  belonging  to  the 
Country  are  not  suflacient  for  the  supply  of  the  Army,  you  must  seize 
on  any  that  are  proper  for  the  purpose,  having  respect  to  the  number 
that  each  person  has." 

Tr:  obt.  Serv't- 
&c  &c. 


Sept.  19th 
Barracks 


Capt:  John  Tebbs  to  Col:  Davies. 

Claiming  the  same  right  to  draw  clothing,  as  that  accorded  other 
officers,  who  had  been  declared  supernumeraries,  "  at  the  White  Plains," 
at  the  same  time  he  was. 


Sept.  19th 

Greenbrier 
Co. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governer  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Virginia — 
The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Green  Brier 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  during  the  time  a  Garrison  was  maintained  at  Port  Randolph, 
your  Petitioners  emboldened  by  the  Protection  thereof,  had  taken  up  & 
settled  themselves  on  sundry  Plantations  on  the  Great  Kanawa,  above  the 
said  Station ;  which  on  the  withdrawing  of  the  Troops  stationed  at  Fort 
Randolph  aforesaid,  they  were  thro'  fear  of  the  Indians  obliged  to  abandon 
&  leave  desolate,  to  the  great  loss  and  detriment  of  your  Petitioners  & 
to  the  no  less  prejudice  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  in  general, 
as  they  thereby  lost  a  Barrier,  which  in  a  great  measure  covered  their 
frontiers:  under  these  difficulties  &  hardships  have  we  lain  for  these 
three  years  past,  hoping  that  a  Peace  might  come,  by  which  we  would 
be  permitted  to  return  to  our  Habitations  with  safety:  But  the  much 
desired  Blessing  not  having  arrived,  &  worn  out  with  the  Hardships  we 
sustain,  your  Petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  & 
the  Hon'ble  Council,  that  they  are  detei-mined  to  return  to  their  afore- 
said Habitations  &  propose  in  the  first  place  to  Erect  a  Station  on  the 
mouth  of  Elk  River  for  the  Protection  of  themselves  &  Families,  &  only 
request  of  Government  that  a  Lieutenant  and  30  men  of  the  Militia  of 
Green  Brier  County  may  be  stationed  there  for  our  assistance,  the 
Benefit  which  wou'd  accrue  to  this  County  in  having  such  a  Station 
there  are  so  obvious,  that  they  need  not  be  mentioned — the  finding  Pro- 
visions for  them  will  occasion  such  difficulties  as  formerly,  as  the  Tax 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES. 


469 


grain  annually  paid  by  the  Inhabitants  here  may  be  applied  to  their  1781. 
support.  As  some  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  are  intimately  acquainted  Sept.  19th 
with  the  situation  of  the  place  we  propose  to  Erect  a  Station  at,  &  the 
advantages  which  wou'd  result  to  this  County  therefrom,  so  we  pur- 
posely omit  mentioning  of  them  &  only  pray  your  Excellency  &  the 
Hon'ble  Council  to  take  our  Petition  into  your  Consideration,  &  We,  as 
in  duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray. 


JAMES  HUGAET 
WILLIAM  HUGAET 
THOMAS  COOPEE 
SAMUEL  VAENEE 
JOHN  WILLIAMS 
EICHAED  WILLIAMS 
JOHN  OSBOENE 
WILL  HAMILTON 
SAM:  McCLUNG 
JOHN  JONES 
JAMS:  JAERET 
JAS:  JOEDON 
JNO:  PATTON 
PBTBE  SHOEMAKEE 
JAMES  PATTEESON 
PATEICK  MUEPHY 
JOSEPH  McCLUNG 
WILL:  PULLEETON 
CHAELBS  GEOMEE 
JACOB  LOCKHAET 
JOHN  LEWIS 
JOHN  McCASLIN 
JOHN  EODGEES 
JAMES  HUGAET  Jnr. 
W.  H.  CAVENDISH 
JOHN  AECHEE. 
PBTBE  VANBIBEE 
WM.  JONES 
WILLIAM  CEAIGE 
WM.  BLEAK 
CHAELBS  McCLUNG 
CHAS:  HOWAED 
JOHN  DTEE 
SIMON  AKBES 
SAMPSON  AECHEE." 


ANDEBW  McFAEEAN 
SAML:  McGANAUGH 
LEONAED  MOEEIS 
ANDEBW  DONNALLY 
LEONAED  COOPEE 
JAMES  SMYTH 
THOMAS  ELIS 
THOS:  TEASS 
MICHL:  SEE 
JOHN  PATTEESON 
JOHN  BELLEW 
JAS:  McCAY. 
WM.  DYBE 
JOHN  GEAHAM 
DAVID  WILLIAMS 
GEOEGB  MALHAM 
SPENCEE  COOPEE 
JOHN  MoPBEEEN 
JAMES  HEWSTAN 
JAS:  THOMPSON 

DANL:  McDowell 

JOSEPH  CLAYPOLB 
JOHN  VINEY 
WILLIAM  DUNN 
JOHN  HAEEIS 
JOHN  VANBIBEE 
DAVID  McCOY. 
AECH:  SMBTHEES 
JOHN  PIPBE 
JAMES  KITCHEN 
JAMES  PLINN 
HEE:  MILLEE 
SHADEACH  HAEEMAN 
THOMAS  HOOP 
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Sept.  19th 

Greenbrier 

Co. 


y 


Col:  Andrew  Donnelly  to  the  Governor. 


In  aeeordance  with  instructions  from  the  late  Governor,  he  has  held 
a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  delinquents — These 
were  few  in  number,  being  some  men  ordered  to  join  Genl:  Clarke's 
Expedition  against  the  Indians — They  have  been  condemned  as  "Six 
months'  men "  and  ordered  to  report  at  the  Eendezvous  at  once — Since 
the  last  report,  some  of  Major  Hamilton's  men  have  deserted,  and  he 
himself  had  returned,  so  that  the  services  of  the  militia  from  Green- 
brier, under  that  officer  had  amounted  to  nothing.  Intending  to  remove 
from  the  County  he  hereby  resigns  the  office  of  County  Lieutenant. 


Sept.  20th 


David  Jameson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


"  Sir, 


Council  Immediately  on  receipt  of  yours  of  the  18th,  we  applied  to  the 

Chamber  Qommercial  Agent  for  a  supply  of  Spirits.  A  Mr.  Crew,  one  of  his 
assistants,  is  now  here  from  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  reports  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  lies  ready,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  proper  vessels 
to  bring  it  over  the  Bay."  *  *  *  * 

"Mr.  Crew  waits  on  you  on  another  occasion.  He  was  instructed  by 
Mr.  Eoss  to  purchase  or  charter  a  proper  vessel  to  go  to  Bermuda,  but 
the  owners  of  all  such  have  such  high  expectations  of  gain  on  the 
present  prospect  of  our  affairs  that  they  have  refused  to  accommodate 
him.  Mr.  Eoss  has  therefore  impowered  Mr.  Crew  to  impress  a  Ves- 
sel— but  a  doubt  arising  whether  the  people  there  will  pay  obedience  to 
Mr.  Eoss'  warrant.  We  have  desired  Mr.  Crew  to  wait  on  you  to  coun- 
tersign the  war't  he  has,  or  give  him  such  other  as  you  may  think 
needfull."  ***** 

"Maj:  Claiborne  assures  us  that  he  has  pressed  his  assistants,  and 
that  they  give  him  every  reason  to  suppose  that  large  quantities  of 
forage  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  army  both  from  Eappahannock  and 
Potowmack,  Aylett's  Warehouse  &  Hanover  Town  to  expedite  the  busi- 
ness. He  has  some  coming  down  to  Westham,  but  it  will  be  impossible 
to  procure  vessels  to  carry  it  down  from  this  place  when  brought  here. 
Could  we  be  possessed  of  the  navigation  of  York  Eiver,  considerable 
quantities  might  be  carried  down  the  branches  thereof"  The  craft 
employed  there  are  employed,  and  move  as  fast  as  they  can  with  safety. 
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Bellamy  Crawfoed,  "Cl'k  &  Pat  Master  op  te  Con:  Genl:  Hos-       1781. 

pital"  So:  Dpt:  to  Gov:  ISTelson.  Sept.  20th 

"Sir, 

Upwards  of  two  months  have  elapsed  since  my  arrival  here  a  Williamsb'g 
Prisoner  of  War  from  Charleston ;  during  which  period  have  waited  ^^*  ° 

with  the  greatest  patience  for  assistance  and  support  from  Congress  or 
this  State;  hut  if  the  dullness  of  my  sight  does  not  deceive  -me,  I  may 
continue  to  do  so  much  longer.  When  I  was  a  prisoner  amongst  my 
enemies  and  obliged  to  bear  their  rovilings,  I  comforted  myself  that  in  a 
little  time  I  wou'd  be  in  the  bosom  of  my  friends;  but  alas!  awaking 
out  of  my  dream  of  ease  and  happiness,  I  find  myself  in  a  strange  coun- 
try, without  money  or  friends,  and  even  the  common  necessaries  of  life 
were  allowed  me  by  the  British.  I  have  sacrificed  a  pretty  independent 
fortune  in  defence  of  my  Country  'tis  true — was  that  all  I  should  be 
happy.  What  bears  most  heavy  on  my  spirit  is,  the  present  condition 
of  my  unfortunate  wife,  far,  very  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  not  a 
single  necessary  provided  either  for  her  or  her  infant  by  way  of  nourish- 
ment, or  against  the  inclemency  of  the  approaching  season,  my  interest 
laying  at  a  distance  from  Chas:  Town  prevented  her  from  procuring 
them,  being  hurried  away  by  the  torrent  of  Tyranny  at  a  very  short 
notice,  torn  from  the  arms  of  a  fond  and  tender  mother  with  whom  I 
had  left'her — I  am  informed  Sir,  that  you  are  the  happy  father  of  a 
numerous  and  hopeful  progeny,  Therefore  your  feelings  can  but  describe 
our  distressed  situation.  I  am  sorry  necessity  obliges  me  to  urge  your 
Excellency  on  this  head.  We  both  rely  on  your  natural  goodness  and 
humanity  for  relief — 

I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself  your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  but  unfortunate 

Hum:  Servant — 
&c  &c. 


James  Hendricks  to  Col:  Davies.  Sept.  20th 

He  had  been  extremely  hurried,  and  so  engaged  in  collecting  and   Alexandria 
forwarding  supplies  to  "our  Starving  Army,"  that  this  must  be  his 
apology  for  his  delay  in  replying  to  his  of  the  17th,  adds  "I  congratu- 
late you  on  the  removal  of  Mr.  B .     I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw 

the  man,  but  his  conduct  hath  been  truely  shamefull  in  conducting  the 
important  department  he  had  the  management  of,  &  sincerely  hope  his 
Successor  will  do  better.  You  know  my  temper  I  think :  I  cannot  help 
finding  fault  whenever  I  find  things  going  wrong.     A  few  days  ago  I 

received  a  number  of  letters  for  the  Commissioners of  me  urging 

their  Sending  on  Supplies,  this  will  not  do.  the  Commissioner  for  the 
State  must  send  a  trusty  person  to  every  Commissioner,  who  ought  to 
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be  capable  of  examining  his  influence,  his  integrity,  his  activity  and  the 
State  of  his  County — the  appointments  of  County  Commissioners  hath 
been  carelessly  made,  and  many  of  them  within  my  reach  hath  done 
hardly  anything — without  the  utmost  diligence  no  supplys  can  be  had 
under  the  present  mode.  The  French  Gold  &  Silver  hath  the  most  Per- 
suasive arguments — there  is  no  withstanding  them  &  of  the  voice  of 
Common  fame  is  always  to  be  depended  on.  Some  of  the  Cont :  Com- 
missioners themselves  feels  its  force." 

He  has  sent  four  waggons  to  Annapolis  for  the  Cartridge  Boxes,  and 
as  soon  as  received  they  shall  be  forwarded  at  once  to  Richmond. 


Sept.  20th 


Bichmond 


Major  Ed:  Claiborne  to  Hon:  David  Jameson. 

"I  have  the  Honor  to  receive  the  advice  of  the  Hon'ble  Members  of 
Council  of  this  day,  respecting  the  pressing  necessity  of  sending  forage 
to  the  Army,  with  the  greatest  dispatch.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the 
Gentlemen,  that  I  will  take  immediate  steps  to  answer  their  wishes,  and 
to  keep  up  as  constant  a  supply  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir 

with  very  great  respect 

&c  &c. 


Sept.  20th 


Capt:  Henry  Young  to  Colo.  Da  vies. 


Richmond  Col  Dabney  informs  him  he  is  not  able  to  procure  a  wagon  from  the 
Continental  Depart'nt  and  therefore  demands  one  of  him — This  he  must 
refuse,  unless  the  order  come  from  the  Executive — Adds  "It  is  a  pity 
that  officers  will  not  do  their  duty  when  they  have  it  in  their  power — 
Maj'r  Claiborne  informs  him,  that  he  has  wagons  near  the  Town. 


Sept.  20th 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Mr.  Pierce. 


"Sir, 


■Williatnsb'g  The  Article  of  ^'revision  which  we  have  now  most  reason  to  appre- 

hend the  want  of,  is  Beef— of  which  there  is  at  this  time  very  little  if 
any  in  Camp.  I  have  no  doubt  you  have  taken  every  step  in  your  power 
to  keep  the  Army  supplied— Still  however,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  spur 
on  your  Assistants  from  time  to  time  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost. 
The  French,  I  am  informed  are  well  supplied  with  fresh  meats  from 
Norfolk  &  Princess  Anne  Counties,  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  collect 
Beeves  at  Hog  Island  for  this  purpose,  and  we  find  it  sometimes  impos- 
sible to  get  them  across  the  River  from  that  place.  You  will  therefore 
have  what  the  Southern  Counties  furnish  brought  over  at  some  place 
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higher  up  the  Eiver,  and  driven  to  this  camp.     Continue  your  most       1781. 
strenuous  exertions  every  way.  Sept.  20th 

I  am  Sir, 

Yr:  obt.  Humble  Servt. 


Genl;  Danl:  Morgan  to  Gov:  Nelson,  by  Col:  Nelson.  Sept.  20th 

"Sir, 

When  Major  Nelson  with  his  Corps  come  to  Winchester  by  order 
of  the  Marquis  to  refit — thare  being  no  publiek  stores  to  supply  an 
Artificer  to  work  for  them,  or  any  person  to  supply  them  with  Forage 
Major  Nelson  being  thus  circumstanced,  he  applyed  to  me  for  assistance, 
(the  Marquis  had  wrote  to  me  previous  to  this  and  inform'd  me  how 
much  he  was  distressed  for  want  of  cavalry)  I  immedietly  imployed  a 
number  of  macanicks  who  dispached  the  work  in  a  short  time,  on 
my  promising  to  see  them  paid — the  core  were  compleatly  acquipted 
in  a  very  short  time,  tharr  horses  in  good  order  &  well  shod — Capt. 
Armond  (who  was  appointed  to  superintend  this  work)  and  myself 
sined  the  accompt  and  the  workmen  sent  it  down  by  Mr.  Bush  of  Win- 
chester, who  presented  to  the  auditors  and  says  he  and  th^  accompt 
both  were  Treated  w'th  Indignity. — I  had  contracted  for  a  number  of 
shose,  and  the  workmen  were  about  them,  but  when  Mr.  Bush  come  up 
they  all  knocked  off.  1  have  got  some  at  it  again  but  gose  on  slowly 
and  if  they  could  have  been  shore  of  tharr  pay  I  should  have  had  a 
Thousand  pair  in  a  short  time — I  sent  the  accompt  for  acquiping  Major 
Nelson's  reg't  by  Colo  Nelson  &  if  it  is  not  paid  I  shall  be  obliged  to  pay 
it  myself — Mr.  Bush  told  me  the  Auditors  told  him  when  he  told  them, 
that  I  was  Liable  for  the  money,  that  I  might  pay  it,  if  I  made  such 
bargins  as  them — for  my. part  I  am  convinced  the  workmen  work'd  as 
cheap  as  they  did,  or  do  for  common,  and  if  other  ways,  I  dont  think  in 
a  case  of  that  kind,  when  the  enemies  horse  were  over  runing  the 
Country,  and  we  not  one  to  oppose  them,  and  ninety  men  &  horse  at 
this  place  unfit  for  service  for  want  of  a  little  repair  and  workmen  and 
materials  on  the  spot,  it  is  my  opinion  I  ought  not  to  have  stood  upon 
Trifles. 

I  sincearly  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival,  of  so  formidable  a  fleet  * 
&  army  to  our  assistance — it  must  certainly  make  good  men's  soul  feell 
happy — I  am  in  hopes  we  have  that  old  Pox  Cornwallis  pretty  safe. 
Nothing  this  sid  of  heaven  would  make  mo  so  happy  as  to  be  at  the 
takeing  him,  if  my  health  would  permit,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  not. 
must  therefore  pray  for  your  success,  which  I  shall  most  fervently  do. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

&c.  &c. 

60 
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1781.  A  Eichardson,  writes  to  Gov.  Nelson,  that  be  had  rescued  from  the 

Sept.  20th  depredations  of  the  Enemy  last  October,  a  large  quantity  of  Salt  and 
Nansemond  provisions:  that  they  had  since  been  consumed  by  the  Troops  serving 
on  South  side  of  James  Eiver;  except  about  fifty  bushels  of  Salt,  which 
he  should  be  happy  to  send  to  Camp  if  a  vessel  capable  of  carrying 
twenty  barrels  should  be  sent  to  "Milners,"  at  which  place  he  had  been 
for  some  time  acting  as  Quarter  Master. 


Sept.  21st    Gov:  Nelson  TO  CHARLES  Caetee  Esq'e,  Mann  Page,  &  James  Tutt 

Esq'es. 

"Sir, 
■Williamsb'g  You  will  be  pleased  to  superintend  the  sending  of  Cattle  from  your 

County.  To  enable  you  to  do  this,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  call 
for  the  pubhc  cattle,  and  also  to  seize  on  such  as  are  proper  for  the 
Army.  In  seizing  you  will  take  care  not  to  draw  too  many  from  any 
one  person.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  are  collected  you  will  send 
them  on  to  Camp,  and  continue  to  do  so  untill  you  receive  farther 
orders.  If  you  find  it  necessary  you  may  call  on  the  County  Lieut:  for 
the  aid  of  his  Mihtia,  either  in  the  impressing  or  sending  them  down. 

Yr:  Ob't  Ser't, 

&c. 


Sept.  21st  Gov:  Nelson  to  Hon'ble  D.  Jameson. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Yours  of  the  15th  &   17th  were  both  received  at  the  same  Time. 

It  gives  me  concern  to  hear  that  the  members  of  the  Council  give  such 
bad  attendance  at  a  Time  when  Matters  of  so  great  Moment  are  in  agi- 
tation, &  when  they  know  not  but  what  their  Presence  may  be  of  the 
last  Importance.     It  is  however  impossible  for  me  to  quit  the  Army  at 
this  Time, — at  least  the  bad  consequences  which  would  result  from  it 
would  not  be  compensated  by  any  Good  which  might  arise  from  my 
attending  at  the  Council  Board.     The  wants  of  the  Army  which  are 
many  &  which  require  the  most  instant  Attention,  are  here  represented 
to  me  on  the  spot,  &  the  most  immediate  Measures  are  fallen  upon  to  sup- 
ply or  anticipate  them.     Not  all  the  Exertions  which  could  possibly 
have  been  made  in  Eichmond,  and  by  the  Commissaries  and   others 
above,  would  have  prevented  the  Army,  either  from  suifering  extreme 
Distress,  or  seizing  the  little  that  remains  to  the  people  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, to  their  utter  ruin.     It  is  my  opinion  that  nothing  should  come 
into  competition  with  our  Endeavours  to  give  Success  to  the  present 
Military  Operations,  because  if  they  fail,  we  shall  have  but  the  Shadow 
of  a  Government,  if  even  that;  whereas  if  they  succeed,  the  Hands  of 
Government  will  be  stronger  &  will  be  more  respectable  than  evei* — The 
reason  of  my  giving  you  but  little  News,  is  because  there  has  been  very 
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little  to  communicate — We  have  been  waiting  for  Reinforcements  &  1781. 
necessaries,  for  commencing  &  carrying  on  the  Seige.  The  Gen'l  has  Sept.  21st 
been  absent  four  Days,  on  a  Visit  to  the  Count  de  Grrasse.  He  is  every 
hour  expected  back,  &  aa  Part  of  the  Northern  Troops  are  in  the  River, 
it  is  probable  the  Army  will  very  soon  move  down — Supplies  of  Beef 
come  in  so  slowly,  that  I  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  taking  from  the 
People  of  this  ravaged  Part  of  the  Country,  what  Humanity  strongly 
inclined  me  to  spare  them — Some  public  Money  is  much  wanted  here. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  order  down  to  me  about  £30,000.  The  case  of 
Bellamy  Crawford,  Clerk  &  Paymaster  of  the  South  Carolina  Continen- 
tal Hospital  is  just  represented  to  me.  His  situation  is  such  as  excites 
Pity,  and  if  it  be  possible  claims  public  assistance.  He  has  a  wife  far 
advanced  in  her  Pregnancy  &  is  destitute  of  every  thing  necessary  for  a 
Woman  in  her  condition  &  without  the  means  of  procuring  them. — 
Exhausted  as  our  Treasury  is,  I  think  we  must  on  this  occasion  spare 
something  from  our  little  stock.     You  will  send  it  to  me,   with   the 

Money  for  public  use. 

I  am  &c.,  T.  N." 


Major  Rd:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies — in  reply  to  his  of  20th  &  21st.     Sept.  21st 

He  had  ordered  supplies  for  GenI :  Spotswood's  Troops  to  be  provided  Richmond 
at  Fredericksburg,  Bowling  Green  &  Richmond.  Capt  Drew  the  only 
officer  who  has  tents  or  knapsacks  &c  should  be  at  once  communicated 
with,  to  know  whether  he  can  furnish  them  or  not — The  Camp  Kettles 
can  be  furnished  at  Fredericksburg  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  by  himself  at 
this  place — Adds  "I  assure  you  Sir,  that  I  will  at  all  times  give  every 
assistance  in  my  power  to  the  State  but  I  am  illy  able  to  do  it  at  present, 
owing  to  the  draughts  which  have  been  lately  made  by  Colo.  Carrington 
for  the  Southern  Army,  and  the  Army  in  this  State — Owing  to  a  want 
of  money,  or  some  other  means,  it  will  soon  be  the  case,  that  I  shall  be 
destitute  of  Camp  equipage,  and  have  little  prospect  of  being  furnished 
with  others,  as  the  materials  are  not  to  be  procured  by  anything  of 
which  I  am  possessed,  and  the  Quarter  Master  General  gives  me  no 
hopes  of  a  supply  from  the  Northard.  I  am  very  anxious  about  the 
wagon  plan,  and  will  by  no  means  suffer  an  obstacle  that  can  be  sur- 
mounted, to  hinder  me  in  the  execution  of  it.  I  am  the  more  Solicitous 
upon  the  occasion,  because  I  have  no  inducement  for  the  People,  and 
wish  to  have  some  mode  adopted,  which  will  bring  them  into  service 
willingly — Money  is  the  least  of  my  thoughts  in  this  case,  and  indeed 
in  any  other,  unless  there  was  some  certainty  in  it;  for  that  which  has 
been  Circulated  heretofore  decreases  in  value  so  fast,  that  I  have  little 
or  no  confidence  in  it." 

The  greater  part  of  the  Boatmen  had  returned  to  their  duty,  and  he 
hopes  no  trouble  will  again  occur  in  this  matter ;  and  he  is  particularly 
grateful  for  the  manner  in  which  this  subject  has  been  treated  &c. 
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1781.  Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Sept.  21st     "Sir, 

War  Office  I  have  juBt  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  19th,  and  shall 

pay  particular  attention  to  every  requisition.  I  have  been  long  doing 
the  duty  which  Mr.  Armstead  should  have  employed  himself  in,  and 
have  had  a  great  difficulty  in  collecting  the  supplies  which  in  the  course 
of  a  week  will  be  sent  to  you. 

The  unsafe  state  which  any  stores,  till  lately  would  have  been  in  at 
Richmond,  the  wide  dispersion  which  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  occa- 
sioned, the  capital  losses  we  sustained  at  the  Point  of  Pork,  and  the 
fatal  seizures  which  people  without  any  authority  daily  make  of  public 
supplies,  have  all  greatly  obstructed  our  prospects  of  Cloathing  and 
equipping  the  troops ;  but  I  hope  by  November,  we  shall  have  a  suffi- 
ciency for  them ;  at  present  they  shall  have  all  the  Summer  Cloathing 
the  Season  requires,  and  if  we  can  get  buttons,  and  a  few  more  articles, 
we  shall  have  the  coats  and  jackets  soon  done;  and  brought  forward, 
perhaps  as  soon  as  the  middle  of  November.  There  is  one  Humphries 
in  the  militia  of  Henrico,  now  at  Camp,  that  Mr.  Ross  had  agreed  with 
to  make  buttons,  tho'  I  do  not  believe  he  has  yet  made  any,  who  would 
perhaps  engage  to  your  Excellency  immediately  to  employ  himself 
about  them  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  do  that  business  at  home, 
instead  of  serving  in  the  field  as  a  Soldier — This  Article,  tho'  it  may 
seem  a  trifle,  is  yet  a  matter  of  real  importance,  as  the  cloathing  will 
be  retarded  for  want  of  them,  and  Mr.  Ross  does  not  know  how  other- 
wise to  get  them — I  must  therefore  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to 
this  matter  as  well  as  to  the  circumstance  of  the  tinman,  which  I  men- 
tioned in  one  of  my  late  letters  " —  *  *  * 
"  I  had  brought  the  boat  party  into  order  two  days  ago,  and  I  hope 
they  will  continue  so." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sineerest  Esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Serv't 
&c  &c. 


Sept.  21st  Col:  Jas:  Hendricks  to  Col:  Davies— Extract. 

Alexandria  "Colonels  Wardsworth  and  Carter,  agents  for  the  Prench  army  have 
engaged  a  number  of  assistants  round  the  country  to  purchase  beef, 
flour  and  forage  for  that  army,  with  specie,  that  infatuating  metal  will 
immediately  have  such  influence  that  not  an  ounce  of  any  Kind  of  supplies 
will  be  furnished  by  the  State  agents,  the  people  will  go  thro'  thick 
and  thin  to  get  the  crowns  and  louis  d'ors — I  foresee  the  most  dangerous 
consequences  arising  from  these  separate  interests,  the  America!  army 
must  infallibly  suffer."  He  then  suggests,  that  some  plan  be  devised  by 
which  the  Executive  can  contract  to  furnish  them  supplies,  and  control 
this  money. 
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Col:  Jas:  Hendeioks  to  the  Executive.  1781. 

Sept.  21st 
Expressing  surprise  at  having  received  their  communication  of  the   Alexandria 
6th  inst:  informing  him  that  Col:  Eicd:  Morris  had  reported  him  as 
delinquent  in    settling   his   accounts   as   collector   of  specific   supplies 
received  &  delivered — The  Colonel  should  have  recollected  that  he  (Hen- 
dricks) had  never  acted  in  that  capacity. 


Gov:  Thos:  S.  Lee  to  Gov:  Nelson  of  Ya. 


'Sir, 


We  are  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  13th  inst, 
and  shall  feel  ourselves  happy  in  rendering  every  assistance  in  our  power 
to  the  Army  in  Virginia,  but  from  the  distressed  situation  of  our  com- 
merce, the  article  of  salt  has  become  very  scarce  within  this  State,  and 
we  fear  is  not  procureable  in  any  short  time.     We  have  given  directions 
to  foward  all  the  Flour  that  can  possibly  be  collected  without  delay — 
upwards  of  two  thousand  barrels  is  ready,  and  part  thereof  shipped — 
The  ressidue  will  be  fowarded  with  all  expedition." 
We  are  with  very  great  personal 
respect  and  Esteem 
Your  Excellency's 

mo :  obed :  &  Hbl  Servts, 
&c  &e. 


Sept.  21st 


Annapolis, 
In  Council 


Gov:  Thos:  S.  Lee*  to  Gov:  Nelson — reed:  the  27th. 


Sept.  21st 


"Sir, 

This  moment  Major  &enl:  the  Baron  Viomeniel  compleated  the  Friday  noon 
embarkation  of  the  French  Troops  under  his  command,  destined  for 
Head  Quarters  in  Virginia — part  of  their  baggage  only,  goes  by  water, 
the  remainder  is  sent  by  Land.  Apprehensive  of  danger  from  the 
Enemy,  After  the  waggons  pass  Fredericksburg,  the  Baron  desired  me 
to  solicit  your  Excellency  to  afford  guards  of  militia  for  its  protection 
from  thence  to  Williamsburg — The  Baggage  will  be  at  Fredericksburg 
about  the  26th  of  this  month,  and  if  no  accident  happens,  at  Head 
Quarters  the  first  of  next. 

With  sentiments  of  very  great  personal 

respect  &  Esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

&C-&C. 


*  Imperfect  private  seal  in  wax. 
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1781.  James  Hendeicks  to  "John  Pierce  Esqr." 

Sept.  21st     "Dear  Sir, 

Alexandria  I  lament  the  want  of  vigorous  Exertions  in  your  Assistants 

in  the  Counties  above  me — yesterday  came  three  waggons  (which  T  had 
impressed  in  Loudon)  without  any  flour — I  now  have  it  in  my  Power  to 
send  by  water,  all  the  flour  that  is  made  in  Fairfax,  Loudon,  Berkley, 
Frederick,  Hampshire,  &  Shenandoah,  if  it  was  order'd  here.  Certainly 
these  Counties  have  flour  if  they  would  send  it.  all  the  supplys  for  this 
station  I  have  Colected  by  the  Comissioner  for  Fairfax — if  the  other 
Counties  wou'd  give  half  as  much  it  wou'd  do,  and  I  know  well  some  of 
them  cou'd  give  three  times  the  Qty:  of  flour." 

"The  French  agents  have  their  assistants  out  Buying  Flour  &  Beef 
with  specie" — Insists  that  something  be  done  to  establish  an  under- 
standing between  these  agents  and  the  Government,  else  the  "Army 
must  starve  "^ — -He  had  written  to  Commissioners,  Magistrates,  County 
Lieutenants  and  to  every  man  of  influence  on  this  subject,  but  it  "all 
will  avail  nothing,  the  Gold  &  Silver  will  overset  all." 


Sept.  21st 


Hanover 


Col:  J.  Stme  to  Hon:  David  Jameson,  by  Mr.  Lacy. 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  met  yours  of  the  19th  on  the  Eoad  &  am  to  tell  you  in 
Haste,  that  I  am  Doing  all  in  my  Power  Both  at  Eockey  Mills  &  New 
Castle  (from  w'ch  last  place  I  Eeturn'd  last  night)  that  man  can  do,  but 
am  sorry  to  Eeport  what  I  said  so  often  that  very  little  public  Wheat  is 
yet  Brought  in.  I  Have  wth  Mr.  Butler's  knowledge  appointed  Eiders 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  wheat  in."  *  *  * 

With  sorrow  I  inform  you  Colo.  Call's  Horse  is  upon  me  at  New  Cas- 
tle— I  saw  them  there.  You  shall  hear  from  me  soon,  mean  time,  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be. 

Dr.  Sir 


Sept.  21st        Circular,  from  Thos.  M.  Kean  President  of  Congress,  to  Gov:  Nelson, 
Philadelphia  of  Aug:  31st  &  Sept  14th  enclosing  Acts  of  Congress  "giving  informa- 
tion in  matters  relating  to  the  Consular  &  Vice-Consular  Powers  &c. 


Sept.  22d 


Mr.  Pierce  Com:  G.  Provisions,  to  Col:  Davies. 


^°^?s  Office      "^^  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^^^^-^  ^^^^^  *°  ®^*'^^^  ^^^  complaints  of  the  County 
'■y  ^       '^^  Commissioners  and  Sheriffs;  and  although  their  pay  is  certainly  inade- 
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quate  to  the  services  demanded  of  them,  he  is  greatly  surprised,  that       1781. 
they  should  threaten  to  resign  at  a  time  when  their  exertions  are  so     Sept.  22d 
imperiously  demanded — He  should  make  another  appeal  to  them. 


Eichd:  Graham  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  Sept.  22d 

"Dear  Sir, 

On  my  return  from  Philadelphia,  I  found  your  favor  of  the  Dumfries 
4th  inst. — I  have  not  yet  had  it  in  my  power  to  see  many  of  the  people, 
but  you  may  rely  on  my  utmost  exertions  in  prevailing  on  them  to 
thresh  out  their  wheat,  &  getting  it  sent  to  the  Mill,  but  I  am  doubtful, 
that  unless  the  farmer  can  be  put  on  some  certainty  of  the  mode  of 
payment,  the  quantities  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  demand — Colo. 
Blaine,  C.  Genl:  (with  whom  I  had  some  conversation  on  the  subject  in 
Philadelphia,  called  on  me  yesterday  on  his  way  to  Williamsb'g)  is  upon 
a  plan  to  make  a  joint  purchase  for  the  French  &  American  Army — if 
this  can  be  effected,  the  ready  money  of  the  former  will  assist  the  credit 
of  the  latter  &  bring  the  Wheat  to  the  Mills  &  the  flour  to  the  Army  in 
sufficient  quantities  immediately — Whereas,  in  my  opinion  every  attempt 
to  get  Flour  by  impressment  will  retard  a  supply — because  in  this  case 
the  millers  will  not  buy  wheat  if  their  flour  is  impressed— And  it  will 
be  a  very  slow  &  uncertain  supply  to  impress  wheat  &  men  &  Horses  to 
thresh  it  out  &c —    *  *  *  *  * 

It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  render  you  any  service  in  this 
quarter  &  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  Ob't  Serv'nt." 


Eo :  BuKTON,  Quarter  Master  &c — to  Gov :  Nelson  of  Va.  (Express).    Sept.  22d 

"Sir, 

Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  I  have  no  doubt,  have  heard  of  State  North 
Governor  Burke's  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  Tories,  and  carry'd  to  ^'^^'ol'^S') 
Wilmington;  a  circumstance  to  this  State  truly  alarming;    Since  his  County 
Excellency's  being  Captured,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  has  never  con- 
vened a  Council,  therefore  your  Letter  of  the  13th  cannot  be  answered 
officially — but  as  all  the  Letters  directed  to  Governor  Burke,  that  has 
come  to  hand,  since  his  captivity,  has  been  left  in  my  care  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  I  have  .taken  the  Liberty  opening  yours — Your 
Excellency  urges  the  necessity  of  this  State  supplying  yours  with  salt 
and  Beef;  the  former  there  will  (in  my  opinion)  be  no  possibility  of  fur- 
nishing you  with,  it  being  so  scarce  here,  that  the  inhabitants  must  suf- 
fer greatly  for  want  of  it — We  have  of  the  Latter,  vei-y  large  quantities, 
but  it  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  individuals,    if  proper  persons  were 
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1781.  sent,  large  purchases  might  be  made  here,  which  certainly  would  meet 
Sept.  22d  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lieut  Governor,  and  the  Council  when  they 
meet.  Should  any  one  be  sent  on  this  business,  they  would  in  all  prob- 
ability meet  the  Govr.  &  Council  here,  if  they  by  that  time  should  have 
convened — If  they  should  not,  any  service  to  foward  the  purchase  would 
be  cheerfully  rendered  by  me. 
Battle  of  Eu-  On  Saturday  8th  Instant,  Genl :  Greene  had  an  Engagement  with  the 
tew  prings,  jj^g^jy  ^^^^^  ^j^g  j]utaw  Springs  So.  Carolina,  all  his  Troops  except  one 
Maryland,  and  one  Virginia  Eegiments,  were  opposed  to  the  whole 
British  forces — the  affair  was  obstinate  and  Bloody — our  loss  (tho'  we 
had  a  victory)  was  great — Col:  Campbell  of  your  State  was  Killed, 
Major  Edmunds  wounded — several  other  valuable  Officers  of  Virginia 
and  this  State  Killed  and  wounded — our  loss  in  privates  considerable ; 
The  Enemy's  loss  in  this  action  was  300  Killed,  526  wounded,  &  200 
prisoners — I  forgot  to  mention  that  Col:  Washington  and  every  Officer 
he  had  with  him  in  Action  were  wounded,  except  Capt:  Parsons — the 
Colonel's  wound  slight.  The  victory  would  have  been  more  compleat, 
had  it  not  been  that  the  Enemy  fought  under  cover  of  a  large  Brick 
House. 

On  Monday  10th  Instant  Genl:  Green  had  a  second  engagement  with 
the  British— rthe  event  of  this  day  not  known. 
I  am.  Tour  Excellency's 

Most  obet  Servt, 
&c  &c. 


Sept.  22d  CoL:  W.  Edmonds  to  Col:  Davies. 

J'auquier  Co.  The  number  of  Militia  of  the  County  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
over  eighteen  years  of  age;  and  one  hundred  and  three  under  eighteen 
exclusive  of  Officers — He  has  public  money  on  hand,  and  desires  to 
know  what  to  do  with  it.  If  any  irregularities  occur  in  his.  duties  as 
Co.  Lieut:  he  must  not  be  held  responsible,  inasmuch  as  he  has  never 
received  the  amendments  to  the  Militia  Laws  made  at  the  last  Session 
of  the  Assembly.  Genl:  Weedon  has  undertaken  to  give  him  orders, 
but  he  shall  not  obey  them  until  informed  as  to  the  authority  he  claims. 


Sept.  22a  William  Hannah  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
^''^*°°''  Having  arrived  here  on  Saturday  the 

8th  ult:  as  a  Flag  of  Truce  from  York,  by  permission  from  Lieut:  Gen'l 
Earl  Cornwallis,  also  a  passport  from  Commodore  Symonds  with  Negroes 
the  property  of  Mr.  E.  Wormeley,  and  other  Gentl'n  on  Eappahannock 
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Eiver,  also  some  other  Effects,  imd  in  no  way  whatever  have  deviated  1781. 
from  the  nature  of  a  flag,  but  adhered  in  the  strictest  manner  to  the  Sept.  22d 
sanction  of  flags,  on  my  arrival  was  taken  from  my  vessel  and  put  in 
Confinement  without  alledging  any  fault  on  my  part  and  not  allowed 
the  least  necessary  of  clothes  or  any  necessary  for  ray  support,  untill  an 
ans'r  wou'd  arrive  from  your  Excellency,  or  some  other  deputed  to  order 
the  Negroes  to  be  landed  or  returned,  and  the  flag  dismissed,  but  kept 
here  in  suspense,  altho*  you  ordered  the  owners  of  the  slaves  to  receive 
their  property,  and  deliver  them  when  called  for — 

Still  it  has  not  been  done,  as  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  County 
has  not  permitted  their  Landing  on  acc't  of  the  Small  Pox,  and  fixing  a 
proper  place  for  that  purpose — Sensible  if  the  matter  had  been  known 
to  you,  I  should  not  have  rec'd  such  treatment,  without  any  reason 
assigned,  as  Col:  Edmondson  examined  the  Vessel,  which,  was  under 
Guard  and  found  every  thing  as  represented  by  this — Shou'd  be  glad 
some  Offi'r  was  appointed,  to  examine  the  facts,  and  the  flag  dismissed — 
Your  kindness  in  answering  this  will  be  Esteemed  by 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  ob't  and  m't  h'ble  Serv't," 

&C&C. 


Col:  George  Mutter  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  22d 

"Sir, 

Hearing  (in  Albemarle)  that  a  very  considerable  body  of  Militia  Richmond 
was  ordered  into  duty,  I  came  down  to  this  place  (again)  to  offer  my 
services  to  your  Excellency,  in  case  you  thought  proper  to  honour  me 
with  a  command;  and  I  intended  to  have  waited  on  you  at  Camp  for 
that  purpose,  but  I  have  this  moment  been  informed  (hj  Colo :  John 
Nicholas)  that  all  Officers  that  have  not  commands,  even  belonging  to 
the  Continental  Army,  are  ordered  out  of  Camp;  and  that  after  this 
day,  such  as  come  into  Camp,  unless  they  are  in  command,  or  are 
engaged  in  business  for  the  Army,  will  immediately  be  sent  out  and  their 
horses  be  taken :  this  information  obliges  me  to  stop  short :  and  I  shall 
remain  at  this  place  for  a  few  days,  in  hopes  of  being  honoured  with 
some  directions  from  your  Excellency,  whether  I  shall  proceed  to  Camp, 
or  return  from  whence  I  came.  Mr.  Eoss,  on  a  supposition,  I  should 
proceed  to  Camp,  as  I  intended,  gave  me  a  memorandum  to  apply  to 
your  Excellency  to  get  you,  if  possible,  to  persuade  one  or  two  hands, 
skilled  in  building  batteaux,  such  as  are  used  to  navigate  the  shallow 
rivers  to  the  northward,  from  the  Northern  Army,  to  work  for  a  short 
time  in  building  batteaux  for  the  navigation  of  James  Eivcr  above  the 
falls;  to  put  such  tradesmen  as  can  be  procured  in  the  way  of  building 
such  vessels — He  conceives  it  to  be  essentially  necessary  to  provide  such 
vessels,  as  the  canoes  at  present  used  answer  but  badly  for  the  purpose. 
61 
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1781.       I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  mention  this  to  your  Bx'cy,  as  Mr.  Eoss  is 
Sept.  22d    out  of  town  and  I  feared  some  inconvenience  might  attend  the  delaying 
any  application  to  you,  on  this  account,  'till  his  return. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  Serv't,'' 

&c.  &c. 


Sept.  22d  Capt:  T.  H.  Drew  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Carter's  The  certificate  he  had  given  him,  had  proved  valueless,  "for  want  of 

^  the  date"  of  his  becoming  a  Supernumerary  at  the  time  the  Gov:  & 
Council  ordered  the  three  State  Eegiments  into  one.  He  had  written  to 
Col:  Dabney  on  the  subject,  but  he  could  give  him  no  satisfaction  in  the 
matter.  He  then  wrote  to  Col :  Mutter,  who  had  commanded  the  Eegt : 
to  give  him  a  certificate,  but  he  replied,  that  he  was  not  the  proper  per- 
son to  whom  to  apply  &c  &c — Adds  "All  this,  Collo:  brings  no  money 
&  by  God  I've  not  a  shilling  in  my  pocket."  Begs  he  will  take  the 
trouble  to  procure  him  a  proper  certificate,  upon  which  he  can  realize 
his  pay  &c.. 


Sept.  22d         "Being  requested  by  the  Gov'r  to  bring  all  the  arms  I  could  get  and 

Camp       before  that  desired  by  a  Conductor,  thro'  the  hands  of  Mr.  French 

Strother,  to  foward  the  public  arms  that  came  to  Culpeper  Co.  Ho.  to 

Camp,  I  bro't  280  Muskets  to  Genl:  Stevens'  Brigade,  and  now  have  the 

Brigade  Q.  M.  Eece't  for  the  same. 

(Signed)  J  AS:  BAEBOUE, 

Copy.  Colo  Culpeper  Co." 


Sept-  23d  Wm.  McCbaw,  Dep'ty  Q.  Master  to  Col:  Davies. 

***** 
Peylonsburg  "I  have  been  assisted  by  the  Counties  of  Halifax,  Bedford,  &  Henry 
with  the  greatest  cheerfulness;  but  rejected  in  every  attempt  by  part  of 
the  Court  Martial  of  Pittsylvania,  with  violence  of  ambition,  which  I 
confess  was  raised  higher  by  a  motion  being  made  by  one  of  the  Field 
OflScers  to  treat  my  letters  with  disrespect  in  throwing  it  under  the 
table— The  letter  I  wrote  was  requesting  indulgence  for  the  waggoners. 
Canteen  makers  &  Express  Eiders,  which  is  the  life  of  intelligence  & 
transportation— Under  the  circumstances  I  have  had  waggons  left  with- 
out drivers  &  dispatches  from  one  Army  to  another  detained  an  unrea- 
sonable time. 

The  repeated  and  heavy  complaints  from  the  Southern  Army  for  want 
of  the  supplies  iu  my  hands  was  the  first  thing  that  induced  me  to  offer 
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to  procure  discharges  against  militia  duty,  as  I  was  totally  disappointed  1781. 
in  geting  any  assistance  frora  the  States  brigaded,  and  Countj'  waggons.  Sppt.  23cl 
I  have  never  transported  an  article  in  but  one  State  waggon  from  this 
to  Oliphant's  Mills,  and  have  lately  sent  on  forty  loads.  His  influence 
with  the  people  had  induced  them  to  aid  his  means  of  transportation — 
He  should  never  do  otherwise  than  respect  the  authority  of  Co. 
Lieutenants  and  Court  Martials — His  Canteen  Makers  seem  willing  to 
work,  if  they  can  be  allowed  some  time  to  provide  for  their  families — 
men  of  property  are  above  undertaking  such  work,  and  poor  men  can- 
not make  enough  by  it  to  support  their  families.  *  *  * 
Concludes  "Where  there  is  little  prospect  of  cash,  and  a  long  servitude, 
the  labourer  is  indifferent;  this  I  only  mention  to  you." 


Capt:  Eich'd  Young,  A.  D.  Q.  Master,  writes,  "There  are  several  men  Sept.  23d 
employed  as  Agents  to  purchase  flour  &c  for  the  French  Army  and  for  Frederic'sb'g 
which  they  pay  a  generous  price  in  hard  money — if  this  plan  is  pursued 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  furnish  supplies  with  Certificates — I  should  wish 
to  be  informed  the  difference  if  there  is  any.  I  should  think  all  the  sup- 
plies should  pass  through  the  Quarter  Masters  and  Commissioners  hands ; 
if  this  is  not  the  case  one  Army  will  be  well  supplied,  while  the  other  is 
likely  to  suffer." 


CoL:  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  23d 

"Sir, 

There  appears  so  much  difiiculty  in  procuring  supplies  for  the  War  Office 
Army,  altho'  the  people  are  well  affected,  and  there  is  a  plenty  in  the 
Country,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  to  your  Excellency  what 
I  think  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  effects.  At  present  the  Audi- 
tors settle  for  certificates  at  the  depreciation  allowed  by  Government,  at 
the  time  the  certificates  were  given.  This  perhaps  may  be  well  enough, 
if  there  was  always  money  enough  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  off  every 
warrant  that  was  produced,  as  then  it  would  in  some  measure  be  the 
fault  of  the  people  if  they  did  not  immediately  apply  for  the  money 
which  they  know  would  be  ready  for  them.  Yet,  even  in  that  case, 
there  would  be  much  inconvenience  especially  to  those  that  lived  remote 
from  the  seat  of  government,  or  whose  certificates  were  of  small  amount. 
But  in  the  present  situation  matters  are  infinitely  worse ;  and  people 
who  have  supplied  the  Country  six  months  ago,  not  only  find  the 
greatest  diflScuIty  to  get  the  sums  their  warrants  specify,  but  have  those 
surtis  ascertained  at  the  depreciation  allowed  at  the. time  the  certificates 
were  granted;  and  probably  when  they  actually  receive  their  money, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  purchase  with  it  the  thousandth  part  of  the  sup- 
plies they  furnished.     The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  people  full 
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1781.  well  aware  of  the  diificulty  of  getting  their  money  at  all,  and  under- 
Sept.  23d  standing  that  warrants  will  be  granted  for  no  more  than  the  depreci- 
ation at  the  time  the  certificates  were  granted,  and  withal  conceiving 
that  the  depreciation  thus  fixed  is  considerably  below  the  truth,  of  course 
become  extremely  unwilling  to  contribute  anything  to  the  public  sup- 
plies; and  look  upon  everything  taken  from  them  or  furnished  by  them 
as  so  much  lost  or  given  away.  Some  method  therefore  should  be 
adopted  to  remedy  this  fatal  evil,  which  will  infallibly  starve  the  army 
unless  speedily  put  a  stoj)  to. 

In  our  present  situation  and  during  the  recess  of  the  assembly  I  know 
of  no  other  expedient  than  for  the  Executive  to  direct  the  Auditors  to 
settle  all  certificates  at  the  rate  of  depreciation  allowed — they  should  be 
produced  to  them,  and  not  at  the  rates  fixed  when  they  were  given — 
The  consequence  of  this  would  be,  that  the  people  who  have  them  know- 
ing that  whenever  they  produce  them  they  would  be  allowed  the  then 
dej)reciation,  and  not  what  was  allowed  many  months  before,  would  not 
be  so  uneasy  at  the  idea  of  their  value  sinking  in  their  hands,  as  is  the 
case  at  present;  as  by  the  mode  proposed  they  would  always  be  of  equal 
value,  and  of  consequence  the  public  might  be  largely  credited  upon 
them. 

I  have  considered  the  Law  of  the  last  session  upon  this  subject,  and 
find  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the  plan  I  propose.  If  however  the  presr 
ent  system  is  persisted  in,  the  difficulties  of  supplying  the  Army  will 
increase  with  the  depreciation,  and  the  armament  now  assembling  will 
infallibly  be  dispersed  without  the  assistance  of  an  enemy. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  pardon  the  liberty  I  take;  nothing  but  my 
zeal  for  the  service  would  induce  me  to  trouble  you  with  this  representa- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedt 
and  humble  Servt 
&c  &e." 


Sept.  23d  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Davies 

"Sir, 

Williamsb'g  Since  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  19th  I  have  received  yours  of  the  17th 

and  19th— the  former  including  a  Eeturn  of  military  stores,  the  latter  a 
copy  of  the  Militia  Law.  I  shall  write  to  Mr.  Dick,  &  direct  him  to 
make  regular  Eoturns  of  the  Arms  &c  at  Fredericksbug  Gun  Factory 
which  he  ought  to  have  done,  without  my  Orders.  ' 

Such  Horses  as  are  unfit  for  service,  or  such  as  cannot  speedily  be 
made  so,  I  think  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  sell.  Keeping  particular 
Descriptions  of  them,  that  Justice  may  be  done  their  owners  if  they 
can  be  found.  ' 
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All  the  Powder  ought  to  be  purchased  that  can  be  met  with;  &  a  sup-       1781. 
ply  of  cartridges  is  much  wanted,  we  being  under  the  necessity  of  bor-     Sept.  23d 
rowing  from  the  Park  to  comply  with  the  Requisitions  from  Gloucester. 
If  I  can  hear  of  a  Tinman,  I  will  endeavour  to  engage  &  send  him  up  to 
you. 

We  still  remain  as  distant  from  the  Enemy,  as  when  I  last  wrote.  We 
have  been  waiting  for  Reinforcements  &  necessaries  for  carrying  on  a 
Seige,  &  struggling  with  the  Difficulties  of  subsisting  the  Army.  It  will 
be  proper  to  get  from  Major  Claiborne,  a  Return  of  the  Horses  delivered 
to  him,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  obdt  &  very  hble  Servt. 


Colo.  Wm.  Griffin  to  Governor  Nelson,  in  Williamsburg.  Sept.  24th 

He  had  not  re'd  his  orders  of  the  17th  inst:  in  regard  to  impressing  Camp  Ware 
horses,  until  the  21st — Seventy  or  eighty  should  be  at  Dudley's  Perry  nights 
by  Wednesday  evening  next  the  26th — should  continue  collecting  them, 
confining  his  operations  "  to  those  who  have  been  backward  in  contributing 
either  personal  or  property  assistance  to  their  distress'd  Country  in 
time  of  need" — If  the  horses  are  intended  for  the  "Grand  Camp" — a 
guard  would  be  necessary,  and  requests  that  Wm.  Dudley  who  keeps 
the  Perry  be  required  to  receive  them — His  regiment  much  curtailed  by  Weedon's 
the  severe  duty  as  guards  sent  out  on  this  service,  and  desires  Genl:  ivj^^fji 
Weedon,  commanding  at  that  place,  should  be  informed  of  the  nature 
of  his  orders  by  which  he  is  absent  so  much  of  his  time  &c. 


James  Anderson  to  Mr.  Archibald  Blair,  giving  "Return"  of  negro    Sept.  24th 
slaves  belonging  "to  the  Public,"  and  accounting  for  the  same. 

Several  had  been  returned  to  the  owners  claiming  them — four  had    Richmond 
gone  off  "with  the  British,"  and  seven  then  in  his  possession. 


Resolutions,  assigning  Brig:  Genl:  Irwin  to  the  Command  of  Port  Sept.  24th 
Pitt — with  power  to  reorganize  the  troops  at  that  Place,  and  "its  In  Congress 
dependencies,"  so  as  to  dispense  with  supernumerary  officers  &c — to 
reorganize  the  Staff-Department,  &  with  authority  to  call  out  the  militia 
for  the  defence  of  all  Posts  under  his  command,  and  the  protection  of 
the  Country  generally — To  effect  this  the  Executives  of  adjacent  States 
are  requested  to  require  the  Officers  of  their  militia  to  obey  the  Orders 
of  Genl:  Irwin. 
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Ware  Ch'ch 


1781.  Col:  Jas:  Innes  to  Govk.  ITelson. 

Sept.  24th    "Dear  Sir, 

Camp  at  General  Weedon  is  puting  into  immediate  Execution  the  pow- 

ers you  were  pleased  to  vest  me  with,  to  procure  supplies  of  provisions — 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Army  on  the  other  side  will  soon  feel 
the  beneficial  Effects  of  his  Efforts.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  yr: 
Expectations  of  the  strength  of  General  Weedon's  Army  far  exceed 
what  it  really  is — The  General  will,  as  soon  as  possible  put  me  in  posses- 
sion of  the  honorable  Command  you  have  thought  proper  to  recommend 
me  to,  but  the  troops  in  this  quarter  are  so  few  as  not  to  be  competent 
to  the  formation  of  even  one  tolerably  strong  Brigade — nor  is  there  a 
prospect  of  a  speedy  augmentation,  unless  it  may  be  thought  expedient 
tp  throw  over  two  or  three  well  organized  and  officered  Battalions  from 
the  South  Side  of  York  Eiver — The  Northern  Neck  Counties  are 
extremely  deficient  in  their  quotas,  and  those  few  men  they  have  sent 
foward  are  quite  raw  &  undisciplined,  and  diminishing  every  Day  by 
Desertion. 

I  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  make  this  Eepresentation  of  the 
State  of  affairs  in  Gloster,  and  have  not  a  doubt,  but  that  you  will  adopt 
proper  measures  to  give  us  a  speedy  Eeinforcement;  without  which  we 
expend  rations  to  no  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully 
Yr:  Excellency's  mo:  ob  Servt. 


Sept.  24th  Major  Thos.  Posey,  Commanding — to  Col  :  Davies. 

Cumberland  When  Col :  Pebiger  left  for  Philadelphia,  he  gave  no  instructions  as  to 
•  •  how  the  Post  was  to  be  supplied  with  stores,  or  how  provisions  were  to 
be  collected  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Counties — He  has  applied  to 
these  without  effect,  although  there  are  suflacient  in  that  County  alone 
to  support  the  Post — Commissary  Stores  and  forage  are  consequently 
almost  exhausted — Only  one  wagon  is  left  "  to  do  the  duty  of  the  Een- 
dezvous."     He  has  neither  Iron  or  steel  or  axes,  cross  cut,  or  whip  saws 

and  therefore  cannot  possibly  finish  the  Huts  before  winter  Sets  in. 

The  people  do  not  like  to  lend  their  axes— Unless  these  implements  are 
furnished  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  plank  necessary  for  the  "  bunks" 
for  the  Sick-^In  addition  to  these  wants,  "the  soldiers  are  very  naked 
and  scarcely  one  blanket  among  the  whole  of  them  to  cover  a  man"— 
In  view  of  the  approach  of  winter  he  begs  the  Gov:  and  Council  may 
empower  him  to  take  such  steps  as  may  place  the  Eendezvous  in  proper 
condition  for  the  reception  of  the  recruits  expected.  He  has  a  number 
of  Sick  men,  but  no  Surgeon  or  medicine;  has  applied  to  Doctr.  Wilson 
for  releif,  but  the  only  reply  to  his  communication  is  a  promise  "to  send 
the  needful"  as  soon  as  possible.  Lieut  Baskerville,  is  to  act  as  recruit- 
ing officer  of  the  Post. 
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Capt  John  Peyor  to  Col:  Da  vies,  thanking  him  for  the  "Eeturn"  of      1781. 
military   stores   enclosed    to   him,  but   pointing   out   a  descrepancy    Sept.  24th 
between  this  and  Capt  Bohannan's  report. 

He  regrets  the  "Canaon  &  Ordnance  of  the  State"  had  not  been  Camp  at 
included,  as  Genl :  Knox  has  called  upon  him  to  report  what  amount  is 
Oti  hand — Begs  he  may  be  at  once  informed  upon  this  point,  at  what  places 
they  are  deposited  and  whether  there  are  "  any  carriages  or  Beds  to  be 
found" — The  Ammunition  for  the  Eiflemen  has  arrived  safe.  Col:  Bar- 
bour is  much  mortified  at  the  tone  of  the  letter  he  received  from  the 
Governor,  in  consequence  of  the  information  given  by  Col :  Davies — It 
appears  to  have  been  Barbour's  intention  to  foward  the  arms  to  Camp, 
rather  than  retard  them,  as  will  appear  by  enclosed  certificates — Asks 
for  instructions  as  to  how  he  shall  dispose  of  the  arras  of  the  discharged 
militia. — Concludes — "  The  last  division  from  NorthM  are  now  moving 
up  the  Eiver — no  march'g  orders  as  yet" — &c.  *  * 


Col:  Ben:  Blunt  to  Gov:  Nelson,  informing  him,  he  had  sent  out    Sept.  24th 
horsemen  to  Nansemond,  Southampton,  Greensville,  Brunswick,  Din- 
widdie  &  Sussex  Counties  to  collect  horses,  and  in  a  few  days  should 
be  able  to  furnish  "  a  considerable  number — 

The  troops  at  that  place  have  been  reduced  from  '  about  four  hundred,       Surry 

Old  P    H 

to  two  hundred,  with  eleven  Officers  by  severe  sickness — "A  raging 
fever  in  Southampton,  has  carried  ofi'  a  number  of  people."  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  many  men  have  been  furloughed,  who  may  soon  return — 
In  as  much  as  only  one  fourth  the  militia  are  required  to  be  in  the  field, 
and  as  it  is  said  a  portion  will  be  discharged  "as  soon  as  his  Exee'y 
returned  from  on  board  " — he  requests  to  be  informed  whether  he  is  to 
march  with  his  whole  force  or  only  such  proportion  of  them. 


Major  Eichd.  Claiborne  to  Hon  :  David  Jamison  Lt  :  Govr.  enclos-    Sept.  25th 
ing  extracts  of  letters  from  Col:  Jas:  Hendricks,  Ass:  D.  Q.  Master  at 
Alexandria,  and  Mr.  Eichd.  Young  at  Fredericksburg,  complaining  of 
the  French  Agents  who  are  purchasing  all  the  Flour  and  Beef  in  the 
Country  for  cash  in  Specie. 

The  people,  of  course  preferring  "French  Crowns"  to  paper  money 
and  Government  certificates  will  not  sell  to  the  State  or  "Continent," 
while  this  practice  continues — So  far  it  applies  to  only  two  Districts,  but 
should  it  become  general,  he  despairs  of  being  able  to  meet  the  demands 
of  his  Department.  Begs  that  some  action  may  be  taken  in  the  premises. 
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1781.       Thos:  Pollock  to  Gov:  Nelson,  making  application  for  payment  of 
Sept.  2ath        amount  Bill  for  "600  Spanish  Milled  Dollars,  7  Bits  &  half"  drawn  on 
the  State  of  Virginia  by  Colo.  Montgomery. 

Philadelphia      This  money  had  been  advanced  by  his  uncle  01:  Pollock  of  N.  Orleans, 
when  the  troops  in  the  West  were  suffering  for  food  and  clothing  &c. 


Sept.  25th        Wm.  Armstead  informs  Col:  Davies  of  his  having  again  entered  into 
Richmond    an  arrangement  with  "the  Honble  the  Council"  to  act  as  "Commissary 
of  Stores." 


Sept.  25th  Charles  Stewart  and  Bph:  Blaine  Com:  Gens:  of  Stores,  apply  to  Gov: 
Williamsb'g  Nelson  for  vessels,  boats  and  other  means  of  transportation  for  5,130 
Blls :  of  Flour  and  Meal,  purchased  at  George  Town,  Baltimore,  Eich- 
mond,  Petersburg,  Annapolis,  Fredericksburg,  Dumfries,  and  Head  of 
Elk — The  cattle  procured  in  Maryland  is  all  to  be  slaughtered  and  salted. 
Boats  to  transport  it  in  bulk,  there  being  no  casks  to  be  gotten,  will  be 
wanted  at  "Vienna  in  Dorchester  Co  and  at  Snow  Hill  in  "Worcester 
County. 

The  wants  of  the  Army  demand  great  and  immediate  exertions. 


i^ept.  25th    Jas:  Jones  and  Theo.  Bland,  Del:  in  Congress,  to  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Philadelphia  Yesterday's  post  arrived  without  any  letter  from  your  Bxcelly :  to 

us— "We  cannot  help  observing  to  your  Excelly.  that  the  operations  of 
the  fleet  and  army  are  of  so  important  a  nature  at  this  crisis  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  that  an  hourly  communication,  if  it  was  practicable  would 
certainly  be  Eligible;  and  we  therefore  lament  that  no  authentic  Intelli- 
gence has  come  from  them  to  Congress  for  ten  days  past,  altho'  we  are 
inform'd  from  every  quarter  that  there  has  been  an  action  of  some  con- 
sequence at  Sea— A  considerable  body  (said  to  be  5000)  of  land  forces 
has  been  embarked  at  New  York,  and  were  certainly  held  in  readiness 

for  an  expedition  for  some which  Kept  this  City  and  Jersey  in  a 

state  of  alarm— in  consequence  of  "which  a  large  body  of  militia  have 
been  ordered  into  the  field  from  both  these  States  and  Delaware,  who 
are  now  actually  under  arms,  with  a  considerable  body  of  Eegulars  under 
Major  Genl:  Sinclair— the  return  of  the  British  fleet  to  New  York  much 
disabled  (as  we  are  told)  has  developed  the  mistery  of  the  destination 
of  the  Embarkation  at  New  York  (which  was  intended  for  Chesapeake 
had  their  fleet  been  succossfull)  and  they  are  now  debarked  as  is  said  at 
Staten  Island. 
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Affairs  in  Europe  seem  to  wear  a  misterious  aspect — Some  powers  1781. 
being  restrained  from  entering  into  the  War  by  the  principles  of  Neu-  Sept.  25th 
trality  which  they  have  embraced  and  avowed — others  in  consequence 
of  having  assumed  a  mediatorial  character — and  others  with  a  Countries 
Policy,  watching  the  motions  of  the  two  latter,  and  waiting  for  decisive 
events  among  the  Belligeyent  powers — But  every  thing  seems  to  point 
out  that  all  except  Prance,  stand  aloof  from  an  alliance  with  us,  untill 
some  favorable  event  on  our  side  shall  turn  the  Ballance  in  our  favor — 
this  points  out  to  us  the  necessity  of  Every  Exertion  on  our  part  in  order 
to  gain  a  decisive  advantage  and  if  possible  weaken  the  pretentions  of 
Great  Britain,  by  driving  her  Troops  out  of  the  Continent.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  repairing  the  deranged  state  of  our  finances  and  recruit- 
ing our  Armies  to  their  full  complement — The  Great  and  Generous  Exer- 
tions of  our  Ally  in  our  favour  certainly  call  on  us  for  similar  ones  on  our 
side,  and  intitle  them  to  Expect  from  us,  that  we  will  put  every  engine 
in  motion  to  obtain  these  two  great  ends,  therefore  it  behoves  us  to  act 
with  Energy  and  call  forth  all  our  resources  to  ensure  a  good  and  speedy 
Peace — " 

"Eead  &  approved  by  James  Madison  &  sign'd  at  his  request." 


Joel  Early  Lieut:  Comdg.  informs  Gov:  Nelson  of  the  Capture  of  ves-    Sept.  25th 
sels  laden  with  stores,  by  "  the  British  plundering  boats."     These  latter  Travis  Point 
are  very  active,  but  he  will  watch  their  movements,  and  give  timely 
notice  of  their  operations. 


Major  E.  Claiborne  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies.  Sept.  25th 

In  accordance  with  his  orders,  has  directed  supplies  to  be  collected  at 
Eichmond,  the  Bowling  Green  and  Fredericksburg  for  "the  Troops  of 
the  l/egion" — Capt:  Drew  has  sent  down  the  tents  for  the  horsemen  and 
others ;  1428  haversacks — 24  cast-pots  but  no  Camp  Kettles  because  he 
has  none. 

He  has  always  acted,  in  his  department,  under  the  advice  of  Col: 
Carrington  in  considering  the  Militia  as  to  be  supported  by  the  State 
until  "embodied  in  the  field  under  the  Commanding  general" — In  this 
view,  he  must  decline  to  issue  to  Genl:  Spotswood's  Legion,  except  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  save  them  from  suffering — The  State  is  however 
better  able  to  make  issues  of  forage  and  provisions,  having  means  at  her 
disposal,  which  the  Continental  service  has  not. 
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1781.  Gov:  Nelson  to  Colo:  John  S.  "Wells. 

Sept.  25th     "  Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Should  you  find  it  necessary  to  keep  Mackay's  Mills  going  and 

that  it  cannot  be  done  without  drawing  oflf  the  Water  from  the  Mills 
above,  on  the  same  streams,  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered 
so  to  do,  the  public  service  absolutely  requiring  that  no  obstruction  be 
given  to  the  work  to  be  carried  on  at  the  said  Mills. 

You  will  send  Peter  Stone  under  Guard  to  me  at  this  place. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Williamsburg  this  twenty  fifth  Day  of  Sept : 
1781. 


Sept.  25th  Gov :  Nelson  to  Loed  Cornwallis. 

"  My  Lord, 
Williamsb'g  Many  of  the  former  Inhabitants  of  York  having  applied  to 

me  for  a  Flag  to  bring  out  their  Effects,  your  Lordship  will  do  me  the 
Favor  to  inform  me  whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  allow  them 
this  Liberty;  and  if  it  is,  at  what  Time  it  will  be  most  proper  for  their 
Waggons  &c  to  attend  for  this  Purpose. 

I  must  also  request  that  your  Lordship  will  inform  me  of  the  Eeason 
of  Dr.  Grifiin's  Confinement  on  Board  of  one  of  your  Prison  Ships. 

If  your  Lordship  will  permit  such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  are  now  in 
York  to  come  out  with  their  Effects,  Waggons  will  be  sent  at  the  same 
time  for  their  use." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c." 


Sept.  25th    "Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lt:  Governor  Martin  of  North  Carolina  to 
Governor  Nelson,  dated  Salisbury — Sept :  25th  1781. 

Salisbury  A  letter  hath  come  into  my  hands  addressed  to  Governor  Burke  from 
General  Green,  relative  to  some  prisoners  taken  at  black  Mingo  in  So 
Carolina,  who  were  sent  into  this  State.  Upon  enquiry,  I  find  a  Major 
Eose  had  marched  there  some  time  last  Winter  or  Spring  from  Halifax 
in  this  State  some  where  into  Virginia,  where  perhaps  they  may  be  at 
present.  Inclosed  your  Excellency  hath  a  copy  of  Colo  Balfour's  letter 
to  Genl:  Greene  together  with  the  General's  answer  on  that  subject. 
As  these  prisoners  are  not  in  Carolina,  but  supposed  to  be  somewhere  in 
your  State,  your  Excellency  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  comply  with 
the  General's  request  which  is  "  If  there  are  any  prisoners  that  have 
been  taken  in  arms  in  the  enemy's  service,  who  have  not  been  released, 
agreeable  to  the  advertisement  of  the  commissary  of  prisoners  of  both 
armies,  that  you  give  orders  for  it  without  loss  of  time.  Humanity  and 
policy  rendered  the  mode  necessary,  and  I  persuade  myself,  you  will 
support  me  in  the  measure." 
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As  our  Militia  are  in  great  want  of  lead,  in  their  present  emergence,       1781. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write  to  the  manager  of  the  lead  mines  to    Sept.  25th 
favor  us  with  two  tons  if  possible,  or  as  much  as  can  be  spared,  &c." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Buller  Claiborne  Esqr.  Sept.  25th 

"Sir, 

You  will  please  to  stop  all  Vessels  coming  down  either  of  the  Williamsb'g 
Branches  of  York  river,  with  provisions  of  any  kind  whatever,  at  Fra- 
zier's  and  Ruffin's  Ferrj'-,  and  if  possible  have  them  stored  at  those 
places:  the  danger  attending  Vessels  coming  down  the  River  at  this 
time  being  infinitely  too  great  to  hazard  the  Loss  of  any  others — three 
having  been  captured  by  the  Enemy  this  Day." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  "Comodore  Baron:"  Sept.  25th 

"Sir, 

As  we  are  at  present  in  great  want  of  your  assistance,  I  should  be  Williamsb'g 
glad  to  see  you  without  Loss  of  time  in  Wmsburg,  when  Business  of 
consequence  waits  your  arrival. 


Gov :  Nelson  to  Colo  :  ,R'd  Morris.  Sept.  26th 

"Sir, 

The  great  Difiiculty  of  supplying  the  Army  with  Provisions  &  the  Williamsb'g 
.  fatal  consequences  which  may  attend  a  scarcity  of  them,  oblige  me  to 
i-equest  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  that  you  will  immediately  come 
down  to  the  Place  &  lend  us  your  assistance  in  this  way.  1  know  your 
aversion  from  engaging  in  public  affairs,  but  so  important  is  the  occa- 
sion &  so  soon  I  hope  will  the  Necessity  of  extraordinary  Aid  be  over, 
that  I  flatter  myself  your  Regards  for  the  public  Welfare  will  prevail 
over  your  Reluctance  to  engage  in  this  Business,  in  which  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  be  in  the  highest  Degree  useful. 

I  am  Sir  &c." 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  26th 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  24th  by   War  Office 
Express,  last  evening.     I  gave  immediate  directions  to  Captain  Bohan- 
non,  to  foward  all  the  ammunition  he  has  prepared.     The  diflSculty  of 
transportation  has  retarded  the  supplies  in  some  degree,  as  I  thought  " 

the  first  object  in  the  present  situation  of  the  Army  was  provision,  and 
the  next  a  supply  of  ammunition.  All  the  intrenching  tools  belonging 
to  the  state  have  been  receipted  for  and  delivered  to  Major  Claiborne's 
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order,  some  days  ago.  The  powder  is  sent  for  from  every  quarter,  brft 
there  will  be  many  difficulties  attending  the  Collection.  Since  writing 
your  Excellency,  I  have  received  from  Major  Dick,  a  return  of  the  Arms 
made  and  repaired  by  him  since  the  begining  of  the  year — There  have 
been  548  repaired  arms,  553  new  ones  and  380  bayonets,  delivered  from 
the  Factory  between  New  Year's  day  and  the  first  of  this  month,  with- 
out the  authority  or  knowledge  of  government.  Mr.  Dick,  however,  in 
his  letter  professes  his  readiness  to  give  every  information  that  may  be 
required,  and  promises  in  future  to  deliver  no  arms  without  an  order 
from  proper  authority. 

I  enclose  to  your  Excellency,  the  return  you  required,  and  a  return  of 
ordnance,  which  is  not  accurate,  as  the  enemy  have  thrown  them  into 
some  confusion  since  the  accounts  were  taken — 

All  the  Commissions  that  you  had  signed,  have  been  issued.  I  have 
therefore  enclosed  a  number  to  your  Excellency  to  obtain  your  signature, 
and  will  thank  you  to  return  them  by  a  safe  opportunity.  I  have  also 
sent  some  that  are  filled  up  for  Officers  from  Loudon  agreeable  to  recom- 
mendations filed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  &c. 


Sept.  26th 

Camp  New- 
sum's  Old 
Field 


Lewis  Burwell  Col:  Comdg.  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  a  return  of  the  Militia  at  this 
Camp — Col  Blunt  has  wrote  you  &  given  an  Account  of  the  men  under 
his  Command  at  Surry  Old  Court  House — Col:  Elliott  who  is  encamped 
seven  miles  from  this,  has  promised  to  make  you  a  return  of  his  Batal- 
lion.  You  will  please  to  inform  me  by  the  Bearer,  whether  any  of  the 
militia  are  to  be  discharged  &  what  proportion — 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obt  Servant — " 

"There  appears  to  be  a  large  number  of  the  Mechlenburg  Militia  on 
furlough— It  has  happen'd  by  the  Officers  in  the  County  not  attending 
to  their  duty." 


Co. 


Sept.  26th  Col:  John  Cropper  Jnr:  informs  the  Governor  in  reply,  that  he  is 
Accomack  using  every  means  to  have  "corn  beat  out  and  oats  threshed"  to  be  sent 
at  once  to  Burwell's  Bay  as  directed — The  Comniissioners  of  the  Pro- 
vision Law  and  himself  have  already  impressed  and  collected  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  spirits  "for  this  small  place"  and  are  now  sending  it 
over  to  the  Army. 
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Col:  Jno:  Swann  to  Col:  Davies,  declining  to  sei-ve  longer  as  Com-       1781. 
missioner  for  that  County.  Sept.  26th 

The  old  wheat  on  hand  amounts  to  enousrh  to  make  about  two  hun-    Powhatan 

-™^  Co 

dred  barrels  of  flour.  He  has  sent  two  boat-men  to  Westham  with  flour — 

Eecommends  the  building  of  canoes  for  the  navigation  of  the  Eiver; 

they  not  requiring  so  many  men,  are  more  easily  managed,  and  two  of 

them  being  capable  of  carrying  aa  much  as  three  boats.  He  shall  always 

deem  it  his  duty  to  do  all  in  his  power  for  his  Country. 


Michael  Wall,  Commissioner,  excuses  himself  to  Col :  Davies  for  not    Sept.  26th 
having  transmitted  his  "Register  of  British  horses  and  public  Bstrays,"    Surry  Co. 
because  he  has  been  obliged  "to  employ  all  hands  in  collecting  provisions 
for  the  Army." 


James  Clay  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  26th 

"Sir, 

I  have  dispatch'd  the  bearer  to  acquaint  you  wth  the  movements  Travis  Point 
of  two  gun  boats:  they  appeared  off  here  about  2-o-clock  this  morning      ^^o^n^ne 
and  I  beleive  were  inclined  to  have  Visited  us  but  for  the  vigilance  of 
our  guards.    I  march'd  a  small  party  about  two  miles  above  this,  expect- 
ing they  might  land  in  this  quarter.     They  paid  Rippose  Hall 

o-elk  on  their  way  up  the  River — its  impossible  to  conjecture  their  busi- 
ness, unless  to  cutt  off  more  of  our  provision  craft  or  plunder  the  Inhab- 
itants on  the  River — I  have  a  Horseman  out  watching  their  movemts — 
I  have  heard  a  few  heavy  guns  below  Tk :  this  morning. 
I  am  Sir,  &c  &c." 


Lieut:  Col:  John  Taylor  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  Genl:  Spotswood,    Sept.  26th 
being  unable  to  procure  anything  for  the  troops  of  his  Legions,  but  for-  Caroline  Co. 
age,  had  dismissed  them,  to  reassemble  on  the  20th  Oct:  next,  at  which 
time  it  was  supposed  they  would  be  equipped — He  wishes  Col:  Meade  to 
be  informed  of  this — Genl :  Spotswood's  illness  is  the  cause  of  his  not 
communicating  this  information  himself. 


Robt.  Andrews,  Secy:  to  Gov:  Nelson,  orders  the  Comdg.  OflSeer  of    Sept.  26th 
the  Loudon  militia,  wherever  found  on  the  march,  to  report  without  Williamsb'g 
delay  with  his  command  to  Genl:  Weedon  in  command  of  the  camp  in 
Gloucester  Co. 
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1781.  Geo :  Eice  replies  to  Col :  Davies'  orders  respecting  a  return  of  amount 

Sept.  26th    of  clothing  received  by  him,  that  he  has  rec'd  none  except  from  the 
Albemarle    County  of  Shenandoah, — All  other  than  this  has  been  rec'd  by  Capt: 
Peyton. 


Barracks 


Sept.  26th  E.  Andrews,  Sect:  to  Gov:  Nelson,  to  Genl : ' Weedon. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Mr.  Hunter  has  laid  before  the  governor  a  variety  of  matter,  part 

only  of  which  can  be  just  now  observed  on. 

The  hurry  of  business  and  the  Governor's  Indisposition  oblige  me  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  many  ^particulars  'till  to-morrow.  A  Body  of 
Loudon  militia  on  their  march  to  this  place,  have  been  ordered  to  change 
their  route  and  join  you  immediately.  They  amount,  we  are  told  to 
about  four  or  five  hundred  men. 

The  Governor  has  directed  that  all  the  negroes  taken  from  the  Enemy, 
to  be  returned  to  their  former  proprietors.  The  principle  on  which  it  is 
supposed  men  fight  at  present,  is  to  protect  and  secure  to  themselves 
and  fellow  citizens  tlieir  liberties  and  property,  and  not  to  procure 
plunder. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  great  respect 

Tour  obedt  &  very  hble  Servt." 


Sept.  26th  E.  Andrews  to  Col  :  E.  H.  Lee. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  The  day  before  yesterday  your  Favour  of  the   21st  Inst:  was 

received.  The  warrants  were  intended  for  more  extensive  Distribution 
than  your  own  County,  but  were  enclosed  to  you  as  a  Gentleman  of 
Extensive  Influence  &  acquaintance  with  the  Persons  to  whom  it  would 
be  proper  to  entrust  them.  Ten  horses  have  been  received  from  you 
by  the  Feild  Qr.  Master  Genl:  five  of  which  he  says  will  not  answer  for 
Camp  Purposes— He  therefore  returns  them— The  Governor  entreats 
that  you  will  urge  on  the  men  employed  in  procuring  Provisions  for  the 
Army,  to  the  greatest  Industry.  Beef  is  much  wanting— Vessels  are 
sent  up  Potowmack  for  Flour,  Corn,  Meal,  &c. 

By  Order  of  &c." 

Sept.  26th  Col:  Samp:  Mathews  informs  Gov:  Nelson,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  14th 
Cloverdale  Instant,  that  he  has  ordered  "200  beef  Cattle  &  30  waggon  Loads  of 
Flour  &  Spirits  to  be  at  Col:  Bsvin's  Ordinary  on  Saturday  the  6th  next 
month"  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Army-He  will  also  forward  soon 
after  "80  or  100  head  of  cattle  &  5  or  6  waggons"  which  will  be  all  that 
can  possibly  be  furnished  from  that  County. 
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Wm.  Hay,  Ass:  C  Agent. 

Mr.  Eoss'  absence  from  the  City  has  deferred  a  reply  to  his  of  the  day 
before — He  regrets  he  cannot  give  a  full  return  of  the  Hemp,  altho'  the 
the  Commissioners  have  been  repeatedly  written  to  on  the  subject.  This 
neglect  however  may  have  grown  out  of  the  fact  that  a  Special  Agent 
had  been  employed  to  collect  all  the  "Tax  Hemp"  from  the  Hemp 
growing  Counties  and  forward  it  to  Philadelphia.  If  he  has  kept  proper 
receipts,  the  amount  may  be  known  hereafter — 


1781. 

Sept.  26th 
Kiehmond 


Col:  James  Hendricks  to  James  McAlister  of  Berkely  Co. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

As  your  County  is  out  of  my  district  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  you  continue  to  act  as  Commissioner.  However,  whether  you 
do  or  not,  for  God's  sake  exert  yourself  and  send  down  all  the  Flour 
you  can,  as  our  Army  is  in  a  starving  condition — let  the  People  know 
that  this  is  in  all  probability  the  last  time  they  will  be  call'd  on  in  this 
manner — a  few  weeks  exertions  and  the  enemy  is  expeled  our  State  for 
ever. 

Wth  Est: 

Yr:  Obt:  H'ble  Serv't. 


Sept.  26th 


Alexandria 


Jno.  Eobertson,  D.  Q.  M.  Genl:  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  appointed 
a  Commissioner  in  Powhatan  in  place  of  Mr.  John  Swann,  and  has  pro- 
vided also  for  the  Post  at  Carter's  Ferry,  with  instructions  to  the  Store- 
keeper and  Issuing  Commissary  at  Cumberland  Old  Co.  House  accord- 
ingly. 


Major  E'd  Claiborne  to  Col:  Dayies. 


Sept.  26th 
Eichmond 


Sept.  26th 


He  desires  to  know  whether  the  Governor  requires  a  "  return"  of  all  Richmond 
the  horses  he  has  receipted  for,  since  he  was  made  Deputy  Q.  Master,  or 
only  of  those  more  recently  fo warded  to  the  Army?  He  begs  leave  to 
say,  that  the  "ideas  of  Col:  Carrington  shall  never  supersede  Eesolu- 
tions  of  Congress"  with  him,  but  being  a  stranger  to  the  resolves  refer- 
red to,  was  influenced  by  his  advice.  Asks  for  Copy  of  Journals  of 
Congress  (having  never  been  able  to  obtain  them)  in  order  that  mis- 
takes on  his  part  may  in  future  be  avoided.  Expresses  gratitude  for  the 
several  communications  he  has  lately  made  him,  and  hopes  they  may  be 
continued,  in  as  much  as  his  suggestions  always  have  great  weight  with 
Wm. 
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1781.  Major  Posey  had  communicated  with  him  also,  in  regard  to  the  Con- 

Sept:  26th  dition  of  the  Post  at  Cumberland  Old  C.  House.  He  will  give  attention 
to  this  at  once — Capt:  Young  reports  he  has  "not  one  of  the  Tools 
required." 


Eichmond 


Sept.  26th  David  Jameson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

In  Council,  We  are  very  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  in  those  parts  of  the  Coun- 

try where  Agents  are  employed  to  purchase  provisions  for  the  French 
Fleet  &  Army,  our  Commissaries  or  Commissioners  can  procure  no  sup- 
plies— The  People  withold  their  Wheat  in  hope  of  receiving  a  present 
payment  in  Specie. — It  is  absolutely  necessary  something  should  be 
done,  or  our  Army  will  be  starved.  We  should  have  written  to  you 
yesterday,  on  receiving  the  letters  &  extracts  now  enclosed  to  you ;  but 
Mr.  Eoss  who  has  had  this  matter  in  contemplation,  is  out  of  Town. 
Was  he  here,  we  should  propose  to  him  to  go  immediately  to  Camp,  and 
after  conferring  with  you,  to  make  application  to  the  Superintendant  or 
director  of  those  Agents:  fully  persuaded  he  can  strike  at  some  mode  of 
procuring  the  necessary  supplies  for  both  Armies  and  Fleet  that  will  be 
agreeable  to  all  parties — Seeing  the  necessity  of  something  to  be  imme- 
diately done,  we  trouble  you  with  this  letter,  that  you  may  pave  the 
way  for  Mr.  Eoss,  to  whom  we  have  sent  an  Express,  and  hope  he  will 
be  with  you  in  a  short  time  after  your  receipt  of  this. 

With  the  greatest  Esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excell'ys  mo:  ob:  Serv't." 


Sept.  27th    Jno  :  PiERCE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR,  setting  forth  the  complaints  made  by 
Richmond       his  Deputies  in  the  upper  Countfies  against  the  Agents  of  the  French 

who  by  paying  the  cash  in  specie  are  securing  all  the  provisions  and 

supplies. 

The  people  sell  to  them,  and  refuse  to  give  aid  to  the  County  Com- 
missioners, many  of  whom  have  resigned  their  places  on  this  account. 


Sept.  27th    Proceedings  of  a  Court  Martial  held  for  the  trial  of  John  Custis,  known 
^  as    "Sea-side    John"  and   William    Garrison,   charged    with   treason 

against  the  State,  in  stirring  up  the  people  to  resist  the  Draft  on 
April  23d,  1781,  for  raising  men  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Accomack   Present  at  the  Court, 
Co. 

Colo.  John  Cropper,  Co.  Lieut:  and  President. 

Colo.  Wm.  Parramore,  Colo.  Selby  Simpson,  Major  Henry  Custis— 
Major  William  Young— Captains,  Elijah  Garrett,  Wm.  Snead,  John  Cus- 
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tis,  Eob't  Coleburn,  Zonobable  Eodgers,  Americus  Searbi'ough,  Tbos.       1781. 
Eisher  &  Garret  Topping —  Sept.  27th 

George  Corbin,  Judge  Advocate. 

Sundry  Depositions  taken,  proved  the  following  facts — That  on  the 
day  appointed  for  the  draft,  Custis  and  Garrison  and  Saml:  Bunting  men- 
of  property  had,  at  the  head  of  a  mob  of  several  hundred  armed  followers 
repaired  to  the  Court  House  and  expressed  a  determination  to  resist  the 
draft — ^had  effected  their  purpose,  by  inciting  others  to  violence,  by 
Seizing  the  papers  of  the  Officers  and  destroying  them — Threats  were 
made,  that  three  hundred  men  from  Northampton  would  come  to  their 
aid,  if  the  people  of  Accomac  were  so  pusillanimous  as  to  submit — Col: 
Corbin  and  his  guard  were  threatened,  and  he  denounced,  for  having 
manned  a  piece  of  Artillery  on  the  occasion — The  Court  was  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  they  were  guilty  and,  voted  accordingly. 


Brig:  Gen:  G.  Weedon  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  27th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  24th  Inst.,  and  Camp  Ware 
now  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  you  the  Inspector's  return  of  all  '^"""'" 
the  Militia  on  this  side,  as  also  this  morning's  return  of  the  Brigade.^ 
By  the  latter  your  Excellency  will  be  informed  of  our  Operating  Force 
amounting  to  1134.  I  observe  with  you,  the  propriety  of  not  promoting 
Officers  above  the  Eank  they  hold  in  the  Line :  when  I  made  applica- 
tion for  Major  Campbell  I  understood  he  had  been  promised  the  appoint- 
ment, but  suppose  my  information  was  wrong. 

Col:  Innis,  agreable  to  your  wish,  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  advanced 
Brigade,  consisting  of  3  Battalions  of  Infantry,  one  of  Grenadiers,  & 
Webb's  Corps  of  Horse,  consisting  of  50.  The  rest  of  the  Line  forms 
two  small  Eegiments  comm'd  by  Collo's  Page  &  Griffin :  we  are  this  day 
reinforced  by  the  Duke  de  Lauzun's .  Infantry,  which  adds  countenance 
to  our  little  Army  on  this  side. 

I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  take  post  between  Dixon's  &  Burwell's 

'  Mills,  but  on  reconnoitering  the  position,  with  the  Duke  de  Lauzun  & 

others  of  his  Officers,  it  was  thought  hazardous,  with  our  present  force. 

We  have  however  been  able  to  prevent  Simcoe  from  coming  far  abroad, 

by  appearing  frequently  in  the  lower  Country. 

Deserters  come  to  us  every  day :  they  all  agree  in  their  accounts  of  a 
scarcity  of  Forage  in  Gloster.  Eespecting  the  impressing  BusinesSj  I 
was  innocently  involved  in  that  disagreeable  duty,  by  your  Warrant  to 
Col :  Innis,  who  pressed  it  on  me  as  Commanding  Officer :  he  wrote  the 
instructions  himself  &  concluded  they  were  your  ideas — I  had  not  offi- 
cers to  send  out  &  was  obliged  to  detach  Sergeants  commands,  directing 
63 
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1781.       them  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Counties,  that 
Sept.  27th    the  Col :  informed  you  wished  them  to  go  to. 

I  am  with  perfect  Esteem  &  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  Serv't." 


Sept.  27th  Oapt  :  JoHN  Prtor  to  Col  :  Davies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Camp  at  I  wrote  to  Capt:  Bohannan  this  morning  by  Major  Long,  at 

Williamsb'g  ^j^^  request  of  the  Governor,  desiring  him  to  send  down  all  the  Bayonets 
and  Cartouch  Boxes,  he  can  muster,  for  the  Militia,  who  are  amazingly 
in  want  of  both — Since  which  Genl :  Knox  has  requested  that  all  the 
5J,  8  &  10  Inch  Shells— 24  lb  and  18  R)  ball  &  Large  Grape  Shot— 1,  2  & 
3  Tb  ball,  belonging  to  this  State,  be  immediately  bro't  down  to  this 
place ;  for  which  purpose  I  have  directed  Capt  Bowne  to  wait  on  you 
for  information  where  they  lay  and  to  beg  your  aid  in  fowarding  them 
down  with  all  expedition — I  hope  you  can  furnish  Capt :  Bowne  with 
the  Eeturn  of  Ordnance,  I  requested  some  days  ago. 

I  am  almost  starved,  paper  money  won't  pass — Can  you  order  the 
Comm'y  to  send  me  8  or  10  Gall's  of  Spirits — I  can  get  none  in  Camp, 
for  the  interference  of  great  men.  ^ 

I  am,  Dr  Sir, 

Yours  mo:  ob't." 


Co. 


Sept.  27th    Wm.  Eonald  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies,  acknowledging  receipt  of  his  let- 
ter in  regard  to  furnishing  supplies. 

Powhatan  Has  received  a  communication  from  the  Governor  on  the  same  subject, 
and  is  deeply  pained  and  surprised  to  hear,  his  Excellency  had  been 
informed  that  Powhatan  County  "was  exceedingly  backward  in  sending 
out  its  proportion  of  supplies  for  the  Army."  He  had  consequently 
called  a  meeting  of  the  ])eople  and  adds  "when  as  many  of  them 
assembled  as  could  be  expected  at  a  short  notice,  and  it  is  with  much 
pleasure,  I  can  assure  you  that  they  are  ready  &  willing  to  deliver  all  or 
any  part  of  their  Crops  which  may  be  wanted  for  publick  use  &  will  Sett 
about  it  with  the  greatest  alacrity — they  unanimously  agreed  to  carry 
one  fourth  of  their  crops  of  wheat  immediately  to  the  mills,  &  every 
man  is  willing  1o  carry  the  same  proportion  from  the  mills  when  manu- 
factured, to  the  nearest  navigation — this  one  fourth  will  be  even  more 
than  the  mills  can  take  in,  and  if  a  larger  quantity  is  then  called  for 
they  will  chearfully  comply  with  every  legal  requisition;  but  I  must,  in 
justice  to  the  people  and  to  the  publick,  inform  you,  there  has  been  a 
fault  in  some  of  the  departments  in  not  urging  the  people  to  this 
important  Business  sooner,  and  appointing  some  person  or  persons 
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to  superintend  it,  which  is  the  reason  the  County  has  been  accused  of  1781. 
being  backward — and  the  publick  service  kept  out  of  supplies — the  Sept.  27th 
gentleman  who  acted  as  Deputy  Commissioner  in  this  County  last  year, 
and  who  performed  his  Business,  I  think  very  cleverly,  it  seems  proposed 
resigning  for  a  considerable  time  past,  and  I  have  heard  said,  gave  the 
Commission  General  notice  of  it  repeatedlyi — No  other  person  however 
was  appointed  to  act,  and  the  Deputy  still  went  on  with  some  business 
here,  such  as  supplying  Col :  White's  Eegiment,  Colo.  Pebiger's  Corps 
&C&C;  but  I  cannot  learn  (and  I  have  been  particular  in  my  enquiries 
on  this  subject)  that  he  took  any  steps  to  foward  the  manufacture  of  the 
crop  of  wheat,  except  desiring  a  young  man  who  sometimes  assisted 
him  a  little  but  I  beleive  never  had  made  any  considerable  contracts,  to 
give  notice  to  the  people,  to  get  their  wheat  ready,  and  to  speak  to  the 
millers  to  manufacture  it — this  young  man,  I  find  from  his  own  confes- 
sion only  spoke  to  a  few  obscure  people,  who  always  wait  for  men  of 
some  note  to  sett  them  an  example,  &  he  having  no  instructions  to  say 
on  what  terms,  or  in  what  manner  they  were  to  be  paid  for  their  wheat, 
they  declined  at  that  time  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it." 

The  Millers  will  not  complain  if  their  mills  are  impressed ;  but  are 
willing,  if  money  is  furnished  them  to  buy  barrels,  or  if  coopers  are  . 
detailed  from  the  militia  to  make  them,  to  work  for  the  public — He 
advises  this  course  as  the  best,  and  will  send  foward  all  the  flour  on 
hand  "in  any  kind  of  cask  that  can  be  procured" — Mr.  Eobt.  Smith,  a 
very  good  man,  goes  to  Eichmond  to  apply  for  the  place  of  Deputy 
Commissioner  for  the  County.  Every  thing  shall  be  done  to  aid  him, 
should  he  get  the  office. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  the  Count  de  Grasse.  Sept.  27th 

"Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Flags  of  "Williamsb'g 
Truce  which  were  destined  to  Charlestown  &  which  I  have  been  informed 
have  been  detained  by  your  Excellency's  Orders,  were  properly  author- 
ized by  Government  to  carry  Tobacco  thither,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  Debts  contracted  by  our  officers  while  in  captivity  there — 
but  as  political  reasons  in  the  present  Conjuncture  may  render  their 
departure  highly  improper  for  some  time,  I  shall  order  them  to  return 
to  their  respective  Stations." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect 

Sentiments  of  Esteem  and  Eespect." 
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1781.  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Thos:  Newton. 

Sept.  27th    "Sir, 
Williamsb'g  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  19th  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  17th.     Should 

you  be  able  to  collect  more  necessaries  than  are  requisite  for  the  men 
of  the  Fleet,  you  will  please  to  send  them  up  for  the  use  of  the  Army— 
I  must  however  recommend  to  your  attention  the  ships  which  lie  in 
James  River,  some  of  which  as  are  high  up  as  Warrasqueak  Bay — 

I  am  &c." 


Sept.  27th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Me.  John  Pierce. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  It  is  sometime  since  I  heard  from  you — As  the  Emergencies  of  the 

Army  are  at  this  time  very  considerable,  you  will  use  your  utmost 
Efforts  in  hurrying  down  Cattle  &  whatever  other  provisions  you  have 
collected  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  observing  that  they  are  to  be  sent 
down  on  the  north  side  of  James  river  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  of 
transporting  them  over  the  river  at  this  place — . 

I  am  Sir  &c  &c. 


Sept.  27th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Hon'ble  D.  Jameson — Lieut:  Governor. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  Yours  of  the  22d  did  not  reach  me  till  yesterday.     The  Draft  of 

Major  Lintot,  if  I  ever  did  know  anything  of  it,  has  entirely  escaped 
my  memory.  But  in  our  present  situation,  it  is  certainly  out  of  our 
Power  to  answer  Drafts  of  this  Nature  &  Amount — In  a  letter  received 
yesterday,  from  Col :  Davies,  he  has  very  justly  represented  the  bad  con- 
sequences of  the  present  mode  of  settling  Acc'ts  in  the  Auditor's  office. 
The  People  of  the  Country  being  obliged  to  receive  Prices  so  inadequate 
to  their  Property  &  services,  will  undoubtedly  decline  serving  the  Public 
as  far  as  it  is  in  their  Power  to  avoid  it — My  opinion  is  that  they  should 
should  receive  the  Depreciation  current  at  the  Time  of  settling  their 
accounts,  &  I  look  upon  this  as  a  Measure,  which  not  only  Justice, 
recommends,  but  Policy  &  even  necessity.  I  would  also  advise  that  no 
particular  appropriations  be  made  of  the  Paper  State  money  now 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  but  that  all  Demands  be  answered  when  they 
are  made,  as  far  as  it  will  go — No  Men  can  be  enlisted  for  the  Army  so 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  retain  the  Money  for  this  Purpose — I  plainly 
see  that  this  money  is  fast  approaching  to  its  End ;  &  that  our  present 
Business  is  to  look  for  a  substitute — With  good  Management,  I  think 
we  have  now  an  Opportunity  of  effecting  this,  but  it  requires  attention 
&  Address,  &  for  this  Reason,  I  wish  exceedingly  that  Mr.  Ross  would 
immediately  come  down  to  assist  in  this  matter.     The  money  I  wrote 
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for  some  time  ago,  need  not  be  sent  down,  as  Paper  Money  has  altogether       1781. 
ceased  to  be  a  Currency  here.     The  whole  Army  is  now  putting  into    Sept.  27th 
motion  &  my  next  may  communicate  something  important. 

I  am  convinced  that  my  Presence  here  is  of  infinitely  more  Advantage 
to  the  state  than  it  could  be  in  Eichmond,  &  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
the  Deliberations  of  the  Assembly  on  the  most  important  Objects  which 
will  come  before  them.  Defence  &  Finance,  must  take  their  Tone  alto- 
gether from  the  Event  of  our  present  operations. 

I  am  &c.,  T.  N. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  James.  Maury  Esqr.  "Agent  of  the  Flag  Vessels    Sept.  27th 

BOUND   to   ChAKLESTOWN." 

"Sir, 

The  present  situation  of  our  affairs  rendering  it  improper  for  the  "VVilliamsb'g 
vessels  under  your  charge  to  proceed  on  their  intended  voyage,  you  will 
direct  them  to  return  to  their  respective  Posts  till  further  Orders. 

I  am  &c." 


Col:  Wm.  Preston  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  28th 

"Sir, 

Some  time  about  the  first  of  August,  I  was  honoured  with  your  Montgomery 
Excellency's  appointment  of  going  into  the  Western  Country  with  others, 
to  execute  some  public  Business  in  that  Quarter.  *  *  *  * 
I  am  under  the  highest  obligations  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon'ble 
Board,  for  reposing  so  great  a  Trust  in  a  Person  so  remote  from  the  Seat 
of  Government,  and  who  has  not  the  Happiness  of  an  Intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  a  majority  of  the  members:  at  the  same  time  I  must  beg 
leave  to  decline  the  Execution  of  a  Commission,  that  both  my  Infirm 
State  of  health  and  private  affairs  forbid  my  undertaking. 

I  would  with  great  deference  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excel- 
lency my  Friend  &  Eelation  Mr.  Granville  Smith  as  a  proper  Person,  in 
my  Eoom,  to  execute  this  Commission — As  he  has  been  frequently 
employed  by  your  Hon'ble  Board  in  public  Business,  I  have  not  there- 
fore a  Doubt  but  they  are  well  acquainted  with  his  Integrity  and  Abili- 
ties: for  which  Eeason,  I  shall  decline  saying  anything  on  these  Heads." 
****** 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem,  Tour  Excell'ys 

most  ob't  &e." 
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1781.  Col:  Wm.  Fleming  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Sept.  28th    "Sir, 
Botetourt  Co  Your  favour  of  the  5th  Inst :  I  received  the  25th,  requiring  my 

attendance  in  Council — This  summer  I  have  been  much  indisposed ;  at 
present  am  not  clear  of  a  rheumatic  complaint  that  prevents  me  giving 
that  attendance  in  the  Executive,  which  at  this  juncture  may  be  neces- 
sary— In  justice  therefore  to  my  Country,  I  resign  my  Seat  in  Council. 
I  retire  Sir,  impressed  with  the  highest  esteem  for  you,  and  regard  for 
the  members  of  the  honorable  board,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  respect.  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  Servant." 


Sept.  28th  Charles  Dick  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

"Sir, 

****** 

Frederic'sb'g  "I  am  sorry  to  find  by  a  Letter  from  the  Gov'r  at  Wmsburg,  of 

the  22d  received  this  Day  and  originated,  I  trust,  from  the  above  causes 
which  are  now  no  more :  I  shall  take  it  as  a  favor,  you  will  set  him 
right  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  do  me  that  Justice  you  shall  think  I  ought 
to  be,  in  his  opinion,  or  with  any  other  worthy,  good  Gentleman,  whose 
Esteem  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  have.  As  for  all  others,  I  value  them 
but  as  the  Ephemeres  of  a  Summer  Day,  and  so  let  them  buz  on.    , 

I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  carry  on  the  Work;  but  impossibilitys 
I  cannot  do:  This  Egyptian  way  will  not  last,  Tho'  the  workmen 
depend  much  on  me:  There  must  be  proper  Stores  laid  in.  Provisions, 
Walnut  Plank  for  Gun-stocks,  Iron,  Steel  are  the  principal  articles,  and 
these  require  even  a  good  deal  of  Eeal  money — And  without  which, 
little  or  nothing  can  be  done:  I  cannot  speak  plainer — I  intend  no 
offence,  and  I  wish  the  Service  cou'd  be  done  to  the  greatest  Advan- 
tage. I  hope  you  will  not  forget  the  protection  for  two  Horses — the 
business  can't  be  carried  on  without,  and  my  Horse  was  carried  off,  said 
to  be  sent  to  Camp,  which  I  doubt — It  greives  me  to  see  some  pampered 
Horses  escape,  &  men  here  drawing  Eations  &  Forage,  when  I  and  my 
poor  Horses  have  neither,  yet  starve  and  serve  the  Country  without 
protection. 

I  remain  with  the  greatest  Esteem 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  H.  Serv't." 


Sept.  28th  CoL :  Wm.  Davies  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

War  Office  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  and  as  the  operations 

will  soon  commence  against  York,  and  there  will  be  perhaps  as  much 
business  to  be  done  in  my  department,  at  Camp,  as  there  will  be  in 
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Eichmond,  I  suppose  I  may  get  leave  to  adjourn  to  your  neighborhood,       1781. 
as  I  hope  every  material  for  the  seige  required  from  the  State,  will  have    Sept.  28th 
been  collected  by  the  end  of  next  week  at  the  farthest — 

There  is  no  oznaburgs  for  bunks,  but  if  your  Excellency  intends  them 
for  cots,  I  suppose  sail  duck  may  answer  better,  and  there  is  some  of 
that  which  shall  be  sent  down — I  have  informed  Mr.  Eoss  of  the  want 
of  Shoes,  and  the  whole  that  are  here,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number, 
which  he  has  engaged  in  various  parts  of  the  Country,  shall  be  sent 
down  as  soon  as  possible — 

I  have  delivered  to  the  infantry  and  cavalry  whatever  supplies  of 
cloathing  they  wanted  or  applied  for,  and  we  had  to  give  them.  There 
is  however  a  great  deficiency  in  over-alls,  nor  can  it  be  remedied  till  Mr. 
Eoss  can  make  the  necessary  purchases.  Coats  and  breeches  can  be  had 
without  buttons,  but  perhaps  hooks  and  eyes  may  do. 

I  have  just  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  27th,  and  shall 
pay  particular  attention  to  your  instructions.  I  assure  you  of  my  con- 
stant exertions  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  troops,  tho'  the  great 
length  of  time  which  Mr.  Armstead  has  been  absent  has  thrown  a  large 
proportion  of  his  business  very  improperly  upon  my  hands.  At  this 
moment,  while  applications  are  making  for  cloathing,  there  are  Officers 
of  our  line  who  have  got  a  considerable  quantity  of  cloth  by  them,  the 
property  of  the  public,  which  they  hold  up  from  their  men,  under  the 
pretence  of  its  being  due  to  them  for  former  deficiencies ;  for  my  part  I 
would  not  care  what  they  received  them  for,  so  the  men  could  get  them 
when  they  were  wanting — I  think  such  officers  should  be  compelled  to 
give  up  their  cloth  to  the  public  factory,  to  be  made  up  into  cloaths  and 
given  out  to  the  men  as  they  ought  to  be.  From  the  experience  I  have 
had,  I  am  confident  that  without  great  care,  there  will  always  be  abuses 
of  this  Kind — ^I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  down  a  thousand  pair  of  shoes — 
It  is  not  expected,  I  presume,  that  the  French  will  have  them  for 
nothing.  I  have  therefore  desired  Mr.  Hay  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Nichol- 
son at  "Williamsburg,  to  be  subjected  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Eoss,  who  is 
going  down  on  public  business,  and  will  settle  the  price  and  terms  him- 
self— The  Auditors  have  been  at  length  prevailed  on  to  'alter  their 
opinion  and  practice,  respecting  certificates — But  from  various  letters 
which  I  have  received,  it  appears  that  the  hard  money  of  the  French, 
will  engross  the  supplies  and  leave  our  own  troops  to  suffer.  I  have  laid 
the  matter  before  the  Council,  and  they  have  taken  steps  to  remedy 
the  ill  consequences.  It  would  be  of  great  advantage  could  the  pur- 
chases be  made  jointly.  The  hard  money  of  the  one  would  give  credit 
to  the  other,  as  most  people  will  readily  receive  certificates  for  one  half, 
perhaps  two  thirds  of  their  provisions,  if  they  could  have  the  remainder 
in  hard  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  greatest  respect 

Tour  Excellency's  very  hble, Servant." 
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1781.       Jno:  Swann  to  Col:  Da  vies,  in  reply  respecting  the  "return"  required 
Sept.  28th  of  the  Specific  grain  and  Tobacco  Tax  of  the  County. 

Powhatan  Mr.  Arthur  Moseley  and  himself  had  acted  as  Commissioners  during 
^°-  the  past  year,  and  had  settled  their  accounts  at  the  required  time,  by 
sending  a  "Eeturn"  down  by  Capt:  Turpin,  with  the  Tobacco  Notes 
received— In  settling  the  Tithes  of  those  who  failed  to  pay  their  grain 
tax,  fifteen  pounds  pr:  bushel  for  wheat  was  allowed  as  the  highest 
price  given  for  wheat  "below  the  Palls  of  James  Eiver." 


Sept.  28th    Philip  Sansum,  Lieut:  Commd'g  to ,  claiming  rank  as  Captain, 

having  under  the  new  arrangement,  served  as  Lieut:  Commanding, 
since  the  "  fall  of  Capt.  Lawson  in  June  1780. 

High  Hills  He  should  not  press  this  matter,  but  thinks  it  "Excessive  hard  after 
Santee  (jQjjjg  Oapt'ns  duty  all  this  Campaigne  should  now  be  obliged  to  do  that 
of  subalterns" — concludes — "I  have  no  news  to  write  you-^what  few  of 
us  remain  in  the  field  are  exceeding  harty  &  well,  but  Damn'd  Eagged 
&  poor,  &  how  we  are  to  hide  our  nakedness  six  weeks  hence,  I  suppose 
Providence  is  to  determine — the  Officers  I  do  assure  you,  in  general  -are 
in  Distress — some  of  their  feelings  has  been  upon  the  rack,  they  being 
obliged  to  receive  Charity  at  the  Hands  of  a  few  G-entlemen  who  had  a 
shirt  or  two  spare,  tho'  Strangers  to  them." 

I  am  Sir,  with  Esteem 

Yr:  most  ob't  Servant." 


H.'s  Run 


Sept.  29th  J.  Banister  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Dinwiddi^  In  compliance  with  your  Orders  to  impress  horses  here,  I 

immediately  convened  the  Captains  of  the  County,  and  directed  them 
to  collect  in  three  days  two  Artillery  horses  out  of  each  company — have 
appointed  persons  to  value  them  &c."  *  *  * 

"This  will  be  another  Tax  of  32  horses  upon  a  County  that  has  been 
furnishing  their  Friends  two  years  &  a  half,  &  been  plundered  by  the 
Enemy  for  neaji-  a  year."  In  as  much  as  he  knows  he  can  do  more  with 
the  people,  than  by  the  exercise  of  force,  and  as  he  will  be  of  more  ser- 
vice at  home  for  the  present,  he  will  not  be  at  the  Assembly  for  some 
time— Eequests,  that  when  the  garrison  at  York  shall  fall,  the  G-overnor 
will  use  his  influence,  "in  behalf  of  those  whose  negroes  have  been 
stolen  from  them  &  not  let  them  be  involved  in  the  plunder  of  the 
Town." 
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Col:  Jas:  Hendeicks  to  Gov:  Nelson,  expressing  great  anxiety  and       1781.. 
pain  at  the  report  of  such  want  of  provisions  at  Camp.  gept.  29th 

He  has  been  for  weeks  calling  upon  the  Commissioners  in  his  vicinity,  Alexandria 
but  his  success  has  not  been  equal  to  his  wishes,  tho'  up  to  his  expecta- 
tions— Has  not  a  barrel  of  flour  at  Alexandria,  having  sent  all,  about 
seven  hundred,  to  Camp — Continues  "  I  have  called  on  the  County  Com- 
missioners as  far  back  as  Hampshire,  in  the  most  earnest  terms  to  send 
down  their  flour  to  this  place — I  have  even  told  them  I  will  protect  all 
those  wagons  bringing  flour  from  impressments,  but  all  will  not  do." 

"  There  is  no  spirits  to  be  procured  in  this  place,  nor  Salt,  except  forty 
or  fifty  bushels,  which  I  have  ordered  the  Commissary  to  foward  imme- 
diately. Tou'l  excuse  me  for  telling  you  that  this  mode  of  procuring 
Provisions  will  not  do — a  County  Commissioner's  Sallary  is  four  Hhds : 
of  Tobacco  pr:  An:  they  will  not  exert  themselves — to  suppose  that 
Public  Virtue  will  direct  them  is  Ideal — all  the  Counties  above  me  is 
full  of  riders  purchasing  for  the  Prench  Army — these  mens'  gold  and 
silver  hath  more  powerful  arguments  than  all  our  Commissioners  prom- 
ises, even  with  the  addition  of  our  millions  of  spoil'd  Paper — I  have 
call'd  on  Commissioners,  County  Lieutenants,  Magistrates  and  others  of 
my  acquaintance  and  I  find  them  all  fond  to  oblige  the  Public,  but  fonder 
to  serve  their  own  private  interests — I  know  you  will  say,  this  is  not  a 
time  to  talk  in  this  strain — I  only  tell  you  the  behaviour  of  the  People 
you  have  to  depend  on,  and  if  my  information  is  to  be  depended  on  there 
is  some  of  our  richest  counties  in  the  Northern  Neck  hath  furnish'd 
hardly  one  beef  in  the  present  emergency — Be  assured  Sir,  that  my 
exertions  and  influence  by  night  and  day  shall  be  used  in  sending  down 
every  supply  for  the  army,  that  comes  within  my  knowledge." 


Brig:  Genl:  Eo:  Lawbon  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Sept.  29tli 

"Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  Instructions. to  me,  I  set  out  Pr.  Edward 
from  Williamsburg  on  Saturday  Evening  and  reaeh'd  this  County  the  ^°" 
Monday  Evening  following.  On  my  way  through  Powhatan  &  Cumber- 
land, I  found  on  enquiry,  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  that  was  likely 
to  produce  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  Army,  with  that  dispatch  which 
the  situation  of  our  Afl'airs  so  strongly  demands — nor  were  any  of  the 
manufacturing  mills  engaged  in  preparing  Flour  for  the  use  of  the 
Army — On  the  contrary,  the  people  generally  appeared  to  be  unin- 
formed of  our  real  distress  for  the  want  of  provisions — The  mills  were 
immediately  set  to  work — waggons,  ox-carts  &  every  kind  of  carriage 
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1781.  that  could  carry  wheat  to  the  mills  or  transport  Flour  from  thence  to 
Sept.  29th  the  places  on  the  water  (from  whence  it  may  be  easily  conveyed  to  the 
Army)  were  with  all  the  expedition  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would 
admit  of  taken  for  the  purpose— Altho'  the  people  are  well  inclin'd  to 
assist  the  Army  with  provisions,  yet  from  the  exceeding  &  unusual 
unhealthiness  in  these  parts,  they  cannot  carry  on  the  work  with  that 
vigor  &  execution,  which  their  readiness  to  engage  in  it,  would  other- 
wise have  ensur'd — An  infectious  &  malignant  fever,  which  has  carried 
off  many  of  the  Inhabitants,  prevails  greatly  in  this  County  especially: 
which  unfortunate  circumstance,  added  to  that  of  so  many  of  the 
militia's  being  called  out,  contributes  to  retard  in  a  great  degree  the 
quick  execution  of  the  undertaking.  However,  notwithstanding  this, 
I  have  already  put  to  work,  seven  very  valuable  manufacturing  mills — 
Carts  &c  are  carrying  wheat  to  the  mills  &  Coopers  are  employ'd  to  set 
up  casks  to  pack  up  the  flour,  of  which  there  is  a  great  scarcity" — 
Suggests  that  all  the  coopers,  in  the  militia  from  Amelia,  Powhatan, 
Cumberland,  P.  Edward  and  Buckingham  be  sent  up  at  once,  and  most 
of  the  wagons  belonging  to  the  South  Side  be  dispatched  to  haul  flour 
down  to  the  Army — From  the  large  quantity  of  Beef  already  gone,  and 
now  on  the  way  from  that  side  of  the  Eiver,  he  infers  the  Army  will  no 
longer  sufler  on  this  head — From  the  steps  he  has  already  taken,  wagons 
are  in  motion  with  flour  towards  Manchester  &  Petersburg,  at  which 
places  active  men  should  be  sent  to  superintend  the  unloading  these 
wagons  and  loading  the  vessels.     Concludes — 

"I  have  received  a  letter  from  Major  Allen,  who  is  on  the  South  Side 
of  the  Eiver,  informing  me  that  Colo.  Biirwell  has  taken  the  command 
of  the  militia  there;  and  regardless  of  the  arrangements  made  by  me, 
with  the  express  approbation  of  your  Excellency,  is  taking  such  steps 
as  to  derange  my  command,  &  disgust  these  officers,  who  have  been 
appointed  to  command,  by  the  Executive,  have  been  some  time  in  the 
field  &  have  thereby  added  Experience  to  confessed  bravery — This  I 
fear'd  would  be  the  case,  unless  something  was  done  to  prevent  the  mili- 
tia Field  Officers  from  taking  command,  when  the  number  of  men  they 
brought  into  the  Field  from  their  respective  Counties,  did  not  justify 
under  the  Law,  such  a  step.  If  I  am  rightly  inform'd,  Colo.  Burwell  is 
County  Lieut:  M  Mecklenburg,  and  I  am  confident  has  not  the  whole 
force  of  his  militia  down.  So  with  Colo.  Stokes  from  Lunenburg,  who 
brought  not  a  Majors  command  with  him.  I  beg  your  Excellency's 
attention  to  these  points,  as  it  is  impossible  I  can  do  that  justice  to  the 
service  I  wish,  unless  my  arragements,  &  orders  to  my  Offlqers  are  sup- 
ported—I have  no  objection  to  Colo.  Burwell— he  may  possess,  for  aught 
I  know  every  talent  that  can  make  him  great  and  serviceable  in  a  mili- 
tary character— I  wish  only  to  preserve  the  System  which  has  been  long 
adopted  &  pursu'd  wilh  success  to  the  militia.    I  shall  return  about  the 


CALBNDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES.  607 


middle  of  next  week.     I  beg  your  Excellency  to  do  me  the  honor  of       1781. 
informing  me  by  the  Express,  the  situation  of  our  army  &  the  news.  Sept.  29th 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  senti- 
ment of  respect 

Sir,  yr:  Bxeellency's 

mo:  obt.  Servt." 


Capt  :  John  Prtoe  to  Col  :  Wm.  Davies.  Sept.  29th 

"Dear  Sir, 

Tour  favor  of  the  24th  reached  me  yesterday  pr:  Express,  Williamsb'g 
in  camp  near  York,  whither  I  had  marched  w'th  the  Troops,  and  have 
returned  here  to  day  in  order  to  arrange  a  few  matters  and  shall  return 
back  again  Tomorrow."  *  *  *  * 

"A  numerous  train  of  militia  are  now  in  camp  destitute  of  ammunition 
&  no  more  to  be  borrowed  from  the  Continent,  and  the  Governor's 
uneasiness  on  the  occasion,  having  none  in  view  from  our  own  Labora- 
tory, adds  to  my  distress,  with  the  tardy  movements  of  the  arms  from 
Fauquier  Co.  House;  no  more  of  which  have  arrived  since  those  with 
Colo.  Barbour,  whose  conduct  respecting  his  interference  w'th  the  arms 
I  explained  to  you  in  my  letter  by  Mr.  Sherrar — a  number  more  militia 
would  be  in  the  Field,  and  don't  think  it  would  be  amiss,  to  make  sure 
work,  had  we  Arms  &  Provisions  for  them.  I  observe  the  return  of  arms 
&c  you  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  &  the  irregular  manner  with  which 
they  have  been  Issued.  I  think  it  remains  with  you  or  the  Executive  to  put 
a  positive  negative  upon  such  proceedings  in  future,  and  would  esteem  it 
a  favor,  if  you  will  advise  me  how  I  shall  charge  them.  I  understand 
there  is  an  act  of  assembly  relative  to  collecting  the  whole  of  the  arms 
into  magazines.  I  have  spoken  to  the  Governor  upon  the  subject,  who 
tells  me  it  is  contrary  to  his  wishes,  that  this  should  be  the  case;  he 
thinks  (as  I  do)  that  a  certain  proportion  ought  to  be  allotted  to  each 
County,  bounded  by  some  parallel  line  through  the  Country  &  the  Lieu- 
tenants of  these  Counties  made  liable  under  the  severest  penalty  for  the 
good  order  or  condition  of  these  arms  &c — upon  all  occasions,  in  having 
them  fit  for  service,  or  to  punish  the  delinquents  for  their  negligence  or 
breach  of  Orders  with  the  utmost  rigour,  as  is  done  to  the  northwd: 
Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  and  you  inform  me  what  proportion  each 
County  has  at  present  (as  I  have  not  their  returns)  I  can  compleat  their 
quotas,  take  receipts,  &  make  the  regular  charge  with  great  convenience 
from  the  Field — I  must  request  that  you  will  settle  upon  some  mode  or 
other,  and  direct  me  accordingly,  that  I  may  give  the  necessaiy  orders 
to  my  conductors  who  are  detach'd,  for  Instance  in  Gloucester,  from 
whence  I  received  the  inclosed  return  yesterday."  *  * 

*  *  "A  supply  of  arms  having  arrived 

from  the  northwd.  Colonel  Gaskins  is  furnish'd  with  better  arms  than 
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1781.       those  he  formerly  drew,  consequently  those   he   was   possest  of   are 
Sept.  29th    return'd  in,  w'ch  I  think  I  can  procure  for  the  State — they  are  of  an 
inferior  kind,  tho'  have  Bayonets— Col :  Dabney  would  be  glad  of  them, 
therefore  shall  endeavour  to  get  them."  *  * 

*  *  *  *  "I  think  If  I  had  pow- 

der and  lead  suflScient  down  here,  I  could  have  cartridges  sufflcient  for 
our  militia  made  immediately.  General  Knox  is  very  anxious  for  Capt 
Bowne's  successful  return  &  wishes  much  for  2  &  3  lb  Balls,  altho'  they 
were  not  mention'd  in  the  Governor's  Order — 
Whole  army  Now  the  news — The  whole  Army  march'd  yesterday  morning  from 
Selst^h  °'^  *^*^'  ^°^  ^°^^'  "^^  ^^^  Enemies'  lines,  in  the  following  order— The  Con- 
from  Wil-  tinental  &  Militia  Troops  in  the  right  collumn,  &  the  French  in  the 
for'rork^  Left— about  i  past  3-o-clock  each  Collumn  appear'd  before  the  Enemies 
out-posts ;  that  of  our  right,  where  I  was,  not  more  than  a  mile  from 
their  out  works  on  Pigeon  hill,  cover'd  by  a  strong  morass;  upon  our 
first  approach,  they  showed  great  consternation,  we  advanced  near  the 
morass  &  after  a  little  reconoitering  gave  them  a  few  cannon  shot  w'ch  soon 
dispers'd  them,  a  bridge  was  immediately  made  &  our  collumn  pass'd 
the  Morass,  all  except  the  Militia,  and  they  lay  upon  their  arms  all 
night,  occupying  the  ground  their  picquet  possest  an  hour  before,  in  full 
view  of  their  "Works  at  Pigeon  hill  &  the  lower  side  or  end  of  the  Town — 
This  morning  the  Collumn  advanced,  the  militia  cross  the  morass,  and 
stretch'd  the  line  arround  them  entire,  the  left  of  the  French  line  being 
bound'd  by  the  Eiver  above,  and  the  right  of  the  American  in  like 
manner  by  the  same  below — nothing  more  than  reconoitering  took  place 
for  some  (time)  after  this,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a  pretty  severe  can- 
nonade at  the  parties,  more  especially  at  his  Excell'y  Genl:  Washing- 
ton's suit  who  approach'd  their  works  very  near,  tho'  no  damage  was  done, 
except  one  soldier's  foot  shot  off  by  a  cannon  Ball — This  evening  I  am 
told  by  a  person  who  left  Camp  since  I  did,  that  the  whole  line  had  moved 
down  in  to  their  works,  our  Eiflemen  went  up  so  near  as  to  kill  ab't 
Eight  of  the  Enemy  in  their  works — A  Bridge  is  making  to  cross  the 
Morass  opposite  Pigeon  hill,  which  place  I  conjecture  will  he  taken  by 
storm,  within  a  few  days — it  is  a  very  commanding  post,  and  must  be 
possest  by  us,  when  I  think  the  business  will  be  half  done,  tho'  tis  said 
their  works  are  amazing  strong  in  Town,  that  may  be  and  yet  stand 
70  shells  a  minute,  w'ch  Genl:  Duportail  promises  to  give  them — Excuse 
this  scrall — I'll  give  you  a  more  correct  one  another  time  with  better 
accounts. 

I  am  D'r  Sir, 
with  perfect  Esteem,  your  Mo :  Ob't  Servt." 

"P.  S.     Pray  inform  me,  what  chance  there  is  for  Cartridges  from 
the  State  Laboratory." 


caleiIdae  op  state  papees. 


509 


Barracks 


Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Davies — in  reply.  1781. 

Sept.  29th 
^  No  supplies  of  clothing  have  come  to  hand,  and  the  tailors  all  idle  for  Albemarle 
want  of  materials — The  linnen  all  made  up  into  soldiers'  shirts,  and  the 
oznaburgs  into  over-alls — The  Sorgett  will  not  do  for  stable-jackets  or 
over-alls,  but  for  facings  for  Soldiers'  Goats — He  wishes  Genl :  Spots- 
wood  would  hurry  up  the  material  for  equipping  his  Legion,  before  the 
cloth  from  Philadelphia  arrives,  &  expected  by  Mr.  Eoss — "Hooks  & 
Eyes  shall  be  put  on  the  Soldier's  Coats,  but  they  will  cut  a  most  horrid 
appearance  without  buttons — lead  buttons  will  answer-  better  than 
none  " — If  there  was  a  quantity  of  lead  sent  he  can  have  buttons  made 
for  the  coats  &  vests — The  Hat  factory  must  stop — he  will  send  the  men 
back  to  Col:  Dabney,  as  ordered — Mr.  Marks  cannot  supply  him  with 
any  leather  for  boot-legs,  which  he  regrets,  in  as  much  as  he  could 
employ  the  numerous  shoe-makers  engaged — Col:  White  should  have 
paid  more  respect  to  the  truth,  than  to  have  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
certificate  from  himself,  that  his  cavalry  could  have  been  supplied  much 
sooner,  had  he  (Col:  Davies)  given  proper  orders. 


Expressing  great  surprise  at  hearing  in  different    Sept.  29th 


L.   MOSBY  TO   — 

quarters,  that  the  people  of  that  county  are  reported  as  "  backward 
and  unwilling  to  supply  the  Army." 

On  the  contrary,  they  have  "as  true  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  sup- 
plying the  Army,  as  perhaps  any  on  the  Continent" — He  will  vouch 
for  "them  that  they  will  afford  every  assistance  in  their  power"  and 
if  the  millers  could  receive  the  wheat,  if  necessary  "40  or  50  Thousand 
Bush,  might  be  gott  from  the  County." 

Apprehends  difiiculty  in  procuring  transportation  for  the  wheat  to  the 
mills,  and  suggests  that  the  Government  should  send  up  a  few  wagons 
for  this  purpose. 


Powhatan 
Co. 


Col:  John  Cropper  to  Col:  Davies. 
"Sir, 

I  herewith  send  you  the  Eeverend  John  Lyon,  John  Custis,  Wil- 
liam Garrison,  Solomon  Bunting,  George  Gibson,  Wm.  Bell,  Stephen 
Taylor  &  Eobt.  Spiers,  prisoners :  the  first  is  sent  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  agreeable  to  his  order, — the  three  next  were  principal  opposers 
of  the  draft,  the  last  four  condemned  soldiers  for  the  war — Custis,  Gar- 
rison &  Bunting  are  men  of  families,  and  of  capital  estates — they  now 
seem  sincerely  sorry  for  what  they  have  done,  and  tell  me  they  are 
willing  to  do  anything,  provided  government  should  be  so  indulgent  as 
to  permit  them  to  return  to  &  continue  with  their  families.     Garrison 


Sept.  30th 

Accomack 
Co. 

I- 
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1781.       appears  to  be  thoroughly  penitent,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  might 
Sept.  30th    hereafter  become  a  good  member  of  society :  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
me,  and  might  have  a  good  effect,  after  humbling  them,  making  them 
find  a  good  soldier  each,  &  taking  whatever  else  government  saw  proper, 
for  them  to  return  to  their  families" —  ***** 

"  By  the  vessell  in  which  these  prisoners  come,  I  have  sent  to  the  Com- 
missary General  a  thousand  gallons  of  Eum  &  one  tierce  of  Port  wine 
for  the  use  of  the  Army  &  in  a  short  time  they  may  expect  much  more." 
Encloses  certificate  strongly  recommending  the  Eev :  John  Lyon  to 
Executive  clemency,  with  request  that  he  be  allowed  to  return  "to  his 
Family  to  settle  his  private  business  in  this  County."  Signed  by  Geo: 
Corbin,  Levin  Joynes,  Edm'd  Custis,  and  Geo:  Parker — adding  himself 
"  Since  his  confinement  he  has  often  expressed  to  me  his  desire  &  inten- 
tion of  becoming  a  good  citizen  shou'd  he  be  indulged  with  any  degree 
of  liberty,  and  of  wishing  to  spend  the  remains  of  his  life  with  people 
of  known  attachment  to  the  Independancy  of  America." 


Sept.  30th  Marston  Clay  to  the  Governor. 

Halifax  Co.  He  has  been  appointed  Commissioner  for  this  County,  and  has  been 
required  to  call  upon  the  inhabitants  for  one  tenth  of  their  beeves,  for 
the  use  of  the  Army.  They  have  suffered  so  much  by  taking  certificates 
from  the  officers  of  the  Southern  Army,  and  getting  no  assurance  that 
such  certificates  were  genuine,  or  the  authority  by  which  they  were 
given,  reliable,  that  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  collect  any  supplies — Mr. 
Geo :  "Watkins,  a  Delegate  from  the  County,  has  informed  the  people  that 
there  is  no  Law  requiring  them  to  furnish  "a  tenth  beef,"  and  he  has 
"  forewarned  any  Person  from  taking  any  beef  from  him "  by  such 
authority — Special  authority  from  the  Executive  will  be  necessary  before 
he  can  execute  his  commission. 


Sept.  30th  Lewis  Burwell,  Col:  Comdq.  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Williamsb'g  I  marched  with  the  Mecklenburg  and  Lunenburg  Militia  as  soon  as 

I  received  your  Excellency's  orders,  but  the  wind  being  high  &  none  but 

raw  men  to  manage  the  boats,  we  could  not  get  over  'till  late  last  night. 

The  men  will  be  in  Town  this  morning,  and  Major  Walker  waits  on  you 

to  know  where  we  are  to  be  armed,  as  we  have  not  above  Twenty  Guns, 

&  they  but  indifferent — you  will  please  to  direct  where  we  are  to  cross 

York  Eiver,  that  we  may  avoid  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.     The 

militia  of  these  two  counties  do  not  make  a  command  for  all  the  Field 

Officers  that  are  down  from  there,  there  being  two  Colonels  and  two 

Majors— Major  Walker  will  furnish  you  with  a  return  &  your  Excellency 

will  be  pleased  to  direct,  if  either  of  us  is  to  return  home,  who  it  shall 

^^-  I  am  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  &c." 
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Col:  Geo:  Corbin  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

"Dear  Sir,  Sept.  30th 

•P  *  V  'f 

"  The  militarj''  stores  of  the  two  Gallies,  now  on  hand,  are  very  incon-  Onancock 
siderable,  except  their  large  Guns,  which  would  not  sell  now  to  advan- 
tage, nor  should  I  suppose  Government  would  wish  to  part  with  them, 
being  12  and  18  lb  cannon.  The  residue,  consisting  chiefly  of  1 — 4  lb 
cannon,  3  howitzers,  and  2  wall  pieces,  are  now  on  board  the  barge 
Eanter,  sent  to  your  shore  with  a  load  of  Eum  and  Brandy  for  the  State. 
If  it  is  the  desire  of  Government  to  dispose  of  these  military  stores  on 
board  the  Barge,  the  owners  would  be  glad  to  purchase,  or  if  Govern- 
ment would  rather  purchase  the  Barge  and  the  residue  of  her  militarj^ 
stores,  being  1 — 6  lb  cannon,  and  1  swivel-gun,  the  owners  will  have  no 
objection  to  sell — public  good  being  their  first  object,  they  will  chearfully 
adopt  whatever  Government  shall  direct — It  gives  me  much  satisfaction 
to  find  that  your  Ideas  of  our  Danger  and  defence  on  this  shore,  per- 
fectly agree  with  mine.  While  the  Enemy  were  in  possession  of  our 
defenceless  sea  and  bay  coast  of  one  hundred  miles  in  extent,  plundering 
and  burning,  and  the  disaffected  amongst  us  privately,  and  at  length 
publicly  joined  their  aid  to  destroy  our  persons  and  property,  our  situa- 
tion, with  great  propriety  might  be  called  a  had  one :  but  bad  as  it  might 
be,  I  never  wished  assistance  from  Government,  which  might  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  public  good — I  cordially  join  you  in  rejoicing  in  the  happy 
prospect  now  before  us,  this  will  more  than  reward  us  for  all  our  past 
suiferings  great  as  they  have  been" —  *  *  *  * 

Agreeable  to  your  request  Col :  Cropper  has  sent  over  the  Parson —  ^ 
he  seems  much  revived  since  receiving  some  information  that  the  Gov- 
ernor &  Council  will  probably  not  confine  him:  I  expect  the  present 
great  change  in  our  affairs  will  soon  work  a  reformation  in  the  Parson, 
and  he  will  become  a  strong  advocate  for  American  Independance ;  he 
is  attended  with  John  Custis,  Wm.  Garrison  and  Solomon  Bunting  & 
three  others  of  his  flock  and  of  the  same  political  belief  with  himself — 
They  have  shown  strong  marks  of  repentance  for  having  opposed  the 
late  Draft  in  our  County ;  but  whether  this  is  founded  on  a  conviction 
that  they  have  sined  against  their  Country;  or  on  the  arrival  of  the 
fleet  of  our  generous  Ally,  I  will  not  pretend  to  judge — however,  bad 
as  they  are,  I  hope  their  future  conduct  may  attone  for  their  offence, 
and  it  would  afford  me  real  pleasure  to  see  them  restored  to  their  fami- 
lies, who  are  innocent  sufferers,  after  having  done  proper  penance,  and 
furnished  an  able  bodied  soldier  in  their  stead — If  they  should  deserve 
mercy,  I  am  convinced  that  Government  will  be  forward  to  extend  it — 
Their  restoration  upon  the  above  terms,  or  any  other  not  prejudicial  to 
the  public  good,  would  I  hope  prevent  any  private  malice  which  tLese 
unhappy  people  and  their  friends  may  have  against  tliose  whom  they 
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1781.       suppose  instrumental  in  their  punishment.     And  might  be  a  means  of 
Sept.  30th    restoring  a  general  quiet  to  this  Country. 

The  particular  attention  shewn  me  in  writing  by  every  opportunity, 
I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge,  but  be  assured  as  long  as  paper,  pen 
and  Ink  endure,  shall  continue  to  attempt  the  acknowledgements  due 
from,  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend." 


Sept.  30th  Oapt  :  Bliezer  Callendee  to  Gov :  Nelson. 

Prederic'sb'g  Acknowledging  receipt  of  his  orders,  and  shall  be  happy  to  render 
his  country  and  service  in  his  power — would  have  preferred  to  operate 
on  the  Eappahannock — He  will  set  out  for  "Wmsburg  at  once — so  as  to 
go  up  the  river  with  the  vessels. 

He  has  just  sent  off  a  vessel  with  "  six  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  48 
bbls  of  flour  and  two  hhds:  whiskie" — She  will  fill  up  at  Port  Eoyal,  & 
from  thence  go  to  York  Eiver  or  Burwill's  Ferry. 


Sept.  80th  Messes:  Wadswoeth  &  Caeter  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  In  consequence  of  the  Conversation  we  had  yesterday  with  your 

Bxcellency,  we  applied  this  morning,  agreeable  to  your  desire,  to  Mr. 
Livingston  for  Beef,  for  the  service  of  the  French  Army,  and  at  the 
Same  Time  requested  him  to  inform  us  what  supplies  he  could  deliver, 
and  what  assurance  he  could  give  us  of  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
Army;  he  replied  that  he  could  give  us  no  assurance,  but  that  as  fast  as 
he  received  them  from  the  Commissary  he  should  deliver  them  to  us,  on 
conversing  with  him  he  acquainted  us  that  he  did  not  consider  himself 
as  a  State  Agent,  but  as  employed  by  the  French — As  we  are  appointed 
sole  Agents  by  the  French  Army,  it  is  hj  no  means  necessary  to  have  a 
middle  man  to  transact  Business  between  the  State  and  us ;  we  therefore 
request  your  Excellency  to  inform  us  who  is  the  agent  of  the  State  from 
whom  we  are  to  receive  supplies,  and  who  will  give  us  the  necessary 
Information  of  what  quantity  of  cattle  and  other  articles  he  can  deliver 
on  account  of  the  State,  that  we  may  be'  enabled  to  give  our  account  to 
M.  de  Tarle,  the  Intendant  of  the  French  army  (who  demands  it  of 
us)  what  supplies  he  can  depend  on  for  his  Sei'vice.  At  this  moment 
we  have  no  certainty  of  the  Beef  necessary  for  the  Service  to-morrow. 
"We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Eespect 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  most  hbl  Servants." 
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Genl:  Nelson  to  Honble.  David  Jameson.  1781. 

"Sir,  October  Ist 

I  received  your  letter  enclosing  extracts  relative  to  the  French  Before  York 
Agents.  The  consequences  of  such  proceedings  I  have  long  foreseen, 
and  have  laboured  to  guard  against,  by  supplying  the  combined  armies 
with  public  provisions,  forage  &c.  I  have  met  with-mueh  difficulty  and 
vexation  in  the  management  of  this  matter,  arising  partly  from  the 
•  machinations  of  their  agents,  partly  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  people 
to  assist  Government,  from  which,  former  treatment  gives  them,  per- 
haps too  little  reason  to  expect  justice,  and  partly  from  the  desire  of 
handling  Gold,  which  has  too  often  been  found  to  prevail  over  every 
other  consideration. 

I  have  been  daily  in  expectation  of  Mr.  Eoss'  assistance,  which  unless 
I  speedily  receive,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  lose  the  chance  that  offers,  of 
placing  our  finances  in  a  respectable  situation. 

Our  progress  here  has  been  more  considerable  for  the  time,  than  could 
have  been  expected,  and  attended  with  less  opposition  and  loss — Yesterday 
morning  it  was  discovered  that  the  Enemy  had  evacuated  their  out 
posts  at  Moores  Mill,  Pigeon  Quarter,  and  every  other  place  beyond  the 
creek  except  at  Nelson's  farm.  Our  troops  are  to  day  working  on  the 
grounds  they  relinquished.  The  French  took  possession  of  Pigeon  hill. 
There  have  been  two  men  killed  and  six  wounded. 

A  Sheriff's  Commission  for  Westwood  Armsted  Esquire,  of  Elizabeth 
City  is  wanting,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  enclose  to  me. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yr:  mo:  ob:  Servant." 


Thos:  Anderson,  Dep:  Com.  to  Col:  Da  vies.  October  1st 

A  few  wagons  are  fitting  out  in  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of  procur-  Buckingham 
ing  salt  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  so  that  they  may  preserve  meat  ^°- 
for  their  families.  Many  of  these  have  been  without  meat  for  some 
time,  on  account  of  "  the  pressing  demand  for  Bacon  to  furnish  Genl : 
Greene's  Army,"  and  the  quantity  they  have  given  up  to  him.  This  they 
did,  not  in  consideration  of  the  price,  "  but  for  the  regard  they  had  to 
their  Fellow  Soldiers'  suffering  in  the  Field" — They  have  hoped  to  be 
able  to  kill  Beef  to  supply  the  place  of  Bacon,  but  are  disappointed. 
Many  are  reduced  to  want;  others  of  the  most  respectable  families  have 
bread  and  milk  or  chickens. — They  deem  it  a  great  hardship,  that  they 
cannot  use  their  wagons  to  procure  salt,  for  fear  of  impressment;  and 
unless  Permits  are  granted  a  few,  for  this  purpose,  "matters  will  be  car- 
ried to  extremity"-  "Already,  "the  lives  of  the  Press  Masters"  have 
been  threatened — He  therefore  urges,  that  authority  be  given  for  a  few 
wagons  to  pass  to  the  French  Fleet  or  to  Baltimore  for  this  purpose. 
65 
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1781.  Francis  TomkieB  Oommr:  makes  report,  that  having  received  no  act 

October  1st  of  Assembly  since  1780,  he  has  been  ignorant  of  the  requirements  of  the 

Gloucester  Law  in  regard  to  the  Specific  Tax— All  the  grain  collected  in  the  County 

^°-  has  been  delivered  to  Thomas  Harwood  Dep :  Q.  Master,  for  the  Army. 


October  1st  CoL:  S.  Temple  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Caroline  Co.  Capt:  Sutton  will  deliver  a  number  of  horses  procured,  under  instruc- 
tions of  17th  ult. — He  had  just  returned  from  camp  in  Gloucester,  and 
should  never  go  down  again,  but  that  Mr.  Eichd.  Sq :  Taylor  of  King 
Wm.  County  insists  upon  his  giving  aid  in  procuring  provisions  for  the 
Army.  Accordingly  he  is  about  to  set  out,  for  Hanover,  Louisa,  Flu- 
vanna, Albemarle,  and  perhaps  across  James  Eiver,  taking  Goochland 
on  his  return.  Ardently  hopes  the  difficulties  at  Camp  may  soon  be 
removed,  as  the  resources  of  the  State  are  ample,  if  "  effectual  measures 
are  pursued  for  obtaining  them." 


October  1st  Lt:  Col:  Saml:  Yarne  to  Gov:  Nelson  applying  for  supply  of  arms 
for  a  reinforcement  of  militia  from  Augusta  Co — and  for  camp 
kettles. 

Camp  4  miles      They  have  a  small  supply  of  powder  but  no  lead — The  Eockbridge 
Wiiliamsb'ff  ™^^i*^^  under  Capt:  Campbell  have  joined  him,  and  are  also  in  want  of 
these  articles. 


October  1st  David  Anderson  Jur:  informs  the  Governor  he  has  impressed  only 
Hanover  Co.  seven  horses,  since  the  receipt  of  his  orders,  which  he  now  sends — The 
people  being  determined  to  secrete  their  best  horses,  and  his  having  to 
use  every  exertion  in  collecting  wheat  for  the  mills,  must  be  his  apology 
for  sending  so  few.  Hearing  the  army  was  suffering  for  provisions,  he 
will  use  every  effort  to  get  wheat  ground  &c. 


October  1st      Capt:  John  Pryor,  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  Governor  Nelson,  that  a 
Camp  before  late  supply  of  "ammunition  from  the  northward"  will  enable  him  to 

furnish  the  militia:  he  thinks  he  will  also  be  able  to  procure  a  few 

ammunition  wagons, 
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Martin  Cockbtjrn  and  Eich'd  Chichester,  Commrs.  to  Col:  Davies,       1781. 
accounting  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  Specific  Tax  of  that 
County. 


October  1st 


They  have  receipts  for  all  delivered — except  the  Tobacco^  now  Fairfax  Co. 
prized  up  and  ready  for  delivery,  and  some  grain  furnished  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette's  Troops  on  their  march  throug  Colchester.  The  delin- 
quents who  neglected  to  pay  their  Tax  have  been  charged  for  each 
Titheable  "  the  highest  cash  price  for  a  Bushel  of  wheat,"  estimated  at 
Alexandria,  21st  May  last  at  £22.  Virginia  currency  pr:  bushel.  They 
cannot  with  certainty  give  the  number  of  titheables  upon  which  tax  has 
been  paid,  but  they  received  from  the  Clerk's  office  2763,  "from  which 
is  to  be  deducted  the  disabled  &  infirm  negroes,"  not  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  "specific  tax,"  altho'  liable  to  the  "Parish  &  County  Levy." 


Col :  Anthy :  White  applies  to  Gov :  Nelson  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  October  1st 
number  of  horses  impressed  by  Col :  Temple,  in  place  of  the  one  hundred  Euffin's 
he  has  furnished  the  French  Troops,  Genl :  &  Field  Officers,  and  on  ^^^^ 

account  of  which  many  of  his  men  are  dismounted. 


D.  C.  Stokes  of  Lunenburg  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  1st 

"Sir, 

Tis  neither  easy  nor  proper  for  me  to  determine,  whether  it  was  College 
with  most  surprise,  mortification,  or  another  principle  less  modest  in  me  ^'"P 

to  mention,  that  I  last  night  read  your  Excellency's  instruction  to  Coll: 
Burwell,  by  which  it  appears  that  I  am  the  only  Field  Officer  of  Militia, 
commanded  to  leave  the  service;  whilst  others  inferior  to  me  in  rank  and 
seniority  are  retained — This  distinction,  Sir,  injurious  as  it  is  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a  man  of  honor ;  is  still  hightened,  by  having  occurred  at  the 
only  period  when  the  militia  were  flattered  with  the  prospect  of  doing 
anything,  either  beneficial  to  their  country,  or  honorable  to  themselves — 
If  thus,  the  militia  are  to  be  collected  like  droves  of  cattle  for  markett. 
Sir,  it  is  to  be  feared  they  will  in  future  exceed  all  their  former  unruly 
licentiousness ;  and  if  the  constant  reward  of  officers  for  spending  their 
fortunes  in  training  the  militia  at  home,  collecting  them  for  service,  pro- 
viding for  their  wants  and  marching  them  to  the  different  posts  where 
their  assistance  is  required,  is  that  of  being  dishonorably  discharged 
within  sight  of  the  field  of  action,  it  is  certain  no  man  of  sense  or  influ- 
ence, will  ever  undertake  to  be  a  County  drudge,  or  laiborer  in  the  field, 
to  plant  those  laurells,  which  he  will  forever  be  forbidden  to  gather.  If 
in  some  Counties  there  are  minions  of  Power,  and  in  others,  wretches 
mean  enough  to  bow  down  before  such  imaginary  godheads:  an  honeSt 
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1781.  people  will  soon  learn  to  detest  the  one,  as  much  as  an  honest  heart  will 
October  1st  always  despise  the  other.  I  am  Sir,  as  much  above  the  weakness  of 
fearing  to  offend,  as  I  am  above  the  baseness  of  desiring  to  flatter,  or 
the  remotest  wish  to-gain  myself  a  Temporary  influence  by  the  ridicu- 
lous daubings  of  fawning  and  adulation — Whilst  I  am  permitted  to  think 
myself  the  citizen  of  a  free  State,  I  will  always  speak  the  language  of  a 
free  man ;  and  when  my  liberty  is  invaded  I  will  always  dare  to  complain. 
However  small  the  number,  or  insignificant  the  men  I  have  brought  out; 
they  are  half  the  militia  of  a  County  entitled  to  representation :  they 
are  men  willing  to  follow  me  into  the  field,  or  any  where  else :  they  are 
men  I  know  I  can  control  (which  is  what  can  seldom  be  said  of  militia) 
and  they  are  men  who  I  flatter  myself,  have  by  long  experience,  acquired 
a  confidence  in  me  not  easy  to  be  obliterated — I  have  this  once  deceived 
them,  by  bringing  them  out  with  the  Idea  of  remaining  under  my  com- 
mand, which  is  not  permitted  me  to  perform. 

It  must  be  my  care  to  make  them  no  more  soothing  promises  under 
the  faith  of  Government;  and  perhaps  some  person  more  desirous  of 
ingratiating  himself  by  such  means,  may  as  successfully  undertake  to 
execute  designs  of  like  nature  for  the  future — I  shall  return  home  and 
endeavour  to  comfort  the  families  of  these  poor  men  whom  I  have  thus 
Involuntarily  deluded  ever  steady  to  the  cause  of  liberty  &  the  support 
of  Government  upon  the  true  Principles  of  the  Constitution. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  Esteem  &  veneration. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obt  Hble  Servt." 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies. 

October  1st       Thanks  him  for  the  perusal  of  Col:  Lee's  letters — The  State  may  be 
Richmond    wise  to  purchase  some  of  the  enemy's  vessels  "on  the  Eeduction  of 
York" ;  but  he  doubts  whether  sailors  can  be  kept  to  man  cruizing  ves- 
sels in  the  Bay — The  Colonel's  hints  how'er  may  be  improved  upon. 


October  1st  EpH:  Blaine,  C.  Genl:  to  Col:  John  Ceopper,  Accomac. 

Old  Point        For  want  of  a  fair  wind,  he  cannot  cross  to  Cherry-Stone,  but  will 

°™  °^      proceed  to  "Oxford  Landing  upon  Choptank  Eiver"  hereafter.     Both 

armies  assembled  before  York  Town,  much  in  want  of  provisions— He 

will  therefore  collect  all  he  can— the  beef  cattle  are  to  be  Killed  and 

Salted  in  bulk  and  sent  over  at  once. 

Encloses  a  note  from  Gov :  Nelson,  recommending  him  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Col:  Cropper— being  "Commissary  Genl:  of  Purchases"  for 
the  Army,  also,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  "  Eefugees  who  accom- 
panied Lord  Cornwallis  to  York  are  making  their  escape  across  the 
Bay."  He  will  therefore  strictly  watch  all  persons  landing  on  that 
shore. 
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Benj:  Day  to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

"Sir,  October  1st 

"T]ie  chain  of  Expresses  is  establish'd  to  the  Brick-House.     Mr.  Williamsb'g 
Lyon  waits  on  you,  and  will  perform  the  duty  of  an  Express  at  your 
camp :  he  is  acquainted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York  and  is  much  to  be 
depended  on." 


Major  John  Taylor  to  Hon  :  David  Jameson.  October  2d 

The  Genl :  Assembly  having  authorized  the  Executive  to  appoint  an    Eichmond 
agent  to  present  to  the  State  of  N.  Carolina  the  claims  of  certain  per- 
sons in  Virginia  to  lands  formerly  in  the  latter,  but  now  found  to  be  in 
the  former  State  and  as  he  is  particularly  interested,  recommends  the 
selection  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hardie,  now  in  the  Council,  for  the  place. 


M.  DE  Tarlie  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  2d 

Informing  him,  that  "3000  Eations  of  Indian  Corn,  consisting  of  4  Williamsb'g 
Quarts  each,  and  the  like  number  of  Eations  of  Corn  Blades,  consisting 
of  fifteen  pounds  each,  are  necessary  for  the  daily  subsistence  of  the 
Horses  in  the  French  Army,"  and  requesting  to  be  informed  at  once 
whether  this  supply  can  be  furnished. 


James  McAlister,  informs  Col:  Hendricks,  "there  is  a  great  quantity    October  2d 
of  wheat  &  flour"  in  that  county  left  over  from  the  year  before,  but  Martinsburg 
nearly  all  spoiled — ^He  had  collected  Teams  to  haul  it  to  Alexandria,  but 
they  were  impressed,  he  was  superceded  in  his  office,  and  altho'  he  had 
laid  the  matter  before  the  Council  in  July  last,  had  heard  nothing  of 
his  complaint.     He  is  therefore  not  to  blame. 


Capt  :  John  Pryor  to  Col  :  "W.  Davibs.  October  2d 

The  "Eeturn"  of  States'  Ordnance   received — but  is  not  accurate.  Camp  before 
The  State  has  on  hand  now  seventy  one  barrels  of  Powder — Has  jus't  Town 

learned,  that  "the  Enemy  has  3  of  our  13-In:  mortars  &  1.  16  Inch  do:, 
tho'  as  they  have  no  shells  we  shan't  suffer  much  by  them." 

Continues,  "If  we  reduce  York,  I  think  I  shall  claim  them  for  the 
State,  with  every  other  article  of  Mil :  Stores  that  appears  to  be  State 
property — In  the  present  situation  of  affairs  I  don't  think  we  can  make 
a  permanent  charge  against  the  Counties  that  are  call'd  into  actual  ser- 
vice, for  arms  &c  wh.  they  were  formerly  possess'd  of,  as  the  property  is 
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1781.  eternally  transferring  in  the  Field,  by  those  who  relieve  them,  &  in  spite 
October  2d  of  all  I  can  do,  I  cannot  preserve  regularity,  thro'  the  interference  of 
Brigade  Q.  Masters,  one  of  which  I  have  endeavored  to  brake,  he 
appear'd  to  be  happy  had  I  succeeded,  he  was  acquitted,  altho'  it  was 
for  throwing  upwards  of  100  arms  down  in  an  Old  Field  uncovered, 
where  they  lay  24  hours  in  a  rain  wh.  nearly  ruin'd  the  whole  of  them — 
I  have  now  a  Conductor  to  each  Brigade,  and  am  determined  that  no  Q. 
M.  shall  be  concern'd  with  mil:  stores  in  future.''  *         *        *         * 

"I  have  received  no  files  as  yet,  and  suifering  much  for  want  of  them. 
I  have  near  400  damag'd  arms  now  on  hand — these  militia  are  fine 


"On  Sunday  Last  the  Enemy  evacuated  all  their  out-posts,  wh.  we 
immediately  took  possession  of,  &  from  which  we  are  making  our 
approaches,  tho'  under  an  infernal  Hot  Cannonaid — upwards  of  2000 
Balls  have  been  flr'd  at  us  to  day — for  want  of  wind  sufl&cient  the  French 
ships  have  not  yet  come  up  the  Eiver.  in  a  day  or  two  our  first  parralel 
will  be  form'd,  by  which  time,  I  hope  our  heavy  Cannon  will  be  ready 
to  play  on  them — as  yet  we  have  not  return'd  them,  a  single  shot.  Col: 
Scammel*  was  unfortunately  wounded  and  made  prisoner  on  Sunday  as 
he  was  going  the  rounds  as  Officer  of  the  Day,  'tis  said  his  wound  is 
very  dangerous :  About  10  kill'd  and  wounded  make  the  whole  of  our 
loss  as  yet.  The  Enemy  have  pull'd  down  almost  every  Wooden  House 
in  Town  &  I  suppose  we  shall  knock  down  every  Brick  one,  so  that  the 
Town  between  us  will  be  demolish'd  entirely.  The  Old  Secretaryf 
stands  his  ground  as  yet.  Doct:  Griffin  is  come  out  on  parole — Only 
furnish  us  with  provisions  and  all  will  go  well — It  is  a  glorious  sight  & 
well  worth  seeing  If  you  had  time  to  ride  down. 

I  am,  Dr  Sir,  with  great  Eegard  &  Esteem 

Your  most  obt.  Servt." 


October  2d    Capt  :  John  Peyton  to ,  enclosing  "  Eeturn  "  of  clothing,  received 

from  the  different  Counties  in  the  State. 

Albemarle  "  The  inconsiderableness  of  it,  surely  will  draw  a  blush  from  our  Wise 
Barracks  y^^^^  ^j^^j^  j^^^j^  before  them— in  my  opinion  it  ought  to  do  it,  when  they 
consider  in  what  manner  that  very  essential  law  has  been  abused  by 
some  of  the  Counties" — Indeed  all  he  has  received  "woiild  reflect  dis- 
credit on  any  person  that  could  think  of  giving  it  to  a  poor  soldier" — 
The  Commissary  at  the  Post  has  received  orders  to  reduce  the  Artificer's 
Eations  "to  1  lb  of  Beef  &  1  do:  of  Indian  meal  pr:  day."  Men  cannot 
work  on  so  small  an  allowance,-  and  he  shall  be  obliged  to  discharo'e 
these  men,  having  contracted  with  them  for  full  allowances— concludes 
"The  Commissioner  of  this  county  has  treated  this  post  most  rascally 

*Died  soon  after  at  Wmsburg.  .|.Gen :  Nelson's  Uncle. 
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in  his  supplies — Always  sending  to  it  the  worst  beef  he  can  possibly  get 
&  often  no  salt.  I  wish  I  had  him  as  an  Artificer  at  this  place  for  six 
months  to  punish  him  for  his  exceeding  neglect — My  dear  Sir,  cant  you 
fall  on  some  way  to  procure  Captain  Tebbs,  who  is  one  of  my  ass'ts, 
part  of  his  pay — he  is  distressed  much  for  the  want  of  it,  as  we  are 
obliged  to  purchase  everything  we  make  use  of,  at  a  very  big  price  from 
the  country  people;  except  a  little  poor  Beef  &  Indian  meal,  which  we 
draw  from  our  Sweet  scented  Commrs  1  lb  of  each  pr:  daj' — I  am  realy 
afraid  we  shall  get  the  ague  and  fever  here,  for  the  want  of  a  little 
strong  drink  to  dispel  the  heavy  Foggs  which  frequently  rise  at  this 
season  of  the  year  from  the  Valleys  of  the  Mountains — Should  it  be  in 
your  power  to  prevent  that  disagreeable  complaint,  pray  do  it,  and 
believe  me  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard, 

Yr:  ob  Servant." 


1781. 
October  2d 


Genl  :  A.  Spotswood  to  Col  :  Da  vies.  October  2d 

He  should  have  replied  to  his  of  the  22d  ult:  sooner,  but  has  been 
"exceeding  week  &  low"  from  severe  illness.     The  clothing  expected 
from  the  North,  is  as  follows 
yards 

Blue  Cloth 840 

White  do:  650 

Green  do:  400 

Eed       do :  400 — and  he  prefers  to  wait  for  it,  "  rather  than 

take  up  with  serge,  which  in  general,  is  of  bad  quality" — The  time  for 
calling  out  the  Legion  is  postponed  until  26th  Oct :,  for  reasons  to  be 
made  known  hereafter. 

For  swords  his  only  "dependance  is  on  old  Hunter" — From  him  also, 
he  expects  "spurs,  Bridle-bitts  &  currycombs" — From  Simpson,  "hol- 
sters, pads.  Portmanteaus,  halters  &  Strapps." 

Concludes  "  I  wish  the  Jacketts  to  be  made  rather  larger  in  the  sleeve, 
from  the  elbow  downwards,  and  instead  of  a  round  CufF,  to  be  a  slashed 
one,  with  three  buttons  on  each  Cuff.  The  Blue  and  white  cloth  com- 
ing on,  will,  I  believe  cloth  what  infantry  we  have  raised  with  two  Jackets 
each;  the  cavalry  must  have  the  green."  *  *  * 

I  am  dr.  Sir,  with  great  regard." 


Chas.   Stewart,    Com  : 


Genl:    of   Issues,    to 
Issues  State  op  Va. 


Jno:    Eobertson,    Co.    October  2d 


"In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  dated  June  10th,  1777,  I 
do  hereby  appoint  you,  John  Eobertson  Esquire,  Superintendant  Com- 
missary of  issues  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 


Camp 
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1781.  You  will  therefore  forthwith  enter  on  the  duties  of  that  office,  which 

October  2d  from  your  experience  and  good  character,  I  am  convinced,  you  will 
faithfully  execute.  Thomas  Jones,  Esquire,  deputy  commissary  genl:, 
will  give  you  any  prepedents  for  returns,  you  may  want;  copies  of  which 
you  will  foward  to  those  respective  assistants  in  your  district,  which 
have  not  been  furnished — You  will  obtain  from  each  of  them  regular 
monthly  returns  of  the  provisions,  and  other  stores  that  they  receive 
and  issue,  with  those  on  hand  on  the  close  of  each  month,  from  which 
you  will  form  one  general  monthly  return ;  one  copy  of  which  foward  to 
the  board  of  War  of  this  State,  and  two  foward  to  me,  one  of  (which) 
direct  for  His  Excellency  Genl:  "Washington. 

There  being  no  proper  deputy  commissary  General  of  hides  for  this 
State,  his  excellency,  the  commander  in  eheif,  by  his  instructions  to 
Colo.  Blaine  and  myself,  directed  that  we  should  appoint  proper  persons 
to  superintend  that  business,  and  you  are  hereby  appointed  to  that  duty. 

As  the  hides  and  tallow  are  two  very  essential  articles,  you  will  have 
them  taken  the  utmost  care  of — When  hides  and  tallow  cannot  be  moved 
to  proper  places  of  deposite,  they  must  be  disposed  of  for  the  highest 
prices  that  can  be  had,  and  the  value  accounted  for.  See  to  make  this 
evidently  clear,  the  monthly  returns  of  the  assistants  should  particu- 
larly set  forth  the  number  of  cattle  Killed,  the  weight  of  the  hides  and 
tallow,  and  amount  of  money  it  sold  for. 

This  you  will  demand  &  insist  on,  as  an  indispensible  part  of  the  duty 
of  each  assistant,  &  that  they  charged  themselves  with  the  amount,  and 
also  with  the  amount  of  all  damaged  provisions  which  may  be  sold:  too 
much  neglect  has  arisen  in  these  things,  and  must  in  future  be  avoided. 

Every  post  being  a  considerable  addition  of  expense  to  the  public,  I 
beg  you  will  establish  none  but  those  essentially  necessary,  and  consult 
the  Executive  authority  and  board  of  War  on  all  such  occasions:  whose 
instructions  and  advice  you  are  to  follow.  You  will  keep  me  constantly 
advised  of  the  state  of  the  posts  under  your  care,  which  you  are  to  visit 
frequently  and  send  me  a  return  of  them,  setting  forth  the  names  of  the 
respective  Assistants;  each  of  whom  are  to  take  the  usual  oath  of  office, 
and  execute  a  bond  for  the  just  and  faithful  performance  of  their  duty, 
which  bond  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  silver,  you  are  to 
lodge  in  the  War  Office  for  this  State  &  take  a  receipt  for  the  deposit  of 

I  am  your  mo ;  ob  Servant." 


the  same. 


October  2d 
Bichmond 


Jno:  Pierce  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

In  reply  to  complaints  made  of  him,  he  assures  his  Excellency  "that 
every  step  that  he  could  devise  has  been  taken"  to  hurry  down  provis- 
ions and  cattle.  He  is  very  much  interferred  with  by  persons  who  have 
received  appointments  from  his  Excellency  to  make  collections  of  pro- 
visions, thus  producing  confusion  and  conflict  of  authority— Begs  that 
this  may  cease,  and  that  proper  instructions  be  transmitted  to  those 
already  acting. 
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Major  Thos:  Poset  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781, 

October  2d 

He  has,  in  accordance  with  instructions,  communicated  with  the  Cumberland 
nfeighboring  Counties,  in  regard  to  recruiting  their  quotas  for  the  Con-  ^^^  ^-  ^' 
tinental  service,  according  to  law — Their  answer  is  "we  can't  move  in 
our  respective  divisions,  and  we  Keep  off  the  draught  untill  the  whole 
of  our  mihtia  returns  off  duty  agreeable  to  the  orders  from  Govern- 
ment" *  *  *  *  He  is 
unable  to  give  a  correct  list  of  the  number  of  recruits  raised  and  sent 
foward,  for  the  reason  that  the  men  desert  on  their  way  to  the  different 
Rendezvous,  and  the  officers  receiving  them  fail  to  return  lists  of  the 
several  detachments  delivered  from  each  County.  The  Books  of  the 
general  Rendezvous  may  supply  the  information. 

No  "gross  misbehaviour"  has  occurred  in  the  recruiting  business, 
except  what  "has  been  obvious  to  everybody — "Such  as  several  of  the 
Counties  refusing  to  draught,  or  been  prevented  so  to  do,  by  an  opposi- 
tion of  men  in  arms."  also  such  as  "  several  Counties  draughting  men 
who  are  not  proper  persons  to  perform  military  duty ''  which  is  too  true. 

Calls  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  sick  at  that  Post — He  has  writ- 
ten to  Dr.  Wilson  also  on  this  subject,  and  "in  short  has  applied  every 
where  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  obtaining  releif  for  the  poor  unhappy 
men" — Continues — "Now  I  must  beg  of  you  Col,  if  you  are  possess'd 
with  any  humanity  (as  I  am  sure  you  are)  that  you  try  to  procure  some 
releaf  to  the  distress'd.  Sick  Soldiers" — "One  fine  cleaver  young  Vir- 
ginian is  this  moment  expiring,"  and  unless  releived,  many  others  must 
perish,  as  they  are  getting  worse  and  worse  every  day. 

Some  time  ago  he  had  enclosed  a  list  of  the  Officers  of  the  Va.  Conti- 
nental Line,  from  the  Cavalry,  Artillery  and  Infantry,  who  should  com- 
pose a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  and  presenting  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Genl :  Assembly,  setting  forth  the  greivances,  under  which 
the  aforesaid  Troops  laboured — They  are  "Col:  Wood,  Colo.  Pebiger, 
Col:  Davies,  and  Lt:  Colo.  Towles  from  the  Infantry;  from  the  Cavalry, 
Maj :  Call,  and  Dr.  Rose — and  Colo.  Harman  from  the  Artillery — Con- 
cludes "But  my  dear  Col:,  if  this  aforesaid  business  is  done,  I  am  afraid 
your  shoulders  or  head,  is  to  bear  the  whole  weight;  but  at  any^rate,  if 
it  is  not  done,  we  may  expect  to  come  far  short  of  such  provision  as  is 
made  by  other  States  for  their  Officers,  tho'  I  submit  the  matter  to  your 
superior  judgement  to  determine." 


M.  Livingston  to  Gov :  Nelson.  October  3d 

Enclosing  an  urgent  I'equest  from  M.  de  Tarle,  Intendant  of  the  French  Williameb'g 
Army,  that  he  be  furnished  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  Provis- 
ions supplead  the  Prench  Troops,  by  the  State  of  Virginia;  and  request- 
66 


g22  CALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPEES. 

1781.       ing  directions,  as  to  the  basis  upon  which  the  prices  of  said  supplies 
October  3d  shall  be  established,  and  the  mode  of  settling  the  accounts  therefor. 


October  3d  David  Jameson  TO  Gov:  ISTelson. 

"Sir, 
Council  I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  Ist  &  heartily  congratulate 

Chamber  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  successes  so  far.  I  hope  a  short  time  will  place  you  in  the 
Town.  Mr.  Boss  is  I  expect  with  you  by  this  time— I  hope  some  mode 
may  be  fallen  on  of  obtaining  supplies  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
I  inclose  the  Commission  for  Mr.  Armstead— Fourteen  delegates  & 
two  of  the  Senate  appeared  on  Monday— they  adjourned  to  Teusday, 
when  several  more  delegates  appeared.  This  day  they  have  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  in  November.  I  expect  to  see  you  friday  or  Satur- 
day, and  if  the  other  members  will  consent  to  it,  will  join  you  as  an 
Executive.     With  great  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

Mo:  obed:  Servt." 


October  3d  Grov :  Nelson  TO  CoL:  Thos:  Newton  Jn'r. 

"  Sir, 
Camp  before  The  Provision  Commissioners  for  Princess  Anne  &  Norfolk  Counties 

York  ^j^j  jjj^^g  i^  jji  tjieir  power  to  furnish  you  with  a  considerable  number  of 
cattle,  which,  as  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  to  apply  them  to  the  use  of 
the  army,  you  will  dispose  of  to  the  French  Fleet  for  cash.  This  will 
at  the  same  time  benefit  the  Fleet  &  Public:  And  the  Commissioners 
of  the  said  Counties  are  hereby  required  to  collect  &  furnish  to  you  what 
the  Law  requires  from  their  Counties.  The  Commissioners  of  Nanse- 
mond  are  also  required  to  deliver  to  you  or  your  assistants  the  Beeves 
of  that  Part  of  their  County  lying  between  Suffolk  &  Portsmouth.  If 
two  light  whale  Boats  can  be  got  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  up 
immediately  to  Burwell's  Perry. 

The  Count  de  Grass  is  much  in  want  of  Provisions  for  his  table,  by 
which  I  suppose  he  may  mean  small  meats  &  vegetables — It  much  con- 
cerns us  that  he  be  well  supplied,  &  I  must  beg  that  you  will  exert 
yourself  for  this  purpose.  If  you  cannot  procure  what  is  wanting  by 
purchase,  you  are  hereby  authorized  &  impowered  to  procure  it  by 
impress,  granting  certificates  for  what  you  get  in  this  way.  You  will 
also  take  the  vessels  necessary  for  your  purpose,  &  their  crews,  &  every 
other  means  of  transportation  which  you  shall  find  requisite — And  all 
officers  of  the  militia,  on  whom  you  shall  call  for  assistance,  are  hereby 
directed  to  aid  you  in  the  execution  of  this  office. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  ob't  Serv't." 
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Phil:  Taliaferro"  to  Gen'l:  Weeden,  by  Express.  1781. 

"Sir, 

A  party  of  the  Enimy  are  now  at  Mrs.  Whitings,  and  have  sent    October  3d 

out  to  collect  the  cattle  and  sheep  adjacent,     there  being  no  one  to 

oppose  them,  have  thought  proper  to  send  this  information  to  you  &  am 

with  respect, 

Your  most  ob't  Serv't." 


Genl:  Nelson,  to  Comm'rs  op  Accomac  and  Northampton  Cos.       October  3d 

"Sir, 

The  Eleet  and  Army  of  our  Allies  requiring  large  supplies  of  fresh  Camp  before 
Provisions,  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  your  County  to  furnish  its 
quota  to  the  Navy.    Tou  will  therefore  dispose  of  the  beef  which  the 
Public  claims  of  your  County,  to  the  French  Fleet  for  cash,  your  situa- 
tion rendering  it  difficult  to  settle  for  it  in  any  other  manner. 

I  am  Sir  &c." 


York 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Count  de  Grasse.  October  3d 

"Sir, 

Mr.  Wray  the  Gentleman  to  whom  I  have  applied  to  provide  Houses  Camp  before 
&  Necessaries  for  your  sick,  will  have  the  Honor  of  delivering  you  this. 
His  Inclination  leads  him  to  render  every  service  in  his  Power  to  the 
generous  Friends  of  his  Country :  &  if  your  Excellency  will  have  him 
furnished  with  money,  he  will  be  able,  I  hope  to  procure  for  them  every- 
thing requisite. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  &c." 


Gov :  Nelson  to  Jacob  Wray  Esq.  .    October  3d 

"Sir, 

To  enable  you  more  effectually  to  provide  Houses  &  necessaries  for  Camp  before 
the  Sick  of  the  French  Fleet,  you  are  hereby  impowered  to  take  conve-  ^°'''^ 
nient  Houses,  always  taking  care  not  to  distress  Inhabitants:  and  you 
will  call  on  the  Commissioners  of  Provisions  for  Elizabeth  (City)  County, 
to  assist  you :  who  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  you  what  Provisions 
they  have  collected,  or  are  by  Law  directed  to  collect,  which  will  answer 
your  Purposes.  You  will,  instead  of  taking  Eeceipts,  account  for  them 
with  the  Public  in  Cash.  If  you  find  an  Assistant  necessary,  you  will 
appoint  such  a  one  as  you  know  to  be  competent  to  the  office. 

[  I  am  &e,'" 
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1781.       Gov:  Nelson  to  M.  de  Tarl£,  "Intendant  of  the  Pkencb  Army." 
October  4th  a  gjj. 

Camp  before  I  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  yesterday.     With  respect  to  the 

^°*  Eations  of  corn,  I  think  that  I  can  venture  to  assure  you  there  will  be 
no  other  Difficulty  in  furnishing  them,  than  what  will  arise  from  the 
want  of  the  means  of  Transportation;  which  also  will  be  removed  as 
soon  as  the  Artillery  &  Military  stores  are  brought  to  Camp.  Vessells 
were  yesterday  sent  off  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  a  country  abounding  in 
corn  and  oats,  where  I  had  previously  directed  Forage  to  be  collected — 
These  vessels  will  soon  return  &  and  others  are  out  on  the  same  Busi- 
ness,— which  may  be  every  day  expected,  especially  one  sent  up  James 
Eiver  about  twenty  miles  above  Williamsburg  by  Mr.  Livingston,  for 
fifteen  hundred  bushels  of  corn.  Fodder  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
supply  you  with,  for  which  Eeason  I  would  take  the  Liberty  of  advising 
that  proper  Persons  be  sent  up  the  Country  where  only  it  is  to  be  had 
in  considerable  quantities,  with  money  to  purchase.  Some  for  immediate 
use  may  be  purchased  in  the  neighborhood  of  Williamsburg — Had  we 
possession  of  York  Eiver,  abundant  supplies  of  all  kinds  of  Forage 
might  be  drawn  from  the  Country  adjacent  to  it." 


October  4th  Jno:  Buckely  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Davies. 

Pittsylvania  Eegrets  his  inability  to  give  correct  return  of  the  Grain  Tax,  not  hav- 
ing rec'd  those  of  the  Commrs.  of  the  Specific  Tax,  altho'  he  has  applied 
over  and  over  for  them.  In  a  few  days  he  will  send  "a  large  drove  of 
heaves  to  camp"  and  will  have  on  hand  a  large  quantity  of  flour,  and 
other  provisions. 


October  4th       Col:  Jas:  Hendricks  sends  four  wagons,  loaded  with  cartridge  boxes, 


District  of 


Alexandria  brought  from  Annapolis— two  more  wagon  loads  remain  at  that  place. 


October  5th  Major  E.  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies. 

Richmond  Eequesting  Exemptions  for  ten  men,  to  serve  as  watermen,  to  trans- 
port supplies  from  Carter's  Ferry  to  Westham;  andfrom  the  latter  place 
to  Eichmond,  whore  ho  proposes  to  establish  a  depot  of  supplies  for  the 
winter — Those  men  will  bo  needed  until  January  5th. 
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Seweli's 


Brig:  Genl:  G.  Weedon   to  Gov:  Nelson.  1781. 

''  Dear  Sir,  October  5th 

I  was  last  night  fav'd  with  the  Inclosed,  by  which  you  will  Camp 
find  how  exceedingly  the  Detachmt.  under  Cola  Burwell  have  diminished, 
and  I  understood  there  were  no  arms  with  them.  This  being  the  case  have 
ordered  them  to  hault  at  Gloster  Court  House,  having  already  100  men 
of  the  Loudoun  militia  in  camp,  unarmed.  And  have  sent  Mr.  Reynolds 
conductor  of  military  stores  to  "Williamsburg  for  a  supply.  We  are  also 
in  want  of  Surgeons  and  medicine.  Doctr.  Innis  has  afforded  every 
assistance  in  his  power,  the  Business  however  is  too  extensive  for  his 
utmost  efforts. 

I  am,  with  real  Esteem  &  Respect 
Yr:  Excellency's  most  ob  Servt. 


Major  R.  Claiborne  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  Mr.  Hay  can  furnish  October  5th 
canvas  for  bunks,  and  biers  instead  of  oznaburgs — As  this  is  an  import-    Kichmond 
ant  &  particular  matter,  not  knowing  how  soon  they  may  be  wanted,  he 
sends  down  "six  bolts"  of  canvas. 


Major  Claiborne  to  Col  :  "Wm.  Davies.  October  5th 

Requesting  an  order  on  the  State  for  "300  yards  of  canvas,  90  lbs.    Richmond 
Spanish  brown,  12  gallons  of  oil  and  2  Reams  of  writing  paper"  he 
being  unable  to  furnish  them  to  Capt :  Rice  as  required — The  canvas 
paint  and  oil  for  making  covers  for  Ammunition  Wagons,  and  the  paper 
for  the  use  of  the  Officers. 


Edward  McGwire  and  David  Kennedy,  enclose  to  Governor  Nelson  October  5th 
the  Petition  of  one  Philip  Wolvine,  once  granted  by  Gov :   Patrick  Borough  and 
Henry,  praying  for  permission  to  procure  one  thousand  weight  of  lead  ^^°  °* 
from  "Chizles  Mines"  to  be  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  "Potters 
Ware,"  for  want  of  which  the  people  are  suffering— They  certify  to  the 
"distress  of  the  poor"  on  this  account. 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Count  de  Grasse.  October  5th 

"Sir, 

Mr.  Maury  who  is  charged  with  this  Letter  to  you,  waits  on  your  Camp  before 
Excellency  to  be  informed^  of  the  circumstances  of  the  Detention  of  the        York 
Plag  vessels  carrying  Tobacco  to  Charleston.    He  was  appointed  the 
Agent  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  this  Tobacco  &  to  discharge  the  oflScers 


526  CALBHDAR  Oli"  STATE  PAPERS. 


1781.       Debts,  but  ib  now  instructed,  as  political  Eeasons  may  still  make  it 
October  6th  improper  for  him  to  proceed,  to  return  with  the  vessels  into  Port. 

He  is  also  empowered  to  purchase  for  the  State  any  vessels  captured 
by  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  Fleet  under  your  command,  which  your 
Excellency  may  think  proper  to  have  disposed  of  in  this  manner ;  And 
I  beg  that  you  will  aid  him  with  your  Countenance  in'  the  transacting 
of  this  business. 

I  have  the  Honor  &c." 


October  5th  Gov:  Nelson  to  Col:  Sir  John  Peyton,  pr:  Robt.  Andrews,   Sec'y. 

"Sir, 
Camp  before  There  is  an  immediate  necessity  for  two  swift  Pettiaugers  for  the 

Purpose  of  opening  a  short  communication  between  the  Camps.  The 
Governor  begs  that  you  will  have  them  procured  and  sent  to  Smith's 
Landing  on  back  Creek. 

I  am  &c." 


York 


October  5th  Also  to  Mr.  Livingston  from  the  Same. 

Camp  before  "Mr.  Ross  Agent  of  the  State,  arrived  in  Camp  to  day.  He  is  now 
''  conferring  with  the  Agents  of  the  French  Army,  &  may  come  to  some 
agreement  with  them  which  will  be  more  favourable  to  government  than 
the  mode  of  purchasing  from  Individuals — The  Governor  requests  that 
you  will  settle  the  accounts  as  the  Intendant  desired,  &  as  you  know 
better  than  he  does  the  Prices  which  have  been  given  for  the  different 
articles,  he  leaves  it  to  you  to  fix  them.  He  will  however  be  obliged  to 
you,  if  you  will  acquaint  him  by  the  first  opportunity  with  the  Rates 
you  settle  at. 

I  am  &c. 


October  5th  DlTKE  DE  ChoISY  TO  GoV:   NeLSON. 

"  Dr  Sir, 
Camp  I  have  to  request  your  Excellency  will  immediately  order  for 

ewell'3  jjjy  Operations  on  this  side  York  River,  18  waggons  with  their  four 
Horses  each.  And  24  Horses  with  their  harness  for  the  Artillery 
service— It  is  very  essential,  I  shall  be  speedily  furnished  with  these 
Supplies,  as  without  them,  the  service  must  suffer. 

I  am  with  much  Respect  yr ;  Ex- 

cellencie's  most  ob't  Serv't." 
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Gov:  Nelson  to  Delegates  in  Congress  feom  Va.  1781. 

"  Gentlemto,  October  5th 

Since  I  last  wrote,  I  have  received  your  Favours  of  Sept :  Camp  before 
11th  &  18th — ^A  variety,  of  causes  conspired  to  prevent,  a  regular  York 
acknowledgment  of  them ;  but  as  we  are  now  stationary  &  have  reduced 
matters  into  some  order,  I  shall  venture  to  promise  you,  that  you  shall 
weekly  at  least,  receive  the  occurrences  of  this  Quarter,  which  I  know 
must  be  objects  of  anxious  curiosity,  &  I  hope  will  be  of  very  agreeable 
Importance. 

This  evening  will  complete  a  week,  since  we  moved  down  from  Wil- 
liamsburg. The  Enemy,  very  quietly  permitted  us  to  invest  them,  &  on 
the  second  night,  fearful  I  suppose  of  a  storm,  evacuated  all  their  out- 
works, except  one  on  the  Hill  above  the  Creek  on  the  "Williamsburg 
road,  which  they  still  hold.  "We  immediately  took  possession  of  the 
"Works  they  left,  which  have  been  converted  into  covering  Eedoubts  for 
the  intended  approaches.  These  Eedoubts  are  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  Town — The  Enemy  endeavored  to  retard  these  operations,  by 
playing  on  our  men  who  were  at  work,  from  their  Batteries,  but  with 
very  little  effect,  having  killed  in  all  only  six  men.  "We  have  not 
returned  one  shot — The  Day  before  yesterday,  on  the  Gloucester  side, 
the  Duke  de  Lauzun  attacked  with  his  cavalry  &  a  corps  of  militia 
Grenadiers,  Tarleton  at  the  Head  of  six  hundred  men,  consisting  of  the 
Horse  of  his  Legion  &  a  Body  of  Infantry — Tarleton  was  dismounted 
&  wounded;  a  major  who  commanded  the  Infantry  killed,  near  fifty  men 
killed  &  wounded,  and  the  whole  Party  defeated.  The  Loss  on  our 
side,  was  about  12  killed  &  wounded.  The  Duke,  his  officers  &  the 
whole  of  the  men  under  his  command  behaved  with  so  much  gallantry 
on  this  occasion,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  thought  proper  to  give 
them  his  Thanks  in  the  Order  of  yesterday. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  Agent  has  not  established  some  means  of 
supplying  you  with  money,  a  matter  in  which  not  only  your  comfortable 
subsistence,  but  also  the  Credit  and  Interest  of  the  State  are  concerned. 
I  have  been  for  some  time  in  daily  expectation  of  seeing  him  in  Camp, 
&  the  moment  he  arrives,  I  will  urge  hiin  to  a  proper  attention  to  this 
Business. 

I  must  beg  that  you  will  endeavour  to  secure  for  this  State  its  Propor- 
tion of  the  Clothing  lately  imported  for  the  Continental  Army.  The 
situation  we  have  been  in  for  nearly  a  year  has  so  much  put  it  out  of 
our  Power  to  provide  clothes  for  our  Line,  that  the  few  Troops  we  have 
now  in  the  Field  are  not  fit  to  be  seen. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c." 
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1781.  Jno.  Pierce  writes  to  the  Governor  that  the  Commissioner  of  Prince 

October  5th  George  Co.  has  informed  him  he  can  procure  "six  pipes  of  wine"  if  he 
Eichmond    be  empowered  to  "  seize  it" — He  has  been  instructed  "to  suspend  taking 

it,"  until  his  Excellency  could  be  consulted,  and  therefore,  now  desires 

instructions. 


October  5th       Capt:  H.  Young  sends  to  the  Governor  one  of  the  Expresses  to  remain 
Eichmond    On  duty  at  his  Quarters — he  has  put  only  one  man  at  the  several  posts 
mentioned,  but  as  soon  as  riders  can  be  gotten  the  order  shall  be  fully 
complied  with. 

October  6th  Henry  Gaenett  TO  Gov :  N"elson. 

Essex  Co.  In  accordance  with  orders,  he  has  been  thro'  the  different  Counties  to 
hasten  collections  and  foward  supplies  to  the  Army — Two  thousand 
cattle  on  the  way.  Not  more  than  about  three  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat  can  be  gotten,  which  shall  be  ground  and  sent  on  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible— The  corn  collected  has  become  heated,  but  will  do  for  forage — No 
spirits  to  be  had,  unless  taken  from  the  Importers — The  groat  scarcity 
of  vessels  has  prevented  him  from  transporting  provisions  sooner. 


October  6th  CoL :   "Wm.  DavieS  TO  Gov :  NelsoN. 

War  Office  Having  had  no  letter  from  his  Excellency  for  some  time,  he  does  not 
know  whether  the  canvas  or  osnaburgs  have  been  adopted  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated — Major  Claiborn  has  been  absent  at  Camp  for  some  time, 
and  was  in  doubt  as  to'  the  instructions  in  regard  to  "  return  "  of  horses 
delivered  to  him.  Directions  have  just  been  given,  hastening  down  the 
two  thousand  pairs  of  shoes  for  the  French  Troops. 


October  6th  John  Watkins  Comm'r  to  Col;  Davies. 

Surry  Co.  He  has  been  collecting  estray  horses  left  by  the  enemy,  as  ordered — 
Desires  instructions  how  he  is  to  get  the  wagon  and  team  due  from  the 
County,  the  Co.  Lieutenant  having  handed  over  the  horses  to  Col: 
Parker,  and  taken  his  receipts. 


October  6th  Capt:  John  Pktor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dear  Sir, 

°^°York^°'^^  Capt:  Bowne  has  just  return'd  with  a  melancholly  account 

of  our  chance  for  the  shells  and  shot  being  here  in  season,     those  from 
Eichmd.  I  do  suppose  may  arrive,  but  am  afraid  that  they  will  be  inconsid- 
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crable,  as  Capt;  Bowne  informs  me  thai  a  very  great  proportion  of  what  1781. 
we  have  are  at  Hanover  Town.  The  means  of  transportation  being  October  6th 
entirely  engross'd  in  Sending  provisions  to  the  Army,  he  says  be  could 
not  get  one  brought  down.  A  Vessell  with  shells  &  shot  it  seems  came 
down  the  Eiver  a  few  days  ago  to  the  mouth  of  College  Creek,  where 
she  dropt  her  load,  to  what  number  I  know  not  nor  where  from.  I  am 
now  sending  after  them:  our  Landing  now  is  Trebells — pray  have  direc- 
tions given  to  crafts-men  accordingly. 

Nothing  material  has  happen'd  since  I  last  wrote  you  only,  that  Mr. 
Tarleton  got  severely  handled  the  other  day  in  Gloster  by  the  Duke  de 
Lozen  &  the  Genadiers  de  Mercer — his  loss  50  &  himself  wounded. 

We  last  night  broke  the  ground  for  our  first  parrillel  line — our  loss  is 
few,  not  more  than  three  or  four  since  I  last  wrote  you — Is  it  possible  to 
procure  a  few  quires  of  paper?  I  am  much  in  want  of  Arms  for  the 
militia — If  there  are  any  behind  toward  Fauquier  Co.  Ho:,  I  can  hear 
nothing  of  them :  flints  are  much  wanted  also — I  have  wrote  to  Capt : 
Bohannan  for  these  things,  but  pray  urge  the  sending  them  with  the 
greatest  Expedition — This  day  I  am  determined  to  have  some  Armorers 
&  and  Set  them  to  work. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir,  Tours  Sincerely." 

P.  S.  No  tools  or  Travelling  Forge  yet. 


CoL:  Thos:  Newton  Jnr  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  6th 

Excusing  his  apparent  neglect,  but  has  been  too  ill  to  attend  to  his    Surry  Co. 
Orders  or  reply  to  his  letters — Has  employed  an  active  gentleman  to 
remove  the  cannon,  but  apprehends  great  difiiculty  for  want  of  the 
proper  apparatus — But  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  work. 


Capt:  A.  Bohannan  to  .  October  6th 

Dwells  upon  the  difiSculties  in  sending  proper  Eeturns  of  mil:  Stores    Richmond 
issued — Asks  for  part  of  his  pay.     Eequires  two  assistants,  on  account 
of  the  "deranged  State  of  the  Military  Stores" — Clothing  much  wanted 
for  the  men  in  the  Laboratory. 


Col  :  Jno  :  Flotd  to  Gov  :  Nelson.  October  6th 

"Sir, 

As  an  officer  to  whom  the  people  of  this  County  look  for  protection,     Jefferson, 
as  far  as  the  militia  Law  puts  it  in  my  power:  I  take  the  liberty  of  men-         ^^• 
tioning  to  your  Excellency,  a  short  state  of  the  deplorable  situation 
under  which  we  at  present  Labour  on  account  of  the  Savage  war:  and 
67 
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1781.       which,  unless  we  are  enabled  by  Gover'nt  to  take  some  offensive  meatjures 

October  6th  against  them  early  next  Spring,  or  have  some  reinforcements,  will  be 

Desperate      the  inevitable  destruction  of  this  Country.     On  account  of  the  unsettled 

condition  of     ^  dispersed  situation  of  the  Inhabitants,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  send 
that  country  ^  ,  „  ^l  ....-,.     X        ,        -l    ^  ^ 

you  an  exact  Eeturn  of  the  number  of  Militia  m  this  County — but  by 

Number  of    the  last  returns  made  me  by  the  Captains,  we  had  327  including  ofaeers, 

mihtia  ^^^  J  believe  at  this  time  we  have  about  300,  and  near  one  third  of  these 

are  preparing  to  go  into  the  Interiour  parts  of  the  State,  and  many 

others  would  follow  their  Example,  but  are  unable  to  remove  By  Land 

having  lost  most  of  their  Horses  already,  by  the  Savages:  &  the  Ohio 

runs  the  wrong  way. 

Length  of  The  frontier  of  this  County  along  the  Ohio  Eiver  is  277  miles  by 

number  of '^   computation,  and  the  Inhabitants  greatly  dispersed  &  cooped  up  in  small 

people  killed  Ports  without  any  ammunition — Eighty  four  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 

*'°"  County  have  been  killed  and  captured  since  last  spring,  and  many  more 

wounded — We  are  now  so  weakened  in  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the 

County,  by  having  so  many  men  killed,  and  others  removing  to  Lincoln 

for  safety,  that  when  any  murders  is  done,  we  cannot  pursue  the  Enemy 

without  leaving  the  little  Garrisons  quite  defenceless. 

Widows  and      The  most  distressed  widows  &  orphans  perhaps  in  the  World  make  up 

Orphans         ^  great  part  of  our  Inhabitants. 

I  expect  I  need  not  mention  to  you  that  the  Eegular  Troops  who  have 
hitherto  kept  this  County  from  destruction  must  mostly  be  discharged 
this  Fall  &  Winter,  having  served  out  the  time  for  which  they  were 
Policy  of  de- engaged — A  great  deal  more  might  be  said,  concerning  the  dangerous 
Oountfv*ad-  situation  of  these  Countries,  but  I  have  not  been  informed  whether  Gov- 
vocated,  &c.  ernment  think  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  advantage  of  the  Com- 
munity at  large,  to  defend  this  County  at  so  considerable  an  expence  as 
must  be  incurred  thereby :  and  I  beg  leave  therefore  to  offer  your  Excel- 
lency one  or  two  reasons,  why  it  may  be  of  advantage  to  defend  the 
Kentucky  Country.  It  is  now  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  attention  of  at 
least  6000  Savage  Warriors  is  fixed  on  this  spot,  and  who  will  not  dis- 
turb any  other  part  of  the  Continent  as  long  as  we  maintain  our 
Ground — But  on  the  contrary,  as  soon  as  this  Country  is  laid  waste, 
they  will  immediately  fall  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington,  Mont- 
gomery, Greenbrier  &c,  in  short  from  South  Carolina  to  Pennsylvania— 
I  believe  all  the  Counties  on  the  west  side  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  were  kept 
for  many  years,  penned  up  in  Ports  by  the  Shawaneese,  Mingoes,  Dela- 
wares  &  a  few  of  their  Adherents;  if  so  what  will  be  the  consequence 
when  at  least  fifteen  powerful  nations  are  united  and  combined  with 
those  above  mentioned,  against  about  twelve  hundred  militia,  dispersed 
over  three  very  extensive  Counties.  Those  nations  have  absolutely  been 
hitherto  kept  off  your  back  Settlements  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tucky—Two or  three  thousand  men  in  this  Country  would  be  sufficient 
to  defend  it,  and  effectually  secure  the  back  Settlements  on  New  Eiver 
&  its  waters,  as  well  as  tbose  high  up  James  Eiver  &  Eoan  Oke,  but  if 
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this  Country  must  brake  up,  perhaps  twice  that  number  will  hardly  be  1781. 
sufficient  to  secure  so  long  &  extensive  a  frontier — Other  advantages  October  6th 
might  arise  from  carrying  an  Bxpedilion  over  the  Ohio,  besides  securing 
the  friendship  of  many  Tribes  of  Indians  who  are  as  yet  kept  in  sus- 
pence,  and  even  some  of  those  who  have  already  taken  up  the  Toma- 
hawk against  us,  are  still  wavering :  but  this  will  not  be  the  case  another 
season. 

My  own  knowledge  of  the  danger  which  this  Country  is  &  will  next 
Spring,  be  exposed  to,  has  induced  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  addressing 
your  Excellency  on  that  subject,  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  ob't 
and  very  h'ble  Serv't." 


Col:  James  Hendricks  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies.  October  8th 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  25th  ult :  and  have  in  consequence  thereof  Alexandria 
wrote  to  the  County  Lieutenants  around  me  to  send  their  cloathing,  but 
none  hath  yet  come. to  hand.     I  sincerely  wish  half  a  dozen  at  least  of 
the  different  Kinds  of  Officers  who  neglect  their  duty  was  Hang'd,  after 
which  the  remainder  no  doubt  wou'd  do  better. 

I  am  constantly  writing  and  sending  expresses  to  the  Commissioners 
and  others  of  influence  to  send  me  down  Provisions,  all  without  effect — 
all  that  I  can  do  is  to  assist  with  craft  to  get  Flour  from  Geo:  Town, 
where  there  is  a  good  deal  collected. 

I  am  told  the  Executive  hath  thoughts  of  supplying  the  French  Fleet 
&  troops  with  provisions.  I  wish  it  cou'd  be  aeeomplish'd  in  a  proper 
manner,  if  they  can  get  the  Hard  money  to  purchase  a  few  Thousand 
Barrels  of  Flour  &  Head  of  Beeves  to  begin  with  untill  these  things  can 
be  collected  by  Taxation,  it  will  do.  on  the  contrary  if  dependance  is 
placed  on  Seizing  and  collecting,  by  Taxation  it  will  not  do.  I  can  say 
without  vanity,  that  I  know  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  in  the 
Northern  Neck,*  as  well  as  any  man  in  it,  and  from  my  acquaintance 
with  every  mill,  know  the  quantity  of  flour  that  is  now  in  it,  better  than 
any  other  person. 

God  grant  wise  measures  may  be  pursued — my  dear  friend  use  your 
influence  to  abolish  this  infernal  Seizing  Scheme,  it  serves  no  other 
purpose  than  to  sour  the  minds  of  the  People  and  discourage  industry, 
which  it  hath  already  done  in  an  eminent  degree.  I  know  all  methods 
ought  to  be  made  use  of  in  the  present  emergency,  but  we  ought  to  look 
forward,  the  present  Assembly  hath  it  now  in  their  Power  to  forever 
ruin  us,  or  raise  us  up  respectable  again  amongst  our  neighbors — repeal 

*The  Northern  Neck  at  this  date  embraced  the  Counties  of  Fairfax,  P.  William, 
Stafford,  &c.,  to  the  foot  of  the  Mountains,  instead  of  the  small  peninsula  between 
the  Potomac  and  the  Kappahannock,  now  known  by  this  name. 
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1781.       all  Tender  laws— Open  our  Ports— Call  on  the  People  for  Heavy  Taxes 
October  8th  in  real  Specie  or  the  actual  exchange  in  Current  money,  and  call  for 
such  Quantities  of  Specific  Supplies  as  are  wanting,  and  guard  against 
their  being  wasted  in  the  shameful  manner  they  have  been." 

***** 
"If  the  Executive  propose  purchasing  for  the  Erench,  it  must  be  done 
instantly— I  have  reason  to  think  if  I.  had  the  hard  cash  I  cou'd  give 
from  the  Counties  above  me,  from  one  to  Two  Hundred  Barrels  pr:  day." 

With  much  esteem 

I  am  D'r  Sir 

Your  ob't  h'bl  Servant. 


October  8th       Thos:  M.  Kean  Pres :  of  Congress,  informs  Gov:  Nelson,  that  Brig: 

Philadelphia  Gen'l  Irwine  will  set  out  the  day  following  to  take  command  at  Port 

Pitt,  and  may  require  the  aid  of  the  Militia  in  the  vicinity  of  that  Post. 

He  therefore  encloses  the  Instructions  given  to  that  officer,  with  the 

hope  that  every  support  may  be  given  him,  in  case  of  necessity. 


October  8th  CoL :  J.  Stme  TO  . 

"  Dear  Sir, 

Eookey  Mills  Being  oblig'd  up  here  from  Eichmond,  I  sent  your  Ltre :  to 

the  officer  Com'anding  Cavalry  at  New  Castle,  the  next  Day.  I  Had 
a  verbal  an'r  that  Capt:  Eandolph  would  write  you,  and  that  He  was 
not  plundering  me  of  all.  I  know  not  what  he  means  by  the  word 
Plunder,  or,  whence  it  came,  but  of  Taking  my  best  Pastures,  part  of 
the  small  qnt :  of  Forage  left  me  by  the  Marquis'  Army  &c  &c  &c'ra.  I 
know  not  what  is  Damaging  me,  or  indeed  prejudicing  me  In  the  most 
sensible  manner — I  am  just  now  told  they  are  taking  the  Troughs  out 
of  my  Stables — I  shall  go  down  there- &  wish  to  hear  from  you  at  that 
place  in  a  Day  or  Two — Colo.  Christian  will  not  wait. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  In  haste 

Your  mo:  Obed:  Serv't." 


October  8th  Gov:  Nelson  to  D.  Jameson  Lt:  Governor. 

"Sir, 

Camp  before  For  some  days  after  my  last  to  you,  our  Troops  were  employed  in 

making  such  things  as  are  previously  necessary  to  the  opening  of 
Trenches.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th,  we  broke  Ground  at  the  Distance 
of  600  yards  from  the  Enemy's  works  generally,  though  in  some  Places 
rather  nearer.  The  night  was  favourable,  and  the  men  had  so  far  covered 
themselves,  before  the  Enemy  discovered  what  they  were  about,  that 
although  a   heavy  firing  began  about  nine-o-clock,  &  continued   with 
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little  Intermission  till  the  morning,  scarcely  any  Loss  was  sustained.  1781. 
The  Fire  was  chiefly  directed  to  the  left  where  the  French  Troops  were  October  8th 
at  work.  Some  Batteries,  I  expect  will  be  opened  to  morrow.  In 
Gloucester,  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  with  the  Horse  of  his  Legion  &  some 
Militia  .Grenadiers,  repulsed  Tarleton  at  the  Head  of  600  men — Tarleton 
was  dismounted  &  wounded,  the  commanding  officer  of  his  Infantry 
killed,  and  at  least  30  of  his  men  killed  &  wounded.  The  Duke's  Loss 
in  killed  &  wounded  was  about  twelve. 

If  Mr.  Pierce  has  not  set  off  for  Camp  before  this  reaches  you,  urge 
him  to  hasten  down,  as  there  is  much  confusion  in  his  Department 

I  am  &c— ." 


Thos  :  Anderson  to  Col  :  Davies,  by  Mr.  Christ :  Hudson  of  Albemarle  October  8th 
Co.,  who  waits  on  him  to  recover,  by  an  order,  a  fine  "  full  Blood " 
Colt,  three  years  old,  lately  impressed  by  "  Capt :  Thornton  of  the  3d 
V.  R.  L.  Draggoons,"  and  which  can  hardly  be  expected  to  do  much 
service  at  such  an  age. 

Adds  "I  can  assure  you  on  my  Honour  that  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  true  Buckingham 
friend  to  our  cause  and  has  on  all  occasions  acted  very  spiritedly, 
especially  in  turning  out  as  a  Volunteer,  which  he  has  done  several 
times  &  served  full  tour  of  Duty,  finding  his  own  Horse  &  bearing  his 
Expenses  without  fee  or  Reward  &  has  not  made  any  charge  to  the 
State,  &  more  particularly  when  the  Enemy  were  plundering  up  James 
River,  he  was  of  the  utmost  Service  to  the  Quarter  Master  in  saving  his 
stores,  as  he  was  for  several  days  riding  &  Reconnoit'g  the  Enemies 
Lines,  while  they  were  at  Capt :  Ware's  Mill,  and  setting  forth  a  nora- 
tion  among  the  Inhabitants  that  1200  Riflemen  were  on  their  march 
down  &  were  to  be  at  the  Glebe  in  Albemarle  that  night  (where  Capt: 
Russel's  stores  were) — I  say  I  am  well  convinced  this  was  the  Reason 
why  they  did  not  go  up  to  the  Glebe  &  destroy  the  stores  there,  for 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  it,  &  that  very  night  they  heard  of  this 
news  &  moved  off  the  next  day.  I  don't  doubt  Sir,  but  you  will  think 
it  hard  to  deprive  such  men  as  these  of  the  Benefit  of  serving  us"  &c. 
*  *  *  * 

■     I  am  with  very  great  respect 
Yr:  oh.  Serv't." 


James  Madison  Jnr:  and  Edmtjnd  Randolph,  Delegates  to   Gov:  October  9th 

Nelson. 
"Sir, 

When  your  Excellency  assented  to  a  weekly  correspondence  with  Philadelphia 
us,  we  flattered  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  gratify 
those  enquirers  after  Southern  intelligence,  to  whom  our  situation  would 
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1781.  incline  us  to  be  communicative.  We  undergo  a  sensible  mortification 
October  9th  in  being  left  dependant  on  uncertain  reports  for  information  of  General 
Washington's  progress.  This  mortification  proceeds  not  from  a  wish  to 
soothe  our  private  curiosity,  but  from  a  conviction  that  the  objects  of 
our  mission  will  be  better  answered:  and  injurious  reports  counteracted 
with  effect,  by  the  possession  of  authentic  accounts.  We  therefore 
intreat  your  Excellency  to  give  us  a  weekly  intimation  of  military 
affairs  in  Virginia,  altho'  they  should  remain  as  they  were  at  the  date 
of  the  next  preceding  letter:  assuring  you  that  we  shall  continue  to  be 
punctual  on  our  part. 

The  decided  measures  which  Holland  has  taken  against  Great  Britain, 
drew  from  Mr.  Adams  the  inclosed  memorial.*  There  does  not  seem 
however,  any  ground  to  believe  that  his  success  will  be  immediate. 

It  is  impossible  to  expect  that  France,  engaged  as  she  is  in  expense, 
should  maintain  the  American  War  out  of  her  own  treasury.  Her 
advances  for  America  have  been  generous,  but  not  sufficient  to  overcome 
the  necessity  of  the  exertions  of  the  different  States.  Every  State  has 
the  same  plea  with  Virginia,  of  being  a  creditor,of  the  United  States. 
Our  hope  therefore  is,  that  whilst  Virginia  labours  to  furnish  raw  sup- 
plies, she  will  not  forget  the  importance  of  fowarding  to  us  as  accurate 
an  account  as  possible,  of  her  disbursements  for  the  Union. 

The  report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  appointed  to  consider  the 
cessions  of  western  territory  made  by  Virginia,  New  York  and  Connec- 
ticut, has  been  brought  Into  discussion  at  our  instance.  It  declared  in 
general  terms,  the  inadmissibility  of  those  cessions  upon  the  conditions 
specified,  fixed  a  day  for  ascertaining  the  boundaries,  beyond  which 
Congress  would  not  guarantee,  and  concluded  with  a  recommendation 
to  lay  out  separate  States  in  the  ceded  lands.  After  some  debate  it  was 
recommitted.  The  Advocates  for  recommitment  acted  upon  diffei-ent 
motives:  some  intending  thereby  to  open  a  door  for  a  full  and  minute 
question  of  the  territorial  rights  of  these  three  states:  whilst  others, 
among  whom  we  were,  proposed  that  the  subject  should  be  handled 
merely  upon  the  basis  of  several  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  with 
the  express  view  of  stifling  all  enquiries  of  right. 

We  have  attended  the  Committee  for  the  great  part  of  the  three  last 
days,  which  have  been  occupied  by  New  York  in  the  developement  of 
her  title.  Her  delegates  will  probably  finish  their  pretensions  to  day. 
Connecticut  will  be  concise.  We  shall  deliver  to  the  Committee  written 
reasons  for  declining  to  enter  into  discussions  of  right.  Your  excellency 
need  not  apprehend  that  we  shall  weaken  our  title  by  the  discovery  of 
any  ill-founded  distrusts,  or  expose  our  candor  to  suspicion.  We  fore- 
warned the  Delegates  of  New  York  and  Connecticut  of  our  scruples  as 
to  our  authority  to  submit  to  an  investigation  of  the  right,  and  the 
Committee  were  reminded  that  their  present  procedure  violated  the 
assurances  of  Congress,  contained  in  the  resolutions  abovementioned. 

~  *Not  found.  " 
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By  the  next  post,  we  shall  transmit  a  farther  history  of  this  transac-       1781. 
tion,  together  with  a  copy  of  our  reasons.  October  9tli 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  excellency's  mo :  ob :  Serv'ts." 


Col  :  Wm.  Da  vies  to  Gov :  Nelson,  enclosing  return  of  horses  received  October  9th 
by  Major:  Claiborn  since  the  arrival  of  the  Fleet. 

Eeminds  him  of  the  Commissions  to  be  signed,  and  begs  him  to  enclose   War  OfSce 
to  him  as  many  as  possible,  there  being  several  recommendations  from 
the  Courts — Will  be  happy  to  have  his  Instructions,  as  there  is  no 
Council  to  direct  him. 


M.  DE  St.  John  to .  (French) — expressing  at  length  his  gratitude  October  9th 

for  the  readiness  with  which  his  efforts  to  establish  a  Hospital  for  the 
French  troops  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  particularly  the  kind  offices 
rendered  by  Mr.  Eoy  and  Capt :  King. 

The  latter  had  been  recommended  by  Genl :  Washington,  and  a  better    Hampton 
selection  could  not  have  been  made — Both  of  these  gentlemen  have  been 
particularly  kind,  and  Capt :  King  had  pressed  him  to  take  a  bed  at  his 
house  and  a  place  at  his  table,  in  the  midst  ©f  the  numerous  inconve- 
niences incident  to  his  arriving  in  a  strange  Country,  &o. 


Col:  H.  B.  Ltjtterlow  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  9th 

"Sir, 

I  took  the  liberty  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  to  state  the  case  of  Camp 
our  wasting  some  corn  fields.  Hitherto  the  Forage  masters  of  the  Dif- 
ferent Brigades  have  collected  fodder  from  the  different  farmers  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Camp.  And  upon  the  same  footing  I  had  engaged  a 
field  of  corn,  with  the  consent  of  our  overseer  belonging  to  one  Maj : 
Southall,  when  this  morning,  my  Teams  were  drove  of  by  the  said  Mr. 
Southall,  telling  the  Conductor  that  he  had  an  order  from  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  field  should  belong  to  the  French  alone.  And  that  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  to  fix  all  the  fields  for  our  and  the  French 
Army.  If  this  is  the  case,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  Commissioners, 
and  that  our  fields  when  allotted  to  me,  as  our  horses  are  in  a  Starving 
condition  for  want  of  Fodder  &  Corn.  The  small  Old  Corn  I  brought 
on  with  our  Teams  is  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Eiding  horses,  and  I  must 
get  a  supply  for  the  wagon  horses  every  day*"  *  *  * 

have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excel'ys  most  ob't  Serv'nt." 
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1781.  Saml:  Lyle  enclosing  to  Col:  Davies  report  of  the  Specific  Tax  for  two 

October  9th  years  past — Since  first  of  Oct : — he  has  sent  upwards  of  Bight  Thousand 
Rockbridge  pounds  of  Flour  to  Eichmond  &  has  little  now  on  hand. 


October  10th  James  Hayes,  to  Hon  :  David  Jameson,  informing  him  he  has  sent  by 
some  wagons  on  their  way  to  Eichmond,  copies  of  "the  Laws  and 
Journals  of  the  last  Session. 

Charlottes-:         "  "With  the  greatest  difficulty  "  he  has  obtained  a  "  copy  of  the  Articles 
^'  ®  of  War,"  also  sent. 

October  10th      Wm.  Hay,  Asst:  Com:  Agent  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  contracted 
Eichmond    with  Mr.  Boiseau  for  two  thousand  canteens,  and  requesting  the  exemp- 
tion for  his  three  workmen. 


October  10th  Charles  "Womack  TO  Mb.  ARCHIBALD  Blair,  enclosing  a   list  of  the 
negro  slaves,  belonging  at  the  Public  Tannery  and  Eopewalk. 

Those  with  the  British,  are  as  follows — 


Warwick 


"Names. 

London 

Jack  Knight 

Cato 

Will 

Jacob. 

Jack  Ambrose 

Adam 

Yorke 

Jack 

Charles 

Davie 

Daniel 

Daniel 

Jos:  Mitchel 

Bppee 


24 

32 

25. 

35. 

22. 

30. 

20 

21 

20 

30 

24. 
30. 
18 
30. 


Description. 
Well  made,  round  face  and  yellow  complexion. 
.Lusty,  Eound  Shoulders  &  Dark" 
Slim  &  Brown  Complexion 
Black,  Tall  and  very  Talkative. 
Stout,  well  made  &  Bow  Legged 
Black,  well  made  &  pitted  with  S.  Pox — 
Short  &  Thick— a  little  Deaf- 
Black,  short,  &  pitted  w'th  Small  Pox — 
Yallow  &  slim  made — 

Yallow — very  insinuating — Prop:  of  C.  Thomas 
Yallow,  bushy  hair  &  well  made — 
Black,  bow-legged  &  very  peart. 
Yallow,  Surly  Look  &  a  shoe-maker. 
Dark  &  slim  made — 
Black — a  little  bow-legged — " 


"The  whole  has  had  the  Small  Pox  in  May  1778. 


Now  at  the  Public  Tannery  at  Warwick,  belonging  to  the  State— 
Eoger  28        Short,  slim  made  and  Black- 

Middle  sized  &  yallow — 
Black  &  well  made — 
Stout — well  made  &  black. 
Yallow  &  slim 

Black— much  troubled    sores,    ever  since  he 
was  Bnoculated  in  May  1778." 


Jack  Portsmouth  35 
Ambrose  30 

Bmanuel  26 

Charles  20 

Tom  30 
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Peter  Hog  to  Gov:  E'elson.  1781. 

"Sir,  October  10th 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  by  Mr.  Woodrow,  in  answer  to  mine,  Eockingham 
inclosing  Claypoles  petition,  which  I  shuld  not  have  addressed  to  the 
hon'ble  Board,  had  I  not  been  informed  by  report,  that  the  Assembly  by 
a  special  act  for  the  purpose,  had  empowered  the  Executive  to  pardon 
such  of  the  Insurgents  as  they  should  judge  proper  objects  of  clemency: 
this  seemed  in  some  measure  confirmed  by  your  Excellencies  Letter  to 
the  County  Lieutenant  of  hampshire,  for  I  am  perswaded  that  the 
Assembly  would  have  extended  their  Lenity  to  the  petitioners  as  the 
most  deserving,  from  their  ready  submission  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country; 
and  had  it  come  in  contemplation,  would  no  doubt  have  pointe.d  out  a 
mode  which  would  have  enabled  your  Excellency  &  the  hon'ble  Board 
to  supercede  the  judiciary  proceedings  without  any  Embarrassment. 
And  as  I  confide  in  your  Excellencies  Intentions  of  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Assembly,  I  make  no  doubt  of  their  ready  concurrence  with  the 
mercifuU  disposition  of  the  Executive  towards  those  deluded  people: 
which  with  the  success,  we  may  in  all  humane  probability,  promise  to 
our  Arms,  at  this  juncture,  may  have  a  happy  Tendency  to  conciliate  the 
inimical,  and  confirm  the  wavering. 

The  alarming  Depreciation  of  the  paper  Emissions  which  at  present 
threatens  Distress  to  Individuals,  and  ruin  to  our  cause,  induces  me  to 
mention  the  subject  to  your  Excellency,  and  tho'  I  am  sensible  that  it 
is  the  peculiar  prerogative  of  the  house  of  Delegates  to  regulate  this 
important  Branch  of  Legislation,  yet,  Sir,  your  Influence  as  an  Indi- 
vidual of  Fortune,  and  your  rank  as  first  Magistrate  of  the  State,  adds 
weight  to  any  matter  which  you  may  recommend,  and  will  be  better 
received  than  if  it  came  from  a  private  person. 

It  is  too  obvious  that  no  mode  can  be  projected  for  raising  the  Value 
of  our  paper  Currency  on  publick  Faith,  or  publick  Credite,  which  are 
both  lost,  from  the  calamitous  Emergencies  of  our  Affairs ;  and  it  is  to 
be  doubted  if  we  have  Men  of  Fortune  and  patriotism  sufficient,  to 
risque  their  private  Estates  to  retrieve  them,  tho'  this  has  been  done  by 
the  Gentlemen  of  oui-  Sister  State  of  Maryland,  nor  could  it,  if  effected 
here,  would  it  answer  the  desirable  end  of  retaining  the  smal  proportion 
of  Gold  &  Silver  Coin,  that  is  still  in  the  State:  for  nothing  less  than  a 
general  medium  of  equal  Credite  and  Currency  thro'  all  the  united 
States,  can  possibly  answer  this  purpose.  And  therefore,  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  the  plan  of  the  national  Bank,  approved,  as  it  is  said,  by 
Congress,  was  to  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  every  State,  for  it 
is  plain  that  a  currency  confined  to  the  State,  must  eternally  depreciate, 
since  every  person  travelling  or  trading  to  the  JSTorthward,  must  give 
whatever  Exchange  the  holders  of  Specie  are  pleased  to  demand  for 
their  coin,  as  that  alone  can  answer  the  purposes  of  paying  the  Expenses 
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1781.  of  the  Journey  or  making  purchases;  and  from  the  Invasion  of  the 
October  10th  Enemy,  the  most  necessary  articles  of  Salt  &  sugar,  with  all  the 
other  conveniences  of  Life,  come  at  present  from  that  Quarter. 
And,  what  is  to  be  lamented,  must  continue  in  that  channel  for  some 
time,  as  the  few  Vessels  belonging  to  this  State  uncaptured,  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  import  the  Supplies  requisite  for  the  Consumption  of  the  State. 
This,  I  think,  is  evidently  proved  by  the  rapid  Depreciation  of  our  States 
Emission,  since  the  Bills  of  Congress  that  served  as  a  genl.  medium, 
have  been  called  in  to  the  northward.  I  would  submit  to  the  Legisla- 
ture as  a  certain  means  of  acquiring  Specie,  an  Act  to  tolerate,  or 
encourage  by  every  method  their  wisdom  may  point  out,  the  Exporta- 
tion of  provisions,  particularly  flour  &  Bread,  to  the  ports  of  our  Allies 
in  the  West  Indies;  as,  from  the  extraordinary  Crops  in  this  Country, 
as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring  States,  we  can  support  our  Army,  and 
abundantly  supply  the  Fleet  &  Army  of  our  Allies,  in  whatever  Quarter 
of  America,  or  the  West  Indies  they  may  carry  on  their  Operations.  I 
am  sensible  that  supporting  our  Army  in  this  State,  with  the  article  of 
flour,  has  been  attended  with  some  difficulty,  but  this  has  been  owing  to 
circumstances,  rather  than  any  scarcity;  such  as  the  large  proportion  of 
our  militia  called  into  service,  which  lessen'd  the  number  of  Labourers; 
the  Destruction  made  by  the  Enemy  of  our  merchant  mills  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  Country,  with  the  flour  &  Grain  that  was  on  hand ;  and  the 
particular  Time  between  the  old  &  new  crops,  which  is  commonly 
attended  with  a  scarcity  of  flour,  together  with  the  remarkable  dry 
season,  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  difficulty.  And  to  remove  the 
obstacle  arising  from  the  Danger  of  Captives,  I  apprehend,  that  if  any 
Gentleman,  or  set  of  Gentlemen  in  Trade  would  engage  in  this  usefull 
branch  of  commerce,  &  contract  with  the  Agents  of  our  Allies,  they 
could  procure  at  stated  Times,  a  sufficient  Escorte  from  their  Fleet,  both 
for  the  outward  &  inward  bound,  and  if  the  Executive  were  to  use 
their  Influence  with  the  french  Admiral,  this  favour  would  be  readily 
granted.  I  profess  to  know  nothing  of  financing,  but  only  mean  to 
point  out  what  appears  to  me  feazible  &  practicable,  which  I  submit  to 
those  whose  province  it  is  to  carry  it  into  Execution,  but  this  much,  I 
beg  leave  to  observe,  Since  our  paper  Emissions  has  depreciated  from 
600  to  1000  for  one,  that  it  would  be  requisite  for  the  Legislature  to 
regulate  the  Taxation  accordingly,  and  instead  of  receiving  the  Bills  at 
the  rate  of  40  for  one  in  Specie,  to  order  them  to  be  reeeiv'd  at  the  aver- 
age rate  of  the  present  Depreciation,  this,  in  my  opinion,  bids  fairest 
for  Keeping  the  present  value  of  it,  or  at  least  to  prevent  a  total  stag- 
nation as  it  has  already  stagnated  in  every  County  between  this  & 
potowmack,  and  even  in  many  parts  of  all  the  Counties  on  this  side  of 
the  blue  ridge;  but  if  Taxation  was  increased  in  proportion  to  Depre- 
ciation, those  who  now  regard  it  entirely  useless,  which  it  really  is  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  on  this  side  of  the  mountain,  would  be  glad 
to  receive  it  for  what  articles  they  had  to  sell,  to  enable  them  to  pay 


CALENDAR  OF  STATE  PAPERS.  539 


their  taxes.  It  may  be  objected,  this  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  1781. 
words  on  the  face  of  the  Bill,  but  for  heaven's  sake,  let  us  no  longer  be  October  10th 
Slaves  to  sound,  and  rather  listen  to  Sense  &  the  voice  of  Reason, 
besides  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  is  not  a  greater  Inconsistency,  than 
the  Law,  which  enacts  that  the  paper  Bills  shall  be  a  legal  Tender  for 
the  same  Denomination  of  money  due  in  Specie  7  years  agoe,  tho'  the 
face  of  the  bill  says  the  holder  shall  only  receive  a  fortieth  part  of  the 
Denomination  ten  years  hence,  but  whatever  Inconsistencies  the  Exi- 
gency of  our  aifairs  may  have  occasioned  our  Legislatures  to  commit 
hitherto,  it  certainly  can  be  no  reason  for  pursuing  the  same  Tract  or 
persisting  in  a  similar  Conduct,  when  the  Situation  of  Affairs  will  admit, 
nay  calls  for  an  alteration.  And  surely  if  I  can  sell  any  Article  of  the 
Value  of  20  shillgs.  in  Specie  for  £5  or  £600  in  paper  Bills,  I  pay  no 
more,  nor  am  I  heavier  taxed,  when  I  paj"^  £600  of  the  paper  Emissions, 
than  if  I  was  to  pay  20  Shillings  in  Specie.  Tho'  in  private  Dealings  &  in 
every  other  respect,  I  would  recommend  it  to  leave  the  Value  of  our 
paper  money  at  large,  &  of  course  to  repeal  the  Tender  law. 

If  your  patience  can  bear  to  give  a  reading  to  this  long  Epistle  I  hope 
your  candour  will  regard  it  as  intended  for  an  Information  of  the  State 
of  the  Currency  on  the  frontiers  &  a  Sensibility  of  the  ruinous  mischief 
that  allready  has,  &  must  inevitably  attend  the  further  Depreciation  of 
it.     I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  real  Esteem  &  the  greatest  respect. 

Tour  Excellencies  ..        ' 

most  obedient  &  hum:  Servt." 


CoL :  "Wm.  Davies  to  Gov.  Nelson.  October  10th 

"Sir, 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  favour  of  the  8th.  I  wrote  as  War  Office 
long  ago  as  the  29th  of  last  month  for  the  coats,  without  buttons  or 
hooks  and  eyes,  as  the  troops,  from  the  coolness  of  the  weather,  1  was 
sensible,  wanted  them.  The  difSculty  of  transportation  I  suppose  has 
prevented  their  arrival  as  yet,  tho'  I  hourly  expect  them.  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  this  morning  to  get  buttons  for  all  the  coats  we  have, 
or  shall  have — I  intended  to  have  set  off  to  Camp  this  week,  but  the 
back  militia  have  stole  my  horses,  as  well  as  those  of  every  body  else 
they  can  lay  their  hands  on — The  mischief  those  fellows  have  done, 
under  pretence  of  rescuing  horses  from  the  enemy  is  really  alarming  to 
the  country,  and  their  return  from  Camp  has  more  the  appearance  of 
an  incursion  of  the  enemy  for  ,plunder — I  hope  the  town  will  soon  be 
in  your  possession,  as  I  presume  they  begin  to  feel  by  this  time  the 
efficacy  of  our  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  ob't  Serv'nt," 
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1781.  Wm.  Eose  K.  p.  J*  TO  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

October  lOth  "  Sir,  ^ 

On  a  motion  made  yesterday  for  a  writ  of  Habeas,  directed  to  me 
to  have  the  Bodies  of  Geo:  Gibson,  Wm.  Ball,  Stephen  Taylor,  &  Sacher 
Kellum,  the  4  Eastern  Shore  men  before  the  Judges  of  the  Genl:  Court 
this  morning,  on  which  I  am  to  return  the  Cause  of  their  Caption  and 
Detention.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  will  assist  me,  or  these  pien  Mr. 
Baker  will  certainly  set  at  large.  I  shall  acquaint  the  Court  with  their 
crimes  previous  to  their  setting:  but  doubt  whether  that  will  be  effectual. 

I  am,  respectfully  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Serv'nt." 


York  Town 


October  10th         CoLo:  Chas.  Dabnet  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Davies — p.  Sergt.  Crump. 

"Dear  Colo: 
Camp  near  We  have  drawn  our  first  parralel  round  the  Town  of  York 

at  the  distance  of  about  five  hundred  yds : — 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  American  Battery  of  ten  Guns  was  open'd 
on  the  Town.  This  mor'ng  the  French  are  to  open  a  Battery  of 
thirty  Guns.  The  enemy  have  given  us  very  little  interruption  in  car- 
rying on  our  works.  Not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  of  our  men  has  been 
killed. 

Our  next  parralel,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  open'd  in  two  or  three 
days  from  this,  will  be  within  two  hundred  yds:  of  their  works,  then  we 
may  expect  pretty  warm  work.  '  Out  of  upwards  of  thirty  six-months 
men  that  Ensign  Boush  has  sent  on  to  join  me,  but  one  has  got  to  Camp. 
A  number  of  them  I  am  inform'd  are  stop'd  at  Eichmond,  for  different 
purposes,  and  some  are  inlisted  in  the  State  Legion.  I  have  sent  Serg't 
Crump  to  collect  them  and  bring  them  on  to  Camp — pray  let  me  hear 
when  there  is  a  probability  of  drawing  clothing  for  the  soldiers — they 
are  very  naked  and  are  get'g  sickly. 

I  am  Sir — 

Yr:  obed't  Serv't." 


October  10th      Major  Claiborne  informs  Col:  Davies  of  the  arrival  of  the  cartridge 
Richmond    boxes  from  Maryland — The  wagons  will  return  to  Alexandria. 


October  10th  WiLLIAM   CHRISTIAN    TO   GoV:    NeLSON 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Letter,  appointing  me  a  commis- 
sioner for  settling  with  the  Officers,  Commissarys  &c  in  the  Western 

*  Keeper  of  the  Public  Jail. 
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Country.    I  beg  to  be  excused  from  acting  in  that  Business,  as  it  by  no       1781. 
means  suits  me  to  go  out  in  Time.  October  10th 

Col :  Arthur  Campbell  is  to  go  to  the  Kentucky  Country  this  Pall ;  per- 
haps he  might  be  willing  to  Act  in  my  stead — He  is  capable  &  if  he  will 
undertake  it,  you  may  rely  upon  his  Integrity. 
I  am  yr:  obed.  hble  Servt." 


Maj:  Ech:  Claiborne  to  The  Honble  J.  Ambler  and  Saml:  MoDow-  October  10th 
ELL    Members    or    the    Cotincil — acknowledging    receipt    of   their 
enclosure,  covering  the  letter  of  Sept  27th  from  Gov :  Lee  of  Mary- 
land. 

"  The  wagons  and  teajus  mentioned  were  impressed  by  the  clerk  to  Eichmond 
the  assistant  Dept:  Q.  Master  at  Staunton,  and  fowarded  to  this  place 
with  Flour  for  the  Army  before  York  Town — Continues  "I  am  sorry 
that  the  Gentleman  exceeded  his  authority  by  taking  the  pro.perty  of 
another  State,  as  my  instructions'extended  no  farther  than  Virginia;  as 
did  his  Excellency  Governor  Nelson's  Warrant  in  consequence  of  which 
an  impressment  was  made  for  wagons  for  the  continent.  I  have  given 
orders  that  the  wagons,  teams  &  Giers  shall  be  immediately  returned  to 
their  respective  owners,  and  shall  give  such  instructions  throughout  the 
department,  as  shall  prevent  everything  of  the  Kind  in  future. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you.  Gentlemen,  that  it  is  my  wish  to  have  har- 
mony, and  a  good  understanding  Kept  up  in  the  point  you  recommend, 
and  trust  that  you  will  communicate  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Lee, 
that  this,  with  every  other  matter  which  comes  before  me,  in  which  any 
subject  of  the  State  of  Maryland  may  be  interested,  shall  be  satisfacto- 
rily settled  as  far  as  I  have  it  in  my  power. 

I  think  Gentlemen,  if  ever  money  was  necessary  to  do  justice,  it  is 
particularly  so  upon  this  occasion;  as  a  discharge  without  a  compensa- 
tion for  th»  services  they  have  performed,  would  subject  the  men  to  con- 
siderable expence  in  obtaining  payment  and  leave  a  prejudice  upon  the 
minds  of  them,  and  those  who  might  be  interested  in  their  favor.  Will 
you  be  pleased  therefore  to  grant  a  Warrant  to  me  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State,  for  £27.600,  to  discharge  the  debt,  to  which  sum  their  time 
and  pay  amounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  very  great  respect 
Gentlemen 

Your  most  obet  Humble  Servt. 
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1781.  Jno:  Pierce  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

October  10th 
Kiohmond  Enclosing  a  letter*  from  Gapt:  John  Morton,  "a  Gentleman  of  char- 
acter &  veracity  in  the  County  of  Prince  Edward,"  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duct "of  Mr.  "Watkins"— concludes  "I  am  sorry  to  find  that  such  men 
as  Mr.  Watkins  should  hold  a  seat  in  our  Legislature  &  hope  some  meas- 
ures may  be  adopted  to  call  him  to  acct :  for  his  proceedings." 


October  10th  Tim:  Pickering  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Camp  Sending  Mr.  Henry  Morris  Quarter  Master  at  Wmsburg,  to  procure 

authority  to  secure  more  houses  for  hospitals,  "the  sick  are  so  increased," 
and  the  physicians  having  made  demand  for  them. 


October  10th  CoL:  Thos:  Newton  Jnr:  TO  Gov:  Nelson. 

« Sir,     . 
Surry  Co.  Tour  Exc'ys  of  the  19th  &  27th  ulto :  I  received,  &  have  paid  due 

attention  to  them.  The  Consul  receives  the  cattle  &c'a  &  distributes 
them  as  he  chooses,  tho'  I  enquired  after  the  ships  in  James  Eiver  & 
found  they  had  removed,  the  Consul  looks  on  himself  as  Agent  Vic- 
tualer  for  the  fleet  &  transacts  all  matters  relating  to  them,  as  such  I 
have  directed  the  supplies  to  be  delivered  to  him  &  to  take  his  receipt 
for  them."  ****** 

"Colo:  Godfrey  has  arrested  several  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  militia — I 
wrote  to  have  the  refugees  taken  up,  those  run  off  from  York  but  am 
afraid  they  will  be  rather  protected  by  too  many  who  remained  at 
Norfolk  &  Princess  Ann,  whilst  the  enemy  were  there  &  have  never 
been  punished  for  their  behaviour,  if  some  step  is  not  taken  to  punish 
^1  such  men  as  have  even  taken  up  arms  with  the  enemy,  the  whole  of 
that  Country  will  become  a  set  of  torys.  Many  of  them  now  are  living 
in  affluence  &  have  plenty  of  specie  at  command,  claiming  the  privilege 
of  paroles,  whilst  the  good  men  who  left  their  homes,  are  starving  for 
want  of  necessaries,  having  no  hard  money  to  buy  with,  &  the  others 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  paper  from  passing — I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  have  time  soon  to  look  into  these  matters  & 
punish  those  who  deserve  it. 

The  time  for  laying  in  Pork  &c  now  advances  fast.  Specie  wou'd 
command  large  quantities  at  a  very  low  price,  if  it  is  purchased  soon, 
but  if  let  alone  it  will  be  very  high :  the  mode  of  impressing  will  ruin 
the  country,  all  the  spirits  are  now  taken,  and  every  thing  else  dimin- 
ishes so  fast  that  I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  get  supplies  much  longer: 

*  Not  found. 
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indeed  it  is  very  hard  on  individuals  who  lie  near  the  Army,  to  bear  the  1781. 
burthen  &  have  such  prices  fixed  on  what  is  taken  from  them  as  will  October  10th 
not  purchase  one  tenth  of  the  same  commodity  from  those  who  have 
not  been  distressed  and  have  to  spare — I  am  quite  tired  out  with  com- 
plaints from  the  people  about  it,  &  have  inform'd  them  that  I  expect  the 
Assembly  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration  &  relieve.  I  pray  your 
ExeeH'y  to  use  your  influence  in  it  as  the  case  is  very  hard.  Coll :  Pat- 
rick Henry  still  persists  in  entering  the  Cape  Lands.  I  am  afraid  of 
some  deficiency  in  the  Law  to  prevent  him.  the  French  fleet  now 
waters  there  &  may  wood  if  they  choose,  we  may  have  the  same  case 
of  our  own  some  day,  but  if  it  becomes  private  property  a  heavy  charge 
will  be  made  for  those  things,  which  ought  never  to  happen,  besides 
we  have  £10.000  value  in  stone  for  the  light  house  lying  there,  which 
will  belong  to  the  taker  up  of  the  land.  I  hope  your  Exc'y  will  excuse 
me  for  troubling  you  with  matters  of  this  kind  at  this  time,  but  as  it  is 
of  such  consequence  to  keep  these  places  for  public  uses,  hope  you'l 
pardon  me.     wishing  you  health  &  success  I  am 

Yr:  Excellency's  most  ob't 
Humble  Serv't." 


Capt:  a.  Bohannan  to  Col:  Da  vies.  October  lOth 

Mr.  Kennaday  just  returned  from  Irvine's,  reports  two  wagon-loads 
of  powder  from  Staunton  had  arrived  there,  and  is  now  on  the  way  by 
water  to  Westham,  the  remainder  at  Point  of  Fork  will  be  forwarded  at 
once.  The  shells,  shot,  &  files  &c  for  the  Traveling  Forges  have  been 
sent  by  a  vessel — To  day  another  vessel  will  leave  with  small  shot,  two 
hundred  muskets  and  the  cartrid'e  boxes  from  Annapolis. 


CoL:  Jas:  Hendricks  to  Gov:  Nelson,  informing  him  he  is  loading  October  11th 
some  vessels  sent  him  by  Col:  Pickering  Q.  M.  Genl:,  with  six  hundred 
galls:  of  spirits  and  one  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  though  he  is  sorry  to 
say,  he  had  collected  most  of  these  from  the  Q.  Masters  and  Commis- 
saries of  Maryland. 

Continues  "  The  extraordinary  dry  season  hath  nearly  stop'd  all  the  Alexandria 
Mills  "  in  my  Vicinity,  tho'  I  still  think  if  the  Commissioners  wou'd  exert 
themselves  they  might  send  down  some  flour.  We  have  daily  wagons 
coming  to  Town  from  the  back  Counties  loaded  with  flour  purchas'd  by 
the  French  Agents,  which  sheTvs  that  there  is  some  of  that  article  manu- 
factur'd,  and  surely  we  ought  to  have  a  little  share.  I  hope  the  Com- 
missioners of  Counties  back  of  me,  hath  orders  to  send  their  flour  to 
this  place,  as  I  have  every  necessary  store  for  receiving,  and  whilst  our 
Army  is^  in  its  present  situation  it  can  be  ship'd  with  the  greatest 
facility." 
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1781.       Geo:  Webb  to  Gov:  Nelson,  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Rev:  Mr.  Lyon, 
October  11th      sentenced  to  five  years  imprisonment  by  the  Court  Martial  of  Acco- 
mac  Co.,  and  brought  to  this  place  by  Executive  Orders. 

Council  It  appeared  proper  to  remove  him  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  dis- 

Chamber  g^^yg^ed  at  that  time,  but  in  as  much  as  many  of  his  County  men  wish 
to  have  his  punishment  mitigated,  and  as  Col:  Cropper  recommends 
the  same,  it  may  be  best  at  present  to  put  him  on  parole,  veith  proper 
security,  "not  to  approach  within  forty  miles  of  any  British  Post,  and 
to  be  forthcoming  on  the  future  Order  of  the  Board."  Eequests  instruc- 
tions as  soon  as  practicable. 


Barracks 


October  11th  Saml:  Dyer  TO  in  regard  to  Capt:  Eussell's  "making  free  with 

the  Stores  belonging  to  the  State,  that  were  seilt  to  his  post  at  New 
Glassgow." 

Albemarle  Thinks  it  "very  extraordinary. that  fine  nuns  thread  should  be  suita- 
ble for  making  of  Bags,  especially  when  there  was  a  considerable  quantity 
of  coarse,  in  the  same  package,  that  would  have  answer'd  the  purpose, 
that  was  not  medled  with."  *  *  *  * 

"There  was  a  deficiency  in  the  Stores  of  3  lbs  Tea  &  li  lbs  of  nuns 
thread,  instead  of  liths  lbs.  tea  &  i  lb.  thread."  Expresses  desire  to 
collect  "  further  proof  respecting  the  aflfair,"  and  thinks  communication 
should  be  had  with  Capt :  Eussel,  who  lives  in  Pittsylvania  near  Pey- 
tonsburg,  through  Major  Claiborne,  that  Post  being  under  his  direction. 


October  11th      David  Eoss  to  Me.  Eobt.  Crew,  "  care  Col :  Cropper,  Accomack." 

Camp  before      He  had  written  to  him  from  Point  of  Fork,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
York 

he  has  "secured  a  convenient  passage"  on  his  destined  expedition. 


just  heard  he  had  appointed  Mr.  Custis  his  successor  until  further  orders. 
Knowing  the  great  want  of  Salt,  he  trusts  the  "most  pointed  directions" 
will  be  given  to  the  Agent  on  the  Eastern  Shore  that  no  measures  be 
left  untried  by  him  to  procure  a  plentiful  supply  there,  and  that  it  may 
also  be  gotten  from  abroad  by  himself— Continues — "The  article  of 
spirits  is  exceedingly  wanted  at  this  camp.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of 
any  having  arrived  from  the  Eastern  Shore,  in  consequence  of  the  former 
Orders  given  respecting  that  article.  I  hope  there  is  however  a  consid- 
erable quantity  collected  and  that  it  waits  only  for  a  Vessell  to  bring  it 
here— Commodore  Barron,  who  has  the  command  of  the  Vessells,  will 
send  over  one  immediately  to  bring  the  spirits.  It  is  extremely  essentiell 
to  the  publick  interest  that  there  sh'd  be  a  plentifull  supply  of  spirits, 
corn  &  oats  brought  to  this  camp  with  all  possible  expedition.    I  must 
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therefore  intreat  you  to  aid  the  Commissiouers  all  in  your  power  in  pro-       1781. 
curing  &  sending  foward  the  several  articles  above  mentioned.  October  11th 

I  have  wrote  to  Comodore  Barron  to  send  two  vessells  that  you  may 
be  fully  accommodated  with  freight  and  I  hope  they  will  return  loaded." 
*  *  *  "I  must  request  that  you  give  par- 

ticular directions,  that  all  supplies  sent  to  this  camp  during  the  seige 
shall  be  directed  to  Colo.  Eichd.  Morris  or  some  other  State  Agent — 
this  precaution  is  necessary,  that  the  State  may,  on  the  delivery  of  them 
to  the  French  Agents,  or  to  the  Continental  Commissarys  or  Quarter 
Masters,  get  the  proper  vouchers  "  &c. 

A  punctuality  in  correspondence  is  at  all  tjmes  very  proper  and  essen- 
tially so  at  this  time — You'll  please  to  note  the  resources  of  these  Coun- 
tys,  and  the  articles  that  can  best  be  spared. 

There  is  no  news  here  at  present — the  operations  of  the  seige  has  the 
most  promising  aspect  at  present  &  every  thing  goes  on  with  the  greatest 
harmony,  nothing  more  will  now  be  wanting,  but  a  plentifull  supply 
of  provisions  &  Forage,  which  can  easily  be  procured,  if  the  people  in 
general  will  only  exert  themselves  in  a  moderate  degree." 


M.  M.  MoNBOs  AND  LuTiL  TO  Gov :  Palmer,  calling  his  attention  to  the  October  12th 
case  of  the  "Brig  Bellows,"  Capt:  Latouche,  consigned  to  them  by 
the  Count  de  Gra6.se;  which  vessel  having  gone  ashore  upon  Smith's 
Point,  had  been  seized  and  her  cargo  of  Eum  &c  impressed  by  Col: 
Kenner  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

They  enclose  the  sworn  statement  of  Capt:  Latouche,  and  add  "We  Baltimore 
must  beg  leave  to  observe.  Col:  Kenner's  behaviour  to  him  was  not  such 
as  could  be  expected  from  friends,  from  Allies  &  we  could  almost  say 
from  civilized  people,  the  Press  Master  of  the  State  of  Virginia  might 
with  propriety  perhaps  press  the  property  of  the  Inhabitants,  but  to 
dare  to  extend  his  press  warrants  to  french  projjerty,  to  effects  intended 
for  the  purchase  of  the  needfull  refreshments  for  the  Fleet  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  now  defending  your  Liberty  &  property  is  an  act  we 
can  attribute  to  nothing  but  the  press  Master's  thoughtlessness  &  which 
we  hope  you'll  take  upon  yourself  to  rectify  &  give  for  the  future  such 
orders,  as  in  case  of  french  vessells  distress,  will  be  sooner  calculated  to 
the  alleviating  than  increasing  the  same — We  shall  expect  by  return 
of  Post  your  answer. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servants." 

69 


546  CALENDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBKS. 


1781.  George  Kelly  to  Gov:  JSTelson. 

"Sir, 
October  12th  In  consequence  of  Mr.  Newton's  Illness,  I  am  station'd  here  at  his 

Norfolk  request,  and  authorized  to  have  the  provision  law  carried  into  execu- 
tion, have  aceord'gly  appointed  Commissioners  for  that  purpose."  *  * 
"I  can  have  a  number  of  cattle  delivered  in  a  short  time  provided 
there  was  any  method  fixed  on  by  Count  De  Grasse  for  sending  for  and 
receiving  them,  it's  totally  out  of  my  power  to  procure  vessells  to 
send  them  on  board  there  being  none  here,  the  Commissioners  of  Prin- 
cess Anne  County  have  deliver'd  to  the  Chevalier  Dunmoro,  the  Consul, 
for  account  of  the  State,  one  Hundred  &  odd  cattle,  and  would  have 
deliver'd  five  or  six  hundred  more  before  now,  but  the  Chevalier  would 
not  receive  tEem.  he  has  always  led  us  to  believe  that  the  whole  trans- 
action of  supplies  must  go  Through  his  hands,  that  he  must  grant 
receipts  for  all. 

I  shall  endeavour,  as  soon  as  possible  to  go  on  board  Count  De  Grasse  in 
order  to  fix  on  some  method  for  The  delivery  and  receipt  of  cattle,  in 
the  interim,  shall  deliver  cattle  to  any  his  most  Christian  Majesty's 
Officers,  who  will  receive  and  grant  receipts  in  favor  of  the  State.  I 
can  have  a  number  deliver'd  shortly,  provided  they  would  send  their 
boats  to  Lin  Haven  inlet,  Sewell's  point  &  Crany  Island  with  persons 
authorized  to  grant  receipts.  I  have,  in  consequence  of  receipt  of  yours, 
sent  to  the  Commissioners  of  Norfolk,  Princess  Anne  &  that  part  of 
Nansemond  below  Suffolk,  to  Immediately  collect  what  cattle  the  law 
requires,  and  to  Transport  them  to  or  near  the  above  places,  into  the 
most  convenient  pastures,  and  to  give  me  notice  accordingly,  all  my 
doubts  are  they  will  not  be  taken  off  before  they  will  suffer,  as  the  pas- 
tures are  but  sorry,  no  such  thing  as  a  whale  boat  here  at  present. 
Should  any  come  here  will  send  them  up.  there  is  no  purchase  can  be 
effected  here  with  paper  currency,  there  has  been  very  pletifuU  sup- 
plies of  cattle  &  sheep  from  North  Carolina  drove  down  to  Lin  Haven 
Inlet  for  sale  in  such  plenty  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  vend  the 
whole.     I  am  Sii-, 

Your  mo:  obed:  Serv't." 


October  12th  Wm.  Hannah  to  Gov  :  Nelson,  complaining  of  his  having  been  detained 
six  weeks,  although  his  vessel  came  under  Flag  of  Truce,  from  Lieut: 
Genl:  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  a  Passport  from  Comm:  Symonds,  with 
the  negroes  of  Mr.  Wormley  and  other  Gentlemen:  that  the  negroes 
had  been  delivered  to  their  owners,  and  that  he  has  not  violated  the 
rules  of  Flags. 

Urbanna  His  "vessel  is  almost  ruined  by  the  worm"  and  his  expenses  very 
great— Is  persuaded  he  is  detained  under  the  supposition  he  came  from 
New  York,  whereas  it  was  from  "Little  York  "—Begs  therefore  that 
orders  be  issued  allowing  him  to  depart. 
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M.  DE  KiRwAN,  A  French  Citizeh,  to  the  ExEcrTiVE.  1781. 

October  12th 
Stating  he  has  been  called  upon  to  pay  taxes,  altho'  a  mere  sojourner   Alexandria 
in  the  Country,  passing  from  place  to  place,  and  protesting  against  such 
a  demand. 


Duke  de  Choisy  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  I3th 

"Sir, 

I  received  about  80  horses  without  any  harness  even  without  hal-  Camp  before 
ters,  so  that  very  few  of  them  can  be  employed;  I  remitted  them  to  the 
guard  of  the  Americain  Wagon  master.  I  beseech  you  to  consider  that 
I  have  not  a  single  Wagon  to  the  transport  of  the  baggage  of  the 
Infantry,  hospital  and  subsistances.  if  it  is  possible  to  you  to  supply 
me  with  6  wagons  furnished  with  harness  and  carters,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  the  transport  of  the  corps  under  ray  command.  And  I  shall  be 
very  doutfuU  for  this  supply  without  which  in  the  case  of  a  Suden  march 
the  baggage  of  my  corps  shall  stay  on  the  spot. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect 

Your  pbedt  and  very  humble  Servant." 


Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Davis,  informing  him,  he  has  sent  down  October  13th 
to  Capt:  Fowler  "660  Eegimental  Coats,  611  cloth  vests,  144-Breeche8, 
331  linneu  overalls  &  21  Plain  cloth  coats,  which  will  answer  for  wait- 
ers or  waggoners." 

Hopes  the  coats  and  vests  may  have  buttons  put  on  them  before  they  Albemarle 
are  sent  to  camp — Has  500  pair  shoes  on  hand,  and  will  have  350  shirts 
ready  soon.  "The  Taylors  set  to  work  on  Genl:  Spotswood's  Stable 
Jacketts"  and  200  will  be  ready  in  two  weeks — Is  out  of  linnen  which 
puts  a  stop  to  shirt  making — Which  will  be  a  pity  "  as  he  has  just  got- 
ten the  women  "  cleverly  at  work."  *  =K  *  * 


Barracks 


Col:  Thos:  Newton  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  I3th 

Mr.  Kelly  will  pay  due  attention  to  Orders  in  his  absence — He  is    Surry  Co. 
about  to  proceed  down  in  person  and  will  use  every  effort  to  supply,  "the 
Count  &  other  oflftcers  amply  with  all  necessaries."     Hopes  to  hear  ere 
long  that  "you  have  amused  the  Enemy  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oblige 
them  to  submit  at  discretion." 


David  Eoss  enclosing  to  Col:  Cropper  in  Aceomae,  certain  instructions  October  13th 
for  Mr.  Eobt  Crew,  in  regard  to  collecting  spirits,  forage  &c — Com :  Bar-  Camp  before 
ron  sends  a  vessel,  to  which  dispatch  will  be  given  as  soon  as  loaded.  ^'"'^ 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Petor  to  Col:  Davies. 

October  14th  "Dear  Sir, 

Camp  before  Your  favor  of  the  5th  came  to  hand  yesterday ;  about  the  same 

^°''^  time  the  arrival  of  some  more  shot  &  shells  at  Trebells  was  announced. 
I  immediately  sent  a  Conductor' to  receive  them,  he  informs  me  that 
they  are  contained  in  three  vessells  from  Eichmd.,  sent  by  Mr.  Prazer. 
amongst  them  are  a  number  of  12  &  9  pound  Ball,  which  were  never 
requested;  these  I  have  directed  to  be  sent  back  again — Capt:  Bohan- 
nan  is  much  out  in  his  conjecture  about  the  Vessell  that  arriv'd  first 
w'th  those  articles,  it  came  from  the  Ship-yard,  sent  by  Mr.  Munford 
at  the  request  of  Capt:  Bowne  as  he  went  up — I  think  he  must  be  very 
forgetfull  of,  or  very  whymsical  in  his  arrangements.  On  my  appointing 
Mr.  Prazer  to  act  at  Eichmd.  Capt:  Bohannan  wrote  to  me  very  press- 
ingly  to  let  him  act  under  him  at  that  post,  informing  me  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  about  moving  all  his  matters  down  toward  that  point. 
I  immediately  consented  to  it,  since  which  'till  now,  I  thought  Prazer 
had  been  acting  for  Bohannan — however  as  I  cannot  conceive  any  neces- 
sity I  have  for  a  person  to  act  for  me  at  Eichmd.,  I  shall  be  glad  of  Mr. 
Prazer's  services  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Eeynolds  in  Gloucester.  Capt : 
Bohannan  being  on  the  spot  with  the  heads  of  Q.  Ms'  Departments  in 
this  State,  I  imagine  he  cannot  be  at  any  loss  for  the  transportation  of 
what  mil:  Stores  I  may  call  on  him  for.     The  Arms  w'th  the  small  balls, 

as  mention'd  in  the have  not  yet  arrived;  great  •are  the  demands 

for  Arms  in  Gloucester.  600  were  requested  the  other  day,  when  I  could 
furnish  but  50.  the  files  have  at  last  come  to  hand  tho'  badly  sorted.  I 
have  fix'd  up  Gibbons  in  Wmsburg  &  one  Jervis  down  here,  &  If  I  could 
raise  a  vice  or  two  more,  &  a  Rat  tail  &  J  round  file  or  so,  think  I  could 
shortly  have  all  the  damaged  Arms  repair'd.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
Cartridge  Boxes  have  arrived.  I  hope  they  are  leather  ones,  they  never 
were  more  wanted,  pray  direct  Capt:  Bohannan  to  send  the  whole  of 
them  down. 

I  have  not  wrote  you  since  the  open'g  of  our  Batteries,  which  was  on 
Teusday  last  the  9th,  ever  since  which,  we  have  been  play'g  on  the 
Enemy  near  60  cannon  and  mortars,  day  &  night.  Our  approaches  are 
now  carried  within  200  yds:  of  their  works,  where  our  second  line  of 
circumvallation  is  form'd ;  the  Batteries  from  w'ch  will  open  to  morrow, 
and  four  S:  Ships  of  the  line  are  to  come  up  to  cooperate  the  first  fair 
wind,  within  three  days  'tis  thought  we  shall  have  upwards  of  100 
pieces  of  ordinance  directed  against  the  Enemy  by  land  within  point 
blank  shot,  desertion  increases  from  the  enemy.  14  came  out  yester- 
day &  bring  accounts  that  a  vast  number  are  kill'd  and  wounded — Since 
getting  so  near  neighbors  our  loss  is  much  greater,  we  had  near  40 
kill'd  &  wounded  the  last  12  hours,  they  fire  shells  most  furiously. 
My  Cond :  is  return'd  &  says  only  two  Vessells  have  yet  arriv'd  with 
shott  &  shells,     where  the  third  is  we  can't  learn. 

I  am  D'r  Sir,  with  the  utmost  respect 

your  very  H'ble  Serv't." 
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Col.  Anth:  W.  White  to  Gov:  Nelson,  enclosing  an  order  from  Genl:       1781. 
Danl :  Morgan  to  Thos :  Massie,  under  authority  of  the  Executive  to 
purchase  for  his  use  a  "valuable  Gelding"  to  be  paid  for  by  the  State.  October  14th 

In  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Massie  writes  "I  have  agreed  with  Kuffin's 
Colo:  White  for  a  Horse  of  His,  named  "Godolphin  @  35000  lbs  of  ^^"^ 

Tob'o"  upper  Jas:  Eiver  Warehouse,  which  is  what  Colo:  White  gave 
for  the  Horse" — As  Colo:  White  is  now  ordered  to  the  South  he  requests, 
that  the  35000  pounds  be  paid  to  Mr.  Wm.  Claiborne,  on  or  before  April 
1st  next,  as  he  has  to  meet  certain  payments  about  that  time. 


T.  Marshall  to  Hon  :  David  Jameson,  Esq  Lt  :  Governor.  October  I4th 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r 
some  time  ago,  informing  me  of  my  appointment  as  Commissioner  to 
examine  and  settle  the  Public  acc'ts  in  the  Western  Country,  &  author- 
izing me  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  the  necessary  sum  of  money  to 
bear  my  expenses  while  imploy'd  in  that  business :  and  as  I  have  before 
wrote  to  his  Excellency  that  I  am  willing  to  accept  of  the  appointment, 
I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favor,  if  you  will  let  me  know  whether 
the  other  Commissioners  are  willing  to  go  out  on  the  business  or  not,  as 
I  make  no  doubt  but  they  have  inform'd  your  honorable  Board  with 
respect  to  that  matter,  and  also  to  let  me  know  whether  I  could  be 
supplied  with  hard-money,  Tobacco  or  Land  warrants  to  bear  mj' 
expenses  while  on  the  afores'd  business,  or  not,  as  I  am  told  no  paper 
money  will  purchase  nothing,  &  know  it  to  be  the  case  in  this  part  of 
the  Country. 

Tour  answer  by  the  bearer,  on  this  subject  will  be  esteemed  a  very 
great  favor  by,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  serv't." 


Ealph  Wormlet  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  I5th 

"Sir, 

In  consequence  to  your  Letter  to  my  Son  of  the  14th  of  Sept'r 
giving  your  permission  to  Land  our  negroes,  they  were  Landed  last 
Thursday,  contrary  to  my  opinion,  as  I  wou'd  have  them  continued  on 
board  the  Flag  'till  it  was  determined  whether  I  was  to  keep  them. 
The  Yessell  was  very  foul  &  the  worms  got  into  her.  The  Capt:  wanted 
to  clean  her.  Now  Sir,  this  application  is  to  you  to  know  if  I  may  pay 
the  Captain  his  charge  of  Bringing  them,  for  without  your  leave  I  shall 
not  do  it,  to  Incur  any  censure  from  you  or  the  State.  I  heartily  wish 
your  health  and  happiness  &  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

S'r,  your  most  Obed't  Serv't." 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Pryor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

October  ISth  "Dear  Sir, 

Camp  before  Whilst  writing  the  Letter  that  incloses  this  last  Evening, 

^°^^  three  attacks  were  made  on  some  of  the  most  advanc'd  of  the  Enemy's 
works  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  Baron  de  Viom^nil  M.  G.  &  Genl: 
Muhlenberg,  and  carried  w'th  sonie  loss  on  our  side,  by  wh.  we  are 
possest  of  three  very  advantageous  posts  w'ch  have  in  our  near 
approaches  annoy'd  us  much  &  gives  us  every  advantage  we  would  wish 
for  over  the  enemy,  every  part  of  the  Town  and  the  Ferry  lays 
exposed  to  the  fire  from  those  places.  Batteries  'tis  expected  will  be 
ready  to  play  from  them  by  to  morrow  morning,  the  first  wind  brings 
up  the  ships,  after  wh.  the  matter  will  be  easily  settled.  Our  loss  in  the 
affair  is  not  yet  ascertained.  Colos:  Jamit  &  Barber,  and  Major  Barber 
are  wounded,  who  are  kill'd  I  have  not  heard.  I  am  going  to  see  & 
will  write  you  more  fully  next  time. 

Since  setting  Gibbons  &  Jervice  to  work  on  the  arms,  I  have  about 
250  put  in  repair.  Arm  chests  are  much  wanted,  &  hope  no  more  arms 
will  be  sent  from  Eichm'd  without  being  in  chests. 

I  am  in  haste 

D'r  Sir, 

yrs:  Sincerely." 

October  16th  Mann  Page  TO  in  reply,  concerning  the  "  Traveling  Forges." 

Mannsfield  He  has  applied  to  Mr.  Hunter,  who  contracted  to  have  them  prepared, 
and  finds  the  workmen  are  engaged  upon  them.  He  will  cause  them  to 
be  sent  down  as  soon  as  finished. 


October  16th  EoBERT  MoRRis  TO  Gov'r  Nelson  (marked  "Private.") 

"Sir, 

Philadelphia  I  would  willingly  write  you  an  ofiicial  Letter  by  this  Post,  on  the 

subject  of  supplies  for  the  year  1782.  But  I  must  decline  it  until  I  can 
obtain  the  proper  Estimates,  which  are  now  preparing.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  I  learn  that  your  Legislature  are  now  sitting,  I  write  you  this 
private  Letter  upon  that  Subject. 

My  former  public  Letters  will  fully  have  stated  my  Ideas,  as  to  present 
Demands  on  the  existing  Eoquisitions  of  Congress.  I  hope  and  expect 
that  these  Eequisitions  will  be  immediately  complied  with.  It  is  my 
decided  opinion,  founded  on  the  best  observation  I  have  been  able  to 
make,  and  the  most  accurate  and  extensive  Information  I  could  possibly 
obtain,  that  paper  Emissions  will  no  longer  answer  the  Purpose  of  cai'- 
rying  on  this  War:  and  Experience  must  by  this  time  have  convinced 
every  dispassionate  Observer,  that  specific  supplies  are  at  once  burthen- 
some  to  the  People,  and  almost  useless  to  Government. 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  draw  the  conclusion  which  I  am  sure  will  strike  1781. 
your  mind,  that  a  revenue  in  hard  money  must  be  obtained.  But  I  will  October  16th 
observe  to  you,  that  the  present  moment  is  very  favourable  to  that 
object,  in  your  State.  TheExpence  of  the  Sea  and  Land  Force,  there  is 
not  less  than  ten  thousand  Dollars  daily  in  articles  of  Produce :  Of  conse- 
quence your  People  may  receive  it,  If  they  please:  and  at  the  same  time 
the  use  of  foreign  articles  does  not,  as  formerly,  drain  them  of  their 
cash.  It  will  be  wise  to  precede  those  articles,  and  bj'  calling  on  the 
People  for  hard  money,  and  at  the  same  Time  leaving  them  a  free 
market,  encourage  thoir  Industry,  and  facilitate  the  payment  of  Taxes. 
While  the  war  is  in  j'our  Country,  the  Expenses  of  it  will  be  so  diffus'd 
as  to  possess  its  Inhabitants  of  specie,  and  should  it  be  happilj^  removed 
to  a  Distance,  your  commerce  will  bring  in  Eesources  equal  to  your 
necessities. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  these  senti- 
ments to  my  worthy  Friend  Colo.  H^rison,  and  pray  you  to  believe  me 
very  sincerely 

Your  Friend  &  Servant." 


Bail  Bond,  of  Benj :  Bronson  &  Harwood  Burt,  in  the  penalty  of  ten  October  16th 
thousand,  and  five  thousand  pounds  Virginia  currency,  severally,  recog-     York  Co. 
nizing  them  to  appear  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  answer  the 
charge  of  Treason,  &c. 


Colo.  Wm.  Eussel  to  Col:  Davies,  i-egretting  his  absence  from  town,  October  16th 
but  cannot  follow  him  to  camp. 

He  has  desired  to  communicate  with  him  on  the  importance  of  prepar-  Kichmond 
ing  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  next  Assembly,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed allotment  of  lands  to  the  Officers  and  men  of  the  "Virginia  Line." 
The  proposition  is  of  infinite  importance  to  them,  involving  great 
advantages,  w|ych  should  not  be  disregarded — He  has  mentioned  the 
subject  to  Genl:  Scott  and  other  Officers.  They  join  him  in  the  wish 
that  he  (Col  D.)  should  prepare  this  memorial,  at  least  by  the  12th 
november  next.  He  is  persuaded  Genl:  Muhlenberg  will  lend  his  assist- 
ance by  "collecting  the  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  at  Camp,"  and  com- 
municating them. 

"By  His  Excellency  Thomas  Nelson,  junior,  Governor  of  the  Common-  October  16th 
wealth  of  Virginia — " 

"A  Proclamation." 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  stood  adjourned  until 
the  first  day  of  this  month,  at  which  Time,  a  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
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1781.  bers  did  not  attend  for  the  Dispatch  of  public  Business,  &  the  Exigen- 
Ootober  16tli  cies  of  the  Commonwealth  require  that  our  Assembly  should  be  held  as 
soon  as  may  be,  &  a  Doubt  may  arise  whether  the  adjournment  made 
by  a  less  number  of  members  than  the  rules  of  the  Said  Assembly 
require,  may  be  valid;  I  do,  by  &  with  the  Advice  &  Consent  of  the 
Council  of  State,  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  summoning  the  General 
Assembly  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Eichmond  on  the  fifth  Day  of  Novem- 
ber next. 

Given  under  my  Hand  &  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  16th 
Day  of  October  1781,  &  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

THOS.  NELSOK  Jr." 


Octoter  17th  Gov:  Nelson  TO  "HoNBLE  G.  Webb. 

"Sir, 

Camp  before  Tour  letter  of  the  11th  accompanying  several  others  from  different 

Persons,  has  been  received.  Mr.  Jameson  &  myself  are  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Lyon  may  be  permitted  to  reside  in  any  Part  of  the  upper  Country 
at  a  greater  Distance  than  twenty  miles  above  Eichmond,  on  giving 
responsible  Security  for  his  good  Behaviour,  &  to  be  forth-coming  on  the 
future  Order  of  the  Board."  *  *  *  * 

"Be  so  good  as  to  have  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  afiixed  to  the 
enclosed  Proclamation,  &  have  a  printed  copy  of  it  sent  to  the  Delegates 
of  every  County  &  to  each  Senator. 

Since  my  last  we  took  by  Storm,  two  of  the  Enemy's  Eedoubts.  The 
Loss  on  both  sides  was  nearly  equal,  &  did  not  exceed  one  hundred.  Our 
Batteries  are  now  playing  on  their  "Works  at  the  Distance  of  about  200 
Yards.  By  noon,  I  am  informed  we  shall  have  seventy  Pieces  of  heavy 
cannon  planted  against  them,  which  must  soon  reduce  them  to  Terms, 
unless  they  take  a  Flight  to  Gloucester,  which  may  delay  their  capture  a 
few  Days.  Yesterday  morning,  a  little  before  Daybreak,  they  made  a 
Sally,  &  got  into  one  of  our  Batteries.  They  spiked  8  cannon,  which  were 
immediately  unspiked,  &  Killed  &  wounded  about  16  men.  They  were 
repulsed  &  suffered  nearly  the  same  Loss." 

I  am  &c. 


October  17th  Wm.  CONSTABLE  TO  Gov:  Nelson,  introducing  "Mr.  Eidley  of  Mary- 
land" who  goes  to  Virginia  to  take  passage  for  Prance,  where  he  is 
appointed  Commercial  Agent  for  his  State. 

Philadelphia      The  approval  of  the  Executive  of  Maryland,  is  suflScient  evidence  of 
his  standing  as  a  merchant. 
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Thos:   Newton   Jnr.,    enclosing  to    Col:  Davies,  a  list  of  "hands"        1781. 
employed  in  removing  cannon.     One  piece  gone,  safely  delivered  at  "Mr.  October  18th 
Jerre  Godwin's  Landing  about  six  miles  below  Suffolk  on  the  mouth  of  South  Quay 
the  west  branch,  that  Landing  having  better  roads  to  it  than  to  Suffolk.'' 
Requests  a  vessel  be  ordered  down,  as  he  will  soon  have  several  pieces 
ready  to  be  taken  in.     A  flat-bottomed  boat  the  best.     Many  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  navy  being  unemployed.  Suggests  the  propriety  of 
putting  them  in  charge  of  these  vessels.     He  will  use  every  economy 
and  dispatch,  and  hopes  to  get  all  the  guns  down  "in  a  fortnight." 


Colo.  John  Nash  to  Col  :  Davies,  expressing  great  "  sorrow "  that  October  I9th 
the  militia  of  the  County  "appear  in  such  a  naked  situation." 

They  had  been  "  stript  of  their  arms,  which  were  left  in  the  public  Pr.  Edward 
magazines  &  there  destroyed — The  clothing  from  the  County  ready.  He 
has  given  no  returns  of  recruits,  because  the  County  had  been  exempted 
from  the  draft  by  the  Legislature — The  Commissioners  and  assistants 
are  very  busy  fowarding  supplies,  but  adds  "we  wait  impatiently  to 
hear  of  the  time  when  such  supplies  will  be  no  longer  necessary." 


RoB^BT  Morris  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  October  I9th 

"  Circular. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  to  address  you  on  a  subject  of  very  great  Importance. 
I  have  to  detail  some  facts  which  will  demand  the  most  serious  attention 
from  every  Legislature,  and  from  every  public  officer  in  the  the  United 
States.     It  is  my  determination  to  administer  the  affairs  entrusted  to 
my  Care,  according  to  Plans  which  are  founded  in  Sincerity  and  Truth. 
Convinced  of  the  Folly  of  our  Enemy,  in  supposing  that  any  consid- 
erable Body  of  men  in  the  United  States  are  opposed  to  the  Revolution, 
I  am  persuaded,  that  in  Order  to  remove  the  greater  part  of  our  Difii-  Necessity  of 
culties,  the  first  proper  Step,  is  to  state  them  fally  to  the  People,  thro'  removing 
their  Representatives.     It  shall  therefore  be  a  Part  of  my  study  to  pre-  sions 
pare  every  Trans^action  for  the  public  Bye,  so  that  the  meanest  Indi- 
vidual may  be,  in  due  Time,  informed  of  those  affairs,  in  which  as  a  free 
citizen  he  is  interested.     The  various  reports  which  have  been  circulated, 
the  Publications  in  the  several  Gazettes,  and  even  Letters  from  some 
who  ought  to  have  known  better:  all  these  things  have  conspired  to 
infuse  an  opinion  that  every  Power  in  Europe  is  favorable  to  us,  that 
great  sums  of  money  are  already  advanced  to  us,  and  that  still  greater  Candour 
may  be  obtained — ^Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  my  Administration,  I  ^^vs  eoyem 
will  never  be  subjected  to  the  Reproach  of  Falsehood  or  Insincerity — I  him 
70 
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1781.  therefore  take  the  earliest  moment  in  which  I  am  permitted,  to  make 
October  19th  those  communications  which  will  give  an  Insight  into  our  real  situation. 

With  respect  to  the  Situation  and  Politics  of  Europe,  it  is  neither  my 
Business  to  detail  them,  nor  am  I  in  capacity  to  do  it  with  Certainty. 
But  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  the  Disposition  of  the  european  Powers, 
however  friendly,  has  been  too  much  relied  on.  As  a  Proof,  I  need  only 
observe  that  not  a  single  State  has  acknowledged  our  Independence, 
except  Prance,  altho'  an  alliance  with  that  respectable  Monarchy  has 
now  subsisted  near  four  years.  Yet  that  Monarchy  is  certainly  the  first 
in  the  world.  It  is  in  the  closest  connection  with  Spain.  Spain  has  long 
been  engaged  in  the  war,  and  still  longer  solicited  to  form  an  Union  upon 
the  Basis  of  the  Treaty  with  Prance.  The  armed  neutrality  which 
gave  such  splendid  Hopes  to  many,  has  not  yet  produced  the  Benefits 
expected.  I  will  not  proceed  on  the  Ground  of  Conjecture,  nor  is  it 
necessary  for  me  to  dwell  longer  on  our  political  state,  with  respect  to 
foreign  Powers.  But  as  there  is  little  Eeason  to  expect,  so  I  hope  there 
is  no  American  who  would  wish,  an  alliance  with  any  Empire  on  Earth, 
untill  they  shall  be  so  sensible  of  our  Importance,  as  to  treat  on  Princi- 
ples of  Equality. 

The  public  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  other  Princes  and  States,  has 
greatly  injured  us  by  relaxing  our  Exertions.  But  the  opinion,  as  to 
pecuniary  aid  has  been  still  more  pernicious. 

People  have  flattered  themselves  with  a  visionary  Idea,  that  nothing 
more  was  necessary,  than  for  Congress  to  send  a  Minister  abroad,  and 
that  immediately  he  would  obtain  as  much  money,  as  he  chose  to  ask 
for.  That  when  he  opened  a  Loan  hundreds  would  run  to  see  who 
should  have  the  Honor  of  subscribing  to  it,  and  the  like — but  surely  a 
moment's  Eeflection  should  have  convinced  every  reasonable  man,  that 
without  the  clear  Prospect  of  Eepayment,  people  will  not  part  with 
their  Property. 

Have  the  Efforts  to  borrow  in  this  country  been  so  successful,  as  to 
ground  any  Hope  from  abroad?  Or  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  foreigners 
will  interest  themselves  more  in  our  Prosperity  and  safety  than  our  own 
Citizens?  Or  can  it  be  believed,  that  Credit  shall  be  given  abroad 
before  solid  Fund6  are  provided  at  homo?  Or  could  it  be  immagined  that 
the  Disorders  necessarily  incident  to  a  great  Eevolution  would  be  con- 
sidered as  a  bettor  source  of  Trust  and  Confidence,  than  the  Eegularity 
and  Consistency  of  antient  Establishments? 

The  Congress,  conformably  to  the  public  wish,  have  appointed  Minis- 
ters; requested  grants  and  opened  Loans.  In  Holland  they  got  nothing. 
And  in  Spain  but  very  little.  Loans  were  expected  from  Individuals  in 
Holland,  but  nothing  of  that  sort  has  been,  or  probably  will  be  obtained— 
Loans  were  not  expected  in  Spain,  unless  from  the  King  and  from  him 
they  have  been  solicited,  with  but  little  Success. 

The  distresed  situation  of  public  affairs  forced  the  Congress  to  draw 
Bills  of  Exchange  on  their  Ministers,    Soine  were  drawn  on  France, 
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some  on  Spain,  and  some  on  Holland.     The  first  were  honored  and  paid —       1781. 
The  others  were  accepted,  but  Recourse  was  finally  had  to  the  Court  of  October  19th 
France  for  the  Payment  of  those  also. 

They  were  drawn  at  long  Sight,  the  sales  were  slow;  they  were  remit- 
ted from  Time  to  Time,  and  every  opportunity  afforded  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States  to  obtain  the  monies  for  discharging  them,  but  in  vain. 
Of  consequence  these  Bills  have  been  regularly  referred  to  the  Court  of 
France  for  payment.  And  this  has  done  us  Injurj',  by  anticipating  the 
Aid  which  France  has  been  disposed  to  afford  us,  and  at  the  same  Time 
has  justly  alarmed  and  greatly  embarrassed  the  French  ministry. 

These  things  it  appears  necessary  that  you  should  know,  and  your 
Legislature  will  undoubtedly  draw  the  proper  Inferences.  They  will 
see  how  much  has  been  suffered  by  delaying  to  call  forth  the  Eesources 
of  our  own  Country,  and  relying  on  the  empty  Bubbles  of  Hope,  instead 
of  the  solid  Foundations  of  Eevenue — They  will  I  trust  clearly  see,  that 
all  their  Hopes  and  Expectations  are  narrowed  down  to  yrhat  France 
may  give  or  lend.  But  here,  as  in  other  cases.  Delusion  takes  place  of 
reality,  we  flatter  ourselves  with  ideal  Prospects,  and  are  only  convinced 
of  our  Folly  by  the  fatal  crisis  of  national  Distress.  In  order  that  you 
may  clearly  understand  the  succor  afforded  by  France,  I  enclose  an 
account  extracted  from  a  State  lately  furnished  to  Congress  by  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  His  most  Christian  Majesty. 

You  will  observe  that  his  majesty  granted  to  the  United  States  a 
subsidy  for  the  current  year  of  six  million  Livres — And  on  a  represen- 
tation of  our  Distresses,  he  was  pleased  to  become  security  for  a  Loan  to 
be  opened  on  account  in  Holland.  And  when  it  appeared  that  there 
was  little  probability  of  obtaining  any  money  then  in  season,  he  further 
agreed  that  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  should  be  advanced  to  us,  in  the 
first  Instance  from  the  Eoyal  Treasury — Thus  the  Gift  and  the  Loan 
together  amount  to  sixteen  million  Livres ;  which  would  if  in  this 
Country,  be  equal  to  only  two  million  nine  hundred  and  sixty  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty  two  Dollars,  altho'  at  the  rate  of  estimating 
Dollars  in  France,  it  is  there  equal  to  three  million  and  forty  seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nineteen  Dollars.  But  at  the  highest  rate  of 
Exchange,  which  has  hitherto  taken  place,  this  sum,  if  drawn  for,  would 
have  amounted  to  no  more  than  two  million,  five  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  Dollars — I  have  been  thus  particular  with  Eespect  to  the 
amount  of  this  sum,  because  the  difference  of  Currencies  very  often 
tend  to  deceive  those  to  whom  their  real  value  is  not  a  familiar  Subject 
of  attention. 

The  enclosed  account  Is  in  Livres,  and  the  two  first  articles  contain 
the  total  of  the  Grant  and  Loan,  amounting  to  sixteen  million  Livres — 
The  Eemainder  contains  the  Deductions  to  be  made — The  two  first 
articles  whereof,  amounting  to  two  million  three  hundred  Thousand 
Livres,  is  for  the  payment  of  the  Bills  drawn  on  France,  Spain  and  Hol- 
land, which  I  have  already  mentioned:  the  Produce  of  the  sales  hereof 
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1781.  has  been  applied  to  the  public  service,  long  before  my  appointment. 
October  19th  The  next  article  being  two  million  of  Livres  is  appropriated  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  Interest  Bills,  wherefore  no  Part  of  it  can  be  applied  to  other 
purposes— The  Fourth  Article  I  need  say  nothing  of  here,  as  it  has  long 
been  in  the  mouths  of  everybody.  The  Fifth  and  Sixth  Articles  are  for 
those  stores  which  were  laden  on  board  four  Transports,  by  order  of 
Colo:  Lawrence,  three  of  which  have  safely  arrived,  and  the  other  put 
back  in  Distress.  The  Seventh  Article  is  in  consequence  of  the  Loss  of 
fhat  valuable  ship  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  which  contained  a  great 
number  of  Public  Stores,  the  replacing  of  which  is  necessary  for  the 
Army  and  its  operations,  and  which  will  amount  to  that  sum.  The  last 
article  contains  the  amount  of  monies  deposited  to  answer  my  drafts, 
which  have  been  made  from  Time  to  Time,  and  the  Produce  appropriated 
to  the  Services  of  the  current  year.  On  the  whole  there  remains  a  Bal- 
lance  of  three  million  and  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety 
nine  Livres.  This  with  the  sum  brought  by  Colo:  Lawrence,  may  be 
considered  as  of  the  value  of  one  million  dollars,  which  is  the  utmost, 
for  it  would  exceed  that  only  by  twenty  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy  four  Dollars  if  it  were  now  in  this  Country. 

Thus  you  see  the  extent  of  that  pecuniary  succor  which  has  filled  the 
minds  of  all  with  such  teeming  Expectations,  is  narrowed  down  to  one 
million  of  Dollars.  But  by  the  best  Accounts  and  Estimates  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  this  war  has  hitherto  cost  about  twenty  millions 
annually.  I  do  indeed  expect  that  the  future  Expenditures  will  be 
greatl3'  curtailed;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy has  its  Bounds,  and  that  it  cannot  exist  without  the  punctual  Per- 
formance of  those  Engagements  on  which  the  first  steps  towards  it 
must  depend.  As  soon  as  the  proper  Estimates  for  the  next  year  can 
be  made  out  the  Demands  upon  them  will  be  stated,  and  I  shall  shortly 
advertise  for  contracts,  as  the  most  effectual  mode  of  husbanding  our 
Eesources — I  feel  it  my  duty  however,  to  observe,  that  a  note,  this  day 
sent  to  Congress  of  some  of  my  principal  Engagements  for  money, 
amounts  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand  Dollars.  Yet  the  calls 
for  it  from  every  Quarter  are  incessant. 

I  would  gladly  quit  the  subject  of  Foreign  supplies  and  expectations 
here,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  States  should  know  all;  and  I  should 
not  answer  the  views  of  Congress,  if  I  did  not  add,  that  the  Court  of 
France  place  the  Aid  now  afforded  us  among  the  Number  of  those 
extraordinary  Efforts  which  cannot  be  repeated.  The  Declaration  that 
no  more  pecuniary  assistance  can  be  afforded  to  us,  is  as  plain  as  Lan- 
guage will  admit  of,  and  although  applications  on  the  subject,  may,  and 
probably  will  be  made,  by  our  ministers  to  the  Court  of  Verseilles,  yet 
surely  no  prudent  man  would  form  any  reliance  on  such  applications,  in 
the  Face  of  such  a  pointed  and  express  assurance  to  the  contrary,  and 
especially  when  to  every  Eequest,  a  short  answer  can  be  made,  by  ask- 
ing what  we  have  done  for  ourselves — Sir,  I  must  speak  to  you  most 
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plainly.     While  we  do  nothing  for  ourselves,  we   cannot  expect  the       1781. 
assistance  of  others.  October  19th 

This  is  a  very  painful  subject  to  dwell  upon,  but  a  consideration  of 
great  magnitude  remains  behind,  and  sooner  or  later,  it  must  come 
foward.  Prudence  therefore  bids  us  examine  it  now,  and  provide  for  it  in 
Season.  The  neglect  of  funding  the  public  debt,  has  introduced  a  Prac- 
tice of  issuing  Loan  Ofl&ce  Certificates,  for  the  Interest  due  on  other 
Loan  Oflice  Certificates.  This  I  have  absolutely,  forbidden,  nor  will  I 
ever  consent  to  it.  Such  accumulation  of  Debt,  while  it  distresses  the 
Public,  and  destroys  its  credit,  by  no  means  relieves  the  unfortunate 
Individual  who  is  a  public  creditor.  For  if  Revenue  is  not  provided, 
increasing  the  certificates  would  only  lessen  their  value.  This  would  be 
such  a  fraud,  as  would  stamp  our  national  character  with  indelible  marks 
of  Infamy,  and  render  us  the  Heproach  and  contempt  of  all  mankind. 
It  is  high  time  to  releive  ourselves  from  the  Infamy  we  have  already 
sustained,  and  to  rescue  and  restore  the  national  credit.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  solid  Revenue.  Disdaining  therefore,  these  little  timid  arti- 
fices, which,  while  they  postpone  the  moment  of  Difficulty,  only  increase 
the  Danger  and  confirm  the  Ruin,  I  prefer  the  open  Declaration  to  all, 
of  what  is  to  be  expected,  and  from  whence  it  is  to  be  drawn.  To  the 
public  creditors  therefore,  I  say,  that  untill  the  States  provide  Revenues 
for  Liquidating  the  principal  and  Interest  of  the  public  Debt,  they  can- 
not be  paid;  and  to  the  States,  I  say,  that  they  are  bound,  by  every 
principle  which  is  held  sacred  among  men  to  make  that  Provision. 

I  have  gone  thro'  the  Task  which  I  proposed  to  myself,  in  writing 
your  Excellency  this  Letter,  which  I  pray  you  to  communicate  to  the 
Legislature  of  your  State.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  enabled  to 
transmit  their  Requisitions,  and  I  shall  endeavour  that  these  be  as  mod- 
erate as  possible.  But  I  must  pray  that  every  man,  whether  in  public 
or  private  Life,  will  seriously  consider  the  Importance  of  complying 
with  these  Requisitions.  It  is  not  by  the  brilliant  successes  of  war,  the 
splendour  of  conquest,  or  the  shouts  of  Victory,  that  a  wise  ministry 
are  to  be  affected.  The  superiority  of  national  Resources,  is  the  sure 
Ground  on  which  to  hope  for  success;  and  that  superior  Resource 
steadily  and  perseveringly  applied,  must  eventually  obtain  its  Objects. 
It  is  for  these  reasons,  that  the  Enemy  have  hoped  every  Thing  from 
the  Derangement  of  our  Finances;  and  on  the  other  Hand,  as  I  am  well 
informed,  it  is  from  the  Establishment  of  a  National  Bank,  and  the 
forming  of  contracts  to  supply  our  armies,  that  they  have  the  greatest 
apprehensions.  By  the  Bounty  of  the  Almighty,  we  are  placed  in  a 
situation  where  our  future  Fate  depends  on  our  present  conduct.  We 
may  be  happy  or  miserable  as  we  please.  If  we  do  our  Duty  now,  the 
war  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close.  If  not,  it  may  last  for  many  years, 
and  what  will  then  be  its  Termination,  it  is  not  in  human  wisdom  to 
foresee. 
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1781.  Thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Enemy  must  ask  Peace,  whenever  we 

October  19th  are  in  a  condition  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  war;  and  that  we  shall  be 
in  that  condition,  whenever  our  affairs  are  reduced  to  Order,  and  our 
credit  restored;  and  that  for  these  purposes,  nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  a  proper  system  of  Taxation,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  my  senti- 
ments on  the  subject,  in  all  the  warmth  with  which  they  flow  from  my 
Heart.  I  hope  and  pray  that  the  Facts,  I  have  stated,  may  meet  that 
calm  attention  which  is  due  to  their  Importance,  and  that  such  measures 
may  be  taken  as  shall  redound  to  the  Honour  and  Interest  of  our 
Country. 

With  all  possible  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Sir 

Your  Excellency's  most  obt  &  humbly 
Servant,  &c  &c. 


October  20th  GoV:    NeLSON   TO   THE   DELEGATES   IN   CONGRESS. 

"  Gentlemen, 
Camp  before  It  is  with  infinite  Pleasure  I  congratulate  you  on  the  Reduc- 

tion  of  York  &  Gloucester,  &  the  capture  of  the  whole  British  Army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.  On  the  17th  at  the  Request  of  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis,  Hostilities  ceased,  &  yesterday  the  Garrison  of  York,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  Effectives,  rank  &  file,  marched 
out  &  grounded  their  arms. 

Their  Sick  are  about  seventeen  hundred.  The  Garrison  of  Gloucester, 
&  the  men  Killed  during  the  Seige,  are  computed  at  near  two  thousand, 
so  that  the  whole  Loss  sustained  by  the  Enemy  on  this  Occasion,  must 
be  between  6  &  7000  men. 

This  Blow,  I  think  must  be  a  decisive  one,  it  being  out  of  the  Power 
of  G.  B.  to  replace  such  a  number  of  good  Troops.  His  Excellency  Genl. 
Washington's  Letter  will  inform  you  of  the  nature  of  the  Capitulation, 
to  which  I  must  refer  you,  not  having  yot  procured  a  copy  of  the 
articles. 

Your  Favours  of  Sept:  4th  &  9th  have  been  received.  The  Interrup- 
tion in  our  correspondence,  that  is,  on  my  Part,  has  proceeded  from  acci- 
dent partly.  Letters  being  ready  for  the  last  Post,  but  through  Hurry 
not  sent  to  the  office,  'till  too  late. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  gentlemen  &c." 
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Col:  Arthur  Campbell  to  Col:  Davies,  sending  return*  of  militia,       1781. 

their  arms  and  accoutrements.  October  20th 

Adds   "There   are   next   to   nothing   done   towards   raising  regular  Washington 
recruits,  or  furnishing  cloathing  and  provision  for  the  army,  owing  in         ^°' 
part  to  the  sudden  condemnation  of  the  Continental  money,  and  the 
neglect  or  refusal  of  government  to  pay  the  militia  for  their  various  ser- 
vices last  year,  together  vyith  the  time  and  attention  necessarily  spent  to 
have  our  landed  claims  adjusted. 

The  Northern  Savages  annoys  us  a  little,  and  we  are  not  altogether 
clear  of  apprehensions  of  danger  from  a  disaffected  party  among  the 
Cherokees. 

I  am  Sir,  with  Eespect 

Your  most  obedient  Servant. 


Jno:  Simons  (British)  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  20th 

Sends  a  letter  from  Col:  Washington  who  he  has  the  pleasure  to  say  On  board  a 
"  was  perfectly  recovered  of  the  wound  he  lately  received  in  So.  Carolina."  S .  ^^  °l 
He  has  come  with  a  Flag  of  Truce  to  explain  to  his  Excellency  why  York  Town 
vessels  loaded  with  Tobacco  for  Charleston  had  been  captured,  notwith- 
standing they  had  permits  to  go — This  cannot  be  allowed  except  under 
permits  from  Naval  Offlcers.     He  will  take  occasion  at  some  other  time 
to  explain  more  fully. 


CoL:  D.  Fisher  to  Col:  Davies,  &o — expressing  his  gratitude  for  the  October  20th 
concern  manifested  for  him,  in  his  late  illness,  by  Col :  Davies,  and  is 
happy  to  inform  him  "his  disorder  is  considerably  abated." 

Before  this  reply  shall  have  reached  him,  "the  grand  and  important  Greenesville 
capture  of  L'd  Cornwallis  &c  &c  will  have  been  announced  at  Eich- 
mond,"  and  he  offers  his. congratulations  on  the  occasion,  with  the  hope    Cornwallis 
that  this  will  lead  to  an  honorable  termination  of  the  war. 

He  should  agree  to  act  with  Col :  Jones,  in  executing  the  clothing  law, 
no  matter  whether  it  shall  be  determined  it  shall  be  executed  by  the 
two  Counties  Greenesville  &  Brunswick  in  conjunction,  or  not.  He  had  How  he  was 
not  been  heretofore  able  to  explain  the  circumstances  of  his  capture,  ^^P^'^''^"^ 
parole  &  exchange  &c — Some  time  since,  he  had  ordered  a  small  Post  to 
be  established  at  Hicks'  Ford — sent  videttes  out  northward,  and  towards 
Halifax,  who  regularly  reported  to  him  at  that  place.  He  had  removed 
his  valuables  away,  and  slept  from  hie  home  so  as  not  to  run  risk  of 
capture:   but   upon  returning   prematurely   on   one   occasion,   he  and 

*Not  found. 
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1781.  another  gentleman  were  captured  by  Colo:  Symes  and  a  party  with 
October  20th  him" — He  was  forced  to  decide  upon  being  paroled  or  being  carried  off — 
Col.  Symes,  This  condition  of  things  remained,  until  he  had  seen  the  terms  of  the 
Cartel  signed  by  Capt :  Cornwallis  on  his  Lordship's  behalf,  &  Col :  Car- 
Capt.  Corn-  rington  on  Gen :  Greene's,  together  with  the  agreement  made  "  between 
Col  Carring-  ^^^  *^'°  Commissioners  of  Prisoners, — ^respecting  the  exchange  of  the 
ton  militia" — By  the  terms  of  this,  all  the  militia  taken  in  the  Southern 

Department,  on  both  sides,  were  to  be  exchanged  for  each  other  &e. 
Considering  himself  embraced  by  these  terms  ho  had  resumed  the  duties 
of  his  ofSce,  but  having  been  informed  by  a  friend  that  the  northern 
Limits  of  the  boundary  of  the  Southern  Department  extended  "to  the  line  between 
BartmeS  ^'  C'^^'olii^.  &  Virginia  only,"  he  became  uneasy,  and  now  desires  to  know 
whether  this  information  be  correct  or  not.  He  apologizes  for  the 
trouble  he  had  given  Col :  Davies  in  his  frequent  correspondence  on  this 
and  other  subjects,  but  has  been  the  more  tempted  to  do  so,  because  his 
"letters  were  fraught  with  a  benevolence  uncommon  to  be  met  with  in 
letters  of  business"  &c. 


York 


October  20th  Gov:  Nelson  TO  Ld:  Cornwallis. 

"My  Lord, 

Camp  before  I  have  been  informed  that  a  number  of  the  Eefugees  from 

this  State  &  also  negroes  are  attempting  to  make  their  Escape,  by  get- 
ting on  board  the  Bonnetta  Sloop  of  war.  As  they  will  endeavour  to  be 
concealed  from  your  Lordship's  notice  till  the  vessel  sails,  I  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  this  Communication :  to  you,  that  you  may  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  State  &  Individuals  from  sustaining  an  Injury 
of  this  nature." 


October  20th  Brig:  G.  Weedon  TO  Gov:  Nelson. 

"D'r  Sir, 
Camp  I  am  honored  with  yours  of  last  night,  and  have  given  direc- 

^""^  ^  tions  respecting  the  negroes  and  Eefugees,  and  would  request  to  know 
what  are  to  be  done  with  them  after  they  are  seperated,  as  there  will  be 
no  guards  here.  I  also  would  be  glad  your  Excellency  would  give  some 
General  directions  respecting  the  sick  and  wounded  that  will  bejeft 
here  belonging  to  the  British;  of  whom  not  less  than  1500  will  remain- 
Colo:  West's  Eegiment  from  Fairfax  will  take  charge  of  the  prisoners 
that  march  as  far  as  Fredericksburg,  when  he  is  to  deliver  them  over  to 
Genl:  Lawson:  I  have  ordered  him  to  store  his  arms  at  that  place,  and 
would  be  glad  to  know  how  you  would  have  the  other  arms  disposed  off. 
Are  they  to  go  to  the  Different  Counties,  or  are  they  to  be  left  here  in 
the  hands  of  the  Conductor? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  high  esteem 

Yr:  Excellencies  most  ob.  Serv't. 
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P.  S.  I  am  verj'  certain  many  of  the  negroes  are  secreted  on  board        1781. 
the  vessels — I  observed  yesterday  several  waiting  on  the  shore  to  be  set  October  20th 
on  Board,  and  immediately  sent  Sentinels  all  along  the  Beach  which 
report  that  many  come  down  to  get  off.  G.  W." 


York 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Genl:  Weedon.  October  2l6t 

"Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  this  morning,  I  have  received.  The  Refugees  you  Camp  before 
have  taken  may  be  sent  over  here  &  also  the  negroes,  whose  masters 
live  south  of  York  River:  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  some  Person 
to  give  Passes  to  such  as  belong  to  the  north  side  that  they  may  imme- 
diately return  to  their  owners.  What  we  shall  finally  do  with  the  sick 
&  wounded  Prisoners,  I  have  not  yet  determined.  For  the  present  I 
shall  order  them  to  be  guarded  by  the  militia  of  the  County.  All  the 
Arms,  except  the  Guard  Troops  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Conductor  of 
Military  Stores — What  you  observe  respecting  Negroes  secreting  them- 
selves on  board  the  Vessels,  I  had  been  before  informed  of  &  had  directed 
all  the  Vessels  to  be  searched. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  thought  it  proper  that  the  Refugees 
be  paroled,  except  such  as  are  notorious  offenders.  You  will  therefore 
oblige  the  least  attrocious  offenders  to  appear  before  the  Governor  & 
Council  at  Richmond  on  the  20th  Nov: — the  others  you  will  send  here." 


Gov:  Nelson  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  October  2lst 

My  Lord, 

I  have  received  your  verbal  message  respecting  two  Citizens  Camp  before 
of  this  State,  the  Rev'd  Wm.  Andrews  &  the  Rev:  Mr.  Harrison,  who  ^°^^ 
joined  t*p  British  Army  after  its  arrival  here  &  who  are  now  delivered 
up  into  the  Hands  of  the  civil  Power.  The  Laws  of  this  Country  have 
fixed  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  Persons  guilty  of  such  Conduct, 
&  we  are  ignorant  of  any  Power  which  has  a  right  to  supercede  their 
Force. 

By  these  Laws  enacted  by  their  own  Representatives,  they  shall  bo 
fairly  &  impartially  tried,  &  they  must  abide  their  Sentence — I  am 
informed  that  Lieut :  Col:  Simcoe  has  refused  to  deliver  up  a  certain 
Christopher  Robinson,  who  now  bears  a  Commission  in  his  Corps,  but 
who  deserted  from  the  actual  service  of  the  State.  The  Arti-cles  of 
Capitulation  cannot  justify  this  Detention,  &  I  shall  by  no  means 
acquiesce  in  it.  It  is  my  wish  to  treat  the  men  whom  the  Fortune  of 
War  has  put  into  our  Power,  with  that  civility  which  (their  situation 
claims)  &  it  would  give  me  Pain  to  be  constrained  in  any  Instance,  to 
act  in  a  different  manner. 
71 
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1781.  Tour  Lordship,  in  the  ease  under  consideration  has,  I  imagine  the 

October  21st  Power  of  preventing  it,  &  I  flatter  myself  you  will  at  once  see  the  Pro- 
priety of  exercising  this  Power. 

I  hav  &c. 


October  21st  Gov:  Nelson  TO  Gov:  Lee,  of  Maryland. 

"Sir, 

Camp  before  When  I  wrote  yesterday  I  forgot  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  militia 

^°^^  of  this  State  have  Orders  to  conduct  the  British  Prisoners,  allotted  for 
Frederick  Town,  only  to  the  Borders  of  your  State.  Your  Excellency 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  make  the  necessary  Preparations  for  their 
Eeception.  I  am  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Geography  of  the 
upper  Country,  as  to  be  able  to  inform  you  at  what  Ferry  they  will 
cross ;  but  they  will  be  marched  by  the  most  direct  Eoute  from  Win- 
chester to  Frederick  Town. 

I  have  &c." 


October  21st  CoL:  JoHN  ToDD  to  the  Governor  op  Yirginia. 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency,'' 
Lexington,  I  expect  you   will,   long   before  this 

^'  roaches  you,  have  an  acct.  of  our  proceedings  in  this  Country,  by  Letters 
from  Genl:  Clarke  sent  by  Major  Crittenden.  After  so  much  assistance 
given  to  our  Country  by  Government  to  enable  us  to  act  either  offensively 
or  defensively :  after  so  much  m.oney  expended  up  on  the  Western  Fron- 
tiers, I  feel  desirous  &  anxious  to  remove  any  censures  that  our  little 
Country  may  possibly  labour  under  in  the  opinion  of  your  Excellency 
&  the  world.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  to  whom  the  failure  in  the 
intended  Expedition  is  owing,  but  the  officers  &  men  of  these  counties 
have  persevered  in  rendering  all  possible  assistance. 

By  Letters  fi-om  your  Excellency's  predecessor  we  were  led  to  expect 
an  early  Expedition.  500  men  with  canoes  &c  were  required  from  these 
Counties  to  be  at  the  Falls  by  March  last.  The  men  required  were 
drafted  &  set  apart  for  the  Expedition  &  the  canoes  chiefly  made, 
during  the  course  of  the  spring  &  summer  the  Drafts  necessarily 
decreased.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Field  Officei-s  at  Louisville  summoned 
on  Genl:  Clarke's  arrival  the  beginning  of  September,  we  found  the 
strength  of  the  three  Counties  to  amount  to  only  760  men.  We  ofi'ered 
the  General  two  thirds  of  them,  if  he  chose  to  go  on  an  Expedition,  but 
rather  advised  him  to  proceed  in  garrisoning  the  Ohio  up\vards,  agree- 
ably to  a  recommendation  of  the  Assembly,  or  at  least  to  attempt 
nothing  more  than  a  small  Expedition  up  the  Miami,  it  was  our 
opinion,  if  but  one  Garrison  sd.  be  built,  it  sh'd  be  at  the  mouth  of  Ken- 
tucky as  the  most  valuable  post,    if  there  sh'd  be  afterwards  troops  to 
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spare,  another  sh'd  be  at  the  mouth  of  Licking  opposite  the  big  Miami,       1781. 

at  Lawrence's  Creek  or  Limestone  Eun:  but  we  seemed  unanimous  that  October  21st 

the  mouth  of  Kentucky,  in  a  war  with  the  Western  &  Lake  Indians, 

was  a  post  of  the  utmost  consequence.     The  sentiments  of  Genl:  Clarke 

were  different  from  ours  in  this  Eespect.     He  imagined  the  Falls  to  be 

a  Post  of  the  first  Importance,  being  as  he  always  expressed  it,  the  Key 

of  the  Country. 

As  I  wish  to  see  military  service  always  properly  husbanded,  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  a  few  reasons  to  your  Excellency,  to  shew  that  keeping 
our  principal  post  at  the  Palls  is  injudiciously  wasting  of  our  strength. 

1st.  The  situation  of  the  Mouth  of  Kentucky  is  more  in  the  Eoad  of 
the  Enemy  in  their  war  Excursions  to  any  part  of  this  Country,  thafi 
any  part  of  the  Ohio  below  that  place,  a  few  Settlements  in  Jefferson 
County  only  excepted. 

2ndly.  The  Eiver  Kentucky  wd.  afford  a  ready  and  cheap  transporta- 
tion of  provisions  which  so  abound  in  the  upper  Settlements,  whereas  if 
the  main  army  staid  at  the  Falls,  an  out-post  at  the  Mouth  of  Kentucky 
wd.  always  kept  close  in  Garrison,  &  being  in  continual  terror  could 
afford  no  protection  towards  transporting  the  provisions  &  rather  be  a 
trap  for  the  exposed  watermen. 

3dly.  The  Mouth  of  Kentucky  must  be  much  healthier  than  tlTe  Falls, 
being  free  from  the  stagnated  pools  which  overspread  the  flat  lands  near 
the  Falls  &  which  every  year  kill  or  incapacitate  for  service  great  num- 
bers of  our  Soldiers. 

To  say  that  the  Falls  is  the  Key  to  this  Country,  seems  to  me  unin- 
telligible. It  is  a  strong  Eapid,  which  may  in  an  age  of  commerce,  be  a 
considerable  obstruction  to  the  navigator,  but  as  we  have  no  Trade,  we 
neither  need,  nor  have  any  keys  to  Trade.  If  it  be  understood  in  a  Mil- 
itary sense,  I  think  it  a  mistaken  appellation,  as  the  Enemy  can  &  do 
pass  with  as  little  molestation  just  above  the  Falls  &  just  below  the  Falls, 
as  they  could  on  any  other  part  of  the  Eiver. 

On  parting  with  Genl :  Clarke  we  expected  to  furnish  assistance  in 
building  the  Garrison  at  the  Mouth  of  Kentucky  from  the  Militia,  but 
expected  it  to  be  built  principally  by  the  Eegulars  &  wholly  garrisoned 
by  them,  since  which  a  Eequisition  has  come  to  Colo :  Logan  and  myself 
to  furnish  Tools  &  build  the  Garrison,  and  afterwards  defend  it  by  men 
drawn  from  the  Body  of  our  militia  until  he  sh'd  have  Leisure  to  relievo 
them,  which  we  are  satisfied  wd.  not  happen  in  any  short  time. 

On  consulting  with  Col:  Logan  we  concluded  to  defer  building  the 
Garrison,  because  we  had  no  intrinching  Tools,  no  professed  Engineers, 
no  money  &  we  conceived  it  to  belong  to  men  who  draw  constant  pay 
to  garrison  it.  The  result  of  our  consultation  we  sent  to  the  General, 
with  a  promise  to  lay  the  matter  before  your  Excellency  or  the  General 
Assembly.  If  the  State  had  no  Troops  on  pay,  we  should  have  no  cause 
to  remonstrate,  but  when  they  have  Troops,  and  those  Troops  kept  in 
the  more  interior  &   secure  posts:  when  so  much  has  already  been 
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1781.       expended:  to  augment  the  Expence  by  putting  the  militia  on  duty  at  a 
October  21st  place  distant  from  60  to  120  miles  from  home,  we  conceive  to  be  impoli- 
tick  &  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  your  Excellency,  to  whom  we  submit 
the  matter. 

A  Recommendation  for  Justices  will  be  handed  your  Excellency  by 
our  delegates,  also  for  several  militia  officers.  If  it  is  not  inconsistant 
with  the  practice,  I  would  wish  for  a  few  Blank  Commissions  to  be  sent 
to  the  Court.  Owing  to  so  great  a  distance  from  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, our  officers  loose  generally  half  a  year  in  the  date  of  their  com- 
missions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect — 
Your  Excellency's,  most  ob't  &  very  h'ble  Serv't." 


October  21st  Gov:  Nelson  TO  "The  Commissary  at  Fredericksburg." 

"Sir, 

Camp  before  This  Day  the  British  Prisoners  were  marched  off  from  York.    In 

about  seven  or  eight  Days  they  will  pass  through  Fredericksburg.  They 
will  there  draw  some  Days  Provisions,  which  you  will  therefore  have 
ready  to  be  delivered  to  them.  The  number  of  men  will  bo  little  short 
of  six  thousand." 


October  21st  Jno:  Todd  jnr:  and  Patterson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Lexington,       There  are  not  magistrates  enough  in  the  County  to  hold  a  Court, 
^y-         They  recommended  certain  persons  last  April,  but  now  request  that 
Nath'l  Hart,  Wm.  Bennet  &  Richd.  Young  be  omitted,  because  they  have 
left  the  County— Suggests  that  Capt:  J.  Constant,  be  put  on  the  Com- 
mission— he  is  known  to  Major  Swearingin,  the  Fayette  Delegate. 


October  21st  CoLo.  AiiTH.  Thornton  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Gloucester  On  his  way  to  that  place  he  was  taken  ill,  consequently  did  not  arrive 
until  Wednesday  evening— Has  been  two  days  trying  to  see  him,  but 
"the  French  General  positively  forbid  my  crossing  over  to  York,  tho'  I 
informed  him  I  had  particular  business  with  you  "—Requests  directions 
as  to  his  proceeding  "to  the  collecting  the  Grain,  Fother  &  Hay  &c." 
concludes,  "permit  me  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  happy 
end  of  the  Seige  &  beleive  me  to  be  with  the  greatest  Esteem." 
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Chas:  Dick  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

October  22d 
He  is  anxious  to  Know  whether  the  Factory  is  to  be  supported — This  Frederic'sb'g 
cannot  be  done  without  money,  a  moderate  supply  of  which  may  answer 
the  purpose  and  thus  be  of  benefit  to  the  State.  Has  already  sent  a 
return  of  the  arms,  made,  repaired  &  received  during  the  last  month, 
but  cannot  expect  much  to  be  done  in  future — concludes,  "the  workmen 
leave  me  to  job  it  about  to  get  a  little  cash  to  cloth  themselves  and  sup- 
port their  familys;  besides,  the  Beef  they  are  obliged  to  eat  is  little 
better  than  carrion,  which  they  will  not  put  up  with,  being  never  used 
to  such  before.  We  got  it  as  the  Commissary's  creatures  will  please  to 
deliver  it;  That  Department  wants  much  to  be  looked  into." 


M.  DE  Tarl^,  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  23d 

"Sir, 

The  reasons  which  induced  your  Excellency  to  undertake  the  sup-  Williamsb'g 
plies  of  provisions  for  the  Army  on  their  Arrival  in  this  State  no  longer 
existing,  I  wish  you  to  lay  open  the  markets,  and  permit  the  Peeple  to 
sell  freely  to  the  Army,  the  Count  de  Eochambeau  intends  to  have  of 
every  Kind  of  Provisions  in  magazines,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  march 
at  the  shortest  notice  to  any  point,  when  it  may  be  necessary.  I  shall 
direct  my  Agents,  Messrs.  Wadsworth  &  Carter  to  make  purchases  of 
your  Agents  of  such  Provisions  &  Forage  as  they  may  have  to  dispose 
of,  and  they  will  Always  prefer  them,  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  expect 
my  Agents  to  be  restrained  from  making  such  Purchases  of  others  as  1 
shall  direct,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  Office 
and  assure  the  service  of  the  Army  under  any  restraints,  experience 
has  taught  and  the  world  are  convinced  that  open  markitts  and  free  Lib- 
erty to  individuals  to  sell,  are  the  only  sure  means  of  supplying  an  Army, 
and  tho'  temporary  regulations  may  be  at  some  times  usefull,  in  General, 
restraining  the  Subject  and  preventing  his  disposeing  of  his  property  in 
his  own  way,  causes  a  withholding,  and  often  real  scarcity.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  marketts  will  be  well  supplied,  when  your  Excellency 
shall  make  it  Known  that  the  Army  of  France  will  purchase  with  ready 
money  such  things  as  they  want  of  those  who  bring  them  to  market, 
and  that  no  interruption  will  be  given  to  them  by  impress  or  Seizure. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

mo:  Obt  &  hble  Servant." 
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1781.  Col:  Chas.  Dabney  to  Col:  Davies. 

October  24tli  "  Dear  Col : 

Camp  near  The  State  Troops  being  almost  naked,  I  have  sent  Capt: 

York       Brown  to  you  with  a  Eeturn  of  the  Eegmt.  to  draw  clothing  for  them. 

I  do  not  expect  to  draw  any  thing  more  for  the  six  months'  men  than 

shoes — without  them  they  will  not  be  able  to  render  any  service  to  the 

State. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yr:  obedient  Servt." 


October  25th  Eph:  Blaine,  Com:  Genl:  oe  Purchases,  to  Gov:  Welson. 

York  Town  Th©  bearer  Mr.  Jackson  is  the  Commissary  of  Issues  to  attend  the 
Prisoners,  and  has  letters  to  Maj  :  Porsyth  requesting  that  some  one  may 
be  appointed  to  make  provision  for  them  at  the  places  of  their  destina- 
tion— He  now  requests  that  Orders  may  be  issued  to  "the  County  Com- 
missarys"  to  furnish  the  necessary  supplies,  until  measures  can  betaken 
for  their  permanent  support. 


October  25th  ChrIS:   Calvert  TO  . 

South  Quay      Having  had  no  copy  of  Laws  for  twelve  months,  desires  information 
upon  certain  matters — viz — 
"  Duty  on  Goods. 
Do  on  Tobacco. 


The  Inspectors  wish  to  know  how  they  are  to  act  respecting  Depreci- 
ation. What  the  Na.  Offieer  is  to  receive  for  taking  list  of  Seamen  to 
be  returned  to  the  War  office — I  daily  expect  some  lime  Juice  &  by  first 
opportunity  will  get  your  opinion  on  it. 

When  is  the  duty  payable  by  the  Importers  ?" 


October  25th  Thos:  Anderson  Dep:  C.  Provisions,  to  Col:  Davies. 

*****  ;^ 

Buckingham  Having  heard  a  "Magazine  of  Provisions"  is  to  be  established  in  that 
part  of  the  County,  he  will  be  glad  to  become  "  Director  of  the  Post." 
The  Houses  at  Irving's  will  do  for  this  purpose,  being  convenient  to  all 
the  Posts  on  the  River,  to  Charlottesville,  Barracks,  Staunton,  New  Lon- 
don, and  to  the  Southern  Army,  there  being  direct  roads  "immediately 
from  the  Store"  to  all  these  places.  There  is  an  abundance  of  timber 
to  make  barrels  for  the  salted  meats— It  would  be  well  to  have  canoes 
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built  and  kept  there  to  transport  stores  down  the  Eiver,  and  to  collect  1781. 
forage,  of  which  there  is  an  abundance  near  the  landings — In  addition  October  25th 
to  this,  should  the  lately  captured  prisoners  be  lodged  either  at  Char- 
lottesville or  Staunton,  they  could  be  supplied,  being  30  miles  from  the 
former  and  40  from  the  latter  place — He  ia  the  more  anxious  to  secure 
this  position  "  as  the  Comm'r  for  a  County  has  so  much  business  in 
riding"  that  he  cannot  stand  it,  and  has  already  requested  the  Com: 
Genl:  to  appoint  another  in  his  place. 


"W.  Fontaine  to  .  October  26th 

"Dear  Sir, 

Major  Penn  gives  me  an  opportunity,  the  first  I  have  met  with,  Kichmond 
since  the  glorious  event  of  congratulating  you  on  the  surrender  of  York, 
which  I  do  with  all  imaginable  cordiality.  I  had  the  happiness  to  see 
that  British  Army  which  so  lately  spread  dismay  &  desolation  thro'  all 
our  Country,  march  forth  on  the  20th  instant,  at  3-o-clock,  thro'  our 
whole  army,  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  at  about  twenty  yards  distance,  & 
return  disrobed  of  all  their  terrors,  so  humbled  &  so  struck  at  the  appear- 
ance of  our  Troops,  that  their  knees  seemed  to  tremble,  and  you  could 
not  see  a  platoon  that  marched  in  any  order.  Such  a  noble  figure  did 
our  army  make,  that  I  scarce  know  which  drew  my  attention  most. 
You  could  not  have  heard  a  whisper  or  seen  the  least  motion  throughout 
our  whole  line,  but  every  countenance  was  erect,  &  expressed  a  serene 
cheerfulness.  Cornwallis  pretended  to  be  ill,  &  imposed  the  mortifying 
duty  of  leading  forth  the  captives  on  General  O'Hara.  Their  own 
officers  acknowledged  them  to  be  the  flower  of  the  British  troops,  yet  1 
do  not  think  they  at  all  exceeded  in  appearance  our  own,  or  the  French. 
The  latter,  you  may  be  assured  are  very  different  from  the  ideas  formerly 
inculcated  in  us,  of  a  people  living  on  frogs  &  coarse  vegetables. 

Finer  troops  I  never  saw.  His  Lordship's  defence,  I  think,  was  rather 
feeble — His  surrender  was  eight  or  ten  days  sooner  than  the  most  san- 
guine expected,  tho'  his  force  &  resources  were  much  greater  than  we 
conceived.  He  had  at  least  a  fortnight's  provisions,  &  1000  barrels  of 
powder  left,  beside  a  magazine,  that  'tis  supposed  was  blown  up  with 
design  during  the  negotiation  for  the  surrender.  The  whole  of  the 
prisoners  of  war  amount  to  6,800,  exclusive  of  sailors  and  marines, 
which  with  the  shipping  belong  to  the  French,  &  the  refugees,  merchants 
&  followers  of  their  army.  The  shipping  of  every  sort  is  about  seventy 
sail,  tho'  a  great  many  are  sunk.  Of  brass  ordnance  we  have  taken 
eighty  odd — of  iron  120 — muskets,  7313  fit  for  service,  beside  a  great 
number  in  unopened  boxes  &  of  old  arms.  Of  horse  about  300  accou- 
tred :  there  must  be  more  horse  accoutrements,  but  I  have  not  seen  a  par- 
ticular return  from  Gloucester  where  the  horse  lay.  The  military  chest 
amounts  to  only  800  guineas.     Merchants'  stores  are  subject  to  the  pre- 


568  CALEJSTDAE  OP  STATE  PAPBES. 


1781.  emption  of  our  army  at  a  reasonable  price  for  such  articles  as  suit 
October  26th  them ;  the  remainder  they  are  allowed  three  months  to  effect  the  sale 
of,  then  are  to  give  their  parole  and  clear  out.  Tories  are  subject  to  be 
treated  by  our  laws.  The  20th  of  next  month  has  been  appointed  for 
that  purpose.  A  small  proportion  of  ofScers  are  to  remain  with  the 
prisoners,  the  rest  are  to  be  paroled  to  New-York.  A  flag  ship  is  allowed 
Cornwallis,  to  carry  him  to  JSfew  York,  thence  I  believe  he  goes  home. 
His  flag  ship  is  not  to  be  searched — The  ofScers  retain  their  side  arms 
&  baggage  &  the  soldiers  their  knapsacks.  They  marched  out  with 
drums  muffled  &  colors  furled  &  crossed.  All  property  taken  from  inhab- 
itants by  the  British  is  liable  to  be  claimed  by  them.  In  consequence 
Master  Tarleton  met  with  a  most  severe  mortification,  the  day  before 
yesterday.  The  Hero  was  prancing  thro'  the  streets  of  York  on  a  very 
fine,  elegant  horse,  and  was  met  by  a  spirited  young  fellow  of  the 
country,  who  stopped  him,  challenged  the  horse,  &  ordered  him  instantly 
to  dismount.  Tarleton  halted  &  paused  awhile  thro'  confusion,  then 
told  the  lad,  if  it  was  his  horse,  he  supposed  he  must  be  given  up,  but 
insisted  to  ride  him  some  distance  out  of  town  to  dine  with  a  Prench 
officer.  This  was  more,  however,  than  Mr.  Giles  was  disposed  to  indulge 
him  in,  having  been  forced,  when  he  &  his  horse  were  taken,  to  travel 
good  part  of  a  night  on  foot  at  the  point  of  a  bayonet — he  therefore 
refused  to  trust  him  out  of  his  sight  &  made  him  dismount  in  the  midst 
of  the  street  crowded  with  spectators.  Many  such  instances  have 
since  happened  on  the  road.  The  people  who  have  been  insulted,, 
abused,  nay,  ruined  by  them,  give  them  no  quarter — I  have  not  seen  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  but  have  given  you  the  substance,  as  well  as  I 
can  recollect  from  such  as  have  read  them. 

We  are  surely  to  have  a  garrison  at  York, — whether  Prench  or  Ameri- 
can was  not  known,  when  I  left  York,  the  day  before  yesterday — Some 
troops  are  to  go  to  the  Southward.  'Tis  supposed  the  Prench  fleet  &  most 
of  their  troops  will  go  to  the  West  Indies — Tho'  all  is  conjecture  &  will 
probably  remain  so  to  all,  but  the  Count  de  G-rasse  &  Gen:  Washington. 
The  General  had  been  aboard  the  Admiral  for  some  days  past,  as  I  came 
away  something  of  consequence  I  suspect,  was  projecting  between  them. 
The  troops  at  Portsmouth  are  levelling,  to  prevent  the  British  taking 
post  there.  Nothing  certain  of  a  British  fleet.  They  have  lost,  'tis 
said,  Bengali  &  Madras  in  the  East  Indies,  by  the  powerful  exertions  of 
Hyder  Ali,  in  favour  of  the  French.  Cornwallis,  I  am  well  assured,  pre- 
vious to  his  surrender,  acknowledged  to  the  Secretary,  that  the  Capture 
of  his  Army  would  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The  same  sentiment  was 
expressed  to  me  by  two  of  his  officers,  &  I  learn  from  an  intelligent 
inhabitant  of  York,  generally  prevailed  among  them. 

That  General  Lesly  with  all  the  crew,  perished  in  the  passage  from 
Wilmington  to  Charles  Town,  in  the  Blonde  Frigate  in  ore  est  omnium. 

I  certainly  embark  for  Europe  the  soonest  a  passage  can  be  had,  per- 
haps three  or  four  weeks  hence,  tho'  I  believe  I  shall  be  forced  to  take 
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the  "West  Indies  in  the  way  &  probably  may  winter  there.     My  love  to       1781. 
my  good  sisters  &  families.     My  best  respects  to  Mr.  Armstead  &  all  my  October  26th 
relations  and  friends  in  your  country — Farewell — farewell !     The  good 
Doctor,  Parson  Cole  &  all — I  have  commissioned  a  gentleman,  to  get  Mr. 
Holmes  a  hat  from  York.     Mrs.  Walker  has  recovered  her  two  negroes, 
&  my  mother  her  one. 

The  French  fleet  &  all  our  troops  are  under  sailing  &  marching  orders. 
If  Major  Holston  is  with  you,  let  him  know  Mr.  Burrows  from  his  state 
has  his  servant  that  he  wrote  about. 

I  enclose  two  yards  of  ribbon  for  my  Sister  Sarah  &  two  for  Sister 
Mary,  or  in  her  absence,  little  Bess. — trophies  from  York — Had  the 
stores  been  open,  I  would  have  dealt  more  largely,  tho'  they  are  strictly 
guarded,  &  general  orders  against  any  thing  being  sold  'till  the  Army  is 
supplied — ^All  health  &  happiness  to  you  and  yours,  &  all  with  you. 
Your  affectionate  friend  &  Servant. 
&c  &c. 


Jos:  Holmes*  to  Col:  "Wm.  Davies.  October  26th 

"Dear  Sir,     , 

I  have  this  day  Officially  received  information  that  five  &  Winchester 
twenty  Hundred  of  the  prisoners  lately  captured  at  York  are  allotted  to 
be  sent  to  this  Place,  and  a  sufficient  Guard  to  be  furnished  from  the 
Counties,  Frederick,  Berkeley,  Hampshire,  and  Shannandoh,  which  can 
not  consist  of  much  less  than  350  men — the  Governour  wrote  Colo.  John 
Smith  on  the  Subject  of  Procuring  the  Guard,  and  giving  all  the  assist- 
ance he  possibly  could  in  the  procuring  provisions,  but  as  he  is  not  in  the 
County,  that  business  falls  upon  Colo.  David  Kennedy  &  myself — as  the 
calls  of  my  Office  as  Commissary  of  Pris'rs  will  require  me  to  be  cheifly 
on  the  spot,  I  have  determined  to  take  the  command  of  the  Guard, 
should  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Executive,  and  have  made  bold  to  trouble 
you  to  communicate  the  matter  to  them,  which  will  much  oblige,  Sir, 
Your  most  obt.  Hble  Servt. 


Col:  Jos:  Holmes  to  Gov:  Nelson.  October  26th 

His  letter  to  Col :  John  Smith  relative  to  providing  quarters  for  the  Winchester 
Prisoners  to  be  sent  to  that  place  had  been  shewn  to  him.     The  Bar- 
racks he  had  built  last  spring  near  Winchester  will  hold  with  conve- 
nience about  eight  hundred  men  only,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  have 
cabins  built  for  twenty-five  hundred  by  the  people  in  the  neighborhood 

*Col:  Holmes  was  on  the  1st  November  following,  appointed  to  the  Command  of 
this  guard, 
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1781.       in  as  much  as  the  workmen  have  never  been  paid  for  the  cabins  already 
October  26th  erected — He  suggests,  as  the  most  eligible  way,  that  the  Prisoners  be 
made  to  build  them,  themselves. 


October  26th      Wm.  McCraw,  A.  D.  Q.  Master,  enters  complaint  against  John  Buck- 
Peylonsburg  ley  Com :  of  Prov :  for  Pittsylvania,  as  being  "  a  clog  to  every  branch  of 
public  business"  depending  on  him. 


October  27th  Oliver  Pollock  to  Gov:  Nelson,  expressing  his  great  surprise  and 
mortification  that  his  Bills  on  the  State  of  Virginia,  drawn  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  for  the  large  sums  advanced  by  himself,  and  by 
which  alone  the  Troops  and  Military  Posts  in  the  Western  Country 
had  been  supported,  and  that  region  thereby  conquered  and  secured, 
had  been  dishonored  on  the  ground  that  he  (Pollock)  was  not  the 
accredited  Agent  of  the  State. 

New  Orleans  Sets  forth  the  distressed  state  of  his  family  in  consequence  of  these 
advances — Is  constrained  however  to  make  every  effort  to  recover  his 
dues,  in  view  of  the  ruin  in  which  he  and  his  creditors  must  be  involved, 
unless  he  can  succeed. 


October  29th  CoL :  Thos  :  Nbwton  to  Col  :  Da  VIES,  making  enquiry  as  to  where  to 
send  the  cannon,  now  removing  from  South  Quay  to  Nansemond 
Eiver. 

Norfolk  If  they  are  to  go  up  Jas :  Eiver  large  open  flats  will  do,  but  if  up  the 
Bay  decked  vessels  will  be  necessary — They  will  all  be  at  the  Landing 
shortly,  as  he  has  ordered  "three  more  carriages  and  20  oxen" — Hopes 
not  to  be  Kept  long  from  his  home  in  town,  where  he  desires  to  enjoy 
himself  as  formerly,  and  wishes  not  to  put  the  State  to  any  greater 
expence  than  shall  be  necessary  to  finish  this  work. 


October  30th  Col;  John  Jones,  "most  heartily"  congratulates  the  Governor  "on  our 
Brunswick  late  glorious  success  at  York."  Under  the  late  Orders  he  has  kept  one 
^°-  fourth  of  the  militia  of  the  County  constantly  in  the  field,  but  has  lately 
heard  that  his  Excellency  had  since  ordered  their  discharge,  except 
seventy  five ;  not  having  rec'd  any  instructions  since  the  siege  of  York, 
he  feels  obliged  to  trouble  his  Excellency  for  information  on  this  subject; 
whether  he  is  to  send  any  more  men,  to  what  place,  and  in  what  num- 
bers. 
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Jno:  Swann  to  Col:  Davies,   informing   him,  that  there  is  a  large       1781. 
quantity  of  "seconds  &  shorts  on  hand,"  which  for  want  of  barrels  October  30th 
could  not  be  sent  down,  and  lying  in  bulk  so  long  is  spoiled;  also 
some  flour  hid  while  the  Enemy  was  up,  got  wet  and  damaged. 

Eecommends  it  all  be  sold — Col:  White's  Eegiment  of  Dragoons  had    Powhatan 
consumed  a  large  quantity  of  flour  he  sent  "over  James  Eiver  when  the         ^°' 
enemy  were  threatening  his  neighborhood. 


Colo:  Charles  T.  Lewis,  enclosing  "Eeturn  of  clothing,  ammunition  October  31st 
&  arms" — Eegrets  the  clothing  "fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British."  Albemarle 


David  Eoss  to  the  Governor.  October  31st 

"Sir, 

It  was  not  untill  yesterday  that  General  orders  were  issued  for        York 
opening  the  stores — each  officer  in  the  army  is  to  receive  £20's  worth  of 
goods. 

I  thought  it  was  your  Excellency's  sentiments  then,  that  the  State 
officers  (not  upon  Continental  Estab'mt)  should  be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing,  and  in  consequence  of  what  passed  between  you  &  Genl :  Wash- 
ington at  parting. 

I  am  now  purchasing  as  many  necessaries  as  will  put  them  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  rest  of  the  army.  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to 
deliver  these  Goods  without  your  orders.  The  officers  are  very  anxious 
to  take  them  here,  as  it  will  save  them  much  trouble  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  directions  upon  this  point. 

I  find  among  the  traders  here  some  men  who  are  really  objects  of 
compassion,  and  'tis  from  motives  of  humanity  that  I  trouble  your 
Excellency  about  them,  long  convinced  that  they  are  inoffensive  in  their 
conduct — One  of  them,  a  Mr.  Hastie  lived  long  in  this  County  &  left  it 
ab:  20  yrs:  ago — His  misfortunes  in  course  of  this  War  has  reduced  him 
to  Bankruptcy,  he  wishes  to  have  his  parole  extended  into  the  county 
where  he  formerly  lived  &  has  some  property. 

A  Mr.  Snodgrass  is  in  similar  circumstances — ^two  or  three  others  are 
sick,  the  others  I  will  say  nothing  for — If  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  extend  the  paroles  of  these  unfortunate  people  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favour — By  the  inclosed  letter*  you'll  see  Genl :  Washington's  senti- 
ments relative  to  it. 

I  find  Mr.  Newton  has  furnished  but  little  value  to  the  French  Fleet. 
Mr.  Morris  has  not  delivered  much  to  the  Agents  of  the  Army — I  am 
like  to  be  m,uch  distressed  to  pay  for  the  two  ships  I  purchased. 

*Not  found. 
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1781.  The  French  Fleet  are  all  hurry  &  confusion,  geting  ready  to  go  out. 

October  31st  The  British  Fleet  are  off  the  Capes  26.  Sail  of  the  line,  10  frigates,  with 
some  transports  having  on  board  5,000  troops. 

I  write  this  in  utmost  haste  &  have  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am  with 
the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  humbl.  Servant." 


October  31st  Wm.  Christian  Comm'r  encloses  to  Col :  "Wm.  Davies,  list  of  estray  horses, 

with  valuation  thereof — viz. 


Charles  City 
Co. 


'One  sorrel  horse  taken  from  anegroe — 16  years  old — praised  to  £600 
One  sorrel  do:  from  John  Harwood — praised  to  £4000." 


October  —  Saml  :  JoNES,  A.  Q.  master  enclosing  to  David  Jameson,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  Cash  paid,  under  orders  of  Gov :  Nelson  for  special  purposes 
from  Aug:  5th  to  Oct:  20th— 1781— viz  £1.614.209— 


October  —  "  The  Reply  of  the  British  Merchants  and  Traders,  that  are  within  the 
Garrisons  of  York  and  Gloucester,  to  the  proposals  made  by  Colo: 
Tim  Pickering,  Quarter  Master  General,  for  the  purchase  of  such 
articles  of  merchandize,  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Allied 
Army^" 

"The  Allied  Army  agreeable  to  the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  is 
undoubtedly  to  have  the  preemption  of  the  Goods  and  Merchandize 
within  the  Garrisons  of  York  and  Gloucester;  but  untill  the  quantity 
and  quality  proposed  to  be  taken^  is  known ;  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
furnishing  that  quantity,  we  cannot  with  propriety  establish  any  rule, 
by  which  to  fix  a  general  price. 

If  all  the  goods  on  hand  are  taken,  one  hundred"  pr:  cent  Sterling  on 
the  invoices  exhibited  will  be  accepted — but  if  only  a  part  is  wanted,  as 
by  that  means  our  goods  will  be  dissorted,  a  higher  advance  will  be 
expected. 

The  goods  purchased  in  America,  and  where  there  is  no  Sterling 
invoice,  shall  be  extended  in  Sterling  by  two  persons,  mutually  chosen 
for  that  purpose. 

Our  Situation  requires  that  the  payment  should  be  immediate  and  in 
Specie  at  the  rate  of  twenty  one  Shillings  Sterg.  pr:  Guinea,  or  four 
shillings  and  six  pence  Sterling  a  Spanish  Dollar,  but  if  it  is  found  incon- 
venient to  pay  in  Specie,  we  will  accept  payment  in  Yirginia  Tobacco  at 
the  following  prices  viz:  For  what  is  inspected  at  the  warehouses  on 
upper  James  &  York  rivers,  twenty  Shillings  Sterling  per  hundred,  and 
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for  what  is  inspected  on  Eappahannock,  above  Port  Eoyal,  and  on  Potow- 
maek  above  Aquia  Creek,  at  the  rate  of  Sixteen  Shillings  Sterling  pr: 
Hundred,  provided  it  is  merchantable,  and  of  the  present  and  last  inspec- 
tions, to  be  delivered  at  York  Town,  in  the  course  of  six  months  with 
Interest,  at  the  rate  of  five  pr:  cent:  pr:  Annum,  from  the  day  of  sale, 
and  liberty  to  transport  the  Same,  under  the  sanction  of  a  Flag  of  truce 
to  New  York,  from  whence  we  presume  vessels  must  be  sent  to  carry  it 
off. 

Certificates  shall  be  granted  by  persons,  duly  authorized  to  each 
Trader,  for  the  Goods  he  shall  furnish,  entitling  him  to  receive  payment, 
as  above  mentioned. 

Should  the  transaction  not  be  compleated,  before  the  time  allowed  the 
British  merchants  to  remain  in  the  United  States,  expires ;  or  should  any 
of  them  incline  to  leave  the  States  after  the  delivery  of  their  Goods, 
they  shall  be  allowed  to  appoint  Attornies  in  fact,  to  negotiate  the  said 
business  for  them,  who  shall  have  power  &  authority  to  transact  the 
same  to  the  full  extent  &  meaning  of  this  Contract;  and  permission 
should  also  be  granted  for  some  of  them  to  return  with  the  Vessels  that 
are  to  receive  the  Tobacco. 

In  behalf  of  the  British  merchants  in  the  Garrisons  of  York  and 
Gloucester. 

JAMBS  EOBINSON 
DAVID  TBLFAIE— 

JOHN  Mcculloch 

JOHN  LICKLY." 
(Copy.) 
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October  — 


Jno:  Pierce  to  the  Governor.  Novem'r  1st 

Having  never  been  informed  as  to  where  the  Army  will  winter,  or 
whether  it  will  remain  in  Virginia,  he  is  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed,  in 
regard  to  the  large  amounts  of  provisions  on  hand. 

The  lateness  of  the  season  will  require  that  the  beeves  be  Killed  and 
Salted,  if  salt  can  be  gotten,  especially  as  the  Continental  service  will 
probably  want  no  move  alive.  He  therefore  requests  instructions  on  this 
head,  and  whether  he  is  to  send  provisions  to  Winchester  for  the  Pris- 
oners there. 
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1781.  Col:  Francis  Taylor  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies,  in  reply  to  his  of  the  10th 
Novem'r  1st  August,  not  received  until  "some  time  last  month,"  and  giving  the 
information,  "that  the  soldiers  of  the  late  Eegt.  of  Guards  were 
enlisted.  Some  to  Guard  the  Convention  prisoners  during  their  stay- 
in  Virginia,  others  only  for  their  stay  in  Albemarle,  and  some  for  lim- 
ited terms. 

Orange  Co.  The  last  of  them  were  discharged  at  Watkins'  Perry  the  9th  June, 
where  the  Prisoners  crossed  into  Maryland."  "As  to  the  return  of 
Arms,  The  Q.  Master  accounts  that 

423  were  sent  to  Colo.  Muter  at  Eiehmond  last  Pall. 
162  left  at  Barracks  when  we  marched  & 
150  Returned  to  the  Q.  Master  at  Winchester  & 
I  believe  were  put  into  the  hands  of  drafts.'' 
A  few  carried  off  by  deserters,  and  some  lost  by  carelessness  of  soldiers. 


Novem'r  1st      James  Price  informs  Col:  Davies,  there  "are  near  three  hundred  stand 

Staunton     of  old  muskets  in  Colo.  Sampson  Mathews'  cellar,"  put  there  by  Capt 

Bohannan  in  June  last — They  will  be  ruined  by  the  rust  unless  removed. 


(Circular.) 

Novem'r  2a  JOHN  PlBROE  COMR.  StATE  OF  Va.  TO  COTJNTT  COMMISSIONERS. 

"Sir, 
Richmond  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  returns  shuld  be  made  by  the  Com- 

missioners, as  soon  as  the  present  month  expires.  You  will  therefore 
prepare  your  Accts.  from  the  8th  of  Sept:  to  the  end  of  the  present 
month  and  send  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the  expiration  thereof. 
Mr.  John  Brown  also  requests  you  will  make  an  immediate  return  to 
him,  of  your  proceedings  before  the  8th  of  Sept : — 1  herewith  send  you 
a  proper  plan  for  your  returns,  one  of  which  is  for  the  receivables,  and 
the  other  for  the  deliveries — Seperate  from  these,  you  will  send  your 
cash  acct.,  attended  with  the  vouchers  for  the  delivery  of  the  provisions 
&  ca.  collected  by  you.  You  will  also  send  an  acct.  of  the  claims,  if  any, 
for  assistants,  Cart  or  Waggon  hire,  Plour  Barrels  &e,  in  order  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made,  to  discharge  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  must 
intreat  you  not  to  fail  making  your  returns  agreeable  to  this  requisition, 
so  that  I  may  be  able  to  make  timely  returns  to  the  Board  of  Auditors. 
You  will  distinguish  the  Speciflck  Grain  in  your  returns. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obt." 
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Col:  G.  Carrington,  makes  return  to  Col :  Davies  of  the  military  stores,       1781. 
recruits  and  clothing  of  the  County — Incomplete,  because  Colo.  Skip-  Novem'r  2d 
with  who  rec'd  part  of  the  articles  was  absent  in  the  service,  and  could  Cumberland 
not  supply  the  items — "There  are  two  delinquents,  one  for  a  pr:  of         ^°' 
shoes,  who  is  dead,  however  they  will  be  collected,  the  other  for  two  pr : 
stockings,  for  which  a  prosecution  is  commenced,  and  am  in  hopes  of 
recovering  the  stockings  soon." 


Capt:  John  Pryor  to  Col:  Davies.  Novem'r  2d 

"Dear  Sir, 

I  have  collected  all  the  Arms  &e  left  by  the  militia  at  this  York  Town 
place  and  Seawells  in  Gloucester,     these  at  the  latter  place  are  without 
a  guard,  deposited  in  a  Dairy,  and  have  been  waiting  impatiently  for 
orders  what  to  do  with  them."       *  *  *  * 

*  *  "  The  captured  arms  are  now  on  their  way  to 

Eichmond — Hoping  that  you  will  be  speedy  in  your  determination, 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  mo :  ob.  Servant. 

P.  S.  The  number  of  arms  are  2000  at  the  forementioned  places — 
Capt:  Bowne  has  gone  up  with  the  escort  to  the  prisoners,  and  a  con- 
ductor to  each  division,  to  dispose  of  the  arms  &c — as  he  may  be 
directed." 


Col:  Thos:  Newton  Jne:  to  Gov:  Nelson,  at  Eichmond.  Novem'r2d 

He  has  offered  to  sell  all  the  cattle  collected  by  the  Commissioners,  to  Norfolk 
the  French  Agent  for  their  Fleet,  but  they  decline  taking  any  more — 
Asks  for  instructions  what  to  do  with  them  as  they  "are  wasting  daily 
&  expect  many  will  die — he  has  sold  some  "  too  poor  to  be  eaten" — 
Continues,  "Many  cattle  were  brought  in  here  &  sold  by  the  refugees 
which  (I)  have  taken  from  the  purchasers  &  added  to  the  publick  stock. 
I  am  not  certain  whether  it  was  right,  but  am  sure  it  was  justice,  as  it 
encouraged  the  refugees  to  plunder  and  bring  them  in,  having  a  ready 
sale.  Will  your  Bxcely:  be  pleased  to  give  directions  that  they  be  taken 
by  the  Commiss'rs  &  either  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick,  or  let 
them  be  made  use  of  by  the  troops  stationed  here,  the  horses  also  left 
by  the  Enemy  will  perish  if  they  are  not  sold,  if  they  were  disposed  of 
as  they  are  taken  they  wou'd  bring  something  to  the  public,  but  now 
they  are  pastured  &  will  starve — all  too  poor  for  present  uses." 
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1781.  Chas.  Dick  to  Col:  Davies. 

Novem'r  2d  "Sir, 

Prederic'sb'g  I  received  your  favour  of  the  27th  Octo'r,  and  am  sorry  matters 

are  so  deranged  that  no  money  is  to  be  had.  there  is  nothing  almost, 
but  what  may  be  done  with  it,  and  at  reasonable  Eates,  but  without,  It 
is  very  Difficult — I  have  however  got  some  workmen  and  others,  still  to 
trust  me,  giving  them  an  absolute  assurance,  they  shall  not  be  put  off 
with  certificates.  Altho'  our  late  Success  has  been  great,  we  neverthe- 
less shou'd  be  prepared  for  the  Thieves  in  case  they  come  again. 

I  received  an  Order  of  the  2l8t  Sept'r  to  deliver  all  the  Eepair'd  arms 
to  Genl:  Spotswood's  Q'r  Master.  I  am  happy  he  has  not  call'd  for  one 
musket  yet,  as  a  number  of  men  and  Horses  have  been  Screen'd  from 
military  services  by  that  Cloud  Cap'd  Legion,  in  the  Time  of  our  greatest 
distress." 

^H  :}:  :f:  :f;  :):  :|e 

have  the  pleasure  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
Sir,  you  most  obed.,  H'ble  Servant." 


Novem'r  2d  PETITION  or  Wm.  Short  TO  THE  EXECUTIVE  to  be  examined  for  a  License 
to  Practice  Law — with  certificates  from  Thos:  Jefferson  and  Geo: 
Wythe  respectively,  that  they  have  examined  the  said  Wm.  Short, 
"at  the  desire  of  the  Executive,"  and  report  that  he  is  fully  qual- 
ified &c. 

Mr.  Wythe  says  "Prom  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  some  standing 
with  Mr.  W.  Short,  and  from  several  exercises  I  have  heard  him  perform,  I 
am  fully  persuaded,  and  accordingly  report  it,  as  my  opinion,  that  he  is 
duly  qualified  to  practice  the  law  as  an  Attorney." 


Novem'r  3d  CoL:  G.  Oarrington  Jnr:,  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  under  the  2  pr:  ct: 
Tax,  about  300  lbs  Hemp  remains  on  hand  unsold. 

Cumberland      The  Comm'rs  will  be  obliged  for  instructions,  how  to  dispose  of  it, — 
^°-         there  being  a  sufficiency  of  money  raised  to  pay  the  bounties  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  County. 


Novem'r  3d  CoL:  James  Barbour  to  the  Executive,  desiring  to  know  whether  the 
orders  requiring  one  fourth  the  militia  to  be  kept  in  the  field  are 
still  in  force. 

CulpeperOo.  He  has  had  no  instructions  since  he  "  march'd  the  last  detachment" 
from  his  County  to  York,  or  since  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  and 
awaits  further  instructions  before  the  10th  of  Nov:  when  another  fourth 
are  ordered  to  meet. 
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Major  J.  Nelson  to  Gov:  Nelson — afOffleyHo:"  1781. 

"Dear  Sir,  Novem'r  3d 

Tour  Indisposition,  when  I  was  at  your  house  the  other  Day, 
prevented  my  mentioning  to  you  many  things,  relative  to  my  Corps,  the 
situation  of  which  at  present  is  truly  distressing :  The  men  of  which  it 
is  composed,  are  chiefly  Eecrults  &  naked  as  they  generally  are,  this 
being  the  Time  when  they  should  receive  their  Winter  Clothing;  add  to 
this,  the  general  want  of  Clokes  &  Blankets,  without  which  thej'  must 
starve  at  Winchester:  but  the  cause  of  my  uneasiness  for  them  princi- 
pally arises  from  the  appearance  off  the  Small-Pox,  in  the  natural  way: 
two  of  the  men  were  left  very  ill  below,  with  it — three  have  broke  out 
since  they  came  up,  &  many  others  have  the  symptoms  of  it,  so  I  fear 
we  shall  not  only  spread  that  Disorder  along  the  Eoad,  but  probably 
loose  many  valuable  men. 

The  Gleeb  House,  near  Hanover  Town,  at  which  we  are  stationed  is 
so  detached  from  any  other  Plantation,  that  I  shall  put  all  the  sick  men 
at  it,  and  with  your  approbation  will  have  those  who  have  not  had  it, 
inoculated." 

*  *  *  "I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Yr:  afft:  kinsman." 


Capt:  Nath'l  Terry,  10th  Va.  Eegt.  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies,  praying  for  Novem'r  4th 
his  pay,  not  having  had  "a  farthing  of  his  wages  since  Nov'r  1779. 

Is  "a  prisoner  and  a  suffering  soldier." 


Col:  J.  Stme  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  Colo:  Edmonds,  in  charge  of  Kovem'r  4th 
prisoners  from  York  had  left  two  hundred  &  forty  of  them  disabled,  in  New  Castle 
the  County,  with  orders  to  him  to  furnish  a  guard  over  them  to  Win- 
chester. But  he  is  unable  to  get  arms  or  ammunition  for  the  guard,  or 
scarcely  a  wagon, — ox-carts  must  be  used — was  not  aware,  before  this, 
how  completely  the  people  had  given  up  their  arms  for  the  army — These 
have  not  been  returned  since  the  surrender  at  York. 


Eob't  Andrews,  Sec'y,  to  the  Gov'r.  Novem'r  5th 

Ordering  John  Scott  Esq'r  of  Albemarle   to  discontinue  collecting    Richmond 
wheat  &c — to  prepare  for  public  use  what  he  has  on  hand,  unless  the 
People  will  consent  to  take  it  back.    He  will  cease  making  contracts 
for  any  more  grain  or  flour. 
73 
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1781.  David  Jameson  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Novem'r  5th  "  D'r  Sir, 

York  Agreeable  to  your  desire,  and  at  the  request  of  Gen :  Washington, 

I  wrote  to  the  Comd'g  OflSeer  of  Gloucester  County,  the  Slst  ult:  for 
300  militia  to  take  charge  of  such  of  the  British  in  Glou'r  Town  as  were 
able  to  march  to  Fred'sburg :  At  the  same  time  I  desired  Maj:  Clai- 
borne to  make  use  of  the  powers  given  him,  by  you  and  impress  all  the 
Eiver  Craft  &  their  hands,  in  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  to  come  imme- 
diately to  Gloucester,  to  transport  such  of  the  sick  &  wounded  as  could 
not  travel  by  Land  to  Todds — And  wrote  to  the  Com'd'g  OfiScers  of 
King  William  &  King  &  Queen  to  furnish  such  a  number  of  their  militia 
as  Mr.  Claiborne's  Agents  should  ask  for  as  guards  to  the  vessels,  not 
exceeding  twenty  from  each  County. 

On  the  3d  inst:  Genl:  Washington  found  it  convenient  to  put  such  of 
the  prisoners  as  could  then  travel  under  guard  of  a  Eegt.  of  Eegulars, 
&  they  marched  that  day  for  Fredbg:  as  you  will  see  by  the  Genl's  let- 
ter w'th — None  of  the  Flats  or  other  Vessels  have  yet  appeared,  which 
I  am  very  sorry  for. 

Count  Eochambault  is  anxious  to  get  the  sick  away,  that  he  may  send 
part  of  his  Troops  to  Gloucester — And  I  think  it  right  before  the  French 
Fleet  leaves  the  Bay,  lest  some  British  ships  shuld  then  make  a  visit  to 
York  Eiver.  I  should  have  been  at  Eichmond  by  this  time  had  I  not 
waited  to  see  the  sick  &  wounded  moved — T  now  fear  the  business  will 
take  up  too  much  time,  and  wish  a  quarter  master,  or  some  person  prop- 
erly authorized  may  be  sent  immediately  to  attend  to  it.  T  imagine  you 
will  give  directions  to  the  Commissary  to  lay  in  provs.  at  Todds  for  the 
Sick  &  the  Guards,  and  give  every  other  order  yoii  may  think  neces- 
sary on  the  occasion.  To-morrow  the  Comm'y  of  Prisoners  is  to  report 
how  many  will  in  a  day  or  two,  be  able  to  march — If  that  number  is 
small,  as  I  fear  it  will,  I  shall  discharge  the  militia,  ordered  to  assemble 
in  Gloucester,  and  shall  then  set  out  for  Eichmond — I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  highest  respect  &  esteem 

Yr:  Excellency's 

mo:  obt  Servant." 


Novem'r  6th  JOSEPH  HoLMES  Dep  :  CoM :   Genl  OF  Prisonees  TO  CoL :  Davies,  in 

reply  to  his  of  the  12th  ult :  just  received. 

Winchester  He  has  never  received  a  prisoner  from  Major  Eose,  answering  the 
description  given,— and  only  125  altogether,  British  and  Hessians,  and 
two  S.  Carolina  Loyalists— About  thirty  Tories  on  their  march  had 
escaped — He  had  had  also  a  considerable  number  of  North  Carolina  militia 
who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  enemy — About  twenty  of  them  died 
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at  that  place,  and  the  remainder  were  sent  with  the  Cowpen  Prisoners       1781. 
to  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvania.  Novem'r  6th 

The  Prisoners  taken  at  York,  allotted  to  Winchester  had  arrived  the 
previous  Evening — Concludes  "I  am  much  Harrased  by  the  Officers  to 
find  them  Quarters  at  the  Expence  of  the  U.  Stales — this  I  have  refused 
them,  as  I  find  by  enquiring  at  some  Officers  of  ours  that  was  Prisrs.  in 
Charles  Town,  that  they  were  oblig'd  to  find  their  own  Quarters — those 
who  could  not  get  into  the  Barracks,  the  number  of  Pris'rs  is  about  21 
hundred,  exclusive  of  40  officers  that  are  now  here  for  the  purpose  of 
witnessing  the  treatment  of  the  Privates — it  will  require  100  Cabbins 
more  than  is  built — I  could  have  them  cheifly  done  by  the  Prisrs.,  could 
tools  and  waggons  be  furnished,  that  seems  to  be  impossible,  unless  I 
can  do  it  at  my  own  expence,  as  no  person  here  will  Trust  the  Public 
with  a  shilling's  worth,  and  paper  money  has  no  Kind  of  circulation  in 
this  side  the  blue  ridge.  About  1000  of  the  Prisoners  are  oblig'd  to  camp 
out.  I  wish  the  Executive  would  take  the  matter  into  their  considera- 
tion— Excuse  this  hasty  scrawl  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest 

respect  Sir, 

Yr:  most  ob't,  most  H'ble  Serv't." 


Circular,  sent  bt  Order  "to  Gen:  Lawson,  Col:  E.  H.  Lee,  &  Col:  Novem'r  6th 

Barbour." 

"Sir, 

There  being  no  longer  a  necessity  for  making  use  of  extraordinary    Kichmond 

means  for  the  Subsistence  of  the  Army,  the  Governor  has  directed  me 

to  express  to  you  his  acknowledgments  for  the  assistance  you  have  given 

to  the  Public,  at  a  Time  when  it  was  much  wanted  &  also  to  inform  you 

that  the  common  method  of  obtaining  supplies,  are  sufficient  to  answer 

all  Purposes.    He  requests  the  Favour  of  you  to  make  him  acquainted 

with  the  diiferent  Articles  collected  under  your  Directions,   not  yet 

delivered. 

By  Order  &c 

E.  A—" 


To  Genl:  Weedon^  Novem'r  6th 

"Sir, 

It  being  thought  proper  that  ye  British  Sick,  left  in  Gloucester    Kichmond 
should  be  immediately  removed  as  high  up  as  Fredericksburg,  the  Gov- 
ernor requests  the  Favour  of  you  to  have  suitable  Houses  provided  in 
that  Place  for  their  Eeception. 

I  am  Sir  &c  E.  A—" 
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1781.  Geo:  Webb  to  Col:  Davies. 

Novem'r  6th  «  gir, 

Council  Eepresentation  has  been  made  by  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

Chamber  ^^^^  ^  considerable  number  of  the  British  prisoners  lately  captured  at 
York,  are  roviug  at  large  about  the  County  of  Hanover,  to  the  great 
prejudice  and  annoyance  of  the  citizens,  and  that  twenty  or  more  of 
them  (invalids)  are  left  in  an  open  barn  within  two  miles  of  the  Hospital 
at  Hanover  Town,  without  a  guard  or  necessary  provision  made  for 
them. 

The  members  present  earnestly  request  Colo:  Davies  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  best  for  remedying  those  evils  and  the  future 
safe  keeping  the  prisoners  of  war,  untill  they  shall  be  delivered  at  Win- 
chester. 

I  am  Sir, 

(Copy)  Tour  obed't  Servant." 


Novem'r  6th  Capt:  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Davies. 

York  He  has  been  impatiently  waiting  for  orders,  as  to  how  he  shall  dispose 

Garrison  ^^  ^^^  arms  left  by  the  disbanded  militia — has  them  all  collected  at  Jos : 
Seawells  in  Gloucester — The  Governor  left  without  giving  him  any 
orders,  and  the  memorandum  given  to  Mr.  Andrews  who  followed  his 
Excellency  having  as  yet  received  no  attention,  he  is  urgent  in  desiring 
some  instructions  should  be  given  him  at  once — He  is  particularly 
desirous  to  be  removed  from  that  place  where  he  is  not  allowed  to  draw 
forage  &c.,  and  the  paper  money  being  "  ruinously  depreciated,"  he  is 
unable  to  meet  his  necessary  expences — Is  disposed  to  issue  these  arms 
to  the  neighboring  Counties  which  are  "  entirely  destitute,"  but  will 
await  further  instructions  by  return  of  Mr.  Frazer  the  bearer  of  this. 


Novem'r  6th  CoL:  CHRISTIAN  Pebiger  to  Col:  Davies. 

"D'r  Colo: 

Cumberland  On  my  arrival  here,  I  received  your  very  obliging  Favour 

Old  C.  H.  (jated  W'msburg  and  have  perused  it  with  attention.  I  must  confess 
candidly,  that  my  opinion  with  Eespect  to  the  conduct  both  of  the  State 
and  the  Line  differs  very  little  from  yours — Ignorance,  Indolence  and 
Ingratitude  compose  the  greatest  part  of  their  Caracters — But  still  we 
are  party  eoncern'd  and  something  must  be  done — in  the  first  place,  I 
think  I  have  it  from  very  good  authority,  that  another  reduction  of 
Corps  in  the  Army  is  soon  intended,  and  therefore  I  shall  by  no  means 
.  push  a  new  arrangement  at  present,  especially  as  it  might  essentially 
injure  us  to  gett  at  Squabling  at  a  Time  when  we  ought  to  be  most 
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unanimous  in  our  united  efforts  to  obtain  Justice  done  us  by  the  State  1781. 
at  the  present  meeting  of  the  Legislature — I  grant  there  is  a  large  Novem'r  6th 
number  of  our  officers  displeas'd  with  the  arrangement  as  it  stands,  and 
many  of  them  blames  you:  But  there  is  a  much  larger  number  that 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied  as  it  is — The  original  first,  makes  more  noise 
than  any  one  else.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  would  even  consent  to  do  busi- 
ness with  E — 88 — 11  to  keep  all  quiet,  untill  our  present  Business  is  over. 
I  wish  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  confer  personally  with  you  on  the 
subject,  however  the  most  essential  points  I  conceive  to  be  these — 

Ist.  That  a  memorial  or  a  Petition  be  drawn  up  in  Behalf  of  the  Line, 
pointing  out  to  the  State  the  original  Establishment  of  the  Army,  the 
Pay  we  were  promis'd,  what  we  have  received,  and  what  we,  in  conse- 
quence, on  a  settlement  would  be  entitled  to. 

2ndly.  A  Eequest,  that  a  Committee  or  Auditors  be  immediately 
appointed,  vested  with  full  powers  to  make  a  final  and  conclusive  settle- 
ment with  each  Individual  Officer  and  Soldier  of  the  Line  for  what  sums 
of  Pay  and  Depreciation  or  Pay  and  Subsistence  may  be  due  to  each 
Eespectively,  granting  them  certificates  on  State  Security,  for  the  same, 
payable  at  some  certain  period  either  in  money  or  Tobacco  and  bearing 
Interest  from  the  day  of  Settlement. 

3dly.  That  the  sd.  Committee  or  Auditors  be  also  vested  with  full 
powers  to  settle  our  accounts  of  clothing  upon  just  &  lawful  principles 
agreeable  to  Eesolutions  of  Congress  and  Acts  of  Assembly. 

N.  B — in  the  above  cases  Eeference  might  be  had  to  the  conduct  of 
other  States  on  the  same  subject — I  sent  in  a  number  of  materials  last 
year,  which  are  now  in  possession  of  Colo :  Towles. 

4thly.  That  Commissioners  compos'd  of  Officers  on  the  part  of  the 
Line,  and  others  on  the  part  of  the  State,  be  immediately  appointed  to 
proceed  to  the  Back  Country  to  lay  off  the  promis'd  Lands,  according 
to  Act  of  Assembly,  and  that  proper  Warrants,  with  authenticated  Sur- 
veyors Certificates  of  Surveys  be  made  out  for  each  respective  Tract 
of  Land,  transferrable  or  saleable  at  the  option  of  the  holder,  if  an 
Officer,  as  also  of  the  Soldier,  if  sign'd  by  some  Field  Officer  of  the  Line. 

N.  B — To  prevent  Imposition  on  the  poor  soldiers,  some  Eestriction 
might  be  put  on  the  sale  of  their  Depreciation  notes — The  above  I  con- 
ceive the  most  essential  points  we  must  push  for — I  am  sure  there  are 
many  others  of  much  Importance,  that  I  do  not  at  present  recollect  or 
probably  know  anything  at  all  about — this  moi-eover  might  be  left  to 
those  who  undertake  the  Transaction  of  the  Business — Grayson,  "Wood, 
Davies  &  Towles  would  make  a  fine  Committee.  Mathews  might  be 
added,  as  also  Eussell,  on  account  of  their  Influence  with  the  back 
members. 

on  my  leaving  Camp  at  York,  I  mett  Capt;  Fowler  on  his  way  with 
cloathing  for  the  Detachment  under  Colo:  Gaskins.     I,  previous  to  this 
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1781.  obtained  orders  from  head  Quarters  for  the  Detachment  to  march  to 
Novem'r  6th  this  place,  and  here  to  be  eqiiipt,  together  with  the  Troops  present,  pre- 
vious to  their  marching  to  the  Southward — in  consequence  I  directed 
Capt :  Fowler  to  return  with  the  cloathing  without  breaking  bulk — All 
that  has  arrived  is  400  Coats,  198  vests  270  pair  of  Linnen  overalls  & 
176  Hatts — the  coats  may  probably  be  sufBlcient  as  the  Detach'ts  will  be 
about  400,  the  Ballance  of  the  other  Articles  mentioned  you  will  see,  & 
of  shirts,  shoes  &  Blankctts  we  are  almost  totally  destitute — I  am  now 
taking  an  exact  Return  of  every  Article  of  Cloathing  in  the  mens'  pos- 
session, whether  public  or  private,  from  which  an  exact  Eeturn  of  actual 
wants  shall  be  transmitted  in  a  few  Days — If  Peyton  can  furnish  us 
with  some  Lead,  Needles  and  Thread  I  will  have  Buttons  put  on  the 
Cloaths — For  want  of  Tools  and  a  little  Whiskey,  our  Barracks  comes 
on  very  slow,  for  want  of  a  Physician,  (Doctor  Linn  refusing  to  serve 
any  longer)  medicines  and  proper  nourishment,  our  sick  suffer  &  must 
die — I  have  wrote  Doctor  Willson — expect  but  poor  encouragement  from 
that  quarter. 

Are  not  County  Commissioners  empowered,  if  they  please  to  be  at  the 
Trouble,  to  procure  us  in  Lieu  of  Beef,  provided  the  Ballance  of  value 
is  exactly  observ'd,  Lamb,  mutton,  pork,  or  veal,  and  instead  of  flour, 
Potatoes,  Turnips  &c,  much  more  suitable  on  several  occasions  than  poor 
Beef,  Bread  Salt  &  cold  water  alone?  I  wish  Pearce  could  do  something 
for  us,  as  great  complaints  are  lodg'd  every  Day.  Mrs.  Febiger,  who  is 
at  my  elbow  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner  and  wishes  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  in  this  quarter — I  am 
with  the  greatest  esteem 

&  affection,  D'r  Colo : 

you  most  obed.  &  h'blc  serv't." 


Novem'r  6th  CoL:   C.   FeBIGER  TO  CoL:   DaVIES. 

"D'r  Colonel, 
Cumherland  Yours  of  the  31st  of  October  came  to  hand  late  last  evening 

^-  •  and  it  is  now  candle  light— I  am  perpetually  perplex'd  with  some  Busi- 
ness or  other — The  cloathing  I  received  by  Major  Poulson  I  sent  you  an 
account  of,  in  mine  of  the  6th  instant.  *  *  *  * 

"I  had,  previous  to  the  Eeceipt  of  yours  of  the  31st  8bre  (sensible  of 
the  great  neglect,  both  of  oflacers  and  men  with  respect  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  cloaths,  and  from  the  shamefull  and  unmilitary  appearance 
of  this  sd.  Detachment,  whom  I  believe  you  saw  at  York)  called  for  an 
Exact  Return  of  every  Article  of  clothing  in  the  men's  possession,  a 
general  abstract  of  which  you  have  inclos'd,  from  which  together  with 
the  Returns  of  the  new  form'd  Battallion,  Capt:  Parkers'  company  of 
old  Soldiers  &  Ragsdale's  Artillery,  you  will  see  how  far  we  are  deficient 
of  what  is  really  necessary  to  equip  those  men  for  the  Field.     I  am 
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taught  by  Experience  that  without  the  greatest  Attention  paid  to  the        1781. 
Preservation  of  Soldiers  cloaths  (particularly  Virginians)  they  will  be  Novem'r  6th 
always  dirty,  if  not  naked.     This  Attention  has  been  wanting  in  Colo. 
Gaskins  and  his  oflScers. 

About  the  18th  of  June  last  I  took  command  of  this  Department, 
they  were  then  pretty  well  off  for  Blanketts  &  Shirts,  though  not  more 
than  id  had  Blanketts.  At  Holt's  Forge,  100  of  the  likeliest  &  best 
equipp'd  men  were  drafted  for  Colo.  White's  cavalry  &  on  the  18th  or 
20th  of  July,  I  was  again  ordered  away  from  the  Detachment.  I  can- 
not say  I  left  it  with  Eeluctance,  first  as  100  of  the  best  men  were  taken 
away  and  2ndly  because  there  were  not  above  three  Officers  in  whom  I 
could  place  any  Degree  of  Confidence,  however  I  left  them  in  tolerable 
order,  and  never  saw  them  again  untill  at  York,  when  I  assure  you  I 

pitied  the  men,  and  damn'd  the  O ,  a  very  few  only  excepted,  among 

whom  was  poor  Alex'r  Parker  with  the  Eemains  of  Charlestown,  he 
ready  to  resign,  and  the  men  ready  to  run  away  for  fear  of  stinking 
with  Indolence  and  Filth — hard  duty  excepted — on  the  2nd  instant  Major 

John  Poulson  of  the  8th  Va.  Eegt. arriv'd  with  the 

Eemainder  of  the  Detachment  with  as  much  apparent  Importance,  But 
as  much  real  Insignificance  as  you  can  conceive — four  companies  entirely 
without  Officers — Capt:  Warman,  Capt:  Lovely,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Jordan  Harris  at  the  head  of  the  others.  I  have  enquir'd  what  is 
become  of  the  late  large  supply  of  shirts — they  say  that  only  one  has 
been  deUver'd  to  each  man,  and  as  they  had  no  other  when  that  was 
receiv'd  it  is  worn  out — what  is  become  of  all  your  Blanketts — what  we 
have  not  gott  are  lost — Pray  how  are  they  lost — I  dont  know,  I  have 
only  lately  joined  the  Detachment,  Colo.  Gaskins  and  Major  Willis  must 
know  best.  Pray  Capt.  how  do  you  account  for  the  loss — Upon  my 
shoul  I  dont  know,  Capt.  Such,  &  Lt:  Such  was  with  the  Company  then 

in  Fact  where  there  is  a  Deficiency  no  one  was  present,  when  it 

happen'd — however  I  grant  that  the  shirts  &c  are  wore  out — But  what 
has  become  of  the  420  Blanketts  appears  to  me  very  mysterious — they 
pretend  to  account  for  them  thus,  they  say  that  on  the  original  Distiii- 
bution,  every  Officer  receiv'd  one  or  more — White's  men  carried  off  100 — 
the  men  who  were  left  at  Williamsburg  under  command  of  Capt :  Lamb 
and  whose  Times  expire  on  31st  December  next,  had  one  each,  the 
Eemainder  they  suppose  they  have,  except  a  few,  that  the  Soldiers  have 
either  lost,  or  otherwise  dispos'd  of— in  short,  my  Dear  Sir,  Such  has 
been  the  confusion  among  them;  that  really  it  is  impossible  to  gett  any 
exact  Information  of  any  thing  from  any  of  them. 

It  took  them  upwards  of  four  Days  to  finish  the  Simple  Eeturns  I 
demanded  from  them,  and  when  I  gott  them,  they  were  so  ill  and  incor- 
rectly made,  that  it  took  Capt :  Scott  and  myself  two  Days  more  to 
digest  them,  and  now  it  is  with  Difficulty  we  can  account  for  the  men, 
much  more  for  their  cloathing  and  other  necessarys."  *  * 

*  *  "I  have  now  gott  the  men  properly  arrang'd 
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1781.  and  a  tolerable  Ofllcer  putt  at  the  head  of  each  company,  and  Posey  at 
Novem'r  6th  the  head  of  the  whole,  and  I  think,  if  we  had  them  once  more  equipt 
we  would  keep  them  so;  But  my  Distresses  are  not  to  end  here,  for 
Behold,  "the  Small  Pox  is  brought  up  from  York"— Six  men  have 
already  broke  out  in  the  natural  way,  and  no  doubt  every  man  who  has 
not  had  it,  will  take  it  in  the  same  manner,  which  might  be  attended 
with  the  most  dangerous  consequences.  I  have  therefore  determin'd  to 
inoculate,  however  ill  provided  with  Surgeon,  medicines  or  every  other 
necessary — there  is  nothing  in  our  Favour,  But  the  Season — upwards  of 
150  men  have  not  had  the  Disorder.  I  have  about  14  good  butts  finish'd; 
these  I  have  ordered  to  be  immediately  clean'd  out  fitted  in  the  best 
manner  for  their  Reception — the  Residue  of  the  men  must  continue  in 
Tents,  untill  we  can  finish  Hutts— G— d  confound  the  Q.  Mrs.,  we  have 
neather  Axes,  Iron,  or  Steel,  neither  can  we  get  any — I  have  wrote  up 
all  my  paper  to  no  purpose.  Genl:  "Washington  seemed  anxious  that 
those  men  should  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Southward.  But  what  can 
I  do — to  send  them  unequip'd  and  with  the  small  pox  breaking  out 
among  them  daily,  I  thought  would  be  madness,  if  I  knew  where  his 
Excellency  was,  I  would  write  him  as  also  Genl:  Greene — I  fear  censure, 
though  conscious  I  deserve  none."  *  *  *  * 

ll^A  JSfov  : 

"Parker's  men  are  i'urlough"d  untill  the  15th  Day  of  December  next 
agreeable  to  a  promise  made  them  by  the  Marquis  la  Fayette  when  they 
joined  the  Army  on  their  landing  at  James  Town  in  their  then  distress'd 
situation."  ***** 

"Whilst  I  am  writing,  your  Favour  of  the  7th  is  handed  me  by  Mr. 
Patillo  but  no  answer  to  mine  of  the  6th  which  I  sent  by  him.  I  am 
very  much  surprised  that  no  officers  are  to  be  found  at  the  Rendezvous 
on  the  Southside  of  the  River.  Thweat,  I  am  sure  is  at  Petersburgh — 
Garvin  Miller  I  believe  is  also  there — Tom  Parker  is  sick  at  home. 
Capt:  John  Stith  for  Prince  Edward,  and  indeed  every  oflicer  appointed 
for  Rendezvous,  has  received  Duplicate,  and  very  pointed  orders  to 
repair  to  their  respective  Stations  and  Lt:  Worsham  is  now  on  his  way 
to  receive  Recruiting  Instructions  for  the  same  place — Reid,  I  should 
suppose  is  well  fix'd  at  New  London  and  Conway  is  with  him."  *  * 
*  *  *  "I  meet  with  great  difiiculties  in  getting  Letters 

sent  to  different  parts  of  the  Country,  and  when  sent  they  are  generally 
a  great  while  on  the  way,  indeed  I  apprehend  thej'  often  miscarry. 

from   Major   Poulson,    (who  is  in  that  and  other   Respects  a 

c — rs — d  F — 1)  having  given  unlimited  furloughs  to  most  of  the  Oflfteers 
that  were  out  this  summer,  I  shall  be  putt  to  great  inconvenience  to 
gett  a  sett  of  Officers  collected  again,  yet  as  the  Inoculation  will  take 
up  some  time,  I  will  endeavour  to  gett  a  sett  of  the  old  officers  collected 
who  know  and  will  do  their  Duty.     Overton  has  shurk'd  about  too  much 
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this  Summer,  his  Company  has  been  shamefully  neglected — I  have  given       1781. 
it  to  Capt:  Joseph  Scott  Jun'r  who  was  desirous  of  command,  and  seems  Novem'r  6th 
very  attentive. 

We  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  the  Detach- 
ments having  foolishly  given  up  their  spare  arms  in  Camp."      *      *      * 

"My  dear  Sir,  I  am  continually  pestering  you — Could  not  Pearee  be 
ordered  to  make  one  bold  push  for  a  hhd.  of  molasses  and  a  Tierce  of 
Eice  as  also  a  Cask  of  Yinegar,  three  very  essential  articles  for  the 
Small  Pox — had  we  even  the  Molasses  and  Vinegar,  I  would  substitute 
homini  and  meal  for  Eice.  do  send  for  Pearee  and  try  him.  it  is 
shamefull  that  the  poor  naked  men  are  working  here  every  day  in 
the  cold,  and  not  a  Drop  of  Liquor  of  any  kind — in  short  we  are  Des- 
titute of  everything  and  I  cannot  think  of  continuing  in  this  situation 
long  lett  what  will,  be  the  consequence — I  shall  write  to  Doct'r  Willson 
again,  for  a  Surgeon  and  medicines  and  so  continue  to  pester  him  untill 
I  obtain  some  Eelief. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  you  say,  if  you  continue  in  the  same 
mind,  you  will  never  appear  in  any  public  Business,  when  the  whole 
Line  are  concern'd  again  I  hope  you  would  persist,  and  beg  you  to  alter 
your  mind  for  once,  and  become  one  of  a  Committee  to  represent  our 
grievances  and  see  Justice  done  us  this  setting  of  the  Legislature,  for  if 
it  is  now  neglected,  we  may  forever  after  hold  our  Tongues — a  violent 
Eheumatism  in  my  head  and  Limbs,  added  to  a  dangerous  Consumption 
in  my  purse,  as  also  the  necessary  Business  of  this  post  puts  it  out  of 
my  power  to  attend  as  I  proposed."     •  *  *  * 

"I  am  confident  a  considerable  number  of  officers  will  attend — among 
the  Eest  I  am  told  Eussell  will — he  is  fond  of  the  Back  Woods  and  will 
be  serviceable  in  getting  the  Lands  survey'd  and  properly  divided."  *    * 

"I  am  fearfull  Wood  can't  be  brought  below  the  Eidge  and  should  he 
not  attend,  and  you  not  act,  by  G — d  we  are  gone — as  for  our  General 
Officers,  they  never  did  us  any  good  yett."  *  *  *  * 

"Do  pray  my  Dear  Sir  exert  yourself  in  this  Business — if  you  will 
not  be  one  of  the  Committee,  assist  the  Committee — I  this  moment 
received  an  Express  from  Genl:  St.  Clair  ordering  all  the  men  at  this 
post  to  march  to  Taylor's  Ferry — G-od  Almighty  knows  we  are  in  a  pretty 
Trim  to  putt  men  under  march — I  have  wrote  the  General,  and  wish 
you  would  see  him — I  have  referred  him  to  you  for  particulars."  * 

***** 

am  with  unfeigned  Eegard 
my  dear  Colo. 

Tours  affectionately." 


74 
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1781.  Eev:  John  Lyon  petitions  the  Executive  to  be  allowed  to  return  to' 

Novem'r  6th  his  home,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Gov :  and  Council,  to  appear  when- 
Eichmond    ever  called  before  them. 


iNovem'r  6th  CoL:  Ed:  Carrington  TO  Gov:  Nelson  at  Eichmond. 

York  Capt:  Singleton  will  explain  at  length  the  object  of  his  visit.     But  he 

begs  leave  to  recommend  to  his  Excellency's  attention  the  diflBculties  of 
removing  the  stores  from  that  place — Vessels  cannot  be  gotten  on  account 
of  the  great  demand  for  them  in  the  embarkation  of  troops  Northward. 
"  These  valuable  stores  are  in  great  danger,  as  the  way  round  to  James 
Eiver  from  York  may  soon  be  exposed  to  the  enemy.  Major  Claiborne 
has  been  directed  to  forward  every  vessel  that  can  possibly  be  gotten  by 
impress  or  ot^ierwise  for  this  purpose. 

Concludes — "The  situation  in  which  Genl:  St.  Clair's  Troops  have  left 
this  place,  with  respect  to  waggons  &  Teams,  will  I  am  affraid,  drive  us 
to  the  disagreeable  measure  of  supplying  him  by  impressment  to  get 

them  along." 

***** 

I  have  Honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
&  esteem^  yr:  Excellency's 

mo:  aff." 


Novem'r  7th  Major  E.  Claiborne  encloses  to  the  Governor,  letter  from  Mr.  McCraw 
Bichmond  Dep:  Q.  M.  urgently  setting  forth  the  want  of  transportation,  on  account 
of  which  the  Southern  Army  is  suffering  much,  especially  for  salt — also 
from  Col:  Ed:  Carrington  at  York,  calling  for  the  means  of  removing 
the  captured  stores  from  York — and  asking  for  the  ballance  of  funds  due 
"  the  Continent "  by  the  State  of  Va.  as  he  is  seriously  in  want  of  money. 


Novem'r  7th  CoL:  Geo:  Skillen  to  Col:  Wm.  Da  vies — Sending  report  of  the  draft 

in  that  County. 

Botetourt  Co  Suggests  the  wisdom  of  postponing  the  enlistment  of  the  eighteen- 
months'  men,  until  those  called  for  in  the  Counties  who  have  refused  to 
enroll  shall  have  been  gotten  out,  least  those  in  his  County  "should  copy 
the  Example  "—He  had  ordered  the  fourth  part  of  the  militia  to  march, 
but  hearing  of  the  "agreeable  news  of  the  capture  of  Cornwallis"  had 
required  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  until  further  Orders — Has 
not  been  able  to  prevail  upon  any  one  to  act  as  recruiting  officer,  because 
they  say  nothing  can  be  done  with  the  paper  money. 
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James  Madison  Jn'r,  Edm:  Eandolph,  &  Jos:  Jones  to  Gov:  Nelson.       1781. 

"Sir, 

For  the  present  week  we  have  nothing  particular  to  communicate:  Novem'r  7th 
the  state  of  the  discussion  of  the  cession  of  Virginia  not  yet  being  pre- 
pared: We  shall  therefore  postpone  any  further  observations  on  this 
head,  intending  to  accompany  our  next  information  with  an  account  of 
the  quota  of  money  assigned  to  Virginia  by  the  late  resolution  of  Con- 
gress. We  bog  leave  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
20th  of  October  by  the  last  post. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
with  great  esteem, 

yr:  Excellency's  mo:  ob.  Servants." 


Chas.  Stewart,  Com't  Gen:  Issues,  and  Eph:  Blaine  C.  G.  Provisions,  Novem'r  8th 

TO  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 
"Sir, 

We  are  honor'd  by  the  rec't  of  your  favour  of  the  1st  Instant,  and  Tork  Town 
are  perfectly  convinced  of  the  very  great  Exertions  of  this  Government 
to  supply  our  own  Army,  as  well  as  that  of  our  good  Allies,  and  of  the 
distress  that  alwaj's  has,  and  must  attend  collections  of  this  kind — the 
only  consolation  to  the  sufferers  at  present,  is  that  the  principal  object 
for  which  such  supplies  were  exacted,  is  compleatly  accomplished  &  the 
peace  of  the  State  restored  thereby. 

The  uncommon  Exertions  of  the  Executive  of  this  State  and  Mary- 
land during  the  seige,  threw  into  Camp  a  surplus  of  Beef  Cattle — there 
are  quite  a  sufficiency  now  on  hand  to  support  our  Army,  and  the  Pris- 
oners in  this  State  for  one  month  to  come. 

We  have  made  the  most  proper  Distribution  of  them  in  our  power, 
but  the  scarcity  of  salt  may  frustrate  our  Intentions,  unless  the  State 
can  speedily  procure,  and  order  to  Fredericksb'g  400  Bus :  to  Winchester 
600,  and  to  Williamsburg  the  like  quantity.  We  must  intreat  you  will 
urge  these  Deposits  that  the  cattle  may  be  killed  before  Winter  sets  in — 
We  think  that  sending  such  Cattle  as  are  collecting  in  the  Counties  near 
Winchester,  directly  to  that  place,  would  be  of  singular  advantage  and 
a  great  saving,  for  at  that  place  we  presume  the  Prisoners  will  continue 
for  a  considerable  space. 

We  shall  order  a  supply  of  Provisions  to  Fredericksburg  and  leave  a 
present  support  at  Williamsb'g  &  this  place,  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners 
&  Sick  of  both  Armies  that  remain  in  this  quarter,  and  shall  instruct 
Major  Forsyth,  Deputy  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  and  Mr.  Eob- 
inson,  Superintend't  Commissary  of  Issues  for  this  State,  to  keep  the 
Board  of  war  and  Executive  Authority  fully  informed  at  all  times  of  the 
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1781.       state  of  the  magazines,  that  no  future  wants  may  arise,  and  of  Conseq'e 
Novem'r  8th  no  Exactions  be  made,  but  what  the  public  Interests  require. 

We  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  that  the  season  is  now  at 
hand  in  which  the  State  ought  to  lay  up  their  magazine  of  Salt  Pro- 
visions required  by  Congress,  therefore  make  not  the  least  doubt,  but 
your  Executive  will  adopt  measures  to  procure  as  much  salt  Beef  & 
Pork  as  their  situation  will  admit  of. 

We  are  with  much  personal  esteem — 

your  most  Ob't  H'ble  Serv'ts." 


Novem'r  8th  Thomas  Durie  Dep:  Com:  Pbisoners  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

"Sir, 

^  *  *  *  *  *  * 

York  Town  "I  know  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  it  is  the  most 
earnest  wish  of  myself,  that  the  captivity  of  Prisoners  should  be  as  sup- 
portable, as  the  present  circumstances  of  our  aifairs  will  permit,  and 
their  exchange  as  speedy  as  may  be  for  the  public  good  ;  but  at  present 
it  is  impracticable— to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  Prisoners  now  at 
Richmond,  and  that  they  may  become  more  comfortable  provided,  I 
would  request  the  favor  of  you  to  order  them  to  Winchester,  to  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  at  that  place."  *  * 
*  *  *  "With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor 

to  be,  Sir, 
your  mo:  obed:  &  mo:  Hum:  Serv't." 


Novem'r  8th  J.  WadSWORTH  TO  CoLO:  SteWART  &  EPH:  BlAINE. 

York  He  wants  all  the  flour  he  can  get  for  the  French  Troops,  and  prefers 

paying  for  it,  delivered  at  or  near  the  North  River.  The  cattle  are  not 
such  as  can  be  received  by  the  French  Army.  This  matter  had  been 
referred  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  who  had  assured  him  they  should 
have  as  good  cattle  as  could  be  gotten,  but  Mr.  Grant  had  declared  they 
should  not  be  "picked  even  by  the  Governor  himself  or  any  other  orders 
but  Genl:  Washington's."  They  were  not  then  received  at  all.  Of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  rec'd  for  the  navy,  five  or  six  had  died  of  distemper, 
"and  many  others  were  so  poor  and  small  they  would  not  take  the  pains 
to  carry  them  on  board — We  have  now  five  hundred  large  oxen  on 
hand  and  we  cannot  receive  any  of  yours  untill  these  are  gone,  unless 
we  have  the  orders  of  Genl:  Rochambeau,  or  the  Intendant  of  the  Army 
of  Prance  in  writing." 

***** 

"Gents,  your  humble  Serv't." 
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John  Kearnes  to  Gov:  Nelson,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Eev:  Mr.       1781. 
Andrews,  that  he  be  not  required  to  appear  before  the  Council  at  Novem'*  8th 
Eichmond  until  the  Spring. 

The  condition  of  his  family  is  distressing,  and  he  will  answer  for  his  Portsmouth 
good  conduct  until  that  time — He  proposes  opening  a  school  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  family,  which  must  doubtless  be  also  of  great  advantage  to 
that  part  of  the  Country. 


Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  G. — to  Gov:  Nelson.  Novem'r  8th 

"Sir, 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  the  American  sick  in  a  suffering  con-  Williamsb'g 
dition ;  and  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  yield  them  adequate 
releif — Wood  &  straw  are  most  wanted  at  present,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
curing them  are  hardly  attainable — The  extraordinary  demand  for 
upwards  of  fifty  teams  to  transport  military  &  other  stores  to  the  South- 
ern Army  &  the  death  of  our  working  oxen,  have  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble to  leave  a  competent  number  of  teams  at  this  post  for  the  supply  of 
the  hospital. 

Unfortunately  too,  the  subalterns  command  of  Continental  troops, 
which  I  requested  might  be  stationed  here  for  the  service  of  the  hos- 
pital, were  withdrawn  when  the  camp  broke  up,  and  the  sick  are  left  to 
shift  for  themselves — Doct  Treat  informs  me  that  there  are  three  large 
rooms  at  the  palace  destitute  of  fire  places ;  and  the  sick  cannot  remain 
in  them  unless  stoves  can  be  procured — Mr.  Holt  thinks  thoge  formerly 
belonging  to  the  palace  were  removed  to  Richmond — As  I  know  not 
where  to  procure  any,  and  these  rooms  are  essential  for  our  sick,  I 
request  your  Excellency  will  be  so  kind  as  to  cause  the  palace  stoves  to 
be  sent  hither  as  quick  as  possible,  as  the  sick  have  already  suffered  by 
the  cold."  *  *  *  *  * 

"I  was  going  on  to  the  Northward,  without  any  expectation  of  a  deten- 
tion at  this  place;  but  the  prospects  in  regard  to  the  sick  were  so  des- 
perate, I  could  not  consent  to  proceed,  while  there  was  a  chance  that 
any  applications  or  exertions  of  mine  could  procure  them  relief;  my 
anxiety  to  attain  which  has  compelled  me  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  very  great  respect.  Sir, 
Your  most  ob.  Servant." 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Novem'r  8th  "Dear  Sir, 


* 


York  "I  made  every  effort  in  my  power  to  regain  the  property  of  this  State, 

Garrison  ^^jjen  at  this  place,  but  all  in  vain,  it  is  deem'd  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  the  large  mortars  and  Brass  cannon  Genl:  Knox  seem'd 
to  contract  an  affection  for.  these  I  imagine  will  go  to  the  Eastward  _ 
the  small  arms  &  smaller  sized  cannon  are  to  be  left  in  this  State,  sub- 
ject to  the  use  of  our  militia,  in  case  of  Invasion — Jones  has  them  in 
charge,  and  by  orders  is  sending  them  to  Richmond — 1  have  about  900 
muskets  in'  this  place,  about  the  same  number  in  Gloucester  &  some  3  or 
400  in  Wmsburg."  *  *  *  * 

"  Unless  there  was  a  State  Q.  Master  or  some  one  empower'd  to  pro- 
cure Vessels,  I  shall  never  be  able  to  get  those  cannon  mention'd  by 
Colo.  Newton  up,  (I  suppose  to  Richmond)  you  never  mention'd  where." 

"I  hope  by  Mr.  Frazer  to  have  every  necessary  order  what  to  do, 
which  shall  be  done  If  possible,  tho'  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
move  shortly  without  hard  money." 

I  am  with  great  respect  &  esteem 
Dr.  Sir,  your  mo:  obt." 


Novem'r  9th      E.  H.  Moseley  Jnr.  encloses  to  the  Governor,  a  commission  under 
Pr.  Anne  Co  Order  of  court,  for  the  appointment  of  a  sheriff,  there  being  no  such 
officer  in  the  County. 


Novem'r  9th  CoLO.  JoHN  BoTT  TO  CoL:  Davies,  giving  state  of.  the  Countj';  militia, 

arms  &c  and  clothing  collected. 

Chesterfield       The  County  almost  defenceless  for  want  of  arms,  and  only  three  men 
°'         of  the  late  draft  are  delivered,  "the  draught  being  put  off  under  the 
Suspending  Act." 

The  Delinquents  in  furnishing  the  clothing  required  are  numerous, 
viz — John  Archer  of  "the  Hundred,"  George  Woodson,  Richd.  Braugh, 
Archer  Bass,  Thos.  Cheatham,  John  Mayo,  Wm.  Scott,  Anderson  Brit- 
ton,  Francis  Lockett,  Ralph  C.  Anderson,  Blackman  Moseley,  Henry 
Archer,  John  Randolph,  Robt.  Blam,  Archibald  Carey  Esqr,  Daniel 
Weisegar,  James  Lyle,  John  B.  Forsee,  Benj :  Branch,  Isham  Cheatham 
and  many  others. 
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Capt:  John  Pryor  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

"Dear  Sir,  Novem'r  9th 

1  wrote  you  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kemp  in  answer  to  yours  of       York 
the  2nd"  *  *  *  " I  am  pretty  certain     ®^™'°° 

that  Colvard  the  Conductor  who  went  to  Winchester,  will  not  continue, 
and  what  will  become  of  the  arms  there  I  know  not."  *  * 

*  "As  Capt;  Bowne's  attractions  are  pretty  much  about 

this  place,  I  shall  leave  him  to  send  up  the  Arms  &c  from  this  place, 
Gloster  &  "Wmsburg.  I  will  send  a  conductor  down  to  Colo.  Newton  to 
assist  in  getting  up  the  cannon  j^ou  mention. 

Unless  there  is  some  civil  or  Continental  Authority  in  this  quarter,  a 
certain  Kind  of  Government  may  be  adopted,  that  we  shall  find  difficult 
to  shake  off — a  word  to  the  wise,  *  *  * 

I  am  with  great  respect — 

Dr.  Sir,  your  mo :  obt.  Servt." 


Thos:  Newton  Jnr:  to  Col:  Davies.  Nov'r  loth 

"Sir, 

I  wrote  you  from  S.  Quay  &  Norfolk  informing  the  progress  we  Surry 
had  made  in  removing  the  cannon,  have  been  much  retarded  by  the 
slow  movements  of  Some  Carry  logs.  Steers  &c  from  Princess  Ann 
County,  the  officers  there  seems  afraid  to  do  their  duty  &  I  think  if  some 
spirited  steps  are  not  taken  &  examples  made  of  the  tories  there,  this 
Country  will  neither  get  taxes  or  any  thing  else  from  them.  Murder  is 
committed  there  &  goes  unpunished,  tho'  the  justices  know  the  persons 
who  did  it — I  do  not  wish  to  persecute,  but  if  examples  are  not  now 
made  of  Several  who  have  actually  been  in  arms  with  the  British,  every 
person  will  find  it  their  interest  to  be  tories,  as  they  can  then  make 
money  on  both  sides  &  too  many  in  the  lower  parts  lean  that  way. 

Bight  guns  are  now  down  &  hope  soon  to  get  the  remainder  to  the 
landing,     shall  be  much  obliged,  if  you'd  inform. me  whether  any  ves- 
sels will  be  down  soon  to  take  them  off — Platts  will  suit  best,  as  we  can 
better  put  them  on  board  &  they  will  be  easier  taken  out  again. 
I  am,  Sir 

Tour  most  obt.  Hble  Servt." 


Thos:  Lewis  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Nov'r  10th 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  death  of  our  very  worthy  County 
Lieut:  whose  vigilance  &  spirited  good  conduct  in  the  discharge  of  his 
military  duty,  &  every  other  department  he  acted  in,  is  not  only  a  loss 


592 


CALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPBES. 


1781.  to  this  County,  but  to  the  common  cause  we  are  all  engaged  in.  It  is 
Nov'r  10th  highly  necessary  that  his  place  be  supplyed  by  a  new  appointment. 
Colo.  Benj :  Harrison  now  stands  foremost  in  the  military  list,  his  repu- 
tation as  a  soldier  is  inferiour  to  none,  the  repeat'd  commands  of  our 
militia  that  he  has  conducted  with  resolution  &  Prudence,  leaves  this 
without  a  doubt,  besides  the  right  of  seniority,  he  stands  fair  in  the 
Estimation  of  his  County,  a  matter  of  no  Small  Importance  in  appoint- 
ments of  this  Kind,  nor  can  his  Principles  in  favor  of  Independence  be 
called  in  Question. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  as  a  private 
person,  of  mentioning  this  person  to  you,  to  fill  the  place  of  his  deceased 
friend  Colo :  Danl :  Smith— be  assured  Sir,  if  I  thought  there  was  another 
man  in  the  County  fitter  for  that  end,  I  should  not  have  troubled  you 
with  mj'  sentiments  respecting  Colo :  Harrison.  Tho'  destitute  of  the 
Glaze  of  fortune,  I  am  sure  you  respect  such  a  character,  but  enough 
of  this — Permit  mo  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  that  reverse  of  Fortune 
that  hath  put  us  in  possession  of  so  many  of  our  enemies — ^the  Pleasure 
I  take  in  that  very  interesting  event  is  greatly  heightened  by  its  taking 
place  under  your  administration.  An  administration  that  I  most  ardently 
(wish)  may  be  crowned  with  many  such  events  in  every  part  of  the 
Uiited  States  where  our  enemies  are  to  be  found  &  terminating  in  hap- 
piness to  your  self  &  country — Be  assured  Sir,  that  I  am  with 

the  greatest  defference  &  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  h'ble  Serv't." 


Nov'r  10th  Carter  Page  to  Col:  Meade  2nd  State  Legion,  enclosing  "Eeturn*"  of 
the  Legion  "as  it  stands,"  as  accurately  as  consistent  with  the  fact 
that  there  are  no  oflftcers  present  to  account  for  their  men. 

Goode's  He  has  received  a  supply  of  Provisions  &  Forage,  so  that  his  "  situa- 

Bridge  ^^^^  jg  rather  more  comfortable."  Asks  whether  there  is  any  probability 
of  their  being  armed,  clothed,  "or  in  any  other  manner  rendered  respect- 
able, which  is  by  no  means  the  case  at  present." 


Nov'r  10th  Col:  Thos:  Newton  Jnr:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Surry  Co.  I  wrote  your  Ex'cy  from  Norfolk  &  then  inclosed  a  copy  of  the 

Consul's  Letter,  since  which  have  his  receipt  for  163  head  Cattle  valued 
at  2329  5-6  Dollars  specie,  another  receipt  for  three  for  the  ardent  &  a 
third  for  fifteen  more,  valued  at  225  dollars,  these  are  all  I  have  as  yet 
return'd  me.  a  large  number  of  cattle  are  now  collected  which  have 
directed  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  best  manner  this  season  admits  off. 

*Not  found. 
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they  are  fed  &  in  good  pastures,  many  remain  yet  uncollected,  as  wo  1781. 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  them,  but  have  informed  the  Commissary  Nov'r  10th 
they  are  still  to  be  taken :  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  for  your  direc- 
tions how  to  proceed,  have  ordered  Coll:  Dabney'sEegt:  to  be  supplied 
with  what  they  want,  but  they  will  grow  poor  in  a  short  time  &  unfit 
for  use,  unless  more  troops  are  to  go  down,  then  they  may  answer  as 
long  as  they  are  good. 

I  hope  yr:  Ex'ey  will  not  forget  the  aifair  of  the  Cape  Lands,  if  they 
are  taken  up  this  Country  will  sorely  repent  allowing  it.  they  are 
survey'd,  but  left  the  shores  &  Cape  points  out.  The  owners  may 
Effectually  stop  fishing,  as  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent 
the  fishermen  from  shelter  in  bad  weather. 

The  Tories  &  Eefugees  below  are  still  unpunished,  to  the  great  disat- 
isfaction  of  the  well  affected,  many  of  them  were  in  arms  plundering 
&  now  live  in  affluence  while  those  who  were  engaged  in  their  Country's 
service  are  ruin'd — I  would  not  wish  to  persecute,  but  if  some  examples 
are  not  made,  the  incouragement  is  too  great  for  many  to  withstand  the 
temptation,  too  many  of  the  justices  below  were  of  the  party  to  bring 
delinquents  to  account,  but  I  hope  some  steps  will  be  taken,  to  call  the 
whole  to  trial  by  impartial  men.  it  is  really  horrid  to  think  that  a  man 
(one  of  our  best  soldiers)  shou'd  be  taken  out  of  a  justice's  house  & 
murder'd,  the  justice  knowing  the  persons  &  they  never  call'd  to  any 
account  for  it.  This  matter  has  caused  several  other  murders,  as  the 
firiends  revenge  the  death  of  their  relations  &  acquaintances  on  both 
sides  (whig  &  Tory.) 

I  shou'd  have  waited  on  yr:  Excellency,  but  have  not  got  well  enough 
yet  to  travel,  tho'  I  hope  soon  to  recover  as  I  am  now  in  a  fair  way. 
Coll :  Godfrey  desired  me  to  ask  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  parole 
men  who  refuses  to  act.  he  says  they  are  very  hurtful  to  the  militia  & 
occasions  much  disturbance  in  the  minds  of  the  well  affected. 

Eight  cannon  from  S.  Quay  are  down,  six  miles  below  Suffolk  &  hope 
soon  to  make  a  finish  of  the  whole,  what  with  riding  after  the  Com- 
missa'ys  &  Cannon,  I  have  almost  wore  myself  and  horses  out,  but  1  do 
not  repent  of  it,  as  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  lend  his 
assistance  when  call'd  on.  If  any  witnessis  are  wanting  against  the 
refugees  from  below,  who  are  at  Eichmond,  Coll:  Godfrey  will  send  them 
up  on  notice. 

I  beg  your  Bx'cy  will  excuse  me  for  troubling  you  with  many  things 
I  have  mentioned,  but  the  situation  of  the  lower  parts  require  it. 

I  am 
yr:  most  Ob't  H'ble  Serv'nt.'' 
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1781.  Colo.  Armand*  (Marquis  de  la  Eouerie)  to  Governor  op  Virga. 

Nov'r  11th   „„. 
"  Sir, 

Bichmond  The  Commander  in  Cheif  having  ordered  me  to  take  quarters  with 

my  legion  in  some  convenient  places  on  James  river,  but  mainly  at  Char- 
lottesville, where  I  am  to  remain  untill  the  number  of  men  and  horses 
are  recruited,  compleated,  &  have  acquired  the  necessary  consistance  to 
appear  in  the  field,  &  having  order  from  Congress  &  the  Commander  in 
Cheif  to  recruit  in  the  thirteen  United  States  at  large,  I  have  thought 
it  was  my  duty  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
.  more  force  to  these  orders,  foward  my  wishes  &  enable  me  to  proceed  on 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress  &  the  Commander  in  Cheif, 
without  interfering  with  the  laws  of  the  State  &  what  measures  your 
Excellency  might  have  already  taken  to  favorize  &  encourage  the  recruit- 
ing of  men  for  the  army  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

as  I  am  entirely  short  of  waggons  &  might  have  occasion,  as  well  on 
the  road,  as  in  quarters  to  be  in  a  temporary  want  of  some,  I  request 
an  order  to  impress  waggons  for  short  times.  I  am  now  in  the  particu- 
lar want  of  one  to  transport  from  fredericksburg  to  Charlotteville 
some  necessary  articles  to  the  cavallery,  which  were  left  at  the  former 
place  last  summer  by  one  of  my  Officers. 

in  the  purpose  to  save  money  to  the  country  the  Commander  in  cheif 
desired  me  to  pick  out  of  the  horses  taken  on  the  enemy  at  York,  those 
which  could  do  for  mounting  dragoons,  or  could  be  exchanged  when  in 
better  order  for  better  horses.  I  was  unhappy  when  I  went  to  see  them, 
to  find  that  the  militia  &  other  peoples  had  taken  &  carryed  th-e  best  of 
them  &  on  which  the  Commander  in  cheif  depended  on  for  remounting 
the  cavallery — the  general  seeing  how  much  deceived  he  was  in  his 
expectations,  gave  me  an  order  the  26th  Octobre,  by  which  he  authorize 
me  to  propose  the  most  advisable  measures  to  recover  all  horses  which 
have  become  public  property  by  the  capitulation  of  the  19th  &  that  may 
be  found  in  the  army  or  elsewhere. 

I  know  that  many  of  these  horses  are  amongst  the  inhabitants  in  this 
State.  I  request  your  Excellency  would  authorize  me  to  take  up  all 
such  horses,  accordingly  to  the  order  of  the  commander  in  cheif.  it 
may  be  that  some  of  them  are  now  with  their  former  owners,  but  they 
are  not  less  the  property  of  the  public,  having  been  taken  on  the  enemy 
by  the  sword  &  the  loss  of  many  life  acting  for  the  public,  their  turn- 
ing to  be  the  property  of  the  public  is  much  more  authorized  by  the  use 
thej^  are  intended  to,  which  is  to  serve  the  public.  Some  allowance 
might  be  made  afterwards  to  their  former  owners,  but  whatsoever  price 
may  be  fined  for  that  purpose,  it  will  not  be  equal  to  the  same  necessary 
for  the  purchasing  new  horses  &  whatsoever  disagreable  this  step  may 

*  Bears  Impression  of  Seal  in  wax ;  floral  and  other  devices  in  the  exergon,  a  scutch- 
eon, bearing  h  Bar-Pester  yfiik  three  crescents,  surmounted  by  a  crown. 
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be  to  those  who  had  recovered  their  horses,  it  will  be  a  great  deal  more       1781. 
disagreable  to  the  people,  if  for  want  of  them  it  become  necessary  to    Nov'r  Uth 
impress  new  horses  for  remounting  the  cavallery. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  respect,  ^ 

Your  Excellency's 

the  most  hble  obt.  Servt." 


OoL :  John  Cropper  to 


Expressing  his  regret  that  Mr.  Gooter    Nov'r  11th 


has  been  obliged  to  decline  the  agency  for  supplying  the  Troops  with 
provisions,  because  the  salary,  "four  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco"  or 
the  value  in  paper  money"  was  not  sufficient  to  support  him. 

Indeed  this  pay  amounts  really  to  nothing;  it  "will  not  feed  the  man's 
wife."  In  addition  to  this  they  have  never  been  furnished  over  in  that 
County  with  the  Laws  in  regard  to  collections  &c.,  hence  they  are  always 
behind  hand,  and  will  in  a  short  time  become  entirely  lawless.  Ready 
money  is  absolutely  necessary — Heretofore  he  has  paid  the  "  carters  and 
shallop-men,"  out  of  the  public  money,  but  "a  man  had  rather  have  five 
shillings  in  ready  money  for  his  service  than  an  order  or  an  account  to 
be  carried  to  Richmond  for  five  pounds,"  and  "the  depreciation  has  been 
so  rapid,  that  before  a  man  could  get  his  money  it  was  of  no  value." 
And  "one  hard  dollar  will  purchase  more  than  one  thousand  of  the  best 
Slate  paper  in  circulation."  Concludes — "Mr.  Pierce's  letters  &  appoint- 
ments for  Accomack  and  Northampton  are  both  in  my  hands;  no  per- 
son will  accept  of  them  without  higher  wages." 


Accomac 


Col:  John  Cropper  to  Col:  Davies,  repeating  the  above  in  substance    Nov'r  11th 
and  expressing  his  great  regret  that  so  valuable  a  man  as  Mr.  Gooter 
cannot  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  State,  for  want  of  proper  pay. 


His  withdrawal  puts  the  Troops  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation, 
indeed  when  he  leaves  they  will  be  dispersed  in  as  much  as  they  are  in 
need  of  everj'thing,  "no  cloaths,  no  provisions,  no  money,  no  arms,  no 
ammunition,  no  necessaries,  no  anything" — Continues  "Great  Exertions 
have  been  made  by  Capt:  Parker  &  myself  to  put  a  military  appearance 
on  those  men,  but  for  want  of  resources  not  in  our  power,  it  cannot  be 
done — Virginia  would  never  want  soldiers,  was  proper  encouragement 
given,  and  she  never  will  have  sufficient  to  make  one  good  regiment  of 
regulars  upon  the  plans  heretofore  framed — why  does  she  not  disband 
every  man  that  cannot  be  properly  equipt  &  supported  ?  why  is  she  so 
impolitic  as  to  draft  &  drag  her  usefull  citizens  from  their  helpless  con- 
nections, to  starve,  either  for  cloaths  or  provisions?  when  1000  soldiers 
properly  appointed  &  supported  are  more  valuable,  and  much  more  cred- 
itable than  100.000  ragged,  half-starved  wretches."       *        *        *        * 


Accomack 
Co. 
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1781.  "Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter*  from  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Gen:  Clinton 

Nov'r  11th  which  was  sent  from  York  Town  for  N.  York  by  a  Mr.  Gordon  Murray 
(mate  of  the  brigantine  "Defiance"  of  the  Q.  M.  General's  Department) 
and  seven  sailors  in  a  small  boat,  armed  with  one  swivel  &  nine  muskets: 
they  called  at  Metompkin  on  the  seabord  of  this  county,  for  provisions, 
and  were  captured  hy  the  militia  of  my  neighborhood,  after  a  chase  of 
three  or  four  leagues  to  sea:  the  militia  has  a  small  whale  boat  &  four 
canoes — The  sailors  being  partly  Americans,  and  having  a  great  desire 
seemingly  to  sail  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  after  several  days 
imprisonment,  I  gave  them  all  passes  (except  the  Captain  &  one  Eng- 
lishman) for  that  place,  letting  only  two  go  together,  and  keeping  the 
others  ignorant  of  their  destination  for  some  time  after.  I  took  upon 
myself  to  exchange  Mr.  Murray  for  a  usefull  sea-Captain  of  this  shore 
taken  prisoner  at  St.  Eustatia,  James  Powell."    *  *  *  * 

"Captain  Parker  set  off  a  few  days  ago  for  Richmond,  in  quest  of 
cloaths,  blankets  &  arms  for  his  Company,  in  which  I  wish  him  success, 
and  beg  you'll  answer  this  letter  by  him. 

In  great  haste  I  am  Dear  Colonel 

with  Sincere  Esteem,  Yr:  most  hble  Servt. 

P.  S. — Captain  Parramore,  commander  of  the  troop  of  horse  just  now 
applies  to  me  in  the  name  of  that  corps  (that  they  may  be  of  no  further 
public  expenee,  as  there  is  no  great  call  for  their  service  at  this  time) 
for  leave  to  disperse,  and  muster  periodically  as  the  other  militia  com- 
panies— I  granted  their  request,  complimented  them  for  their  sei-vice, 
and  must  ever  do  them  the  justice  to  say,  that  they  are  young  gentle- 
men of  as  much  persevering  virtue  as  I  was  ever  acquainted  with." 

as  before, 

J.  C. 


Nov'r  12th  Maj:  E.  Claiborne    to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Sir, 
Richmond  I  received  your  favor  of  the  10th,  the  day  it  was  written,  and  gave 

such  advice  as  I  considered  would  be  most  effectual— but  the  depart- 
ment is  so  destitute  of  means  that  I  am  apprehensive  but  little  can  be 
done.  Where  there  is  no  inducement,  you  know  how  heartlessly  people  go 
to  work,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  others  to  part  with  their  property." 
I  have  the  honor, to  be 
very  Sincerelj',  Sir, 

Your  obt.  hble  Servant." 


*Not  found. 
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E.  Andrews  (Sect't  to  the  Governor)  to  Mr.  Pierce.  1781. 

"Sir,  Nov'r  13th 

Yesterday  I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Livingston,  who  acted  as  Eichmond 
Agent  for  the  Marquis  St.  Simon's  Army,  until  Count  Eochambeau 
arrived,  wherein  he  informs  me,  that  from  the  blunders  of  Garrett,  Col: 
Blane  Commy.  Genl.  of  Purchases  for  the  Continent,  claims"  Payment 
for  the  Provisions  furnished  by  Garret  to  the  French  army,  alledging 
that  all  Provisions,  so  soon  as  received  by  Garrett  were  Continental 
Property — It  is  probable  that  Garret  has  kept  his  Books  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  in  any  Instance  he  acted  as 
your  Agent;  but  if  you  can  satisfy  Col:  Blane  that  he  did,  that  you 
instructed  him  to  receive  for  you,  &  to  keep  a  distinct  account  of  what 
he  furnished  to  the  Prench  Army,  which  you  can  by  your  Letter  of 
Sept:  8th,  a  Copy  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  Col:  Blane  will  cer- 
tainly relinquish  his  claim  for  Payment;  for  to  take  an  advantage  of 
the  mistakes  of  an  inferior  Agent,  from  whatever  motives  they  might 
have  proceeded,  is  not  the  Part  of  a  man  capable  of  conducting  the 
Business  of  a  Continent.  Col:  Blane  must  be  sensible,  it  was  enough 
for  this  State  to  advance  to  the  Continent,  all  the  supplies  necessary  for 
the  American  Army,  &  that  it  could  not  be  expected  that  it  would  also 
lend  to  the  Continent,  Provisions  which  the  Continent  was  to  sell  to  the 
French  Army  for  ready  Money. 

If  this  Government,  eager  to  supply  every  want  of  the  combined 
Armies,  should  have  neglected  Eegularity  in  the  conveyance  of  its  sup- 
plies; if  anxious  that  the  various  necessaries  should  be  furnished,  it 
should  not  have  been  sufficientlj-  attentive  to  the  Hands  into  which  they 
were  delivered,  this  conduct  ought  not  to  be  converted  to  its  Prejudice, 
but  it  should  rather  be  regarded  as  meriting  all  the  Indulgence  &  assist- 
ance which  could  with  propriety  be  granted — Col:  Pickering  was  of  this 
opinion,  when  he  delivered  to  the  State  Agent  Mr.  Morris,  the  Eeceipts 
he  had  taken  from  the  French  Agents,  for  Forage  &  charged  the  State 
with  so  much  Forage — Col:  Stewart  Commy.  Genl.  of  Issues,  thought 
in  the  same  manner,  when  he  advanced  to  the  State  Agent  Provisions 
for  the  use  of  the  French  Army;  And  Col  Blane  when  he  perfectly 
understands  this  affair,  will  likewise  acknowledge  that  the  State  alone 
is  entitled  to  Payment  for  those  Provisions  which  the  State  furnished  to 
the  French  Army.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  whom  I  commu- 
nicated Mr.  Livingston's  Letter,  advise  that  you  consult  with  Mr.  Eoss 
on  this  Business. 

I  am  &c." 


Wm.  McCraw,  Dep:  Q.  M.  gives  information  of  the  irregular  conduct    Nov'r  13th 
of  Capt:  Thos:  Smith  of  Henry  Co.  and  Capt:  John  Buckley  of  Pittsyl-  Peyionsburg 
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1781.       vania  in  taking,  without  authority  a  barrel  of  brandy,  arbitrarily  from 

Nov'r  13th  Mose  Wilson  waggoner,  on  his  way  from  Prince  Edward  Co.  House — 

also,  reporting  the  like  conduct  on  the  part  of  Jesse  Herd,  D.  Com: 

Provision  Law,  and  Capt  Martin  for  unlawful  seizure  of  six  barrels  of 

Salt,  belonging  to  "the  Continent." 


Nov'r  14th  CoL:  Wm.  Fleming  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Botetourt  Co  The  inclosed*  address'd  to  me  as  a  member  of  Council,  I  think 

necessary  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  as  it  contains  some  greivance 
complained  of.  I  am  very  sensible  Government  has  great  reason  to 
apprehend  impositions  and  fraud  in  almost  every  department  in  that 
Country  (Western),  cheifly  owing  to  persons  imployed  in  behalf  of  the 
State,  who  are  at  too  great  distance  from  the  notice  of  their  superiours, 
to  be  immediately  caled  to  account  for  their  misconduct,  turn  their  views 
too  much  to  their  private  interest — Great  sums  have  been  advanced  for 
provisions,  great  quantities  have  been  purchased,  and  groat  quantities  by 
negligence  have  been  lost — Capt:  Todd,  who  will  deliver  this  to  your 
Excellency,  informs  me,  only  half  of  the  horses  purchased  &  paid  for  by 
the  State  in  this  quarter,  on  account  of  General  Clark  have  been  deliv- 
ered. I  hope  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  these 
accounts,  will  have  sufficient  powers  given  them  to  discriminate  the 
guilty  from  the  innocent — that  the  latter  may  not  suffer  for  the  faults 
of  the  former — My  sincere  attachment  to  the  Commonwealth  will  I 
hope  excuse  my  mentioning  the  above — Give  me  leave  to  congratulate 
your  Excellency,  on  the  happy  capture  of  Genl:  Cornwallis  &  his  forces 
in  Yirginia,  and  beleive  me  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellenc's 

most  obt.  Hblo  Servt." 


Nov 'r  14th         Thomas  Durie,  Dep:  Com:  Prisoners,  to  Lt:  Gov:  Jameson. 
"Sir, 

Williamsb'g  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  350  men  (of  the  sick  prisoners 

of  war)  marched  from  Gloucester  on  the  9th  instant  for  Todd's  bridge, 
and  the  day  following  about  260  embark'd  in  boats,  and  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  the  same  place,  carrying  the  baggage  of  the  former — the 
remaining  able  to  transport  by  water  (160)  I  expect  moved  last  evening 
or  early  this  morning — from  this  you  will  be  able  to  judge  the  necessary 
Provision  to  be  made,  and  the  number  of  Teams  that  it  will  require  to 
convey  their  Baggage  &c  by  land  wholly  to  Predericksburgh  or  other- 
wise to  Hobb's-hole  and  from  thence  by  water. 


♦Not  found. 
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I  am  now  on  my  way  to  the  Northward,  and  should  be  glad  that  the 
means  may  be  furnish'd  to  foward  these  Prisoners  as  early  as  possible. 

The  Prisoners  now  remaining  at  Gloucester,  unadvisable  to  remove 
exceed  500,  and  for  the  present  will  be  secured  by  Guards  from  the 
detachment  of  French  Troops  to  be  station 'd  at  that  place. 

Should  any  of  them  recover  so  as  to  be  transported  without  endan- 
gering their  lives,  I  could  wish  that  orders  be  given  to  the  County  Lieu- 
tenant to  remove  them  when  their  cases  will  admit,  under  a  proper 
escort  to  Fredericksburg  (and  agreable  to  His  Excellency  Gen:  Wash- 
ington's Instructions  to  me)  where  ttiey  can  be  better  provided  for,  and 
fowarded  to  Winchester  or  Fort  Frederick  to  their  respective  Eegiments 
or  Corps,  when  more  recovered — &c. 
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have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect 
Your  mo:  obed:  &  moHble  Servt." 


Wm.  Hat  Asst:  Commercial  Agent — to  Col:  Davies. 


Nov'r  15th 


"Sir, 

In  consequence  of  an  Order  of  Council,  directing  that  the  Hemp 
collected  should  be  paid  to  the  Commercial  Agent,  circular  letters  were 
sent  to  all  the  Counties  where  we  supposed  Hemp  would  be  paid  in 
Taxes,  requesting  a  Eeturn  to  be  made  to  this  OfBce — few  or  none  have 
been  made,  owing  I  presume  to  the  late  distracted  state  of  our  Affairs — 
We  have  sent  on  a  considerable  Quantity  to  Philadelphia,  but  as  the 
Price  is  too  low  there,  to  admit  of  Land  Carriage,  I  have  declined  send- 
ing any  more  at  present — Altho  at  present  we  have  no  immediate 
Demand  for  Hemp,  yet  I  consider  it  as  a  good  Fund  &  would  advise  that 
it  should  not  be  sold,  especially  as  there  is  money  enough  collected  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Act  of  Assmby — 

Should  the  Assembly  think  proper  to  advise  the  continuing  of  a  Pub- 
lic Eope  Work,  the  Hemp  will  be  wanted  for  that  Purpose  &  I  mention 
this  as  another  reason  against  selling  at  present. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  most  Hble  Servt." 


Richmond 


Col:  Wm.  Davies  to  Hon:  D.  Jameson  in  Counoij.. 


Nov'r  15th 


The  transportation  of  the  cannon  from  below  to  a  place  of  security   War  Office 
is  an  object  of  great  importance.     With  much  difficulty  they  have  been 
brought  from  the  waters  of  Carolina  to  James  Eiver,  but  unless  removed, 
are  more  insecure  than  ever.     There  are  in  the  whole  near  30  iron  18 
and  24  pounders,  and  of  a  very  excellent  quality.    I  beg  leave  to  repre- 
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1781.  sent  to  you  that  we  have  no  other  method  of  bringing  them  up,  but  by 
Nov'r  15th  water,  and  we  can  procure  no  other  vessels  but  our  own,  nor  indeed  is 
there  any  necessity  for  employing  any  others  in  this  business.  Our  own 
vessels  are  all  in  readiness,  except  some  slight  repairs,  for  the  finishing 
of  which  some  small  quantity  of  tar  is  necessary,  tho'  not  more  than  a 
barrel  at  the  utmost — We  cannot  procure  this  quantity  under  some  time 
unless  we  obtain  it  from  Mr.  Brown,  who  will  not  part  with  it  upon 
any  other  terms  than  for  specie,  of  which  the  State  has  none  to  pay.  I 
beg  therefore  the  directions  of  Government  respecting  this  man's  refusal, 
and  wish  to  have  instructions  whether  the  quarter  master  may  not  be 
directed  to  seize  one  barrel  of  Brown's  tar,  with  an  assurance  of  replac- 
ing it  in  Kind  &  quantity  in  a  fortnight  at  farthest  or  on  paying  him  the 
current  price  at  the  time  of  taking  it — I  know  of  no  other  method  to 
ensure  the  removal  of  the  cannon,  and  I  therefore  submit  the  matter  to 
your  decision  and  direction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  utmost  respectful  esteem — 
Your  most  obt.  Servt." 


Nov'r  15th  Col:  "Wm.  Da  vies  to  Lt:  Gov:  Jameson — giving  report  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Q.  Master's  Department  at  Staunton,  sent  to  him. 

Kiolimond  Only  four  Artificers  at  work,  two  of  them  negroes — three  black-smiths 
and  a  saddler — One  "sicTi  of  palsy"  and  one  wheelwright  poisoned,  "the 
rest  allrun  away,"  had  timber  for  sixty  waggons,  but  has  so  shrunken 
as  to  be  useless — "Not  a  grain  of  Forage"  can  be  gotten,  not  a  wagoner, 
nor  Hostler  at  the  Post — "The  "invalid  horses"  must  be  sent  to  Penn's 
Ordinary  or  die,  there  being  corn  laid  up  for  them  on  the  other  side  the 
mountain— Indeed  the  situation  of  the  Q.  M.  General's  OflSce  in  the 
entire  State  is  so  depressed,  that  unless  he  has  speedy  releif  from  the 
North,  "all  communication  and  business  must  stop  in  a  few  days" — He 
has  at  this  moment  dispatches  of  importance  to  "be  conveyed  without 
loss  of  time,"  but  for  want  of  money,  cannot  employ  an  Express.  The 
material  gathered  at  Staunton  should  be  sold  to  prevent  its  entire  loss, 
and  the  same  state  of  things  applies  to  a  number  of  wagons  and  harness 
at  Charlottesville. 

Col:  Baylor  has  made  demand  for  men  to  fit  up  Stables  at  Petersburg 
for  "the  horse  of  his  Eegiment,"  but  he  has  not  the  means  to  assist 
him— The  Quarter  Master  at  Fredericksburg  also,  is  called  upon  for 
wagons  to  transport  Provisions  to  the  Southern  Army  but  finds  it  impos- 
sible to  do  so— He  enumerates  these  things  as  evidence  of  the  real  state 
of  things,  and  that  he  may  receive  directions  accordingly. 
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FosT.  Crtjtohfield  to  Col:  John  Syme. 
"Sir, 

I  waited  on  you  on  monday  last,  but  you  was  gone  to  Eichmond, 
to  inform  you  that  there  are  a  party  of  British  prisoners  left  at  this 
place  to  the  amount  of  157  men — they  are  part  of  the  last  division  that 
passed,  but  how  they  came  to  be  left,  I  can't  inform  you.  most  of  them 
are  hearty  Fellows,  and  able  to  march — there  is  no  oiRcer  with  them 
nor  no  guard.  So  that  they  are  rambling  all  over  the  neighbourhood, 
and  I  do  expect  many  of  therd  will  get  off — therefore  I  hope  you  will 
take  it  into  consideration,  as  they  are  committing  all  manner  of  Depre- 
dations. 

I  am  Sir,  Tr:  Hbl  Servt." 


1781. 
Nov'r  15th 

Hanover 
Town 


"Wm.  Eetnolds  to  Gov:  Nelson  at  Eichmond. 
"Dr.  Sir, 

The  french  troops  taarch'd  in  13th  inst:  and  have  taken  pos- 
session of  part  of  some,  and  the  whole  of  most  of  the  houses  in  this 
Town.  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  are  turn'd  out  and  others  with  their 
familys  confin'd  to  a  room,  a  situation  little  better  than  a  prison.  Mr. 
Mitchell  could  not  obtain  part  of  your  house  on  your  order.  Mr.  Powell 
let  his  family  have  two  rooms  at  his  house,  but  the  Count  Viomini,  who 
commands  at  this  place  turn'd  them  out  of  one.  The  inhabitants  in  this 
Neck  are  plunder'd  and  some  of  them  left  destitute  of  the  necessary  of 
life,  corn — It  gives  me  real  concern  to  say  our  friends  seem  disposed  to 
make  the  situation  of  the  people  more  miserable  than  the  British  left 
them.  I  fear  from  some  expressions  they  make  use  of  that  they  have 
been  prejudiced  against  us  in  this  part  of  the  country,  they  think  us 
disaffected,  &  that  they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  what  they  captur'd.  I  am 
afraid  you  will  receive  letters  on  this  disagreeable  subject  from  the  other 
Towns,  for  I  am  told  our  situation  is  not  singular. 

Indeed  my  friend,  this  part  of  the  Country  merits  the  attention  of 
the  Executive,  the  situation  of  the  people  (distress'd  you  know  suffi- 
ciently before)  is  enough  to  excite  the  compassion  of  the  most  unfeeling, 
judge  then  my  situation.  Complaints  hourly  and  without  the  power  of 
remedy,  and  unless  some  measure  is  adopted  to  convince  these  Gentle- 
men that  they  were  sent  to  assist,  not  to  distress  us,  we  in  this  part  of 
the  country  may  bid  adieu  to  liberty,  property  and  every  thing  dear  to 
man.  the  civil  power  is  done  away,  and  a  lock  is  no  bar  to  the  curiosity 
of  a  petty  officer,  the  wisdom  of  your  hon'ble  Board,  will  I  trust  sug- 
gest some  method  to  alleviate  our  distresses  and  free  us  from  this  second 
Tyranny.  Yr:  Excellency  is  well  acquainted  with  my  attachment  to 
the  French  nation  &  therefore  cannot  suppose  I  would  wish  to  exagger- 
ate matters,  two  of  my  children  being  very  Sick,  and  the  present  dis- 
76 
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York 
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1781.       tress'd  State  of  my  family  and  constituents  prevent  my  attending  a  sura- 
Nov'r  16th  mons  from  the  House  of  delegates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  yr :  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Servt." 


Nov'r  16th  Col:  Thos:  Gaskins  to  -. —  making  report  of  his  collections  under 

Act  of  Ass:  of  1780. 

Northum-  The  wagon  and  team  cost  "25,000  lbs  of  crop  Tobacco,  and  was  sent 

o.  ^^  Predericksburg,  afterwards  to  Gloucester  Camp — All  the  muskets, 
bayonets  &c,  120  in  number  were  left  there.  The  fatigues  of  his  Office 
too  great,  being  almost  worn  out  in  the  service,  and  ruined,  having  had 
two  dwelling  houses  burnt  at  different  places,  and  most  of  his  furniture, 
inclines  him  to  resign  his  commission.  He  has  on  hand  a  large  supply 
of  salt,  after  having  supplied  the  Commissarys  and  militia  with  what 
they  need — Having  no  vessels  in  which  to  transport  it,  he  urges  the 
importance  of  removing  it  at  once,  to  save  it  from  destruction. 


Nov'r  16th  CoL:  Chris:  Pebiger  2nd  Va.  Eeot:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 

Cumberland  Agreeable  to  my  Letters  of  the   11th  instant,  to  the  honorable 

Major  Genl:  St.  Clair  and  to  Colo:  Davies  Commissioner  at  War,  I  had, 
in  consequence  of  the  Small  Pox  breaking  out  in  the  natural  way  among 
the  Troops  at  this  post,  and  having  upwards  of  150  who  have  never  had 
it,  concluded  to  inoceulate  the  whole,  and  was  making  every  necessary 
preparation  for  that  purpose,  and  had  in  Fact  inoculated  Ensign  Quarles, 
when  finding  no  more  break  out  for  a  few  Days,  and  being  destitute, 
both  of  medicines  and  other  necessary  nourishment  proper  for  the  men, 
I  thought  it  best  to  wait  at  least  a  few  Days  to  see  if  the  Contagion 
would  stop  being  ill  prepared  and  the  Inhabitants  extreamly  uneasy.  I 
had  however  in  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  Col:  Davies  of  the.  6th 
October  last  prevailed  on  Doctor  Cole  to  undertake  the  Inoculation  and 
finding  the  necessary  medicines  for  the  purpose,  when  Colo:  Mosby 
call'd  on  me  with  the  enclosed  Memorial,  sign'd  by  himself  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County,  informing  me  also  that  Mr.  Smith 
County  Commissioner  declin'd  officiating  for  fear  of  the  Infection,  and 
that  the  Inhabitants  at  large  would  lay  the  blame  entirely  on  me,  should 
any  misfortune  happen  to  themselves  and  Familys,  indeed  he  sd.  that  if 
wo  inoculated,  they  would  withold  all  Supplies  and  cease  all  communica- 
tion with  us.  he  spoke  also  of  loaded  guns,  and  in  Fact  made  use  of 
some  very  imprudent  Expressions. 

All  those  Threats  however  would  not  have  had  the  least  weight  with 
me  in  pursuing  a  step  which  I  thought  essentially  necessary  for  the 
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good  of  the  service,  especially  when  another  man  is  discover'd  this  morn-       1781. 
ing,  who  has  been  broke  out  for  several  Days,  and  still  continued  in  his    Nov'r  16tli 
Tent  among  others  who  never  had  it,  untill  the  Pock  is  fill'd  and  turn'd, 
was  it  not  for  incurring  universal  censure  among  a  sett  of  men,  with 
whom  I  have  not  the  least  Acquaintance,  and  among  whom  it  is  highly 
probable  1  must  continue  for  some  time. 

I  therefore  thought  it  my  Duty,  previous  to  proceeding  any  further 
in  the  matter,  to  report  my  situation  to  your  Excellency  and  to  receive 
your  Instructions  on  the  subject,  which  may  at  least  justify  my  Conduct 
in  the  Eyes  of  the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Post — On  the  6th  instant 
two  men  broke  out,  on  the  7th  &  8th  four  more — I  had  these  removed 
into  Tents  at  some  considerable  Distance  from  the  Camp  and  have  taken 
every  Precaution  possible  to  prevent  its  spreading  and  was  in  some  hopes 
that  it  might  stop,  untill  this  morning,  when  the  case  of  the  man  above- 
mentioned  was  reported  to  me,  and  shuld  the  men  who  have  not  had  it, 
he  march'd  Southward  without  Inoculation,  I  am  confident  that  the 
greatest  Part,  if  not  all  would  catch  it  gradually  and  be  left  on  the 
Eoad.  By  which  means  the  whole  country  through  which  they  march 
would  be  infected,  whereas  here  but  a  few  are  in  danger. 

I  have  comfortable  hutts  sufllcient  to  receive  the  whole — Doctor  Cole 
will  undertake  the  Business  and  four  weeks  would  accomplish  it— -I  have 
Beef  and  Bread  enough  to  last  that  Time,  and  Colo.  Davies  has  promis'd 
me  his  assistance  with  a  few  extra  necessarys, — a  few  Gallons  of  molas- 
ses, Yinegar  and  Spirits,  and  a  little  Bi-own  Sugar  would  be  sufficient — 
But  those  Articles  might  probably  be  got  easier,  lower  down — the  peo- 
ple about  Eichmond  &  Manchester  has  been  inoculated,  and  my  officers 
inform  me  that  there  is  a  number  of  houses  empty  at  Manchester. 

Your  Excellency  might  probably  direct  that  the  men  shall  be  march'd 
there  for  Inoculation  and  return  when  recover'd  to  be  equip'd  and 
march'd  to  the  Southward.  Your  Excellency  will  pardon  my  suggesting 
the  above,  my  Feelings  for  the  people  in  this  Quarter,  who  are  almost 
as  ill  provided  as  ourselves,  the  probability  of  Eeeruits  coming  to  the 
Station  daily,  who  might  catch  the  Disorder  from  the  infected  hutts. 
Should  we  inocculate  in  them,  is  my  only  Inducement — General  St. 
Clair  has  positively  order'd  every  well  man  to  be  immediately  equipp'd 
&  march'd  under  a  Field  Officer  to  join  him — I  am  now  taking  steps 
accordingly  and  hope  to  have  them  ready  in  a  few  days — After  request- 
ing the  Favour  of  your  Excellency's  Commands  by  the  Eeturn  of  the 
Express,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  Eespect 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 
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1781.  Memorial. 

Nov'r  16th 

"  To  Colo.  Christian  Eebiger  Commdt.  at  the  Barracks  near  Cumberland 
O.  Ct.  House": 

"Sir, 

We  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  this  county,  take  leave  to  Repre- 
sent to  you  the  bad  Effect  it  will  have  on  them  and  their  families,  should 
your  orders  for  Innoculating  the  Troops  take  place.  1st  It  will  be 
almost  impossible  to  Keep  the  Infected  within  their  Quarters,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  will  be,  that  our  slaves  will  from  them  catch  the  conta- 
gion in  the  natural  way,  from  whence  the  whole  family  will  be  Infected, 
and  many  valuable  lives  lost,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  pre- 
served— 2ndly  was  it  our  will,  we  have  not  the  power  to  Innoculate  our 
families  for  want  of  medicine,  and  other  conveniences — therefore  it 
would  be  the  bight  of  absurdity  for  any  Inhabitants  to  attempt  it — 
3dly.  The  Distemper  of  itself  has  stopt  in  camp,  not  one  man  having 
Broke  out  Since  11th  Instant.  And  it  may  be  presumed  no  more  will, 
without  your  adhering  to  your  first  Orders,  which  we  most  Earnestly 
Eequest  you  to  Rescind — which  will  oblige  in  the  greatest  Degree  your 
most  Obedt.,  H.  Servts, 

L.  MOSBY,  RO.  MOSBT 

WM.  SMITH  RICH:  RADFORD 

JNO:  SWANK  ED  WD.  MUMFORD 

EDMUND  LOGWOOD  BENJ:  MOSBY 

LITTY.  MOSBY  Jnr.  JACOB  McGBHBB 

JOHN  LOWE  Jnr:  HANS  STEGBR 

JOHN  BAUGH.  JO:  LIGON 

SBTH  LIGON  HUGH  WOODSON 

GEO:  RADFORD  FRA:  B.  HARRIS 

DANIEL  HIX  JAS:  TAYLOR 

ROB:  CARDIN  JAS:  MADDOX 

WM.  MOSS  ROBT.  HUGHES 

JNO:  STRATTON  JESSE  HIX 

STEPHEN  HIX  JOHN  NBTHERLAND  Sr. 

SAME:  STEGBR  CHAS:  POVALL 

JOHN  LIGON  WILL  STRATTON." 


Nov'r  leth  Pat:  Locichart  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

"Sir, 
Botetourt  Co  Sometime  about  the  first  of  April  last,  Jack,  a  negroe  the  property 

j  of  Mr.  Stephen  May  of  this  County  was  apprehended  by  me  upon  sus- 
picion of  an  Insurrection,  Felony  &c— Upon  Trial,  he  was  convicted  of 
Two  considerable  Robberies,  of  attempting  to  procure  Ratsbane  to 
poison  Capt:  Madison  &  Major  Quirk,  also  of  Engaging  &  Enlisting  sev- 
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eral  negroes  to  Eaise  in  Arms  &  Join  the  British,  the  said  Jack  to  be  1781. 
their  Captain — for  which  crimes  he  was  condemned  to  be  Hanged  &  a  Nov'r  16th 
certain  day  appointed  for  his  Execution — Two  days  before  he  was  to  be 
Executed,  by  neglect  of  the  Jailor  or  Guard,  he  Escaped,  and  it  is  noto- 
rious, that  since  that  time  he  has  for  the  most  part  been  employed, 
maintained  &  Harboured  by  his  master  &  his  master's  brother  David 
May  (altho'  Stephen  May  is  both  Sub-Sheriff  &  Jailor)  and  now  is  going 
at  large,  behaving  in  the  most  Insolent  &  Daring  manner — Sometimes 
armed  with  a  gun,  Pistol  &c — And  as  I  have  been  informed  Threatening 
Eevenge  upon  those  that  apprehended  him  &  the  witnesses — I  have  been 
mostly  from  here  since  this  affair,  happened,  but  as  well  as  I  remember, 
at  our  July  court,  I  applied  to  the  Court  to  have  him  apprehended  and 
Executed — The  Court  seemed  at  a  Loss  to  Know  what  to  do,  even  divi- 
ded in  their  opinions  &  in  fact  nothing  was  done. 

From  Pregnant  circumstances,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
both  before  &  after  his  condemnation  he  hath  Broke  the  Goal  of  this 
county,  let  out  a  number  of  Deserters  &  Several  Tories;  also  have  been 
inform'd  that  when  he  was  the  property  of  David  May,  he  attempted 
to  Kill  several  white  People  (some  of  this  Mr.  May  told  me)  also  have 
been  credibly  Informed,  that  before  he  was  brought  into  this  State,  that 
he  was  several  times  tried  for  his  life  in  N.  Carolina — There  has  been  so 
many  Instances  of  Tories,  money  makers  &  others  Escaping  the  Pun- 
ishment their  crimes  deserved,  that  really  a  Person  hath  very  little 
encouragement  to  Exert  themselves  to  bring  any  of  them  to  Justice, 
it  has  been  frequently  the  case,  that  after  their  Escape  they  have  threat- 
ened to  burn  the  Houses  or  take  the  lives  of  those  who  had  been  active 
in  apprehending  them.  I  am  informed  that  Stephen  and  David  May 
&  some  others  hath  got  a  Petition  to  present  to  youx  Excellency  in  order 
to  obtain  a  Pardon  for  him  &c."  *  *  * 

"I  could  wish  the  Interference  of  the  Executive  in  the  Premises,  so 
that  the  court  of  this  County  should  have  such  Directions  as  would 
cause  them  to  have  this  negro  apprehended  &  executed  agreeable  to  the 
Sentence  of  the  Court  that  tried  him,  otherwise  I  think  the  Example  of 
his  Escaping  may  be  attended  with  Bad  consequences."  I  would  have 
sent  to  the  Clerk's  Office  &  enclosed  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  the 
Eecords,  but  as  David  May  is  the  clerk,  hath  reason  to  beleive  notice 
would  be  given  the  negroe  to  Fly,  or  perhaps  do  something  worse — I 
would  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  John  Breckenridge  Esqr,  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  from  this  county  who  perhaps  can  Illustrate  the 
matter,  he  living  in  that  neighborhood  &  may  perhaps  have  a  genl: 
knowledge  of  the  Transactions. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 
mo:  obt.  Hble.  Servt." 
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1781.  Col:  Eph:  Blaine,  0.  G.  Provisions,  to  Govb.  Nelson. 

Nov'r  16th   "Sir, 
Frederic'sb'g  I  intended  doing  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  you  at  Han- 

over, but  upon  coming  there,  found  you  were  gone  to  Eichmond.  My 
hurry  to  the  Northward  prevented  my  going  to  that  place,  in  order  to 
have  communicated  many  matters  relative  to  the  present  and  future 
specific  supplies  required  from  your  State;  and  to  have  fixed  upon  some 
plann  for  the  disposal  of  the  Public  cattle  which  are  now  upon  hand  at 
Williamsburgh.  the  assessments  of  the  cattle  which  were  collected  in 
this  State,  was  for  the  use  of  the  Allied  Army. — there  remains  now  upon 
hand,  two  thousand  three  hundred  head,  half  of  which  are  not  fit  for 
use — I  made  application  to  the  Commander  in  cheif,  who  told  me  he 
wou'd  make  application  to  Count  Eochambeau,  to  order  the  receival  of 
their  proportion  of  such  as  were  fit  to  Kill — Since  his  departure  from 
York  Town  I  made  application  to  the  french  agents  and  requested  them 
to  appoint  some  person  to  receive  their  proportion,  but  this  they  have 
refused,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed,  which  was  their  Answer  to  Col: 
Stewart  and  myself — as  those  Cattle  were  collected  for  the  Special  use 
of  both  armies,  I  think  it  exceeding  hard  they  shou'd  remain  a  charge 
to  the  State  and  Continent,  which  they  now  are,  as  we  have  no  Troops 
there  to  make  use  of  them,  and  numbers  are  dying  with  the  distemper. 
I  have  adopted  every  possible  plann  for  the  disposal  of  such  as  are  fit 
for  use,  and  have  directed  Major  Forsyth  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency 
and  Council  and  take  such  directions  as  you  are  pleased  to  give  for  the 
disposal  of  those  which  are  too  poor  to  Kill — Seven  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  best  are  now  upon  their  way  to  this  place  and  Winchester,  and  if 
not  immediately  slaughtered,  will  be  unfit  for  use.  there  is  salt  to  answer 
the  purpose  here,  but  not  a  bushel  at  Winchester — ^you  will  please  to 
give  directions  upon  this  head,  and  Order  an  immediate  deposite  at  that 
place,  where  in  my  opinion,  all  the  cattle  yet  upon  hand  and  fit  lor 
slaughter,  ought  to  be  sent  and  salted  up  in  bulk  for  the  use  of  the 
Prisoners. 

the  Season  is  now  at  hand,  in  which  magazines  of  Salt  Provisions 
ought  to  be  laid  up  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  the  requisitions  of 
Congress  upon  your  State  is  very  large — have  therefore  to  request  yoiir 
Excellency  and  Council  to  press  this  business  with  your  Executive, 
that  measures  may  be  taken,  in  due  time  to  procure  the  Salt  Provisions 
required,  particularly  the  Pork,  the  want  of  proper  magazines  of  this 
necessary  article,  has  ever  been  an  injury  to  the  summer  supplies  of  our 
army,  and  being  fed  entirely  upon  fresh  beef,  and  often  of  a  very  ordi- 
nary quality,  has  been  the  causes  of  fluxes,  and  many  other  diseases, 
which  are  very  injurious  to  the  soldiery.  Colonel  Stewart  and  me  have 
wrote  your  board  of  war,  upon  the  same  subject,  and  hope  it  will  meet 
with  your  approbation  and  theirs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Eespect 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedt.  and  most  Hble  Servant." 
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Surgeon  Mathew  Pope  to  Col;  Davies,  recommending  the  discharge       1781. 
of  one  James  Maiden  a  soldier  drafted,  who  had  served  three  years  in    Nov'r  16th 
the  Army  and  by  a  "hurt  occasioned  his  present  unhappy  complaint " 
"a  very  bad  rupture." 

Adds  "Unless  some  mode  is  fallen   upon  to  prevent  it  &  we  should    Kichmond 
stand  in  need  of  more  Drafts,  we  shall  have  blind  men  senttor  soldiers.'' 


Col:  Thos:  Barbotjr  reports  to  Col:  Davies,  the  condition  of  the  mill-    Nov'r  17th 
tia,  arms  &c  in  that  County. 

The  people  badly  armed,  because  the  men  oi'dered  into  service  were  Orange  Co. 
required  to  carry  their  arms,  but  not  allowed  to  bring  them  back.  All 
the  clothing  required  had  been  collected  and  delivered  to  Col:  Fowler's 
Orders — The  county  has  furnished  its  full  quota,  viz  37,  upon  the  last 
draft  for  the  Continent — But  two  had  absconded,  and  one  he  recom- 
mends be  discharged,  as  being  "insane"  and  very  poor  "with  a  house 
fiill  of  small  children." 


Thos:  Durie,  Com:  of  Prisoners,  informs  the  Governor  that  four  hun-    Nov'r  17th 
dred  prisoners  arrived  the  day  before  at  Todd's  Bridge,  and  the  remain-  Frederic'sb'g 
der  in  Boats  hourly  expected — From  that  place  most  of  them  will  be 
able  to  march  to  Fredericksburg — Upwards  of  one  hundred  were  left  at 
WilUamsburg,  and  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide  for  them  there,  they 
are  ordered  to  Hanover  Co.  House,  and  thence  to  this  place. 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies.  Nov'r  I7th 

"Sir, 

I  have  just  now  received  the  letter  from  Col:  Martin,  which  you        York 
did  me  the  honor  to  write,  and  I  am  trying  to  get  the  Indians  furnished 
with  some  articles,  but  most  of  the  goods  are  gone  from  the  Stores,>nd 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  accommodate  them  fully  'till  they  return  to  Wil- 
liamsburg. 

I  have  been  at  much  pains  to  please  them.  I  carried  them  down  to 
the  Eiver  with  an  intention  to  carry  them  on  board  one  of  the  Ships  of 
War,  but  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  get  a  boat — Considering  the  risque  of 
getting  the  Small  Pox,  I  shall  send  them  away  in  the  morning,  after 
furnishing  Col:  Martin  with  money  for  their  expences — he  says  he's  in 
debt  on  the  road  for  his  expences  coming  down. 

Captain  Villebrun  of  the  Eomulus,  who  was  left  here  by  the  Count 
de  Grasse  to  transact  the  business  of  the  navy,  has  given  me  all  the 
trouble  that  was  in  his  power,     the  Ships  I  purchased  for  the  State,  were 
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1781.  kept  down  at  the  Fleet,  untill  they  plundered  them  of  a  vast  quantity- 
No  v'r  17th  of  valuable  stores,  in  short  I  have  had  more  trouble  with  this  transac- 
tion than  I  ever  had  in  my  life — I  have  got  the  ships  in  possession,  in 
order  to  carry  up  the  remains  of  the  Continental  Army,  at  General 
Washington's  earnest  request — The  ships  were  kept  from  me  so  long, 
that  there  was  neither  sailors,  officers  or  materials  to  be  procured. 
Expecting  that  we  should  be  able  to  pick  up  some  British  Tars,  with 
whom  there  w'd  be  no  danger,  whilst  the  soldiers  were  on  board  I  wrote 
to  Colo.  Dabney.  to  furnish  tw.o  officers  &  40  men  for  the  safety  of  the 
ships  on  their  return,  this  application  was  with  the  approbation  of  Major 
Genl:  Lincoln,  who  also  wrote  to  Colo.  Dabney.  I  sh'd  not  have  taken 
this  liberty,  had  there  been  time  to  have  sent  to  Eichmond,  but  the 
ships  came  up  one  day,  &  the  Continental  Troops  hurried  on  board  the 
next  day,  hands,  water  wood  &c  &c  were  to  be  got  in  the  utmost  hurry — 
there  is  one  of  the  ships  sailed  this  afternoon,  the  other  will  sail  tomor- 
row— Colo.  Dabney's  men  have  not  yet  appeared.  The  French  Troops 
are  going  into  Winter  Quarters  as  fast  as  they  can  get  houses,  I  dare 
say  there  is  a  necessity  for  their  taking  up  all  the  room  they've  hitherto 
done,  but  the  people  are  far  from  being  satisfied — there  is  a  degree  of 
harshness  in  a  soldier's  coming  &  taking  a  man's  house,  that  our  people 
have  not  been  used  to,  nor  can  they  put  up  with  it  quietly.  Perhaps  it 
would  have  been  more  agreable  to  the  people  &  more  consistent  with  our 
Constitution  that,  the  civil  magistrate  had  appropriated  Quarters  for  the 
Troops — it  may  be  prudent  to  begin  by  times,  to  exert  the  authority 
of  the  civil  power,  which  cannot  fail  to  make  people  respected  by  the 
military,  although  there  has  been  some  murmering  &  perhaps  some 
instances  of  insolence,  which  will  be  the  ease  where  there  is  an  army.  I 
should  certainly  do  the  French  Army  great  injustice,  if  I  did  not  say 
they  are  a  sett  of  very  orderly  men.  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  things  will  go  on  smoothly,  'tis  not  impossible,  but  they  may 
have  come  here  with  the  same  prejudices  the  Northern  Troops  did  at 
first.  I  hope  to  get  away  from  this  place  in  a  few  days  now,  at  which  I 
shall  be  extremely  happy. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Eespect, 
Your  most  humb  Servant." 


Nov'r  17th  Maj :  E.  Claiborne,  orders  that  all  the  horses  "that  can  in  a  reasonable 
time  be  recruited  "as  soon  as  they  shall  have  consumed  the  forage  col- 
lected in  the  Counties  to  which  thej"-  were  sent,  should  be  dispersed 
among  the  inhabitants,  under  proper  contracts,  to  be  nursed,  and  put  in 
order  for  service  as  soon  as  possible" — Those  not  worth  this  expence  to 
be  sold  to  pay  for  keeping  the  others. 
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Colo.  0.  Febiger  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

"Dear  Colonel,  Nov'r  17th 

The  officers  at  this  Station,  understanding  a  Detachment  Cumberland 

Old  P    H 

is  shortly  to  march  from  here  to  the  Southward — Beg  leave  previous  to 
such  a  step  being  put  in  execution ;  to  lay  before  you  their  Incapacity 
for  undertaking  such  an  expedition,  circumstanced  as  they  are  at  Pres- 
ent— You  are  truly  sensible,  we  are  destitute  of  Cash  (and  it  may  with 
equal  propriety  be  said,  we  have  had  none  for  two  and  some  for  three 
years  past,  except  some  small  sums  of  State  money,  which  from  its 
depreciated  State,  was  of  very  little  account  or  advantage)  either  to  dis- 
charge our  little  debts  here,  or  to  subsist  us  on  so  long  a  march ;  not  to 
mention  that  sickness  and  other  contingencies,  may  when  to  the  South- 
ward, reduce  an  officer  without  money  to  assist  him,  to  the  most  deplora- 
ble state  of  despondency. 

We  are  truly  destitute  of  cloathing,  having  barely  sufficient  to  sup- 
port us  against  the  inclemencies  of  a  Winter  Campaign,  nor  has  each 
■  officer  a  Blankett — It  may  be  said,  that  part  of  us  will  receive  twenty 
pounds  worth  of  cloathing,  the  part  who  are  privileged  to  receive  that, 
are  much  the  fewest  of  those  who  will  be  destin'd  to  march  with  the 
Detachment,  it  being  granted  only  to  such  as  were  in  the  TreD.ches 
during  the  Seige  of  York,  and  even  those  (the  Cloathing  now  arriv'd) 
receive  not  more  than  fourteen  pounds  worth  V.  Currency,  and  that 
Summer  cloathing,  not  one  yard  of  cloath  being  in  the  assortment,  so 
that  but  very  few  of  the  Officers  who  are  to  march  with  the  Detachment 
will  reap  any  advantage  from  this  supply. 

These  circumstances  being  strictly  considered,  every  humane  feeling 
person  must  necessarily  suppose  that  it  would  be  the  greatest  impru- 
dence in  us  to  throw  ourselves  away,  and  possibly  risque  our  Eeputation 
on  so  precarious  an  event.  We  wish  to  render  our  Country  every  ser- 
vice in  our  power.  We  have  done  it,  tho'  with  the  loss  of  health  and 
fortune,  and  are  still  agreed  and  ready  to  march  upon  the  shortest 
notice  to  any  the  most  distant  part,  for  her  releif  and  advantage,  if  sup- 
ply'd  in  any  Suitable  manner,  but  we  cannot  in  justice  to  ourselves, 
under  such  circumstances  yeild  the  submission  and  pursue  the  same 
schemes  now,  when  there  is  not  the  same  necessity  as  heretofore,  but 
must  observe  to  our  Eulers,  how  ungenerously,  nay  how  inhumanely 
they  have  treated  us.  Let  them  cast  their  eyes  on  our  Sister  States  to 
the  Northward,  and  see  how  amply  they  have  provided  for  those  brave 
officers  who  have  fought  their  Battles,  and  endured  with  perseverance, 
the  innumerable  hardships  attendant  on  the  military  Proffesion — Then 
let  them  draw  a  line,  by  which  they  will  see  that  the  Ballance  of  ill 
usage  and  neglect  has  fallen  with  unmerciful!  weight  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Continental  Line  of  this  State  in  a  manyfold  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Officers  of  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 

77 
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1781.  Permit  us  therefore,  Dear  Colonel,  to  make  this  single  observation  to 

Nov'r  17th  you,  an  observation  we  are  sensible  must  give  you  pain,  and  which  no 
officer  who  knows  Colo.  Pebiger  would  willingly  do.  That  we  will,  and 
are  unanimously  resolved,  unless  Eedused,  to  resign  our  Commissions 
rather  than  march  to  so  great  a  distance  and  so  unhealthy  a  climate  in 
the  Situation,  and  under  the  circumstances  we  now  are.  We  must  have 
our  pay,  and  that  in  such  money  as  will  not  only  purchase  us  necessa- 
rys  here,  but  where  we  are  going;  which  the  paper  of  this  State  will 
not  do,  scarce  worth  the  carrying  here,  and  worth  less  to  the  South. 

It  gives  us  sincere  joy  when  we  think  our  Independence  is  so  firmly 
fixed,  that  we  can  retire  without  doing  any  essential  injury  to  our  Coun- 
try, and  that  the  consciousness  of  our  having  well  done  our  duty  will 
chear  us  in  our  Sollitudes,  and  render  to  the  citizen  that  heartfelt  Satis- 
faction, which  he  experienced  whilst  in  the  Army  fighting  for  the  Liber- 
ties of  his  Country. 

"We  return  you  every  mark  of  our  Acknowledgements  and  thankful- 
ness, for  the  very  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have  at  all  times 
attempted  to  (have)  justice  done  us ;  and  the  regret  we  shall  feel  when 
obliged  to  quit  the  service  will  be  that  we  left  the  Gentleman  and  Offi- 
cer, whom  we  would  at  all  times  willingly  serve  under,  except  there- 
fore- Dr.  Colonel,  our  warmest  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and 
beleive  us  to  be  with  sincere  Eegard, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servants — 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Officers  at  the  Station. 

THOMAS  POSEY  L:  Col:  4th  Va.  Eegt 
JOHN  POULSON  Major  5th  V.  Eegt 
SAML:  FINLET  Major  1st  Eegt: 
ALEXDE.  PAEKEE  Capt:  2nd  Eegt: 
JOSEPH  SCOTT  Capt  Ist  Eegt: 

A  true  Copy  of  the  original  presented  me 

CHEISTIAN  FEBIGBE 
Col:  2nd  Va.  Eegt:  &  Comd.  Genl:  Eend:" 


Nov'r  18th  Henry  Skipwith  Co.  Lieut:  to  Gov:  Nelson. 

Cumberland  Eecommending  that  a  new  arrangement  be  allowed  in  laying  off  the 
County,  before  any  draft  of  the  militia  be  attempted,  in  as  much  as  since 
the  orders  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1780,  so  many  men  have  died 
emigrated  and  come  of  age,  that  no  f^ir  and  ecjual  draft  can  otherwise 
be  made. 
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Col:  C.  Pebiqer  to  Col:  Davies,  acknowledging  receipts  of  the  12th       1781. 

&  14th  insts.  Nov'r  18th 

Genl:  St.  Clair  has  positively  ordered  all  the  well  men  to  march  imme-  Cumberland 
diately — He  will  arrange  and  clothe  them  the  next  day,  but  has  no  oflS- 
cers,  as  there  are  not  enough  at  the  Station  to  supply  four  companies — 
Has  arms  enough,  but  wants  much  Knapsacks,  canteens,  camp  Kettles 
and  narrow  axes,  also  wagon-gear — He  will  apply  to  Major  Claiborne 
for  these  things. 


CoL:  Will:  Wishart  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Nov'r  I8th 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

My  infirm  and  precarious  state  of  Pr.  Anne  Co 
Health  is  such  that  I  find  myself  very  unequal  in  bodily  Abilities  to  the 
Task  of  performing  the  various  services  which  necessarily  devolve  on  a 
County  Lieutenant.  I  assure  your  Excellency  that  1  never  failed  to 
obey  the  commands  of  the  Executive,  but  with  all  possible  Diligence 
with  the  greatest  chearfulness,  attended  the  Business  whilst  Health  and 
strength  would  admit."  *  *  *  * 

"Hoping  that  your  Excellency  will  conceive  the  cause  of  my  applying 
for  a  Eesignation  sufficient,  doubt  not  but  you'll  readily  accept  of  my 
Commission  inclosed,  that  some  other  man  able  and  as  willing  may  be 
appointed" —  ***** 

"Should  have  troubled  your  Excellency  with  this.  Some  Time  ago, 
had  it  not  been  that  I  was  determined  to  seek  vengeance  on  t\e  Eefu- 
gees  and  Tories  of  this  County  (thro'  whose  means  many  Friends  to  the 
Country,  with  myself  became  sufferers)  which,  thank  God,  with  the 
assistance  of  Colo.  Dabney,  have  pretty  well- effected. 
I  am, 

With  the  greatest  Eespect 

Tr:  Excellency's  mo:  obed:  hum  Servt.'' 


W.   AeMSTEAD  to  .  Nov'r  19th 

"Sir, 

Some  days  ago  Doct:  Pope,  being  in  want  of  Sugar  &c,  for  the  Monday 
Hospital,  I  made  application  to  the  Quarter  Master  for  a  waggon  to  morning 
bring  a  quantity  of  those  Articles  from  Mr.  Eoss'  store  to  the  Publick 
Store,  but  without  success,  this  was  the  case  for  three  or  four  several 
days;  thus  the  matter  remained  untill  yesterday,  when  I  was  informed 
you  came  by  the  publick  store  &  barely  upon  hearing  Doet:  Pope  men- 
tion his  want  of  the  sugar,  immediately  with  warmth,  charged  it  upon 
my  neglect,  with  other  insinuations  equally  inapplicable  to  me.    this 

J 
J 
f 
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1781.  Sir,  is  a  state  of  my  conduct  which  may  be  established  past  contradic- 
Nov'r  19th  tion,  from  this,  I  am  willing  to  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  any  man 
(who  has  not  already  given  his  opinion)  whether  I  have  not  done  every 
thing  which  upon  this  occasion  my  duty  required ;  if  so  then  your  treatment 
of  me  was  unjust  &  malicious;  to  my  feelings  nothing  is  more  corroding 
than  reflections  of  this  cast,  except  the  disagreeable  altercations  they 
sometimes  produce,  had  this  therefore  been  the  only  instance,  which 
proved  your  readiness  to  censure  me,  I  might  have  endeavoured  to  sup- 
press communicating  to  you  my  dissatisfaction  at  it ;  but  as  I  am  per- 
suaded no  just  occasion  of  blaming  me  will  pass  unused,  so  I  am  deter- 
mined not  passively  to  suffer  any  unjust  ones  to  be  used  to  that  end;  I 
forbear  several  remarks,  which  the  present  occasion  strongly  suggests, 
hoping  that  your  observations  of  yesterday,  might  not  result  from  that 
temper  towards  me  which  I  suspected,  the  Sugar  &c  are  this  morning 
bro:  up. 

I  am  with  due  respect  Sir, 
Tr:  obed:  Servt." 


Nov'r  19th  Col:  Bd:  Carrinqton  to  Gov:  Nelson,  drawing  attention  to  the  wishes 
expressed  by  G-enl:  Washington,  that  a  depot  of  Arms  and  Mil:  Stores 
should  be  established  at  Westham,  or  if  houses  could  not  be  procured 
there,  at  Eichmond. 

Richmond  He  has  waited  several  days  to  confer  more  at  length  with  his  Bxcel- 
lency  on  this  subject,  but  the  movements  of  Genl:  St.  Clair's  Division, 
require  his  immediate  departure.  Capt:  Singleton  who  is  left  to  carry 
out  the  arrangement  for  this  depositewill  give  his  Excellency  every  assist- 
ance and  information  in  the  matter — His  first  need  will  be  a  guard  and 
detail  of  men,  which  he  trusts  will  be  at  once  furnished— He  will  not 
attempt  any  further  suggestions,  as  his  Excellency  is  possessed  of  Genl: 
Washington's  views,  and  is  well  aware  of  the  wants  of  the  Country. 


Nov'r  19th  Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Davies. 

Albemarle  He  has  sent  his  wagon  down  with  the  "Stable  Jacketts,  Pelt  Hatts, 
arrao  s  Qver-alls,  &  what  black  Stocks"  he  has— the  leather  stocks  not  ready 
for  want  of  blacking— He  has  drawn  a  quantity  of  "Blue  &  red  cloth 
from  Mr.  Dyer's  Store"  and  is  having  it  made  into  coats  for  the  Infantry. 
There  is  a  quantity  of  "Green  &  white"  at  the  same  place,  which  is  to 
be  reserved  for  the  "State  Cavalry"— If  there  is  any  Linnen  at  Eich- 
mond fit  for  soldiers'  shirts,  it  should  be  sent  up  at  once- Desires  to  be 
furnished  with  "the  uniform  of  the  Different  Eegiments"  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, so  that  the  cloth  may  be  made  up  accordingly— Wants  buttons,  as 
he  dislikes  issuing  clothing  without  them. 
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Asks  how  he  is  to  be  paid  his  salary  and  what  it  is  fixed  at?  Is  he  to  1781. 
apply  to  the  State  or  Continent — Capt :  John  Tebbs  should  be  paid  for  Nov'r  19th 
his  services  as  his  Assistant,  without  whom  he  could  not  have  gotten 
along  in  his  business,  but  apprehends  he  will  be  obliged  to  reward  him  out 
of  his  own  pay.  All  the  pay  he  himself  has  drawn  since  acting  in  the 
Department,  is  "20.000  Dollars"  rec'd  last  march,  a  sum  that  will  not 
defray  the  traveling  expenees  of  one  who  has  had  to  move  as  he  has 
done  since  that  time. 

Some  person  should  have  been  appointed  to  continue  with  the  South- 
ern Army  to  receive  and  igsue  the  clothing  sent  to  the  Soldiers  of  the 
Yirginia  Line,  and  he  should  have  gone  himself,  having  no  power  to 
appoint  any  one,  but  that  his  services  were  more  valuable  where  he  has 
been  acting — After  Christmas  however,  he  intends  to  make  "the  Army 
his  Station.'' 


Col:  Josiah  Parker  to  Hon:  Mr.  Jameson.  Nov'r  I9th 

"The  Eev:  Mr.  Andrews  the  bearer  of  this  has  some  time  since  joined  Smithfleld, 
the  British  Army,  from  political  added  to  religious  principles;  was  taken  °  Oo  ^^ 
at  York,  paroled  &  now  waits  on  your  board  for  tryal.  When  he  first  ^^ 
came  to  Virginia  my  Father's  house  received  him.  there  I  was  first 
honor'd  with  his  acquaintance,  he  lived  in  this  neighbourhood  some 
time,  and  ever  has  supported  the  character  of  a  worthy  clergyman. 
Although  he  has  actually  followed  the  Enemy  and  served  in  his  office 
with  them,  he  has  never  deviated  from  the  principles  of  a  christian  & 
humane  man — ever  attentive  to  the  calls  of  our  distressed  prisoners,  he 
has  even  interested  himself  so  far  as  to  receive  abuse  from  his  repeated 
applications  in  their  behalf.  Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  bigot  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
can Independence.  She  has  been  abused  by  the  British  Army  &  rather 
than  remain  with  them,  she  qui  ted  Portsmouth  long  before  the  British 
Army  left  it.  Any  inconveniences  Mr.  Andrews  may  labour  under  from 
his  attention  to  the  Enemy,  may  add  to  the  distresses  of  his  wife  &  fam- 
ily— indeed  I  am  convinced  that  was  he  again  liberated  and  with  the 
Enemy,  his  attention  &  services  to  our  unfortunate  prisioners,  would 
exceed  any  services  he  cou'd  render  the  Enemy  Your  useing  your  influ- 
ence in  his  favor,  will  probably  releive  a  distressed  family  and  send  a 
man  who  has  never  done  amiss,  except  in  differing  in  opinion  from  us. 
with  respectful  sentiments,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Dr.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servt." 


Oapt:  H.  Young  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  procured  a  quantity  of  Nov'r  19th 
leather  for  equipping  Colo.  Baylor's  Eegiment,  but  "it  wants  currying" 
and  "Parks  refuses  to  do  it,"  unless  he  is  paid  in  specie. 
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1781.  Major  Eich:  Claiborne  to  Col:  Da  vies. 

Nov'r  30th 

Richmond  Expresses  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  furnish  the  Hospitals  with 
stoves  or  wood.  The  stoves  and  pipes  were  destroyed  by  the  Enemy 
when  they  got  to  Eichmond,  and  now  the  workmen  are  so  busy  in  refit- 
ting "the  3d  Eegiraent  of  Horse"  for  the  field,  that  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  repairing  them  at  present.  Accordingly  all  he  can  do,  is  to 
direct  the  Dep :  Q.  Master  at  Wmsburg  to  have  the  public  stores  brought 
from  York  Town,  and  the  ofllcer  at  Fredericksburg  to  send  pipes  from 
from  Hunter's  Works — Coal  will  be  sent  from  Eichmond,  in  lieu  of  wood. 
He  has  not  a  wagan  to  spare,  all  being  needed  for  the  Southern  Army. 
Eeeommends  getting  oxen  and  carts  left  at  York,  but  fears  this  will 
prove  a  "poor  shift"  as  the  cattle  had  "horrid  times  at  the  seige" — 
Concludes — "Sorry  am  I  that  your  agents  are  in  similar  situation  with 
those  of  the  Quarter  Master  General.  "Where  there  is  no  inducement, 
there  is  little  or  no  ambition — for  from  long  experience  with  a  number 
of  public  agents,  I  have  found  that  where  there  is  not  proper  means  to 
carry  on  the  business,  and  a  tolerable  prospect  for  compensation,  few 
act  with  alacrity."  ***** 
"  I  have  written  to  the  Assistant  Deputy  Q.  Master  at  this  post,  to  pay 
immediate  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  cattle,  both  as  to  their  being 
dispersed,  and  in  want  of  feed." 


Nov'r  20th  Bridger  Hat.nie  to  Gov:  Nelson,  informing  him  the  twenty  hhds: 
of  Eum,  impressed  by  Ed :  "Walden,  belonging  to  the  French  Prize 
driven  ashore  at  Smith's  Point,  and  stored  in  his  Commissary  house  at 
ISTorth'd  Court  House,  by  order  of  Col:  Winder  Kenner,  is  still  there. 

Northum-  Desires  instructions  in  regard  to  it.  As  the  French  have  not  sent  for  it 

berland  Co.  ■•      •         •        ^i.  ,  .  ,/.-,-> 

he  imagines  they  are  not  in  want  of  Eum. 


Nov'r  20th  J.  Madison  Jnr:  Ed:  Eandolph  &  Jas:  Jones,  Delegates  to  Gov: 

Nelson. 
"Sir, 

Philadelphia  Our  Letter  of  the  17th  by  Capt:  Irish  contains  those  communica- 

tions which  would  otherwise  have  been  the  subject  of  this  weeks  corres- 
pondence. 

We  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Andrews'  Letter  of 
the  9th  conveying  to  us  the  disagreeable  information  of  your  Excellen- 
cies indisposition,  from  which  however,  he  gives  us  reason  to  hope  you  will 
be  soon  recovered,  and  able  to  repair  to  Eichmond— The  requests  contained 
in  his  Letter  respecting  the  Guard  and  provisions  furnished  by  the  State 
for  the  security  and  support  of  the  British  prisoners  at  Winchester,  shall 
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be  attended  to  and  answered  as  soon  as  it  is  in  our  power.     We  are       1781. 
informed  the  British  fleet  have  all  returned  to  the  Hook,  the  Troops    Nov'r  20th 
landed  on  Staten  Island,  and  that  sixteen  of  the  ships  of  war  are  to 
repair  to  the  W.  Indies,  the  others  to  continue  at  N.  York. 
"We  are  respectfully,  Sir, 

Yr:  most  obedt  Servts." 


Jonathan  Park  to  Col:  Davies  giving  reasons  why  he  cannot  get   Nov'r  20th 

boots  &  shoes  made. 

There  is  no  leather  tanned  fit  for  cavalry  boots,  it  having  been  all    Richmond 
destroyed  by  the  Bnem.y.     He  will  make  every  exertion  however,  and 
if  Capt:  Young  will  furnish  the  oil  &  Tallow,  at  the  rate  of  one  pint  oU 
to  each  side  and  3 J  lbs  Tallow  to  the  Gall:  of  oil,  with  the  usual  pay" 
in  Specie  or  raw  Hides,"  the  leather  shall  be  curried  immediately. 


Alex:  Martin,  Lt:  Gov'r,  to  Gov:  Nelson.  Nov'r  20th 

"Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  Honour  in  my  last  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  Salem,  N.  0. 
the  capture  of  Governor  Burke,  and  of  the  Government  of  this  State 
devolving  on  me,  as  Speaker  of  the  Senate  for  the  Time  being;  and 
therein  took  occasion  to  mention  the  great  necessity  this  State  was  in 
for  want  of  Lead,  but  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  any  Answer  from 
your  Excellency — Permit  me  Sir,  again  to  repeat  my  Solicitations  for 
that  article,  so  essentially  necessary  in  our  military  Operations  against 
the  Enemy.  Our  militia  are  in  the  Field  against  a  British  Post  in  this 
State,  which  we  flatter  ourselves  to  reduce  in  Time,  but  are  ill  served 
with  ammunition. 

The  Conductor  of  the  mines,  I  am  informed  has  Instructions  to  issue 
no  Lead  to  any  person,  but  by  your  express  Orders.  Please  then  Sir, 
to  issue  your  Orders  to  him  to  supply  this  State  with  two  Tons  of  Lead, 
and  that  he  deliver  the  same  to  such  person  I  shall  intrust  for  that  Pur- 
pose, and  for  the  Payment  thereof,  I  hereby  pkilge  the  Faith  of  the 
State. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  highest  Eespect  and  Esteem 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  Servant." 


John  Hickman  Co.  Lieut:  to  Col:  Davies.  Nov'r  2ist 

He  has  rec'd  his  order  for  fifty  of  the  militia  to  act  as  guard  to  the  King  Wm. 
Prisoners  to  Fredericksburg,  but  he  has  neither  arms  or  ammunition — 
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1781.       Most  of  the  men  in  the  County  have  been  in  the  service,  since  Genl: 
Nov'r  21st   Leslie's  first  invasion  of  the  State,  and  he  prefers  they  be  excused,  but 
if  they  must  be  had,  order  the  Arms  &  ammunition,  and  the  number 
needed  shall  be  had. 


IToT'r  21st 


Accomack 
Co. 


Capt:  Thos:  Parker  to  Col:  Da  vies. 
"Dr.  Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  some  gentlemen  from  Camp  that  neither 
your  letter  (respecting  this  command)  nor  mine,  reached  the  Marquis, 
by  which  means  my  situation  has  been  very  disagreeable  having  been 
furnished  by  Colo.  Cropper  the  County  Lieutenant,  with  only  a  few  old 
arnls  without  accoutrements,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  ammunition. 
This  is  therefore  to  request  the  favor  of  your  transmitting  me  the  neces- 
sary instructions  concerning  my  command,  and  an  order  for  such  arti- 
cles as  are  contained  by  the  enclosed  return."     *  *  *  * 

"Arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition,  I  expect  are  at  York,  &  prob- 
ably British  clothing,  which  would  suit  as  well  here  as  any  Kind,  if  the 
soldiers  may  be  allowed  to  wear  them,  Being  detached  from  the  Army  I 
don't  suppose  it  could  be  attended  with  any  bad  consequence,  they  are 
very  bare  &  I  fear  other  Kind  continues  very  scarce.  There  are  now 
two  Lieuts.  here,  Sarborough  &  Coverly,  and  I  think  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion for  one  more,  as  I  expect  to  have  upwards  of  a  hundred  men  & 
business  enough  for  them  before  long. 

Northampton  has  not  raised  its  quota  of  men  &  the  County  Lieut: 
gives  me  as  a  reason  that  he  has  no  orders  to  do  it,  and  appears  to  think 
I  have  not  a  right  to  call  on  hira  for  them,  or  any  thing  else  to  be  fur- 
nished by  that  County.  I  wish  therefore  to  have  something  respecting 
these  things  in  my  instructions, 

and  am  Sir,  with  due  respect  &  Esteem 

Your  most  Obedt  &  very  Humble  Servant." 


Nov'r  21st 


David  Eoss  to  Gov:  Nelson. 


York  Town  He  is  informed  "that  the  British  Prisoners  at  Gloucester  are  left 
without  a  guard  &  without  proper  provision  being  made  for  their  accom- 
modation and  support" — those  in  health  are  strolling, about  and  making 
their  escape :  the  sick  suffering  for  many  things — He  knew  not  who  is 
in  charge  of  that  department— At  the  instance  of  the  Count  Viomenil 
in  command  at  York,  he  sends  Capt.  Eddins  to  lay  this  matter  before 
the  Executive. 

He  hopes  to  finish  his  business  and  leave  for  Eichmond  the  next  day. 
Finds  such  great  difficulty  in  getting  sailors  in  Virginia  to  man  the 
ships,  that  he  will  be  obliged  to  order  one  there  to  the  head  of  Elk  or 
Baltimore.  Capt:  Maxwell  goes  up  to  engage  the  men  &  may  take  com- 
mand of  one  himself. 
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Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

Nov'r  22d 

Col:  Armand  has  applied  to  him  for  a  supply  of  shoes,  and  to  repair  a  Albemarle 
"  number  of  Boots  for  his  cavalry,  indeed  his  demands  increase,  but  shall  Barracks 
not  be  allowed  unless  under  positive  orders.  Bequests  instructions  in 
this  matter  as  his  requests  will  increase  with  the  indulgences  he  receives 
from  the  State.  The  Tailors  are  all  idle  for  want  of  thread;  and  he  is 
much  annoyed  that  so  much  delay  shuld  be  occasioned  by  so  small  a 
matter,  especially  as  timely  notice  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Armstead,  of 
the  want  of  this  important  article.  Eegrets  he  had  not  written  himself 
to  Mr.  Hay  or  Mr.  Eoss. 

Expresses  great  anxiety  at  not  receiving  "the  bootleggs"  ordered. 
Cannot  a  supply  of  leather  be  gotten  at  the  Warwick  Tannery,  as  the 
Cavalry  are  much  in  want  of  them. 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies. 
"Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  j^ou  on  a  subject  which,  tho'  out  of 
the  line  of  my  Department,  is  none  the  less  interesting  to  the  publick 
weal  &  requires  your  interference. 

I  was  informed  yesterday  that  the  British  Prisoners  at  Gloucester 
were  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation — the  sick  &  wounded  in  want  of 
every  necessary — those  that  are  recovered,  allowed  to  go  at  large  &  to 
make  their  escape,  no  American  Officer  nor  Guard  to  take  any  notice  of 
them,  nor  any  Commissary  of  Prisoners.  Upon  this  information,  I 
requested  the  favour  of  Capt:  Eddins  to  go  over  the  Eiver  &  see  the 
real  situation  of  matters  &  to  make  such  temporary  arrangements  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  required — this  he  informs  me  is  done  &  confirms  the 
above  representation,  which  I  dare  say  justiffies  my  sending  an  express, 
and  giving  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter."  **:)■-* 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Eespect 

Your  most  hum :  Serv't." 


Nov'r  22d 


Tork 


Lieut:  Stephen  Southall  to  Hon:  David  Jameson. 


Nov'r  22d 


He  was  ordered  to  this  Post,  to  take  command  of  a  Company  of  Artil-  Cumberland 
lery,  but  has  not  his  commission — Has  made  several  ineffectual  efforts  to  '     " 

get  it,  and  cannot  "think  of  marching  without  if — He  was  appointed 
Ist  Lieut:  in  the  IstEegt:  Continental  Artillery  on  January  28th  1781 — 
Col :  Harrison  in  Eichmond  will  corroborate  this  statement. 
78 
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1781.  Eeuben  Turner  informs  Major  Claiborne,  he  has  made  every  effort  to 

Nov'r  22d  remove  the  sick  Prisoners  from  Todd's  Bridge — All  have  now  gone 
Ayletts  except  about  one  hundred — The  difficulty  in  procuring  wagons  has 
delayed  their  removal — Had  he  known  the  character  of  the  business,  he 
would  never  have  undertaken  it,  for  he  is  opposed  to  taking  his  neigh- 
bor's cart  and  team  by  force,  and  paying  him  nothing  for  it — concludes — 
"Any  kind  of  business  that  I  can  do  for  my  country  without  infringing 
on  the  rights  of  my  countrymen  I  am  willing  to  undertake,  but  no 
other." 


Nov'r  22d 

Hanover 
Town 


Doct:  G.  Wilson  writes  to  Col:  Davies,  that  a  party  of  British  Pris- 
oners have  been  brought  to  New  Castle  a  few  days  before,  by  some 
French  officers,  who  left  them  there.  They  are  now  at  that  place,  about 
two  hundred  in  number — In  regard  to  their  behavior,  he  has  heard  of 
no  complaints  against  them;  perhaps  it  may  have  been  in  the  country 
through  which  they  had  been  allowed  to  pass  without  guards  over  them 


Nov'r  22d 


Jas:  Hunter  to  Col:  O.  Towles. 


Dear  Sir, 


Stafford  Co.  "I  design  to  be  at  Eichmond  next  week,  when  I  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  &  confering  with  you  &  shall  think  myself  happy  if 
thro'  your  &  Col:  Davies  means,  my  works  can  be  any  way  serviceable 
to  the  State,  mean  time  I  thank  you  for  your  attention  &  good  offices  for 
their  safety  during  the  Invasion,  &  for  the  assistance  of  some  Draught 
artificers  you  was  pleased  to  send  there  to  forward  the  stores  for  the 
Southern  Army.  Since  the  Assembly  extended  the  like  indulgence  to 
my  workmen  as  those  employed  in  the  Public  Factories,  I  have  resumed 
the  manufactory  of  small  arms — Workmen  are  puting  the  machinary 
for  grind'g  &  boring  &c.  in  order,  &  artificers  collecting,  which  may  be 
improved  to  the  benefit  of  the  State  (and  myself,  am  hitherto  a  consid- 
erable sufferer)  but  I  trust  thro'  Col:  Davies,  will  be  put  on  such  a  foot- 
ing, as  I  may  receive  something  solid  to  pay  wages  &  buy  Provisions 
(my  own  being  deliver'd  the  Public)  &  to  pay  the  first  cost  of  the  mate- 
rials wanted,  if  my  labour  &  propt.  is  with  held. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  him,  that  in  consequence  of  his  orders,  one  trav- 
eling Forge  w'th  its  utensils  &  Harness  complete,  has  been  ready  for 
some  weeks  &  notice  given  Mr.  Young  the  D.  Q.  M.  to  send  for  it,  &  I 
have  also  in  hand  a  Thousand  Horseman's  Swords,  to  the  pattern  for- 
warded from  Genl:  Greene's  Army  by  order  of  Colo:  Washington — 
there  are  also  about  500  Bridle  Bits  &  a  number  of  curry  combs  &c.,  of 
which  I  shall  be  more  particular  when  I  see  my  manager  &  communicate 
when  I  see  you  at  Eich'nd.     On  the  whole  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  every- 
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thing  in  my  power  to  answer  the  views  of  the  Com'rs  of  War  Office,  if       1781. 
the  Assembly  will  stipulate  a  certain  &  proper  paym't.  Nov'r  22d 

in  haste,  I  am  with  real  Eegard  &  Esteein 

D'r  Sr.  yr.  most  obed't  Serv't." 


Capt;  H.  Young  to  Col:  Davies.  Nov'r  22(i 

"Dr.  Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  hear  what  Capt:  Thompson  has  to  say  relative  Richmond 
the  state  of  our  little  Navy,  and  let  me  entreat  you  once  more  to  lay 
before  the  Council  my  distressed  situation  for  the  want  of  two  Barrels 
of  Tar.  Mr.  Hay  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  I  have 
offer'd  Brown  (who  is  the  only  person  that  has  Tar)  his  price  in  specie, 
or  two  barrels  of  Tar  for  one,  both  of  which  offei's  he  has  refused.  Our 
waggons  can't  run  for  the  want  of  Tar. 

I  am  yr.  Obt.  Hble.  servant.'' 


Wm.  Hay,  Asst:  Commercial  Agent,  certifies,  that  he  has  bought  of    Noy't  22d 
Mr.  Alex:  Nelson  fifty-six  barrels  of  Alum  salt,  containing  two  hundred    Eichmond 
and  ten  bushels,  "at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  Tobacco",  and 
for  the  barrels,  at  the  "  rate  of  seven  shillings  &  three  pence  specie,  "Vir- 
ginia money.'' 


Major  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies,  expressing  his  great  concern  at  the    Nov'r  23d 
condition  of  the  Sick  and  other  prisoners,  at  Ayletts,  and  at  Hanover 
Co.  House. 

He  should  go  in  person  to  look  after  them,  but  that  the  duties  of  his    Eichmond 
Office  will  not  permit  it.     He  is  urging  the  Agents  in  the  different 
Departments  to  render  their  accounts  and  returns  as  promptly  as  pos- 
sible. 

A  large  quantity  of  Clothing,  Spirits  and  medicine,  is  ready  to  be 
transported  to'the  Southern  Army  from  Richmond  by  way  of  Pej-tons- 
burg  in  Pittsylvania  Co.,  and  Col:  Carrington  has  been  urging  their  dis- 
patch, but  he  is  utterly  at  a  loss  what  to  do  for  want  of  wagons.  Capt 
Young  to  whom  he  has  applied  can  afford  him  no  assistance.  The  last 
six  wagons  and  teams  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Post  at  Rich- 
mond, have  been  sent  to  transport  the  stores  for  Genl:  St.  Clair's  Troops. 
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1781.       CoL:  Ohas.  Dabney  to  Col    Davies,  in  regai'd  to  recruiting  his  Eegi- 
Nov'r  24th  ment. 

Portsmouth  Hopes  the  "Assembly"  will  fall  on  some  steps  to  fill  it  up" — the  rais- 
ing men  with  paper  money  entirely  at  an  end  at  present,  but  thinks  it 
can  be  done,  by  giving  a  bounty  of  five  or  six  pounds  in  specie  pr:  man. 
Under  all  the  difficulties,  he  has  enlisted  upwards  of  thirty  men  for  the 
War,  since  August  last. 


Nov'r  24th  J.  Prentis  TO  Gov:  Nelson.    ' 

"Sir, 
Williamsb'g  At  the  request  of  the  Common  Hall  of  this  City,  I  am  to  inform 

your  Excellency,  that  a  number  of  Persons  who  were  formerly  residents 
of  this  Town,  and  who  joined  the  British  Army,  have,  since  Lord  Corn- 
wallis'  Eeduction,  returned  here;  and  are  at  this  time,  quietly  enjoying 
the  privileges  and  advantages  of  good  citizens,  which  we  cannot  con- 
ceive they  are  entitled  to. 

I  have  inclosed  a  List  of  such  of  them  as  can  be  recollected  at  present, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  mode  will  be  adoirted  by  the  Executive 
to  enquire  into  this  matter. 

I  am  with  every  sentiment  of  Esteem  &  Eespect 

Yr:  Excellency's  most  ob't  S'vt. 
"Jacob  Williams 
Joseph  Thompson 
Henry  Drake  Watson 
Benj.  Bucktrout 
James  Hubard  jnr: 
Wm.  Hill 
James  Eoss" 


Nov'r  25th  Oapt  :  JoHN  Pryoe  TO  CoL :  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Hanover  I  have  provided  a  Vessel  and  sent  Mr.  Eeynolds  down  for  the 

'"'"  Arms  in  Glostre,  York,  W'msburg  and  other  places,  with  directions  to 
store  them  at  New  Castle,  which  place  is  more  convenient  to  Eich'nd 
than  this,  and  much  less  inconvenient,  on  Account  of  Navigation. 

Capt:  Bowne  I  have  requested  to  go  immediately  down  after  the  can- 
non at  the  Western  branch,  and  to  have  them  bro't  up  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble to  Eichmond,  and  am  now  on  my  way  to  reconnoitre  the  situation 
of  the  cannon  at  Taylor's  Perry  &  Hanover  Co.  Ho: — 

As  the  necessity  for  Conductors  ceases,  I  shall  discontinue  them, 
those  I  have  already  discontinued  are  Mr.  Maupin,  Mr.  Davies,  &  Mr. 
Frazer,  giving  them  certificates  for  their  time  of  service  &c — 
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So  soon  as  I  see  into  the  probability  of  getting  these  cannon  out  of  the 
River  &  moving  thom,  1  shall  come  over  and  have  some  serious  conver- 
sation on  the  subject  of  the  proposals  you  did  me  the  honor  to  make  me, 
when  I  was  last  at  Richm'd. 

I  do  imagine  that  an  entire  new  fabrication  of  the  System  had  better 
take  place,  and  upon  such  principles  as  will  ensure  the  faithful  execution 
of  the  business  by  those  who  will  engage  in  it — 

I  am  D'r  Sir, 
With  the  highest  Esteem  &  Respect 

Your  most  ob.  Servant." 
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1781. 
Nov'r  25th 


Capt:  a.  Bohannan  to  Hon:  Wm.  Davies. 


Nov'r  25th 


He  regrets  that  leave  of  absence  of  his  Assistant,  Mr.  Kenaday,  puts  Kichmond 
it  out  of  his  power  to  settle  his  accounts  at  the  last  of  the  month,  but 
is  quite  willing  his  pay  shall  cease  at  that  time — He  has  sent  to  Mr. 
Jordati,  his  assistant  "at  Irvins",  for  an  inventory  of  all  the  stores  in 
that  part  of  the  State,  to  be  ready  by  the  end  of  the  month — Concludes 
"  I  have  to  return  you  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  particular  attention 
you  have  paid  to  my  Interest  &  convenience.  The  interest  of  the  State 
has  been  the  particular  object  of  my  attention,  and  your  approbation  to 
my  conduct  while  in  the  department,  does  me  the  highest  Honour — 

I  have  the  honor  to   be,   with   every  Sentiment   of  gratitude   and 
respect " — &c. 


A.  Ross,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Ld:  Cornwallis,  to  Maurice  Simons  Esqr.   Nov'r  25th 

of  Charles  Town  So:  Carolina,  now  at  Wmsburg  Va. 
"Sir, 

Lord  Cornwallis  lost  no  time  after  his  arrival  here,  in  mentioning  New  York 
your  business  to  Admiral  Digby;  and  the  Admiral,  at  his  request  has 
agreed  to  grant  Passports  for  sending  3  or  400  Hhds:  of  Tobacco  from 
the  Chesapeake  to  Charles  Town,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the 
debts  contracted  by  the  American  Prisoners  there,  provided  you  send 
to  him,  an  exact  desci'iption  of  the  Vessels  intended  to  be  employed  & 
the  number  of  their  crew:  And  they  will  be  limited  in  their  time  of 
Sailing— 

If  it  shou'd  appear  to  you  that  it  will  be  difScult  or  tedious  to  trans- 
port the  Tobacco  under  these  restrictions.  His  Lordship  has  desir'd  me 
to  inform  you,  that  if  you  think  proper  to  come  to  this  place,  he  will 
ask  the  Admiral  to  grant  Passports  to  such  vessel  or  vessels  as  you  shall 
hire  here,  to  go  to  the  Chesapeake  to  load  &  carry  to  Charles  Town  a 
certain  quantity  of  Tobacco  for  the  purpose  abovemention'd.  But  in 
case  you  take  this  resolution,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  should  pro- 
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1781.       cure  from  the  French  &  Americans,  protection  for  such  vessel  or  vessels 

Nov'r  25th  to  return  to  I^few  Yorlt — I  am, 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  &  most  h'ble  Serv't." 
(Copy) 


Noy'r  25th  HeNRY   EeVIN  TO   THE   GOVERNOR. 

Rockingham  "I  must  Beg  Leave  to  Inform  your  Excellency  That  agreeably  to 
"■  your  Instructions  and  request  in  august  Last  past  when  our  Camps 
ware  in  Distressed  circumstances  for  want  of  Teams,  I  sent  Four  from 
this  County.  Which  Teams  I  have  now  Eeason  To  Believe  are  not  like 
to  Be  Sent  Back  To  the  owners,  which  apparently  to  me  will  Be  attended 
with  abad  consequence,  as  at  that  critical  period  I  was  oblidged  to  apply 
to  our  Best  Friends  In  the  cause,  and  informing  them  of  the  great  needces- 
sity  of  Teams  at  the  Time  chearfully  gave  them  up  to  serve  their  coun- 
try, Being  assured  by  Me  That  They  would  not  Be  Detained  longer 
than  to  serve  a  tower  of  2  or  3  months,  as  I  had  not  at  y't  time,  the 
Least  Eeason  to  believe  otherwise.  N"ow  should  these  Teams  not  be 
Eestored  to  the  owners  again  I  doubt  it  will  not  be  in  my  Power  at  any 
othgr  Time,  should  ye  needcessity  be  ever  so  great,  supply  the  Public 
with  Teams,  as  every  person  now  is  apprehensive  That  perhaps  Their 
Teams  may  be  Detained  in  like  manner — Which  it  Is  plain  and  obvious 
that  It  must  be  very  Distressing  upon  those  individuals  who  Haveing 
their  waggons  and  horses  only  for  their  own  private  use  on  their  farms 
at  home,  and  Especially  at  this  Day,  when  Paper  Currency  Is  so  far 
Depreciated,  as  scarcely  to  make  any  purchase  at  all.  But  of  this  your 
Excellency  Is  undoubtedly  fully  Sensible,  and  that  I  be  not  farther 
tedious,  I  shall  Eefer  you  to  the  bearer  Capt :  Cravens  for  particulars." 

I  am  Sir,  with  Eespect, 

yr:  most  ob't  Servant." 


Nov'r  25th  Major  E.  Claiborne  TO  CoL :  Davies,  requesting  an  order  for  some 
Forage  in  the  possession  of  Eich'd  Taylor  Esq'r  in  King  William  Co. 
impressed  by  Gov :  Kelson's  authority. 

Richmond  Issues  of  Forage  for  riding  horses  have  been  stopped  at  this  Post,  and 
the  supply  for  the  wagon  teams  nearly  out.  This  is  becoming  a  serious 
want  not  only  at  Eichm'd  but  throughout  the  State.  Concludes,  "If 
we  allow  the  specifics  to  be  exhausted,  and  the  department  to  be  with- 
out money,  which  is  too  evident  to  admit  of  a  contradiction,  I  confess 
myself  at  a  loss  how  to  carry  on  the  Transportation,  and  to  feed  the 
saddle  horses  that  must  be  indispensably  kept  to  perform  the  ridino- 
business  within  the  department.  I  have  further  to  observe  that  unless 
some  general  and  immediate  supply  of  forage  is  provided  by  Govern- 
ment, the  issues  throughout  the  department,  must  be  put  a  total  stop 
to,  except  to  wagon  and  riding  horses,  that  cannot  be  done  without." 
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Jno.  Eobertson,  Sup:  Issuing  Depart'nt  op  Va.  to  Col:  Davies. 

He  is  sorry  to  hear  "  the  public  cattle  are  in  such  a  bad  situation," 
owing  to  the  want  of  competent  persons  to  overlook  and  assist  in  taking 
care  of  them — On  this  account  great  numbers  were  scattered  and  lost 
during  the  past  summer.  Mr.  Garrett  who  was  appointed  chief  director 
was  deprived  of  his  guard  and  left  with  only  one  soldier,  and  at  this 
time  has  no  more  men  to  take  care  of  four  hundred  cattle — Application 
was  made  to  persons  to  assist  in  the  business,  but  no  one  would  under- 
take it  unless  their  pay  was  guaranteed — Upon  hearing  of  this  condition 
of  things,  and  knowing  that  most  of  the  cattle  belonged  to  "the  Conti- 
nent" he  had  communicated  with  Colo's  Blaine  &  Stewart.  They  have 
appointed  Colo.  Pinnie  at  Wmsburg  to  have  them  all  collected  at  that 
place — Those  fit  for  use  to  be  slaughtered  and  salted  and  the  remainder 
sold — But  unless  speedy  measures  are  taken  to  procure  salt  and  fowarded 
to  the  places  of  slaughter,  there  will  be  great  loss.  In  Gloucester,  the 
cattle  are  dying  daily  in  numbers;  the  fattest  die  first,  owing  to  "a  dis- 
temper that  prevails  among  them."  Salt  alone  is  wanting  to  save  a 
very  large  quantity  of  Beef. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Seige,  he  has  been  constantly  employed  at 
Camp  and  at  this  place,  but  in  a  few  days  he  will  be  at  Eichmond,  pre- 
pared to  close  his  accounts  for  the  War  Department. 


1781. 

NoY'r  25th 

York 


A.  KlEKPATRICK  TO  CoL :  Wm.  Davies. 


"Sir, 


In  behalf  and  at  the  request  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you,  respecting  the  British  pris- 
oners quartered  here,  who  are  daily  committing  some  wanton  destruc- 
tion either  on  public  or  private  property,  two  nights  ago  the  broke  open 
the  Issuing  house  and  took  out  Several  Barrels  of  flour — they  have  burnt 
three  good  houses  already,  that  was  empty,  all  fencing  within  half  a 
mile  of  town  and  most  palling  around  their  gardens,  the  people  are 
exceeding  distressed — there  was  135  prisoners  loft  a  considerable  time 
ago,  78  sent  up  lately  with  a  guard  from  Williamsburg  with  orders  to 
leave  them  here,  and  no  guard  bus  ever  been  with  them,  so  great  a 
number  and  few  Inhabitants,  they  do  as  they  please — there  was  a  large 
party  a  few  days  ago  at  Elliotts  warehouse  (and  I  believe  some  of  them 
is  there  still)  with  a  considerable  guard,  the  officer  of  wh.  offered  to 
take  these  if  the  was  brought  to  him,— but  no  person  hei-e  would  under- 
take to  give  orders  for  their  Eemoval,  though  the  Inhabitants  here 
offered  to  guard  them  there.  I  would  not  wish  to  dictate  to  you,  but  I 
think  these  ought  to  join  the  others  and  one  guard  would  answer,  or 
have  a  guard  over  them  here — I  have  purty  well  recovered  my  health — 
I  am  with  Eespect  &  Esteem  " 
yrs :  &c. 


Nov'r  25th 

Hanover 
Town 
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1781.  Capt:  John  Peyton  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  is  unable  to  supply  the 

Nov'r  26th  coats  for  Capt:  Dunn's  Troop,  the  cloth  being  all  used  up.     The  Black 
Albemarle   Stock,  Stable  Jackets  and  over-alls  are  all  sent  to  Eichmond — Is  in  great 
want  of  sewing  thread. 


Barracks 


Nov'r  26th  DoCt'e  MatHEW  PoPE  TO  CoL :  Wm.  DaVIES. 

"Sir, 

Richmond  The  wretched  situation  of  the  sick  and  wounded  in  this  State,  for 

want  of  a  proper  Hospital  to  receive  them,  compels  me  to  represent 
their  sufferings  to  you,  in  hopes  some  mode  will  be  fallen  upon  for  their 
relief — Humanity  and  good  Policy  strongly  urge  the  providing  a  proper 
House  for  the  reception  of  these  miserable  and  unhappy  objects,  many 
of  whom  deserve  your  care  and  ■  attention  and  who  are  now  strolling 
about  the  Country,  attended  with  a  heavy  expence  to  the  Public,  having 
no  asylum  to  resort  to — A  Temporary  Log  House  has  been  attempted 
to  be  built  for  an  Hospital,  it  remains  unfinished  to  the  jjresent  hour, 
and  would  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose  it  was  intended,  provided  it 
was  compleated.  at  present  there  are  ten  men  confined  in  a  small  room, 
the  roof  of  which  leaks  like  a  Eiddle,  so  that  when  it  rains,  the  sick 
might  as  well  be  out  of  doors — The  Country  is  sustaining  a  heavy  daily 
expence  for  a  few  wounded  militia  in  the  Hospital  at  Williamsburg,  all 
which  might  be  saved,  had  we  a  proper  place  to  remove  them  to.  it 
being  my  duty  to  represent  this  matter  to  you,  I  flatter  myself  no 
apology  is  nec'essaiy  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken.  Humanity  strongly 
and  immediately  requires  that  they  should  either  be  better  provided  for 
hero,  or  conveyed  to  their  Friends,  such  as  have  any,  as  their  present 
miserable  place  of  confinement,  must  inevitably  and  speedily  destroy 
them.  No  clothes,  no  Blanketts  to  cover  them  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year.  Felons  in  most  countries  are  more  comfortably  provided  for. 
I  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  Eespect 
your  most  ob't  Serv't." 


Nov'r  26th  CoL:  Garret  Van  Meter  to  Gov:  Nelson,— informing  him,  "that 
Eobert  Smith  one  of  the  Eingleaders  of  the  late  insurrection  in  this 
County  hath  voluntarily  surrendered  himself." 

Hampshire  Having  been  examined  by  a  called  court  "hath  been  set  for  further 
trial,"  but  in  as  much  as  "the  same  ignorance  and  unaccountable  infatu- 
ation" seems  to  extend  to  this  unhappy  man  "that  actuated  those 
deluded  people,  and  although  he  was  the  worst  of  them,  he  hopes,  if  it 
be  consistent  with  wisdom  that  he  may  also  "experience  the  lenity  of 
the  Legislature"— A  few  of  "the  deluded  wretches"  still  remain  out, 
particularly  a  certain  John  Woolf,  who  had  broken  Jail,  and  has  never 
been  seen  since— He  has  taken  every  means  to  have  them  all  appre- 
hended—He will,  at  the  command  of  His  Excellency  call  a  Court  of 
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Oyer  &  Terminer  for  the  trial  of  Smith  and  others,  but  hopes  the  Legis-       1781. 
lature  may  "incline  to  pass  an  act  of  indemnity  for  the  whole  of  them."    Ndv'r  26th 

Is  much  in  need  of  a  copy  of  the  new  Militia  Law  and  the  Articles  of 
War,  not  being  able  to  "try  delinquents"  in  consequence — Asks  for  a 
number  of  blank  commissions  to  supply  the  new  nominations  made — 
His  declining  health  forces  him  to  resign  his  commission  as  Co.  Lieu- 
tenant, but  as  Mr.  Joseph  Nevill  who  has  been  recommended  to  succeed 
him  cannot  act  until  commissioned,  he  will  endeavour  to  act  until  Mr. 
Nevill  qualifies,  especially  as  Col:  Cresap,  next  in  command  lives  in  so 
remote  a  part  of  the  County.  He  sends  this  by  Mr.  Woodrow,  as  an 
Express,  as  neither  of  the  Delegates  are  going  down,  and  hopes  his 
expenses  will  be  allowed. 


Sir  John  Peyton  to  Gov:  Nelson,  enclosing  letter  from  Isaac  Ab:  &   Nov 'r  28th 
Andr.  Van  Bibber  of  Baltimore,  in  regard  to  his  purchase  of  muskets 
from  them  for  the  State,  at  a  time  when  arms  were  very  much  needed. 


He  contracted  upon  his  own  responsibility  to  pay  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars Continental  currency  or  specie,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  for  one  for 
"two  hundred  and  odd  stand  of  arms" — Payment  had  been  made  in 
State  money,  which  they  refusing,  was  sent  back  to  Virginia  to  be 
exchanged  for  Continental.  Since  that  time  nothing  has  been  done  in 
the  matter,  and  the  Vanbibbers  are  still  unjustly  left  unpaid — He  thinks 
it  "exceedingly  hard"  that  he  a  Vanbibber  should  be  allowed  to  suffer 
loss,  and  concludes  "indeed,  should  it  be  so,  it  will  determine  me  never 
to  give  myself  any  trouble  or  concern  whatever  in  publick  affairs  for  the 
future :  I  have  already  been  at  a  good  deal  of  trouble  &  expence  in  send- 
ing twice  to  Eichmond  and  going  once  myself-" 


Gloucester 
Co. 


James  Anderson  to  Col:  Da  vies,  requesting  that  shoes  &  clothing  be    Nov'r  28th 
furnished  his  Artificers. 


Desires  to  know  whether  he  is  to  remove  to  the  Point  of  Fork  in  any 
short  time — also  whether  the  Artificers  enlisted  by  Capt:  Pryor  for  the 
Continent,  and  handed  over  to  him,  and  have  not  reported  should  not 
be  advertised — Unless  steps  be  taken  to  "bring  them  to  their  duty"  he 
shall  lose  the  whole  of  them. 


Eichmond 


John  Evans  Co.  Lieut,  to  Gov :  Nelson — asking  for  blank  commissions   Nov'r  29th 
for  officers  appointed — making  requisition  for  some  Paper,  adding  "  I 
have  acted  as  Lieut:  of  Monongalia  some  years  Past  and  never  have 
been  found  any  by  the  State,  and  the  Expence  of  paper  in  this  County 
are  Considerable  and  not  be  had." 
79 
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1781.      "A  List  of  Eepugees  CoNriNED  in  the  Provost,  op  Treason  Against 

Nov'r  29th  THE  STATE:" 

Pr.  Anne  Co      Saml:  Craft— for  bearing  arms  against  the  country. 

Eolly  Grimstead    Do    &  forcing  others  into  the  service 

John  Brown,  for  treasonable  practices — 

Thomas  Grimstead — for  bearing  arms  against  the  county 

Bthered  Grimstead  for  Do : 

James  Weaver — ^for  Treasonable  practices 

William  Hutchins — for  bearing  arms  against  the  county. 

Southern  Cartwrite  for  do: 

Blias  Davis  for  Do : 

TecleClay  "    Do 

John  Cooper  "    Do 

From  Norfolk  County — 
James  Gammon — for  bearing  arms  against  the  country. 
Solimen  Stewart     "      Do: 
James  Gammon  Sikes   do: 
Blias  Sikes  Do. 

Isom  Comboo — for  going  with  the  Bnemy 
John  Jasper        "        "  " 


Nov'r  30th  Bail  Bonds  of  "Eichard  Barr  and  Peter  Butt  of  County  of  Nofolk, 
Eiohmond  shoemaker  and  mariner" — Eichard  Hogg,  and  Gabriel  Gait  of  the  Town 
of  Eichmond,  "Tavern  keepers" — Wm.  Skinner  of  Norfolk  Co.  mariner, 
John  Cox  and  Zachariah  Eowland  of  Town  of  Eichmond,  merchants, 
in  default  "of  one  thousand  pounds  specie,"  each,  "for  their  personal 
appearance  at  the  State  House  in  the  Town  of  Eichmond"  to  take  their 
trials  "before  the  Supreme  Executive,  for  disaffection  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia" — 

"Signed  Seal'd  and  Delivered,"  in  presence  of 
ADAM  GEAIG 
H.  W.  EOSB." 


Nov'r  30th       Peter  Davis,  Clerk  Q.  M.  Dep:  replies  to  Col:  Davies,  that  he  is  unable 

Eichmond    to  furnish  a  wagon  for  the  use  of  the  Cavalry  at  Petersburg,  because 

four  of  the  six  attached  to  this  post  are  gone  "with  spirits  for  the 

Southern  Army,"  and  the  others  are  employed  "in  bringing  forage  and 

the  slaughtered  Beeves  to  this  Post." 
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Major  Wm.  Croqhan  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

"D'r  Colonel,  Nov'r  30th 

Last  August  I  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  you  Philadelphia 
from   Fort  Pitt— And   the  first  of  October,  flattering  myself  I  was 
Exchanged  Settout  to  Join  the  Army  at  the  Seige  of  York,  but  finding 
I  was  not,  came  to  this  city  Immediately  after  seeing  Lord  Cornwallis' 
army  lay  down  their  arms."  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *     (ij  have  gave  up  the  thought  of  returning  to  Virginia 

untill  January  or  untill  Informed  of  my  Exchange,  when  I  hope  we  will 
have  our  Eegiments  in  such  order,  as  to  numbers  &c,  as  we  may  expect 
commands,  by  which  some  reputation  may  be  acquired — which  the 
Troops  and  others  who  arrived  here  from  Virginia  will  by  no  means 
allow  us — I  labour  hard  with  many  of  them  to  support  the  credit  of  the 
old  Dominion,  but  I  fear  to  little  purpose,  as  they  seem  much  prejudiced 
against  us."  ****** 

"I  suppose  you  know  that  General  Lincoln  is  appointed  Secretary  of 
War — Tis  said  a  Vessell  with  Forty  British  oflcers  on  parole  from  Vir- 
ginia, for  New  York  was  over  sett  or  wracked  near  Egg  Harbour  & 
that  the  whole  perished. 

General  Washington  arrived  here  a  few  days  ago,  tis  expected  he  will 
stay  here  some  time. 

If  during  my  stay  in  this  city,  I  can  render  any  service  to  your  or 
Friends,  pray  command  me."     ***** 

"Direct  for  me  at  Mr.  Barnard  Gratzes',  merchant,  Market  street. 

Your  most  obe't  Servant." 


■  Capt  :  John  Prtor  to  Col  :  Davies.  Nov'r  — 

He  has  given  proper  directions  to  Capt :  Bowne  to  apply  to  Mr.  Eoss  New  Kent 
or  Commodore  Barron  for  vessels,  to  bring  up  the  whole  of  the  arms  ^-  ^■ 
and  other  mil:  stores  at  York,  Gloster  &  Wmsburg  to  Eichmond,  also 
to  send  down  Mr.  Eoyall  with  proper  vessels  "to  take  the  cannon  up 
from  the  land'g  where  Colo.  Newton  has  drawn  them.  He  has  been 
expecting  the  return  of  Mr.  Frazer,  who  was  to  call  at  Bird's  Ordinary 
and  enquire  for  him,  but  has  neither  seen  or  heard  anything  of  him. 
He  takes  the  liberty  of  "calling  on  his  mother  and  some  other  friends" 
which  will  make  it  Saturday  before  reaching  Eichmond,  which  he  hopes 
"will  not  be  attended  with  any  inconveniency  to  the  Public  business"  &c. 


Lieut:  James  Arthur  to  the  Gov:  of  Virginia.  Nov'r  — 

Genl :  Gist  had  left  him  in  charge  of  some  sick  soldiers  of  the  Mary- 
land Line,  who  "  are  in  want  of  every  thing  necessary  for  their  comfort 
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1781.       &  convenience  &  without  a  surgeon  &  necessarye  are  immediately  fur- 

Nov'r  —     nished,  they  undoubtedly  will  die  "—He  has  applied  to  every  surgeon 

in  the  place,  and  to  the  Quartermasters  for  wine,  tea,  sugar  &c  in  vain, 

and  "  he  cannot  get  a  person  in  Town  to  credit  the  Country " — He 

therefore  appeals  to  his  Excellency  for  aid  to  relieve  their  sufferings. 


Nov'r  —     "Memorial  of  the  Officees  of  the  Virginia  Line,  to  Nov'b  Session 

OF  Assembly  1781."* 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia" 

The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers  humbly  sheweth. 

That  your  memorialists  are  oflScers  of  the  quota  raised  by  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  have  served  in  it,  as 
such  for  more  than  six  years  past.  "We  wish  not  to  detail  to  you,  the 
hardships  and  dangers  we  or  our  Soldiers  have  sustained  during  that 
length  of  Service;  it  is  suflaeient  whatever  may  have  been  our  difficulties, 
it  will  always  afford  us  a  pleasing  reflection  that  we  trust  the  State  has 
received  material  advantages  from  them,  and  we  are  happy  that  we  can 
call  the  world  to  witness  the  affection  we  have  borne  for  our  Country, 
and  the  patience  we  have  manifested,  tho'  the  situation  of  a  Virginia 
Officer  and  Soldier  has  rendered  them  a  Spectacle  in  the  eyes  even  of 
the  American  Army. 

Eeduced  however,  in  our  fortunes,  our  years  of  active  life  gliding  fast 
away,  our  present  situation  almost  wholly  destitute  of  public  support, 
and  an  indigent,  painful  prospect  before  us,  our  condition,  under  these 
circumstances  has  become  too  serious  to  admit  of  a  longer  silence.  That 
our  pay  has  at  length  dwindled  to  nothing,  that  many  faithful  and 
excellent  Officers  have  already  been  expelled  from  your  service,  that 
your  soldiers  have  deserted  in  multidudes,  and  that  the  few  that  remain, 
whether  Officers  or  privates,  are  with  the  greatest  difficulty  kept 
together  in  the  field,  are  truths  too  melancholy  to  be  recited,  but  too 
notorious  to  be  doubted.  The  Officers  of  your  Line,  however,  have  too 
firm  a  confidence  in  the  justice  of  your  honorable  house,  to  allow  the 
reflection  that  you  will  suffer  their  honest  services  to  be  longer  forgotten, 
or  permit  the  hopeless  widow  or  fatherless  orphan  of  the  faithful  veteran, 
who  has  already  offered  up  his  blood  in  your  defence,  to  perish  in  the 
land  he  died  to  defend.  A  considerable  number  of  the  officers  of  the 
line,  have  therefore  expressly  requested,  and  deputed  us,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  Soldiers,  in  the  most  respectful  terms  to  state  their 
greivances,  and  to  assure  your  Honorable  house,  that  they  are  already 
reduced  to  so  distressful  a  situation,  that  they  can  never  think  of  con- 
tinuing in  a  service,  where  the  singular  poverty  of  their  circumstances 

*Thia  document  altho'  without  signatures  evidently  eminated  from  the  Committee 
of  Continental  Officers,  elsewhere  recorded,  as  having  been  appointed  for  this  purpose. 
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will  not  only  subject  them  to  all  the  miseries  of  abject  penury,  but  mark  1781. 
them  out  for  the  contempt  of  lines  of  other  States.  When  we  first  Nov'r  - 
entered  into  the  Army,  the  provision  that  was  made  for  us,  was  suffi- 
cient, considering  the  prospects  of  the  period  in  which  it  ^was  estab- 
lished— The  inveteracy  of  your  and  our  enemies  led  our  Country  to 
more  vigorous  exertions:  those  exertions  produced  heavy  expences,  and 
those  expences  operated  to  the  suspension  of  many  of  our  valuable 
privilages;  which  however,  we  resigned  without  a  murmer,  and  con- 
tented ourselves  with  our  reduced  ration  of  provision  and  forage, 
abridged  as  well  in  its  quantity  as  its  composition.  The  depreciation  of 
our  wages  however,  was  an  evil,  under  which  the  most  precise  economy 
was  scarcely  sufficient  to  support  us ;  and  although  Congress  from  time 
to  time  interfered,  yet  permanent  relief  was  not  in  their  power  to  afford. 
The  justice  due  the  Troops  was  a  matter  Tuore  easily  affected  by  the 
several  States  to  whom  they  belonged,  and  to  them  therefore  Congress 
ultimately  referred  it ;  and  although  it  is  a  moi  tifying  consideration  to 
us,  while  every  state  north  of  us  has  long  since  done  that  justice  to  their 
Officers  and  Soldiers  which  we  are  now  asking  for,  that  we  should  still 
find  ourselves  unattended  to.  yet  we  trust  we  are  not  assuming,  when 
we  assert  an  equal  merit  from  our  services,  with  other  troops  in  the 
Union;  and  we  are  prone  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  no  deficiency  on  our 
part,  either  of  duty  to  our  Country  or  respect  to  your  honorable  house 
has  occasioned  so  late  a  recognition  of  our  distresses,  or  so  long  withheld 
the  efficacious  interposition  of  the  Legislature  for  Our  relief — To  state 
the  situation  of  your  Troops  more  particularly,  and  to  furnish  some 
Idea  of  our  past  and  present  difficulties,  we  beg  leave  to  direct  your 
attention  to  a  deduction  of  our  pay  from  the  end  of  the  year  '76,  from 
which  period  we  claim  our  depreciation  according  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress.  For  this  purpose,  we  conceive  it  will  be  sufficient  at  this 
time  to  state  the  allowances  to  a  Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  a  Captain  of  a 
Company  and  a  private  Centinel  through  the  various  intervening  stages. 
In  this  calculation  we  shall  proceed  upon  the  fairest  principles,  and  shall 
be  governed  in  our  appreciation  of  the  nominal  pay  of  these  three 
classes  of  soldiers,  by  the  scale  ascertained  by  the  Pennsylvania  Assem- 
bly in  July  '80,  at  which  time  they  settled  the  accounts  of  their  line  of 
troops,  since  that  period  we  shall  conform  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
Scale  settled  by  authority,  in  this  State — 

At  the  conclusion  of  '76  the  whole  allowance  for  pay  and  retained 
rations  as  they  then  stood  for 

A  Colonel,  was  90  Dollars  and  2  s.  6d.  -\ 

A  Captain     "    45  Dollars  and  2  s.  6d.  (•  a  month — 

A  Private  7  Dollars  and  4  s.  3d.  J 

In  January  following,  the  depreciation  commenced,  and  the  sums 
before  mentioned,  extended  in  Specie,  then  amounted  to  no  more,  for 


630  CALBNDAE  OF  STATE  PAPERS. 

1781.  A  Colonel  than  60  Dollars  and  9d.  -\ 

Nov'r—         A  Captain  30  Dolls :   and  9d.  (•  a  month 

A  Private  5    Do.    and    lOd.  3 

It  continued  still  to  depreciate  till  May  1778,  at  which  time,  the 
monthly  pay  extended  as  before,  had  fallen  for 

A  Colonel  to  18  dollars  and  6d.  \ 

A  Captain        9  do.  an'  6d.  |-  a  month — 

A  Private        98.  3d.  ) 

Congress  then  made  an  alleviation  in  the  wages  of  the  Officers,  but 

not  of  the  Soldiers— This  additional  allowance  extended  in  Specie,  made 

the  pay  of 

A  Colonel  31  Dollars  &  18d.  ) 
A  ^     ^  •    1 K  J  -fa  month — 

A  Captain  15  do.  ) 

No  change  was  afterwards  made  in  the  nominal  pay,  till  August  '79, 
at  which  time,  the  monthly  wages  had  depreciated  down  to 

6i  dollars  &  2.s.  for  a  Colonel 
3 J  do:        &  2.S.  for  a  Captain. 
And 2.S.  for  a  private. 

The  pay  was  then  raised  a  second  time,  and  the  wages  of  a 

Colo,  made  equal  to  22|  dollars  &  4.s.  -\ 

A  Captain  12    dollars  [■  a  month — 

A  Private        5.s.  J 

The  depreciation  still  run  on  till  July  '80,  when  it  had  reduced  the 
pay  of 

A  Colonel  to  9  dollars  -j 

A  Captain      3 J  do :      [-a  month 

A  Private  to  18d.  ) 

Congress  in  August  following,  interfered  once  more,  and  made  the 
pay  of 

A  Colonel,  equal  to  61 J  dollars -\ 

A  Captain  31    Do.        V  a  month. 

A  Private  4J  do  ) 

Here  ended  the  Agency  of  the  Congress,  who  had,  so  long  before  as 
the  17th  August  '79  recommended  it  to  the  different  States  to  make  a 
compensation  to  their  troops  for  the  deficiency  of  their  wages.  No 
attention  however,  was  paid  to  it  by  this  State:  indeed,  so  far  from 
regarding  the  hardships  of  our  situation,  that  the  line  has  never  received 
their  pay  since  the  conclusion  of  that  year,  not  even  in  the  current 
paper.  It  is  now  two  years  and  three  months  since  that  resolution  was 
passed,  and  instead  of  the  compensation  we  had  a  right  to  hope  for,  we 
find  our  wages  dwindled  into  the  most  despicable  insignificance :  a  Colo- 
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nel's  pay  is  not  more  than  3J  doUai-s  a  month,  a  Captains  10.  shillings,        1781. 
and  a  Privates  16  pence;  or  in  other  words,  the  pay  of  a  Colonel  of  a     Nov'r  — 
regiment  is  equal  to  3d  a  day,  a  Captain  of  a  company  4d,  and  a  private 
soldiers'  to  two  farthings. 

In  a  situation  so  comfortless,  what  can  you  expect  fro'm  your  Officers 
and  soldiers !  Can  your  honorable  house  refrain  from  sympathy  with 
men  in  such  deplorable  circumstances?  Bad  as  the  money  was,  it 
might  have  been  of  some  service,  if  we  could  have  got  it  when  it  was 
due,  hut  while  we  served  to  the  northward,  we  never  received  it  till 
after  two  or  three  months  arrears,  and  since  we  returned  from  thence 
the  greater  part  of  the  troops  have  never  received  anything  at  all.  We 
know  it  has  heen  alleged,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  many 
credit  it,  that  our  soldiers  and  ourselves  have  drawn  large  supplies  of 
cloathing  and  other  necessaries  from  the  public  stores.  We  are  per- 
suaded that  great  expences  on  that  score,  were  incurred  by  the  State, 
and  we  are  induced  to  believe  that  ample  supplies  were  procured,  that 
they  were  not  appropriated  to  our  soldiers,  their  unparrelled  sufferings 
have  long  since  taught  us.  Cold  and  nakedness  have  swept  off  four 
fold  more  of  your  troops,  than  all  the  malice  of  a  cruel  enemy  has  ever 
been  able  to  destroy.  That  the  officers  suffered  greatly  themselves  all 
the  army  can  testify.  We  therefore  think  ourselves  bound  in  duty  to 
ask  from  your  honorable  house,  that  a  strict  enquiry  be  made  into  the 
application  and  distribution  of  those  stores.  We  were  once  afraid  that 
the  justice  of  our  country  had  been  lulled  to  sleep.  As  free  citizens  of 
a  great  Commonwealth,  we  express  our  high  satisfaction  that  the  spirit 
of  enquiry  has  gone  forth.  We  ask  that  our  own  accounts  may  be  scru- 
tinized, and  that  the  draughts  of  each  officer  may  be  impartially  stated 
and  relative  justice  obtained  among  all  those,  who  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  have  drawn  supplies  from  the  public  store,  prior  to  the  sup- 
pression of  ,it — This  enquiry  indeed,  justice  to  the  State,  as  well  as  to 
your  troops,  we  have  not  a  doubt,  will  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
direct. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  represent,  in  the  most  respect- 
ful terms,  that  many  of  your  Officers,  who  have  been  entrusted  with 
money  by  the  authority  of  government,  for  public  purposes,  have  found 
it  impracticable,  from  the  references  made  from  one  to  the  other,  by  the 
Continental  and  State  Auditors,  to  obtain  the  settlement  and  liquidation 
of  their  accounts:  and  there  are  not  wanting,  instances  where  repeated 
applications  for  more  than  three  years,  have  as  yet,  proved  unsuccessful. 
We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  in  the  strongest  terms  th,^  pain  we 
feel  at  the  peculiar  indignity  of  our  condition,  when  we  reflect,  that 
after  all  the  distressing  embarrassments  to  which  the  neglect  of  our 
Country  has  exposed  us,  yet,  your  officers  alone,  and  yours  of  all  the 
army,  should  be  singled  out  from  among  the  numerous  characters  who 
have  drawn  of  your  -money,  perhaps  individually  more  than  the  whole 
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1781.  of  your  troops  together,  and  who  can  find  access  at  all  times  for  the  set- 
Nov'r  —  tlement  of  their  accounts,  yet  we  alone,  of  all  your  subjects,  we,  who 
receive  a  daily  allowance  even  the  highest  ranks  among  us,  equal  only 
to  the  emoluments  of  common  hirelings,  yet  we  alone,  are  branded  with 
this  very  unpleasant  mark  of  distinction,  affixed  to  our  characters,  that 
at  the  same  moment  that  we  scarcely  receive  the  smallest  assistance 
from  our  country,  and  are  actually  precluded  from  a  possibility  of 
adjusting  our  accounts,  we  are  yet  subjected  to  the  disgraceful  implica- 
tion of  an  abuse  of  trust,  and  are  to  be  charged  with  the  depreciation 
upon  monies  we  cannot  return. 

Tour  Memorialists  farther  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  by  several  Acts 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  certain  portions  of  land,  according  to 
the  various  ranks  in  the  Army,  were  allotted  as  a  reward  for  the  services 
of  such  as  should  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Legislature,  taking  into  consideration  the  justice  of  placing  their 
troops  upon  the  same  equal  footing  with  the  other  citizens  of  the  State, 
and  of  allowing  them  the  same  opportunity  of  adventuring,  assigned 
for  their  exclusive  advantage,  a  specified  tract  of  Country,  and  described 
its  natural  boundary  lines.  Since  the  Period  of  that  transaction 
circumstances  have  greatly  altered;  and  there  is  a  real  danger  that 
unless  some  farther  steps  are  adopted,  emigrants  inay  be  induced  to 
settle  within  these  limits;  and  as  the  extension  of  the  Carolina  boundary 
has  cut  off  a  very  considerable  of  what  was  thus  allotted,  there  seems 
to  be  some  necessity  for  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature,  not  only  to 
secure  us  againt  lawless  intrusions,  but  to  assign  an  equal  tract  of  Coun- 
try to  replace  the  quantity  that  has  thus  fallen  within  the  Carolina 
line — It  is  our  glory  to  be  the  free  Citizens  of  a  free  State.  It  is  our 
happiness  to  be  the  subjects  of  a  Country  where  the  profession  of  arms 
cannot  be  converted  to  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  hereditary  power  to 
endanger  the  interests  or  the  freedom  of  the  people — 

The  Constitution  of  the  State  has  wisely  placed  insuperable  barriers 
against  the  continuance  of  authority  in  the  hands  of  any  individual,  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  as  to  afford  the  smallest  prospect  of  a  successful 
attempt  for  permanent  power — Under  these  impressions  your  memorial- 
ists feel  themselves  sensibly  affected  at  the  distinction  which  at  present 
is  held  forth  between  the  citizen  and  the  soldier.  The  objects  of  our 
warfare  are  not  the  interests  of  a  distinct  individual,  but  of  our  Country 
at  large;  and  we  conceive  it  one  of  the  peculiar  hardships  of  our  condi- 
tion, that  we  whose  profession  should  oblige  us  to  be  foremost  in  the 
public  defence,  should  stand  in  a  manner  proscribed,  and  excluded  from 
a  full  enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  of  denization,  which  are  open 
to  our  fellow  subjects  in  common ;  and  to  which  the  officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Legions  in  particular  have  by  the  express  recognition  of  the 
Legislature  been  freely  admitted — 

This  and  the  other  subjects  of  this  memorial  are  matters  of  the  most 
serious  moment  to  us  and  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  We  represent.     It  would 
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be  attended  with  too  great  prolixity  to  enter  minutely  into  a  state  of  1781. 
our  situation — Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  your  hon-  Nov'r  - 
orable  house  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
confering  with  your  memorialists  on  the  premises,  that  such  measures 
me  be  divised  and  adopted  as  justice  and  the  public  interest  require,  and 
to  your  house  may  seem  meet.  And  your  memorialists  as  in  duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray." 


Turner  Southall  certifies  tbat  he  has  administered  "  the  oaths  pre-  Decem'r  1st 
scribed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  a  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  unto  Benj:  Harrison  Esqr"  and  to  Thomas  Lomax  Esqr  as  "a 
Privy  Councillor." 


David  Eoss  to  Col:  Da  vies.  Decem'r  1st 

"Sir, 

Tour  letters  of  the  20th  &  21st  ult:  were  delivered  to  me  yesterday  Petersburg 
in  Williamsburg  on  my  way  up — Having  my  horses  stolen  from  York, 
I  was  obliged  to  leave  my  papers  &  other  baggage  to  be  forwarded  by 
waggons — I  cannot  say  with  certainty  the  amt.  of  the  Tob:  contracts — 
I  rem'br  the  Continental  debt  is  £13000 — sterling — the  State  debt  is 
inconsiderable,  as  there  was  no  great  value  of  goods  suitable  for  the 
Army,  after  the  officers  were  furnished,  indeed  some  of  the  last  Brigades 
that  were  supplied  were  forced  to  take  up  womens'  wear  to  make  up 
their  proportion  in  value — I  secured  all  the  coarse  woollens  there  was. 
I  call'd  here  to  deliver  Cotton  for  128  Blankets  for  Colo.  White's  Eegi- 
ment,  at  the  particular  request  of  G.  Washington,  there  was  not  a 
single  Blanket  at  York,  the  British  army  had  made  use  of  cotton  during 
the  seige. 

Since  I  have  been  down  I  have  dispatched  three  Yessels  to  St.  Thomas 
With  Tobacco  &  ordered  Blankets,  coarse  Cloths  coarse  linnen  &  light 
canvass  in  particular,  perhaps  three  weeks  may  bring  us  a  return  of 
some  of  these  articles."  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *     "The  French  Troops  taking  possession   of 

every  house  in  York,  obliged  me  to  send  off  what  goods  I  had,  by  any 
opportunity  &  one  to  this  place  was  the  first  that  presented — I  shall  give 
orders  for  forwarding  them  to  Eichmond  immediately  &  expect  to  be 
there  myself  on  Teusday. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  ob't." 

P.  S.  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  of  salt— 1000  bushels  were  landed 
at  Fredericksburg,  but  as  the  Continental  people  takes  the  State's  prop- 
erty as  they  please,  it  may  not  be  there  now." 

80 
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1781.  Bail  Bond  of  Alexander  Montgomery  of  York  Town,  Cabinet  maker, 

Decem'r  1st  also  of  John  Sturdivant  Jnr;  of  Prince  George  Co.  mariner,  in  default 

of  "one  Thousand  Pounds  in  specie,"  to  make  "their  personal  appear- 

■^       ance  at  the  State  House  in  the  Town  of  Eichmond  "  to  "take  their  trials 

before  the  supreme  Executive  for  Disaffection  to  the  Commonwealth  of 

Virginia." 


Co. 


Decem'r  1st  Col :  J.  Skinker,  gives  reasons  why  much  of  the  material  collected  in 
King  George  his  County  for  the  service  was  not  forthcoming — It  was  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  when  they  landed  at  Mr.  Hoe's  and  Mr.  Washington's  on  Potomac 
Eiver,  also  when  they  advanced  to  his  own  house,  he  had  much  removed 
as  he  supposed  to  a  safer  place.  Wishes  some  "speedier  mode"  could 
be  adopted  for  furnishing  the  County  Lieuts:  with  the  Laws  "as  some 
of  them  are  very  penal." 


Decem'r  2d       Capt:  Churchill  Jones  3d  Eegt.  Light  Dragoons — applying  to  Col: 

Petersburg   Davies  for  a  supply  of  "coarse  Cotton"  as  a  substitute  for  blankets,  Mr. 

Eoss  having  none  of  the  latter.     Thirty  sick  soldiers  very  much  in  want 

of  them.     This  .will  have  to  answer,  until  the  cloth  expected  by  him 

from  Philadelphia,  fit  for  Cloaks,  shall  arrive. 


V 


Decem'r  2d  Wm.  Eose,  keeper  of  Public  Jail,  making  return  of  Prisoners  in  his 
Richmond  charge,  Capt:  Wm.  Skinner,  Joseph  Shoemaker,  John  Jarim,  John  Stur- 
divant jur.— Wm.  Pyner,  Lamb  Bailey  a  mulatto,  &  Mingo,  a  slave  com- 
mitted on  Governor's  Warrant,  from  York  Town,  and  charged  with 
"Disaffection  to  the  State" — also — 

Eichard  Barrs,  Peter  Butt,  Alex:  Montgomery,  Thos:  Holt,  Thos: 
Thomas,  Peter  Springfield,  Edmund  Window,  Newton  Connelly,  James 
Hughes,  John  Logan,  John  Eagle,  Silas  Doggett,  John  Eoyall,  John 
Hughes,  Thos.  Watson,  Ed:  Murphy,  John  Makins,  Lawrence  Berry, 
Littleton  Ward,  Bassil  Jackson,  &  Thos :  Eipley,  Eefugees  taken  at  York 
Town,  by  Capt:  Faulkner— also  Capt:  Gillespie  and  Joseph  Smith,  Sea- 
men— charged  "with  bringing  a  pretended  "Flag"  into  Eappahannock." 


Decem'r  2d  Nath'l  Nelson  TO  HoN:  David  Jameson. 

Hanover  Co.  Applying  for  written  authority  to  recover  a  horse  impressed  by  Col: 
Fontaine,  for  the  service  "on  a  particular  occasion"  when  great  demand 
was  made  for  waggon  and  saddle  horses "  &c. 
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Col:  Cheist:  Febiqer  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  1781. 

"  D'r  Colonel,  Decem'r  3d 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  10th  &  11th  of  last  month  I  Cumberland 
'  Old  V   ET 

Inclosed  you  an  Abstract  of  our  effective  Return  as  given  in  by  the 
OflScers  after  having  added  the  Troops  here  to  them,  making  each  Com- 
pany 62  men".  ***** 

"I  wrote  General  St.  Clair  the  same  Day  &  Inclos'd  him  a  similar 
Eeturn — The  answer  was  a  peremtory  Order  to  send  on  150  men,  add- 
ing a  Reprimand  for  Poulsons  Conduct  in  furloughing  the  men  and  ofS- 
cers — I  began  to  arrange  matters  for  marching  the  men. 

I  wrote  his  Excellency  G-overnor  Nelson  on  the  16th,  pointing  out  to 
him  my  Situation  with  Eespect  to  the  small  pox  and  sollicited  an  answer. 
I  inclosed  also  a  memorial  on  the  Subject  from  the  Inhabitants,  in 
Answer  to  this  I  have  never  been  honor'd  with  a  Scrape  of  a  pen — I 
stopt  inoculating  any  but  Mr.  Quarls  who  is  gott  over  it  allready.  and 
fortunately  none  of  the  men  has  broke  out  since,  except  one  old  negroe 
who  was  discovered  at  the  Courthouse  this  Morning,  the  Serg't  who 
went  Express  with  the  above  &  also  one  for  you,  never  return 'd  untill 
last  Monday. — in  the  Interim  the  Officers  at  the  Station  presented  me  a 
memorial  of  which  the  inclos'd  Let  A,*  is  a  Copy,  which  I  send  you, 
least  General  Scott,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Line,  to  whom  I  enclos'd 
a  Copy,  that  it  might  be  laid  before  Government,  should  have  omitted 
it— 

You'll  plainly  see  from  it,  that  had  I  even  been  able  to  equip  the  men 
for  the  Field,  it  would  be  impossible  to  march  them  without  officers, 
in  Fact  my  Situation  has  been  truly  critical,  the  men  had  gott 
acquainted  with  the  Officers  Determination,  and  it  has  required  all  the 
address  I  was  master  of  to  keep  them  together,  the  few  Officers  who 
have  join'd  in  consequence  of  my  orders  of  the  19th  instant  are  equally 
determined  with  the  Eest,  no  marching  without  money.  One  has 
allready  resign'd;  others  wrote  that  they  cannot  join  for  want  of  money 
and  cloaths.  of  all  this  I  have  informed  General  St.  Clair,  thus  eir- 
cumstanc'd  I  don't  know  what  to  do.  do  what  I  will  I  am  confident  of 
Blame  and  no  Thanks. 

You'll  please  to  pardon  my  haveing  been  so  long  silent,  as  I  have  been 
continually  perplex'd  with  one  Thing  or  another.  Gaskins'  late  wretched 
Detachment  has  been,  through  mismanagement  in  such  confusion,  that 
it  is  hard  to  gett  in  any  Degree  of  Order  again,  after  having  gott  Eolls 
from  every  Company  specifying  every  man's  name  &c.,  I  added  to 
them  so  as  to  complete  each  Company  to  62."  I  then  called  for  a  com- 
mon weekly  Eeturn  which  in  some  Companys  differed  7  or  8  men  from 
the  very  Eolls  I  had  receiv'd  but  three  or  4  Days  before — In  conse- 
quence of  which,  after  issuing  some  severe  orders,  I  directed  a  Eeview 
of  Inspection,  which  took  me  three  days  to  gett,  the  inclos'd  Eeturn,* 
*  None  of  these  found  enclosed  as  referred  to. 


636  CALBKDAE  OP  STATE  PAPEES. 


1781.       which  is  exact  after  haveing  discharg'd  a  few  men,  whose  time  was 
Decem'r  3d  nearly  expired  and  who  could  no  longer  exist  in   Camp  for  want  of 
Cloathing,  and  am  really  fearful,  as  Desertion  has  become  a  mere  matter 
of  sport,  that  out  of  the  sick,  absent  and  those  on  Command  and  Fur- 
lough, few  will  ever  return. 

I  have  hitherto,  in  hopes  of  collecting  a  sufficiency  of  cloathing  to 
equip  the  whole,  at  once  postpon'd  a  Distribution,  a  few  articles  excepted. 
But  after  jjersonally  examining  the  state  of  every  man  present,  both 
sick  and  well,  I  find  so  naked,  dirty  and  miserable,  that  common  human- 
ity bids  me,  and  I  must  issue  what  I  have  and  wait  untill  you  can  supply 
me  with  the  Remainder,  in  the  mean  time  the  greatest  care  shall  be 
taken  to  preserve  what  they  gett:  But  the  Overalls  are  made  of  such 
stuff,  as  also  some  of  the  Coats,  that  I  am  confident  they  will  not  last 
more  thaa  two  or  three  months  with  the  greatest  care,  at  the  Review, 
I  found  a  few  shirts,  Blanketts  and  hatts:  But  not  a  single  pair  of  over- 
alls or  shoes  to  wear.  I  wish  you  were  here  to  see  my  situation,  that  in 
Case  of  Tryal  (for  I  expect  nothing  But  to  gett  broke  about  this  sd. 
Detachment)  you  might  say  something  in  my  Favour.  I  inclose  you  a 
Return,*  of  what  the  Clothier  has  on  hand  previous  to  a  Distribution. 
From  that  and  my  former  Return,  you  will  easily  see  what  is  wanting. 
I  sincerely  wish  to  gett  this  Detachment  completely  equipt  before  they 
march,  as  I  am  confident,  by  what  I  hear  from  the  southward,  they  will 
not  stand  the  least  chance  for  a  supply  there. 

I  must  beg  you  to  send  us  all  the  shoes  you  have,  as  also  every  other 
necessary,  as  soon  as  possible,  is  there  not  a  large  number  of  shoes  at 
Charlottesville,  besides  the  other  Articles  of  Cloathing.  Cannot  a  few 
pair  of  Boots  for  the  Field  &  Staff  and  a  few  pair  of  shoes  for  the  other 
officers  be  obtained  from  that  place — they  are  willing  to  allow  a  reason- 
able price  for  them.  I  had  a  considerable  number  of  damag'd  cartridges. 
1  have  melted  up  the  Lead  into  Buttons.  Pray  direct  Capt:  Peyton  to 
send  Lieut:  Storkly  two' setts  of  shoemakers  Tools  &  a  parcell  of  needles 
and  coarse  Thread,  as  also  a  small  quantity  of  upper  Leather,  there 
must  be  a  number  of  Remnants  when  the  Cloathing  is  made  up.  Could 
these  be  sent  us,  they  would  be  of  infinite  service  in  mending  the  men's 
Cloaths.  I  have  attempted,  but  in  vain,  to  procure  needles  and 
Thread."  ****** 

"I  inclose  you  Returns*  from  the  Surgeon,  Qu.  Master  and  Commis- 
sary Dep'ts  from  which  and  the  former.  Government  will  be  inform'd 
how  we  are  off,  in  every  respect. 

The  people  from  whom  we  borrowed  axes,  saws  &c,  (to  finish  the 
few  Barracks  we  have)  for  fear  of  their  bringing  the  small  pox  into  their 
Familys  have  taken  away  their  Tools  &  now  we  are  as  destitute  as  ever, 
which  makes  that  Business  go  on  very  slow  as  will  appear  by  Report 
G-*— I  have  wrote  to  almost  every  Quarter  Master  in  the  State,  to  no 


*  None  of  these  found  enclosed  as  referred  to. 
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purpose — I  have  sent  a  "Waggon  to  Frederieksburgh,  from  thence  I       1781. 
expect  a  few  Axes  and  Camp  Kettles —  Decern 'r  3d 

there  is  a  number  of  small  haversacks  at  Carter's  Ferry,  (some  I  sent 
from  Phil'a),  these  I  must  take,  and  when  I  gett  needles  and  Thread 
must  sow  two  together  to  make  a  knapsack — I  expect  200  Canteens 
from  Winchester,  these  are  all  the  articles  I  can  procure  with  all  my 
Industry — it's  impossible  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am  perplex'd  with 
writing  and  riding,  with  innumerable  applications  from  hungry,  thirsty, 
naked  and  distres'd  soldiers,  with  groans  and  Lamentations  of  the  sick 
and  convalescent  destitute  of  medicines  and  proper  nourishment,  with 
complaints  from  the  Inhabitants  about  Hogs,  sheep  Henroosts  et  c'ra 
daily  plunder'd  by  those  undiseiplin'd  wretches  that  lately  join'd,  not- 
withstanding every  possible  precaution,  tho'  strictest  Orders  and 
severest  punishments  to  prevent  it.  At  the  Review  I  also  critically 
examined  the  Arms,  Accoutrements,  et  ct. — ^the  Arms  are  in  general 
good;  But  the  Cartouch  Boxes  bad,  many  on  the  old  Construction  and 
wore  out.  Some  with  waist  Belts,  others  without  any  Belts  at  all, 
slung  by  pieces  of  rope  or  other  strings — I  could  therefore  sincerely 
wish,  that  a  quantity  of  British  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  not  exceed- 
ing 600  stand,  might  be  sent  me,  and  I  will  have  the  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments now  here  properly  pack'd  up  and  sent  to  what  ever  place  you  will 
direct,  and  with  Eepairs,  most  of  them  may  be  made  useful — The  Loss 
of  Brushes,  nives  &c,  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Blanketts — the  Musquetts 
without  Bayonetts  are  a  number  that  were  at  the  Eendezvous  when  I 
took  command,  and  some  that  the  Eeg't  Quartermaster  brought  with 
him.  You  may  depend,  that  whatever  stores  are  sent  to  the  Eendez- 
vous, whilst  I  have  charge  of  it  shall  be  properly  taken  care  off  and 
regularly  accounted  for — 

in  my  Instructions  from  the  Baron,  I  have  the  appointment  of  a  Qr. 
Master,  Commissary  and  Clothier  for  my  assistance — Lt:  Smith,  my 
present  Qr.  Marter  is  of  my  appointment,  and  answers  my  Expectations 
Lt:  Stockleys  Abilities  as  Clothier,  I  am  not  yett  well  acquainted  with, 
however  it  seems  he  made  a  mistake  of  two  Vests,  But  Says  he  can 
account  for  them.  Patillo  made  a  tolerable  Sergeant,  but  a  verj'  Indolent 
Commissary — I  fear  he  must  be  superceded — a  Sorg't  of  mine  acts  as 
Forage  Master  &  Waggon  Conductor  and  does  very  well — If  Sergeant 
Locke  was  appointed  Issuing  Cammissary,  or  the  Military  Stores  putt 
into  his  care,  with  somefix'd  salary,  I  might  probably  keep  him,  although 
his  Time  expires  the  last  of  this  month.  Doctor  Lind  is  attentive,  and 
if  he  had  medicines  and  other  necessarys,  I  would  be  satisfied  with  his 
abilities,  though  he  made  a  better  Qr.  Master  than  Surgeon — 

Yours  of  the  23d  9'bre  I  received  by  the  Sergeant  who  carried  my 
Dispatch  to  the  Governor  and  yourself — 

I  lament  with  you,  the  want  of  Decision,  and  Delay  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  public  affairs.— is  a  new  Governor  appointed,  and  do  I  know 
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1Y81.  him?  I  shall  for  the  future  trouble  you  with  some  of  my  Letters,  and 
Decem'r  3d  thank  you  for  conveying  them — The  polite  Tender  of  your  services  are 
truly  acceptable,  especially  in  my  distress'd  Situation — ^least  I  should 
exceed  moderation,  was  I  to  make  a  return  of  our  Wants  that  might 
frighten  Government;  Those  inclos'd  will  inform  you  of  what  we  have 
and  my  prospects,  and  you  from  thence,  is  a  competent  Judge  of  my 
wants;  you  are  the  only  Dependence  I  have  for  a  supply — 

The  Situation  of  our  Sick  really  demands  your  Attention.  I  hope 
Mr.  Eoss  has  been  successful!  in  his  purchases — Yours  of  the  24th  came 

to  hand  on  the  30th — The  Traitor  is  safe  yet  d n  him.     all  the  men 

received  in  Camp  when  I  commanded  the  Detachment,  are  enrolled  at 
the  Post,  and  in  Gapt:  Scott's  Eeturn;  of  those  received  by  Colo.  Gas- 
kins,  I  have  Ordered  a  Eeport,  which  when  finish'd,  shall  be  sent  to  you. 
they  are  not  above  six  or  eight,  cheifly  from  Eichmond  &  King  and 
Queen. 

Poulson's  Discharges  are  really  originals,  to  gett  rid  of  him,  (for  he 
shall  not  go  in  the  Detachment,  if  possible)  I  have  shown  him  your 
paragraph,  and  to  convince  him  it  was  not  private  Pique  in  you  (as  he 
shrewdly  suspects)  I  show'd  him  also,  one  of  his  Productions,  which 
had  no  less  than  11  Blunders  in  4  or  5  Lines — I  don't  recollect  of  have- 
ing  sent  nor  even  recommended  more  than  one  Discharg'd  soldier  to 
call  on  you,  for  his  Deficiency  of  Pay  and  Cloathing.  I  grant  their  sup- 
plies are  Continental,  and  ought  with  propriety  to  come  from  the  Con- 
tinental Paymaster.  But  you'll  permit  me  to  observe,  that  Congress 
has  resolved  and  recommended  (which  is  all  they  can  do)  that  each 
State  should  provide  for  cloaths,  and  pay  their  own  Troops,  charging" 
such  supplies  to  the  Continent.  On  this  principle,  you  would  have 
another  handfull.  Butt  knowing  both  to  be  full  allready  I  shall  trouble 
you  on  that  head  as  little  as  possible — 

I  am  told  Captain  Lamme  had  his  Excellency's  Orders  for  discharging 
the  old  18.  M.  M:  if  he  had  not,  he  ought  to  be  call'd  to  a  severe 
account. 

The  arrangement  I  receiv'd  at  this  place,  is  so  imperfect,  in  many 
Eespects,  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  ascertain  the  claims  of  Officers  • 
whereever  I  can,  I  will,  there  is  no  arrangement  of  the  Cavalry  kept 
here,  and  Lt:  Southall's  Claims  cannot  now  be  ascertain'd — Capt:  Nel- 
son has  join'd  me  at  this  post,  and  taken  command  of  a  Company— I 
shall  be  obliged  to  relieve  souie  of  the  Officers  now  allotted  to  Eendez- 
vous  and  recruiting  service.  As  soon  as  I  have  done  it,  I  shall  send 
you  a  Eeport.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter' from  Mr.  Eobertson 
C.  I:,  and  am  sending  a  waggon  to  Williamsburgh  for  some  supplies. 
"When  it  returns,  the  Serg't  who  conducts  it  has,  orders  to  wait  on  you, 
Should  you  be  able  to  send  us  anything— I  had  allmost  forgott.  You 
will  enquire  where  is  the  military  and  Qr.  Mr.  Stores  of  the  Detach- 
ment— 
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Eeturn  H.  I — will  show  you  the  number  of  each  Articles.  I  must  1781. 
beg  leave  to  make  this  observation,  that  in  a  few  Days  the  Tents  will  be  Deeem'r  3d 
struck  and  examined — But  from  a  view  of  them  standing  not  more 
than  20  at  most  are  fit  for  entering  the  Field  with — it  is  late,  and  Colo. 
Mathews  setts  off  early  in  the  morning — I  refer  you  to  him  for  what 
particulars  he  is  acquainted.  I  hope  our  Business  with  the  Assemblj' 
goes  on  clever.  I'll  endeavor  to  be  down  at  the  critical  moment — Mrs. 
Febiger  sincerely  thanks  you  for  your  many  polite  Compliments  and 
returns  hers  most  respectfully  in  Lieu — She  wishes  much  and  desires 
me  (you)  to.  come  up  on  Christmas  morning  to  sitt  on  a  3  legg'd  Stool, 
and  take  Pott  Luck  with  her  at  two,  off  a  pine  Table  and  Camp  Dishes, 
all  in  the  highest  Gout  de  Guerre — 

Tou  shall  be  pestered  with  another  Scrawl  Soon,  untill  then  beleive 
with  unfeign'd  Eegard 

D'r  Colonel 
yours  affectionately. 

P.  S.     Mathews  can  tell  you  to  a  little,  how  we  live  without  money 
or  means —  F." 


Eiehd:  Adams,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  certifies  that  he  has  on  this  day  Deeem'r  3d 
administered  the  "Oaths  of  Fidelity"  and  the  Oaths  of  certain  Officers  Henrico  Co. 
of  Government"  to  the  Hon'ble  Sampson  Mathews  Esquire,  as  member 
of  the  Privy  Council  of  State. 


Special  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  issued  by  the  Executive,  Deeem'r  4th 
to  Paul  Carrington,  Peter  Lyon  and  William  Flemings  Esquires,  author- 
izing them  to  meet  in  the  Town  of  Eichmond  on  the  11th  December,      '- 
"to  hear  and  determine  all  Criminal  measures  which  the  General  Court 
could  have  heard  and  determined"  .&c. 


J.  Madison  Jnr.,  Ed:  Eandolph  and  Jos:  Jones  to  the  Governor  of  Deeem'r  4th 
Va.,  complaining  of  the  failure  of  Mr.  Eoss  to  supply  the  means 
necessary  to  their  support — 

Their  experience  with  him  served  only  to  show  his  want  of  inclina-  Complaint  of 
tion  or  his  inability  to  rescue  them  from  the  difficulties  of  their  position,  pelelates^in 
The  bills  of  credit  drawn  there  at  sixty  days  had  to  be  discounted  at  Congress 
10  to  20  pr:  cent,  and  was  a  "traffic  as  disagreeable  to  them  as  it  was 
dishonorable  and  injurious  to  their  constituents." 
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1781.  W.  Armstead  to  Gov:  Harrison  in  Council. 

Deeom'r   5th  "Sir, 
Eichmond  I  have  for  some  years  acted  as  Commissary  of  Stores  for  this  State, 

in  consequence  of  which  I  have  a  claim  against  the  publick  which  to 
me  is  considerable;  the  time  is  at  length  arrived  when  our  paper  cur- 
rency will  not  purchase  a  single  necessary  of  life  &  I  am  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  public  funds  not  even  to  ask  for  the  Tobacco  at 
present  w'ch  is  due  me — Specie  only  then  seems  the  next  article,  which 
will  provide  either  food  to  eat  or  raiment  to  put  on.  Without  either  of 
these  means  of  subsistence  I  have  a  family  (though  small)  to  maintain 
in  this  Extravagant  Town,  which  have  a  right  from  my  labours  to 
expect  support;  thus  situated  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  requesting 
your  Excellency  &  your  Hon'ble  Council  that  I  may  be  furnished  by  the 
Quarter  Master  with  "Wood  &  Eorage,  &  the  Commissary  with  as  much 
provision  as  my  family  may  need  &  the  public  occasion  can  conveniently 
spare;  of  which  Articles  an  exact  ace:  shall  be  kept,  &  may  be  dis- 
counted from  my  wages;  I  should  not  have  troubled  your  Excellency 
with  this  proposal,  but  from  the  inconveniences  already  experienced,  in 
providing  domestick  necessaries  &  the  still  greater  which  appear  from 
the  present  annihilated  state  of  the  paper  money;  I  consider  too  that 
the  Departments  from  which  I  wish  to  draw,  have  very  small  calls  from 
the  Army,  compared  with  what  has  been  usual;  As  Quarter  Masters  & 
Commissarys  are,  I  believe  already  suppli'd  in  this  way,  except  that  with 
them  it  may  be  a  perquisite,  your  Excellency  need  apprehend  no  similar 
.  application  in  consequence  of  this  precedent — 

I  am  with  the  most  respectful  deference, 

Yr:  Excellency's  Obed:  Servt. 


Decern 'r  5th      Eo:  Boush  reports  to  Col:  Davies,  that  out  of  the  twenty  eight  men 
Kiehmond    he  has  as  Jail  Guard,  several  are  under  arrest  for  "letting  two  prisoners 
go,"  and  one  too  naked  to  do  duty— The  twenty  four  remaining  not  suf- 
ficient to  do  the  guard  duty  day  and  night,  at  the  Jail  and  Court  House, 
unless  he  reduces  them  to  two  reliefs  only — 


Deoem'r  6th  Geo:  Nicholas  to  Gov:  Harrison. 

Richmond  In  accordance  with  his  directions  he  has  considered  the  last  "Act  of 
Assembly  giving  certain  powers  &o,"  and  thinks  the  Executive  cannot 
issue  more  than  one  Commission  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  so  that  the  power 
ends  with  the  issuing  of  the  one  at  Staunton.  In  this  view,  the  oifend- 
ers  now  referred  to,  can  only  be  remanded  to  their  respective  Counties 
to  be  examined— The  Governor's  warrant  however,  is  sufficient  to  detain 
them  in  custody  until  such  examination — 
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Eich'd  Worsham  informs  Col:  Davies,  that  he  has  had  no  success  in       1781. 
recruiting,  the  bountj'  being  too  small.     He  has  been  to  every  public  Decem'r  6th 
meeting,  but  without  avail.     Asks  if  there  be  any  possibility  of  procur-  Charlotte  Co 
ing  any  clothing,  as  he  is  seriously  suifering  for  want  of  it,  not  having 
received  any  doth  at  Charleston  on  public  account,  altho'  ho  learns  offi- 
cers on  parole  got  cloth  at  York  Town. 


Philip  Moody  to  Arch:  Blair,  accounting  for  the  "Public  negroes, —  Decem'r  7th 
of  whom  bought  &c — 

Ague  and  her  children,  Csesar,  Jupiter  and  Joe  bought  of  Harmer's  Williamsb'g 
Estate — Ague  ran  off  to  one  Blunt  in  Hanover,  when  the  Enemy  came 
to  Eichmond — Cfesar  and  Jupiter  went  to  the  Point  of  Pork, — Joe  ran 
away  to  the  mountains — Peter,  James  and  Galey,  were  bought  of  Bris- 
tols  Estate  in  Gloster — Peter  went  to  the  Point  of  Pork, — James  and 
Galey  went  away  with  Arnold — Galey  since  returned,  and  says  James 
died  of  small  pox  at  Portsmouth — 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from   Col:  Tim:  Pickering,  (}.  M.  General  Decem'r  7th 

&C-:— TO  . 

"Inclosed  is  an  extract*  of  some  instructions  from  the  Commander  in  Philadelphia 
chief  relative  to  the  forage  taken,  and  damages  done  by  the  combined 
army  in  your  State,  about  which,  I  unfortunately  missed  the  opportunity 
when  at  Williamsburg,  of  conferring  with  Genl :  Beville,  Quai'ter  Master 
General  to  the  Prench  Army — 

I  doubt  much  if  Gov:  Ifelson  has  yet  taken  any  measures  for  ascer- 
taining the  facts  as  he  was  sick  about  that  time,  and  remained  so  when 
I  left  Ylrginia.  It  is  best  they  should  be  ascertained  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, that  no  doubt  may  arise  about  the  damages  done,  and  forage  taken 
before  and  since  the  two  armies  separated;  and  I  request  you  to  apply 
immediately  to  Gov :  Nelson  for  the  purpose — You  will  please  to  embrace 
the  first  opportunity  of  conferring  with  Genl:  Beville  on  the  mode  by 
which  the  proportion  shall  be  estimated  and  the  manner  in  which  pay- 
ment shall  be  made.  To  assist  you  in  the  first  so  far  as  respects  forage, 
I  will  as  soon  as  possible  transmit  you  what  iuforniation  I  can  obtain. 
As  to  the  latter,  the  most  equitable  way  will  be  for  the  United  States  to 
undertake  to  pay  for  the  whole  forage  and  damages,  in  this  way  viz — 
When  they  are  ascertained,  and  Genl:  Beville' and  you  have  agreed  on 
the  proportions  chargeable  to  the  two  armies,  I  should  propose  to  him 
paying  to  you  the  amount  of  his  quota,  which  you  should  distribute 
entirely  amongst  the  sufferers  in  proportion  to  the  damages  they  sus- 

*Not  found. 
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1781.  tained.  It  is  possible  Genl:  Beville  may  chuse,  to  prevent  any  complaint 
Decera'r  7th  against  the  French  Troops,  to  pay  off  compleatly  the  proportion  of  dam- 
ages done  by  them,  but  besides  that,  it  will  be  diflScult,  I  Ihink  impossi- 
ble to  distinguish  in  most  instances  what  damages  were  done  by  the 
french  and  what  by  the  american  army — Such  entire  payment  to  some, 
while  others  remained  without  any  compensation  in  cash,  would  pro- 
duce very  great  uneasiness.  I  wish  therefore  seriously  that  the  eq[uita- 
ble  mode  I  have  above  suggested  may  be  adopted.  The  time  to  be  com- 
prehended in  this  adjustment  will  be  from  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  St. 
Simon's  army,  to  the  departure  of  the  American  Troops  from  York 
Town,  about  the  7th  of  November  last — that  you  will  fix  with  Genl. 
Beville." 


Decera'r  Tth  Jno:  Eobertson,  Sup:  Com'y  Issues,  to  Col:  Davies. 

York  Town  Multiplicity  of  business  has  detained  him  so  long  at  York — -A  report 
of  the  amount  of  supplies  at  that  place,  Wmsburg  and  Gloucester  had 
been  forwarded  to  him  on  the  30th  ult:  with  letters  &c.  He  now  reports 
only  one  week's  supply  of  fresh  provisions  on  hand  at  Wmsburg — there 
are  no  beeves  at  Gloucester,  and  three  hundred  prisoners  in  the  Hospital 
to  provide  for.  He  has  applied  both  to  the  County  Commissioner  and 
Mr.  Pierce,  but  has  received  no  relief — has  borrowed  a  few  days  supply 
of  beef  for  the  sick  at  Gloucester — Salt  and  Flour  very  much  wanted — 
Hopes  to  get  away  by  the  fifteenth  of  the  month,  and  will  spare  no 
effort  in  discharging  his  duties. 


Decem'r    7th        MAJOR  EOBT.  FoRSTTH,  Dep:  CoM:  ProV's  OF  Va.  TO  COL:  DaVIES. 

Eichmond  In  conferring  with  the  Executive  respecting  the  British  prisoners  at 
Winchester,  it  was  determined  to  sell  Flour  in  the  lower  Country,  in 
order  to  lay  provisions  above — According  to  the  report  of  an  officer  who 
had  just  left  that  place,  they  had  been  without  bread  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  the  prospect  for  a  supply  very  bad,  depending  upon  the  exer- 
tions of  the  County  Commissioners  in  that  County,  who  seem  by  no 
means  willing  to  give  their  assistance  in  this  matter — It  was  Mr.  Piei'ce's 
duty  to  have  made  provision  for  them,  but  as  the  State  has  of  late 
thought  proper  "to  abolish  the  greater  part  of  their  staff  appointments" 
he  doubtless  conceives  himself  no  longer  in  office — Under  the  circum- 
stances he  has  consented  to  sell  Mr.  Banks  five  hundred  barrels, — and 
as  soon  as  he  receives  sufficient  money,  shall  undertake  to  supply  relief 
for  the  "three  or  four  thousand  Beef  eaters" — Salt  is  very  much  needed 
at  Winchester  to  cure  the  beeves  ready  to  be  slaughtered  there.  The 
situation  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  State  is  very  trying,  and 
unless  the  Commissioners  can  support  them  from  the  adjacent  Counties 
they  must  suffer  seriously.     He  has  no  other  means  of  supporting  them, 
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and  begs  the,  Commissioners  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charlottesville,  1781. 
Cumber'land  Co.  House  and  Fredericksburg  be  urged  to  efforts  in  their  Decem'r  7th 
behalf — Calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  accumulating 
too  large  a  quantity  of  salted  beef,  as  it  will  not  answer  for  the  summer 
months — such  as  has  been  received  is  bad,  and  already  there  is  so  much 
in  Richmond  that  he  shall  try  and  barter  it  for  Spirits,  Soap,  and  Can- 
dles for  the  Southern  Armj-.  The  excess  of  fat  cattle  should  be  salted 
&  be  sold  in  exchange  for  Pork,  a  large  "magazine"  of  which  is  neces- 
sary, in  as  much  as  it  will  keep  thro'  the  summer  and  will  be  wanted 
by  the  Southern  Army. 


Majoe  Rich.  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies.  Deeem'r  8th 

Although  Yirginia  has  fully  made  up  her  quota  of  supplies  to  the  Richmond 
"Continent,"  yet  as  some  "specifics"  still  remain,  he  trusts  the  State 
will  not  object  to  the  Continental  agents  making  use  of  what  may  be 
now  on  hand — He  Desires  however  to  be  informed  at  what  price  these 
articles  &-re  to  be  furnished — ,  and  asks  for  an  Order  on  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Stafford  and  Spotsylvania  Cos.  to  have  their  grain  collected 
and  carried  to  Falmouth  as  the  post  of  Prederickb'g  is  suffering  very 
much.  ****** 
*  *       Col:  Armand  has  made  an  application  to  him  for  curry 

combs,  brushes,  "  1800  yards  of  forage  rope,"  ten  Tar  buckets  and  one 
BaiTel  of  Tar  for  his  Legion — As  he  is  not  able  to  furnish  these  articles, 
asks  for  a  draught  on  the  State  agent  for  them — Armand  is  also  in  want 
of  Hospital  stores,  sugar,  tea  or  coffee;  has  already  lost  some  of  his 
men,  and  can  get  no  assistance. 

Some  time  since,  Orders  were  sent  to  Mr.  Rich:  Young  Ass:  Dep.  Q. 
Master  at  Fredericksburg,  to  send  to  the  Southern  Army,  Axes,  Camp 
Kettles  and  Horse-shoes,  but  for  want  of  transportation  he  can  do 
nothing;  he  therefore  begs  that  some  measure  be  adopted  by  the  State 
to  supply  him  with  wagons  under  the  arrangement  of  January  last,  as 
he  is  entirely  dependent  upon  that  plan,  and  shall  fail  if  it  be  not  car- 
ried out. 


Colo.  Joseph  Holmes,  Continental  D.  Com:  G.  op  Prisoners,  to  Gov.  Deeem'r  8th 

Harrison. 
"Sir, 

I  am  just  informed  by  very  good  authority  that  a  number  of  British  Eiohmond 
Pris'rs  of  War  lately  captured  at  York  Town  are  now  straggling-  about 
in  several  Counties  within  this  State,  but  particularly  in  the  County  of 
"Glochester" — that  the  Lieutenant  of  that  County  has  got  a  number 
himself  at  work,  and  permits  others  to  employ  them:  this  being  a  part 
of  the  Country  they  may  easily  facilitate  their  escape,  and  besides  it 
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1781.  being  the  positive  Orders  of  his  Excellency  Genl:  Washington,  that  all 
Decpm'r  8th  Pris'rs  shuld  be  closely  confined,  and  not  permitted  to  straggle  through 
the  Country  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  I  have  thought  it  proper  your 
Excellency  shuld  be  informed  of  the  same,  and  to  request  that  some 
measures  may  be  taken  to  have  the  Pris'rs  collected  &  sent  under  proper 
Escorts  to  the  Barracks  near  Winchester — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Esteem 
Your  Excellencies 

mo:  obt:  Hble  Servt." 


Decera'r   8th  Jno:   ScOTT   TO   COL:   DaVIES. 

"Sir, 

When  you  left  the  Old  Court  House  and  the  rest  of  the  Officers, 
you  ordered  my  flat  to  be  turned  loose,  and  they  were  so  imprudent  to 
turn  her  a  drift,  with  a  chain  YJ  feet  long,  by  which  means  I  lost  the 
chain  as  well  as  the  flatt.  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  an  order  on  the  Offi- 
cer at  the  Point  Fork  to  give  me  a  chain  7J  feet  long,  with  a  ring  at  the 
end  &  a  Huck  and  a  staple,  likewise  150  spikes  5  inches  long  which  was 
drove  in  her  bottom,  by  doing  of  which  I  am  willing  to  loose  the  flat 
and  make  no  charge,  but  the  spikes  &  chain  &  hope  you  will  think  as  I 
do,  that  I  am  very  reasonable. 


Deoem'r  8th  Coi,:  Wm.  Davies  TO  Gov:  Harrison. 

"Sir, 
War  Office  The  importance  of  the  Corps  of  Artificers,  which  with  much  diffi- 

culty has  been  established,  I  need  not  represent  to  your  Excellency. 
They  are  however,  so  destitute  of  cloathing  that  they  have  suffered 
exceedingly,  and  have,  several  of  them,  I  am  told  already  deserted.  If 
something  is  not  done  for  their  immediate  relief,  I  fear  we  shall  lose  a 
greater  part  of  them,  and  as  the  principal  dependence  for  the  cloathing 
and  equipment  of  our  Soldiers  is  upon  them,  the  consequence  will  be,  we 
Shall  lose  our  Soldiers  and  artificers  too.  What  makes  their  Situation 
still  worse,  is  that  at  present,  the  State  is  wholly  unable  to  pay  them 
one  farthing  of  money.  I  must  therefore  request  the  directions  of  your 
Excellency  in  Council,  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  that  the  Commis- 
sary of  Stores  should  supply  these  men  with  such  necessary  Articles  of 
cloathing  as  he  may  have,  charging  them  with  the  full  value,  to  be 
deducted  from  their  pay,  and  taking  care  not  to  exceed  what  may  be  due 
them — The  men's  distresses  make  them  willing  to  be  paid  off  in  this 
manner."  ***** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with  the  utmost 
I'espect, 

Yr:  Excellency's  mo:  ob't  Serv't." 
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Major  Alex:  Dick  Comdg.  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

Decem'r  8th 
It  is  impossible  to  comply  with  his  requests  made  in  his?  letters  of  the  Portsmouth 
23  and  25th  ult.,  as  there  are  "  130  men  in  the  Hospital "  with  small 
pox — Since  their  arrival  at  that  Garrison  has  recruited  forty  five  men 
and  hopes  soon  to  complete  the  Regiment.  His  orders  as  to  the  destina- 
tion of  the  men  able  to  march  shall  be  executed ;  he  will  remain  with 
three  companies  of  thirty  five  men  each,  and  if  supplied  with  clothing 
can  fill  them  up  in  a  couple  of  months." 


Col:  John  Cabell  apologizes  for  not  having  sent  in  his  Eeturn  of  the  Beeem'r  8th 
Militia,  Mil:  Stoi-es  &  Cloathing  of  the  County.     He  has  "two  Brass  Buckingham 
Field  Pieces  with  a  Box  of  Ammunition  &c,  belonging  to  the  Publick" 
left  in  his  care. 


Col:  Wm.  Lyne  informs  Col:  Davies,  in  reply,  that  there  were  one  Decem'r  8th 
hundred  and  eighty  nine  British  Prisoners  left  at  Todd's  Bridge  by  an  King  &  Qu. 
"Officer  Commanding  the  Marylanders,"  with  no  officer  higher  than  a 
Sergeant — Some  have  since  died,  and  many  others  "having  the  Flux" 
the  Doctors  think  will  die — They  suffer  for  want  of  proper  shelter  and 
food — He  has  sent  off  all  that  were  able  to  march  under  guard  to  Fred- 
ericksburg— Will  be  glad  to  know  how  he  is  to  dispose  of  the  remain- 
der, about  eighty  or  ninety — Suggests  they  be  sent  on  up  to  the  Hos- 
pital fitted  up  at  Hanover  Town. 


Rich'd  Graham  to  Col:  Davies,  in  regard  to  the  Specific  Tax  of  that  Decem'r  8th 

County. 

A  great  part  of  the  Corn  collected  was  "  Sold  out  to  the  French     Dumfries 
Troops  for  Cash  at  10  S.  hard  money  pr:  Bush'l  by  a  Mr.  Con,  a  Dep: 
Q.  Master  from  Alexandria." 


Saml:  Jones,  A.  Q.  M.  informs  Col:  Davies  he  has  "eleven  Boats  at  Decem'r  10th 
Westham  unman'd ;  there  are  twelve  canoes  under  direction  of  Mr.  Nath:    Kichmond 
Anderson  properly  equip'd" — However  upon  an  emergency  he  can  have 
Canoes  enough  to  remove  all  the  Arms  he  mentions. 
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1781.  Lieut:  Col:  J.  Taylor  sends  memorandum   of  Field   Officers  of  the 

Decem'r  10th  Legions  to  Col :  Davies— They  should  all  date,  "on  the  21st  day  of 
March  1781"— His  own  is  "Lieut:  Col:  Comdg.  Ist  Legion."  Wm. 
Lindsay  &  Rob't  Forsyth  as  Majors  in  the  same  Legion— 28,  blank  com- 
missions will  be  necessary  for  the  Captains  and  subalterns. 


Decem'r  10th      Major  Eich'd  Claiborne  informs  Gov:  Harrison,  that  "the  Continent 

Richmond    has  no  Boats  or  Canoes  above  the  Falls  of  James  Eiver,  those  made  last 

summer,  having  been  sent  below  to  the  Army,  and  after  the  surrender  of 

the  Garrison  at  York,  were  delivered  over  to  the  French,  by  Order  of 

Genl :  Washington. 

Decem'r  10th  CoLo.  Chris:  Senf  TO  THE  GOVERNOR,  requesting  an  Order  on  Mr.  Boss 
for  clothing,  as  was  allowed  "to  every  Regular  Officer  who  had  served 
during  the  Seige  at  York." 

Richmond  Owing  to  sickness  he  had  left  the  Army  "two  days  after  the  sur- 
render" and  was  not  present  to  receive  clothing  with  the  others — The 
clothing  sent  to  the  Southern  Army  will  be  divided  before  he  shall 
arrive  there;  consequently  he  is  obliged  to  appeal  to  his  Excellency  for 
this  Order  on  Mr.  Eoss. 


Decem'r  11th  Genl:  Danl:  Morgan  to  Gov:  Harrison. 

"Sir, 

Winchester  1  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  an  account  of  the  Pris- 

oners lately  sent  to  this  County,  the  particular  direction  of  whom,  was  _ 
assign'd  to  Col:  Smith,  the  County  Lieutenant,  but  he  being  absent  at 
the  Time,  and  my  Health  nearly  re-established,  added  to  the  very  dis- 
ordered situation  of  the  Prisoners,  occasioned  me  to  take  the  charge 
upon  myself.  The  inattention  of  the  Guards  which  have  been  composed 
of  Militia,  and  the  want  of  Provisions,  which  has  been  so  sparingly  fur- 
nished that  they  are  near  Twenty  Days  behind  Hand  in  their  Eations, 
"and  which  has  occasioned  innumerable  complaints  from  their  Officers, 
have  scatter'd  the  Prisoners  over  the  whole  Country,  and  induced  them 
to  try  every  method  to  effect  their  Escape — Many  have  been  seen  cross- 
ing the  Potomack  in  hunting  shirts,  and  other  Dresses  to  conceal  their 
being  British  Soldiers,  and  numbers  taken  up  in  Carlisle  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  Inhabitants  in  general  rather  conniving  at  their  Escape,  thro'  a 
desire  of  getting  them  as  Labourers,  than  attempting  to  apprehend 
them. 

The  situation  of  the  Barracks  adds  also  to  the  Impracticability  of 
keeping  them  together,  being  fix'd  in  the  only  Tory  Settlement  in  the 
County,  from  whence  extends  a  chain  of  disaffected  along  the  Frontier 
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of  Maryland  &  Pennsylvania  which  facilitates  their  Escapes,  besides  1781. 
this,  it  occasions  immense  Fatigue  and  Expence  in  the  Hawling  Provis-  Decern 'r  11th 
ions,  which  might  in  a  great  measure  have  been  avoided  had  the  situa- 
tion been  more  central  to  the  well  cultivated  part  of  the  Country : 
Unless  some  more  salutaiy  measures  are  shortly  adopted  I  fear  the  great 
success  of  our  Arms  vi'ill  be  attended  with  but  little  advantage.  I  have 
issued  strict  orders  that  all  the  Prisoners  in  the  adjacent  Counties,  be 
immediately  brought  in.  those  that  are  straggling  to  be  apprehended, 
and  those  who  are  at  work  to  be  delivered  up  by  their  employers;  but 
I  fear  these  directions  will  have  but  little  Influence  unless  seconded  by 
the  Legislature,  and  enforced  with  severe  penalties. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  this  County  is 
particularly  agreived,  owing  to  its  being  a  continued  thoroughfare  here- 
tofore for  both  our  Prisoners  and  Troops:  and  the  adjacent  counties 
neglecting  to  furnish  their  Proportion  of  Provisions,  seizure  is  made  in 
this  (it  being  more  convenient)  for  their  immediate  support,  which  unless 
altered  shortly  must  turn  to  the  entire  Euin  of  the  Inhabitants :  In 
short,  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  Troops  cannot  subsist  much  longer 
under  the  present  Establishment:  but  having  wrote  to  his  Excellency 
Genl.  "Washington,  will  act  for  the  best,  untill  I  receive  his  and  your 

Instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir — 
your  Excellency's 
most  ob:  humb:  Ser't." 


Colo:  Armand  (Marquis  de  la  Eouerie)  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  Decem'rllth 

"Sir, 

Whatsoever  little  I  have  the  honour  of  being  personally  acquainted  Chai-lottes- 
with  your  excellency,  I  have  from  your  Justice  &  known  merits  the  "^'^^^ 

greatest  confidence  in  addressing  to  you  on  this  occasion.  Some  days 
after  the  Surrendering  of  York  I  was  ordered  at  this  post  by  the 
Com'der  in  Chief  on  purpose  to  recruit,  compleat  &  clothe  the  legion  & 
remain  here  untill  those  purposes  answered. 

less  I  should  have  interfered  with  the  laws  of  this  State  I  made  an 
application  to  Governor  Nelson  on  the  following  heads — 

1st  for  an  approbation  of  the  Majistrature  for  ray  recruiting  in  this 
state  agreeable  to  the  instructions  &  orders  from  Congress  &  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

2nd  for  the  approbation  of  the  same  for  recovering  all  horses  that 
became  public  property  under  the  capitulation  of  the  19th  agreeable  to 
Genl:  Washington's  orders — whose  horses  I  have  accepted  of,  against 
the  agreement  Congress  had  made  with  me,  when  they  send  me  to 
france,  which  was  to  furnish  me  with  new  horses,  &  that  I  have 
accepted  of  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Comdr.  in  Chief  &  to 
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1781.  the  purpose  to  render  my  legioiras  little  a  coste  to  the  public  as  pos- 
Deecm'rllth  sible — but  I  have  still  a  great  proportion  to  receive — I  know  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  in  this  state  have  taken  horses  at  York  after  the  sur- 
rendering of  the  place  &  if  not  soon  recovered,  Congress  will  be  obliged 
to  purehass  a  larger  number  of  horses  at  considerable  expencos.  I  take 
the  liberty  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Orders  of  the  Comm'der  in  Chief 
on  that  head. 

the  third  application  was  for  an  order  to  impress  wagons,  &  since  at 
this  post  I  have  experienced  how  necessary  such  an  order  would  have 
been  to  general  purposes,  and  more  particularly  to  establish  a  maga- 
zine of  forage,  which  being  plainty  in  this  county  could  be  gathered 
soon  by  a  quantity  of  wagons,  &  is  necessary  to  supply  the  legion,  when 
the  badness  of  the  weather  &  the  roads  will  not  permit  the  carriage  of 
it,  what  happens  often  in  this  Country — the  Commissioner  John  Key 
resigned  many  Daj^s  ago  &  decline  acting  untill  another  is  appointed — 
this  has  put  me  under  embarrassment,  as  I  was  not  willing  to  take  the 
unregular  steps  of  impressing  without  proper  vouchers.  I  have  desired 
the  inhabitants  of  this  county  to  leat  me  have  a  few  portions  of  their 
forage  untill  another  commissioner  should  be  appointed,  or  a  more  reg- 
ular plan  established  by  the  majistrature  for  the  supply  of  forage. 
Should  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  desire  of  the  inhabitants  that 
the  taxes  in  grain  which  are  to  bo  payed  in  some-  months  should  be 
delivered  at  this  post  for  the  use  of  the  legion  &  in  the  mean  time  give 
leave  to  the  person  trusted  with  that  care  to  barter  part  of  the  grain 
for  hay  &  oats,  it  seems  that  it  would  answer  all  purposes  on  that  head — 
I  received  few  days  ago  by  an  Express,  letters  from  the  board  of  war 
which  tels  me  that  my  cloathing  &c  went  by  watter  from  Philadelphia 
the  25th  Nov'ber  last  &  are  ordered  to  fredericsburg,  where  I  suppose 
they  are  arrived  by  this  time,  the  officers  with  which  I  have  left  the 
care  of  those  stores  has  the  necessary  orders  from  the  board  of  war,  but 
I  am  effrayed  that  unless  he  has  a  press  warrant  from  your  excellency 
he  will  not  be  able  to  procure  at  fredericsburg  a  sufficient  number  of 
waggons  to  bring  the  stores  to  this  post,  which  would  delay  much  my 
forces  in  forming  the  legion  &  of  course  keap  us  inactive. 

Mr.  Andrews,  secretary  to  the  late  governor  &  council  is  well  apprised 
of  my  case,  by  a  conversation  I  had  with  him  &  several  letters  I  wrote 
him  from  here  on  the  subject.  I  beg  leave  to  desire  him  to  mention  it 
more  at  large  to  your  excellency  than  I  can  by  way  of  a  letter.  I  cannot 
allow  me  to  quit  the  legion  one  half  day — fearing  that  in  our  present 
distressed  situation  some  disorder  would  take  place — this  hinder  me  of 
going  &  pay  you  my  self  the  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  your  excellency, 

the  most  ob't  h'ble  serv't." 


CALENDAE  OP  STATE  PAPERS.  649 

"Extract  of  Recruiting  Instructions  for  Colo  Armand."  1781. 

"Sir,  Decem'rllth 

Ton  are  hereby  authorized  and  fully  impower'd  to  inlist  in  any  or 
Either  of  the  United  States  a  Sufficient  number  of  able  bodied  men  to 
compleat  your  Corps  to  its  full  establishment,  within  the  description 
and  upon  the  Conditions  hereafter  pointed  out, 

you  are  to  inlist  none  but  free  men  between  the  age  of  sixteen  and 
forty,  free  from  Lameness  and  every  other  bodily  infirmity  &e.  you 
are  to  inlist  them  to  serve  for  the  full  term  of  three  years  or  during  the 
war  et  ca. — 

You  shall  inlist  no  deserters  from  the  british  army  or  navy  or  prison- 
ers of  war.  you  shall  inlist  no  Soldiers  or  Seamen  in  the  Service  of 
our  Allies,  or  in  the  land  or  Sea  Service  of  any  particular  State  unless 
you  shall  obtain  permission  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  particular 
instances  on  that  purpose. 

the  rest  of  the  instructions  prescribe  the  method  of  Examining, 
Swearing  and  Mustering  the  recruits. 

Given  at  the  War  Office,  this  first 
day  of  October  1781. 

Signed  by  EZEK:  COENELL." 

"Copy  of  a  lettrefrom  the  Commander  in  Chief." 
"Sir, 

you  are  hereby  authorized  to  pursue  the  most  advisable  method 
for  recovering  all  horses  that  become  public  property  by  the  Capitula- 
tion of  the  19th,  and  that  may  be  found  in  the  American  Army  or  Else- 
where. 

Given  at  Head  Quarters  this  26th  of  October  1781. 

(Signed)  G.  WASHINGTON." 

to  Coll:  Armand. 


Colo.  Armand  to  Col.-^Wm.  Davies — in  reply,  thanking  him  for  a  ^up-  Decem'rllth 
ply  of  shoes,  and  his  promise  for  releif  to  the  sick  of  his  legion. 

He  has  just  received  an  order  from  the  board  of  war  at  Philadelphia  Charlottes- 
on  Mr.  Marcks  the  Com:  of  hides  at  that  post  for  a  number  of  pairs  of  ^    ® 

shoes,  which  with  those  rec'd  from  Col :  Davies  will  supply  his  wants — 
Misrepresentations  must  have  been  made  to  him  in  regard  to  the  Coun- 
try near  the  post — it  can  furnish  an  abundance  of  forage,  and  provis- 
ions also,  and  the  garrison  can  be  regularly  supplied  if  proper  men  are 
employed  in  collecting  these  articles.  His  apprehensions  that  his  Corps 
would  not  be  supplied  thro'  the  Continental  Officers  have  been  realized. 
Mr.  Eice  has  done  nothing,  and  those  under  him  do  no  better.  He  how- 
ever did  expect  aid  from  the  state,  but  Capt :  Peyton  has  failed  to  meet 
his  requirements,  tho'  his  excuse  for  not  doing  so  is  entirely  satisfactory. 
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1781.  The  resignation  of  Mr.  Key  the  Tax  Commissioner  had  caused  him  great 
Decem'rllth  trouble  in  as  much  as  he  was  thereby  deprived  of  the  means  of  supply- 
ing his  corps,  and  to  attempt  to  impress  from  the  people  upon  his  own 
authority  is  as  disagreable  to  him  as  to  themselves:  and  he  should  never 
consider  such  a  step  justifiable  except  under  "absolute  necessity",  and 
when  all  other  means  had  failed.  He  had  however  applied  with  success 
to  the  people  to  furnish  forage  &c  until  a  new  Commissioner  is  appointed. 
Continues  "The  first  who  offered  himself  is  doctor  George  Gilmer,  who 
has  set  his  name  on  the  list  for  two  ton  hay — I  can  not  help  expressing 
here  the  great  opinion  I  have  of  the  character  of  that  gentleman.  I  & 
my  family,  which  is  pretty  large,  are  quartered  at  his  house,  it  being 
impossible  to  have  loging  enough  to  divide  much  the  officers — doctor 
Gilmer  had  subject  to  complain  of,  in  the  involuntary  trouble  we  gave 
him,  but  far  from  it  he  has  behaved  himself  with  a  goodness  of  humor 
&  attention  which  he  did  not  confine  to  my  self,  but  extended  to  all  indi- 
viduals of  the  legion,  he  visits  my  sicks,  he  furnish  them  with  their 
wants  as  often  as  in  his  power  &  put  me  reither  at  a  loss  how  to  show 
him  my  gratitude.  According  to  my  promise  we  have  not  interfered  in 
the  least  with  the  men  at  the  barracks,  you  may  remember  that  all  you 
desired  was  that  non  of  our  troops  should  be  quartered  there  &  indeed 
nothing  has  been  done  on  our  part  that  I  know  of,  that  could  hinder 
their  works  or  trouble  their  persons. 

besides  this  it  is  no  more  in  my  power  to  move  from  here,  my  men 
were  employed  till  now  in  building  stables  &  making  conveniencies  for 
themselves  &  it  would  be  difficult  to  persuade  them  to  do  the  same  works 
again,  were  they  even  willing  they  would  not  be  able  to  do  it  in  the 
course  of  one  month  for  the  coldness  &  badness  of  the  weather  &  during 
that  while  my  horses  remaining  uncovered  would  reither  parish  than 
mend  themselves — I  have  given  an  account  of  my  Situation  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  &  the  board  of  war,  &  my  changing  quarters  under  the 
present  circumstances  would  destroy  in  the  greatest  part  the  measures 
allready  taken  for  the  forming  of  the  legion,  would  extend  the  time  of 
its  inactivity  &  be  an  improper  step  for  which  -I  could  not  be  account- 
able." ****** 
"I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  here  a  letter  to  Mr.  pierce  Commissary 
Genl :  desiring  he  would  order  that  the  grain  taxes  in  this  neighborhood 
could  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  legion,  which  would  remove  all  diffi- 
culty in  that  line  of  our  wants." 


Deoem'rilth      W.  Armstead  agrees  to  supply  Capt:  Anderson's  Artificers  with  the 
Richmond    clothing  called  for,  and  upon  the  terms  suggested  by  him. 
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Capt:  Eobt.  Todd,  Clark's  Eegt.,  to  Gov:  of  Virginia. 

"May  it  please  your  Exeellencjr, 

As  my  being  an  officer  in  Clark's  Eegt. 
&  paymaster  of  late,  it  becomes  a  part  of  my  duty  to  represent  the 
wretched  situation  of  the  few  troops  remaining  westward.  Many  of 
them  have  been  in  the  service  for  two  years  past  &  have  never  received 
a  shoe,  stockings  or  hat,  &  none  of  them  any  pay.  "What  other  clothing 
not  here  mentioned,  rec'd  at  Port  Jefferson:  are  now  worn  out — Their 
being  in  this  condition  may  perhaps  be  in  some  measure  owing  to  bad 
economy  in  the  application  of  the  publick  clothing,  which  I  think  would 
not  be  improper  to  enquire  into — 

Whatever  dispositions  your  Excellency  shou'd  please  to  make,  whether 
kept  where  they  are  or  removed,  clothing  will  be  absolutely  necessary, 
without  it  no  great  service  can  be  expected  from  them."       *        *        * 
I  am  Sir,  with  much  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  &  Humble  Serv't." 


1781. 

Decern'rllth 

Kiclimond 


Capt:  John  Prtor  to  Col:  Davies.  Deoem'rllth 

"Dear  Sir, 

The  doubtful  and  very  uncertain  situation  of  matters  at  Eichmond 
present  intimidates  me  from  entering  with  spirit  into  the  department 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  tender  me,  as  there  was  a  motion 
just  now  made  in  the  House,  and  carried  by  a  great  majority,  to  discon- 
tinue the  whole  of  the  military  arrangements  of  this  State,  except  in 
very  small  proportion,  and  that  the  Executive  was  only  to  be  empower'd 
to  appoint  a  Quarter  Master  &  Commissary,  for  their  accommodation,  & 
the  whole  of  the  stores  to  be  transfer'd  to  the  Continental  Staff.  Should 
the  result  of  the  Committee  be  in  favor  of  this  motion,  I  trust  there  will 
be  no  occasion  for  a  State  Com:  Mil:  Stores,  and  therefore  could  wish 
to  decline  incumbering  myself  with  supplies  which  I  may  have  no  occa- 
sion for,  and  in  which  there  will  be  considerable  risque."  *  =^ 
*  *  *  "I  shall  meet  with  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining what  mil :  stores  the  state  has  furnish'd  for  the  Peild  Operations, 
previous  to  my  acting  as  F.  C.  G.  M.  Stores,  as  Capt:  Bohannan,  who 
was  Com :  G.  M.  S.  and  director  of  the  State  Laboratoiy  has  not  any  of 
those  accounts."  ***** 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  Eespect 

Dr.  Sir, 

your  mo:  Ob.  Serv't.'' 
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1781.  RoBT.  Morris  to  David  Eoss,  Com'r  op  Trade  for  Virq'a. 

Decem'rllth  "Sir, 

Office  of  Pi-  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Cheif  has  laid  before  me,  your 

PhUadelphia  I^^tter  on  the  Subject  of  Goods  purchased  from  the  Traders  at  York 
Town,  after  the  Capitulation,  together  with  Bills  he  had  drawn  on  me 
in  your  Favor,  for  the  sums  of  seven  thousand,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
two  Pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  an  half  pence.  Sterling:  and  six  thou- 
sand and  thirty  five  Pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  two  pence  half 
penny  Sterling:  as  also  a  State  or  estimate  of  the  amount  of  those 
Goods.  Which  with  six  months  Interest,  at  five  per  cent  is  the  amount 
of  these  Bills:  viz  thirteen  thousand,  four  hundred  and  eighty  eight 
Pounds,  nine  shillings  and  three  pence.  By  this  Estimate  also,  it  appears 
that  you  have  in  your  Hands  certain  Bonds,  to  the  amount  of  the  first 
Bill,  which  Bonds  were  as  I  understand,  given  for  the  Sales  of  Goods 
belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Upon  recurring  to  the  original  agreement  with  the  British  Traders  1 
find  that  Tobacco  is  receivable  by  them  in  Payment,  which  will  be 
much  more  convenient  to  the  United  States,  than  the  advance  of  so 
much  money.  I  therefore  assume  for  the  United  States,  the  perform- 
ance of  that  agreement,  which  renders  the  acceptance  of  the  Bills  unne- 
cessarjr,  and  in  consequence  I  shall  give  Directions  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  Bonds  deposited  in  your  Hands,  when  I  know  the  exact  pur- 
port of  them;  for  which  reason,  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  send  me 
Copies  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

with  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
(Copy)  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant." 


Decem'riath  Capt:  John  Peyton  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Albemarle  Inclosed  is  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates 

on  the  subject  of  my  pay.  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  read  it  &  correct 
such  parts  as  you  may  think  necessary  &,  as  the  substance  of  it  may 
want  more  force  to  put  it  into  execution,  than  I  am  master  off."  *  * 
"I  thank  you  for  your  letter  to  Genl :  Green  mentioning  the  reason  of 
my  continuing  in  the  State,  as  also  for  yrs:  to  Colo.  Moyland  Clothier 
Genl:,  which  I  am  in  hopes  will  be  a  means  of  having  the  depart'nt 
under  proper  regulations  in  future.  I  shall  endeavor  to  prevail  on  Capt: 
Scott  or  some  other  capable  Officer,  to  accept  of  the  issuing  of  the 
Clothing  to  the  S.  Army.  I  am  sorry  Mr.  Eoss  has  not  had  it  in  his 
power  to  supply  me  with  se-wing  thr'd,  as  I  find  great  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing it,  in  this  neighbourhood,  even  by  exchanging  any  thing  I  have 
for  it — 
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I  have  delivered  to  Colo.  Armand,  agreeable  to  your  order,  200  pair  1781. 
of  shoes — his  Soldiers  boots  I  suppose  must  be  repaired  at  this  place,  Decem'r  12th 
but  I  much  dislike  takeing  the  shoemakers  from  their  business  for  it — 
The  Artificers  whose  times  expires  the  1st  Jan'y  I  am  afraid  cannot  be 
prevailed  to  stay  any  longer  for  paper  money,  as  it  appears  to  be 
entirely  lost  in  their  parts  at  present.  I  wish  there  could  be  fallen  on, 
some  way  to  keep  them,  as  I  think  them  usefuU  men.  One  or  two 
months  pay  in  hard  money,  I  think  would  be  a  sufficient  Inducement,  as 
that  seems  to  be  all  their  objections,  since  Colo.  Armand's  Legion  has 
Eeceived  their  pay  in  it."  *  *  *  * 

*  *  "I  am  D'r  Colo,  with  sincere  regard 

Yr:  Ob't  Serv't." 


B.  Lincoln  to  the  Co.  Lieut:  of  Frederick,  Va.  Decem'r I2th 

"Sir, 

Lieut:  Col:  North  is  empowered  to  remove  the  prisoners  from  Win-   War  Office 
Chester  to  Frederick  Town ;  to  effect  this  business  with  safety  and  dis- 
patch, he  will  need  your  assistance  in  men  to  escort  the  prisoners,  and 
Teams  to  transport  the  Baggage. 

I  hope  Sir,  it  will  not  be  found  a  very  difficult  matter  to  execute  this 
business.  The  idea  of  being  freed  from  the  trouble  of  guarding  them, 
will  I  think  induce  the  militia  to  turn  out  with  spirit. 

I  must  solicit  your  assistance  to  supply  Teams  and  guards  to  Frederick 
Town  at  least.     Tf  it  should  happen  that  all  the  Germans  cannot  be. 
covered  at  Frederick  Town,  and  that  a  part  of  them  must  be  left  at 
Winchester,  which  I  hope,  and  am  confident  will  not  be  the  case,  I  must 
beg  your  attention  to  them  until  they  can  be  provided  for  elsewhere — 

I  am  Sir, 

yr:  most  obed.  Servant." 


Dudley  Digges  to  Gov:  Harrison.  Docera'rl2th 

"Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  yesterday,  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  Letter  King's  Mill 
of  the  6th  instant — Altho'  I  had  hopes  of  remaining  at  this,  my  tem- 
porary Asylum  for  a  while  unknown  and  foi-gotten  by  the  public,  yet 
since  the  Governor  &  Council  are  pleased  to  fancy  that  I  can  render  any 
service  to  the  State,  to  the  french  Officers  or  to  Individuals,  I  am  con- 
tent to  endeavor  to  comply  with  their  wishes  in  the  best  manner  my 
abilities  will  enable  me. 

I  am  aware  that  many  and  great  difficulties  will  occur  whenever  I 
shall  enter  upon  the  business  mentioned  in  your  letter:  perhaps  they 
may  not  be  insuperable:  Confusion  certainly,  and  perplexities  will  arise 
from  the  time  the  combined  army  entered  this  State  until  the  15th  of 
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1781.  October;  but  after  that  Period,  I  am  informed  by  Count  Eochambeau^ 
Decera'rl2th  all  will  be  clear  &  plain  with  respect  to  the  proportions  chargeable  to 
the  Continent,  the  french  Arm_7  or  to  this  State;  but  what  happened 
previous  to  that  period,  will  furnish  difficulties  enough — possibly  there 
may  be  no  other  way  of  doing  Justice  respecting  the  demands  of  Indi- 
viduals, but  by  having  regard  to  the  number  of  troops,  horses  &c, 
belonging  to  the  Continent,  the  State,  and  to  the  french  army,  and  then 
equitably  to  subject  those  Corps  respectively  to  be  chargeable  with  their 
proper  proportions — I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Count 
Viomenil — I  shall  wait  upon  him,  however  in  a  few  days,  and  shall 
afterwards  communicate  to  the  Executive  any  thing  material  that  may 
occur. 

Count  Eochambeau  seem'd  the  other  day  to  be  unhappy  at  not  receiv- 
ing any  letter  from  you  Sir,*  in  answer  to  one  of  his,  written  upon  the 
subject  of  establishing  one  or  more  post  riders  some  where  in  the  County 
of  Caroline  &  about  Fredericksburg,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  any 
letters  that  may  come  from  Philadelphia  for  him:  the  Count  complains 
that  he  has  not  received  a  single  letter  from  Genl :  Washington  since  his 
departure  from  this  state,  altho'  more  than  one  Month  has  elapsed,  and 
notwithstanding  he  is  certain  that  several  have  been  certainly  written 
to  him  by  Genl:  Washington — With  much  respect  &  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obed't  servant." 


Old  C.  H. 


Decem'rl2th  CoL:   CHRIST:   PebiGER  to   CoLO.   Wm.   DaVIES. 

"Dr.  Colonel, 

****** 

Cumberland  "I  have  not  yett  been  able  to  get  a  Eeturn  from  the  Eastern  Shore: 
as  Major  Poulson's  Presence  can  easily  be  dispensed  with,  I  have  order'd 
him  thence  to  get  rid  of  his  constant  Importunitys.  he  will  probably 
show  you  his  Instructions.  I  think  his  Ortography  will  be  put  to  the 
Trial."  ****** 
"Lt:  Storkeley  is  taken  very  unwell,  the  moment  he  is  able  to  ride, 
I  shall  immediately  dispatch  him  for  the  clothing  mentioned  in  your 
last.  I  am  making  a  push  for  the  British  Arms  and  shall  get  them.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  that  cloathing  is  so  very  hard  to  procure.  I  wish 
and  must  insist  on  Capt:  Peyton  and  his  whole  Tribe  to  be  removed  to 
this  place,  with  the  assistance  of  his  Tools,  and  the  workmen  we  have 
here,  a  great  Deal  might  be  done  and  Business  much  fowarded.  I  am 
really  fearful!  that  what  little  cloathing  the  men  now  gett  will  be  wore 
out  before  they  gett  anymore."         *  *  *  *         "Pray 

endeavor  to  procure  every  supply  in  your  power,  it's  impossible  for  the 
men  to  exist  this  severe  weather,  without  Breeches  and  Stockings  or 
woollen  overalls.    Posey  tells  me  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  Eussla 
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Sheeting  or  Eavens  Duck  in  the  public  stores.     Could  these  be  made       1781. 
intolong  Gaiters  such  as  the  french  and  germ  an  Troops  have,  these  Decem'r  12th 
with  Socks  would  do  extremely  well,— at  any  rate  a  pair  of  woollen 
Stockings  per  man  is  at  present  absolutely  wanted.     Pray  how  comes 
on  our  Business  with  the  Legislature. 
Mrs.  Febiger  joins  in  our  best  respects  to  you,  and  I  am  with 

Sincere  Esteem 

Dr.  Col: 
your  mo:  ob.  h'ble  Servant. 


Col:  John  Bos  well  informing  Col:  Davies  of  the  Bi-itish  having  burnt  Decem'r  12th 
five  wagons  on  the  4th  June  last  at  his  house,  the  iron  of  which  he  has 
saved — Another  wagon  "broke  down  and  left  by  Genl:  Wayne"  is  still 
in  his  care.  The  little  medicine  saved  was  delivered  "to  the  State  Doc- 
tor" when  the  marquis  with  his  Army  was  at  his  house  on  the  11th 
June  last. 


"W.    Brown,    Capt:   in    Col:   Gibson's    Eegt:    to    Col:   G.    Mutter.  Decem'r I2th 
"D'r  Sir, 

I  need  not  acquaint  you  of  the  Eevolutions  that  have  taken  place  Petersburg 
in  our  Eegiment — I  may  now  go  where  I 'please,  but  where  to  go  or 
what  to  do  I  am  at  a  loss. — The  pay  &c  that  the  Country  gives  us  is  not 
sufficient  to  live  genteely  on,  and  poor  me,  unfortunately  have  spent  all 
I  had  in  the  Army,  so  that  it's  out  of  my  power  to  commence  Trade, 
which  I  was  brought  up  to.  to  work  I  never  did,  and  to  go  a  begging 
I  can  never  consent  to..  Then  I  suppose  it  may  be  thought  that  the 
Highway  is  the  only  alternative,  but  no,  I  hope  you  know  me  too  well 
to  think  I  would  ever  descend  to  that  despicable  way  of  life— It  really 
greives  me  to  think  to  what  distressing  situation  mj'self  as  well  as  other 
Officers  are  brought  to — for  my  own  part  I  took  up  arms  in  defence  of 
my  Country  as  early  as  any  in  Virginia,  five  years  I  have  been  Hon- 
oured with  a  Commission,  four  of  which  I  commanded  a  Company,  raised 
two  Quotas  of  men.  Suffered  three  Winter's  Campaigns,  and  now  to  be 
rewarded  with  no  more  pay  and  subsistence  pr:  Diem,  than  will  scarcely 
pay  for  the  washing  one  Shirt,  I  imagine  will  appear  to  you  Distress- 
ing. The  only  remedy  left  is  Patience  which  necessity  obliges  me  to 
adopt — As  I  have  experienced  many  marks  of  your  Friendship,  and  as 
you  are  at  the  head  of  a  Department*  where  it  may  be  in  your  power, 
probably  to  procure  or  point  out  some  general  employment  for  me,  as  I 
am  willing  to  serve  my  Country,  tho'  I  have  been  very  ill  used  by  it — 
Please  to  favor  me  with  your  Advice  respecting  this  matter  and  oblige, 

your  most  Humble  Serv't — 

*  Col  Mutter  had  been  removed  from  office  before  this  date. 
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1781.  P.  S.     I  understand  that  the  Frigate  that  Capt :  E".  Travers  is  to  com- 

Decem'r  12th  mand  is  Launched,  as  I  have  been  a  Marine  Officer,  I  would  be  glad  to 
be  appointed  Captain,  if  she  is  to  carry  Marines,  that  is,  in  case  1  should 
hold  my  Eank  &  Else  in  the  Eegiment  when  It  may  be  filled  up." 

W.  B. 


Barracks 


Decem'rl3th  CaPT:  John  PeYTON  TO  THE  SPEAKER  OF  THE  H.  OP  DELEGATES. 

"Sir, 
Albemarle  In  June  '79  I  was  appointed  Clothier  Genl:  to  the  Continental 

Troops  of  the  Va.  Line.  The  appointment  was  given  me  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Hon'ble  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  consequence  of  a  requisi- 
tion being  made  by  the  Hon'ble  Contin'l  Congress  for  such  an  appoint't. 
At  the  time  of  my  appointment  my  sallary  was  fixed  by  the  Assembly 
at  fifteen  hundred  pounds  pr:  annum,  a  Sum  at  that  time  which  was 
supposed  to  be  adequate  to  the  Trouble,  but  the  Rapid  depreciation  in 
our  Currency,  which  took  place  soon  after  the  appointment,  rendered 
my  pay  so  very  inconsiderable,  that  I  never  made  a  demand  on  the  state 
for  it,  being  conscious  they  would  not  wish  me  to  be  so  considerable  a 
looser  as  I  realy  must  be  without  some  part  of  my  sallary  can  be  real- 
ized, &  what  part  of  it  the  Hon'ble  Assembly  may  think  proper  to  make 
good,  shall  entirely  leave  to  that  body,  for  the  Justice  they  may  think 
me  entituled  to. 

I  would  only  wish  to  make  One  Observation  in  the  matter,  which  is^ 
that  my  expenses  during  the  time  has  been  very  considerable,  being 
under  the  necessity  of  moving  the  stores  frequently.  I  have  only  drawn 
from  the  State,  for  my  own  use  Since  I  have  acted  in  the  department, 
20.000  Dols.;  which  sum  was  drawn  last  Marph,  &  consequently  soon 
expended  in  traveling.  I  am  now  &  have  been  for  some  time  entirely 
without  money.  If  I  cannot  get  a  small  supply  shortly,  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  making  Sale  of  some  part  of  my  own  property  to  answer 
my  necessary  expences — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great 

Eespect,  yr:  mo:  ob.  Sev't — " 


Decem'rl3th  CoLo.  Anth:  W.  White  (Cavalry),  to  . 

"Dr.  Sir, 
Salsberry  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Capt:  Watts  of  my  Eegt.— he  is  a 

perfect  Gentleman  &  his  merit  and  address  as  an  Officer  has  been  con- 
spicuous on  all  occasions,  you.  will  therefore  pardon  my  asking  your 
friendship  &  assistance  for  him.  On  Capt:  Bilfield's  promotion,  he  became 
the  Eldest  Capt:  in  my  Eegt.  &  by  a  Eesolve  of  Congress  that  Promo- 
tion should  be  regimental  to  the  Com'd  of  Eeg'ts,  I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  the  second ■  majority— Before  this  Eesolve  took  Place,  either  Capt: 
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Swan  of  the  3d  Eog:  or  Capt:  Hopkins  of  the  4th  Eeg't  had  claims  to  1781. 
one  of  the  majoritys,  but  Congress  have  refused  to  grant  them  Commis-  Deoem'rlSth 
sions  till  the  State  of  Virginia  agree  to  accept  of  them  as  officers,  they 
both  belonging  to  other  States,  which  refusal  appears  to  proceed  from 
their  claims  not  answering  to  the  intent  &  meaning  of  their  late  Eesolve. 
It  is  therefore  much  in  your  power  Sir  to  determine  in  Capt :  Watts' 
favor,  he  being  a  Virginian  Born  &  has  not  only  been  a  faithful  Servant 
to  the  State,  from  the  commencement  of  the  War,  but  has  Bled  &  suf- 
fered for  his  Country  which  undoubtedly  entitles  Jiim  to  this  small 
reward,  if  it  can  be  granted  with  propriety — After  what  I  have  said  of 
this  gentleman,  it  will  be  needless  to  assure  you  that  his  promotion  will 
add  greatly  to  the  Benefit  of  my  Eegt."  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Esteem 

your  much  oblig'd  &  hbl.  Sev't." 


* 


Capt:  N.  Eead  to  Col:  Davies.  Decem'risth 

Dr.  Col, 

I  am  hear  yet,  and  hear  likely  to  be.  however  I  dont  grumble  New  London 
about  that,  but  I  think  it  rather  tight  on  those  folks  who  have  no  money  ®  """  °' 
nor  Cloaths — "  :(:**** 

*  *  *  "I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you 

for  your  opinion  in  regard  to  a  Virginia  Officer  that  is,  whether  he  had 
better  continue  in  the  Army  untill  he  is  broke  for  going  on  parade  with- 
out a  coat,  or  for  him  to  retire  while  times  is  good."  *  * 
"Lieut:  Eankin  who  was  ordered  to  this  place  to  recruit  has  not 
enlisted  any  body,  nor  I  am  shure  will  not,  as  the  people  would  not  turn 
round  three  times  for  ten  thousand  Dollars — 

I  am  D'r  Colo,  yours  Affectionately." 


Col:  Jo:  Holmes  to  Gov:  Harrison.  Deoem'rlSth 

In  accornance  with  his  wishes,  he  presents  a  plan  for  providing  a  Richmond 
guard  for  the  British  Prisoners  at  Winchester — The  following  Counties 
are  "to  furnish  427  men"  viz — "Berkeley,  Hampshire  and  Fauquier  64 
men  each,  Fred'k  &  Shannandoah  60  men  each,  Eockingham  50  men, 
Loudon  75  men— each  County  to  furnish  for  its  men  one  Capt:,  one 
Lieut:  &  one  Ensign  "—Fifteen  men  to  be  mounted  and  equipped  as  cav- 
alry to  patrol  the  Country  and  arrest  straggling  prisoners— The  Conti- 
nental Quarter  Master  to  furnish  Tools  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners  to 
build  their  own  Huts  with,  and  that  the  militia  be  required  to  erect 
proper  places  of  confinement  for  refractory  prisoners  and  for  those  who 
may  attempt  to  escape;  that  fifty  iron  chains  and  handcuffs  be  supplied 
by  the  United  States  "for  purposes  well  known."     Proper  Arms  to  be 
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1781.  furnished  the  Deputy  Con:  of  Mil:  Stores  at  Winchester  for  the  use  of 
Decem'rlSth  the  guard,  he  to  account  for  the  same.  The  Commanding  Officer  to  be 
furnished  with  "copies  of  the  articles  of  war" — The  Counties  doing 
this  duty  to  be  credited  with  the  same,  in  any  future^  call  for  the  militia. 
Culpeper  Co.  omitted  because  of  the  service  done  by  her  militia  at 
Albemarle  Barracks — The  Commanding  Officer  to  make  out  his  Pay 
Eolls  and  foward  them  to  Philadelphia. 


Decem'r  14tli  RoBT.  PoRSTTH,  D.  C.  V.  P.,  TO  Gov :  Haeeison. 

Kiohmond  Twelve  or  fourteen  days  ago,  it  had  been  agreed  that  Flour  should  he 
sold  in  the  lower  country,  in  order  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  Prisoners 
at  Winchester  in  that  neighborhood:  but  no  deposit  of  Flour  has  as  yet 
been  made  for  this  purpose,  nor  does  he  see  any  prospect  of  its  being 
done  in  time  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  Prisoners.  One  Thousand  bar- 
rels will  be  needed  at  once  for  this  purpose. 

,  The  Salt  demanded  by  Colo.  Blaine  is  indispensably  needed,  and  with- 
out delay:  as  the  Beeves  now  on  hand  there,  and  those  on  the  way  must 
perish  for  want  food,  in  as  much  as  they  cannot  be  slaughtered  without 
the  Salt  necessary  to  curing  the  meat. 


Decem'r  14th  FeOM  Me.  RiCHD.  ToTJNa  TO  MaJOE  ClAIBORNE. 

Prederic'sb'g  "In  regard  to  the  three  waggons  left  here  by  Mr.  Reynolds  Conductor 
of  mil :  stores,  they  are  reduced  to  almost  nothing.  I  could  make  but 
one  team  out  of  the  three,  and  they  all  could  scarcely  move.  The  Teams 
I  made  were  sent  with  the  prisoners  and  guards  to  "Winchester — On  its 
return  two  horses  were  stolen  on  the  way,  three  of  the  others  since 
dead — I  kept  them  as  long  as  I  could  but  from  necessity  and  a  late 
letter  received  from  you,  and  the  want  of  forage,  I  thought  it  most 
advisable  to  sell  the  remaining  part,  which  I  did  not,  till  the  11th  inst: 
&  then  at  public  sale,  when  they  &  upwards  of  200  head  of  poor  cattle 
were  advertised  and  sold  by  order  of  Majr.  Forsyth,  as  they  were  not 
fit  for  beef  &  we  were  not  able  to  stall  feed  them.  If  I  had  not  sold  the 
horses,  they  must  have  all  died,  as  I  believe  the  Commissioners  are  deter- 
mined to  let  us  have  no  more  Forage,  and  no  money  or  Credit  to  pur- 
chase. I  shall  account  with  you  properly  for  the  money.  They  were 
so  indifferent  that  they  only  sold  for  about  Thirty  Pounds." 
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Col:  Davies  to  the  Governor,  complaining  of  the  Continental  Agents       1781. 
conduct,  in  making  drafts  upon  County  Commissioners  for  the  "specific  Decem'rl4th 
tax,"  in  grain  &c,  and  selling  it  to  the  French  at  ten  shillings,  specie 
pr:  barrel. 

This  is  taking  advantage  of  the  indulgence  of  the  State,  and  applying    War  Office 
these  articles  to  an  entirely  different  object  from  that  originally  intended  : 
and  it  is  particularly  unjust  when  it  is  remembered  that  Virginia  has 
already  furnished  much  more  than  her  quota  of  supplies. 


Turner  Southall' certifies,  that  he  has  "this  day  administered  the  Oaths  Decem'rl4th 
directed  by  Law  to  be  taken  by  a  Privy  Councillor  to  Beverly  Ean-  Henrico  Co. 
dolph  Esqr." 


Eobt.  Boyd,  Eobt.  Eawlings  and  Wm.  White,  having  been  appointed  Decem'rlSth 
by  the  G-eneral  Court  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Public  Jail,  Eichitioncl 
report,  "  that  they  find  two  small  rooms  ten  feet  square,  without  a  fire 
place,  with  a  small  paled  in  yard  &  suppose  it  very  insufficient  for  the 
number  of  Prisoners  contained  therein."  They  find  "no  conveniences 
for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  &  observe  that  the  Goaler  has  kept  it  much 
cleaner"  than  was  expected — But  with  all  this,  it  is  "unwholesome  and 
inconvenient." 


Thos:  Lomax  to  Gov:  Harrison.  Decem'rlSth 

"Sir, 

When  I  arrived  in  this  part  of  the  Country,  I  was  credibly  informed  Col.  Pendle- 
by  a  number  of  Gent'n,  that  there  are  between  50  &  100  of  the  British  Qg^j.*i^Q'  q^ 
Prisoners  in  this  County,  who  have  hired  themselves  into  different  Fam- 
ilies, and  have  not  a  Doubt,  but  it  is  the  case  in  other  Counties  through 
which  they  marched."  *  *  *  * 

"  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  in  my  Power  to  attend  the  Council  'til  the 
last  of  January,  however  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  me  to  be  there 
sooner  &  you  will  be  obliging  enough  to  acquaint  me  with  it,  I  will 
endeavour  to  be  over — I  am  with  Eespect 

yor:  Excellency's 

most  obt.  h'ble  Serv." 

Endorsed,  in  autograph. 
"In  Council." 

"  Col :  Davies  is  desired  to  give  orders  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  Caroline  to  collect  the  Prisoners  in  his  County  and  either  to 
deliver  them   to  the  Officers  marching  from  Hanover,  or  send  them 

foward  himself  to  Fredericksburg. 

BENJ.  HAEEISON. 
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1781.  Capt:  Henry  Young  to  Gov:  Harrison. 

Deeera'rlTth  Sir, 
Eichmond  Agreeable  to  your  Bxcellency'8  directions,  I  now  beg  leave  to  lay 

before  you  an  explicite  and  impartial  state  of  the  Quarter  Master's 
Department,  which  is  at  this  time  under  my  direction — A  total  stop  to 
the  circulation  of  the  paper  currency,  which  has  taken  place  on  a  suppo- 
sition of  its  being  immediately  called  in,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  cer- 
tificates which  are  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  it,  being  better  received  by  the 
people,  induces  those  who  have  materials  to  dispose  of,  to  withhold  them 
from  such  public  Agents  as  have  not  specie,  or  speeiflcks  to  give  them 
in  return.  The  public  Artificers  and  waggoners  will  leave  us,  nor  can  I 
devise  any  means  to  retain  them,  indeed  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to 
force  them  to  a  compliance  with  their  engagements,  as  we  have  nothing 
permanent  to  give  them  in  return  for  their  services,  and  many  of  them 
have  large  families  to  provide  for,  and  no  other  dependence  but  their 
pay:  I  beg  leave  therefore  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  there  will 
be  an  absolute  necessity  of  drawing  as  many  of  the  six  months'  men 
from  Colo.  Dabney's  Regiment,  as  will  be  sufBcient  to  supply  the  places 
of  the  waggoners  and  Artificers,  those  men  being  furnished  with  cloth- 
ing, will  be  pleased  with  receiving  a  small  monthly  allowance,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  pay  promised  them  as  soldiers,  and  be  content  with  the 
prospect  of  that  promise  being  complied  with  at  a  future  day.  For 
want  of  plank  and  other  materials,  the  Artificers  that  remain  are  entirely 
idle,  nor  can  I  procure  those  materials  without  oflicial  orders,  with  per- 
mission to  grant  such  certificates  for  payment,  as  will  enable  the  sellers 
to  receive  the  value  of  their  Commodities  hereafter.  Could  I  receive 
specie  for  the  stores  furnished  the  Continental  Quarter  Masters,  it  would 
assist  me  greatly  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  department, 
instead  of  this,  I  have,  in  a  great  measure,  been  obliged  to  lay  aside  the 
business  of  the  State,  to  comply  with  the  orders  received  in  favor  of  the 
Continent,  and  the  only  prospect  that  appears,  of  the  State  being  reim- 
bursed, is  either  in  Certificates,  that  have  already  depreciated  greatly, 
or  that  which  is  still  worse, — the  Aects.  after  being  liquidated  may  be 
arranged  in  the  mass  of  Continental  papers,  and  perhaps  will  not  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  for  many  years  to  come,  if  ever — 

The  accounts  of  the  Department,  I  expect  will  be  in  readiness  by  the 
first  of  next  month,  at  which  time  I  wish  them  to  be  finally  settled;  and 
if  the  department  is  to  be  entirely  abolished,  or  myself  superceded,  that 
proper  persons  may  be  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  stores  on  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ensuing  year.  As  nothing  has  been  finally  determined 
with  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  the  wages  of  the  Officers  of  the  depart- 
ment shall  be  paid,  I  respectfully  i-equest  Your  Excellency's  interposition 
in  having  it  done  as  early  as  possible,  many  of  them  being  in  a  manner 
destitute  of  necessaries  which  their  pay  might  have  procured  them,  had 
it  been  receivable  as  it  became  due,  which  their  services  have  undoubt- 
edly merited — 
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There  are  many  debts  now  due  from  the  department,  which  it  is  totally  1781. 
out  of  my  power  to  discharge,  as  the  Creditors  refuse  to  take  the  paper  Decem'rl7th 
money  in  discharge  of  them.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  on  the  mode 
that  will  be  the  most  proper  to  be  adopted  for  discharging  them.  The 
nature  of  the  business  of  Express  riders  will  readily  suggest  to  your 
Excellency  the  necessity  of  their  being  furnished  with  specie,  the  publi- 
cans, for  the  most  part,  in  the  Country  refusing  to  entertain  travellers 
for  paper  money — 

I  have  a  number  of  loose  Horses  at  this  place,  the  difftculty  of  pro- 
curing forage  will  perhaps  induce  your  Excellency  to  coincide  with  me 
in  the  Opinion,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  put  them  in  Charge  of  a  respect- 
able farmer  in  the  Country  where  they  may  be  kept  with  less  expence 
to  the  public,  especially  as  they  are  useless  here :  Application  has  already 
been  made  to  me  on  that  head, — I  have  written  to  the  several  County 
Commissioners  of  the  Specific  Tax,  throughout  the  State,  requiring  a 
return  of  the  forage  collected  and  issued  by  them.  A  very  few  have 
complied  with  my  requisition,  and  Sent  in  their  returns;  whicb  renders 
it  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  make  a  full  return  to  the  War  Office,  as 
I  have  been  required,  of  the  forage  Collected  and  Issued  by  them — 

I  wish  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Council  to  suspend  your 
opinions  of  my  conduct  'till  every  circumstance  that  has  regulated  my 
proceedings,  can  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

There  are  a  number  of  flat- bottom  boats  at  Westham,  belonging  to  the 
public,  they  are  not  suitable  for  the  navigation  below  the  falls,  and  they 
are  useless  above,  as  there  is  not  any  public  purposes  to  which  they 
can  be  applied,  probably  it  may  be  more  advantageous  to  the  public  to 
dispose  of  them — I  shall  be  glad  of  j'our  Excellency's  directions  on  that 
head — 

Sometime  past,  thirteen  saddles,  the  property  of  Captain  Patrick 
Wright  of  this  town,  were  by  order  of  Governor  Nelson,  impressed  for 
the  service  of  the  public.  I  advanced  one  hundred  thousand  Dollars  in 
part,  for  the  payment  of  them — Capt  Wright  now  refuses  to  receive  the 
balance  in  paper  money,  unless  he  can  have  the  full  depreciation — I  am 
at  a  loss,  how  to  determine  it.  perhaps  the  State  Agent  may  have  it  in 
his  power  to  discharge  it  in  specie,  should  your  Excellency  think  proper 
that  it  should  be  settled  in  that  manner  it  will  give  me  infinite  pleasure 
to  know  your  determination  as  soon  as  possible,  as  Captain  Wright  is 
much  distressed  for  want  of  the  money. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  Obedient  Servant." 
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1781.       Jno:  Pierce  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies,  giving  estimate  of  the  quantity  of 
Decem'rlTth  provisions  delivered  this  year  "for  Continental  use." 

Richmond  8000  rations  a  day,  he  supposes  a  moderate  allowance  throughout  the 
whole  state — amounting  to  "13277  Beeves  &  as  many  barrels  of  flour" — 
and  with  what  Indian  meal  used  as  a  substitute  for  flour,"  he  does  not 
doubt  "that  more  than  the  qty:  has  been  delivered" — exclusive  of  these, 
there  "has  been  Bacon,  Pork,  Mutton  &c  &e  to  a  very  considerable 
amount,  also  salt  &  Spirits"  of  which  he  can  form  no  estimate. 


Decem'rl7th  Jno:   Pierce  TO   HoN:   DaVID   JamESON. 

"Sir, 
Kichmond  The  manner  in  which  your  hon'ble  Board  was  pleased  to  appoint 

me  Commissary  Gen'l  &  Commissioner  for  the  State,  gave  me  reasons  to 
hope  I  was  considered^worthy  your  confidence,  consequently  it  becomes 
mj'  duty  to  make  you  every  acknowledgment  in  my  power,  you  will 
therefore  be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  same,  which 
you  will  also  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  rest  of  the  Hon'ble 
members  at  that  time  in  office — 

I  can  with  truth  assure  your  honour,  that  no  lucrative  motives  stimu- 
lated me  to  the  acceptance  of  those  offices,  therefore  did  not  consjilt  you 
on  the  reward  I  might  expect  for  my  services,  &  don't  doubt  but  you 
intended  to  make  me  siich  compensation  as  I  might  deserve.  The 
deranged  situation  of  affairs  at  the  time  I  undertook  this  business  ren- 
dered it  almost  impracticable  to  have  it  performed  with  that  exactness 
as  I  would  wish;  however  have  used  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent 
abuses  &  shall  feel  great  satisfaction,  should  I  be  so  fortunate  as  to  have 
my  conduct  approved  of — 

The  extensiveness  of  business  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  employ 
many  Assistants,  who  also  depend  on  the  Courtesy  of  government  for 
their  reward.  I  must  therefore  entreat  your  Honour  to  represent  the 
matter  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  &  the  rest  of  the  Hon'ble  mem- 
bers of  your  board,  who  will  be  pleased  to  determine  what  reward  I 
shall  have,  also  my  assistants — 

The  motives  by  which  I  was  stimulated  to  undertake  this  business, 
was  to  prevent  the  Army  from  suffering,  at  a  time  there  was  the  greatest 
probability  of  its  being  the  case,  unless  the  greatest  exertions  were 
made  to  prevent  it— I  never  intended  to  continue  longer  than  emer- 
gency should  require  my  services,  therefore  would  wish  to  decline 
the  business  as  soon  as  possible:  my  Acc'ts  may  perhaps  be  required, 
before  I  can  be  discharged;  my  cash  Acc't  is  ready  at  any  time,  but  it 
will  be  impossible  to  have  the  provision  Accounts  ready,  till  the  whole 
of  the  Commissioners  have  made  their  returns,  which  come  in  very  slow; 
but  expect  many  may  be  brought  in  this  week. 
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I  Served  as  Assistant  to  Mr.  Browne  from  the  25  December  last  to  the  1781. 
8th  of  September,  for  which  I  was  allowed  75  lbs.  Tob:  pr:  day,  none  of  Decem'rlTth 
which  I  have  received — The  distresses  I  have  experienced  from  the 
enemy  and  our  own  Army,  leaves  me  so  circumstanced  that  I  have 
almost  every  necessary  of  life  to  purchase,  for  the  support  of  a  very 
large  family,  to  support  which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  dispose  of  part  of 
the  property  I  have  left,  unless  I  can  be  favoured  with  what  is  due  me 
for  public  services — I  hope  therefore  Government  will  favor  me  with 
that  assistance  if  possible,  for  which  I  shall  ever  consider  myself  under 
the  greatest  obligations. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be— 
your  Honour's  most  ob.  Sevt." 


Colo.  Armand  to  Gov:  Harrison  of  Va.  Decern 'rl 7th 

"Sir, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  6th  &  14th  hre  and  Charlottes- 
give  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  assistance  your  Excellency  has  been  ^'^'® 
pleased  to  give  to  the  legion. 

in  your  former  letter  it  appears  that  you  considered  my  application 
to  you  for  recovering  the  horses,  which  became  public  property  by  the 
determination  of  a  council  of  general  officers,  to  which  I  believe  gov- 
ernour  nelson  was  present,  held  at  the  time  of  the  surrendering  of  the 
british  army  in  york,  as  a  personal  regard  from  me  &  destitute  of  pro- 
priety— ^this  mistake  might  have  arose  from  the  circumstance  I  am  under 
of  not  being  entirely  known  of  your  Excellency  &  therefore  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  rectify  the  error. 

I  had  &  have  still  explicit  orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  recover 
for  the  public  &  to  be  turn'd  in  the  legion  all  such  horses  as  here  above 
mentioned,  &  when  I  wrote  to  you  about  it,  it  was  rather  a  step  to  make 
my  conduct  as  agreeable  to  the  civil  authority  as  it  was  in  ray  power — 
Such  orders  were  issued  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  all  my  reflec- 
tion on  the  subject  could  create  in  me  no  other  idea  &  detei-mination,  but 
to  obey  them.  I  therefore  cannot  be  accused  of  want  of  reflection  when 
I  made  a  request  which  shewed  nothing  else  but  my  subordination  to 
the  government — &  the  letter  of  your  excellency  will  be  my  justification, 
should  Congress,  when  being  obliged  to  purchase  the  number  of  horses 
wanted  in  the  legion,  disaprove  of  my  conduct,  as  being  the  principle  of 
those  expenses,  by  not  obeying  their  command  in  receiving  those  taken 
at  York. 

it  appears  by  your  second  letter  that  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  propriety  of  my  proceeding  in  making  application  to  the  State 
of  Virginia  for  the  supply  of  the  legion — at  least  you  think  that  I  have 
not  exerted  myself  as  much  as  in  my  power,  in  having  that  corps  sup- 
plyed  by  the  Continental  qt.  mrs.  at  this  post.    Should  it  become  neces- 
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1781.'  sary  to  justify  myself  ou  that  head  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
Decem'rlTth  your  excellency  to  the  several  letters  which  I  wrote  on  the  subject  to 
the  deputy  qr:  mr.  at  richmond — to  Col:  Davies  of  the  board  ol  war  of 
this  state,  &  to  others  which  I  expected  could  make  some  alteration  in 
our  situation. — in  all  those  I  complained  much  of  the  distressed  state  of 
the  qt:  master's  department  at  this  post.  I  foretold  in  them  what 
might  be  the  consequences  &  even  complained  heavily  of  the  persons 
employed  in  that  department,  who  not  being  able  to  supply  to  their 
want  of  resources  of  money,  by  their  own  exertions  and  influence 
amongst  the  people,  should  be  really  more  prolBtable  to  the  Country  if 
not  employed  at  all  in  its  service,  and  it  was  after  many  trials  that  I 
saw  &  told  we  could  not  do  without  the  assistance  of  the  government  of 
Virginia.  I  requested  it  in  the  mere  persuation  which  your  excellency 
has  since  generously  justifyed,  that  I  should  receive  that  assistance 
when  it  could  be  done  with  propriety,  &  I  do  not  think  to  have  requested 
it  ever  without  propriety. 

as  to  the  renewing  of  the  legion,  what  conveniences  our  men  have 
made  here  for  themselves  &  their  horses  could  not  be  done  in  any  other 
place  in  the  course  of  a  month  &  besides,  the  men  who  did  work  most 
willingly  for  it  was  not  a  piece  of  their  duty,  would  not  undergo  the 
same  fatigues  again,  &  I  do  not  think  any  other  part  of  the  country 
could  afford  as  much  forage  as  this. 

as  to  the  orders  for  impressmg  waggons,  it  became  necessary  from  the 
same  principles  of  insufficiency  of  the  qt:  masters  at  this  post.  I 
received  lately  a  letter  of  genl :  Weedon,  who  tells  me  that  he  questions 
if  the  qt :  master  at  fredericsburg  will  be  able  to  procui'e  waggons  to 
foward  at  this  post  the  cloathing  &  equipments  of  the  legion  which  was 
dayly  expected  there — had  I  had  an  order  to  impress  waggons  for  the 
terms  of  fifteen  days  I  would  have  provided  a  magazine  of  forage  suffi- 
cient to  subsist  the  legion  while  stationed  here— but  with  the  number  of 
waggons  we  have  now,  it  is  impossible  to  supply  the  dayly  want  of  that 
corps — &  I  do  not  know  how  we  shall  get  the  cloathing  at  this  post — 
both,  instances,  which  may  detain  us  a  longer  time  inactive  by  great-. 

deal  &  hinder  totally  the  in  raising  the  legion,     your  excellency 

will  judge  from  this  faithful  repport  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
impressing  waggons— as  for  my  part  I  am  confident  to  have  done  what 
I  could  on  the  occasion — 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir,  your  obt.  h'ble  servt." 


Decem'r  17th  James  Hayes  informs  the  Executive,  of  his  having  been  ready  for 
Richmond  some  time  past,  to  undertake  the  Public  Printing,  but  is  prevented  for 
the  want  of  paper.  The  State  having  a  considerable  quantity  of  this 
Article  at  "Westham,  he  requests  an  Order  for  a  supply,  to  enable  him 
"to  {)erform  the  Public  Business"  l^ith  the  diepatch  neceSsafy  to  the 
Public  good. 
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Col :  Davies  encloses  to  the  Governor,  a  Return  of  forage  on  hand  col-       1781. 
lected  in  the  Counties  adjacent  to  Charlottesville — Corn  2739i  Bushels —  Decem'rlTth 
Oats  10611  B — Eye  74J —  "War  Office 

There  have  been  £1025000,  advanced  to  OflScers  for  the  recruiting 
service,  but  not  more  than  one  hundred  men  received. 


CoL:  Davies  to  the  Governor.  Decem'rlTth 

"Sir, 

In  the  County  of  Rockingham  and  some  others,  there  are  many  War  Office 
eighteen  months  men  who  refuse  to  leave  the  County  unless  they  receive 
their  bounty;  there  was  not  money  enough  raised  in  the  County  to  pay 
them,  and  when  application  was  made  to  the  treasury,  there  was  none 
to  be  got  there.  The  present  state  of  the  money  makes  it  almost  useless 
that  the  drafts  should  be  now  made  on  the  Treasury,  nor  will  the  men 
receive  it,  as  they  say  with  justice,  that  it  was  not  their  fault  that  the 
bounty  was  not  received  while  it  was  worth  something.  I  beg  the  favor 
of  your  Excellency's  instructions. 

I  must  likewise  ask  your  Orders  respecting  the  claims  of  supernumerary 
Officers  who  were  down  commanding  militia  at  the  Seige  of  York.  They 
pretend  to  have  a  claim  to  the  £20,  allowance  of  clothing  in  advance — " 

He  does  not  think  their  claim  a  just  one,  but  the  situation  of  Major 
Klauman  and  "a  very  few  others"  who  have  been  constantly  in  the 
field  may  deserve  particular  attention — 


W.  Armstead   applies   to   the   Executive  for  remuneration   for  Mr.  Decem'r  18th 
Belcher,  employed  by  him  in  Nov :  1780  by  orders,  to  distribute  "  three    Eichmond 
bushels  of  salt  to  each  of  the  militia  who  marched  with  Col :  Mason  to 
So.  Carolina,  to  the  number  of  529  men."   • 


Col:  Benj:  Logan  to  Gov:  Nelson,  enclosing  "Recommendations  for  Decem'r  18th 
magistrates — also  for  blank  commissions  for  Militia  Officers — 

Adds. — "As  to  the  present  distresst  situation  of  this  County  I  shall  Saint  Eseph, 
say  but  little  about  it,  as  it  apears  the  conducting  of  the  war  in  this  Lincoln,  Ky. 
Western  Country  is  invested  in  General  Clarck,  who  I  expect  hath  give 
you  every  nesscessary  intelligence,  if  some  Method  is  not  fell  upon 
Early  the  ensueing  Spring  to  repel  the  Enemy,  I  hope  Your  Excellency 
&  the  Honourable  Councill  will  Grant  me  the  liberty  &  send  me  instruc- 
tions to  raise  two  companies  of  Light  Horse  for  the  defence  of  this  County. 
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1781.  Major  Claiborne  to  Col:  Davies,  accounting  for  the  complaint  made 
Decem'rlSth  to  Major  Forsyth,  that  the  Continental  Artificers  were  not  furnished 
provisions,  as  having  originated  from  a  letter  written  to  him  from 
Capt-Eice  D.  Q.  Master  at  Charlottesville,  upon  whom  the  duty  of 
supplying  the  Post  near  that  place  rested,  in  which  he  says  "Ifind  that 
£  cannot  do  my  people  justice,  as  they  refuse  me  State  Supplies  for  Conti- 
nental purposes. 

Eichmond        The  complaint  was  referred  to  Capt  Peyton. 


Decem'rlSth  Benj:  Waller  to  the  Governor. 

"Sir, 

Williamsb'g  By  law  the  Court  of  Admiralty  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  the 

Capitol  in  this  City,  as  the  most  convenient  Place  for  the  Judges  and 
Suitors;  that  house  is,  and  for  some  Time  past  has  been,  full  of  the  siok 
French  Soldiers ;  and  the  Town  Court-House  is  used  as  a  Barrack ;  so 
that  the  Court  by  consent  of  the  Parties  has  been  lately  held  in  my 
oflSce,  which  with  much  Intercession  is  left  empty.  Tou  Sir,  and  the 
Council  have  a  Power  to  adjourn  the  court  from  the  Capitol,  and  as 
there  is  a  cause  of  some  consequence  lately  instituted,  and  more  may  be 
brought,  wherein  the  parties  may  not  consent,  to  avoid  Error,  I  must  beg 
the  Favor  of  you  to  send  an  order  for  adjourning  the  Court  to-the  place 
where  it  has  been  lately  held,  which  I  know  will  be  agreeable  to  the 
Judges,  and  I  believe  to  all  Parties,  during  the  present  Inconvenience — 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir 

your  most  obt.  hbl.  Servt." 


Decem'r  18th  Capt  :  Depontiere,  AID  TO  Baeon  Steuben,  enclosing  letters  to  be  for- 
warded, to  Col :  Davies. 

Philadelphia  He  goes  frequently  to  the  Post  office,  the  Baron  expecting  letters 
from  him  every  day — no  news,  except  that  a  general  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  a  reorganization  of  the  army  will  take  place  next  month — 
The  Baron  sends  his  compliments. 


Decem'r  19th  Miles  Selden  applies  to  the  Executive,  in  behalf  of  George  Pickett 
Eichmond  and  Thos.  Arche,  for  authority  to  recover  two  horses  belonging  respect- 
ively to  these  gentlemen,  impressed  by  him  under  orders  from  Gov: 
Nelson,  and  now  in  Maj :  John  Nelson's  Eegiment  of  cavalry.  Since 
the  fall  of  York,  all  impressed  Horses  had  been  returned  to  their  owpers 
and  those  should  in  like  manner  be  disposed  of, 
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David  Eoss  to  Col:  Davies.  1781. 

Decem'rl9th 
He  had  hoped  to  have  gotten  our  own  People  to  manufacturing  Thread,  Kichmond 
and  had  engaged  Mr.  St.  Chiir  at  Staunton  to  give  the  proper.encour- 
agement  to  the  scheme;  but  as  this  has  failed  he  must  purchase  tlie  for- 
eign article:  has  just  gotten  a  small  supply  from  Mr.  Nicolson — The 
great  scarcity  of  wagons  has  prevented  his  bringing  over  the  clothing 
from  Petersburg.  He  must  request  the  Clothier  to  —  over  there  for  the 
Blankets  needed — four  yai-ds  of  the  Cotton  will  make  one  Blanket,  and 
he  shall  be  furnished  with  thread  enough  to  make  them  up. 


Capt:  J.  Prtoe  to  Col:  Davies.  Decem'r 20th 

The  Laboratory  at  Westham  being  "at  a  stand"  he  thinks  it  useless  Kichmond 
to  retain  Capt :  Allen  and  the  men  there,  except  a  guard  for  the  maga- 
zine. He  therefore  proposes  to  order  him  down  to  Eichmond,  as  keeper 
of  the  magazine,  especially  as  he  has  no  one  to  do  that  duty,  and  is 
hourly  expecting  military  stores  from  below,  which  will  require  such 
necessary  attention.  Eequests  that  Capt:  Young  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  necessary  quarters,  fuel  &c. 


Capt:  T.  Bowne,  informs  Col:  Davies,  he  has  been  so  ill  for  several  JDecem'r20th 
weeks,  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  do  anything  towards  moving  the  York  Town 
cannon:  a  sort  of  work  he  cannot  undertake  unless  he  was  "harty  & 
well."  A  party  of  Col:  Dabney's  Eegt.  arrived  the  day  before  to  assist 
him  in  removing  the  State  mil:  stores.  He  is  surprised  at  this,  in  as 
much  as  they  had  all  been  carried  away  "  near  twenty  days  "  ago :  hence 
the  men  had  nothing  to  do,  "but  march  back  again." 


EOBT.   MOERIS  TO   GoVK.   OP  VIRGINIA.  Decem'r  2l3t 

"Sir, 

As  it  is  very  important  to  the  public  service,  that  I  should  be  well  Office  of  Fl- 
informed  of  the  measures  taken  to  promote  it,  in  the  several  States  of       °ance 
the  Union,'!  take  the  Liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency  to  transmit 
me,  from  Time  to  Time,  the  Laws  of  your  State,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
Legislature,  as  they  are  printed — 

I  flatter  myself  that  if  this  matter  were  suggested  to  the  Legislature 
they  would  make  provision  for  the  purpose. 

With  great  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Sir, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obt.  and  humble  sevt." 
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1781.       David  Eoss  to  the  Executive — Enclosing  letters  from  Capts:  Maxwell 
Decern 'r  21st  &  Harris. 

Bichmond  If  the  ships  are  to  be  continued  in  the  Commercial  Department,  as 
sailors  are  scarce,  each  ship  should  carry  "30  marines  &  their  officers" — 
they  are  wanted  at  once.  If  the  State  Boat  "Liberty"  is  not  at  present 
in  special  service,  he  will  be  glad  to  use  her,  to  carry  "  Pork,  Canvass 
&  Cordage  "  with  such  hands  as  can  be  secured  here  for  the  ships. 


Deoem'r  22d  David  Eoss  TO  EoBT.  MoREis,  Phil. 

"Sir, 

Eichmond  I  am  just  now  favour'd  with  your  Letter  of  the  11th  Instant,  inform- 

ing me  that  you  have  before  you,  my  Letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  respecting  the  Transactions  with  the  British  Merchants 
at  York,  together  with  the  Bills  drawn  on  you  for  the  amount  of  the 
merchandize  furnished  to  the  Continental  Army. 

I  conceived  this  Transaction  had  been  fully  understood,  and  that  there 
now  remain'd  nothing  more  to  be  done,  but  your  acceptance  of  the  Bills, 
which  his  Excellency  informs  me  in  his  Letter  of  the  10th  is  done,  and 
the  Bills  fowarded  under  your  cover.  The  British  Traders  have,  each 
of  them,  my  obligation  for  the  Payment  of  their  respective  advances  for 
the  Army.  The  Tobacco,  I  shall  advance  from  the  Funds  assigned  to 
ray  Department.  I  have  already  paid  some  part  of  it,  and  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  Balance  of  the  Tobacco  due,  as  well  as 
for  the  application  of  the  money  to  be  received,  wherefore  'tis  not  in  my 
power  to  make  any  alteration  in  this  Transaction,  and  am  to  request 
that  you'll  be  pleased  to  foward  the  Bills  or  give  them  to  Mr.  Thos: 
Pleasants  if  he  has  not  left  Town. 

The  Bonds  left  in  my  hands,  are  to  the  amount  of  the  largest  Bill  viz 
£7452..12..0id  Sterling,  pay'ble  before  the  Bills  become  due,  that  the 
money  might  be  ready  to  take  up  one  of  them — I  am  ready  to  give  them 
up,  on  receiving  the  receipt  I  gave  for  them.  The  Bonds  being  at  my 
house  at  Petersburg,  I  can't  send  you  a  Copy  just  now,  but  shall  do  it  in 
a  few  Days. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Eespect 

(Copy)  Your  humble  Servant." 

Note.  The  Bonds  are  paybl.  in  Tobo.  or  money,  this  IndulgenceVas 
thought  necessary  to  raise  the  value  of  the  Goods  sold — 


Decem'r  22d      Capt:  J.  Pryor  requests  of  Col:  Davies  authority  to  retain  "the  only 
Eichmond    covered  waggon  to  be  had"  to  transport  articles  in  his  department, 
which  should  not  be  exposed  to  the  weather.    He  is  putting  up  a  Stable 
for  the  horses,  and  desires  an  order  for  forage  to  Keep  them 
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M.  Simons  to  Gov:  Harrison.  1781. 

"Sir,  Decern 'r  23d 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  with  a  letter  Richmond 
rec'd  from  Major  Ross,  relative  to  my  obtaining  Passports  from  Admiral 
Digby,  to  carry  Tobacco  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Charles  Town,  I  have 
consulted  several  owners  of  Vessels,  but  find  that  the  restrictions  intended 
by  Admiral  Digby,  will  put  it  quite  out  of  my  power  to  procure  Vessels 
here.  I  have  no  alternative  but  that  of  going  to  new  York,  &  to  hire 
vessels  there  to  come  to  the  Chesapeake  for  the  Tobacco,  but  as  your 
Excellency  signified  to  me  that  your  Permission  would  not  be  a  sufiflcient 
Protection  ag'st  the  French  and  American  Cruizers  at  Sea,  I  humbly 
request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  write  to  his  Excellency 
Genl :  Washington  on  the  subject,  who  I  am  hopefuU  will  indulge  me 
with  a  permission  to  go  to  new  York,  and  hire  Vessels  there,  for  the 
purpose  of  coming  to  Virginia  &  to  take  in  a  certain  quantity  of  Tobacco 
to  carry  to  Charles  Town  or  to  New  York,  to  discharge  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  American  Prisoners,  while  in  So.  Carolina,  &  that  the 
Passports  may  protect  the  Vessels  until  they  return  to  a  British  Party 
either  at  Charles  Town  or  New  York — Mr.  Ross  will  inform  your  Bxcelly : 
what  quantity  of  Tobacco  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  obtain  Passports 
for.  As  I  have  nothing  in  view,  but  what  is  fair,  upright  and  just,  there 
can  be  scarce  a  possibility  of  any  imposition,  as  I  will  take  care  that  the 
Vessel  or  Vessels  shall  come  in  ballast  only,  from  New  York,  and  your 
Excellency  can  lay  any  restrictions  you  think  proper,  while  they  are 
taking  in  this  Load." 

Jp  5|C  !p  »jC  *|C  ?|> 

I  humbly  beg  yr:  Excellency's  pardon  for  troubling  you  so  much  on 
this  business,  but  I  conceive  that  a  line  from  you  to  his  Excelly:  Genl: 
Washington  is  the  only  proper  channel  that  I  cou'd  make  any  applica- 
tion, as  it  wou'd  be  necessary  that  Genl:  Washington  shou'd  know  that 
it  would  meet  your  Excellency's  approbation." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c  &c 


Col:  A.  Thornton  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies.  Decem'r24th 

His  letter  in  regard  to  the  British  Prisoners  said  to  be  hiring  them-  Caroline  Co. 
selves  out  in  that  County  has  been  rec'd — He  hears  of  not  more  than 
six  or  eight  in  that  neighborhood,  but  learns  they  are  scattered  about 
in  almost  all  the  Counties,  "between  this  and  the  Ridge" — He  will  at 
once  order  his  officers  to  attend  to  this  matter,  and  dispose  of  them  as 
directed. 
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1781.       James  Anderson  to  Col:  Davies — Giving  reasons  why  he  could  not 

Decem'r25th      contract  with  any  one  to  furnish  materials  for  his  Shops,  in  as  much 

as  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  how  such  contractor  was  to  be  paid — 

Richmond  If  money  had  been  advanced  to  him  at  the  proper  time  he  could  have 
secured  abundance  of  material,  by  which  the  Shops  would  have  pros- 
pered— He  should  likewise,  have  looked  after  the  Public  Hides,  who  had 
the  tanning  of  them  &c — From  the  large  numbers  of  beeves  consumed, 
it  might  be  supposed  there  were  quantities  on  hand,  but  this  is  not  the 
Case,  as  he  finds  it  difficult  matter  to  secure  a  single  hide.  As  to  under- 
taking work  for  private  individuals,  he  must  protest  against  such  a 
measure,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  fail  to  give  dissatisfaction,  and 
thereby  incur  censure.  The  public  and  private  interests  must  necessa- 
rily clash.  Indeed,  so  arduous  and  troublesome  is  his  present  situation, 
he  much  prefers  to  be  relieved  from  duty  altogether  and  be  allowed  to 
pursue  his  own  private  business. 


Decem'r25th  DuNCAN  RosE  TO  Gov:  HARRISON — Calling  attention  to  a  large  balance 
due  to  Mon:  Beaumarchais'  Agent  Mr.  De  Francy  for  goods  furnished 
the  Army  in  1778. 

Eichmond  It  amounts  to  800  Hhds:  Tobo.  That  gentleman  had  informed  him 
by  letter  in  April  last,  that  he  intended  to  have  brought  in  the  £  40,000 
worth  of-^goods  contracted  for  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  should  have 
delivered  them  in  time  but  for  the  occupation  of  the  Chesapeake  by  the 
Enemy — Mr.  Eose,  tho'  not  now  in  a  "Public  Department,"  thinks  it 
his  duty  to  give  this  information. 


Decem'r25th      Eesolution  passed,  that  the  present  situation  of  affairs  makes  it  neces- 
General  sary  "to  remove  out  of  this  State  All  the  Troops  of  the  Convention  of 

Assembly  Saratoga".  The  Executive  to  "take  immediate  measures"  for  the  pur- 
pose, having  due  regard  to  the  "convenient  accommodation"  of  said 
troops. 


Deoem'r26th  Major  Alex:  Dick  to  Col:  Davies. 

"Sir, 

Portsmouth  "*  *  *  *  "I  shall  retain  at 

this  Post,  one  hundred  men,  fitt  for  duty.  Capt:  Ewell  marches  tomor- 
row with  54  men.  as  soon  as  the  men  recover  I  will  send  them  up. 
the  command  order'd  to  York  return'd,  the  Gentleman  to  whom  they 
were  directed  having  no  use  for  them. 

*  *  *     "I  on  the  23d  laid  off^he  men  into  six 

Companies,  forming  a  Grenadier  &  light  infantry  Company :  which  two 
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Companies  are  equal  to  any  troops.  If  the  Executive  will  allow  me  to  1781. 
procure  them  Grenad.  &  Light  infantry  caps,  with  spaterdashes,  I  can  do  Decem'r26th 
it  here  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  it  would  not  only  add  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Eegt.  but  greatly  facilitate  recruiting.  I  must  claim  your  promise 
of  the  50  suits,  &  could  you  instead  of  50  send  me  100,  I  will  engage  to 
give  them  to  recruits  recruited  since  the  Seige  of  York,  or  else  return 
them,  depending  on  your  promise  I  always  engage  a  suit  to  every 
recruit.  I  beg  you  will  take  speedy  methods  of  supplying  this  Garrison 
with  Provisions,  for  10  Days  the  men  were  without  any  meat  &  there 
is  a  likelihood  of  our  being  in  the  same  situation  soon,  our  flour  is  just 
out,  &  the  men  &  oflScers  have  had  no  rum  this  some  time  past,  no  one 
will  trust  the  Country — one  Hospital  without  medicine,  without  any 
conveniences  for  the  sick,  a  number  of  men  in  the  Small  pox:  we  may 
be  truly  said  to  be  in  the  Enemies  Country,  the  Inhabitants  of  Prin- 
cess Ann,  are  constantly  sending  for  soldiers  to  protect  them  from  the 
Tories  &  Eefugees,  who  have  such  secure  retreats  in  the  swamps  that  it 
will  be  impossible  to  hunt  them  out  before  the  Spring.  As  security  to 
that  County,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  I  will  erect  a 
Eedoubt  at  the  Cape,  which  will  not  only  awe  those  ragamuffins,  but 
will  serve  as  a  light-House,  a  protection  to  vessels  from  Privateers,  and 
an  look  out  to  this  post.  I  have  detained  the  armes  of  the  Party  going 
on  Command,  as  1  make  no  doubt  they  will  be  supplied  at  Eichmond  & 
they  are  wanting  here — I  understand  from  the  Com'y  there  is  but  one 
Day's  flour  more  on  hand.     I  am  Sir 

your  most  obt.  H'ble  Servt." 


Col:  Wm.  Fleming  to  Gov:  Harrison.  Deoem'rSeth 

Sir, 

The  Eev:  Adam  Smyth,  rector  of  Botetourt  Parish  who  will  deliver  Botetourt  Co 
this,  waits  on  your  Excellency  to  obtain  permission  to  visit  his  family 
in  Ireland,  being  a  stranger  to  your  Excellency,  he  thinks  a  line  from 
me  may  be  of  some  service  in  obtaining  a  permission,  which  I  am  sen- 
sible, from  your  humane  disposition,  you  would  grant  on  a  bare  recital 
of  facts.  After  being  some  years  in  the  ministry  in  Ireland,  on  account 
of  some  Family  misfortunes  he  came  over  to  America,  leaving  his  wife 
and  three  children  behind.  In  1773,  he  was  presented  to  this  parish, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  in  the  commission  of  the  peace,  in  this  char- 
acter he  still  continues  to  act,  and  is  a  usefull  majistrate.  The  revolu- 
tion taking  place,  he  chearfully  took  the  Test,  and  swore  allegiance  to 
the  States  of  America,  and  was  an  active  member  in  several  committees, 
the  communication  between  Ireland  and  America  being  interrupted, 
prevented  Mr.  Smyth  from  getting  his  family  from  Ireland,  only  his 
youngest  child,  a  boy  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,  who  is  now  at  school 
in  this  County.— his  wife  is  dead,  and  his  other  children  two  young 
women  he  is  anxious  to  bring  over,  and  at  the  same  time  settle  somfe 
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1781.       family  affairs.     Mr.  Smyth  informs  me,  that  ho  proposes  to  return  the 
Deeem'r26th  latter  end  of  summer,  should  he  be  favoured  with  Your  Excellency's  & 
the  Hon'ble  the  Councils  permission  to  bring  in  his  Family  to  Virginia, 
where  he  has  property  in  this  County. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  Servt. 


Decem'r26th  CoL:    Wm.   FLEMING  TO   GOVR.   HARRISON. 

Botetourt  Co      He  has  received  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Genl:  Assembly  of  June 

Commission-  21st,  calling  to  account  disbursing  officers  &c,  in  the  western  country 

ers appointed  belonging  to  Virginia;  also  the  order  of  Council  appointing  him  in  place 

accounts  &c.  of  Col :  Wm.  Christian,  in  conjunction  with  Colo.  Wm.  Preston,  Colo. 

in  Western    g^jj,j  McDowell  &  Colo.  Thos.  Marshall,  to  act  in  settling  these  and  all 
Virginia  '  " 

other  accounts  with  the  State,  and  to  meet  for  this  purpose  on  some 

future  day  at  the  Falls  of  Ohio — In  taking  this  step  the  Legislature 
must  have  supposed  frauds  to  have  been  committed,  and  that  offenders 
were  to  be  brought  to  justice — This  being  so,  it  is  all  important,  the 
powers  of  this  Board  of  Commissioners  should  be  described,  in  view  of 
the  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  the  intent  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  lest  mismanagement  in  that  quarter  should  alienate  "the 
affections  of  the  Western  French,  and  greatly  weaken  our  interest  with 
the  Indian  tribes"  &c — He  suggests  the  necessity  of  using  the  civil  pow- 
ers, providing  competent  clerks;  proper  books  in  which  may  enter  all 
claims  adjusted — A  List  of  the  amounts  advanced  to  officers  &  agents  in 
that  country  should  be  furnished — A  table  of  comparative  depreciation; 
the  price  of  tobacco  at  different  times — the  power  vested  in  Command- 
ants &  Indian  Agents  in  drawing  Bills  &c,  and  the  authority  to  send  for 
witnesses  and  papers  should  be  considered — It  appearing  to  him  from 
the  letter  he  has  received,  that  the  whole  Board  should  be  present  at 
every  meeting,  and  it  being  a  distance  of  450  miles  from  Botetourt  to 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  thrugh  a  wilderness  ''infested  by  Indian  enemies," 
"  the  country  there  still  more  dangerous  than  the  road,"  it  would  bo 
necessary  to  provide  the  Commissioners  with  escorts  in  their  different 
adjournments" — He  is  willing  to  serve  his  country  in  any  capacity,  but 
fears  he  will  not  be  able  to  perform  this  journey,  his  right  arm  being 
rendered  almost  useless  by  "a  severe  rheumatick  complaint" — &c  &c 


Decem'r27th  Capt:  E.  Eead,  Va.  L.  Dragoons  TO  CoL:  Davies. 

"Sir, 

Quarters  I  rec'd  yours  by  Colo.  Holmes,  dated  17th  &  18th  Instant— they 

Chester  '""     ^^^^  ^^  amediately  cumplyed  with  &  shall  leive  one  of  the  smallest 

Troops  of  22  men,  with  their  officers,     the  Eemainding  two  Troops  of 

61  men  I  should  have  marched  this  yerry  day,  for  new  London  in  Bed- 
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ford  County  agreeable  to  your  orders  of  the  third,  But  Col:  Holmes  1781. 
informs  me  that  the  Acts  of  Assembly  for  impressing  Provisions,  Porage  Decern 'r  27th 
&c  is  repealed  &  the  County  Commissioners  &  Commissarys  are  discon- 
tinued, therefore  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  subsist  the  Coar  to  that  place, 
the  Eepeal  of  that  act  has  had  such  an  effect  on  the  mindes  of  the  people 
heare  already,  that  they  will  not  part  with  anything  they  have,  with- 
ought  the  Cash  &  were  the  British  Prisoners  not  heare,  I  think  there 
would  be  scarcely  a  Suffitiancy  to  support  our  Coar  of  Horses  through 
the  winter. 

The  Dragoon  weights  on  you  for  my  Instructions,  how  I'm  to  proceed 
to  furnish  the  Coar  to  Bedford,  we  shall  be  in  redyness  to  march 
amediately  on  his  return."  *  *  *  * 

*  *     n  J  niust  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  clothing  neces- 

sary for  this  Coar,  they  are  getting  extreem  naked,  particularly  for 
Breeches  &  Eegimentals — 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

your  mo:  Obt.  Servt." 


Colo.  James  Woob  to  Gov:  Harrison.  Decern 'r 27th 

"Sir, 

By  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington  to  General  Winchester 
Morgan,  I  have  received  Information  that  the  Secretary  at  War  has 
appointed  me  to  the  Superintendency  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  in  this 
State,  and  has  fowarded  Instructions  to  me,  but  they  have  not  as  yet 
come  to  hand.  Nothing  but  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Post  for 
want  of  Flour,  wou'd  have  induced  me  to  Trouble  your  Excellency  on 
the  Occasion,  before  I  had  received  the  Secretary  at  War's  Instructions. 
Indeed  the  scarcity  of  Pi-ovisions,  and  want  of  Discipline  in  the  Militia 
has  been  such,  as  to  occasion  at  least  a  Third  of  the  Prisoners  to  be  dis- 
persed over  the  Country;  and  it  is  evident  to  me,  that  unless  the  Exec- 
utive of  Virginia  are  authorized  to  make  Provision  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  Prisoners  and  Guards,  until  the  Financier  General  can  take  up 
the  matter,  it  will  very  shortly  end  in  the  dispersion  of  both.  I  am 
now  endeavouring  to  procure  a  small  quantity  of  Flour,  on  my  own 
Credit  to  serve  them  til  I  hear  from  your  Excellency  &  which  I  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  effect.  I  must  beg  that  your  Hon'ble  Board,  will,  if  you 
should  think  it  Proper,  give  me  Power  to  call  upon  the  Counties  who 
are  to  furnish  the  Guards  as  occasion  may  require,  which  shall  be  done 
by  regular  detail  and  in  Proportion  with  their  strength. 

I  am  just  now  informed  by  Capt :  Eead,  that  he  is  directed  to  leave 
fifteen  Light  Dragoons  at  this  Post  for  Patrols.  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  it  to  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  advissable  to 
increase  the  number  to  a  full  Troop,  considering  how  much  the  Pris- 
oners are  Dispersed,  and  the  difficulty  which  will  attend  the  collecting 
tbem,,  Capt:  Eead  tells  me  that  he  is  to  iflaj-ch  the  remaining  part  of 
85 
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1781.       the  Corps  to  Bedford,  but  how  he  is  to  effect  it  or  Provide  Forage  while 
Deoem'r27th  they  remain  here,  I  am  at  the  Greatest  Loss  to  Devise,  as  I  am  informed 
the  impress  Law  is  repealed — I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
respect  and  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tr:  Excellency's  very  ob.  Servt." 


Decem'r27th  Wm.  Hat,  Ass:  Com;  Agent  enclosing  to  the  Governor,  the  petition 
of  one  Mary  Sanders  of  Louisa  Co.,  praying  the  release  and  discharge 
of  her  Husband  condemned  to  work  in  the  Lead  Mines  in  Montgomery 
County  in  1780. 

Kichmond        Mr.  Hay  urges  the  granting  the  petition,  under  the  painful  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 


ters 


Decern 'r  28th  Genl:  Nath'l  Green  TO  CoL:  Wm.  Da  vies. 

"Dear  Sir, 
Head  Quar-  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain  Eagsdale,  who  comes  to 

solicit  immediate  reinforcements  from  Virrginia  in  consequence  of  the 
very  great  additional  force,  the  enemy  are  daily  expecting  to  receive. 
Let  me  beg  you  to  have  all  the  Virginia  Ti-oops  fowarded  without  a 
moments  loss  of  time. 

I  have  been  told  that  Col:  Febiger  is  not  willing  to  come  out  into  this 
Country.  Should  that  be  the  case  I  could  wish  Colonel  Mathews,  if  he 
is  exchanged  may  take  Command  of  the  first  Eegiment  that  marches — 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  or  where  to  address  myself,  now  the  Mar- 
quiss  and  the  Baron  are  gone,  or  who  has  the  command  of  the  Conti- 
nental Troops.  Be  it  who  it  may,  Capt:  Eagsdale  has  a  letter  to  him — 
For  God's  Sake,  my  Dear  Sir,  give  no  sleep  to  your  eyes,  or  slumber  to 
your  eye  lids  'till  you  get  the  troops  on  the  march — 

Capt:  Eagsdale  has  also  Orders  to  apply  for  2000 .militia,  and  to  get 
2000  beeves  put  up  to  stall  feed  for  this  Army.  Please  to  lend  your  aid 
in  the  business,  and  foward  us  a  good  quantity  of  Spirits,  if  you  intend 
we  shall  either  live  or  fight — 

If  Virginia  does  not  exert  herself  for  our  aid,  we  are  inevitably 
ruined.  An  individual  can  do  but  little  without  assistance,  and  I  beg  the 
Legislature  and  Executive  of  your  State  not  to  deceive  themselves  with 
false  hopes,  fresh  misfortunes  will  arise  without  effectual  assistance, 
and  that  may  lay  a  train  again  of  new  calamities  in  Virginia.  But 
besides  what  concerns  her  own  Safety,  she  should  not  be  unmindfull  of 
the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  her  Sister  States.  Something  must  be 
done  in  your  State  to  give  more  effectual  aid  to  the  business  of  trans- 
portation.   Colonel  Carrington  says  he  can  get  no  assistance. 

I  am  D'r  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant." 
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Memorial  of  Danl:  Murray  to  the  Ya.   Delegates  in  Congress,       1781. 

praying  for  relief—  Decem'r29th 

In  1776  he  was  left  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  his  brother  Wm.  Mur-  Philadelphia 
ray  in  the  Illinois  Countrj',  with  orders  to  give  every  assistance  to  any 
American  Troops  that  might  arrive  there.  These  instructions  were 
repeated  by  his  brother,  thro'  Col;  Geo:  Gibson  who  came  from  N. 
Orleans  to  that  Country.  Under  these  circumstances  he  did  supply  Colo. 
George  Rogers  Clark  with  large  quantities  of  Flour,  beef.  Pork,  Salt, 
Tallow,  Liquor  and  Merchandize  for  Continental  cui-rency  at  gold  valua- 
tion,— and  induced  the  French  Inhabitants  to  do  likewise.  He  then  did 
not  stop  to  consider  the  rapid  depreciation  of  the  money.  In  addition  to 
this,  he  served  in  person,  in  the  expeditions,  and  all  other  military  ope- 
rations under  Col:  Clark  in  that  Country,  whereby  his  health  has  been 
seriously  impaired.  Upon  Col:  Clark's  importunities  and  from  attach- 
ment to  the  American  cause  he  had  consented  to  "fill  the  Posts  of  Quar- 
ter Master  &  Commissary"  under  him,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own 
Affairs — After  Col:  Clark's  withdrawal  from  the  Country,  he  continued 
to  exert  himself  and  "stran'd  every  nerve  for  the  good  of  the  Service" 
under  Col:  Montgomery;  and  when  the  Powerful  Tribe  of  Kickapoo 
Indians  came  to  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  with  their  dis- 
tresses, demanding  the  means  of  clothing  their  women  and  children, 
and  applying  for  ammunition  and  provisions,  with  which  to  annoy  the 
British  and  kill  food  for  themselves,  or  else  go  to  Detroit  and  make 
terms  with  the  latter;  and  when  the  Superintendent  Capt:  Leonard 
Helm,  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of  the  Curi-ency  in  that  Country, 
could  not  comply  with  these  demands,  altho'  he  had  not  the  Articles, 
made  use  of  his  personal  credit  and  procured  them;  whereby  the 
Indians  "were  sent  away  satisfied" — 

On  all  occasions  he  has  aided  the  Troops  of  Virginia,  but  has  never 
received  anything  but  depreciated  currency,  or  Bills  of  Exchange, 
which  he  lent  to  Col:  Montgomery  for  recruiting  purposes  taking  Bills 
on  the  Treasury  of  Va:  in  return.  Has  never  received  any  pay  during 
the  time  he  was  in  active  Service. — 

Upon  the  evacuation  of  "the  Illinois",  having  advanced  all  the  prop- 
erty he  had,  belonging  to  his  brother,  by  consent  of  Capt:  John  Rogers, 
the  then  Commanding  Officer,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  Country — 
Went  down  the  Mississippi  to  N.  Orleans,  and  on  the  passage  to  Virginia 
via  Havanna  was  captured  by  the  Enemy  and  carried  to  JST.  York ;  hav- 
ing been  obliged,  for  want  of  funds,  to  appeal  to  the  Spanish  Comdt., 
who  only  advanced  him  Kis  passage  to  Havanna. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  prays  they  will  take  into  consideration 
the  premises,  and  save  himself  and  brother  from  ruin,  by  prevailing  upon 
the  State  of  Virginia  to  pay  the  two  Bills,  for  6484f  Dollars,  and  1590 
Dolls:  specie,  i-espectively,  drawn  by  Colo.  Montgomery — 
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1781.       Major  Thos:  Posey  to  Col:  Davies — ,  by  Lieut:  Stokly,  to  whom  he 
Decem'rSOth      requests  the  Warrants  establishing  Maj:  Finley's  and  his  own  rank, 
may  be  delivered. 

Cumberland  Hopes  the  Assembly  has  considered  the  wants  of  the  Va.  Line — Many 
■  necessaries  needed  before  his  Detachment  can  mai'ch — Clothing  for  the 
men  and  money  for  the  Ofl&cers — He  hears  there  is  to  be  a  "new  arrange- 
ment" of  the  army,  upon  what  basis  he  has  not  learned — Asks  if  it  be 
true?  .A  Board  of  Reorganization  had  once  been  ordered  by  authority 
to  fix  the  rank  of  the  Va.  Line:  it  acted  and  has  become  legal — Genl: 
Green  has  a  copy  of  that  "Arrangement",  and  if  there  has  been  any 
neglect  in  the  matter,  it  has  been  "in  not  sending  of  it  to  Congress  or 
the  Board  of  War." 


Decem'r  31st  Petition  of  John  Chapman,  Prince  Wm.  Co:  James  Robinson  Do.  and 
Reuben  Griffis  of  Mecklenburg  Co.  to  the  Executive  for  Pardon;  they 
being  condemned  to  death,  by  hanging:  for  burglary  and  horse-stealing. 


Decem'r  31st  PeTERPIELD   TrENT   TO   MaJOR   ClAIBORNE. 

"Weir  Hall  In  the  spring  of  1780  Congress  ordered  that  part  of  the  Continental 
Troops  should  be  stationed  at  Chesterfield  Court  House.  Barracks  were 
built  there  for  them:  about  one  hundred  houses — the  timber  for  which, 
and  the  fire-wood  subsequently  consumed  was  cut  off  his  lands — his 
plank  and  scantling  and  fences  were  also  burned  by  the  Troops — He 
lent  Smiths'  Tools  also  to  the  Q.  Master,  but  have  never  been  returned. 
Col:  Davies,  who  commanded  at  this  Post  at  one  time,  and  Capts:  Tar- 
pley.  White  and  John  Burford  the  Quarter  Master,  can  doubtless  certify 
to  the  above  facts — He  therefore  trusts  his  charge  against  the  United 
States  will  be  duly  considered. 


Decem'r  31st  Wm.   RoSE,   KeEPER  OF   THE    PuBLIC   JaIL,   TO   THE    GOVERNOR,   COVeriuff 

Richmond  Several  enclosures  and  a  "  Paper  containing  some  Information  respect- 
ing a  desperate  Gang  of  Plunderers  who  have  long  infested  the  Caro- 
linas"— written  by  a  young  man,  a  prisoner,  named  Jackson,  who 
seems  very  penitent,  and  gives  this  statement  "as  the  only  reparation 
in  his  present  situation  is  capable  of  rendering  his  injured  Country." 

He  is  anxious  to  appear  before  the  Council,  to  say  something  for  him- 
self, for  having  been  guilty  of  one  "mistake  of  Judgment"  in  forsaking 
his  country,  because  he  was  accused  of  "cowardice  at  the  Battle  of 
Steno" — The  information  he  gives  is  as  follows, 
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"To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Hon'ble  Council"  1781. 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  Honors  Decem'r  31st 

"The  Banditti  who  stiled 
themselves  a  Company  of  North  Carolina  Independents,  composed  of 
Horse  Theives,  Counterfeeters  of  Money  and  Persons  guilty  of  other  high 
Crimes  and  Misdemeaners,  chiefly  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  followers 
of  Lord  Cornwallis,  were  in  the  Garrison  of  Gloucester  at  the  Time  of 
the  surrender  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  though 
expressly  excluded  the  Benefits  of  the  Capitulation ;  yet  they  found 
means  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Army  and  the  civil  Powers,  by  mix- 
ing with  the  British  Prisoners,  disguised  in  the  uniforms  of  Robinsons 
&  Hamilton's  Regiments,  and  actually  'marchVl  out  with  the  Regiments 
to  the  Stations  of  Winchester  and  Predericktown.  The  uniforms  were 
furnished  by  the  Quarter  Masters  of  the  Regiments  to  as  many  as  ask'd 
for  them,  the  better  to  facilitate  their  Escape.  That  these  men  never 
bore  any  Commissions  in  the  British  Army  or  ever  rec'd  any  Pay,  but 
lived  by  plundering  is  universally  known,  except  Branson  and  Jones: 
the  former  of  whom  obtained  a  Captaincy  by  some  undue  influence 
while  the  Terms  of  Capitulation  were  framing,  and  in  order  to  exculpate 
him  from  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes,  it  was  dated  prior  to  the 
surrender.  During  the  Seige,  Branson  and  Jones,  in  an  importunate 
address  to  Major  Ross,  one  of  his  Lordship's  Aids,  petitioned  for  their 
Pay.  the  Major  told  them  their  prayer  could  not  be  granted,  but  if  they 
would  frame  an  account  against  his  Lordship  for  some  subsistence  money 
he  would  assist  them,  and  soon  after  gave  Branson  40  Guineas,  and 
Jones  eight  Guineas,  which  was  all  they  ever  received,  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge.  That  Saml:  Jones  and  his  Party  accompanied  Colonel 
Tarleton  in  his  excursion  to  the  mountains  and  were  the  People  who 
plundered  Mr.  Jefferson's  House,  and  all  others  in  the  Line  of  march. 
That  an  exceeding  beautiful  Bay  Horse,  which  Tarleton  delivered  his 
Groom  in  Gloster  Town,  is  the  lawful  property  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wade 
on  Pedee  in  North  Carolina — He  is  abt.  16  hands  high,  has  a  star  or 
small  blaze  in  his  forehead,  about  6  or  7  yrs:  of  age  and  worth  at  least 
200  guineas.  That  these  People  were  the  actual  and  almost  the  only 
Plunderers  of  the  Carolinas  and  this  State,  is  too  notorious  to  be  doubted. 
They  perpetrated  their  Robberies  in  Regimentals,  each  chief  or  Head 
man  had  his  party,  who  always  took  different  Routs,  and  generally 
returned  at  night  to  their  Station,  or  Encampment,  which  was  always 
detached  a  small  distance  from  the  soldiery,  where  they  examined  their 
plunder  and  disposed  of  it  at  vendue:  but  this  business  was  never 
attempted  until  the  General  had  performed  his  nightly  circuit  round  the 
Camp,  when  the  vendeus  began,  and  continued  an  hour,  and  sometimes 
longer.  At  these  vendeus  I  have  now  and  then  seen  a  few  Oflcers  of 
Distinction,  whose  curiosity  led  them  to  view  the  Plunder  and  the  Plun- 
derers, but  they  seldom  bought  anything.     The  inferior  Officers  of  the 
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1781.  Army,  Soldiers,  Followers  and  adjacent  Tories  were  the  principal  Pur- 
Deoem'r  31st  chasers.  Prom  my  situation  in  Camp,  being  chiefly  with  the  Merchants, 
the  names  and  Persons  of  most  of  the  Banditti  became  familiar  to  my 
view,  and  from  the  frequent  walks,  which  I  afterwards  made  to  their 
Encampments  in  the  Evening,  sometimes  with  one  Officer,  and  sometimes 
with  another,  I  had  oeeular  proofs  of  their  plundering.  And  should  it 
be  thought  expedient  to  apprehend  them,  I  will  chearfully  lend  my  best 
assistance.  I  cannot  however  quit  this  narrative,  without  informing 
your  Excellency  and  Honors,  that  a  plan  was  concocted  and  determined 
upon  by  the  Cheifs,  and  agreed  to  by  their  Parties,  prior  to  their  leaving 
Gloater  Town  to  throw  of  their  Disguise,  whenever  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity presented,  and  escape  as  they  could  from  the  stations  to  which 
they  were  sent,  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  rendezvous 
appointed  for  them  in  the  Jerseys — viz  Squan  and  Shrewsbury,  where 
Whale  Boats  were  to  be  sent  to  convey  them  to  New  York.  I  hope  this 
warning  will  be  timely  and  sufficient  to  prevent  their  escaping  by  that 
Eoute.  Some  valuable  Property,  Plate  &c  may  probably  yet  be  found 
in  their  possession." 

JSFavies." 

Ely  Branson — Commandant 

Samuel  Jones     i 

James  Hunter         tr     ,      v  -n    ^^ 
^  „,  >  Heads  of  Parties 

James  Blair 

Jerman  Baxter '' 

IS'umber  of  the  Gang,  about  100.     Mausey,  Maxsey,  or  Mack- 

sey,  a  Captain  of  a  Select  Plundering  Party  at  Portsmouth — He  is  a 
native  of  So:  Carolina,  and  in  a  skirmish  in  that  Country,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  cutting  a  piece  of  his  Ear  off,  with  my  sword — 

A  noted  Williams  from  North  Cai'olina,  a  Capt :  of  a  Cow 

Stealing  party  of  about  20  in  number — These  also  escaped  with  the 
British  Prisoners,  in  Eobinsons  &  Hamilton's  military  masquerade — If 
these  People  were  immediately  apprehended,  and  a  list  of  their  names 
published  in  the  Virginia  and  Carolina  Papers  (unless  it  be  conceived 
more  eligible  to  march  them  there  under  a  strong  guard)  the  injured 
inhabitants  would  apply  for  vengeance,  and  produce  ample  Testimony 
against  them  for  reiterated  offences." 

Mr.  Eose  further  says,  that  soon  after  the  Fall  of  York  some  "armed 
men  from  Carolina"  came  and  enquired  whether  he  had  in  custody  any 
Eefugees  from  that  State;  and  upon  enquiry  after  the  "Cheifs,"  found 
they  had  made  their  escape  in  the  "Bonetta"  Sloop  of  War,  to  New 
York,  and  "their  Gangs  had  managed  matters  so  well  as  to  go  off  Undis- 
covered with  the  capt'red  army  disguised  as  Soldiers."  The  evidence 
given  by  this  young  man  Jackson,  therefore  confirms  his  conclusions 
made  at  that  time. 
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Col:  Isaac  Shelby  to  Col:  Aethtik  Campbell.  1781. 

"Dear  Col.,  Decern 'r  31st 

The  Bearer  Col:  Montgomery,  just  about  starting  from  here,  My  Father's, 
on  my  receiving  some  Intelligence  from  Col :  Martin,  gives  me  a  hasty  Sullivan  Co. 
oppy:  of  riting  you  a  few  lines  on  that  head.     I  have  sent  you  Col: 
Martin's  letter  &  a  copy  of  Vanns  to  him,  by  which   you'l  see  the 
impending  Stroke   that   Threatens   from   that   quarter,      a  talk  from 
Oconastota  &  several  other  chiefs  that  came  also."  .    *  * 

"The  substance  of  the  whole  is,  they  wish  us  immediately  to  make  a 
Stroke  at  the  Chickamoggy  People;  that  the  upper  Towns  consider 
themselves  in  imminent  Danger  unless  wee  do  something  shortly.  That 
great  assistance  is  promised  to  the  Chiekomoggy  People  by  the  Creeks 
&  that  now  would  be  the  time  for  us  to  strike,  before  they  collect.  The 
Old  Warrior  complained  a  little  of  Brown's  Affair  over  broad  River, 
the  fellows  that  were  killed  were  frome  the  Middle  Settlements,  one 
principle  cheif  &  4  fellows,  tho'  says  that  it  shall  have  no  111  conse- 
buences  to  his  People  nor  those  of  the  Middle  Settlements — " 

I  should  be  glad  to  here  your  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  carrying  on 
an  expedition  ag'st  them — for  my  part  I  think  the  number  Martin  men- 
tions too  few  &  1  think  could  not  go  of  so  suddenly,  however  we  can  easily 
raise  men  enough  to  do  their  job  and  go  before  they  can  expect  us. 

excuse  haste 

I  am  Sir,  yours  sincerely. 

Martin's  Letter  enclosed. 

Battleground  ye  29th  Dem'r  1781. 
"Dear  Colo., 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  Intiligenee  from  the  Cherokee 
Nation.  Could  it  be  Done  with  Convenience,  it  would  be  well  Done, 
for  you  to  March  Immediately  against  Scott.  I  think  one  hundred 
men  well  mounted  would  Do  the  Business.  I  should  think  myself 
happy  to  be  one  of  the  Number,  a  Sudden  Check  on  that  quarter,  I 
think  would  put  a  stop  to  all  Depredations  this  Winter,  having  no 
Interpreter  Cannot  send  you  anj'  further  Acts,  please  to  Coppy  the 
Intiligenee  &  Send  Back  the  Talks,  as  I  want  to  send  them  to  Colo. 
Sevier — ^please  to  send  Colo.  Campbell  a  Copy  assoon  as  possible." 
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1781.       Dudley  Diqges  to  Gov:  Harrison,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  Mary 
Decera'r  31st  Harris  of  Gloucester  for  damages  done  by  the  French  Troops. 

King's  Mill  The  Count  de  Eochambeau  thinks  her  application  should  have  been 
made  to  the  French  Genl:  who  commanded  in  Gloucester  or  to  Genl: 
Weedon.  He  Gowever  will  make  enquiry  into  the  case,  and  altho'  the 
rule  is  that  each  particular  Corps  shall  pay  for  its  own  dam-ages  done, 
if  the  case  is  a  .meritorious  one,  he  "will  grant  her  some  satisfaction  by 
way  of  a  present". 

He  has  just  begun  the  "difficult  business  of  examining  the  claims  of 
Persons,"  where  no  certificates  were  given  by  the  combined  armies. 
This  is  indeed  a  difficult  undertaking  and  he  begs  the  Executive  will  at 
once  direct  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  advertize  in  the  Gazette,  requir- 
ing all  persons  to  present  their  claims  within  a  limited  time  to  himself 
as  appointed  by  the  Executive  for  this  business,  or  to  "Mons:  Deville- 
mansy,  Commissary  of  War  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  Army  at 
Williamsburg,"  who  is  appointed  by  Count  Eochambeau. 

Not  having  received  any  definite  Instructions  upon  what  basis  to  settle 
these  claims,  he  desires  directions,  as  to  whether  he  is  to  grant  certifi- 
cates to  persons  proving  their  claims,  and  whether  the  amount  of 
"damages  in  kind"  are  to  be  registered  in  a  Book,  "to  be  delivered  by 
me  to  the  Executive  after  all  claims  have  been  re'd?" — "Whether  this 
rule  must  not  be  observed  generally  with  respect  to  all  persons  who  are 
to  receive  satisfaction  from  the  state  only,  and  the  French  army  charged 
by  this  state  with  the  amount  of  the  proportion  that  may  be  found  to 
be  properly  and  justly  chargeable  to  it  ?"     He  begs  an  early  reply. 


Decem'r  31st  Soldiers  acct.  of  clothing  &c — shewing  price  of  Coats  £2.12.s — Leather 
Breeches  £1.  4  shillings — Overalls  18  shillings — one  pr:  stockings  12 
shills:  "One  Hatt  &  2  shirts  £3.  4  shili:— one  pair  shoes  and  a  blankett 
£2.14.  &c. 


Decem'r  31st  CoL:  Christ:  Febiger  to  Col:  Wm.  Davies. 

Dr.  Colo., 

****** 

Cumberland  "Pray  let  US  have  the  Blanketts,  Be  they  ever  so  bad — The  overalls 
issued  to  the  men  are  wearing  out  very  fast,  as  the  poor  Devils,  for  want 
of  Blanketts  or  a  second  Shirt,  are  oblig'd  to  have  them  constantly  on— 
Col:  Carrington  told  me  when  he  was  here,  that  the  stores  sent  to  the 
Southern  Army  were  not  adequate  to  their  Demands."  *         *         * 

1  must  confess  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  sup- 
plies of  cloathing  or  any  thing  else  has  been  obtained  in  the  State— I 
always  suppos'd  Capt:  Peyton  to  be  Continental  Clothier  to  the  Troops 
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of  the  State.  I  know  he  has  many  valuable  Continental  Soldiers  for  the  1781. 
war,  now  at  work  in  the  Factories,  which  is  the  case  in  several  places  Deeem'r  31st 
as  I  am  informed.  I  have  wrote  Capt:  Singleton  and  Colo.  Carrington 
for  military  stores.  I  have  also  wrote  Major  Clayborne,  &  Lieut:  Smith, 
my  Q.  M'r,  goes  down  with  orders  to  procure  what  he  can — Doctor 
Farish,  Surgeon's  Mate  to  Harrison's  Artillery,  is  also  going  down  to 
procure  some  medicines  and  Hospital  stores  from  the  Purveyor,  if  you 
can  be  of  any  Service  to  him,  you  will  confer  a  singular  Favour  on  56 
miserable,  sick  naked  &  starving  wretches.  I  wish  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  our  supplies  regularly  from  the  Continental  Department,  it  would 
save  me  much  Trouble,  this  is  the  last  sheet  of  8  quires  of  paper  within 
four  weeks,  that  I  have  wrote  to  the  different  Departments,  to  no  pur- 
pose, as  for  the  Paymaster  Colo.  Ben  Harrison,  I  am  very  certain  that 
unless  the  money  is  deliver'd  him  by  the  State,  all  applications  to  him 
are  useless — the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland  have 
issued  money  and  cloaths  to  Eegimental  Paymasters  and  taken  their 
Eeceipts  as  sufficient  vouchers  to  make  it  a  Continental  charge,  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  appointed  a  Committee  from  their  house  of 
Assembly  to  settle  with  and  pay  off  their  discharg'd  soldiers — "      *      * 

"I  think  you  wrote  me  some  time  about  the  17th  of  last  month,  that 
there  was  a  probability  of  some  spirit,  and  other  necessarys  to  be  pro- 
eur'd.  I  have  directed  Lieut:  Smith  to  apply  to  the  Continental  Com- 
missary, who  1  suppose  will  apply  to  you.  I  have  seen  your  memorial* 
to  the  house,  and  am  much  pleas'd  with  it  &  hope  the  best  effects  from 
it — I  have  not  yett  seen  General  Scott,  consequently  I  know  not  what 
is  done. 

*  *  =''     "  If  you  will  permitt  it  I  have  requested  Mr.  Stockly 

to  take  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  Committee  on  our  Busi- 
ness, as  it  would  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  officers  to  see  it — wishing 
you  present  better  health,  with  Mrs.  Febiger's  best  compliments  &c, 
I  am 

Dr.  Colo'l 

very  sincerely  yours. 


Memorial  of  Wm.  Holt  to  the  Executive,  praying  for  relief,  in  that   James  City 
he  has  "  Merchant  Mills  in  the  Counties  of  James  City  and  New  Kent,         ^°- 
capable  of  manufacturing  seventy  five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
yearly",  but  is  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  those  Mills  for  want  of  an 
"Inspection  of  Flour"  more  convenient  than  that  established  by  Law 
at  Cabin  Point — 

The  inconvenience  and  expence  of  sending  grain,  and  transporting 
the  flour  being  more  than  he  can  bear. 

*  Elsewhere  recorded. 

8e 
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1781.       To  his  Excellency  Thos:  Nelson  Esqr.  Governor  &c  and  the  Hon'ble 
Council  of  Virginia — 

Hampshire       The  petition  of  John  Claypole,  Thos:  Denton,  David  Eoberts  Jnn'r 
^°'         Mathias  Wilkins,  and  George  Wilkins,  Inhabitants  of  Cacapon  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire 

Humbly  Sheweth 
That  your  petitioners  living  in  an  obscure  and  remote  corner  of  the 
State,  are  precluded  from  every  Intelligence  of  the  State  of  affairs, 
either  by  Public  Papers  or  from  Information  of  Men  of  Credit  and 
Veracity,  and  at  the  same  time  infested  by  the  wicked  Emmissaries  or 
pretended  Emmissaries  of  the  Bi-itish  who  travel  through  all  parts  of 
the  Frontiers,  and  by  Misrepresentations  and  false  news  poisoned  the 
Minds  of  the  Ignorant  and  credulous  Settlers:  That  your  petitioners, 
from  narrow  and  confin'd  notions,  &  Attached  too  strongly  to  their 
Interests,  conceived  the  Act  for  laying  the  enormous  Tax  of  Eighty 
Two  Pounds  paper  Money  on  every  hundred  pounds  of  their  property, 
rated  in  Specie,  and  a  Bounty  for  the  recruits  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  the  Law  subjecting  them,  at  the  same  time  to  be  draughted  for  the 
said  Service,  and  the  further  Act  for  Cloathing  the  Army,  as  unjust  and 
oppressive  after  paying  such  a  high  tax  on  their  Assessed  property,  and 
those  wicked  and  designing  men  by  their  artfdll  insinuations  &  false 
Intelligences  industriously  propagated  to  delude  &  seduce  your  petition- 
ers, too  readily  prevailed  on  them  to  oppose  the  Execution  of  the  said 
Acts,  and  take  up  Arms  in  defence  of  what  those  wretches  called  their 
Liberty  and  property.  But  your  Petitioners  Humbly  shew  that  they 
never  concocted  or  conspired  the  destruction  of  Government,  or  the 
hurt  of  any  Individuals,  further  than  to  defend  themselves  when 
attacked  or  compelled  to  yield  obedience  to  those  Laws.  And  when 
your  petitioners  were  made  sensible  of  their  Error,  by  the  Gentlemen 
from  the  Adjacent  Counties,  who  marched  a  body  of  men  sufficient  to 
have  put  all  the  disobedient  &  deluded  crew  to  the  Sword,  but  from 
motives  of  humanity  &  prudence  attempted  the  more  mild  method  of 
Argument  to  dispel  the  delusion,  and  bring  them  back  to  their  duty, 
your  Petitioners,  ready  to  receive  information,  and  open  to  correction, 
readily  gave  up  their  Arms  and  engaged  to  deliver  themselves  to  Justice 
and  submit  to  the  Laws  of  their  Country  when  called  for;  which  they 
have  since  done  and  stood  their  Trials  in  the  County  Court  of  Hamp- 
shire, and  were  by  that  Court  adjudged  to  stand  a  further  Tryal  before 
[  a  Special  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  appointed  to  meet  at  that  Court 
House  on  the  Tenth  Day  of  July  last,  but  the  Gentlemen  nominated  as 
Judges  by  the  Hon'ble  Board  failing  to  attend,  the  prosecution  was 
postponed.  And  your  petitioners  were  then  Informed  by  a  Proclama- 
tion under  the  hand  of  the  County  Lieutenant,  that  the  Executive,  ever 
prone  to  adopt  the  most  lenient  measures  to  penitent  offenders,  offered 
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pardon  and  Indemnity  to  all  those  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection,  if  1781. 
they  would  return  to  their  duty,  and  behave  as  good  Citizens  in  future. 
And  your  petitioners  impressed  with  a  deep  Sense  of  the  gracious  Inten- 
tions of  3rour  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Board,  towards  the  Ignorant 
and  deluded,  were  encouraged  to  sue  for  pardon ;  &  that  the  same  Act 
of  grace  might  be  extended  towards  them,  since  they  humbly  conceive 
their  Conduct  has  been  more  Consonant  to  the  Duty  of  good  Citizens, 
who  conscious  that  they  have  Transgress'd  against  the  Laws  of  their 
Country,  readily  delivered  themselves  to  Justice  and  to  Tryal  by  their 
Peers,  to  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes,  tho'  committed  thro' 
Ignorance  and  misguided  zeal;  Whereas  those  who  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  said  Proclamation,  tho'  equally  guilty,  did  not  come  in 
until  their  safety  was  insured  to  them  by  the  promise  of  pardon. 

"Wherefore,  your  Petitioners  humbly  hope,  from  the  known  Clemency 
of  your  Excellency,  and  that  Equianimity  that  governs  the  Councils  of 
the  Hon'ble  Board,  that  they  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  pardon  their 
past  offences,  and  include  them  in  the  Act  of  Indemnity  so  mercifully 
held  out  to  offenders  under  the  like  circumstances,  and  they  engage,  on 
the  Faith  of  honest  Citizens  to  Act  a  true  and  faithful  part  to  the  State 
in  future,  if  they  are  released  from  further  prosecution,  and  restored  to 
the  privileges  of  other  Citizens:  which  your  petitioner  John  Claypole 
is  more  encouraged  to  expect,  from  a  letter  of  Grenl:  morgan's  to  your 
said  Petitioner,  wherein  he  promises  to  procure  his  pardon,  on  his 
returning  to  his  Allegiance  and  becoming  a  Good  Citizen;  this  he  hum- 
bly conceives  his  behavior  has  done  since  he  was  convinced  of  his  Error, 
and  freed  from  those  mistaken  prejudices  that  seduced  him  from  his 
duty — "Wherefore,  in  deep  Contrition  for  their  past  misconduct  and  sin- 
cere promise  of  conducting  themselves  as  good  citizens  for  the  time  to 
come,  they  humbly  pray  for  Pardon,  and  that  the  Hon'ble  Board  will 
save  their  innocent  wives  and  children  from  ruin  and  misery,  which  they 
must  necessarily  be  involved  in,  for  the  crimes  of  their  deluded  Hus- 
bands and  Parents, 

And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray  &c." 


Petition  or  Citizens  to  the  Executive  for  the  pardon  of  John  Clay-   Hampshiio 
pole,  on  account  of  his  previous  good  standing  as  an  "  Honest  Peacable         ^°- 
well  meaning  man." 

Numerously  signed,  the  following  names  appearing  among  the  signa- 
tures— Vandeventer,  Euddell,  Hutton,  Bullett,  Bird,  Hite,  Van  Meter, 
Eandall,  Yause,  Lynch,  Ashby,  Harris,  Shanklin,  and  many  others. 
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1781.  Petition  of  sundry  persons,  accused  of  "disaffection  to  the  State"  and 

confined  in  the  Public  Jail,  praying  for  speedy  trial,  feeling  convinced 
they  can  prove  their  innocence  &c— viz  Thos :  Holt,  John  Eagles,  Thos. 
Thomas,  John  Logan,  Silas  Doggett,  Thos:  Eipley,  Jos:  Shoemaker, 
Edwd.  Murphy,  Littleton  "Ward,  Newton  Connely,  John  Weans,  Edmund 
Windo,  James  Hughes,  John  Eoyall,  Wm.  Piner,  Saml:  Billey,  Alex: 
Montgomery,  Jno:  Jaram,  Jas:  Davis,  Thos.  Hughes,  Thos:  "Watson, 
Francis  Jaram,  John  Hughes,  and  Jacob  "Williams. 


Amelia  Co.  "To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Nelson  Jun'r  Governor,  and  the  Honour- 
able Council  of  the  State  of  Virginia — 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Amelia, 
Humbly  sheweth,  that  in  a  late  excurtion  of  one  of  the  British  Legions 
through  this  County,  many  of  your  petitioners  were  Plundered  and 
robbed  of  their  Slaves,  Horses,  Cloaths  and  other  valuable  Effects :  that 
these  outrages  were  cheifly  perpetrated  by  small  detachments  of  the 
Enemy,  who  frequently  ventured  out,  three  or  four  miles  from  the  main 
Body,  armed  only  with  swords  and  Pistols ;  many  of  these  Parties  your 
Petitioners  think,  might  easily  have  been  cut  off,  had  they  been  suffi- 
ciently provided  with  arms — That  the  few  Guns,  Powder  and  lead, 
which  remained  in  private  Families  last  spring,  were  seized  and  taken 
from  them  for  the  use  of  the  militia  ordered  to  the  assistance  of  Genl: 
Green.  So  that  your  Petitioners  were  in  the  most  defenceless  condition 
imaginable  when  the  British  Legion  invaded  their  County;  that  this 
Legion  did  not  consist  of  more  than  three  Hundred  Effective  men,  and 
the  detached  Parties  were  often  made  up  of  two  or  three  Negroes  and 
one  Soldier  only,  arm'd  as  above  mentioned :  such  were  our  Eavagers — 
and  by  such,  for  want  of  arms,  we  had,  many  of  us,  the  mortification  to 
see  our  most  valuable  effects  distroyed  or  torn  from  us.  Had  your  Peti- 
tioners been  properly  armed,  they  think  that  the  Injuries  they  suffered 
might,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  have  been  prevented,  and 
the  greater  Part  of  the  Public  stores  in  this  County  secured — 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  Pray,  that  the  militia  of  this  County  may 
be  furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition,  so  as  to  enable  them,  at  least 
to  repel  the  future  attempts  of  any  single  Legion  and  to  secure  their 
Property  against  any  ravaging  Parties  of  the  Enemy,  and  your  Peti- 
tioners shall  ever  Pray  &c  &c." 

Signed  by  several  hundred  citizens,  among  whom  appear  the  names  of 
Anderson,  Osborne,  Parham,  Ilastins,  Jones,  Dison,  Featherstone, 
McDearman,  Thornton,  Mann,  Cabaniss,  Farley,  Bruce,  Dudlej-,  Waller, 
Harrison,  Wilkinson,  Winn,  Ellis,  Pace,  Hoskins,  Epes,  Eic'd  Kennon 
Cralle,  Irby,  Eobertson,  Booth,  Neal,  Yaughan,  Howlitt,  Perkinson, 
Munford,  Townes,  Woodson,  Crowder,  Bggleston,  Tuckei-,  Marshall,  Pol- 
lard, Coleman,  Deaton,  Harris,  Clement,  Jeter,  Sherwin,  Eoyal,  Hundley, 
Booker,  Bailey,  Ford,  Lewis,  Old,  Winfrey,  Nunnally,  Cox,  Chappie, 
Eandolph,  Stainback,  Crenshaw,  &c  &c. 
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Two  "Charts  of  Cyphers"  for  secret  correspondence;  furnished  by       1781. 
Congress — One  based  upon  an  arbitrary  arrangement  of  numerals  to 
represent  words,  and  syllables — the  other  upon  the  consecutive  sequence 
of  numerals  from  1  to  846,  inclusive,  each  representing  a  word,  a  sylla- 
ble or  certain  signs;  as  marks  of  quotation,  parentheses  &c. 


"I,  A.  B.  Do  declare  myself  a  Subject  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia. I  relinquish  and  renounce  the  Character  of  Citizen  or  Subject  of 
any  other  State  or  Prince  whatsoever,  and  abjure  all  allegiance  which 
may  be  claimed  by  them  or  any  of  them.  And  I  do  Swear  to  be  faithful 
and  true  to  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  so  long  as  I  continue 
a  Citizen  thereof — So  help  me  God." 


You  shall  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  execute  the  office  of  a 
Delegate  in  General  Assembly,  according  to  the  best  of  your  skill  and 
judgment,  So  help  you  God. 

"Members  Sworn  of  House  of  Delegates" — J.  Prentis,  Henry  Field 
jnr:,  John  Watkins,  Wm.  Moore,  Johnny  Scott. 

Sworn  of  the  Senate — W.  Fitzhugh. 


"A  Plan*  of  the  different  departments,  necessary  in  the  State, 
BY  Colo.  Meriwether  Smith." 

General  Assembly,  Governor  &  Council,  Superintendent  of  Finance, 
Treasurer,  Paymaster  to  the  War  Department,  Commissioner  of  War, 
Commissary  of  Provisions,  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  Quarter 
Master  General,  Auditor  for  War  Office,  Secretary  of  Marine,  Treasurer 
of  Marine,  Master  of  Yards  &  Docks,  Naval  Commissary  of  Provisions, 
Commissary  of  Naval  Stores,  Auditors  for  Navy,  Eeceiver  General  on 
the  revenues — ,  Auditors  General — .  Their  relative  importance  in  the 
arrangement,  being  illustrated  by  means  of  "a  Chart,"  showing  the 
Genl:  Assembly  as  the  source  of,  and  the  other  departments  aa  relatively 
dependent,  in  the  order  herein  named. 

*  A  curious  and  novel  idea. 


g86  CALENDAR  OF  STATE  PAPERS. 


1781.       "Petition  of  Jacob  Beake  and  others,"  for  pardon  for  having  through 

Hampshire       ignorance,  and  the  persuasion  of  others,  joined  in  the  late  "  Conspiracy 

^°-  against  the  State  the  object  of  which  was  to  refuse  payment  of  Taxes, 

and  to  oppose  the  Act  of  Oct:  1780  for  raising  Troops  for  the  Service"— 

Setting  forth  the  same  reasons  given  in  John  Claypole's  application, 
why  they  should  enjoy  Executive  clemency,  and  adding,  that  they 
"have  been  instrumental  in  detecting  and  bringing  in  some  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Conspirators  to  Justice  &c"— .  Signed  by— Jacob  Brake,  Adam 
Eodebaugh,  John  Mace,  Michael  Algrie,  Isaac  Brake,  John  Mitchell, 
Saml:  Lourie,  Leonard  Hier,  Jacob  Hier,  George  Peck,  John  Casner, 
Jacob  Yeazle,  Thos:  Nutler,  Thos:  Stacey,  John  Eodebaugh,  Henry 
Eodebaugh,  Jacob  House,  Jeremiah  Ozburn,  Jacob  Crites,  Anthony 
Eeager,  Josiah  Ozburn,  George  Lites,  Charles  Borrer,  Jacob  Pickle, 
John  Wease,  Adam  Wease,  &  Adam  Wease  Jur: — 


Benj :  Payne,  a  Mulatto,  Servant  to  Prank  Childress,  required  by  his 
Master  to  serve  in  the  Army  as  a  Substitute  for  John  Childress  brother 
to  Prank  Childress, — He  was  to  repair  to  Cumberland  Old  Ct :  House 
and  "clear  him  (Childress)  from  the  Service" — :  should  then  desert  and 
return  to  Frank  Childress,  where  he  should  be  protected  until  John 
Childress  should  go  to  New  Eiver — In  consequence  of  this  Paj'ne 
deserted  and  returned  to  Frank  Childress,  where  he  was  arrested  by  a 
guard  sent  in  pursuit  of  him. 


"Plan*  of  Arrangement  foe  the  Quarter  Master's  Department,  pro- 
posed BT  Capt  :  Young. 

Ist  That  there  be  one  Q.  M.  Genl :  and  one  Assistant  Q.  M.  Genl : 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 

2d  That  the  Quarter  Master  Genl:  appoint  as  many  deputy  Clerks  as 
the  service  may  necessarily  require,  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council. 

3d  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  to  reside  near 
the  Governor  and  Council,  to  receive  such  orders  in  his  department,  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  issue,  and  give  the  necessary  directions  for 
the  speedy  execution  of  the  same.  That  he  take  under  his  immediate 
direction  the  whole  of  the  forage  that  may  be  collected  within  the  State 
and  after  reserving  as  much  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the  exigencies  of 

*  The  exact  date  of  this  "  Plan  "  does  not  appear,  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  tenor 
and  substance  of  the  official  correspondence  and  other  documents  herein  recorded, 
that  its  provisions  were  in  full  force,  chiefly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war :  hence  it 
may  have  been  adopted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1781. 
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the  State  &  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  shall  deliver  the  remainder  to  1781. 
the  Commercial  Agent  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public — 
That  he  cause  proper  returns  of  all  persons  employ'd  by  him,  and  of  all 
stores  belonging  to  his  department  to  be  made  to  the  War  Oflfice,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Governor  &  Council  for  their  satisfaction,  once  in  every 
three  months.  That  the  first  returns  be  made  the  first  day  of  October 
next.  That  his  accts.  of  disbursements  be  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Auditors  for  settlement  once  in  every  three  months,  the  first  settlement 
to  be  made  the  first  day  of  next — 

4th  That  the  duty  of  the  Assistant  Quarter  Master  Genl:  be,  to  reside 
with  the  Quarter  M.  Genl :.  To  frame  plans  for  keeping  accounts,  and 
accommodate  them  in  the  best  manner  possible  for  preserving  regularity, 
and  after  approv'd  of,  by  the  Quarter  Master  Genl :  transmit  them  to  the 
several  persons  employ'd  in  the  department,  as  a  rule  for  their  stating 
&  keeping  their  accounts. 

That  he  keep  an  exact  list  of  all  persons  employ'd  in  the  department, 
specifying  the  time  of  their  entering  into  service,  the  term  engag'd  for 
&  their  pay  pr :  month — 

That  he  call  on  the  deputy  Quarter  Masters,  Forage  Masters,  Waggon 
Masters,  and  all  other  persons  employed  in  the  department  for  their 
returns  &  accounts  quarterly,  &  prepare  the  same  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Q.  M.  Genl :,  and  after  approv'd  by  him,  shall  lay  the  returns  before 
the  Executive  for  their  satisfaction  &  present  the  accts.  to  the  Board  of 
Auditors  for  settlement — 

5th  That  there  be  one  or  more  forage  masters,  as  the  service  may 
require,  appointed  by  the  Quarter  Master  Genl:  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
procure  forage  from  the  Magazines,  (if  to  be  had)  or  otherwise,  by  order 
of  the  Q.  M.  Genl :,  shall  purchase  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  &  Issue 
the  same  for  the  Horses  belonging  to  the  Public  &  person^  who  are  enti- 
tled to  forage,  in  such  proportion  as  hereafter  mentioned.  That  he  be 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Quarter  Mast:  Genl:  or  his  deputy, 
at  a  seperate  Post,  and  make  monthly  returns  of  receivals  &  Issues,  pro- 
ducing proper  vouchers  for  the  same. 

6th  That  there  be  one  or  more  waggon-masters  as  the  service  may 
require,  appointed  by  the  Q.  M.  Genl:,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  take 
charge  of  all  Public  Waggons,  teams  &  Geer,  that  may  be  put  under  his 
care,  &  make  proper  returns  thereof  to  the  Q.  M.  Genl:  or  his  deputy, 
at  a  Seperate  Post,  as  often  as  required  agreeable  to  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  Assistant  Q.  M.  Genl:,  and  that  he  be  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Quarter  Master  General — 

7th  That  there  be  one  or  more  hostlers,  as  the  service  may  require, 
employ'd  by  the  Quarter  M.  Genl :  whose  duty  shall  be  to  keep  a  Descrip- 
tive list  of  all  horses  put  under  his  care,  that  he  deliver  no  horses  but 
on  the  Order  of  the  Q.  M.  G — his  assistant  or  Deputy,  and  that  he  make 
returns  of  all  horses  under  his  care  to  the  Q.  M.  Genl's  office,  when 
requir'd — 
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1781.  8th  That  artificers,  armourers,  waggoners,  watermen,  Express  riders 

&c,  may  be  employ'd  by  the  Q.  M.  Genl:  his  assistant  or  deputys,  in  such 
numbers,  for  such  length  of  time  &  on  the  best  possible  terms,  as  the 
service  may  require,  and  shall  be  approv'd  of  by  the  Executive — 

9th  That  a  ration  of  forage,  consist  of  two  Gallons  of  corn  or  three 
gallons  of  oats,  and  (if  to  be  had)  twelve  pounds  of  hay  or  fodder  pr: 
day— 

10.  That  persons  in  public  service  who  are  allow'd  forage  and  do  not 
make  proper  application  for  &  draw  the  same,  shall  not  be  paid  for  defi- 
cieneys.  But  in  case  application  is  made  at  a  proper  post  &  the  Forage 
cannot  be  furnished,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  forage  due  or 
money  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Q.  M.  Genl. 

Fay. 

That  the  paj'  of  the  Q.  M.  Genl:  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars  specie 
pr:  month  in  public  service,  that  he  be  allowed  forage  for  as  many  horses 
as  may  be  necessary  of  his  own  horses  as  he  may  think  proper  to  keep 
not  exceeding  three,  and  three  rations  a  day:  otherwise  that  he  be 
allowed  the  use  of  three  public  horses,  when  necessary — 

That  the  pay  of  the  Assistant  Q.  M.  Genl:  shall  be  seventy  five  dolls: 
pr:  month.  That  he  be  allow'd  one  public  horse  and  two  rations  pro- 
visions, and  one  ration  of  forage  for  his  own  Horse,  if  employ'd  in  the 
public  service — 

That  the  pay  of  a  Deputy  shall  be  sixty  dolls:  pr:  month — that  he  be 
allowed  the  use  of  one  public  horse  and  one  ration  of  provisions  a  day — 

That  the  pay  of  a  Clerk  shall  be  forty  dolls :  p'r  month  &  one  Ration. 

Pay  of  a  forage  Master,  shall  be  forty  doll's  pr:  month,  and  he  be 
allowed  the  use  "of  one  public  horse,  &  one  ration  of  prov:  per  daj'. 

Pay  &  allow:  of  a  Waggon  Master,  be  thirty  five  dolls:  pr:  month, 
the  use  of  one  public  horse  &  one  ration  provisions — 

Pay  of  a  Hostler  shall  be  twenty  dolls  per  month  &  one  ration  a  day. 

That  all  persons  employ'd  in  the  Department,  that  may  be  ordered 
on  business  from  the  post  to  which  they  properly  belong  shall  have 
•  their  reasonable  expences  allow'd  them — 

That  the  Deputy  Q.  Master  at  a  seporate  Post,  be  allow'd  two  clerks, 
one  of  which  shall  do  the  duty  of  Forage  Master  at  that  Post,  and  be 
allowed  the  use  of  a  public  horse — 

Artificers  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  larger  allowance  of  provisions 
than  the  Soldiers  in  the  Army. 

That  the  Q.  M.  Genl :  apply  to  the  Commissary  Genl :  of  Issues,  to 
appoint  Deputy  Commissaries  to  the  different  Posts  he  may  think  fit  to 
establish,  subject  to  the  previous  approbation  of  Government. 

That  the  pay  of  all  persons  employed  in  the  Q.  Masters  Department, 

shall  be  rated  in  specie,  and  payable  in  paper  currency  at  the 

to  be  paid  monthly  by  the  Q.  M.  Genl:  his  Assistant  or  Deputj^s,  on 
proper  pay-rolls  being  presented  by  the  Superintendent  of  each  branch 
of  business  in  the  departpapnt, 
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Heney  Eiddick,  Mioh'l  King,  Kinchen  Godwin,  and  John  Coles,       1781. 
Justices  op  the  Peace,  to  Gov:  Nelson,  recommending  the  pardon  Nansemond 
of  three  negro  slaves,  condemned  by  them  as  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Ter-  °' 

miner,  to  suffer  death,  for  burglary :  on  the  ground  tliat  these  negroes 
were  instigated  to  commit  the  robbery  by  two  white  men,  viz  Henry 
Skinner  the  master  of  one,  and  Joseph  Sketo,  the  receiver  of  most  of 
the  stolen  goods — 

They  had  entered  the  houses  of  Isaac  Lasseter  and  John  Norfleet. 


"By  his  ,  Excellency  Thomas  Nelson  Jnr:  Esquire,  Governor  op 
THE  Commonwealth  op  Virginia — " 

"To  Captain  John  Eandolph  &ca., 

"Whereas  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  Cavalry  will  be  attended  with  Form  of  im- 
the  most  fatal  consequences  to  the  freedom  &  property  of  the  good  people  P^'^ssment 
of  this  Commonwealth  unless  immediately  counteracted,  which  can  only  therefor 
be  done  by  securing  for  the  public  defence,  as  many  proper  horses  as  SJ'^^" ^,''^1' 
will  be  suf5cient  for  the  purposes  of  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
and  preventing  their  incursions:     And  whereas  the  honorable,  the  Major 
Genl:  the  Marquis  la  Fayette  has  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  imme- 
diate attention  to  this  matter,  which  cannot  otherwise  be  effected  in  the 
present  conjuncture,  than   by  way  of  impressment;  I  have  therefore, 
thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  State, 
to  issue  this  my  warrant,  authorizing  and  empowering  you  and  each  of 
you  to  impress  for  the  mounting  of  the  cavalry,  such  a  number  of  horses 
as  may  be  necessary,  not  exceeding  however,  one  hundred  horses  in  the 
total,  to  be  so  impressed  by  you  collectively — 

And  whereas  complaints  of  abuses  have  arisen  from  former  impress- 
ments, to  the  oppression  of  the  people,  and  the  great  displeasure  of 
Government,  I  do  therefore,  hereby  strictly  enjoin  you  to  pay  special 
regard  to  distributive  justice,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  Inhabitants, 
impressing  under  no  pretence  whatever  any  horses  employed  in  remov- 
ing families  or  their  effects :  nor  any  stud-horse  or  broodmare,  unless 
they  shall  be  found  within  the  power  of  the  enemy;  in  which  case  the 
proof  shall  lie  upon  you. 

And  I  do  further  authorize  and  require  you  and  each  of  you  to  cause 
due  appraisement  of  every  impressed  horse  to  be  made  in  specie,  on 
oath  by  two  indifferent  persons,  and  certificates  thereof  delivered  to 
the  owner,  or  his  agent,  specifying  the  purpose  for  which  such  horse 
was  taken.  You  will  also  transmit  an  exact  return  to  the  Auditor's 
OflSce,  of  the  impressments  you  may  make,  expressing  the  owners. name 
and  the  valuation  of  each  horse,  signed  by  you  respectively  and  oflacially. 
87 
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1781.  And  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  every  occasion  of  disquiet  in  the 

minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  I  do  further  hereby 
strictly  enjoin  and  require,  that  you  and  each  of  you,  in  the  execution 
of  this  my  warrant,  use  all  possible  tenderness  towards  the  inhabitants, 
always  taking  care  previous  to  every  impressment,  to  read  or  otherwise 
make  known  to  the  person,  whose  horse  shall  be  impressed,  the  term 
and  contents  of  this  my  warrant,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting,  for 
neglect  thereof,  double  the  value  of  the  horse  so  impressed,  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  an  act  passed  the  last  session  of  Assembly. 

Given  &c  &c." 


Capt:  Leftwich  &  Capt:  Early's  Companies  from  Bedford,  after  six 
weeks  service,  claiming  a  Discharge  at  the  end  of  that  Time,  to  be  dated 
from  the  Time  of  their  marching  from  their  County,  upon  refusal, 
deserted.  The  pretext  for  their  claim  was  a  Promise  from  the  County 
Lieutenant  that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  serve  longer  than  six 
weeks.  As  the  Orderly  Sergeants  belonging  to  the  different  Companys, 
deserted  with  the  men  &  carried  off  their  Lists,  it  is  impossible  to  make 
an  accurate  Eeturn  of  their  names  or  numbers. 

BEVEELY  EANDOLPH  L.  C.  C— " 


Buckingham      Danl:  Smith,  County  Lieut:  reports  the  strength  of  the  militia,  as  six 
*-'''■         hundred  and  seventy  three  men  between  18  and  50  years  of  age — 


Peytonsburg  Dept:  Q.  Master  Wm.  McCraw  informs  Maj :  Claiborne  of  the  difficulty 
Pittsylvania  ^^  getting  any  thing  done  in  his  department,  because  the  Court  Martials 
of  the  Counties  threaten  to  make  six-months  soldiers  of  all  men  he 
engages.  The  citizens  willing  to  work,  but  are  deterred.  Unless  this 
be  stopped,  he  cannot  furnish  the  canteens  so  much -wanted  by  the  So. 
Army ;  the  armorers  will  not  be  able  to  repair  the  damaged  guns,  nor 
can  he  have  the  horse-shoes  made,  now  so  much  needed. 


H.  Banks  to  Gov:  Nelson  op  Va. 

Beaufort,  "As  many  people  will  apply  to  Gov.  Nelson  for  Com'n  for  whale  Boats 
■'^-  ^-  to  plunder  negroes  &c  &c  from  So:  Carolina,  do  inform  his  Excellency, 
that  Major  Burwell  just  escaped  from  a  Prison  ship  at  Chas.  Town,  had 
the  mortification  to  find  14  of  his  negroes  brot.  in,  stolen  from  his  Estate. 
And  as  Gov:  Burke  will  prosecute  all  such  as  have  no  Commissions, 
many  will  apply  to  Gov;  Nelson  for  them,  whereby  they  may  plunder 
with  Impunity" — 
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Form  of  Descriptive  List,  of  Eeeruits —  1781. 


Form,  of  "Abstract  of  Issues  of  Clothing,  stoppages,  &  deficiencies 
due,  for  the  1st  Va.  Eegiment — for  the  year  1781." 


Form,  for  "General  Eeturn  of  Arras  and  Ammunition  of County 

1781. — includes,  "Public  musquets"  &  "Private  guns". — good 

&  bad — Ammunition,   Powder,   Lead,   Cartridges — Public   Swords — 
Pistols — Flints — . 

This  form  does  not  limit  the  extent  of  the  Eeturn — "  Should  there  be  Keturn  of 
halberts  espontoons  or  indeed  any  other  military  weapons  in  the  hands  nition^^™"" 
of  our  militia,  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  them  in  proper  columns — If  in  Counties 
there  is  a  private  magazine  of  ammunition  in  your  County,  it  will  be 
right  to  note  it  at  the  foot,  or  in  a  column,  government  having  nothing 
further  in  view  than  to   be  possessed  of  a  just  knowledge  of  the  real 
estate  of  their  citizens." 


Form — giving  "State  of  Specifics  from  the  1st  of to  the  Ist  of 

for -.  1781.    including  "Number  of  Tithables"— 

Bushels  of  "Wheat,  Corn,  Eye  &  Barley, — also  Pounds  of  Hemp  & 
Tobacco,  collected,  delivered  &  remaining  on  hand — Giving  the  highest 
price  of  wheat — and  duly  signed  by  the  Commissioners. 


Form,  for  "Eeturn"  of  Militia  for County,  taken  in 


Thos:  C.  Williams*  to   Frederick   Ehinelander  Bsqr.  Merchant 

New  York. 
"Dear  Sir, 

Eefering  you  to  my  last  of  the  Ist  Inst:  by  Capt  Eoss,  who 
I  thought  was  going  to  the  Northward,  but  last  week  received  a  letter 
dated  in  the  Bay  from  him,  which  informed  me  that  he  had  taken  three 
prizes,  two  hours  after  I  saw  the  Honorable  Ealph  Wormeley  &  Mr. 
Grimes  from  Eappahannock  in  pursuit  of  him;  Gentlemen  of  the  first 
private  Characters  in  this  Country  and   the  most   avowed  notorious 


♦Was  doubtless  written  from  Portsmouth  when  occupied  by  Genl :  Leslie ;  and 
refers  to  the  depredations  of  British  Privateers  committed  by  mistake  or  otherwise 
upon  persons  loyal  to  the  English  Government.    • 
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1781.  friends  to  Government — and  sorry  and  ashamed  I  was  to  here  from 
those  Gentlemen,  that  Bosses  People  had  plundered  them  in  a  most 
wanton  barberous  manner,  of  household  furniture,  plate,  waring  apparril 
and  negroes,  to  the  amount  from  Mr.  Wormeley  alone  of  £4000  sterling, 
to  you  the  value  will  be  little,  to  these  gentlemen  Irreparable— 

As  I  know  your  principals  must  detest  &  disavow  such  proceedings, 
you  will  be  doing  an  Act  that  Justice  and  Loyalty  demands  at  your 
hands,  by  restoring  all  that  the  crew  has  not  made  away  with,  to  the 
bearer  Mr.  Minitree,  who  is  sent  by  these  Gentlemen,  &  General  Leslie 
to  get  Satisfaction— if  Capt  Eoss  had  come  here,  I  believe  his  life  would 
have  been  in  danger,  the  Predatory  acts  of  the  privateers  which  have 
often  fallen  on  the  best  friends  to  Government;  they  stay  at  home 
expecting  protection  at  least  from  us,  and  are  the  first  to  be  plundered — 
and  what  makes  it  heinous  in  Eoss  he  knew  the  characters  of  these 
Gentlemen — we  have  no  late  accounts  from  Lord  Cornwallis — 
With  all  Eespect  I  am  D'r  Sir, 

your  very  h'ble,  ob't  Servant. 


Michael  Etan  to  Gov:  Nelson. 
"Sir, 
Fairfax  Co.  I  had  some  expectation  of  geting  the  Fairfax  Volunteers  mounted 

at  Camp,  or  by  a  General  Order  from  your  Excellency,  which  made  me 
march  with  one  half  of  the  Corps,  indifferently  equipt,  leaving  orders 
for  the  remaining  party  to  follow  with  all  possible  speed — 

The  present  situation  of  the  army  seems  to  render  unnecessary  the 
taking  of  any  hasty  measures  to  equip  volunteers  for  this  part  of  the 
State.  I  therefore  request  your  Excellency  to  lay  before  Council  our 
intention  of  still  considering  ourselves  as  a  corps  of  Horse,  as  some  of 
us  have  been  at  considerable  expences  and  the  Caps,  Jacketts  and  belts 
are  already  provided.  The  Corps  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  when  called 
upon — and  the  horses  we  have  already  got  being  in  Genl :  given  to  us  by 
the  owners,  to  be  returned  untill  called  for.  thirty  two  including  offi- 
cers will  be  in  my  oppinion  a  sufficient  number — I  shall  wait  the  Coun- 
cils determination  and  am, 

with  the  utmost  Esteem  and  respect 
Sir, 

your  Excellencies  obt.  Servant — 
Officers  names  and  rank. 
Lt:  Col:  Michael  Eyan,  Capt: 
Capt:  Will'm  Mason.       Lieut: 
Capt:  Saml:  Earle  —      Cornet. 
Lieut:  Joseph  Ferguson  Adjutant 
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Petition  of  many  citizens  to  the  Executive,  in  behalf  of  Daniel  Curl-       1781. 
ing,  sentenced  "to  depart  the  Commonwealth,  by  virtue  of  His  Excel-  Norfolk  Co. 
lency's  Proclamation  respecting  persons  who  have  lately  returned  from 
the  British  Lines  unauthorized  by  Law"  &c — 


Petition  of  numerous  Citizens,  praying  that  John  Dale,  who  has  been 
drafted  to  serve  as  a  private  soldier  eighteen  months  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  is  perfectly  willing  to  do  his  part  to  the  country, 
may  be  retained  in  the  duty  to  which  he  has  heretofore  been  assigned, 
viz  as  Armorer. 

For  four  years  past  his  services  in  this  capacity  have  been  extremely  JSTorthum- 
valuable  in  the  Counties  of  Richmond,  Lancaster  and  Northumberland :    ''^rland  Co. 
and  they  urge,  therefore  that  he  can  thus  be  of  more  value  to  the  Coun- 
try, than  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  ranks — 


An  Act,  to  revive  and  Amend  the  Act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  procuring 
a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for.  the  use  of  the 
Army — 

Authorizes  the  Executive  to  appoint  a  Commissioner,  under  Bond,  to 
" Superintend  the  execution  of  this  Act" — a  deputy  for  each  County, 
accountable  to  him,  by  proper  returns  with  vouchers  &c — to  settle  also 
with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Specific  Tax  by  quarterly  returns  &c — 
keep  accurate  accounts  of  all  supplies  furnished  the  Continental  Service 
as  by  the  State — His  own  and  the  pay  of  his  Assistant  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Governor  &  Council. 

All  impressments  made  under  this  Act  to  be  paid  for  at  following 
rates,  viz — for  wheat  sixty  and  two  thirds  dolls:  pr:  bushel — Indian 
Corn,  twenty  dolls:  pr:  bushel — peas  thirty  dolls:  pr:  bushel — Oats,  fif- 
teen dolls:  pr:  bushel — ^pickled  Beef  eight  dolls:  pr:  pound — bacon, 
twenty  dolls:  pr:  pound — Salt  Pork,  twelve  dolls:  pr:  pound — For 
Brandy  Sixty  dolls:  pr:  gallon. — Whiskey,  forty  dolls:  pr:  gall: — For 
Taffia,  fifty  dolls:  &  "West  India  Rum  eighty  dolls:  pr:  gallon — For  white 
biscuit,  three  hundred  dolls:  pr:  hundred  weight — Ship-bread  two  hun- 
dred dolls:  pr:  hundred  weight — for  fine  flour,  two  hundred  dolls:  pr: 
hundred  weight :  for  seconds  or  ship-stuff  one  hundred  and  fifty  dolls : 
pr:  hundred  weight. 

Provides  for  redress  against  any  supposed  impositions  or  frauds  on 
the  part  of  agents  or  deputies,  by  allowing  an  appeal  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Specific  Tax  in  the  several  Counties — 

Provides  further  for  the  collection  of  Forage ;  not  more  than  one  sixth 
of  the  quantity  actually  in  the  possession  of  any  citizen,  to  be  seized: 
and  to  be  paid  for  upon  equitable  principles. 
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ADAMS,  EICH'D,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Administers  oath  of  ofBce  to  the  Hon.  Sampson  Mathews  as  member  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  State 639 

ALLEN,  CAPT.  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 349,  389 

AMERICAN  TROOPS. 

Passed  through  Philadelphia... i 388 

ANDEESON,  Jr.,  DAVID. 

To  the  governor 514 

ANDEKSON,  JAMES. 

To  Col.  Davies 347,  625,  670 

To  Mr.  A.  Blair,  giving  return  of  negro  slaves  belonging  "to  the  public" 485 

ANDERSON,  MAJOR  R'D. 

To  the  governor 357 

ANDERSON,  Jb.,  RICH'D. 

To  Col.  Davies 412 

ANDERSON,  THOMAS,  Dep.  Com.  of  Provisions. 

To  Col.  Davies 362,  374,  513,  533,  566 

ANDREWS,  R. 

To  Col.  R.  H.  Lee 494 

ANDREWS,  ROBERT,  Secretary  to  the  Governor. 

To  Governor  Jefferson — Commission  for  settling  the  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 

boundary  line 11 

To  Gov.  Nelson 493 

To  Gov.  Nelson;  to  General  Weedon 494 

To  the  governor 577 

To  Mr.  Pierce 597 

ANDREWS,  REV.  WM.  AND  REV.  MR.  HARRISON. 

In  custody  and  charged  with  treason 561 

ANTHONY,  

To  Jonathan  Denison— Tobacco  worth  from  95  to  100£ ;  flour  120£;  both  scarce 127 

ARBUCKLE,  JAMBS,  AND  OTHEKS,  Commissioners  for  the  Collection  of  Taxes. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 97-100 

ARCHER,  B. 

To  the  governor " •"      307 
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AEMAND,  COL,  (Marquis  De  La  Eouerie.) 

To  governor  of  Virginia 594 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia — Extract  of  recruiting  instmctions  for  Col.  Armand ; 

copy  of  letter  from  the  commander-in-chief 647 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 649 

To  Gov.  Harrison,  of  Virginia 663 

AKMS. 

Thrown  into  the  river  at  Westham  recovered 339 

AEMSTBAD,  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 488 

To ,  complaining  of  certain  imputations  to  him  of  negligence  in  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties ■. 611 

To  Gov.  Harrison  in  council 640 

To  the  executive 665 

AEMY. 

No  longer  requiring  extraordinary  means  for  subsistence 579 

In  Virginia  must  be  large,  but  must  be  sustained  by  Virginia's  recources,  her  flour, 

beef,  hay,  corn,  &c 351 

Suffering  from  want  of  wagons  to  carry  supplies 281 

Suffering  for  flour  and  meal 416-17 

On  North  river  increasing  daily ^ 459 

AETHUE,  LT.  JAMES. 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 627 

BAIL  BONDS. 

Of  Eioh'd  Barr  and  others 626 

Of  Alex.  Montgomery  and  others 634 

BAILEY,  CAPT.  JNO. 

Letter  from 333 

BAIED,  JNO. 

To  the  executive , 454 

BAKEE,  JEEMAN. 

To  Honorable  Mr.  Jamison 368 

BALFOUE,  COL. 

Extract  from  letter  of. 342 

BALLAED,  JE.,  CAPT.  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies. 3gg 

BALLS. 

More  than  2,000  fired  at  the  Americans  to-day 5I8 

BANISTEE,  COL.  J. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 303  504 

To  the  governor 3g2 

BANKS,  H. 

To  Gov.  Nelson enn 

BANKS,  EICH. 

To  the  governor 070 

BAEBOUE,  COL,  JAS. 

To  the  governor a. 

To  Gov.  Nelson ,°a 

To  Col.  Davies "'■""I^'.I^ZZ^IZZZZZ'ZZ'^^.ZZ  364 
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Culpeper  county 482 

To  the  executive , 576 

BARBOUR,  COL.  THOS. 

To  Col.  Davies 607 

BAECLAT,  JNO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 361 

BARRON,  COMMODORE  JAS. 

To  the  commanding  officer  at  Williamsburg 56 

To .     Forty  sail  of  the  fleet  weighed  from  Hampton  Roads,  having  on 

board  a  number  horses  and  troops 272 

BBALL,  SAMUEL. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 231 

BEARD,  CAPT. 

Shall  receive  his  orders  as  soon  as  possible , 350 

BELSCHER,  JR.,  JAMES. 

To  Col.  Davies 238 

BENTLET,  T. 

To  David  Ross 238 

To  the  governor 260 

BIDDOLPH,  LIEUT.  South  Carolina  Dragoons. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 290 

BIRD,  GEO. 

Collector  of  specific  tax 29 

BLACK,  WILLIAM. 

To  the  governor , 250 

BLAINE,  EPH.,  Com.  General  of  Purchases. 

To  Col.  Jno.  Cropper,  Accomac 516 

To  Gov.  Nelson 566,  606 

BLAIR,   JNO.,   NAT'NL   BURWELL,    JNO.   DbSIQUERA,   J.    MADISON,    AND 
J.  PRENTIS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 279 

BLAIR,  JNO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 220 

BLAND,  THEOD. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 140 

BLUNT,  COL.  BEN. 

To  Col.  Davies 407 

To  Brig.  Gen'l  Muhlenburg,  reporting  the  strength  of  his  force 413 

To  Gov.  Nelson 487 

BOHANNAN,  CAPT.  A. 

To  Col.  Davies 231,  263,  808,  358,  421,  433,  453,  455,  543 

To 529 

To  Hon.  Wm.  Davies 621 

BONETTA. 

Refugees  on  board  of. 560 

BOSWELL,  COL.  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 655 

BOTT,  COL.  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 590 

88 


698  INDEX. 


BOUSH,  EO. 
To  Co 

BOUNB,  J 


ToCol.  Davies 640 


To  Col.  Davies 365 

BOUNB,  CAPT.  T. 

To  Col.  Davies °°' 

BOUNE,  CAPT.  W. 

To  Col.  Davies ^^3 

BOYOE,  MAJOR  WM. 

To  Gen'l  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  enclosing  proceedings  of  court  martiah  held  for  the 
trial  of  Dr.  Archibald  Campbell,  charged  with  bringing  into  camp  persons  infected 
with  the  small-pox ••       412 

BRADFORD,  SAM'L  H. 

To  the  governor 403 

BRITISH  FLEET. 

Off  the  capes  ;  26  sail  of  the  line,  10  frigates,  and  5,000  troops 572 

BRITISH  OFFICERS. 

40  wrecked  near  Egg  Harbor  and  perished 627 

BRITISH  MERCHANTS  AND  TRADERS. 

Reply  of,  to  Col.  Tim  Pickering 572 

BRITISH  PRISONERS. 

At  York 616 

About  6,000  left  York  this  day 564 

BRITISH  TRANSPORTS. 

Carrying  about  3,000  men  appear  in  the  bay 283 

BROKE  GROUND. 

Evening  of  the  6th 532 

BROOKE,  COL.  J.  H. 

To  the  governor 19 

BROOKING,  COL.  V. 

To  the  governor 77,  343 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  at  Charlottesville 132 

BKONSON,  BENJ.  AND  HARWOOD  BART. 

Bail  bond  of 551 

BROWN,  W.  S.,  C.  M.  Stores. 

To  Col.  Davies 28 

BROWN,  W.,  Capt.  in  Col.  Gibson's  Reg't. 

To  Col.  G.  Mutter 656 

BROWN,  JOHN,  C.  General  Provisions. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  Richmond 248,  319 

To  Col.  Davies 281,  311,  384 

BROWNE,  COL.  WM. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 336 

BUCKLEY,  JNO. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies , 524 

BURKE,  GOV.  THOMAS. 

To  the  county  lieutenant  of  Brunswick  county,  Virginia 225 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  of  Virginia 226,  325,  383,  871,  399 
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Keeps  up  weekly  correspondence  with  Gov.  Nelson;  compliments  the  patriotism  of 

Gov.  Nelson 333-34 

Captured 479 

BURTON,  E.,  Q.   M.,  &c. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  of  Virginia.     Battle  of  Butaw  Springs,  &c 479 

BUKWELL,  COL.   LEWIS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 270,  492,  510 

To  Archibald  Blair 407 

To  Col.  Davies,  in  reply 414 

BUTLER,  ED. 

To  Col.  Davies 21,  386 

BTRD,  MRS.  M. 

To .     Has  lost  49  of  her  people,  3  fine  horses,  and  2  fine  ferry  boats. 

Wants  a  flag 312 

c 

CABEEN,  JNO. 

To  the  governor 139 

CABELL,  COL.  JNO. 

To ; 645 

CALANDER,  CAPT.  ELEAZER. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 433,  463,  512 

CALL,  MAJ.  R'D 

To  Col.  Davies 286,302,  331 

To  Gov.  Nelson 446 

CALL,  WM.,  Lieut  of  Prince  George  Co. 

To  the  executive.     Men  needed  to  plant  corn 14 

To  the  governor 42 

CALLAWAY,  CAPT.  JAS. 

To  the  governor.     Want  of  men  at  home.     Cornwallis 28 

To  the  governor Ill 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 144 

Sends  to  Col.  Davies  for  f20,000  bounty  money  for  five  enlisted  men 191 

To  Col.  Davies , 312 

CALLIS,  COL.  W.  O. 

Tranaportment  to  Portsmouth  2  days  ago  and  returned  to  mouth  of  Elizabeth  river 
last  evening;  landed  all  their  troops,  and  will  return  to  New  York  ;  Col.  Curie  and 
the  Carter  prisoners  on  board 1 

CALVERT,  CHRIS. 

To 566 

CAMPBELL,  COL.  RICH'RD. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson.     Great  want  of  clothing 8 

CAMPBELL,  COL.  ARTHUR. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 11,  73,  143 

To  Col.  Davies 72,  559 

CAMPBELL,  WM.,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Gov.  Jefferson. 

Desertions;  enemy  at  Portsmouth;  Nelson's  dragoons 18 

CAMPBELL,  MAJ.  WM.,  Inspector  of  Militia  Division. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 222 
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CAMPBELL,   ARCHIBALD,   M.   D. 
To  Col.  Davies 


CARRI;,  ROBERT  B.  AND  OTHERS. 

Paroles  of. 182 

CARRINGTON,  ED  WD,  D.  Q.  M. 

Communication  from,  and  from  Rich'd  Claiborne,  relating  to  Q.  M.  department 157 

CARRINGTON,  COL.  ED. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 46 

To  Gov.  Nelson ; 400,  586,  612 

CARRINGTON,  COL.  GEO. 

To  Col.  Davies 230,  576,  577 

Reports  that  Col.  Spipwith  had  marched  with  the  militia  of  that  county 417 

CARRINGTON,  PAUL,  PETER  LYON,  AND  WM.  FLEMING. 

Special  commission  to,  from  the  executive,  to  meet  in  the  town  of  Richmond  to  hear 
and  determine  all  criminal  measures  which  the  general  court  could  have  heard  and 
determined 639 

CHAPMAN,  JNO.,  JAMES  ROBINSON,  AND  REUBEN  GRIFFITHS. 

Petition  of,  for  pardon 676 

CHASTILLIEU  AND  ROCHAMBBAU. 

At  Mt.  Vernon , 453 

CHEVALLIE,  M. 

To  Gov.  Henry,  of  Virginia 365 

CHRISTIAN,  COL.  WM. 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia ;  Indian  affairs ;  Col.  Sevier  goes  against  the  Chicka- 

saws;  loss  of  state  credit 24 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 199 

To  Gov.  Nelson 540 

To  Col.  Davies 349,  572 

CIRCULAR. 

Issued  urging  upon  county  commissioners  for  collecting  specific  grain  tax  for  1780....  397 

From  Thos.  M.  Kean,  president  of  congress 478 

Sent  by  order  to  Gen.  Lawson,  Col.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Col.  Barbour 579 

CLAIBORNE,  MAJ, 

To  the  executive.     238,128  pounds  required  for  supplies  for  the  Southern  array 3 


CLAIBORNE,  HERBERT. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  expressing  his  great  regret  at  not  being  able  to  procure  horses  for 
the  use  of  the  French 417 

CLAIBORNE,  MAJ.  RICHARD. 

Baron  Steuben  orders  saddles  and  accoutrements  for  300  horse  and  a  large  Magazine 

of  forage  at  Petersburg 3 

Perilous  state  of  the  Continental  quartermaster's  department;  resigns  his  office 10 

The  Continental  quartermaster  gets  relief 14 

Enclosing  extract  of  letter  from   M.   Lafayette;  failure  to  procure  transportation; 

artillery  for  Gen.  Greene ;  Gov.  Jefferson's  reply .' 23 

Impressed  horses ..."!!!.!...         30 

Wants  of  the  Continental  quartermaster  department 37 

Wagon  trains  from  Philadelphia 38 

To  the  executive 42  85 

To  Governor  Jefferson V.ZZ"!V.V."V.3.".V.79,' 105;'l08,  110 

To  Gov.  Nelson 182,  210,  228,  275,  353,  378,  882 

lo  the  governor,  enclosing  letter  from  Mr.  McCraw 586 

To  Gov.  Harrison g^g 

To  Col.  Davies 46,  70,  76,  180,  197,  217,  2287271,' mVssi'^SsVssVrsgsVgg^^ 

415,  449,  475,  489,  495,  524,  525,  540,  596,  6I4,  6?2,  643,  666 
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Great  difficulty  of  procuring  grain,  forage,  &c 202 

In  regard  to  men  who  had  deserted  from  the  boats 438 

In  behalf  of  Mr.  S.  Walker,  who  had  voluntarily  given  his  wagon  and  team  for  the 

use  of  the  army 466 

In  regard  to  S.  Walke .'. 467 

Condition  of  the  sick  and  other  prisoners  at  Aylett's  and  Hanover  Courthouse 619 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 472 

Enclosing  letters  complaining  of  the  French  agents  who  are  purchasing  all  the  flour 

and  beef  in  the  county  for  cash  in  specie 487 

To  the  Hon.  J.  Ambler  and  Samuel  McDowell,  members  of  the  council 541 

Order  from 608 

To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates 164,  171 

CLAEKE,  BENJ. 

To  Col.  Lewis  Burwell  (copy) 81' 

CLAEK,  B.,  AND  CLARK,  J.  of  Caroline  Co. 

Bailed 119 

CLAEKE,  GEN'L  GEO.  EOGEES. 

To  Gen.  Washington  (copy) 108-9 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 116,  153,  294 

Disappointed  in  raising  men  for  his  exploration  ;  disputed  boundary  between  Virginia 

and  Pennsylvania,  cause  of  failure 345-6 

CLAEKE,  DANIEL. 

Petition  of,  to  Gov.  Nelson 180 

CLAY,  JAS. 

To  the  governor 421 

To  Gov.  Nelson 493 

CLAY,  MARSTON. 

To  the  governor 510 

CLAYPOLE,  JOHN. 

Eeasons  for  pardoning  him 284 

Petition  of  citizens  for  the  pardon  of 688 

CLAYPOLE,  THOS.,  AND  OTHERS. 

Petition  to  the  executive 682 

CLAYTON,  COL.  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 358 

To  Gov.  Nelson 413 

CLEMENTS,  THOS.,  Comm.  P.  Law. 

To  Col.  Davies 372,  454 

CLINTON. 

Expected  to  land  in  North  Carolina 399 

COCKBUEN,  MAETIN,  AND  EICHAED  CHICESTEE,  Comm'rs  of  Specific  Tax. 

Eeportof. 128 

To  Col.  Davies 515 

COLE,  DE.  WEKING. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies  at  the  Pork 138 

COLSTON,  EALEI6H.  ' 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 70 

COMMISSIONER. 

To  try  persons  accused  of  treason  in  Hampshire  county 177 

CONSTABLE,  WM.,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Lafayette. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson •. 122 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  introducing  Mr.  Eidley,  of  Maryland ; 552 
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CONTRACT. 

Copy  of,  between  B.  Cowall,  of  Philadelphia,  James  Madison,  Jr.,  and  others 7o 

CONWAY,  EDWIN. 

To  the  governor 1^° 

COOPER,  CAPT.  LEONARD. 

To  the  executive  of  Virginia 217 

CORBIN,  COL.  GEO. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson,  by  Capt.  Levin  Walker 134 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 166 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies ^39 

To  Gov.  Nelson 511 

CORNWALLIS. 

Account  of  his  surrender i 567 

To  Clinton ;  seven  sailors  in  a  small  boat  captured  with  dispatches  to  the  latter  in 
New  York 596 

CORRUPTION. 

Of  the  people .' 280 

CRAWFORD,  BELLAMY,  Clerk,  &o. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 471 

CREW,  ROBERT. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 369 

CROGHAN,  MAJOR  WM 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 345,  627 

CROPPER,  JR.,  COL.  JNO. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 358,  509,  595 

To  Gov.  Nelson 359,  361 

To  the  governor 492 

To 595 

CROPPER  AND  AVERY,  COLS.,  Eastern  Shore. 

Ordered  to  have  large  quantities  of  corn  and  oats  collected, 454 

CRUTCHFIELD,  POST. 

To  Col.  John  Syme 601 

CURLING,  DANIEL. 

Petition  in  behalf  of;  sentenced  to  depart  the  commonwealth 693 

CURRENCY. 

Depreciation  500  for  1 280 

CURTIS,  JOHN  (known  as  "Seaside  John"),  AND  WILLIAM  GARRISON. 

Court-martial  to  try 496 

D 

DABNEY,  COL.  CHAS. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 129,  292,  364,  368,  377,  540,  566,  620 

DAVENPORT,  WM. 

To  Gen'l  Weedon.  Insubordination;  capture  of  the  state  schooner  "Patriot";  watch- 
ing the  enemy 19 

DAVIES,  COL.  WM. 

To  the  governor 14,  24,  28,  32-33,  37,  45,  62,  63,  67,  89,  166-69,  224,  251,  263,  289, 

304,  328,  337,  549,  659,  665 

To  Gov.  Nelson 183,  398,  425,  442,  465,  376,  483,  491,  503,  528,  535,  539 

To  Col.  Jos.  Holmes 140 

To  the  lieutenant-governor 218  219 
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To 257 

To  the  governor;  applies  for  aid  in  his  office,  giving  reasons  therefor 278 

To  Hon.  David  Jamiessn 319 

Circular  from,  to  the  collectors  of  specific  tax 336 

To  Hon.  Mr.  Jameson  in  council 355 

To  Hon.  Mr.  Jameson.     Extracts  from  two  letters  from  Col.  Rd.  H.  Lee  on  subjects 

of  great  importance 425 

To  Hon.  Mr.  Jameson,  enclosing  extract  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Holmes  at  Winchester, 
aslcing  instructions  as  to  disposition  of  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  the  Trench  at 

sea,  &c 437 

To  Lt.  Gov  Jameson 600 

To  Hon.  D.  Jameson  in  covmcil 599 

To  Gov.  Harrison 644 

DAVIS,  PETEK,  Cl'k  Q.  M.  Dept. 

To  Col.  Davies 626 

DAY,  BENJ. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 617 

degrasse,  count. 

Letter  relating  to 85 

Much  in  want  of  small  meats  and  vegetables 522 

dechoisy,  duke. 

To  Gov.  Nelson -. 526,  547 

DbKIRWAN,  M.,  a  Erench  Citizen. 

To  the  executive 547 

DELIEURIEUX,  M. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 37 

DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE. 

A  plan  of,  by  Col.  M.  Smith 685 

DEPONTIERE,  Aid  de  Camp. 

To  Baron  Steuben 353 

Enclosing  letters  to  be  forwarded  to  Co^.  Davies 666 

DeTARLE,  M. 

To  Gov.  Nelson , 517,  565 

DICK,  MA  J.  CHAS. 

To  the  governor,  by  Capt.  Minor  ;  wants  of  the  gun  factory 13 

To  Gov.  Nelson 280 

Sends  to  the  executive  for  a  supply  of  money 336 

To  Col.  Davies 411,  439,  502,  565,  576 

To  Mr.  Jameson — in  reply 440 

DICK,  MAJ.  ALEX. 

To  the  governor,  asking  for  pay,  &c , 26 

To  Gov.  Nelson 305 

To  Col.  Davies 383,  645,  670 

DIGGES,  DUDLEY. 

To  Gov.  Harrison 653,  680 

DIXON,  J. 

To  the  governor 80 

DONNALLY,  COL.  ANDREW. 

To  the  governor 128,  470 

DORSIUS,  JNO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 304 
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DOWNIE,  JAS.,  AND  WILL'M  THOMPSON. 

To  Gov.  Jeflferson 86 

DREW,  CAPT.  T.  H. 

To  Col.  Davies 482 

DUDLEY,  CAPT.  HAREY. 

To  Col.  Davies 56,  61 

DUVAL,  MAJOR  J. 

To  Col.  Holt  Richardson 356 

DURIB,  THOMAS,  Dep.  Com.  Prisoners. 

To  Col.  Davies 588 

To  Lieut.  Gov.  Jameson 598 

To  the  governor 607 

DYE,  FAUNTLBRY. 

Statement  of  charges  against,  formerly  inspector  of  tobacco  in  Richmond  county  and 
captain  of  militia,  certified  to  as  being  true  by  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.,  and  Rich- 
ard Parker,  Esq 145 

Convicted  at  a  general  court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  confined  and  imprisoned 

during  the  continuance  of  the  war 170 

DYER,  S. 

To  Col.  Davies 128,  292,  312,  544 

E 

EARLY,  JOEL,  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 489 

EASTON,  RICH'D. 

To  Brig.  Gen'l  Morgan 157 

BDDINS,  SAM'L,  Captain  of  Artillery. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 221 

EDMUNDS,  CHAS. 

To  Col.  Davies 391 

To  Captain  Young 392 

EDMUNDS,  COL.  E. 

To  the  governor 331 

EDMUNDS,  COL.  W. 

To  the  executive 418 

To  Col.  Davies 480 

ELLIOTT,  GEO. 

To  Col.  Davies 72 

BLLYSON,  JOHN. 

Bail  bond  of. 138 

ENEMY. 

Evacuate  the  outposts  at  Morris'  Mill,  Pigeon  Quarter,  &c 513 

ERVIN,  HENRY. 

To  the  governor 622 

EUROPEAN  POWERS. 

False  impression  as  to  feeling  of. 654 
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EVANS,  JOHN,  Connty  Lieutenant. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 625 

EWELL,  CAPT.  THOS.  W. 

To  Col.  Davies „ 108,  125,  211 

EXECUTIVE  ORDER. 

To  seize  all  the  salt  that  can  be  procured,  and  all  vessels  that  can  transport  provisions.       454 

EXPENSE. 

Of  sea  and  land  forces  in  Virginia  daily  $10,000  in  produce 551 

PALLS  OP  OHIO. 

Troopsat,  have  nothing  to  eat 313 

PANNING,  WM. 

To  Gk)V.  Nelson;  application  for  passport  for  Mr.  John  Wickham 277 

FEBIGER,  COL.  CHRISTIAN. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 193,  261,  297,  322,  580,  582,  611,  635,  654,  680 

To  Gov.  Nelson 321,  602 

To  Col.  Davies,  enclosing  statement  of  the  oflBcers  at  the  station  that  tHey  will  resign 
their  commissions  rather  than  march  in  their  condition ; 609 

PISHER,  COL.  D. 

To  Col.  Davies 339,  369 

To  Col.  Davies,  &c.  ;  how  he  was  captured 559 

FITZGERALD,  JOHN. 

Purchased  encyclopedie  for  Mr.  Jefferson....; 2 


PITZPATRICK,  WM. 

Court-martial  called 224 

FLEMING,  WM.,  Lieut.-Gov. 

To  Col.  Jas.  Wood 144,  147 

To  Gov.  Nelson 502,  598 

To  Gov.  Harrison 671 

Commissioners  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  in  Western  Virginia 672 

FLOYD,  JNO. 

To  Col.  Geo.  Slaughter;  investigation  into  conduct  of  officers 17 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ;  commissioners  sent,  &c. ;  division  of  Kentucky,  &c.  ;  cause  of 
delay  in  commissioning  proper  officers,  &c. ;  strength  of  the  militia  force ;  levy  for 
Continental  service  to  be  postponed ;  inhabitants  killed  by  the  Indians  by  whole 
families  ;  deplorable  state  of  many  families ;  condition  of  the  garrison  at  the  Falls 
of  Ohio;  confidence  in  Gen.  G.  R.  Clarke;  Maj.  Slaughter  in-  command  at  the 

Palls;  men  for  Clarke's  expedition 47-9 

To  Gov.  Nelson 529 

FONTAINE,  W. 

To 567 

FORAGE. 

Exhausted  in  the  country  around  Yorktown 455 

Scarce 624 

FORM. 

Of  descriptive  list  of  recruits 691 

FORSYTH,  MAJ'R  ROB'T. 

To  Col.  Davies 68,  292,  642 

To  Gov.  Harrison '• 658 

89 
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FOWLEK,  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 286 

FEENCH  FLEET. 

25  sail  of  the  line  and  transports  for  10,000  troops  sailed  from  Cape  Francois  on  the 

6th  or  7th  of  August  for  Havana 369 

Consisting  of  28  ships  of  the  line,  6  frigates,  and  3,000  land  forces  arrived  in  Chesa- 
peake bay  on  the  31st  of  August 379 

Getting  ready  to  go  out 572 

FRENCH  TROOPS. 

Landing  at  Jamestown 380 

Passed  through  Philadelphia 388 

Under  Viomeneil,  at  head  of  Elk,  embark 477 

At  surrender,  particularly  fine-looking , 567 

Taking  possession  of  every  house  in  York 623 

GAMBLE,  CAPT.  RO. 

To  Col.  Davies;  cannot  be  more  than  one-fourth  of  officers  sufficient  to  command 

their  detachments 2 

To  Col.  Davies 8,  57 

GARLAND,  DAVID. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 240 

GARNETT,  HENRY. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 528 

GASKINS,  COL.  THOS. 

To  the  governor ;  pirating  vessels  ;  stealing  negroes,  &c 38 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 826,  372 

To  the  governor 462 

To 602 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Joint  resolution  to  make  remittances  to  delegates  in  congress 175 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  insurgents  on  western  frontiers 176 

Joint  resolution  to  appoint  a  secretary 180 

Resolution  fixing  1st  Monday  in  October  as  the  day  of  meeting  in  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond  .• 181 

Resolution  to  remove  all  the  troops  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga 670 

GIBBS,  LT.  CHURCHILL. 

To  the  governor 77 

GIBSON,  COL.  JNO.,  Commd't  at  Port  Pitt. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 131 

Quits  the  service,  and  assigns  his  reasons 283 

To  Gov.  Nelson 45g 

GIBSON,  COL.  GEO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 283 

GIRAULT,  L.,  Comm'd'r. 

Letter  from,  to ;  glviiig  account  of  success  of  the  Spanish  arms  at  Pen- 

sacola 338 

GLOSTER. 

Enemy  landed  in;  arms  wanted  for  cavalry 289 

GLOUCESTER  TOWN. 

700  of  the  enemy  landed  at 299 

GRAHAM,  RICHARD. 

To  Col.  Davies 214,  479,  645 
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GKAVE.S,  EICH'D  C. 

To  Col.  Davies 288 

GEAYSON,  WILLIAM. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  of  Virginia;  relief  for  prisoners,  and  how  to  be  delivered ;  .want 

of  money  and  arms 30 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 129,  197 

GREEN,  COL.  ABRA. 

To  Col.  Davies 461  - 

GREEN,  BERRYMAN,  A.  D.  Q.  Master. 

Circular  to  deputy  quarter  masters.... 83 

To  Col.  Davies 104,  268,  302,  320,  366,  372,  373 

GREENE,  MAJ.  GEN'L  NATHANIEL. 

Autograph  letter  of,  to  Gov.  Jefferson  of  Virginia 185 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 191 

To  Col.  Balfour  (extract) 389 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 674 

GREER,  CAPT.  HENRY. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies .- 321 

GEIFPIN,  COL.  WM. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  in  Williamsburg 485 

GUN  FACTORY. 

Money  wanted 280 

HABERSHAM,  JAS. 

To  John  Hamilton 57 

HAMILTON,  MAJ.  THOS. 

To  the  governor;  prisoners  allowed  the  liberty  of  the  town;  Capt.  Carre  and  one 

Davis  in  irons 38 

To  Col.  Davies 296 

HAMILTON,  CAPT. 

To 252 

HANCOCK,  GEORGE,  late  of  South  Carolina. 

To  the  executive  of  Virginia 281 

HANNAH,  WM. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 480,  546 

HARMANSON,  JOHN,  AND  WM.  SCOTT,  Coram'rs  of  Provision  Law. 

To  Col.  Davies 239,848 

HARRIS,  JNO.,  THOMAS,  JNO.,  WILLIAMS,  THOS.,  AND  BATTY,  GEO. 

Depositions  taken 82 

HARRISON,  JR.,  BEN  J.,  Continental  Paymaster  of  Virginia. 

To  the  governor 284 

HARRISON,  WILL. 

To  the  governor 140 

HAY,   WM. 

To  Col.  Davies;  want  of  lead 28 

To  the  governor ; 61,  62,  466,  674 

To  Col.  Davies 466,  536,  599 
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HAY,  JNO.                                                                            .  ^^, 

To  Robert  Williams,  state's  attorney  for  Pittsylvania  county -loi 

HAYNIE,  BRIDGER. 

To  Gov.  Nelson ■ ^14 

HAYES,  JAMES. 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson °°^ 

To  the  governor ^^^t  ^^^ 

HENDERSON,  B.  E.,  AND  OTHERS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 332 

HENDRICKS,  JAS. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 88 

To  the  Executive 477 

To  John  Pierce,  Esq 478 

To  James  McAlister,  of  Berkeley  county • 495 

To  Gov.  Nelson 505,  543 

To  Col.  Davies 326,  414,  458,  471,  476,  531 

HETH,  COL.  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 384 

HICKMAN,  COL.  JNO. 

To  Chas.  Russell,  D.  Q.  M 363 

To  Col.  Davies 615 

HOBSON,  N.,  Co.  Lieut.,  and  others. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies,  in  reply  to  his  circular-letter  of  the  15th 245 

HOG,  PETER. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 284,  537 

HOLLAND,  CAPT.  W. 

Accused  of  treasonable  designs,  &c .., 183 

HOLMEB,  MAJ.  CHRISTIAN. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 211 

HOLMES,  COL.  JOSEPH. 

To  the  governor  ;  guards  furnished  ;  demands  upon  the  county 37-8 

To  Col.  Davies;  regretting  his  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  prisoners  taken  by  the 

French  fleet  and  delivered  over  by  them  were  to  be  "  applied  for  our  benefit  " 398 

To  Gov.  Nelson 569 

To  Col.  Davies.., 350,  569 

To  Gov.  Harrison , 643,  657 

To  Col.  Davies — in  reply „ 578 

HOLT,  WM. 

To  Gov.  Nelson — in  reply 428 

Prom to 436 

Memorial  of,  to  the  executive 681 

HOOD  AND  DeBARRAS,  Admirals. 

Expected  to  meet  at  sea 388 

HOOD'S  FORTRESS. 

Important  to  finish  it 368 


HOSTILITIES. 

Ceased  on  the  17th,  and  garrison  marched  out  on  the  19th 658 

HUNTER,  JAMES. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson,  at  Charlottesville 130 

To  Col.  0.  Towles , ." '..'.,',",,'.      618 
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HUNTINGTON,  SAM'L,  Pres't  of  Congress. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson,  of  Virginia;  expected  invasion  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  &c 21 

Enclosing  act  of  congress  in  regard  to  Col.  Davics'  appointment  as  commissioner  of 

war  of  Virginia,  &c 53 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 187 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 139,  144 

HYRNE,  MAJ.  BDM'D  MAKS'BD. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 105 


INNES,  COL.  JAMES. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 52-3,  65,  69 

To  the  governor 55,  59,  60,  71 

To  Gov.  Nelson 243,  267,  486 

To  Sir  Jno.  Peyton,  Bart.,  at  Camp  Whiting's' mills 296 

IKVIN,  BRIG.   GEN'L. 

Assigned  to  the  command  of  Port  Pitt 485 


JAIL,  PUBLIC. 

Report  of,  by  Robert  Boyd  and  others 659 

Petition  of  sundry  persons  confined  therein  accused  of  disaffection  to  the  state 684 

JAMES,  MICHAEL. 

To  Bev.  Randolph,  Esq.,  at  Richmond 173 

JAMES,  RICHARD. 

To  Col.  Davies 95 

JAMESON,  LT.  GOV.  DAVID. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 424,  443,  448,  496,  470,  522,  578 

JARNES,  COL.  R'D. 

To  Col.  Davies  at  Charlottesville 191 

JOEL,  B.  ED. 

To  the  governor 76 

To  Col.  Wm.  Nelson 155 

To  Brig.  Gen'l.  Weeden 177,  179,  196 

JONES,  CAD.,  Aid  de  Camp. 

To  Major  Claiborne  (copy) ! 370 

To  Gov.  Nelson  of  Virginia;  Marquis  St.  Simon  cannot  march  for  want  of  commis- 
sary stores 400 

JONES,  CAPT.  CHURCHILL. 

To  Col.  Davies 634 

JONES,  JOS.,  AND  OTHERS. 

To  the  governor 331 

To  Gov.  Nelson 245,  388,  413,  459,  488 

JONES,  COL.  JNO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 261 

To  the  governor 570 

JONES,  CAPT.  SAM'L. 

To  Capt.  H.  Toung;  misconduct  of  one  Moody,  late  in  service  of  the  state,  &c 131 

To  Col.  Davies;  in  regard  to  stores  carried  away  by  plunderers 214 

To  Col.  Davies .". 645 
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To  Capt.  H.  Young,  Q.  M.  at  Richmond 214 

To  David  Jameson 572 

JORDAN,  BENJ.,  Com.  .Mil.  Stores. 

To 320,  397 

To  Col.  Davies 348 

JOYNES,  CAPT.  LEVIN. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 368,  411 

K 

KEAN,  THOS.  M. 

Circular  from,  enclosing  to  the  executive  of  Virginia  resolutions  of  congress  requiring 
all  French  seamen  employed  in  the  service  of  the  states,  or  any  citizen  thereof,  to 
he  delivered  up  at  once  to  the  Count  DeBarras,  or  any  person  appointed  by  him  to 

receive  the  same 217 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 252 

To  Gov.  Nelson 532 

KEARNES,   JNO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  on  behalf  of  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews 589 

KELLY,  GEORGE. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 546 

KELLY,  THADY. 

To  Col.  Innes,  by  express 54 

KENNER,  COL.  WINDER. 

Receipt  for  rum  impressed  for  state 417 

KEY,  JOHN. 

To  Col.  Davies,  in  regard  to  his  appointment  as  collector  of  strays 350 

KIRKPATRICK,  A. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 623 

L 

LAFAYETTE. 

About  two  miles  below  Richmond 283 

Rppresented  to  have  crossed  over  at  RufSn's  Perry  and  marching  to  Now  Kenty 
Courthouse;  a  ruse  to  deceive  the  enemy 296 

LANGBORN,  WM,  Aid  de  Camp  to  M.  De  Lafayette. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson '. 92 

To  Major  Richard  Claiborne  (extract) 157 

LATOUCHE,  CAPT. 

Declaration  of,  (original  in  Prench) — translation — in  regard  to  seizure  of  cargo  of 
his  vessel  by  Col.  Kenner,  of  Northumberland  county 440 

LAWSON,  BRIG.  GEN'L  RO. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 79^  91 

To  the  governor 100 

To  Gov.  Nelson 252,  505 

To  Hon.  Wm.  Davies 344 

To  Col.  Davies 37O 

LEE,  COL.  H. 

To  Ool.  Wui.  Davies 395 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  capture  of  a  British  privateer  and  her  men  ;  their  depredations 
on  the  way ;  steps  taken  to  thwart  their  designs ;  Mount  Vernon  and  Gunston  Hall 
threatened.; 21-22 
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In  regard  to  treason  of  a  slave 91 

To  Gov.  Nelson 267 

To  Col.  Davies,  enclosing  copy  of  a  communication  to  him  from  Qen'l  Washington..      451 

LEE,  GOV.  THOS.  S.,  &c. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  of  Virginia 75 

To  Gov.  Nelson  of  Virginia 403,  477 

LEATHER. 

All  fit  for  cavalry  boots  destroyed  by  the  enemy 615 

LEPTWITCH  AND  EARLY. 

Their  companies  from  Bedford,  after  six  weeks  service,  claim  a  discharge 690 

LEGARE,  THOMAS. 

Asks  aid,  &c 285 

Lkmaire,  col. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 93 

LEWIS,  A. 

To  Col.  Arthur  Campbell,  Washington  county;  ranging  in  Powell's  Valley,  &c 34 

LEWIS,  THOMAS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 591 

LEWIS,  CAPT.  WM. 

To  Capt.  James  Maxwell  at  Richmond 118 

LIGHTFOOT,  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 223,  366 

LINCOLN,  B. 

To  the  county  lieutenant  of  Frederick,  Virginia 653 

LIND,  CAPT.  ARCH. 

To  Col.  Davies 132 

LINDSAY,  LIEUT.  COL  R. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 74 

To  Col.  Davies 74,  106 

To  Gov.  Nelson 252 

To  Col.  Davies,  reporting  list  of  six  months'  men  condemned  by  court-martial  to  serve 

that  length  of  time 896 

LIVINGSTON,  M. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 521 

LOAN  FROM  ABROAD. 

Little  hope  of. 554 

LOCKHAET,  PAT. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 604 

LOGAN,  COL.  BENJ. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 665 

LOMAX,  THOS. 

To  Gov.  Harrison 659 

LUTTERLOW,  COL.   H.  E. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 535 

LYLB,  SAM'L. 

To  Col.  Davies 197,  536 

LYNE,  COL.  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies ••      646 
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LYON,  EEV.  JOHN. 

Trial  of,  by  court-martial 305 

Convicted  of  giving  aid  to  the  enemy 305-6 

Petition  for  mitigation  of  his  sentence 344-5 

Petition  for  remi.?sion  of  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  lately  held  for  his  trial....  350 

Petitions  the  governor  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  home 586 

M 

McALISTER,  JAMES. 

To  Col.  Hendricks 517 

McCALL,  MAJ'E  EICH'D,  3rd  Reg't  L.  Dragoons. 

To  Col.  Davies 358,  366 

McCKAW,  WM.,  Dep.  Q.  M. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 301 

To  Col.  Davies 311,  398,  482 

Complains  of  John  Buckley;  com'r  of  prov.  for  Pittsylvania,  as  being  a  "clog  to 

public  business  " 570 

Gives  information  of  irregular  conduct  of  Capt.  Thos.  Smith  and  others 597 

To  Maj.  Claiborne '  690 

Mcdowell,  sam'l. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 55 

MCGWIKE,  BDW'D,  AND  DAVID  KENNEDY. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 525 

McHENEY,  JAMES. 

To  Col.  Davies 368 

McINTOSH,  MES.  SAEAH. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 69 

McKENNY  &  EICHAED. 

To  Mr.  J.  Denison,  merch't  E.  Shore 127 

MoROBEETS,  REV.   AECHIBALD. 

To  Col.  Davies 308 

MADISON,  JE.,  JAMES,  AND  THEOD.  BLAND. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  effect  of  naval  reverse  off  Chesapeake  bay,  &c 8 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 50-2,  70-1,  80,  148 

To  Gov.  Nelson 348,  533,  587,  614 

To  the  governor  ;  complaining  of  the  failure  of  Mr.  Eoss  to  supply  the  means  neces- 
sary to  their  support 639 

MAGILL,  MAJ.  CHAS. 

To  Col.  Davis,  at  Charlottesville 126 

MAGILL,  JNO. 

To  Alex.  White,  Dolphin  Drew,  and  Philip  Pendleton,  Esq 184 

To  Gov.  Nelson 215 

MAESHALL,  T. 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson,  Esq.,  Lt.-Govornor , 649 

MAETIN,  LT.-GOV.  OF  N.  C. 

Extract  of  letter  from,  to  Gov.  Nelson 490 

To  Gov.  Nelson 615 

.MAETIN,  COL.  JOS. 

To  Col.  Arthur  Campbell,  of  Washington  county 64,  143 

MAETIN,  CAPT.  THOS.,  5th  Va.  Eeg't. 

To. Col.  Davies 212 
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Maryland. 

Called  on  by  Gov.  Nelson  to  aid  in  feeding  the  troops  and  fleet 379-80 

Exerts  herself  to  provide  for  the  fleet  and  army 403 

MASON,  G. 

To  Geo.  Mason,  Jun'r,  Esq.,  (in  France) 141 

MATHEWS,  SAMPSON. 

Certificate  from 173 

To  Thos.  Nelson,  Esq.,  governor ;  in  regard   to  trial  of  insurgents  in  Augusta  and 

Rockingham 207 

To  the  governor 388 

To  Gov.  Nelson 494 

MATHEWS,  THOS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 239,  353 

Eorce  surprised  by  Tarleton i. 353 

MAXWELL,  CATT.  JAS. 

To  the  governor;  disposition  of  the  state's  armed  vessels 9 

To  the  governor 74,  385 

To  Gov.  Nelson .*. 244 

MEMORANDUM. 

Of  articles  to  be  furnished  by  the  deputy  quartermaster  for  the  state  of  Va 106 

MEMORIAL. 

Of  Jean  Vancheret  (French),  representative  of  Godfrey  Linitot 464 

From  citizens  of  Cumberland  county  to  Col.  Febiger,  commandant  at  the  Barracks 

near  Cumberland  Old  0.  H 604 

Of  the  officers  of  the  Va.  line  to  November  session  of  assembly,  1781 628 

MEN. 

Cannot  be  enlisted  for  the  army 500 

MERCER,  JAS. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 39-40 

MERCER,  JNO.  G. 

Offers -to  raise  a  body  of  gentlemen  for  service 286 

MILITIA. 

Returns  of,  forwarded  by  Ben.  Blount,  county  lieut 107 

Return  of  the,  of  Spotsylvania  county,  made  by  Bev.  Y.  Winslow,  county  lieut 138 

MILLER,  JAS. 

To  "  Mr.  Andrew  Crawford,  merch't,  Leeds  " : 106 

MILLS,  JAMES. 

To  Archibald  Ritchie,  at  Tappah'n'k 176 

MING,  WM. 

To  Mr.  Prank  Willis,  Jr 227 

MITCHELL,  MAJ.  N. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 231 

MITCHELL,  ROBERT. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson;  excitement  upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  fleet;  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line ;  embarkation  at  New  York 33 

MITCHELL,  REUBEN. 

To  the  governor 101 

MONBOS  AND  LUTIE,  M.  M. 

To  Gov.  Palmer 545 

90 
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MOODY,   PHILIP.  ,  u       ^  aA^ 

To  Arch.  Blair,  accounting  for  the  "public  negroes,"  of  whom  bought,  &c b41 

MONEY. 

None  of  the  several  states  to  sustain  the  war  in  Virginia. oO' 

MONTGOMERY,  COL.  JOHN. 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia *'l? 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  of  Virginia 315 

MORGAN,  GEN'L. 

Called  into  service,  &c 1^^ 

To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates ■ 162 

To  the  governor 21" 

To  Gov.  Nelson  at  Richmond 242 

To  Gov.  Nelson  by  Col.  Nelson • 473 

To  Gov.  Harrison 646 

MORRIS,  COL.  RICH'D  T. 

To  Gov.  Nelson ■. 297 

MORRIS,  BOBT. 

To  Governor  Jefferson 153 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 201,  221,  316,  319,  351,  667 

Necessity  of  removing  false  impressions;  candor  should  always  govern  him 553 

To  Gov.  Nelson 454 

To  Gov.  Nelson  (marked  private) 550 

To  David  Ross,  com'r  of  trade  for  Virginia 652 

MORTARS,  &c. 

Captured  ;  deemed  the  property  of  the  United  States 590  - 

MOSBY,  LITT. 

To  the  governor 53,  56,  58 

To : : 509 

MOSELEY,  JR.,  E.  H. 

To  the  governor 590 

MOSS,  JOHN. 

Offers  his  services  as  agent  of  the  state  to  procure  articles  in  Baltimore  or  Philadel- 
phia for  the  troops 326 

MURRAY,   DANIEL. 

Memorial  of,  to  the  Virginia  delegates  in  congress  praying  for  relief. 675. 

MUTER,  COL.   GEORGE. 

To  Col.  Davies 87,  339 

To  Gov.  Nelson 481 

isr 

NASH,  COL.  JOHN. 

To  Col.  Davies 454,  553 

NEGRO  SLAVES. 

List  of,  brought  into  Halifax  county  by  Wm.  Hawkins,  of  North  Carolina 279 

NELSON,  GOV. 

To  Marquis  De  Lafayette 188,  441 

Assigns  reasons  for  taking  command  of  the  militia  at  Yorktown 391 

Calls  on  Isle  of  Wight  for  vinegar  and  vegetables  required  for  the  armament  lately 

arrived 379 

Sick  at  "  Offley  Ho." 677 

To  the  Virginia  delegates  in  congress 255,  527 

To  Col.  Josiah  Parker 256 

To  Gen'l  "Washington 268 
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To  his  Excellency  Thomas  M.  Kean,  president  of  congress 263 

To  Major  Claiborne,  quartermaster  general 264 

To  Col.  Jas.  Innes 268,  428 

To  the  treasurer 269 

To  the  aud'rs  of  public  accounts 269 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 274,  4.33,  446,  462 

Circular  from,  to  the  county  lieutenants 274 

To  county  lieutenant  of  Accomack  county 282 

To  Col.  Sir  John  Peyton,  bar 282,  526 

To  Commodore  Barron 282,491 

To  Brig.  Gen'l  Stevens 283 

To  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Maryland 283 

To  Captain  Warley 337 

To  Capt.  Pierce,  Smithfleld 379 

To  John  Brown,  Esq.,  com.  gen'l 379 

To  Gov.  Lee  of  Maryland 379,  562 

To  the  Count  DeGrasse,  commanding  French  fleet,  &c 380,  499,  623,  525 

To  Mr.  Pierce .' .....380,  434,  472,  500 

To  president  of  congress 380 

To  Lord  Cornwallis... .-. 381,  455,  490,  560,  561 

To  Gov.  Burke  of  North  Carolina 381,  412,  422 

ToThos.  Newton,  Jr.,  Esq 387,  500,  522 

To  Gen'l  Green 390 

To  the  absent  members  of  the  council 391 

To  Robert  Morris 391 

To  David  Ross 416 

To  Col.  Davies 418,  484 

To  Col.  Blunt 418 

To  Col.  A.  Thornton,  Jr.,  Caroline  county 419 

To  Capt.  Callender 419 

To  Col.  Wells 419 

To  Major  Boyce 419 

To  Hon'ble  David  Jameson,  Lt.-Gov 422,  434,  446,  455,  474,  500,  532 

To  Col.  Taylor 422 

To  Col.  Lewis 422 

To  Mr.  Pierce,  comm'y  general ,. 423 

To  the  county  lieutenants  of  Eairfax,  Prince  "William,  Stafl'ord,  Spotsylvania,  Caro- 
line, Hanover,  and  New  Kent  counties 423 

To  Gen'l  Lawson 423 

To  Ralph  Wormley,  Jr 427 

To  Col.  James  Hendricks 435,  457 

To  John  Syme,  Esq , 436 

To  Col.  Kenner 443 

To  Mr.  Charles  Lewis 443 

To 456 

To  William  Ronald,  Esq.,  Powhatan 467 

To  Brig.  Gen'l  Weedon 462,  561 

To  Col.  Barbour 463 

To  Capt.  John  Pierce  (written  by  G.  Nicholas) 467 

To  Charles  Carter,  Esq.,  Mann  Page,  and  James  Tutt,  Esq'rs 474 

To  Col.  Jno.  S.  Wells 490 

To  Buller  Claiborne,  Esq 491 

To  Col.  B'd  Morris 549 

To  James  Maury,  Esq.,  agent  of  the  flag  vessels  bound  to  Oharlestown 501 

To  Jacob  Wray,  Esq ; 523 

To  M.  EeTarle,  intendent  of  the  French  army 524 

To  Mr.  Livingston 526 

To  Hon.  G.  Webb 552 

To  the  delegates  in  congress  ;  congratulation  on  the  reduction  of  York  and  Gloucester, 

and  the  capture  of  the  whole  British  army 558 

To  the  commissary  at  Fredericksburg 564 

NELSON,  MAJ.  J.,  Virginia  L.  Dragoons. 

To  Gov.  Jefl'erson 118 

NELSON,  MAJ.  WM. 

To  Col..  Davies 184 

To  the  governor 289 

His  corps  not  paid  for  14  months.,, ,,, ,.,..,,,, , 290 
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NELSON,  GBN'L. 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 513 

To  comm'rs  of  Accomac  and  Northampton  counties 523 

NELSON,  NATHANIEL. 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 634 

NELSON,  JK.,  THOS. 

To  Captain  Jno.   Randolph,  &e.  ;  form  of  impressment  and  reasons  therefor,  given 
to  cavalry  officers 689 

NEWTON,  JR.,  THOS. 

To  the  governor 242 

To  Gov.  Nelson  ;  enclosing  letter  from  Amos  Weeks 448 

To  Gov.  Nelson 450,  529,  542,  647,  575,  577,  592 

To  Col.  Davies 553,  570,  591 

NICHOLAS,  COL.  GEO.,  Aid  de  Camp. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 420,421 

To  Gov.  Harrison 640 

NICHOLSON,  GEORGE. 

Letter  from,  by  order  of  David  Ross,  (comm'r  of  arms  for  state  of  Va.,)  to  Brig. 

Gen'l  Dan'l  Morgan , 211 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Called  on  to  aid  in  provisioning  the  army 422 

NORTH,  GEORGE,  B.  Q.  M. 

To  Gen'l  Wayne 242 

NORTH,  W.,  Aid  de  Camp  to  Baron  Steuben. 

To  the  conductor  of  the  wagon  train 113 

o 

O'BANNON,  CAPT.  JNO. 

To  the  executive 29 

OCCOQUON  FORD. 

To  be  repaired  for  the  passage  of  the  army 453 

OPIE,  LINDSEY  AND  JAMES  BALL. 

To  the  governor  ;  loss  of  property  by  the  enemy 31 

OUSBY,  THOS.,  Lt.  and  Adjt.  So.  Car.  Cont.  Art'y. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 394 


PAGE,  CARTER. 

To  Col.  Meade,  2nd  state  legion 592 

PAGE,  JOHN. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  distressed  state  of  the  people  of  Gloucester  county 87 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  at   Richmond;  retreat  from  Gloucester  Ct.  House;  enemy  landed 

about  700  men  at  Gloucester  town 299 

To  Gov.  Nelson  ;  the  people  of  Gloucester  in  danger  of  starvation  if  deprived  of  their 

cattle  and  grain  to  feed  the  army 408 

PAGE,  MANN. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ,, 93 

To  Gov.  Nelson 345 

To  Col.  Davies 35Q 

To ,  in  reply ,.„., ,....,.. ■„.'..  550 
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PAPER  MONEY. 

Ceased  to  be  currency 501 

PARK,  JONATHAN. 

To  Col.  Davies  ;  all  the  leather  fit  for  cavalry  boots  destroyed  by  the  enemy 615 

PARKER.  GEORGE,  AND  OTHERS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 344 

PARKER,  J.,  Act'g  Col.  Comm'd'g. 

To  the  hon.  speaker  of  the  assembly 150 

To  Gov.  Nelson 189 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 287,  356 

To  Hon.  Mr.  Jameson 61^ 

PARKER,  CAPT.  THOS. 

To  Col.  Davies 616 

PARRISH,  JOLLY. 

To  Col.  Davies 866 

PASTON,  COL.  ELIAS. 

To  the  county  lieutenant  of  Frederick,  per  express..... 113 

PATILLO,  J.,  A.  Com.  of  Issues. 

To  Col.  Davies  ;  characteristic  letter  from  an  officer  for  clothing,  &c 203 

PATTESON,  CAPT.  SAM'L. 

To  Col.  Davies 107,  125-6 

PAYNE,  BENJ.,  a  Mulatto  Slave. 

Required  to  serve  as  a  substitute  in  the  army 686 

"PEGGY,"  SLOOP. 

Permit  to  proceed  with  flag  of  truce  to  the  Rappahannock,  having  on  board  negroes 

and  other  property  of  Mr.  Wormley  and  other  gentlemen 403 

PENN,  ABRAHAM,  Co.  Lieut. 

To  Hon.  Wm.  Fleming,  Staunton 173 

PEOPLE. 

Must  rely  on  themselves 554 

PETITION. 

Of  certain  officers  and  inhabitants  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  (translation) 192 

Of  numerous  citizens,  militia  late  in  the  expedition  to  Gen'l  Green's  army,  praying 
the  executive  of  Virginia  to  be  allowed  this  term  of  service  as  a  "  tour  of  duty," 

notwithstanding  they  had  returned  to  their  homes  before  their  time  had  expired....  198 

Of  inhabitants  of  Lunenburg  county 323 

Of  sundry  persons  residing  on  Rappahannock  river  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  and 

the  council  of  said  state 404 

From  sundry  inhabitants  of  Greenbrier  county  to  the  governor  and  council 468 

Of  Inhabitants  of  Amelia  county 684 

Of  Jacob  Brake  and  others  for  pardon 686  ' 

Of  citizens  that  John  Dale  be  retained  as  armorer 693 

PEYTON,  FRANCIS,  County  Lieutenant. 

To  Hon.  Wm.  Davies 429 

PEYTON,  J. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 84 

To  Col.  Davies 53-4,  82,  119,  204,  309,  336,  432,  509,  547,  612,  617,  624,  652 

To  Gen'l  Weedon,  per  Major  Joel 174 

From  R.  A.  Seo'y  by  order  of  the  governor 428 

To 518 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  enclosing  letter  from  Van  Bibber  of  Baltimore 625 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates , 656 
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PHILLIPS  *  BKIG.  GEN'L. 

To  Major  Gen'l  Phillips,  commanding  at  Portsmouth,  requesting  that  the  ship  with 
American  prisoners,  about  to  sail  for  New  York,  may  be  detained  a  few  days,  he 
expecting  authority  for  their  exchange 6 

PHILIPS,  MAJOE  GEN.  W. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  "Weedon,  by  Sam '1  H.  Radford,  aid  de  camp;  policy  of  the  British 
general  as  to  prisoners;  Mr.  Jeflferson's  letter  and  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  commented  on 15-16 

PICKERING,  W.,  Quartermaster  General. 

To  Major  R'd  Claiborne 194 

PICKERING,  COL.  TIM. 

To  Major  R'd  Claiborne 296 

To  Gov.  Nelson 542,  589 

Extract  of  a  letter  from,  &c 641 

PIELEE,  GILBERT. 

Receipt  of,  to  Col.  John  Crappee  for  materials  purchased  for  the  "  Diligence,"  "Gal- 
ley " 155 

PIERCE,  JNO. 

To  the  executive 332 

To  Gov.  Nelson 420,  445,  457,  520,  542 

To  the  governor ; 421,  528,  573 

To  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  for  collecting  provisions,  &c 424,  574 

To  Col.  Davies 478,  662 

To  the  governor ;  complaints  against  the  French,  who  are  procuring  all  the  provi- 
sions by  paying  cash  in  specie 496 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 662 

PIERCE,  THOS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 410 

PITT,  THOS. 

To  Maj.  Claiborne,  Dep.  Q.  M .429 

POLLOCK,  THOS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 488 

POLLOCK,  OLIVER. 

To  Gov.  Nelson  ;  expressing  his  surprise  and  mortification,  &c 570 

POPE,  SURGEON  MATH. 

To  the  governor 104,  327 

To  Gov.  Jefferson,  at  Charlottesville 137 

To  Hon.  Benj.  Harrison,  at  Staunton 192 

To  Col.  Davies 607,  624 

PORTER,  JR.,  W.,  Com.  Mil.  Stores. 

To  Col.  Davies 201 

PORTERPIELD,  CAPT.  ROB'T. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 306 

POSET,  MAJ,  THOS. 

To  Col.  Davies 45,  107,  386,  431,  464,  486,  521,  676 

PRENTIS,  J. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  resigns  his  seat  in  the  council 18 

To  Gov.  Nelson 232,  620 

PRESTON,  COL.  WM. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  difficulty  of  raising  men,  &c 25 

*For  Phillips,  Brig.  Gen'l,  read  "  WEBDON,"  BRIG.  GEN'L. 
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To  Gov.  Jefferson ;  people  coming  into  the  county  ;  want  of  powder  and  flints ;  fears 
in  regard  to  raising  the  men,  on  account  of  disaffection,  &c.  ;  exposed  frontier; 
steps  taken  by  him  to  defend  the  country  ;  joins  Gen.  Pickens  ;  reverses  and  deser- 
tion of  his  men ;  did  as  well  as  any  that  went  from  over  the  mountains ;  lead 

mines  ;  necessity  of  protecting  them 36 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 255,  266 

To  Gov.  Nelson 264,  501 

PEICE,  WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 127 

PRICE,  CAPT.  BROWNE,  C.  Mil.  Stores. 

To  Major  J.  Pryor 235 

To  Col.  Davies 264,  810,  481 

PEICE,  JAMES. 

To  Col.  Davies 574 

PRISONERS. 

Arrived  at  Winchester 579 

Captured  at  York,  roving  at  large  in  the  county  of  Hanover 580 

350  more,  sick,  march  from  Gloucester 598 

PROCLAMATION. 

By  his  Excellency  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia; embargo. against  exportation  of  provisions,  &c 895,  551 

PROVISIONS. 

Embargo  laid  on 396 

Coming  down  the  river  stopped  at  Erazier's  and  Ruffin's  ferries 491 

An  act  amending  an  act,  &c.,  for  procuring  a  supply  of,  for  the  army 693 

PRYOR,  MAJOR  JOHN. 

To  Col.  Davies  ;  want  of  ammunition 16 

To  Col.  Davies 34,  121,  156,  157,  162,  192,  195,  197,  203,  220,  240,  307,  325,  349, 

351,  857,  364,  370,  375,  376,  384,  390,  409,  410,  414,  447,  487,  498, 

507,  517,  548,  550,  575,  580,  590,  591,  620,  627,  651,  667,  668 
To  Gov.  Nelson;  urgent  request  for  funds  to  meet  expenses  of  department  of  the 

South,  &o 204 

To  Gov.  Nelson : 348,  514 

Q 

QUARTERMASTER  DEP'T. 

"Plan"  of  arrangement  proposed  by  Capt.  Young 686 

RAGSDALE,  CAPT.  D. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 290 

To  Col.  Davies 295,  307,  348 

RATIONS. 

Of  Indian  corn  and  corn  blades  for  French  army  horses  ;  3,000  required  daily 517 

RAVAGES. 

By  the  enemy's  ships ;....        43 

READ,  CAPT.  EDMUND. 

To  the  governor  ;  depredations  of  the  enemy 18 

To  the  governor 72 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ;   enemy's  depredations  in   Maryland ;  strength  of  the  enemy's 

forces 25 

To  Col.  Davies 290,  672 
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KEAD,  COL.  THOS.  ,„ 

To  the  governor;  activity  of  the  militia,  &c ■ inJiL 

Great  scarcity  of  arms ;  volunteers,  &c...; '■■^  ^° 

To  the  governor 

BEAD,  THOS.,  AND  OTHERS. 

Court-martial;  instruction  to  Col.  Bead °'^' 


REID,  JOS.,  Pres't  of  Penna. 

To  fiov.  .Teffersion  of  Viririnia '^°>  ^° 

93 


To  Gov.  Jefferson  of  Virginia 
REID,  CAPT.  NATH. 


To  Col. 


To  Col!  Davies 310,  344,  657 

REFUGEES.  „. 

On  board  the  "  Bonetta" ^bO 

A  list  of,  confined  for  treason  against  the  state O''" 

RIED,  ANDREW,  Clerk 


Certifies  to  destruction  of  books  of  commissioners  of  land  tax  by  rats. 


50 


RESOLUTIONS.  x^    t   r 

Advising  the  executive  to  issue  warrant  to  the  "Hon'l  Major  Gen'l  M.  De  Lafay- 
ette," authorizing  him  to  impress  such  horses  as  he  may  need  for  the  use  of  the 

army  in  the  counties  contiguous  to  the  march  of  the  enemy 128 

Of  House  of  Delegates  agreed  to  by  Senate  June  13th ;  calling  on  commercial  agent 

to  purchase  arms,  &c.,  as  are  needed 1"5 

Passed  desiring  the  executive  to  purchase  for  Gen'l  Stephens  an  elegant  gelding  to 
replace  the  one  lost  by  him  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  Courthouse,  also  a  set  of  furni- 
ture        156 

REVENUE. 

Necessary  to  provide  it;  the  states  must  act 454 

EEYNOLDS,  WM. 

To  Gov,  Nelson  at  Richmond 601 

RICE,  GEORGE,  Quartermaster. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  feverish  state-of  the  public  mind  in  Albemarle  county ;  trouble 

anticipated  in  collecting  the  taxes. 11-12 

To  Col.  Davies 118,  494 

RIDDICK,  HENRY,  AND  OTHERS. 

Recommend  the  pardon  of  three  negro  slaves  condemned  to  death 689 

BICHAEDSON,  A. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 474 

RITCHIE,   ABCHIBALD. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 359 

To  the  governor. 406 

ROADS. 

Over  which  Washington's  troops  will  pass  to  be  repaired 423 

KOANE,  COL.  WM. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 430 

ROBERTS,  CHRISTOPHER. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 464 

BOBEETS,  CAPTAIN. 

Prom 437 

BOBEBTSON,  MR.,  D.  C.  G.  Issues. 

To  Col.  Davies 64,  223,  240,  350,  456,  495,  623,  642 
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To  the  governor ;  praying  that  a  warrant  from  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette  for  six  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  on  the  treasury  of  Virginia,  on  account  of  the  United  States, 
for  carrying  on  the  commissary  department,  of  which  he  is  chief,  may  he  honored..      406 

To  Col.  274 

ROBINS,  JNO.,  AND  UPSHUK,  JNO. 

Report  of  commissioners  of  grain  tax 454 

ROCHAMBEAU  AND  CHASTILLUX. 

At  Mt.  Vernon 453 

ROGERS,  JNO. 

To  Gov.  Jefterson 76-7 

RONALD,  WM. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 498 

ROSE,  WM.,  Keeper  of  Puhlic  Jail. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 540 

Makes  return  of  prisoners  in  his  charge 634 

To  the  governor;  paper  by  a  young  prisoner  named  Jackson,  giving  account  of  a 

desperate  gang  of  plunderers,  who  have  long  infested  the  Carolinas 676 

ROSE,   DUNCAN. 

To  Gov.  Harrison 670 

ROSS,  DAVID. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies;  how  estimates  should  be  made  for  supplying  the  troops 16-17 

To  the  governor 43,  87,  121,  127,  228,  235,  251,  281,  571,  068 

To 86,  287 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 103,  115 

Arms  ttom  Philadelphia Ill 

To  Col.  Davies 90,  114,  119,  121,  123,  130,  187,  201,  210,  221,  249,  280,  291,  370, 

406,  437,  516,  607,  617,  633,  667 

To  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.,  Staunton 17l! 

To  Gov.  Nelson 224,  230,  374,  418,  445,  610 

To  David  Jameson,  Esq.,  laying  before  him  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Clark  &  Bentloy....       438 

To  Robert  Morriss,  Philadelphia 668 

To  Mr.  Robert  Crew,  care  Col.  Cropper,  Accomack 544 

To  Col.  Cropper 547 

ROSS,  A.,  Aid  De  Camp  to  Lord  Cornwallis. 

To  Maurice  Simons,  Esq.,  of  Charlestown,  South  Carolina,  now  at  Williamsburg, 
Va ; 621 

RUCKER,  A. 

To  Col.  Davies 406 

RUFPIN,  JR.,  ED. 

To  Gov.  Nelson ; 363 

RUMORS. 

As  to  Admiral  Digby  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton 459 

RUSSELL,  CHAS.,  D.  Q.  M. 

To  Col.  Davies 147,  365 

Recommends  to  Col.  Davies  the  policy  of  distilling  whiskey 191 

To  Maj.  Claiborne 378 

RUSSELL,  COL.   WM. 

To  Col.  Davies 551 

RYAN,  M. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 692 

91 
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ST.  SIMON,  MAEQTJIS. 

Cannot  march  for  want  of  provisions ^^'^ 

SANSUM,  PHILLIP,  Lieut.  (Jommanding. 

To ;  claiming  the  ranlc  of  captain  since  "the  fall  of  Capt.  Lawson, 

in  1780" 504 

SCHOONER  "HJiRO'S  REVENGE." 

Captured  by  a  Baltimore  armed  vessel , 170 

SCOTT,  JR.,  J. 

To  Col.  Davies 225,  664 

SEARCH  WARRANT. 

To  Abel  West,  by  Col.  De  Pucks,  Brittish  command't 100 

SECRET  CORRESPONDENCES. 

"Two  charts  of  cyphers'" 685 

SELDEN,  MILES. 

To  the  executive 666 

SENF,  COL. 

To  the  governor 31,  54,  646 

To  Col.  Davies 269 

To  Gov.  Nelson 259 

SHBED,  ELEAR. 

To  the  executive 53 

SHELBY,  COL.  ISAAC. 

To  Col.  Arthur  Campbell 679 

SHIELDS,  JAMES. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 234 

SHIPS. 

Purchased  for  the  state  difficult  to  pay  for 571 

SHORT,  WM. 

Petition  to  the  executive  to  be  examined  for  a  license  ^o  practice  law 576 

SICK. 

Of  the  French  fleet,  to  be  provided  with  houses  and  necessaries 523 

SIMONS,  JNO.  (British). 

To  Gov.  Nelson 559 

SIMONS,  M. 

To  Gov.  Harrison 669 

SIMPSON,  ED. 

To  Capt.  Edm'd  Read,  at  Port  Royal 66 

To  the  governor 308 

SISSON,  GEO. 

Deposition  of 83 

SKILLEN,  COL.  GEO. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 42 

To  Gov.  Nelson 183,  213,  382 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 214   586 
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SKINKEK,  J. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ;  Depredations  of  the  enemy  on  the  Virginia  side ;  on  the  Mary- 
land shore;  strength  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  apprehensions  therefrom  ;  necessity 
of  defending  the  country,  &c. ;  Capt.  Kead's  cavalry 27 

SKIPWITH,  HENRY. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 49 

To  Gov.  Nelson 610 

SLAVES. 

Registered  in  Henry  county  by  Geo.  Hancock  of  South  Carolina ;  petition  to  the 
executive  to  sell  six  of  them  to  support  his  family 281 

SLAUGHTER,  COL.  GEO. 

To  John  Floyd 17 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ;  Capt.  Jas.  Francis  Moore  charged  with  irregular  and  dishonest 

conduct 38 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 136 

To  Gov.  Nelson 306,  837 

SLAVE. 

Condemned  to  be  hung  for  treason 90 

SMITH,  DAN'L,  Co.  Lieut. 

Report  of  militia 690 

SMITH,  THOS.,  D.  C.  Mil.  Stores. 

To  Col.  Davies,  at  Staunton 166,  195 

SOLDIERS'  ACC'T  OP  CLOTHING. 

Showing  price  of,  &c 680 

SOUTHALL,  STEPHEN,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'l. 

ToCpl.  Davies 50,  133,  124,  146,  147 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 617 

SOUTHALL,  COL.  TURNER. 

To  Col.  Davies 212,  217,  375 

To  Gov.  Nelson 241 

To  Chas.  Russell,  D.  Q.  M , 364 

Certifies  that  he  has  administered  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  to  be  taken  by  a  gov- 
ernor of  the  commonwealth  unto  Benj.  Harrison,  Esq.,  and  to  Thomas  Lomax, 

Esq.,  as  a  privy  councilor 633 

Administers  oath  to  Privy  Councilor  Beverly  Randolph,  Esq 659 

SPADES  AND  OTHER  IMPLEMENTS. 

In  the  river  at  Point  of  Pork 280 

SPARKS,  ALEX.,  Com.  P.  Tax. 

Reports  amount  of  grain  and  tobacco  collected  as  specific  tax  in  that  county  for  1780 
and  1781 410 

SPENCER,  JOS. 

To  the  executive 363 

SPOTSWOOD,  GEN'L  A. 

To 415 

To  Col.  Davies 441,  519 

STARKE,  ROLLING. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 78 

STATE  TROOPS. 

So  badly  provided  with  clothes  that  they  are  not  fit  for  the  field 368 

Almost  naked 566 

STEVENS,  BRIG.  GEN'L  EDW'D. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 245,  310 

General  assembly  directs  a  horse  to  be  presented  to , , 283 
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STEUBEN,  MAJ.  GEN'L. 

To  the  governor;  time  of  service  of  Gen'l  Muhlenburg's  troops   will  expire  in  ten 

days;    relief  required 2 

Orders  saddles  and  accoutiements  for  300  horse,  and  a  large  magazine  of  forage  at 

Petersburg 3 

To  the  governor 43 

General  orders  issued  by 46 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 50 

To  Col.  Davies 66 

In  Philadelphia 666 

STEVENSON,  MAJ'R  D.,  6th  Va.  Keg't. 

To  Col.  Davies 373 

STEWART,  CHARLES,  AND  OTHERS. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 488 

STEWART,  OHAS.,  Com.  Gen'l  of  Issues. 

To  John  Robertson 519 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 587 

ST.  JOHN,  M.  Db. 

To (French) 535 

STITH,  BASSETT,  A.  Paymaster-General. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 298 

STOKES,  D.  C,  of  Lunenburg. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 515 

STORES. 

At  York  reopened 571 

SUBSISTENCE. 

Of  the  army  the  grand  object 448 

SUCCESS. 

In  the  present  militarj'  operations  necessary  to  a  favorable  issue  of  the  contest 474 

SWAN,  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 387_  394^  ggg,  493^  504 

To  Mr.  John  Pierce,  Com.  for  state  of  va 407 

SYME,  COL.   J. 

To  the  governor 56   61,  65,  66 

To  Gov.  Jefferson ;    _  57 

To  Col.  Davies '..'.'.'..'........ 61    577 

To  Jno.  Brown,  Esq.,  C.  G.  of  supplies .'...'.'...'...................377'  389 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson,  Esq !!!!!.!!!!!.  458'  478 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  &c.,  by  Maj.  Winston .....!..!!...!!'.'.!".'.!'.".!'.!!.!..!!!!."!!!!!!..     '  460 

^" 532 

T 

TALIAFERRO,  PHIL. 

To  Gen.  Weedon,  by  express goo 

TARLETON. 

At  Prince  Edward  Courthouse,  and  expected  at  New  London.    .  .  310.jni 

Dismounted  and  wounded "_"'_■ gi? 

TAYLOR,  COL.   FRANCIS. 

To  the  governor g   „.    ... 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  disorganized  state  of  the  guard ;  injustice  to  "officers!!".."!." '      '    w 

To  Gov.  Jefferson :■„„   ^ZZ 

To  Col.  Davies ;:;: 'sfm   ^74 

Return  of  his  regiment  of  guards !,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"  100 
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TAYLOR,  JOHN. 

To  Col.  Will.  Davies 96,  457,  493 

So  Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  governor,  &o 175 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  sending  certain  prisoners,  among  whom  is  Thomas  Ivison,  who  came 

up  in  Walker's  pretended  flag  vessel  to  York  river,  landed  and  secreted  goods,  &c.  406 

To  "The  Eight  Honorable  The  Marquis  De  Lafayette,"  Green  Spring  Gardens 393 

Memo,  of  field  officers  of  the  legion 646 

To  the  governor 347 

Sends  return  of  militia  of  the  county 44 

TAYLOK,  MAJOR  JOHN. 

To  Hon.  David  Jameson 517 

TAX  IN   GRAIN. 

Forms  of  returns  made  under  the  law  levying  specific,  by  commissioners 282 

TAZEWELL,  MR.  HENRY. 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  enclosing  letter  of  Gov.  Jefferson  to  Maj.  Wall  in  regard  to  Mr. 
John  Wickham ;  failure  of  the  flag  to  arrive,  and  the  consequent  inconveniences  to 

Mr.  Wickham 204 

Certificate  of.  as  to  fitness  of  Mr.  Nivison  to  practice  law 244 

TEBBS,  CAPT.  JOHN. 

To  Col.  Davies 468 

TEMPLE,  COL.  S. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 514 

TERRY,  CAPT.  NATHN'L,  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies;  is  "a  prisoner  and  a  suffering  soldier" 577 

THOMAS,  CHARLES. 

To  Col.  Davies 364 

THURSTON,  CHAS.  M. 

To  the  governor 271 

THORNTON,  CAPT.  PRESLEY. 

To  the  governor 346 

To  Col.  Davies 349,  399,  669 

To  Gov.  Nelson 564 

TIMBERLAKE,  JOHN,  Clerk  Quartermaster,  &c. 

To  Major  R'd  Claiborne , 434 

TODD,  JR.,  COL.  JOHN. 

To  Gov.  Jefl'erson 445 

To  Gov.   Nelson 664 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 562 

TODD,  CAPT.   ROBT. 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia 651 

TOMKIES,  FRANCIS,  Commissioner. 

Report  of. : 614 

TOWLES,  COL.  HENRY. 

To  the  executive 24 

TOWLES,  COL.  O. 

To  the  governor  ;  sends  prisoners  belonging  to  "British  piratical  crew"  to  Richmond.         57 
To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 352 

TRENT,  PETERFIELD. 

To  Major  Claiborne 676 

TROOPS. 

Starving  for  want  of  provisions;  no  wagons  to  transport  them , 811 

Difficulty  of  subsisting ' t 319 
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TUCKER,  THOS.  TUD'E,  Surgeon. 

To  Gov.  Nelson i^-       295 

TURNER,  REUBEN. 

To  Major  Claiborne 618 

TYLER,  JOHN. 

Declines  a  seat  in  the  council ;  solicited  to  represent  his  county  again 1 

u 

UNITED  STATES  AND  VIRGINIA. 

Account  between 391 

V 

VAN  METER,  G.,  Col.  Com'd'g. 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  Insurrection  in  the  county,  and  opposition  to  the  tax  collector, 

&c 29 

To  Gov.  Jefferson 40,  58 

To  the  governor  of  Virginia,  at  Staunton 163 

To  Gov.  Nelson 262,  624 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 271 

VANSWEARINGEN,  LIEUT. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 288 

VANTER,  LIEUT.,  AND  OTHERS,  1st  State  Reg't. 

To  the  governor 389 

VARNE,  LT.  COL.  SAM'L. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 514 

VESSELS. 

Captured  by  French  Fleet;  authority  to  purchase,  for  Va , 526 

Needed  to  transport  stores  from  York 586 

VINEGAR. 

Required  for  the  troops,  scarce  on  account  of  the  total  loss  of  the  apple  crop 410 

VIOMENEIL. 

Embarked  his  troops  for  Yorklovpn  Sept.  21,  at  head  of  Elk 7. 447 

In  command  at  York 616 

VIRGINIA  DELEGATES. 

To ;  Tory  refugees  on  board  ship  L'Evielle,  Capt.  Tilly,  bound  from 

Chesapeake  bay  to  Newport,  R.  1 4 

VIRGINIA  MILITIA. 

Large  body,  sent  by  governor : 390 

VIRGINIA  TROOPS. 

Within  8  miles  of  York  ;  the  French  and  most  of  the  Continental  troops  a  mile  or 
two  above 412 

■WADSWORTH  &  CARTER,  MESSES. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 512 

WAl)SWDRTH,  J. 

To  Col,  Stewart  and  Bph.  Blaine 588 
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WALKER,  MAJ.  BEN.,  Aid  De  Camp. 

Letter  to  Col.  Davies 61 

WALKEE,  JOHN. 

To  the  governor 129 

WALKER,  CAPT.  LEVIN. 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies  at  Charlottesville 212 

WALKER,  DR.  THO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 298 

WALL,  MICHAEL,  Commissioner. 

To  Col.  Davies 493 

WALLER,  BEN.  C. 

To  Col.  James  Innes 258 

To  the  governor , 666 

WALTON,  ROBERT. 

To  the  governor '. 331 

WAR  OFFICE. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  department  of. 180 

WARE,  J. 

To  Capt,  Sam'l  Jones,  Point  of  Fork ;  letter  of  defence  against  charges  of  having 
shown  the  enemy  the  public  stores,  &c 212 

WARMAN,  THOS. 

To  Col.  Davies 112 

To  the  governor 306,  327 

WASHINGTON,  GENERAL. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from 149 

And  the  allied  army  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dobhs'   Ferry,  intending  to  commence 

operations  against  New  York 331 

Expected,  and  only  two  days'  provisions  on  hand 421 

Arrived  at  Williamsburg 433 

In  good  health  and  spirits 534 

Directed  prisoners  to  be  sent  from  York  to  Fredericksburg 578 

On  the  29th  of  August  at  Chatham  with  the  French  troops  of  the  Northern  army, 

and  on  the  miirch  for  Virginia 381 

WATSON,  JNO. 

To  the  governor,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  William  Ligon 247 

WATKINS,  JNO. 

To  Col.  Davies 326,  528 

WATTS,  THOS. 

Charged  with  high  treason...' 138 

WEBB,  F.,  Com.  Treas. 

To  the  governor  ;  scarcity  of  money 34 

WEBB,  JOHN. 

To  the  executive 218 

WEBB,  FOSTER. 

To  the  executive ■ 396 

WEBB,  JR.,  F. 

To  Col.  Davies 408 
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WEBB,  GEO. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 544 

To  Col.  Davies ' 580 

WEEDON,  BKIG.  GEN.  G. 

To  Maj.  Gen'l  Phillips;  propositions  for  exchange ;••:■•■         ^^ 

To  Gov.  Jefferson  ;  movement  of  troops ;  character  of  his  proposal  to  the   Brittish 

General  in  regard  to  exchange;  the  enemy  about  to  move 20 

Agrees  to   his   proposals,  &c.  ;  principles  of  the  exchange ;  the  civil  and  military 

departments 31-2 

To  Guv.  Jefferson 41,  73 

To  the  governor ..180,  198 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies ;  in  regard  to  arms  Received  and  disposition  of  them ;  scarcity 

of  money,  &c.  ;  pledged  his  private  estate 208 

To  Col.  Davies 222 

To 341 

To  Gov.  Nelson 497,  525,  560 

Prom  E.  A.  to 579 

WESTBKN  TERRITORY. 

Cession  of,  by  Virginia 534 

WHISKEY. 

£60pergallom 320 

WHITE,  COL. 

Has  men  at  Dungeness  and  Charlottesville  in  absolute  need  of  clothing 286 

WHITE,  COL.  A.  W. 

To  the  governor ;  arrest  of  Epaphroditus  Rudder 13 

To  Col.  Davies ; 464 

To  Gov.  Nelson 515,  549 

To 656 

WILKINS,   DOUGLAS. 

To  the  governor 247 

WILLIAMS,  THOS.  C. 

To  Frederick  Rhinelander 691 

WILLIS,  JR.,  FRANCIS,  Major  Virginia  Light  Dragoons. 

To  Brig.  Gen'l  Morgan 250 

WILSON,  G.,  Surgeon. 

To  General  Hospital 112 

To  Col.  Wm.  Davies 186,  234,  298,  618 

WINCHESTER. 

Prisoners  arrived  at 679 

WINSLOW,  COL.  BEVERLY. 

To  Col.  Davies 247 

To  Gov.  Nelson,  in  behalf  of  two  men  who  had  been  sentenced  by  court-martial  to 
serve  six  months  as  having  been  delinquents....; 248 

WISHART,   COL.  WILL. 

To  Gov.  Nelson 611 

WOODEOW,  ANDREW. 

To  Col.  Davies 438 

WOMACK,  CHARLES. 

To  Mr.  Arch'd  Blair,  enclosing  list  of  the  negro  slaves  belonging  at  the  public  tan- 
nery and  ropewalk 536 

■  WOOD,  COL.  JAMES. 

To  the  executive 50 
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To  the  governor  or  any  member  of  the  council 146 

To  Gov.  Harrison 673 

WOOD,  JR.,  L.,  Sol. 

To  the  governor,  in  reply  to  his  requesting  a  particular  account  of  moneys  expended 
for  the  Kentucky  and  Illinois  departments 417 

WOODING,  EO.,  County  Lieutenant. 
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